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Wages.

Btating that farther evidence is needed to justify the adoption of half' rice and half ragi
for calculating relief — in Ganjdm, and referring to the Sanitary Commissioner for remarks the
Collector’s proposal to make certain alterations in the quantity of certain articles in the ration

prescribed in section 122 of the Famine Code.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, T.and
Records and Agriculture), dated 26th April 1897, No. 312 :— ’

Read—G.0., No. 1026, Revenue, dated 19th December 1890.

; AstHg,}c(;‘.—.Passmg orders on Bo.ard’s Proceedings containing its views on the admin'stra-
ion of relief during the recent famine in Ganjém and proposals for amending the Famine Code.

Read—again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (R.S., L.R. and )
i ¥ AN ary. . th
December 1896, NO-(426., and Agri.), dated 12

AgstrRACT. — Submitting to Government, with i ;
Ganjim district for the period ending 30th November liet:g%l:ks’ fortnightly narrative from the

Read—again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (R.Q., L.R ot o
December-1896, No. 467. &, L.R. and Agri.), dated 29th

Apstract.—Submitting to Government, with i i j
district for the period ending 15th December rsl%.remmks’ fortnightly narrative of the Ganjdm

—

Read—again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (R.S., L.R. and Agri.), dated 11th
January 1897, No. 24, o

Aszstracr.— Informing the Collector of Bell
) ary that wages i : i
circumstances reported, be calculated according to the ;ric‘:‘:gﬁ-:;i relef workers meed nof, n the

Read—again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (R.S., L.R. and Agri.), dated 25th
January 1897, No. 56. 7

ApgstracT.—Passing orders on letter from
) g the Collec i
relief workers may be calculated according to priceeoggﬂgi:gf z?xidcr:g:dr?gaih aking that weges o

Read—again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (R
: S, L.R. or
January 1847, No. ((57. » L.R. and Agri.), dated 26th

ABsTrACT.— Submitting, for orders of Government, letter from the Collector of Ganjdm

suggesting the adoption of rice and ragi i i i
e el e ragi combined as the standard on which to base relief wages,

jam, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director

of the Department of Land Record ; ! A
April 1897, Camp No, 4-F ccords and Agriculture, dated Tekkali, 1st

T have the honour to report, for your informatio i
have, af.ter .inspection.of the kitchens Zt Parldkimedi 2xiin%§li‘£g¥irigft?laenestlll(l))%it&:?m{
of the district, foupd 1t nccessary after an enquiry into the usual habits of the people
and undex.' the ad\.'lce of the local medical officer, to direct certain alterutions%n th‘;
scale of diet as laid down in section 122 of the Famine Code.

Read—also the following letter from H. D. TAYLOR, Esq., Acting Collector of Gan-

g
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No. 366, ReveNvg, 20TH May 1897. 3

9. The rule for this district as laid down is that a famine wage or gratuitous
relief shall consist of a ration of four-fifths ragi and one-fifth rice in every part except
the sub-division, when it is to consist of ragi only.

3. My own experience since T have been in this district, both as Collector and as
Principal Assistant Collector, tends to show that the morning meal throughout the
district consists of ragl and the evening meal of rice, and I consider that the famine
wage throughout the district should have been calculated on a basis of half rice and
half ragi. With all due deference to Mr. Weir’s opinion, I cannot arrive at any
agplanation of his statement that in the sub-division ragi only is the staple food of
the country. I have made very particular personal enquiries on this point and I feel
certain that he must have been misled in the matter.

4. Tt has been found both in kitchens and elsewhere that a sole diet of ragi,
however finely pounded the flour may he, tends to produce diarrheea. In the northern
part of the district, it is stated that even when one meal consists of ragi, the latter
must first be souked in rice conjee-water before being cooked.

There js a somewhat severe outbreak of cholera at present prevailing in Tekkali
and I have, on the recommendation of the local apothecary, sanctioned the substitute
of oe-fitth rice and four-fifths ragi for a pure diet of ragi, pending the Board’s sanc-
tion. I request that my action may be approved. The change is, I consider, very
necessary, us, if diarrhea 1s provoked by the use of pure ragi, cholera, when cholera
exists, is very likely to ensue.

The second point is in regard to the increase in the salt ration and a correspond-
ine reduction in the amount of chillies and tamarind. Both at Parldkimedi and
Tekkali the kitchen inmates complained that the allowance of salt was insufficient,
and in each case the ration of tamarind, chillies and pulse was in excess of the actual
requirements ; section 122 of the Famine Code only allows relief officers to vary the
proportion of tamarind and chillies, but does not author:ze the reduction of these and
an increase in the salt raticns. I request that the proportion of salt may be increased
from 1°75 to 2 tolas and that of chillies reduced from 1-25 to 1 tola.

Resolution—dated 26th April 1897, No. 312.

In his letter read above, the Collector of Ganjim requests that the fumine wage
throughout the district may be caleulated on a ration of half rice, half ragi, instead of
on a ration of one fifth rice, four-fifths ragi, for the northern divisions, and of pure ragi
for the sub-division, as he is of opinion that throughout the district the morning meal
consists of ragi, and the evening meal of rice. In its Proceedings, No. 426 of 1896, the
Board directed that wages should be calculated as in 1889, and Mr. Weir in carrying
out. this direction adopted the proportion of 1: 4, rice and ragi,although he had some
doubts at first as to the way in which wages were calculated in that year (Board’s
Procecdings, No. 467 of 1595). He seems, however, to have arrived at a correct
decision, for it will be seen from paragraph 43 of Mr. Horsfall’s report (to be found
in G.0O., No. 1026, Revenue, dated 19th December 1830), that wages were ori-
ginally calculated on ragi alone, but subsequently on one-fifth rice and four-fifths
ragi. While commenting upon the lowness of the wages given, and showing how
little difference there was between the relief given to the tasked labourer and him who
was gratuitously relieved, Mr. ITorsfall appears to have made no recommendation for
calculating the wage on any other grain basis than that adopted during the later
months of the period of distress in 1889. He appears, indeed, to have considered a
porridge of four-fifths ragi and one-fifth rice a common form of food in the district
(vide paragraph 38). It was only in connection with the fixing of searcity rates that
he expressed the opinion that rice should be adopted as the standard grain in place
of ragi, and in reviewing the report, the Board and Government followed the same
lines. The question of what grain should be adopted as the basis for the calculation
of wages was not then discussed, though it was decided that the price of rice should
be substituted for that of ragi for the purpose of computing famine batta due to

Government servants,



No. 366, Revexuve, 20t May 1897,

2. Mr. Weir reported in his No. 296-F, dated 19th J anuary 1897, that it
was only in the Chicacole division that the people lived on ragi alone, the people of
the rest of the district, who are mostly Uriyas, adopting a diet of ragi and rice com-
bined. Mr. Taylor, who says he has made very careful enquiries into the matter, is
confident that throughout the district the morning meal consists of ragi, and the
evening meal of rice, and therefore requests that wages may be calculated on a basis
of half rice, half ragi. The Board is satisfied that Mr. Taylor’s contention is correct,
and he will therefore, in accordance with section 121, Famine Code, adopt the average
price of rice and ragi combined for the purpose of caleulating relief wages. His
action in adopting a diet of one-fifth rice and four-fifths ragi at Tekkali for one of pure

- ragi is approved.

3. The Collector further asks for authority to increasc the salt ration from
175 to 2 tolas and reduce the chillj ration from 1-25 to one tola. The recommenda-
tion is, as pointed out by the Collector, not strictly in accordance with section 122,
Famine Code, but the Board will not object to the adoption of the course proposed on

condition that the total cost of  Other items ”, as provided in the Code, is not
exceeded by the change.

(True Copy and Extract.)

: (Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,

Famine Secretary.
To the Collector of Ganjam,

Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
» »»  Sanitary Commissioner.

OrpEr—No. 366, Revenue, dated 20th May 1897.

, The Government is of opinion that
further evidence is needed to justify the
adoption of half rice and half ragi for
~ ealculating relief wages in Ganjdm. In December last Mr. Weir reported that though
the people used equal quantities of rice and ragi in ordinary years tbey were living
mainly on ragi supplemented by a little rice in the Present year. Mr. Taylor's letter
confirms the above statement as to the food of the labourers in ordinary years, but says
nothing as to the grain used by them now. The Board of Revenue is requested to
make further~enquiries on the point.

2. The proposal to substitute an additional quarter tola of salt for an equal quan-
tity of chilli in the ration prescribed in section 122 will be referred to the Sanitary
Commissioner for remarks. Surgeon Lieutenant Colonel King will also be requested
to favour Government with his opinion on the’ remarks of the Collector of Ganjém
about the irritating nature of ragi. :

8. In the meantime the instructions issued by the Board in paragraphs 2 and 3 of
its Proceedings will be allowed to stand. o

(True Extract.) 6 Z‘ i a,// ‘/\) ‘

-

Jor Ag. Secretary to Government,

Miscellaneous.

To the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
Land Records and Agriculture).
» the Sanitary Commissioner.

Copy to the Public Department. f
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