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Serial No, 1,

Dated Viceroy's Camp, Baroda, the 29th November 1896.
Fndorsed by the Private Sccrebary to the Ficeroy.

TraxsrerruD for disposal to the Seeretary to the Government of India in the Revenue
and Agricultural Department,

Dated Réunion, the September 1896,

Trom—C. W. Bexnerr, Esq., Her Brifannie Majesty’s Consul at Réunion,

To—Tus Ricur Hoxoranue Tue Eart or Erciy, G.M 8.1, Ficoroy and
Governor General of India.

T nave the honour to enclose my Report on Indian Immigration at Réunion of 1895.

Report by Me. Bexwerr upon Indian Coolie Immigration at Réunior for the year 1885.

Tug figures given in the following report can only be taken as approximately eorreet.
Her Majesty’s Consul has no means of effectively checking the accuracy of the returns for-
warded to him by the Protector of Immigrants.

In Annexure No, 1 is contained a talle showing the
increase and decrease of the immigrant population in 1895,

It will be noticed that there is a net decrease of 838, and that the deaths (471) during
{he year are far in excess pf the births (175), The death~rate, however, is not unusually large
266 per 1,000, and the difference is probably mainly caused by many births not having been
duly registered.  In spite of all efforts it has been found impossible as yet to enforce registras
tion of all buths,

Of the 471 deaths, 281 (200 men aud 81 women) occurred upon estates which are required
by law to have a hospital. Of the 14,451 adult immigrants, 9,262 are employed on the large
estates, the remaiuder working for small planters or as servants and hawkers. Nearly oue-third
of the total Indian labour colony, however, is unproductive as regmds agriculture; and
were the actual conditions nnder which the minority of 5,189 Indians live carefully inquired
into it would undoubtedly be found that at least 4,000 of their engagements were fictitious
engagements, I have met cases where engacés themselves had engagés ; where engagés bave
been ceded to persons in reeeipt of parish relief, to common policemen, petty clerks, ¢ garde
espions ”’ or persons who are paid to find out and run to earth at 2:50 franes a head,
Indians who are as regards their contracts in an irregular position, and even to common
prostitutes, “Aunybody who pays his taxes is allowed to have an engagé.”” In practice anybody
may have one. If these 4,000 were made to work, as they were originally meant to, on the
estates, there would be an ar . labour supply in the Colony, but in view of the political
interests involved a Protecu. © vho took such a step would not hold office for a week.

The system of repatriation of time-expired Indians /¢ Mauritivs is working well ¢
83, of whom 61 were paupers, left during 1895, taking with them a sum of R2,718. Twenty
Indiaus also left at their own expeuse for Mauritius, Madagascar and France.

In Annesure No. 2 will be found a return of the general British Indian population at
Réunion, showing a decrease of 690 on the returns of the pre-
vious year, The number of old engagés holding free permis

Aunnexure No. 1.

Annexure No. 2.

de sdjour has greatly increased.

‘Annesures Nos. 4aud 5 give returns of Indians and masters tried or condemned before the
Courts. The Indians were condemned as follows: robbery
88; as vagalouds 86; abuse of confidence 8; assaults with
violence 32 ; arson 1; druukenness ¢ ; offences against forest law 2 ; murder 2. The sentences
varied from one day to two years’ hard labour, Threecrimes, however, were punished as follows :
arson five years’ hard labour; two murders, one by ten years’ imprisonment, and the second to
hard labour for life. The bill of costs, 8077°00 francs for purely legal charges, exclusive of
Jawyer’s fees, seems to be remarkably high,

It is satisfactory to notice (Annexure No, 4), that complaints brought directly before the
Syndics were actively taken up without any intervention on the part of the Consulate. Although
the Indian did not invariably succeed, it shows that the Syndics in many cases have the inter-
ests of the Indian at heart.

The very large sum of nearly 200,000 francs paid in bounties show how anxious planters
are to retain their labourers, It is sad however to think that
such alarge sum has practically had no effect but that of
increasing the receipts of the gellers of rum, .

The usnal rolls of complaints preferred at the Cousulate and Syndicates is annexed,
There are no very serious complaints, and none appear to call
for special mention,

Annexures Nos. 4 and b,

Annexure No. 5.

Annexures Nos. 7 and 8,
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It is sntisfactory to note that ouly four suicides occurred during the year.

Twenty marriages between Indians were legally celebrated during 1895, and six between

Indians and Creoles.

One hundred and seventy-four Tndians passed through the State hospital, 153 having been

treated at the expense of the Communal Aathorities an

Reonion,
1st September 1896,

d 21 at that of private persons,

C. W. BENNETT,
Consul.

Axxexure No. I,

Increase and decrease of Indian Immigrant population during 1898,

Population on December 81st, 1894 . . . . . . .
Birtheinls9s . . ., . . . . 5 . - 1836 .
Re-engaged . . . . . N . . . . . 4 ::
Froed from engagement, niostly infirm . . . . . . 18.'.5.45 128
» become permissionnaires . . . . , . . 78
» under Decree, March 30th, 1881 . . . . . o e 63
s ohildren of second generation . . . . . . o 179
Left for Mauritius, Madagascar, ete. e e e e e, 20
Repatriated . ', ), . T L v ¢ . 83
Deaths . . . . . . . - . . : ::. 471
Total population on Decomber 31st, 1805 . v e o . . 17,628
18,545 18,545
Axxexure No. 2.
Return of general Indian population.
Class, Men. ~ Women, Children, Totals
Contract labourers and children of . . . . . 10,014 £447 8,067 17,528
Old engagés holding permis de Sdjour at 10 fraucs each . . " e 678
Old eogagés holding free permis . . . . . . - " . 695
l:ree Indians paying 50 francs to 00 franes . . . . 230 280
',lm}ers, clerks, ete. . . . . . . . 91 . e o1
Agrioulturists . . . . . . . . 40 . oo 40.
ives and children of permissionnaires . . . 19} tee
10,375 4,447 3,067 19,259
ANNEXURE No. 8,
RBeturn of Indians and Masters condemned by Courts in 1895,
Designation of Courts, Indisaa, Masters, Fines, Costs,
RBefore higher Courts ?) onlv & 627-00 8,077-00
Judges de Paix (Macadam) « . . 32; lciﬁfe:;'néd. 1,945°00
Axxexure No. 4.
Nominal Roll of Masters who were prosecuted in 1595.
Name of Master, Nature of complaints, At ;2)::- ,{fﬂé‘f“ Result,
Frangois Guillotean +| A month's wa . Nonsuited.
Leon do Pindray. o || Nearly four sonthah °:§iagé unpaid at 1250 Paid 46:95.
Louis Ramband A‘ molnth. Unfoanded.
. . . ssaulted . o .
Adrien Lagourgae : Assaultewi}t){ 3}31‘:::; .. . . Consnlm Ditto.
Yules Potier , , Ditto o Ditto. )
EggéneLLepervenche o o Assanly . oo * - Dditto.ed
Adrien Lagourgne . .| Blows and illegal imprisonment on osbote - Condemned.
Eﬁn;guhes gt }:ekoy re | . give mouths’eg,.aggﬁﬁ;‘;?? ent o.n “tu,t’ . e %‘:’ld' _
olphe de Laperriére , . ’ : .
M rs.pBixrbot e . . . I]Y?x:;: t,h' Wages unpaid . . . i Unfounded.
Henri Gonthier o, .} "'Ditgg . * * ¢ ¢+ ¢ Ditto, .
Joseph Lamet . +| Ditto . . : * * g * i Ditto,
Joseph Keraurio . + | Blows . ‘ . . ¢ . Ditto,
Benjamin Lagrange . « | Il usage ., . . N : : . o C Igtg;led to
-B. de Lanux = . . + | Assault with violence . . . e - ‘igoefmncs fine.
I —

LEY

20

y

8

Axnexurg No. 5.

recetved,

Return quMiam engaged or re-engaged during 1895 showing amount of bounty
' . TOTAL,
Engagements with bounty. Engagementa without bounty. Engagements. Bounty.
fres, ¢
' 4,448 199,588 75
2,01 4 } 6,970

Anxexure No. 6.

w4 ete., levied upon Indian Immigrants and upon their engagements, showsing
Table showing tazes, ete., % by whom poid,

Nature of taz. Rate per head. Payable by Total amount, ReMarxs,
fres. R
6 Indian 72,840°00 At least,
iﬁ’é;?:me;t tax 6 Master 41,33200 | Ditto,
Permis de Sejour 10 Indian . a75:00
Capture money 2:50 on each arrest. D}tto . . . 75
Fines annex 2 50 francs, Ditte . . 2,622:00
Costs . 260 Ditto . . . 8,077:00

ANNgxURe No. 7.
Roll of complaints at Consulate,

Axxexure No. 8.

Return of complaints preferred before the Syndice,
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STATEMENT WITH DITTO.

Pairums XoT FILED UP,
IN ORIGINAL.

FEING MEANT FOR DRSPATCH ]

NB—- -
" A =g Oopy in tull.
B = Not to bo copled
P 2z Copy abstract only.
Q = Copy hending only
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