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From
A. G. CARDEW, Esq., ix.a.,
INSPECTOR-GENBRAL 0F Prisons,
FURTHER PAPERS. : MADRAS,
e o : TO
G.0. No. Department. Date.
. Tre HonourapLe Me.J.F.Price,C,S,T, ,
CHier SeCRETARY ToO GovErNMENT,
—maram 4
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3o Sig,
3
T ., , ) Being informed by the Privote sSecretery to
, H.E,the Governor that Surseon -ieut—Colonel Coolr suc—

ceeds Dr Thompson in the Third District,Madras,I repre-~
o Enclosures. .
sented 1o His Excellency,through the Privete Secretary
my objections to sSurceon ot,Colonel Coolz being placed .
in charre of the Penitentiary,Madras,and I have been
N directed to put then fofward officially. This I there-
) fore proceed to do.
2. H.M.Pen;tentiary,Madras,has accommodation
for 900 prisoners, TIts usual population is over 800,
‘ It receives 211 Luropean prisoners sentenced to more
then twd or three weeks and is the receiving Jail for
transportation prisoners of the Madras and Bombay Pre-
sidencies and the Berars., It is therefore a. Central
Jail of importance, It is situated among very unhealty
surroundings, It is bounded on two sides by 2 river
hishly pollgged with sewage and is in close rroximity
to two cemetfies. Its convict populationybéing drnwn

from the streets of = great_gity is far uore diseased

and sickly than thet of rost upcountry jails., It
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always a large number of sick and its medical charge ig one

demanding special care, judgment,and skill,

5. I have, therefore,learnt with concern that it is ©
propbsed to0 place this jail in charge of Burgeon at.Colonel
Cook. With all personal 1iking for thiglofficer,I have a strong
opinion of hié offigial capacity. I am not in a position toO
refer to his professional work but his disquelifications in
respect of Jjudgment and care are marked. When I suvposed that
he would return to the First Listrict,!hdras, T anxiouslykonﬁ
sidered whether I ought not to lay before sis IExcellenrcy in
Counciil Surgeoh Jb.Colonel Cook?’s unfitness for the charce
even of the Criminal _eper Ward; But when it becomes a guestion
of his having charge of H.M’S.Penitentiary,dfeel that this
disagreeable duty can no longer be avoided.

4. If it is desired thet I should state definite cir-
cumstances supporting my qpinion of Surngeon .t.Colonel Cook’s

want of due care and judgment,I shall do so, but I trust this

will be unnecessary.

£, If T had had‘ahy previous intimation of the proposal

to place Tr Cook in charge of the Penitentiary,I cuuld have
Subﬁittéd a reyresentation befére any decision had been arrived
at. The present arrangement.under which T learn these appoint-
ments only after they are made is calculated to cause embarass-—
ments and I think that in matters so closely affecting the Jail
Department, it would be advantageous if I were afforded an

opportunity of expressing an earlier opinion.

I have the honour to Dbe,
sir,

your most obedient servant,
]

 Inspector-(eneral of Prisons
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