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PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again G.0., No. 958, Public, dated 20th November 1895.*

OrpEr—No. 615, Public, dated 21st May 1897.
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4. The following addition will be made to rule 4 of the existing rules regarding
the “ Government prize for South Indian Paleography ”’, and will be published in the
Fort St. George and all District Gazettes :—

“ Candidates should forward their essays, which should not bear the author’s name, in
scaled envelopes and with a covering letter to the Director of Public Instruction, who will pass
the essays on to the examiners without informing them of the identity of the writers.”

(True Extract.)
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REVIEW OF PROFESSOR PILLAI’S ESSAY.

Tis is a very neat piece of historical research founded on the examination
and interpretation of original documents. It xi‘efers to the elucidation (1) of
the true line of kings of Travancore in the 7th century of the Malabar era, and
incidentally (2) of the true extent of the Travancgore kingdom in that century. -

The original documents on which it is based are (1) certain stone inscrip-
tions affixed to the walls of certain temples in '}‘ravancore, and (2) certain
manuscript contemporary chronicles, preserved in the Padmanabha Svami
temple in Trivandrgm {page 12%).

The study of these documents indicates very considerable proficiency,
on the part of Professor Pillai, in South-Indian epigraphy and paleography.
They are all contemporary, 7.c., of the 7th century M. E. (or roughly of the
15th century A. D.), and accordingly composed in the old Tamil and Malayalam
languages, and written in old Grantha characters, I have not seen them,
nor if they were accessible to me, should I possess the special knowledge
required for reading them. I cannot, therefore, test the correctness or accurary -
of Professor Pillai’s readings or interpretations, and it may be that on minor
details these may be open to question, but on the whole, and with respect to

- the main points, i.c., dates and royal names, there is no apparent reason to

doubt the correctness of his readings. For this we have the two facts—the
obvious consistency of the dates and names among themselves, and the experi-
ence of Professor Pillai in Tamil paleography. I may add that in his
researches into the ancient chronicles, the Professor was confronted by special
difficulties, arising partly from the utterly unsystematic way in which these
chronicles appear to be arranged, and partly from the unwillineness of the
record-keepers to permit their chronicles to be examined (patées 14, 15) .
Mr. Pillai’s perseverance in overcoming these obstacles is praiseworthy ’ .

Nor have I any hesitation in agreeing with Professor Pillai in 'the main
conclusions which he draws from the facts as read by him in those ancient
documents. These undoubtedly are correct. In the cage of g few subordinate
points I have not been fully convinced by his arguments. In some of these
he seems to me to have extracted more from DS evidence than it warrants;
in others the evidence is not so fully worked out as it would be desirable I
shall detail this in the following remark,s. " )

The main object of Professor Pillai’s researc irto these anci
is to elucidate alld establish the true history of the Royal ﬁ%ﬁ:; tO%OCTi?‘?:ﬁ
core in the 7th century of the Malabar (or Kollam) era, e, roughly, the 15th
century A. D. (the year 1 M. E. or Kollam = 824.25 A, I).i T may here
mention that in his present dissertation, the Professor merely continues a line
of original research which he commenced s0ME years ago, [n 1894 he pub-
lished three essays dealing with the Royal House of Travancore in the 3rd
4th, and 5th centuries M. E., and in 1895 he followed them up with a fourth
essay, dealing with the Gth century. The dissertation now under review
continues this research over the 7th century M'_ E. There can be no question
whatever as to the great importance of this S€ries of original researches into
the early history of Travancore. The information on this subject which was
hitherto available is not only very fragmentarys but, as now appears, altogether
false 'fr misleading. pillad 7

‘he principal result of Professor illa1’s researches is th i
the Tth centur)g of the Malabar era, the country of Travancofeplx;:r):sf ugzlitr 12
¢ double sovereignty ”’ (paragraph 44, page 113), being ruled by ¢ two c¢o-ordin-
ate, though cognate, lines of sovereigns” (paragraph 46, page 117; cf. page 115
and page 8). These two lines of sovereigns Were respectively called (1) the
Miatta (or Senior) Tiruvadi of Tiruppappuf and (2) the Matla (or Senior)
Tiruvadi of Chiravay (pages 88, 113). Asto the existence of these two co-ordi-
nate lines of kings'it is hardly possible to admit a doubt. The evidence of
the documents produced by Professor Pillal 8é€ms unimpeachable. Moreover,

* These references are to paragraphs and pages of the Manuecript essay of Professor Pillai.



‘ (2)

3

that they weit cognate lines, i.c., that they were branches of the same Royal
House—the Tiruppappar l?[le, the “older;” and the Chiravay, _the
“younger,”—appears to be unquestionable (pages 94, 114). 1 do not think
however, that the Professor’s evidence bears out his further contention, tha’E
both these Royal branches equally possessed ¢ plenary sovereign pOWers
(page 115). The mere fact that two contemporary sovercigns issued @ procla-
mation conjointly, and madg appointments in’ the same town but i tw
different temples, does not necessarily prove that they both possessed plenary
powers. It is quite compatible with some kind of mutual limitation, thopgh
in what the limitation consisted the available evidence secms to be insufficient
to show. The possession of « plenary” powers by two independent sovereigns
ruling over the same area would surely have soon led to an intolerable state 0
confusion, and could not have endured through a period of (at least) more than
one century, for the chronicle quoted on page 111 shows that the double
sovereignty still existed in 763 M. L. °

_ Professor Pillai seems to think that such a dual form of government is
unique phenomenon in the world (page 115). But in fact a very:imilar instance
of a double government existed in India itself in the Tth century A. D namely;
in the Nepal vz}lley. _That valley was ruled contemporaneousiy by two }{oyal
Hro_uses—:_-onfa Saryavamgl, the other Thikuri, both residing in the same town
(Kathmanda), but in two different palaces. Their jurisdictio; must undoubtedly
have been mutually limited, though here too the available evidence does nob

quite clearly show what the limitation was. (See Fleet's Gupta Tascriptionds ’

Introduction, pages 189, 190.)

Professor Pillal’s re ' ] i
: searches have brought to light 1 wo series
of contemporary kings:— ° ght the following 17

M _E. A.D. Tiruppappur ki :

g ppappur line. Chiravay Ui
C:13-[4 1437-38 Vira Rama Martanda. travay line.
636 1460 Ditto. ot
G ues . iy
g?% %izg’ "~ Vira Iravi. a.

5 7S R Vo At
039 1483 Aditya Viee Tama
665 1489 Vira Iravi. -
%Zé" 8 i{gg—laoz Vira Iravi Iravi, ...

! 2 Ditto e
630-87  1504-11 Ditto. Vira Rama Martanda.

In 613-14 M. E.,, Vira Rama Marta -
«ill held the sole sovereignty. In 636 M. lg.dﬁe((fziilslte e tive
of the .Tiruppﬁppﬁr line, which would show that aill)ll)eﬂé‘i‘as . represen{c{ao{al
House into two branches took place at some ti ¢ fission of t{he 3
hat Vira Ra ; 5 me between G14 and 636 M. E,
but not t atf) ira Rima was, as Professor Pillai areues nawe 119), sole s0ver”
cign up to 636 l,}I' E. In any case, Vira Rama I\Iagirtin‘d}?xa?fz tilzz, tii’;)st of the
separate Tiruppappir lme: Whether Aditya Wlloq( .A,<nw'as e A, was
similarly the first ?f the Chiravay line, the evidénce ;(;))(gx( aeli }1)11' Profess.or pillai
d.ocs not show. 'Iher(_a are several other points in tIl)xe '1[1)0(\'e }table of succes:
sion which one Wo.uld like to see cleared up, but on whiclf s Professor Pillal him-
self admits, his evidence throws no lieht ; thus, ¢ , as Profes F D tion o
the several members of tl light ; thus, ¢,g , the genealogical red
C 1 two lines. It may confidently be hoped that
fu'l-th‘er ‘reseau?h in the same class of original documents, either by Professor
Pillai or ({)’chels,dmay furnish the inforrﬁation which i; g1l wanting. ub
therg et 61?0 oubt (ZS to. the great lmportance of the information already
provided by Professor Pillai, Ylow impoitant it is can easily be understOOd y
comparing the Professor’s list of I'ravancore kings with the lists hithert’o
agzepted as more or less trugtworthy; sce pzwez 119—123, also SeWe ’
;Skctc'ﬁ‘ of the Dynastics of Southery India I;an'es 97 — 99. .
I'he second important regylt of Professor Pillai's researches is the dis-
covery of the true extent of the Travancore kingdom in the Tth cent'ul‘}t
ML (pages 3, 116). They clearly show that in that century the kmllg
de.Of Iravancore included pearly the whole of the ptesent Tinneve y
district, the north-eastern boupdary being formed by the river Vaippar, ?lrl]ai
the ecastern by the sea-coast, The document relied on b Professor P
leaves considerable obscurity regarding the boundaries of the kingdom ©

Attu) appears to have

A |
(3)

west and north-west; nor are either of the t.o explanations suggested by
the Professor (pages 74—76) altogether satisfactmi’. On this point further light
is needed, That the kingdom, of courso, incluled the whole of Travancore .
up to the western sea-coast goes without saying. The Professor further pro-
ceeds with an attempt to identify the 18 districts into which the kingdom 1is
said to have been divided in the 7th century M. E., and even for 300 years
earlier (page 78). Most of these ;dentifications my be accepted as correct. His
remarks about the origin of the river name Tawmraparal, being a sanskritized
corruption of the old vernacular Tanporunal, and about the identity of the
district Tanporunaikkarai as being the district of the basin of the Tamra-
parni river, appear to me to be very bhappy (pages 8+—87). With regard
to some other identifications, like that of Chiravay (page 91), the residence of
the Chiravay line of kings, my knowledge 9f the minutiee of South Indian
geography does not allow me to offer any opiniol: .

Incidentally the author of the essay occasionally digresses into the
discussion of matters which® have no direct bearing on the main subject of
his dissertation. Such, e¢.g., are the etymology of the term Nambaripad,
which is suggested to be a contraction of Nambirl ’(70r Nambi) Tiruvadi Padu,
or “the footprints of the holy feet of oult'_Lord (pages 25—R2T), and the
origin and use of the terms Pishara and Paﬂdam, the formar being a part of the
title of the highest sacerdotal dignitary 11 Travancore (page 33), the latter, of
the title of ““the heads of the purely native monasteries throughout the Tamil
province 7 (page 35). At the same time, the former, in the form Pisharadi, 1s
the name of the low non-Brahmanic Ambalavast sect (page 35), while the latter
also designates the pure Brahmanic Vélala priests 1n the Tanjore district (page
35.. Professor Pillai’s explanation of the evolution of this curious nomenclature,
as involving the much-disguised survival of"the Ori;gmally Jain monastic title of
Bhattaraka, 1s very interesting and suggqstlve. y the; ’Way,_ the author’s ideas .
of Jainism and Buddhism seem t0 be curiously = mixed,” to judge from a pas-
sage of his on page 31.

° Though oll)xtgide t%le real scope of the ?SE"‘.Y’.S‘%C}I digressions as these
may be gladly accepted on account of th‘fll,‘ilm rinsic interest and the sugges-
tive way in which they are discussed. 197‘ Cglgtalnly add to the interest
and the pleasure with which one cannob he Plaeahlng the Professor’s disserta-
tion. All the more it is a pity that he sl}Out,ﬁ ave allowed himsclf to be
enticed away from the sober path of scielt IIC' rescarch into introducing,
for the sake of a securing 2 «popular style a ntﬁqductmr;., page 1), matters
quite trivial and irrelevant. Such, ¢4 ; is gossipy account of a
fruitless hunt after a certain inseription (pag®s 75) and his shallow descrip-
tion of the contemporary history of ¢the rest of the world” in the 7th
century M. E. (pages 196—137) .some_f%al_lt{ages, out of a total of 137,
Lave been hestowed on these and gimilar trivid 1 ies, which might with advan-
tage have been omitted, or disposed of, mr-v(;'o or tl_lreg pages. I doubt
whether thoy make an intrinsically abstruse ({) ¢ ry subject attractive to the
« lar mind.” while the cortainly offen® tho serious student of history.

pepular mnd, while they M % an essay which otl ‘o d S
This, however, is a remediable blemish 112 y which otherwise deserve

great praise, both for what it has accomPEShed and the promise it holds out

of further fruitful research into the ancient records of a still obscure part
of the history of Travancore.

W. M. D'C.—Reg. No. 6489 —12—12-3-¢7-
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