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Enlistment in the Madras Command,

Communicating, with remarks, to a1l Collectors a circular memorandurn from the Deputy
. Ad]utant-General, Madras Command, regarding © the practical conduet of recruiting by
( , British officers and notes on the most suitablu classes for - -
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GOVEBNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

————————

Reap——the following paper :—

From Brigadier-General G. SIMPSON, Deputy Adjutant-General, Madras Cow-

mand, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Ootacamund, 13th May
1897, No. A.—N.T-75689.

1 am desired by His Excellency the Ueutenant—General Commanding the Forces,
Madras, to forward herewith 100 copies of a circular memorandum regarding * the
practical conduct of recruiting by British officers and notes on the most suitable
classes for enlistment in the Madras Command  for favour of distribution to Civil
officers of districts and to request that these officers may be directed to give recruiting
officers every assistance to obtain more detailed inSormation as to the various tribes
and classes with whom they have to deal.

ena— s

Orpea—No. 605, Public, dated 19th May 1897.

Copies of the circular memorandum will be furnished to all Collectors, who will

be requested to render every assistance they can to recruiting officers in their
districts.

(True Extract.) .
J. F. PRICE,

Chief Secretary.

To the Deputy Adjutant-General.
,, 8ll Collectors.

Copy to the Inspector-Geneml of Police.

Esd. A. Raitt
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‘Circular Memorandum regarding the practical conduct of Re-
cruiting by British Officers and notes on the most suitable
classes for enlistment in the Madras Command.

The following notes are circulated for mformation I view 1o assisting
Recruiting Officers and all concerned, giving the most practical effect possible
to Command Order No. 110, dated 161h February 1897,

[t is not intended to Tay down any hard and fast mlm in these instrucetions, nor
to make any changes at present i the elasses “authorvized 7 for enlistment,
The object is 1o give, in o condensed for, =ueh miurmaImn ax 1= alforded by
Distriet Manuals, Census reports, Qe vewrdine the chissos sapposed 1o e most
suitable for wldlow; a fow hints as to the practic Al work of o Reeruiting Oflicer
in the aren assigned y B, wnd the host methiod ofappr aeline g clas: from which
we have hitherto not 1)0( ain the habit of enhistine.

The first object of an officer entrusted with the impertant daty of =uperin-
tending the recruiting operat oms in a certain area of country, shoul Lo bviously be
to nmke himself auiunntw(l with {he various castes and classes of natives ‘that
predominate in hlt area; to azcertaimn thm\'" relivions and caste prejudices, and
to find out which of them may, by tradition and deseent, or present occeupation,
he e\lu\ctwi to make cond \nl«hmq and which of them it would be useless for
him to waste his time over.  Thev shonld credeaveonr as far as possible to obtamn
from Civil Officers of l)l‘\,ll(,‘l\ andd by personal effort forther and more detailed
information ax to the various Tribes and elaszes with whom they have todeal and
should convey =ueli information to ( ommand Head Quarters so that it may be
formd pre weticable in the future to issue Hand Books <11 aling more Tully than s
done in this note with such Tribes, ete.

On page 1 will be found a Table s m which the principal claszes arve collected
tocether. and given opposite to the distriets assicned to o each oronp of linked
Battalions n (,. 0. No. 110, This 1.1 e, togret ther with the =hort dt‘SCPi[)?i(m;\‘ of
ench elass in Part T will, it is hoped, =erve to materially loliten the Reeruiting
Oflicer<' Inbonrs in these respeets, ’

The question of class and ensie is, however. by 1o means an easy oue in
Madras, where the spread of educatiom and eivilization has tended <o oreatly 1o
the abolition of all caste distinetions, awd the long cessation of inter-rs winl or
inter-tribal wars, to those of race and tribe.

el pride of race and caste dics hard overvwhiere i N
s ) ere i India and,

: ; ) even in
Madras, many classes still exist who have not forrotren that their oririnal
occupation  was military, e.g., the Mahomedans, aud  cortain tribes  in

the extreme South, whose only outlet for the old spirit at present, is found in
violent erime; in others (such as  the low-castes and louters) I’IZCQQ‘IlL‘
occupations and tastes, or the strurcle for existence, have kepr the men liardy
and fit for the profession of arms. On U other haned there are o oreat mmber of
caxtes who now enlist in onr Regiments, who have never had Ay pretence to be
military castes at all, nor to have any real taste for a military lifo. Many causes
thus combine to show why certain classes of people are more fitted than others
for soldiers, and it 18 to get the best classesamto the service. with their own fellow
tribesmen or caste, and under their own Native officers and Non-commissioned
officers, that the system of “Class™ organization has been introduced.



. indiscriminately, to express his tribe, class, caste
. us, trade or occupation, according as he gives priority in his own mind to one of

~
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The necessity, in such a system, of the British officer himself being personally
concerned in_the selection of the men he has to train is obvious. This important
duty cannot be left to Natives. And, to do his work thoroughly, the Britisi\
Officer must know something about the ‘castes’ of the men he enlists and allots
to Class Companies.

* But the British Officer will always be dependent to a greater or less

extent on the assistance of really good recruiting parties, and the importance
of these in this connection will be more fully referred to later on.

It will be convenient first to consider shortly the meaning of the words class
and caste, and their present significance in this Presidency.

It must be remembered that the caste’ system of the Brahmans is a

_foreign importation in the South altogether. Prior to the introduction of this,

the Dravidian races of Madras were divided into tribes, but the tribe was not
the close community that the °caste’ has since become, nor had the line of
division anything to do with occupation, as it has now. Iu early times all Dravi-
dians were regarded as out-castes; but, as the Brahman immigrants became
more numerous, the Dravidian tribes were gradually converted into castes, and
the majority of them were placed in the last of the four divisions of Manu
(i.e. the Sudra Caste). The castes of rulers, however, were in many cases elevated
to the position of Kshatriyas, and a fictitious genealogy was prepared by the
Brahmans to gratify the pride of the Sovereign. Claims to belong to the Vaisya
or Merchant caste have also been put forward by pure Dravidian trading castes,
and these have been supported by similar material provided by the fertile brain
of the inventive Brahman, who is however extremely jealous of any new
. admissions into his own class. At the present day, a perusal of the origin of
all Madras castes would leave one under the impression that the whole popula-
tion is of Aryan descent.

Originally, as has been stated, all Dravidians were regarded as out-castes, but
subsequently only the servile tribes were put in this class. These were not
allowed to enter Brahman temples, and their touch or near approach caused cere-
monial pollution. Theoretically this is still so, but in practice the Pariah and the
Brahman may be seen sitting side by side in the railway carriage, and a Brahman
lawyer will not refuse to receive instructions from a Pariah client. The caste of
a Madrassi generally rises with his wealth. ¢Class’ of course, is only a convenient

expression adopted by us to denote any division of people having the same
customs. '

The word *“ Caste™ (Hind. Jdt, Tam. Jdtht), is used by the native of Madras,
proper, as usually understood by

these over the others, or to whichever he can best lay title to. If a man is a
blacksmith he is of the blacksmith ¢ Caste,” and he knows no other designation
that concerns us. This is the case with all the five artisan classes (the . Kam-
mdlan), and with all the lower kinds of manual labour such as Dhobis, Barbers
Chakklers, Weavers, &c. But the great agricultural clasg stands out of this:
simple arrangement. There is no agricultural casfe, though ¢ Vellala’ is some-
times wrongly used to include all agricultural peoples. Nor is the reason far to
seek when we consider tihe masses of people employed on the land, and the differ-
ent grades and social distinctions that would be included, ranging from the
rich and high-caste Zemindar, or landholder, down to the field labourer with very
little caste at all, who 1s little better than a slave in all but name.

_ A recruit therefore, in any way connected with the land, will give a caste
designation, such as Vellala, Agambadyan, &c., or a tribe term such as Maravar
’

Kullar, &c., and any Native can almost invariably give also a sub-caste or sub.
division of his caste.
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‘i i i able sub-divizions, the amall
S8 divided into mnumerabie »
All castes and classes are ( ! ! jons, the st
. fxdiwtincti(ms‘ of which, though all-important in the i’zu? life o m} folrm'
F St b { o v :
Soclm cern us to the extent that some of them are ‘115;9“{(71( f ol fo,
. onecer S XTe ] o er o cstoms
?n }llcintem* and purposes, a separate caste having very differcn S
o a 3 ¢
the main caste.
13 COSRATY us o kuow the
Tt 1s necessary .for 3 . Docitse, QN Some Glses, lihouesh the
- dividual offering himself for enlistment becuise, 1 wieos, althongh the
o he one we enlist from, the sub-caste magy, from a too <trict adhere
casfe may be one UL other canses, have bhecome untitted
to Brahmanical customs, vegetarianisim, or o o 5,

<ub-caste or sub-division of every

for scpoys. | ‘ L
When iherefore a recruit has olven his caste and ,\u.b-t:awc, the In;alqmng
! ble to classify L in s own mind ax suitable

SN ! e 1 18 COes O, 1»e a
Officer must, as time & : HrPOse

lie reverse as far i his castr and tribe goes, and 1t s ‘v this
or the .1‘( oposed, 1f }mssiMc o issue (aste HTand Books later on. For the present,
mzt’tl)tr:)?u}l” g[ui;ie ,musr be that men who \\'ox.';\‘"np Shiva or (i‘r\vy?,'vax.<. u ‘“_w“)“tt’
and are not too mueh addicted to 131':11111111111?1‘1‘ .:1\1;1 »t:,::itré,-i.’;::.I{‘)t"ui(lil?‘\(’1;31“3
be preferred gcnemlly, as regards caste, to professed vesetivna
form of worship. |

[n ascertaining a mnn’s'(':mto and sub-caste 1]1,:. Recriiting (m;\,_‘]‘r‘ ('*hf‘)‘}td)
be caveful to be sure that it has been correetly iven. A man ol dow caste

: . vk w1t fie atie :
loes not always care to acknowledee his true standime, and will offen attempt
( b .ot R . K - Voo oien Liie ot RNy
to evade the question. A pariab will thus frequentiy zive B eiiste, Setn “‘*‘U.Y’
1S < Pamil” or ¢ Hindu™ or lay clann toa easte that he coneoc viohty elaim,
as ¢ + -

Here the assistance of the ]i(\(.-x*uilix‘ng party will come I, ‘nﬂ Im'vn (’{.:\}t 13 Il]()t;
always sufficient.  The question of easte can, however, :11\‘.';1[.\."411)“ S‘"*II :u \11.“’ t\ul
village by men who know the reeruit pf}l'j\'«)rllely, ov men of the (“Mf*. “,‘,’\%11111(4(‘
by hin. " MThese will say at once whether Ihwy adnit Tim ao be o of thenr enste or
not, and what hix caste and =ub-caste really 1=

We come now to the Table already l'“f*tl’l'(ﬂl {0, :m)'i this purh:'x;,-'lvnumls a
word of explanaton. Only main castes are %1!\]'(’11, and 1|1(» \(]~'11}111‘1.?":'1‘}?1‘:¢:\.“n'mswti
nuportant i the various 1'(‘(_‘1'111111.]_: aveas,  They ave mw\T.‘\, ;qm‘ nral, and
are those which, from past Distory or presentoocenpaiions el ‘1' appewr oo be
most desivable as =oldiers. 'l'lxel'c_ ;n'c'otlu*r‘cllftu's, many :]mwm ¢ »‘rwnwctwl
with these, that will be found deseribed i Pavt TL \\'1\1"1]”.\"1'»!1;(( b ~1,.<41:1;1;1}r‘ g-‘,(?d
enlistmoents, but they are cither too HUNLCPOUS oF too st o e ';HI 17;:.»](5‘1,.,1 in
the Table.  Exact numbers of the tllﬁm*gnt (,'1;1.\‘,\‘}*& \\'111 o foand 1“(«‘(“‘.‘\4‘.1-11,,
tions.,  Many eastes ave to be fornd in all distriet s, :11}4’1 taeae are indicated
in the notes at foot of the Table, })omg‘. only mentioned st distriets, &e.
in cases where they specially predonminate m those districts,

Al Telueu castes and men whose home-speeelis Tohieneverc the eastes
such as Nararai ov Dalya, who lave .\.Mtlul m the Tamil Distew 13, By l)c.mu
excluded, as have also the merchant, writer and tradesmen castes (the lefies,
Voodelliors, Komativs, Kanaldrans, Kailoolaws, &c..

The Arvtican (Kamnoilan) and Potter custes (Wousurans, wnd the tank-dicoers
(the (ddes or Wudders) are also not referved to the tabic as mihey chiages,

but a note will be found on them in Part 1, and Pioneers wnd Sappers may of
course find them usctul.

Dhobis, Barbers and Chakklers have also been exeluded, antal relirious
mendicants, temple servanis, &e. Finally the [datyars awd Ko e cshicpiierds)
have heen kept out as being in no sense a mihitary caste, and notad for their

: , ,
stllp-.\?l.ty.

There is one caste of Telugn orizin, settled chiefly in Madura and Ramnad,
called Totiiyan, who speak Tamil and abqut “"hwh some mformation mizht be
desirable as they are said to have been soldiers formerly.
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TABLE of Castes by Distriocts.
Civil Districte, &o. assigned .
hnt‘;.:la'c ];lag:l,i?r):: fiu Predominating\ classes. See notes in Part II.

C. 0. 110 of 16-2-97.

Y -

jore ... | Agamudaiyans, Kallans, M i :
mnra and Ramnad .. | Kallans, Maravans, ’Ag:::l;:?;az:,n nigans or Palli.

Nathambadyans, Pariviram.

hm‘gans: veullll,

Tinnevelly ... ... | Maravans and Christians, Paravans, Labbays, Shianans
Anantapur .. o Mussulmans, Mahrattas Aré
Ouddapah ... . Lambédis. or Arée, Bedars, Boyas or Bestas,
Trichinopoly ... ... | Kall . i
Pudnootia y K:u:::.and Ambalakkéran, Uralis, Vanniyans or Palli.
Coimbatore ... ... | Velldlas, Vettavan, Agamudaiyan, Ambalakk4ran
'll%ydembad .
urnool
Nel]o: Mussulmans, Bedars, Lamb4dis.
Salem A i
... | Agamudaiyans, Ambalakks
N. Arcot Agamudaiyans: Pallis and E;Z%hzegﬁfétgaﬁl::éllz:invm'
Hyderabad ... .. | Mussulmans.

Travancore and Cochin ... | Picked Nairs.

Mysore M . :
Coorg . 7| Goopga e Mehrattas, Rajputs, Kshatriyas, Bodars.
S, Ca.na;ra, . ... | Tiyyans, Moplahs, Vettuvans.
... | Bants, Mahrattas, Arés, Billavas, Halepaik, Moplahs.
Chingleput Pariah i
s and Pallis, Palayakk4
g.“gf:zt o | AN suthorized oL se:. ayakkaran, Vedahs and Bedars.
... | Agamudaiyans, Pallis and Pariahs, Karélan, Vellalas.
Ganjam ‘ Hill Qori i
- oriyas (Paiks, Ro
g:l:'iaéx;?wm... } Kottiyas) and Kh’ond: >
Kistna Gonds and Koyas }Sittglet_i Tamils, and Native
Jeypore Hill Ooriyas and Khonds Jl ristians,

Nore 1.—Mussulmans are to be found and can be enlisted i
where they are mostly converted Telugus.

» 2.—~Rajputs, Mahrattas, and so-called K i
, Mahr , and so- shatriyas are scatt i i istri
. Paj:ﬁ de;cxl'll.]:)m;nsli 'lh; ‘ Kshatriyas’ of Tinnevelly ;?"e fﬁg(siﬂ?siﬁ;ln;l :)III‘n tl::il;lsy lgr:aeDr;Stnc“'
» — s, Pallis, Pallans, Padyachee, Valluvans, P ' il Christi n i
St in 4% distriois should ne carefuu): andarams and Tamil Christians in all Districts.
vegetarians. See note on Vellalas,

n all Districts except in the Northern Circars

picked. Many of the sub-castes are professed

n
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o
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Of the above classes, it will be noticed, some enlist, now in large numbers,
others only very little, and some not at all.

Regiments and Recruiting Officers ave not in any way restricted 1n their en-
listments to the classes named, but 1t will be found that they really cover all the

best Tamil and Mahomedan material.

The descriptions of the various classes will make this more clear.

In portioning out tbe whole Presidency into arcas for cach croup of linked
Battalions, it i unavoidable that some groups should have a =wpius of one kind
of material and a deficiency of another.  Some may even find the oround assigned
to the group too poor in cood men to fully supply the vequirements of the link.
[n this case a report should Le made to Command Head Quarters. What 13
required first of all is information of the resources of the whole country, and it i3
only by a prelimmary division of this kind thar full and accurate reports o each
District can be ensured.  In caxes of known barrenness of anthorized classes, such
as in the Northern Distriets, the ditHeulty has heen met, as far ax possible, by
allotting a larger extent of territory.
will be seen from the figures in
o our annual wants<in the matter

of reernits, if these clisses can only he ot in time. tooenlis frecly. At present

many of them hardly enlist at all. Commanding Oflicers should frowever, if not
already done, have a caveful list of eastes and sub-castes prepared of all the
commparizon, not only with

men at present in their Reoiments, for purposes of ]

these notes but with the information thar will he given them by Reeruiting Officers.
cleaver definition of the Class
kept apart from others.

The numbers of the hest classes ave, as
Part 11, far more than sufficient 1’unmp1_vpruvuln1

This will alzso greatly facilitate the eventual

Companies, and help to determme which elasses should be

The most suitable classes for onlistzment at present may he hroadly divided

as follows :—
(1) Mussulmanx, except converted Telugus.
(2) Tamils, and certa in Canarese 'usles.
(3) Low caste Tamils, and Christions.
(4) Foretyners and Suitlers.  (Rajputs, Mahrattas, &e
5) Certain Hill and Forest tribes,
(1) MUSSULMANS.

In regard to (1, attention may be drown to the fact thar the reeruiting for
Mussulmans has become toc much localized n the present recruiting orounds,
and among the sons and rations of =ep L8 New blood requires working up,
especially in Hyderabad and the Decenn, Mysore, the Ceded Distriets, &e., &e.

The Moplihs of the West Const are a =peeial case and need not be considered
at present, and the same remark may be beld 1o apply o the Coorge.

Labbays are a wandering class of Mabomedans very much the samoe as
Moplahs. They are found on the Coromnde! Coast as n';’:dm's, divers, hoatmen, &e.,
and inlaud as traders. They arc partly {he descendants of Arab mmigrants,
partly converted aboriginals, T relivion they are orthodox Mahomedans, bug
i v . . s h . R
their home-gpeech 1s Tamil, and  thelr marriage cercmomnies an many  respects
closely rescible those of lower 1lindu castes.

They do not perhaps come much within the reach of recruiting operaaons

but would probably be wood enlistments 1f they took to 1. It

at pruscnt‘, -
what 15 thought of

would be interesting to know if theve are any in our ranks «
them.
IWahabis are a class of Maliomedans (few in numbers) whom 1t is entirily

prohibitcd to enlist.



+ siithe ordiniary Mahomedans of the Madras -Pre‘sideney, besides thosie. aIready
Haimed, are divided into— . 7 ST T
‘ - Sheikhs, ’

- Bayids,
e Pathans,
e Moguls, °

g : : - claimed descent. The Sheikhs predominate in the Northern
' ﬁ'&%ﬁff)g&zg and number about half a million in the Presidenc ;‘of. the
” 8ayids there are less than 100,000, Pathans 70,000, Moguls 12,000. The differ-
ence of these races is immaterial as far as recruiting goes. Practically all our
‘Mahomedans are of the Suni sect. - There are said to be about 2,000 pure Arabs
“seattered in the Tinnevelly and Trichinopoly I?lstr1cts,'and ’probablz a great deal
?f very pearly pure Arab blood is to be found in the Nizam’s dominions.

(2) TAMILS AND CANARESE.

LY

" The Tamils are the descendants of the dark-skinned _aboriginal. races of the
wth. Most of them, especially those of the plains, have intefmarried with, and
become mixed up with successive conquerors and settlers (Aryauvs, Telugus and
.gther Northern races), but some tribes, such as the Maravars and Kullars, have,
from their original turbulent spirit, held the invaders aloof, and thus kept the old
séwvage blood more pure; and what the warlike habits of these has done for them,
%he hills and forests have done for the hill and jungle tribes, while the memial
s of their occupations, or the state of slavery (from which only the British

,ation emancipated them) have prevented the mixing of the Pariah and
wieaste blood with that of higher and haughtier invaders. ‘

" Many of the classes we include in (2) are thus, illiterate, aboriginal, demon-
worshipping tribes, low in the scale of humanity perhaps, but, who, more from
the nature of their occupation’ (agriculture) than anything else, escape the
-degradation of causing pollution. Those who have been influenced by * caste”
at all, do not rise much above the Sudra division of Manu.

The word ¢ Sudra’ is of course, properly speaking, mot applicable to Madras
* Castes at all; but it is a convenient expression for purposes of comparison, to
‘donote those inferior castes which however do not pollute. In this sense it

is occasionally used in the Census.

In order to get many of the classes in (2) to enlist, it will probably be found
‘that a line will have to be drawn between them and the out-castes, and the

t:i  latter kept together in separate companies, if not, eventually, in separate regiments.
it - The classes of Tamils of (2), that are described or referred to in the notes in
’ Part I1, are the following :—
Kallans, \ Vanniyas or Pallis,
Maravans, ' Muppen, o
Agamudaiyans, Urals,
llamagans, Vettuvan,
Ambalakarran, Ekari, .
Palayakkaran, ‘ Mutracha and Muttiriyan,
Parivaram, ) Vedars, .
Vellalas, Karalan,
Nattaman, Valaiyan,
Malaiman, The Kamm4lan or Artisan Castes,
.Sudarman, Oddes or Wudders,
- TUdaiyan, Uppiliyan and Uppara,
- Vallamban, Sembadavan, :
'+ Puluvan, Pattanavan,

| with their sub-castes and sub-divisions.

W
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\ : : : : .
There are also certain Canarese castes which will be found described in the
notes, and who may be worth a trial. For the sake of convenience they are
given here in a scparate list as follows :—

Nans. |  Servegara.

Anuppan. (Canarese farmers settled in the Tumil Districts of Madura,
Tinnevelly and Coimbatore, sce description).

Nadava. Kannadiyun.

Banta or Bants. Bedars (Hantrerss,

Vakkaliea, Kurie'chan (Hunters .

(3) Low-Caste Taxins, o

Many of theze are pollnting castes, and thouctt i weodus rlvonds 18 at present
established i our Reeiments, still there ix no doubt that the indiseriminai» mixing
in. in the Companies, of polluting castes, mus tend 1o weep out the more un-
sophisticated agriculoural tribes who, by enlisting at present, lay themselvesopen to
the deorading eharge of associating with Paviabis and anclean persons.

There are 1o hetter men in the Avuy than the Towe-castes, but they should
Revimeniallyy be gradually ot mto separate Companies,

The low-caste Tamils themselves are quite as anxious to keep apart from
other eastes, as the other castes are from them.

In o village, where the Parahs hive N separate gqnarter. the grrriackir,
the entrance of a Brahman is every bit as muceh vesened as the entranee of a
Pavialh o the agraferan, or Braliman quarter. The Paviahs aned o castes
look upon themselves not without pride, and their Dreqeent refasal to wive tueir
caste 1s Parvinh is traceable to this, the name < Paviah* heing one of ackiowledeed
abhorrence and confempt. The out-castes in the South have tried 1o eonstitute
themselves into a Gfth ereai casie in addition to the tour Brahman castes (of
Brahman, Rajput or Kshatriva, Valsya, and Sudra) and there are evidences to
ow  that the Pariah has, in former times, held o nosition of considerable
mfluence.

Ax soldiers they are a most useful and adapiable class, and there ol value
would be much more strikingly brought out I sepirate, low-custe, Compantes,

“he onlistment of these men (and they arve very numerous) 1= 1o he ¢om-
mended and encouraged moevery way, and it may be noted that this 15 a class
in which no headmen of tribes have to he constdered, the Britisli officer being
the only man who ever has any real anthority and power over them. ”

The main classes of people that may be included under the head of * low-
castes 7 ave the following :—

Native Clristians,

Pariahs,

Pallar or Pullan,

Shenidns  or Tamil toddy-drawers, but these themselves elaim to be a

non-polluting caste.

Canarese low=castes, and foddy-drawers of e West Coast (Togyans, Thevans,
Billavas, Halepaik, Idija and Tandan).

Of the above, the Pariah and Christian ave undoubtedly the best men.

It must be distinetly understood that it is very difficult to draw an exact
line between castes that are considered to pollute and those whicly, while very
low in the scale, still just manage to escape this. By “eastes™ indeed it is
hardly possible to do thiz, but by individual eases it may be done. Tt ean be done
at the time of allotting a reeruit to a Company, by the easte deseription sent
in with him by the Recruiting or other enlisting officer, and the opinion of
the Native officers. Onuly undoubtedly Pariahs and other out-castes should be
allotted to the low-caste Companies.
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[n such cases they assume the title of Pillay and become even move strict n
caste observances than the Vellala himself.  Though low in caste in 1 Brahman’s
eves they do not pollute, and themselves look down upon the Parviah.

Both males and females are aceustomed to streteh to the utmost possible limit
the lobes of their ears. Tt is not uneommon to see the ears ol a Kallan hanging on
his shoulders. When violently angry a Kallan will sometimes tear in two the
attenuated strips of flosh which constitute his ears, and this is alzo the threat
employed by a Kallan woman to any Kallans who should artempt to rob or

pillage a party ov cart protected by her preseuce.

Manavaxs or Mazavars (303175 .

The Maravans are found chiefly in the Madwra aml Tinnevelly Distriets
where they occupy the tracts hordering on the Coast from Cape Comorin to - the
Northern limits of the Ramnad Zemindari.  The proprictor (the Nettiupaiti) of
that estate, and the Rajah of the great Sivaganza Zoemiidari, ave hoth of thig
caste.  Like the Kallans the Maravans are an aboririnal tribe of Dravidian origin,
and indeed all the three castes of Kallans, Maravans, and Acambadyvans are allied
by descent; but the Maravans must lave been one of the firat of the Dravidian
tribes that penctrated to the South of the peninsula.  Like rhe Kallans they have

been but little affected by Brahmanical influence.

“In former days they were a fierce and turbulent race, famons for their
military prowess. At one thne they temporarily held possession of the Pandya
Kingdom, and, at a later date their armics gave valuable azsistance to Firamala
Navakkan.  They cave the British mueh trouble at the end of fast century and
the beginning of this, but they are now much the same as other ryots, though
perhaps somewhat more bold and Tawless.”

There are as usual a ercat number of subdivisions of the caste, amongst
which are found both Kallan and Agambadyan Maravan is also found axoa sub-
division of Kallan, thus supporting the probability of the class connection between
thiese three classes.

With both Kullans and Maravans the marriage of a givl before puberty is rare
and widows may re-marry.

The Maravans, like the Kallans, are nominally Sivaites but they worship their
own peculiar demons Karuppanaswani, Bhadra-Kali, Matiurai Viran and others
whom they habitually propitiate with offerings of lquor, flesh and frats,

They employ Brahmans or Vellalas for ceremonial oceasions. but the worship
of their deities 1s performed by priests drawn from the Paaddram and potter
classes, while devil-dancers are emploved for the propitintion or expulsion
of demons.

The dress of a Maravan usually consists of two pieces of cloth, cuach s1xX cubits
in length, and a korchief for the head.  Their females wear the ordimary jewels
for the hands, feet and neck, but the one that distinonishes them from the females
of other castes 1sa simple ornament about 2 inchex Jone consistine of cold and
olass beads, called m Tamil ferrippr. The Maravans will eat flesin, exeent beef
and pork, and have no prejudices as recards intoxicating liguor. The ceneral
name of members of this caste is T/ (god) and some stvle themselves Talairan
(chiefs), Sercatklaran {captains) or Karaiyalan (ruler of the coasti.

The main occupation of the Maravans is farming bat some arc employed as
watchmen.

This appears to be a race in every respect well fitted for sepovs, but who
speak only Tamil and are illiterate and unable to learn any other tongue.
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fo chaim military descent and pussi\w\_\' aleo aomilary
appoars 10 he no reason pes S fop rojecting @oamit hrenuse
hitly claim the title.  Inocases of men peturning those castuos,
Lo aseortainthe o= reat ¢ | ctaniding, judom by liks el

lotous heliefs, &e.
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e noeed avoud as cnlisiments.
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fof them  aro Koteyasi (from Kote a fort) and Bamakshatri: The ’ﬁ&iemn o

speak Konkani.

constables, and a f . :
Canareso S6rve :n m’; ShOPkGOPers. The name Servegara is derived from the

‘ Inrehgion they are Hindus, and like most West Coast trib . artia
,wjthé "Wforship of .Shiva.. and Vishnu. They wear the sa.g'e?is ?ﬁ?‘e:.((liuan-{‘lg l'
ﬁaqh bnt do not drmk liquor. Their titles are Nayak, Aiya, Rao and Qheregireat

' Nams (393,768).

" The Nairs were undoubtedly originally a militar
term includes persons who by hef'edita%-y_ oc({upa.tion a.rZ ti::l?r:s
gers, palanquin bearers, and even barbers and washermen. The term at
may be considered to be a.ln;bst as wide as the term ¢ Sudra.” The differe at P esont
that go by the name of Nair now, have no real community of interest ndsec!nons
eat together nor intermarry. - This fact has alway ' 8% and neither

. : stob in mind in d;
g the manners and customs of the so-called Nairs. ©borne in mind in discuse-

' 'Strictly speaking, the Kiriyatti £ .

‘ pes s yattil, Purdttu Chérna d
the only sub-divisions which i » and Agattu Chérna, ar
fOi'iper days. ich may be said to have been military and dominant i;

but at present the
» artizans, oil-mon-

) Klnyat'ﬁl is by common consent the hi | |

. Bianyattl 18 I [ e highest caste i i ; }

mﬁ e%l?’ﬁ:?tlul% 1}1132 ;n us% 11]n th? greater part of North lil:f:ll):.lr,s‘:lﬁggé tlﬁ:tclg};:
styled Purattu Charna. ese formed the militi

« gnt;;f.he Nair chieftains ‘of those times, (the ?2;”1:'2 srll'gper e:.ft fihedflormer Jaye,
present day) were of this class. ' &Y andlords of the

. Agattu Charna Nairs, and, to so ' .
the armed dependants of Rajahs; and N?lil?lfg?fig.sudm Nai

_ . Flesh is eaten by such Nair
. - . .. . s
Splntuous liquors are also allowed. 2 can affor

o

r3 (42,429) also, were

d it, and fish is generally used.

- Nairs are not much enlisted in our regular Regiments

o Patko (8,441).

- This israther an occupational th

I ] an a caste name. It 1

Thesz r;gnd:vxgl)'t;e ;I}‘Jaenzega}nerés of the Uriya chiefs of Gan?:;niiQO%ESOIdIeP’tand
ranted lands on feudal tenure I ey

They are Iiow ordinary agriculturists. Some areaggl ll)slo?ig?d tho Do Sastes.

peons in the various public departments  thom ro  opopice and as

Odiya (Uriya' caste, th Most of them are probab]
ot division}; . » though a number of other cagte names appe}z:rs in t.IZe (l)fstﬂ(l)?

See also notes on Hill Uriyas and Khonds

(B) Classes given by the Census as not formerly military and do inar
; minant.

VELLALAS (2,145,860).

The € are the creat f 1 r ca ' | t l I
S o ¢ a me aste o he ami cou
stlong.lj eplebent‘ed 1 all Paulﬂ Dl'StI ictS. V el]alan means a “cultivato » ]I
I', rat er

than a man of a particular tr
n ribe or count ivi
a number of sub-castes which are practicallyP d,i;ﬂrilgctthe Vellalas are divided into

of ¥he Servegaras of South (Caara is Canarese, while their brethren in the Nog-tuh

. They have now taken to. agricuiture, but .some are employed as Peoné I ,

ntr
Y> and are consequently Cultivators.

A .
L?;- TRelogpmer ,

1o

Some of the Vellalas arve proprictors of land while others ave cultivators. A
fow arc engaged in trade, hut, axa }»ml)', they are devoted to asricultural ]»112'::1119.
They are o proad people, and awill not themselves hanr(ll(: the Vplnng]\. il‘hey
follow the usages and ohservances of their caste with great strictness, :1'm1, cramse-
are reoarded by Hindus cenerally as oceupying high =ocial status,
31)p1'&);1ching in honour to that held by Hlk“”l.‘;l]llnz:ilﬁi \\‘hu.\'(_* ,C“f\t‘-”“f\"‘, ‘111”1'~1i{‘11um
to cating and drinking, and the treatment of '\\'uh,\\‘s, they strive to imitate. They
are 1]1!).’\“‘(1\" worshippers of Qhive and some of them eat meat, bur =ome ‘uf Vt‘ho, =ub-
cagtes follow Bralimanieal customs very closely and e pnmx\-swd voeootavians and
should therefore he avoided as enlistments,

030 sub-divisions in the laxt Censns of which

quently

They have returned as many as
the most important are the followimg.
Kdraiklit Vellalas.  Said to be pire vegelarians.
Vost numerons iSalenvand Tanjore,

Mozt merons in Madura.

Wodkldl Tellalas. Betelleal growers.
but there is a fair pumber in Tinnevelly and Madura also,
Namne derived from tving the Tair g knoh on top of thie

Nondaikatti 1ellalas. . n '
gl position anony \elladus,

head. lixtremely ctriet in their customs ad hold ol
No-hioa (Sholid).  Striet vegetavians.
Tlhev are rather

v ‘ 3 3 ! v . .
Tondimandalem, Y ecetarianz, hut =cme of thenm now eat tesh
except the

superior Vellalas and eall themselves Vudali while all other Vellalas,
Kongu, are called Dillar.

Konga. Found chictly in Coimhatore and Salem hut alzo mmerous in Madnra
and Tinnevelly.  They hold a relatively Tow position among Vellalas and no other
Vellaly will take his meals with them.  They have a .\'m‘new]mt e_lnl»orme casto
gvetem and employ Loth Bralimans and ‘mun.\ln(‘l',\' af their own fribe as priests.
Their acnomen 18 < Warandan,” a title wiieh s alzo borne by a n'uml)«:r of (_)thcr
castes. “It means a scoundrel or rogue, but may possibiy he derived from Karcan
or Karandi a shng.

Nacehai, A sub-division from Salenn. No information regarding it

Tendisai. Possibly a branch of the Nongas.

Pulwea.  Timmigrants from the Mol conntry, a part of the modern district of
South Canara. Most numerous in North and South Avceot, and Chingleput.

Agam wdatyan and Udaiyan are alzo oiven as aub-casfes of \'f‘llillﬂ,\‘..lillt m reahity
these are i separate caste, and only show how Joosely the term ellalais really used.

The Acamudaiyan desiring to elaim a higher caste ealls himseli a Vellala.
See page 13

Sp(‘n]\'illg‘ of the Vellalas as a whole, it may be sni.d that they ave not altorether
<oldiers, though they now cnlist freelve They vever have

a desirable class for v ‘ .
and their veretarianism and =trict Bralnnancal  eustoms

been a military caste, i
make them unflitted for the service.
NATTAVAN (97,406, Mapansax (3 L9361 SUDARMAN (L7004 Unayax ¢53,007),
Tamil Castes are clozelv comnected. The Jast 1z probably a title
rather than a caste, and is the usual awnoien of ﬂltj ;\;m:}m:m.\t, Malaimans _;md
Sudarming, as also of the potter caste (\l\w.\':x‘.':m). :\:m:mmnv DITHERE ml:m of the‘
i, Valaiimii, Saoman ol the hills, ad Sadarnein, Tone who does coady o hero.,
11‘1'1‘11-11111)%1'1 s another form of Nattanai. Pracdition traces the descent of the

three castes from a certaii DéEva e,

These four

4 Chira Kioe, who had three wives, by cach
of whom he Ll o son, and these were e ancestors of the three castes, There
are other stories, hut all agoree masevibimy the ortoine of the castes to a single

11 ~cems 111‘111»:1\»‘;0 that they ave descendants of

])1'1»11(,‘niim' of the Chdva dynasty. ( |
ﬂuf\'('d:n' coldiors of the Kongw conniry wlio woere imduceed to <o1tle i the castern
Qistriets of the Chdra Kinedon. Addivional evidenes of the tmportant position
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L'ﬂley once held is afford '

th - ed by the titles Punddriydr; L

e treasury) which some of them still use. mSloy:lg ffa %ilzﬁtt:;a(cus ilans of
' in are locall

styled Poligars (Pila kkd ;
intrequent. (Pilayakkdran) by the ordinary ryots, and the title Kdvalgir is n {
o

The name of each cast
Udainén i ch caste appears as a sub-divisio
Malag;:;.nm 1?71:& : ;:’:b dl:fllSIOB of a}l. The main sub-d.ivixslio(t)lfs ﬂl %&’ t!lel‘ two, and
» Nat n and Sudarmin, about 41,000 out of the total :‘fl{;f?:loa(.)gain are
» 0 bein

.included under the first two
Ind: of these. i i
are now distinct and do not intermae:'ry Tt is said, however, that the three caste%

he maiority of them ar ivi mans ofnclate as their Pr ests
. T ! ‘ are Sai lteS, and Brah fliciat hei

1ri8 are ma.rrled either before or after puberty but there 18 la. tend ’ :

G 1 ’ ency towards.

the adoption of the former :
. " tom. Divorce i
wife. Widows may not re :’1‘11; orce is granted only f
{ -marry. The use of flesh is all y lor adultery by th
owed, but Malaims T e
ns are

said to be vegetaria

Ies ns. Among the Nattamd
a newly-married co ive 1 attamins there is a peculi

y uple to live in a house of their own inslt);eagh:g custom requiring

» a8 usual am

on

most castes, in the house
( ) of the husband’
unenviable notoriety as receivers of stolenn}()ir(s)pg::;nt& The Malaiméns have ag

As regards th i
of cu'ltivato%s e Magut-l:a(g:g-?gledbs;néh also called Nattambadi, there i
o puid .
page 116), called Nathambadiyan whichrgn%r(o%;%(li; t{:lbes and CaSteSISV?)Ic?ﬁe
e same T

speaks of them as *¢ ,
Catholics. a fine manly race.” Many of them havec%sm' Sherring
ecome Roman

Varnanpax (15,620
The Valla o
northern paria of tho Madura disirict,  They are suopered 1 LoPo"
a Vellilan and a Valaiya female, a tradi?:{o:rsvlsl?c%px:g o thz’o?ffzgr;;l;lﬁ

as showing that the ol
y are a civilised section of the Valai perhaps be i
’ alalyan caste (se mtﬁl‘pt‘eted
e page 21).

PuLuvans (6,846).

This is a sm idi : .

tore. The Pulavaz;lxlmD; :Zlgﬁanl tribe of cultivators found in the distri

are supposed to be the d e learned men among the Coimbatos riot of Coimba-

from Coimbatore writes thePOSItarles qf .the poet Kamban’s Worksre Yelldlans, and

sorvice, and derives the a(ti jt:.;he t‘radltlonal occupation of this - One authority

thinks that th word from bhu’ earth and ‘valavan,’ caste 18 military
e correct word is Puruvan, aborigines n,’ a ruler; while another

Their girls are marri
of th .rled usually after th i 3
e dead, both cremation and burial are in :Zgﬁgtal&:l ggglggéy Ibn the disposal

’ eing towards

Konga Velldlas. 'Th
7 . e Ccom o ’
Mandaradi (Manradi) is also E]S%I(li;aonomen of the Piluvans is Kavandan, but

Axvppan (10,474).

This is a small
caste of C
of Madura, Ti _Canarese farmers, found chi : A
been Myso’re lgﬁe‘é(:}é{har(]}d Coimbatore. T'heir original cl?;fxiyaj;p the (Exstlr lots
anara, probably tl ’ appears 1o have
corrupt form of Canarese. Th » probavly the former. Their 1 .
Census r i o) ‘e_most important sub-divisi angiage 1s a
o sub-d?frlilsri?)i’ flsﬁlhlmsllam (‘lily clan’). The majorglyvlﬁgz, a;:cordmg to the
The sacred thread is.not v;)me .of t’hem are Saivites and Otﬁ';;;lﬂ‘l’ed. Aanpan
vites, but nob by the Saivitom ; Brdhmans are employed as priests b t]?lShnqvltes'
sttained puberty. Tn mat ei]s.. Their girls are generally married af{ e]Valshna-
ages, and adultory is 10 ¢ ;31 niggi fhusband_ and wife, no consideration i: I[.);i:ieg hli“te
comes of a ) . committed within th o their
ge. Re-marriage of widows is practised, guiazte;v}))fxf:;e (;:!le hus(,;band
wvorced for

adultery cannot re-marry duri o 1
asual title. y during the life time of her husband. Kavandan is thei
eir

ar

satiin:

Bt it eurers,

breedors
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N ADAVA (BR,G] ).

This is another caste of Canarese farmers, found emly South  Canara.
Tie Naduavas Lave returned foar sub-divisions, Banr and {wo
of the other thiree are cub-divigions of Bants, the
In the case of 33,212 dividuals, Ndadava has been retarne
There 18 no further information vorarding the easte, but they xeem to be closely

Allied to the Banta easte, of which Nidava 1z one of the sub-divisons.

one of which 1=
most important boing Sfasidn
| as onbedivision alzo.

Banta (70,119).
This is the great cultivating caste of South  Canara. The -vord Banta
in Tulu means T4 pm\'m'f'nl man or soldier) and the  Dants were cmploved
as soldiers in the time of the Tulu Kings.  The number of cub-divisions returned
the most

by them s 19, of which  Muasiddika, Jain o and Parivara  are
nnportant, though the fatter two arc 1'(,‘p1'vscntw1 by only anall vumbers. The
Jain Dants nvariably wear the saered thready the Mosadika Buants, it dew
exceptiols, Jdo not wear ity nor do the Parivara Bauts Dralimis are ol

employed as pric=ts by all Bauts, except, of course, e Jain section, Wi have
thioir own priests called @ Dnbras” - The caste barber, however, olicintes ae priest
for the purpose of removing pmﬂutinn.

The Jain Baunts are strietly vegetarians, while the other two elusses eat tlesh
and dvink hquor whenever they can afford 1. The dend ave senerihy bharnty
s ciused by smadl pox, leprosy or cholora, i which case ey are
They have noe special tile, hut:
Lvary fond

unless deat
puried.  The Bants are cread dovil-worshippers.
they use family names, of which there are ahout fifty. The Bants
of builalo races.

\V AKKALIGA (61,854
o, 4 chiefly the district of Canmba-

lhi.\ ]:\ (1]](\th(l (,Hlti\‘lt)“,\“’ C.lSte
\ . l‘ ra 'iv' Qlary
) J)?

amall numbers in the Salem,

tore, though l'uln‘osontvd m
Nilgiris and South Canara districis. The term Ofledli g ov Vakizaboot i drrived
the Canarese Ol di,  whieh means cultivation or acrienliare The

from

Vakkaligas say they are the descendants of the Balkil Ritjahs of Anacursti and
that they lelr {heir homes 10 }»\11'.<\1i1 of wore suitable oecupation and =etrled them-
golves 1o Konganid (Colmbatore). They have returned 92 sub divicions, of which
ouly two ave pumerically large, namely [daiya (1 1,544) and Kudi (25,090

They employ Dridliman priests for their

They Jdo not wear the sacred thread.
o=t o thelr ewn caste

ceremonies, but in all other matters they ave cutded by aj
©ealled ‘l'duiy:in.’ Thewr g‘n"}s are married usually after pu'l)crt_\‘, and their widows
are Alowed to re-marry. The dead are cither burned ov bhuried, Thew ceneral

name 18 GGondd.
FoaxNaniTax (16,0570
the provinee of Myzore. Their e ditional

These are imnigrauts from
TOTTW,

have  been  nnhitary corvice,  although they

pceupation is o =uid o
They ave wsnle o cortles

at present, differont pnr.\'nit.\ o different districts.
preeders and cultivators in North Arvcot, South Apeot and Clingiepat, and
(racters in the Southern districts. Most of them are Linwiyats, Bt o fow are
Vaishuavites. They cmploy Drihimans s priest=. Ther Qn'l; are married either
or after puberiy. Livoree is allowed only tor aduliery byt wile.
The dead ave cither hurned or horied, They eat
Their usnal agnomen 13 [laut, wnd osome I.’“C“S

belfore

Widows may not re-1arTy.

mutton, fowlz, fixh and deer.
they are addressed as < Nayakhkan.

VANNITAKS OR PALLI ('?,151,()7-1‘1.

The Pallis, Vannigans, or Dadaiydchis arve found in all the Tamil Jigtriets

but arc most numerous Al Qqlem and North and Sonth Aveots I Aladurs

there are only 20,000 of them, and in Tinnevelly but 22 There can, |1
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think, be little doubt that Palli and - Palla are etym(_)log'ica_.lly the same word,
but the castes are now quite distinct. ° Vanniyan’ is derived from Sanskrit
Vahni, fire, and the Pallis claim to belong to the Agniculam or Fire Race. The
.pame Vanniyan seems to have been introduced by the Brdhmans, possibly to
tify the desire of the Pallis for genealogical distinction. ‘ Padaiydchi ’ mieans
a soldier and is also of late origin. That the Pallis were once an influential and
independent community may be admitted, and in their present desire to be classed
as Kshatriyas, they are merely giving expression to this belief, but unless an
entirely new meaning is to be given to the term ¢ Kshatriya’ their claim must be
dismissed as absurd. After the fall of the Pallava dynasty the Pallis became
icultural servants under the Velldlas, and it is only since the advent of British
rule that they have begun to assert their claims to a higher position. The bulk of
them are still labourers, but many now farm their own lands, while others are
engaged in trade.

In religion they profess to be Saivites, but most of them are demonolaters.
¢« Dr. Buchanan says ‘“they are much addicted to the worship of the Saktis or
« destructive powers ;. and endeavour to avert their wrath by bloody sacrifices.
¢ Phese are performed by cutting off the animal’s head before the door of the
« temple, and invoking the deity to partake of the sacrifice. There is no altar,
« por is the blood sprinkled on the image, and the body serves the votaries for

s g feast.”

! They are allowed to eat animal food and to drink spirituous liquors. They

s both burn and bury the dead. Their usual agnomen is Kavandan or Padaiydchi,
but some of them who strive for a higher social standing call themselves
¢ Nayakkan.’

Vanniyans or Vanniyas must not be confused with Vdniyas (Vauniyas),
oil-pressers. ’

Pasarvax (2,059,466).

The Pariahs of the Tamil country are so well known that very little descrip-
tion of them is neéded here in addition to what has already been said under the
head of low-castes. A large proportion of those who are returned in the Census as
Native Christians belong to this caste. They are aborigines by descent, and were
slaves prior to the British occupation. It has, however, frequently been alleged
that the Pariahs at one time held an influential position ; of which indeed certain
privileges, which are jealously cherished, still survive.

They have returned 348 sub-divisions, of which Tangalan and Katti are perhaps”
the most numerous, and said to be the best for soldiers.

.The Pariahs have not been much affected by Brahmanism, though, in cere-
monies, they have not altogether escaped its influence. They are nominally
Saivites but worship their own village gods and demons. ’

Valluvas and Panddrams are their priests. They bury the dead. Their oc-
cupation is mostly that of field labourers, but they perform any service:

They are to be found in all districts but are most numerous in Chingleput and
South Arcot where they number 26 per cent. of the Hindu population. They are
of the right hand caste, while the Pallans are of the left.

Namive Curistiaxs (731,052).

The numbers are those of persons who have returned themselves as Native
Christian by castr, but some have retained their own caste and only returned
Cliristianity as their religion.  As a rule the K+ man Catholic Missionaries allow
the retention of caste while the Protestants discourage it. The Shdndns and
P.iriahs return the greatest number of Christiaus, viz., 21,836 and 25,461 respec-
tively. As enlistments, the remarks on Parialis apply equally to Christians.

)

T R War b nian &e.
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Pattas 700080

The Pallans or Pallas ave o clios of sovicubioral fabicoers found ehilefly i
Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Macdors and Tioeevediv They are cos Tarly WL T ONS
i paris of Salem aned Coimearore, bt o tie remeaning Tamil distriets they are
found only i very smalbnunners, e Parad cans the Pallas are nominally Savits,
but in reality devilworshippers, Covopdine to <omne aceounts they have no
priests; cecording 1o otbers thev enrpaoy Vallvas, The use of tesh and Hquor is
allowed, but the Pallas will ot eat heet. The common titles wre Wiippan and
K domban and <one stvle themselves Moanwidic Kodwmdan is probably a form of
Kurumban, and Mawmidi i corrapiion of Veoradic actitle horne by the Pallava
(Kuramban) people. It thus seens not mnprobable that the Pallas are represen-

tatives of the old Pallavas or Kurmnbas,
Mupras (29,655).

Like the title Ambalakkdvan of the Natkan tites e oword Mappan or

Maoopen, meaning headman, is nscd opea nithe by the Vaavi and Sedurnn
enstes, Some Kullans too, i the T drsimes seen o Bove thos title, and
it s also borne by persons of o few Gl en<tes. Mostoof thens e serienitural

Labourers, while ondy a few we B proprerors, Trode ot as nodistinet caste
in the Tanjore Manual, but v i donini T e nc e more tean e titde,

Plar o 12,2000,

Crali is the vame of o caste of aoviculioral labourers found chiefly in the
Gistriets of Maduea aud Trichimopoly. Theword Uil menns Coruler of avillage)
ike the Ambalakkirans they trace their descent from one Mutturaja, and the
only sub-division returned by any e is Mutielan. They also assert that
thovy were formerly emploved as =oldiers. o the Wandd there s a0 section of
Kiurumbag ealled Crali Kurnnbase and ioie uet dnprobable that these Urilis of
the Tamil country are an offshoot of thie wreat Niambea ree. Dralimans aet as
their priests; giwﬂs may marrey after they come of ave; widow re-marriace is
practised ; the dead are usually burneds theie title 1s Naeardan,

Vierrevay (s1552).

The Vittuvans are fonnd ehicfhv in Coimbtore, Salen Machora e Madabar,
Thev are the descendants of Vidars onter<), who served o sobdiers under the
Konen Kines, Vidan and Véttuvan boing 1wo devivatives of the same roct, One
of the laroest sub-divisions returned 1< Nividan or S haober” e wedows may

o

not re-marry.  They cui flesh exeopt beois el conunien 1= Ao,

YRS T E

This ecastg ¢ formd chicefly in e ldapan and the neicbbomdine talnks of
North Arvcot. 1t Le been <aid to be oo =vnonym of Moutrachs, bt the Census
throws doubt on this.  The Ekaris are aooipsy tribe, el i the Neliore Mannad
thev are =aid to be ranters and mercesaries. There 1< et el aniorneaion

aviilable about them.

Merrpacna (JUET760 ovp Muermeiva RN

Muttivivan i the Tonl forn of M craeton which 1e thee Telarm worde Ttas
noi huow whothoer the Lo castes e Llontiend but both e clesc v cornected
Wil‘n he A\nfn;:l;xklulr‘:mf 0 -”‘:[»]zi];“w:l o the pote on that caste,

e Consus deserioes e Vv - T eastos st nerous m the
Ki<tnn, Sellore, Crnddagpic aab o Aot ‘tlf\%}'iw*\y, 1Iz: ;‘,;,.W;,. (LATUICTS Inost
of Ut provadny Peivgoe oot orber Bt e connerted

Ll Ve ol Kedlans wonbd ofeourse be

withe wed Do sab-idsn v

Tuouils.
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In the Tamil districts at any rate they might be as good enlistments as the
other Tamil Castes connected with them. There are probably both Tamil and
Telugu Mutracha and Muttiriyans, the terw being really only an occupational one.

. The Census says they were employed by the Vijianagar kings to defend the
frontiers of their dominions, and were honoured by the title of p«il?gars.

Vepars (42,376) and Bepars (52,387).

The Census Report is of opinion that these two castes should not have been
treated as identical, although the two words are no doubt etymologically of the
same derivation, the one being Canarese and the other Tamil. The Vedars or
Vedans are a Tamil-speaking tribe found in Malabar and the Tamil Districts. while

the numbers of the Bedars given above are nearly all found in Bellary and are the
Canarese Bédaru. The Mysore District Manual (Vol. I, page 829) gives however
no less than 262,101 Bedars in the Mysore State. °

Both are given in the Census under the * Hunters”
supposed by some to })e the remnants of the earliest inhabita
and to be identical with the Veddahs of Ceylon.
resemble each other and the two castes are no dou
tribe. :

R Of the Bedars the Census says (Vol. XIII page 805)—
. i “The Bedars were formerly hunters and soldiers, and it is this e i
furnished a considerable and valuable contingent to the arr;?es :)sf CEISte whiet

Tippu. * * * Their religion is the usual mixture of demon imj

g . . . ¢ olatr

their belief being that the wicked become devils. ® * * Tpey {;ii:f;d ﬁg:&’:;’.’
? ’

a nominal adberence to Vishnavism and employ Sitduis as their priests

Sherring (Hindu Tribes and Castes, Vol. 111, page 153 .
that they are ‘ dark, tall and warlike* and that the§ :Vire p )f;?gesrl()fsgll:ﬁerB?da;i
is said that the Polygars of Mysore consist largely of Be da.rsy Bedas;-.
partly Karnitas, who speak Tamil, and Telingas who speak Teh'lgu. Th: tt‘g

divisions have no social intercourse. The Kurnool Distri
. . st
Bedars with the Boyas or Bestas of that District. rict Manual connects the

Colonel Porteous speaks well of the hunting Vedar
of the tribe ‘‘the forests of the ghauts West of Tinne

Bedars are meant.” Sherring (Vol. 111, page 143
¢ debased, despised and loathed .’ page 149)

More information would be desirable about these two tribes,
Koric’caan (9,876).

This is the hunting caste of Malabar. They are fo i .
Kottayam and Kurumbranad both bordering ony the W;t?:a(lir.l tl’i‘ehzvy:aad and in
bowmen, and played an important part in the Pyche Rajah’s r{ab;l(le'exceuent
beginning of the century. The Kuric’chans affect a great contempt for Bl(-mh?lt the
Their god is called Mittappan, which literally means grandfather rahmans.
subsist mostly by punam (shifting) cultivation. '

Kararan (39,067).

The Kdrdlans are a tribe of hunters and cultivators found in the hills of Salem
and South Arcot. The word means ‘a ruler of clouds’ and possibly refers to
their being mountaineers. Very little information is available about this caste.

C Two of the most important sub-divisions returned by them at the Census were Kolli
C and Pac’chuai, taken evidently from the Kollimalai and Pac’chaimalai Hills.

t | Vararvan (285,760).
ti The Valaiyans are a tribe of hunters found chiefly in Madura and Tanjore,
the name being derived from Tamil valai, a net. Many are employed as agricul-

tural and general labourers; some catch fish in rivers and tanks; others snare
birds and game.
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Thev are said 1o have priests of their own. Their ceremontes are ke those
of the Kallans. Valavans will eat almost anvihine melnding rais. cats, frogs,
rquirrels, e and all except the Vinnpiva anbi-division mayv nse aleohol,

[t ix perhaps doubiful whether the Vidaivaus (the wef Bautersy would make
ag vond soldiers as others of the Luner crouy.

Kavyanan (1704100

The name Kammdalais a generie tern :‘m)lmi Pothe ve Artisan castes, o, 1)
Taitin or Namsala (gult'lsrniﬂm, C ) Ko o Ramehara dhrazoer . o Kollan o
Kinmnaa 1»130ks1ni111), B TacTehan or Videa (o omer ) and o0 ol Tace'ehan
o Nillri (stone-mason ). These are readity distinet casies, T abe Consus it s
atated that the five Artisan Vamid elissos do e ceveradly termmery s but Sherring
(Hindu Tribes and Castes, Vol T pase 1100 <avs that il e cnstomeo e the
North of Tndin, “all these five eastesand nribes are practieally united and cathered
tovether mto cne, for they associate forether o portect cquuity s et aed dink
tooother, aml i111<‘*rr\1:17')'§:,” The ocldamithe, Bowevers o e s od are e 1ot

r(‘n\'}x(‘(itrz"l. The Koaniradas vadee corsiderad feoelaines tooens e Pl ol wear the

N . v ¥ oy 1 1B ..] . .
cered thrend and, inomany pavts ol Plae ety ebm to b e Dralnnans,
enlline thermscles Vasiva Bralmnn-, Tl Dinve prrest of b o and doonot

alloow cvers Brabonens o offfete For them. Lot they matate
coremonices,  The use of flesh and ale Aol s norinadiy forbadden
’ : i : e e b o e Aalle

The Kanmmitans i common with B T TR IR TP AT PR R atled
e EETETEE RN R 1)
" cery b et e the exage-

s i thene

' L e et e in Tl
or otherwise, vere b oled Jdown : vt iy cnstesom India
as clecwhiore.  The Kamnpailas wore orgiiey o] o s
1 henl vy ooy citber caste, e " v,
gevated claims they make now are vidieulod hycvery srhor castes gl o ow
(Ceusus report). -
\ : y Mo wenr he soeved thread wud thene
I\V/’Sfll'lvl//- Th() 1;“1111 ]w{Lt'I' caste. Pl A A «lll j b s ¢ P )
- ke t! TR T Pt b esh e nermte
corenonies are somowl 1 like those v tae o A lA
i e Lol ciupidiny oo Dronoranes are preverbloa
ted hut not widow mar e, Plicie siapidity i i I
: : S
; ¢ ! e of coe oo than s,
Kiumnuira or Kund 112 fhre e of potcers oo b M

Ovpe. (+ soar. Vospeg Wonpin & SR PR R

f

- v [ 1. e e ]‘ . \ N arreie .
The Oddes or Windde e e e I"m\"(,h“ o vmm . I(/)H«"{(ln wrers
g ; cerriete of the PVrosndeney oo e e
‘Hl(l(“\I'I]l-\\'tll'k(‘!‘.\',iulln!l111;1”111,\1;14 v of the Prosadeney, e na ~}H1' | e T
‘ ' ’ 1 whiel e 1y Y EETRRET: (A BV PR AR
})C.l(-(,,-1-”1,11‘”1(\5' Ol cmaodern O b v Toconntry they orzimadiy belon .
. ' . ) i o T . AN
There are both Tamil ae Telugn-=peaking Oddes bur then e s FPeluon,
R Lo . RN TR R AR T TS
Tll(‘\' pl'w\\tl‘ o wWork Inoane,oed Loy, i I‘.Un]!.: Jrors, anid Hnml
) .

iy
intoxiceating Hguors. cir \
Hot et withea l’;xH;x:\'ur l';u'i;‘tlx. g:ll',
trihes ol South Tradi Vot 1“‘,”;']\; | . g
Regiments iy perlinps care for Tt Qddes ax ,\'I»A(llr‘l'f Dt as oaomatter of rfaes
£ i done quite as mueh by the women of (he custe s< the moen.
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A
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Lol coneiand [lw.‘“i“.‘i La :N'«‘w:‘(l!ngl.“.' veryv low Do they will

5 ; 1 N . A
iy nofes then axocne of the erimina!
vt e darine abont thetr crimes, Proneer

thoer diggimy
Sipavans on Smavans (HH1ART),

The Shdmdns ave the oreat todidy-hrawing caste of the SRouth <)i‘.1}143 Ppm”w]u_
Thev are Tound inoall Taonil distriets ”“fl, are vspwl;tlly Nnunerous i 'l'mnuvglly,
Madura and Connbatore. fnosoerad posimon thev are nsnally 4}»1:“\;(1 un]‘_\' 4 litthe
above the Pariabs and Pallas and are ('u)\.\‘wljcl'cd] to he one af 1.]10 pulhxt'mg castes
hut, of late, man) of then have pan & : ot 1:» beensndered Kshianmvas,
and at least 24,000 o theneappear e e e i . | v ‘

This iz, of course, absurd, as there s no steh thing as a lh‘;z\.'wi]:m I\\‘lm‘wl_\ a, hut
‘ that the Sheindns were not at one thse oo warlike treibe,

. i . . i i 1
civis i e vt o G U Clensas,

it 1s by no means certain '
for wo find traces of a military oceupati anons coveral toeddvadrnwine eastes of

ihe South, such as the Dillras (< hownen e D pad: “the old foot <oldiers ™)
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Kumarapaik (¢ the junior foot’). They were employed by former rulers as foot
soldiers and bodyguards, being noted for their fidelity.” (Rice’s Mysore Inscrip-
tions, page 33).

The Shdnins are a hard-working, industrious people. Many are farmers,
many engage successfully in trade and there is at least one Shindn Zemindar.,
Thg spread of Christianity amongst them has done much to improve their material
position. The Hindu Shéndns are nominally Saivites but in reality their religion

aiie;nagt?:latry’ and the cult of devils and demons is particularly vigorous amongst

They eat fish and flesh, except beef, and drink toddy.

Tiyyan (537,032), Thevan (121,245), Tandan (10,825), Bi :

. . N ) s ’ 3 ’ ’ illavas (125’67])
%ggsfslep:zk (21,665) and Idigas are other castes of toddy-drawers, all being of the
ot € 0(::.;(3;3 . ae remarks on the Tamil toddy-drawers apply generally to the above
the Tampls pt as reg?,rds the large number of converts to Christianity among

Kuoxps (326,586).

pat ghealé;londs ifnhabit the hill tracts of Ganjam, Jeypore, and parts of Vizaga-
themsely Kax.-e ound also in Bengal aud the Central Provinces. They call
€8 Awr, a name identical with the Koj or Koya of the Godax;ery agency

and the south of the Je ) ; : _—
hey are an a,borginal,y %ﬁiﬁigrﬁg' The Telugu people call them Ktuviadly.

Sherring (Hindu Tribes and Castes ¥,
| : ol. III, page 20 '
the Madras Presidency as « landowners, cultiva.t‘Jg)l'sg,‘eand'lix)u‘liliggzl;‘1 bes’l‘zl:eeml?;o;‘is gg

medium height, stout, stron d ”» .
et seq. will be found & ‘muclig rggre né;):ta;llncomely; but m Vol. 1, page 149,

gentral Provinces. On
etermination and courage. The i

. y respect th
taught by severe measures, paid no heedpto the i Loy

to strangers, sensitive and hjol, spirited i
. o . ’ t= Sl N tl § ) 3 3
vindictiveness, often found among an indegiidil;flzgdaséﬂg t)l;i%a:iulgmdne?s ”and
The Madras Manual of Administrat; ) peop e-
6 . ) 188,, 1
?;o]. II, page 141) “the tribes who inhabit the ;)nosrle)aez(c:ngto'f the Khonds says
ypore country are more manly and civilized {1 untainous parts of the

with respect soon throw off their wi o the others, and when treated
society eir wildness and become ha.rd-working members of

. 8 of one another, but, until
ights of other races. Hospitable

The Ganjam District Mannual g3 -
(s : LYS | page 6: . .
(K?“g‘t’i :hle{ hMaélahS)’ bordering on I{ala%a%fdi,)}éypg:et:z (vive%t. sides of the hills
Ch l’y 3 onds, tl}e most warlike and troubley 1zagapatam are the
wh?l 1g0 3; }:;m(% Udiagiri we find Savaras mixed up with the Klll peoplo; between
© south of this, in the Parla-Kimed; Maliahs, there onds and Gonds,
and Weavers (Panos) who here take the name of are only Savaras, Uriyas

Tho Rhong ) of Paidis,”
- onas were formerly addijct .
offering human sacrifice, but the )lrﬂnglisll(; %ioxf o s barbarous rite of Meriah, or

They have no caste prejudices. T oroment has now Suppressed this.
smokers. prel bey eat and drink anything a1§)d are great

. The system of life among the Khonds i i
or mutdhs, off Khonds, GOI]%S; or Ur:iyas,l ) tﬁ:::la;‘: h: ll'xeagver Soveral villaggs
always an Uriya and whom theKhop@s generally agree to obg max}ri)r fatro wlo is
have Uriya Paiks or armed peons living in the ehinf villa, P 1e Uriya Patros
their lands on condition of service.® ¢ g or fort, and holding

They used to . .
were called out in defence of their Zemindjzrxr. Nowb:hzirazss;sig%n?ﬁ ];uttktl? Kl:ionds
. ing down

the Khonds if necessary.

“The Khonds used to te continually at war a

. : . ¢ mong th
their warlike propensities want watching.” (Ganjam ﬁanss,se;;; a;x;c)l.even now

-~

# See pote on Paike. ;- 7

2y

Hill and Forest teibee

ooy,
»
N

e g

ot arne i\ ”10’
antiloat
T this he Keeps

CVizocapatam

The dress of a Khond i shnples The distinenve purd vu?' i
He wenrs i< lone B deawn forward and

Lort horn profrnding from Detween (e fwo eves,

i T] n )
| Yool U
head-dress. i

1 L .
resendiles o sior o \ - N
his pipe, comb, &enand he decorares it with red eloth and feathers,

PP
A\I“”H“]‘ P‘k‘;' ' z - 1 | 1 - - ' Ty .
Pribes allied. i not actaaliy relat dathe Khowds s KNovdador ol Doroja.

: e it sand that they eeem to have Tost wly those michrs 10 the soil
Of the former b= = a . _ , , - : R
hieh their kinsmen, the Khonds, <ull mamtam wiih <aeh determimation, ['he
whie DUk : . A
Porajn or Prajaare more Hlindwzed than the Khonds,
aroj: aja i
Goxp (11,0365,
Ther

. . . G M s P i e
We have onlv the feinge of this Toroe iribe in the Madras Prosidoney,
‘ 1

S Cantral Provinees s bat fhey are Doovad oy the Ghondavert disoree aod in
home ix the Contrad Provinees: :

X7 ‘)-
Jey pf])‘l)iwv are n Dravidian. ix’tm]'i:‘in:x‘l I!‘i'in: ‘:{n«i e uir
ent in m:‘m}' ways from the r!\imnwl._\', the & l\' and “"u ' e
Sherring, in Vol 1L Chap, V' deseribes the (,:‘unol:m !I’w { <‘mz';1l. | ARSUIE On
136 he savsthe Gonds are characterizod by o ibioness of head, ~hortness

s i Hitor-

oy
et interehioeseable,

I oe L - -

IE“I" o with thickinessm the Dase, and L soness of 11}" ’[’h”ufh wild, e vilized,

O peiseg . . )

and jonorant, te Gonds are amony thonecbves Tonest, fan bl and e worthy,

:J‘()HI";"('«)H\‘ i some points, and rarhfal s regueds fualts ey ave corminted,”
) A : .

¢ Aw w1 rvace, they are wow well .1n-'1'1:1\'.-<i, and very anenadble 1o anthoriy, "z wever
tarhulent they muy have been m former diys. They oecisionnfly PNCPCLa iheir
talents in eaftle hiftine. The Gond i serviee 1,\’<-_\'('-<.-])11<)11:1H_\' f:lli’l.lfﬁli aned wjﬂdh\ﬂf
to his emplover, o mineh =0, ?h:l't he wonld not }H\\:lf:i?('.ff)‘(’r).l,lllnli any erime at
i orders, and sooner than tarn mft‘n'nwf', woulid homsell die, _
however, applies only 1o thv. 1'}*3:[ \\;II'{ Gonds who liave not become contiminated
by contact with a spurious civibizntion.

' Gonds are a much down-teadden rae,

This d.»-wripli n

Cihe Ther value as
In =ome parts the vithe as

soldiors 1s somew hat doubtful.
Kovas (50,775,
The Kdavas or Ko are u 11'i’*n‘- inh;xbiling the munn‘t:?in.\‘ 1 (h‘ﬁ‘ north of ihe
Godaveri district, and they are albs iwlm‘d i the Malkangivi talak o
Zemindari.  They belong o the aeeat Gond Tanaly and are soneetimes veraorded

mereiy 48 aosu

)
The .;'t"\‘}mn,‘

h-division of Gonds.
SAVARAS 0 Sowras (152,205

The Savaras are one of the earlies Kuown 11,,11.[)‘:.;L\,'i‘“:”1 ”.H):’).\ NETRY
they are found chicfly in the Ageney tracts of the Ganjin and Vizasapaiam
districtz, mixed up with 1\}1(».m1s atid l'l‘l.\':'{.q, o |
Thev are Hol 80 pUgnacions as the Khonds Gangon Manuad, proe =9 and
are looked down upon ceneraliy 1»)' {he 1:{11‘(51'.
Some Savaras are employed in the Police.
diers, but it 1= douhtfal.

Lt 15 not knownof they would be

of any use as sol
i, Unkiyas,

[t is not easy to obtain o clenr account of these separating them from the

A ) Most authorities coneur i the opinion that the vy of

W Vizagapatam would make @ cood soldior in all

hand, the ordimary Uriva has by no e o ood

Urivas of the pluns. .
. . oy , X
the hills in Jeypore, Ganjam at
but, on the other o ordimary Uriga b D aio s
The Ganjam Manal, page 200 says ©the Peivas are nintelll = Jagy

" The Collector of 3 ‘Zil.!"“l.’ilt:un gives 1toas his Q[»iniun that
is{riet wonld make capital <cldicrs but that it would bhe

respect s, ‘

character. e g

and unomurpt'mng.} :
1 Ty v aa S that «

the Hill Urivas of tha . . " |
. ; avo their countey, and that eve vl ,

impossible to get them o 10(1”\(. thel (xulux ), | \Ilit.x \‘Ln ioprevatled upon to

do so, their hicalth would sulfer by residence in the plaims.

2 5] ’
Probably the

: N EANN
the Daiks described on page 15, would
hill tribes in the Census, rez—

classes of Urivas that would be the best to reeruit feam bosides
be the following tribes which ave aiven as
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Bhumia (16,430). An Uriya caste of hill cultivators in the Jeypore Zemindari. Anattapur,
Rona (16,142). Uriya cultivators, supposed to be the descendants of Ranijit, S

.- the great warrior of Orissa. Some of these serve as armed retainers and soldiers v Nerth Arcot, Chittoor

of the native chiefs, and some are engaged in trade and cultivation. They are
. chiefly found in the Vizagapatam Agency, where they have ousted the indigenous .'
.~ Poroja. Kottiya and Paiko are their chief sub-divisions.

- Kottiyas (10,661). Connected with the Ronas, each giving the other as a
sub-division, and apparently also with the Khonds, wide remarks regarding
‘Kottiya or Kutiya Khonds on page 23.

- Bhaktas (27,863) found in the Vizagapatam district. The Census says of

these latter that they say they were formerly soldiers and their classification as
a hill tribe is of doubtful accuracy. Very little is known of their customs.

Paiks,  Ronas, Kottiyas and Khonds seem to be the best fichting material in : A

the Northern circars.

South \reot, Cuddalore.
Bellary,
South Canara, Mangalore,

Chingleput, Suidapet.

2N

('Qin{}){lt()ﬂ‘

Yaxapis (84,988) ann CrencHOs. Ot
These are distinctly jungle tribes. Nellore and Kurnool districts are their

- chief localities but the Yanadis are found in all the Telugu districts except Bellary. Ganjam, Chattpur

it £ NN &j -
A ]

It is doubtful if tl.ley are sufficiently civilized to be of any use for soldiers, and Goduvari, Cocanada.
the same remark will probably be found to apply to the Irulas a forest tribe of e
North and South Arcot and other districts. i Masidipatins
Koravas or Yrruk 133,577 The Collectors of Kistuna, Masubipatar.
The Koravas or Yerukalas are g t’at {) found th akers u
3 k : a vagrant tribe found throughout istrict Magistrates ol i
'Pre.sndency, and in many other parts of India, They wander about %nogang]se et ke, 4o he District Mugintretes e
selling baskets, carrying sal, telling fortunes and pilfering and robbing whenever - Mitdras (Whon uece=emy
3 an opportunity occurs. B[}rg}ary 18 their favourite crime, and Mr. Mullaly men- i o
£ - tions them as one of the criminal tribes of South India. ; Madura
¥ annura,
FEoL The Lambidis.a] : LamBapts (37,894).
e Lambddis, also called Brinjdris and Sueilis, are the i )l
3 : alis, great travelling traders rriers. Malabar, Ceftent
3 of South India ~ They are supposed to be descoendants of Bali and Suglgiva tlll‘e * )
f monkex cbleftalns mentmned in the Ramayana. Their language is a co;ru t Nilgiris, st
i Marathi with an admixture .of Hindustani ; they also speak Canarese and Telugu. D
| . ',l.he men are well built, stalwart fellows capable of enduring long aond Rt
E’ ‘. fz:,ftlgmngdmarclllles. ‘They have earned a bad reputation as robbers and Ocattle ‘l
{ ifters and in this respect they are mentioned as one of the  crimi sses” Tt
1 South India by Mr. Mullaly. tnal classes” of
Tanjore

Their occupation as  carriers’ is now S si
Crogiir occy I?'ailways. a good deal lost to them since the
They worship all Hindu deities, and have a priest of their own called Bhat ).,
The customs observed at betrothals and marriages are primitive. The Lamb 3 Tees ’ :
are allowed to warry women of other castes; but neither the offspring (Of Sa: lls : , Trichinopely
marriage nor their descendants are considered true Lambadis till after the th;i&
generation.
Lambadis might be worth a trial as enlistments.

Tinneveily

N\ e aatam
4

In addition to the castes already described, there are many other .
named from their fociupatiﬁns. Some of these who wmight perhapg furm'eslliS aghglggg
recruits as some of the other classes are the following. S e
describe them fully. g pace 1s wanting to

U]Uiltlzytm (36,931) and Uppara (100,141). Formerly salt workers, from
| uppu, salt. j
| Sembadacan, Pattanavan, Tamil fishermen and boatmen Moger, Mukkuvans
e and Mukayans, Canarese fisherman of the West Coast, the latter being fishers ‘in
the rivers. -

| ‘ ( By order)
( Ootacamunii, . © G. SIMPSON, Bri¢apiir-GRNERAL
7th May 1897. Deputy Adjutant General, Madras Command. *
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