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N Grant of Medical Certificates,

Directiny, vith remarks, that Medical officers shall in future invariably grant certificates
when required by the Police to dn so; and ordering that an amendment be made in &.0., No.

1882, Judicial, dated 12th Augnst 1889,
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2 No. 590, Pusric, 17ru M.y 1897,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following papers :—
G.0., No. 1382, Judicial, dated 12th Augast 1889.

Read—the following letter from A. T. ARUNDEL, Fsq., President, District Board,
Kistna, to the Chief Sceretary to Government (through the Surgeon-General
with the Government of Madras), dated Masulipatam, 235rd May 1889,
No. 44 :—

I have the honour to request the orders of Government as to the levy of fees by
medical subordinates for the issue of certificates to persons who have been treated at
Local Fund hospitals and dispensaries for injuries to the person.  Such certificates
are usually obtained with a view of getting compensation from the aggressor either in
or out of court.

2. In some dispensarics, a charge of Rs. 5 has been made for the issue of ecach
such certificate, and the matter has been under discussion by the different local
boards without any unanimity of opinion heing obtained.

3. The Sub-Collector who raised the question considers the charge excessive, and
refers to the small fee of four annas which was formerly charged under the Factory
Act for a certificate of age and was afterwards disallowed. The point seems to bo
whether the ready issue of certificates for a trifling fee is not likcly to encourage
extortionate demands for compensation and needless charges in eriminal courts,

4. The District Surgeon thinks that the fee of Rs. 5 should not be reduced, as
the complainant recovers the fee from the opposite party, and as it is necessary to
compensate the medical subordinates for the annoyance and waste of time in granting
the certificate.

5. The opinions of the different taluk boards are as follows :—

RS. A, P,
Bezwada Board .o .. o . .. ve 0 8 0
Guntar . 0 8 0
Vinukonda .. . .. o . . 1 0 0
Répalle .. . .. .. . .o No charge.
President, Masulipata . .o .. . 5 0 v

6. The resolution of the district board asking for the orders of Government on
the matter is enclosed.

—

No. 0=235.

MEzxorANDUN.

Submitted for the orders of Government,

2. Under pgrugraph Lot G.0.,No. 937, of 11t May 188{. Jitieinl Department
the claim for a fee of Rs. 5 appears to be a reasonuuly oney and in (L0, No o 1527, of

No. 590, Pusric, 17tH May 1897. ’ 3

4th June 1880, Government has sanctioned a fee of Rs. b for giving medical evidence
in a case of woands tried by a Magistrate. It a fee is allowed, it ought not to be too
low, otherwise it will encourage necedless charges in criminal courts.

OO0TACAMUND, (Signed) G. BIDIE, m.B., C.LE.,
3rd June 1889. Surgeon-Genl. with the Govt. of Madras.

To the Chief Secretary to Government.

Order—No. 1382, Judicial, dated 12th August 1889,

With refere. ~e to the question raised in the foregoing ietter from the President,
District Board, Kistna, the (Government considers that a fee may legitimatcly be
charged for a certificate, opinion, or evidence given by a Medical officer in Govern-
ment, Municipal or Local Fund service at the instance of a private person for any

urpose, whether it be in connection with a civil or criminal proceeding or not, and
the fact that such person was treated in a State, Municipal or Local Fund hospital
should not exempt him from payment of such fee.

2. As regards the fee to be charged, it is for the public interest that it should be
fixed high enough to prevent the duties of the Medical officer as a public servant
being wantonly interfered with, and the Government is of opinion that a fee of Rs. 5
may be fairly charged in each case.

3. In connection with this subject, the further question arises whether Medical
officers who are public servants should receive any fee from public revenues for giving
certificates, opinions, or evidence regarding any proceeding of public interest, such as
inquests or judicial inquiries into non-compoundable offences. The Government does
not consider that they should, and in the case of Medical officers in TLocal and Muni-
cipal employ, the Government pays a portioq of their salaries expressly in order that
such public services may be claimed as of right. The orders of Government, dated
4th June 1880, No. 1327, and 11th May 1851, No. 937, so far as they conflict with
the orders now issued, will be considered as cancelled.

(True Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.

To the Surgeon-General,
, all District Magistrates.
_all District Judges.
” the Chief Presidency Magistrate.
" the Local and Municipal Department.
: the Public Department.

,, the Accountant-General.

G.0., No. 865, Public, dated 13th August 1896.

ABSTRACT.——Directing _that:, in future the fee to be charged for a certificate, opinion or
gvidence given under oertain circumstances by a Medical officer in Government, Municipal, or
Local Board service shall not exceed two days’ pay (without allowances), subject to o maximum

¢ Rs. D3 and that no medxcgl subordinate shall have recourse to a court of law for the recovery
0 t with the previous permission of a District Medical Officer, or of the Chairman of a

excep ) niss
i{lfnifsiimlity’ or the Pre ‘dent of a District Board, as the case may be.

Reap—also the following papers : —
From J. N. ATKINSON, Esq., Collector and Magistrate, Kistna District, {0 the
Chief Secretary to Government, dated Masulipatam, 14th October 1896,
R. C. No. 1488-Mgl.
Referring to G.0., No. 1382, Judicial, dated 12th August 1889 (amended by

&.0., No. 865, Public, dated 13th August 1896), I have the honour to point out that
th.ere.a’ is room for apprehension lest the effect of the instructions therein should lead
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Want of explicit instructions might therefore lead to misunderstanding, to refusals to give

certificates, wrongful laiming of ‘ees &e., which would be very objectionable.

3. T also asked whether the. Civil Apothecary Was entitled to a fee1n the case quoted 80
. { . before taking any steps and if so whether he could reeover the
#h the Police 25 the Police having taken up the matter, it

t from them to the porson injured that the case was

/ i i 1 ‘here rally to
i i 1d be claimed, to et information a8 to her W hereabouts and generally
ook m V;’}l;:;‘}ll gfﬁ:liztci?)‘; taken to a‘;md fnisun:lerstanding. This latter, 3 minor al}d mmdenta
mf‘lf::n is. however the only one that has beed answered, whereas the general question 18 the one
8) 3 ) L
on which information Wi . . .
. s Magistrate has instead referred the matter t0 Government and nas propose
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Fndt. No. 206.
d to the (Collector and District Magistrate of Kistna for remarks with
his letter, No. 1488, dated 14th October 18986.

(Sigued) J. F. PRICE,
Chief Seerctary.

Referre
advertence to

ForT ST- GEORGE,
9uth January 1897,

R

¥rom J. N- ATKINSON,Esq., District Magistrate, Kistna, to the Chief Secretary
m, 9th April 1897, Dis. No. 285-Magl.

to Government, dated Masulipata

1p returning herewith endorsement, No-. 206, d&?:ed 26th January 1897, T have
(he honout to offer the following .ren}?rks, T desire first to dl'sol:qm all intenuon of
finding fault with Surgoon-Capgum V.lckers’ action, oF of bringing it to lh_e unfavour-
able n%tice of Government, an intention with which the opeming words of pam_gmph

General’s letter, No. 9, dated 9th January 1847, lead me to think he

aeon-
irg(fiitttslen?:ro sole desire was to bring to notice what 1 thought was un incon-
yenient and possibly dangerous state of affairs.

9. Next 1 would point out with reference to the last sentence of pamgmph 8 of
surgeon—(‘aptain Vickers' letter quoted by the S_urgeon—(}eneral, that 1 did answer
the general question put by him, my answer running as follows :—

the District Medical and Sanitary Officer is reforred to G.0,

As tothe general quest10D, :
382, J adicial, dated %th August 168, G.0., No. 869, Public, dated 13th August 1886 and

4.0, No. 1530-R., Judicial, dated 10th September 1896.
3. The inconvenience and possible danger that 1 had in view in 2 king Govern-
ment to modify G.0-, No. 1332, Judicial, dated 12th August 188, was, Jest an
unprincipled Medical officer should give certificates not 10 accordanc with facts, but
with his pecuniary interests, that is to say, lest he should whittle down serious hurts
go that they might come within the definition of compouudablc offences.

4. The Surgeon-General savs that Do such case has ever occurred since the
promulgation of the Government Order in 1889. Tt 1s obvious that except in flagrant

cases, it would be very difficult if not impossible to prove that & Medical officer had

No. 1
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« The station
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dated 9th February 1597, refuse
Until such certifieate is reecived, we are u
nk that the Medical officer who is asked for a certificate by
o give one in all cascs. Of course, such certificates will

ence report so that the Police cannot
ce and medical sub-

in a letter,

and I thi
1d be ordered t
the Magistrate with an occurr

1f this sort of demand goes o, the Poli

make capital out of it. - man |
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f o really dangerous nature. The Police will be tempted to burk other
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ENCLOSURE.

Circular.

ce sending cases of simple hurt to hospitals and
All cases in which the injuiries do not
aro cases which the Police have not to
ate. Consequently by G.O., No. 1773,

Instances are frequently occurring of the Poli
diSpensmies {or certificates on their own responsibility.
constitute * grievous hurt ”* 7.e., all non-cognisable ones,
gake up unless specially ordered to do 8o by a Magistr
dated 16th October 1889, a medical certificate for any cuch cases, unless the Police have been
ordered by & Magistrate to take it up, can be charged for, the rate fixed being Rs. 5 for hospital
assistants and civil apothecaries. All medical subordinates are therefore warned to refuse a
demand for medical certificates in such cases, anless the person applying for the certificate i8
willing to pay the fee or unless the Police have been directed by a Magistrate to take up the case.
(Signed) W. VICKERS,

Dist. Medl. and Sany. Officer. Kistna.

e

From J. N. ATKINSON, Esq., District Magistrate, Kistna, to the Chief Secretary
to Government, dated Masulipatam, 10th April 1897, Dis. No. 292-Magl.

Dis. No. 289-Magl. of 1897, dated 9th April 1897,

In continuation of my letter,
he extract from the Kerala Patrika

1 have the honour to invite the attention to t
appearing in paragraph 55 of the report on mative papers for the fortnight ending

3]st March 1897. For convenience of reference I transcribe the paragraph below :
« A leader in the Malayalam Kerala Patrike of the 20th March, referring to the
iniquities committed by the Medical officers in granting health, post mortem and other
certificates, say8 that such certificates are incorrect and untrustworthy as their tenor
depeﬂds mostly upon the weight of the purse of the person to whom they are granied.
In the matter of granting post mortem and other certificates, the Medical officers are
gorbidden to take money, but it is alleged that they receive money secretly and give
false certificates. 1t appears that if " criminal cases persons who have suffered
jnjury are cent to the hospital for treatment, the medical men in charge are said to
receive bribes and convert simple hurt into grievous hurt and vice versé. To make
the offence 2 grievous hurt, the patient should be kept in the hospital for more than
9] days; and the medical men to effect their purpose are it appears, in the habit of
discharging from the hospital patients who are not cured of their wound, and retain-
have undergone a complete cure. The article, after referring to the
the authorities to the desirability of

ing those who

matter at some length, invites the attention of

making stringent rules in the matter of certificates granted by the Medical officers of
Government, who, it 18 remarked, are completely demoralised.”

5y
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Ovner—No. 590, Publie, dated 17th May 1897.

Tis Excellency the Governor in Council agrees with the District Magistrate.
G.0., No. 1582, J adicial, dated 12th August 1839, will accordingly be amended by
the omission in the first sentence of paragraph 3 of the words “1uto non-compound-
able offences.”

9 The Government further direets that Medica! officers shall in future invariably
grant coertificates when required by the Police to doso. If in any casc a Medical
ofticer considers that unnccessary, or improper use is made of this rule by the Doiice,
he should, after granting the certificate, report the matter to the District-Surgeon,
who will bring it to the notice ot the Police Department.  Surgeon-Captain Vickers’
circular should, in the light of the present orders, be withdrawn.

(True Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
Claef Secretary.

To tho Surgeon-General.
,» the Local and Municipal Department.
,, the Judicial Department,
, tho Accountant-toneral,
,, the District Magistrate, Kistna.
,, all other District Magistrates.
,» all Distriet Judges.
,» the Chief Presideney Magistrute.
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