ORDINARY MS,

G‘.O-! NO') ﬂﬁ%
| Damep s2-5- 57
. L o N ' e

- . - Aﬁuuxkad&s/i

I
o
\ ‘
N )
1
-
[y
|
i .
'
. . A
7N )
¥
ey .
v




T
- =

TR e

W et

B | BACK PAPERS,
G.0. 0. ) |
‘ N j Department, / Date. G.0 No. Dep:.z.rtment '
’ L. , - Date,
o - FURTHER PAPERRS.
‘G.O. No. .Department. / - Date. G.O.. / No. / Depart 't . |
, | artmont, pgte
| ~
J S |
*

X,

ik o0
' v\ |

Pubhc (1897 ) Depa.rtment

CURRENT No. /2 9 /

Dated 27- 3-49)

Recmved / 2

egzstered /3

g Allee VS 7»‘7 27./0. 76 (ﬁ’/ Enclosurex |-
-«mw‘ MW MM/}Spa,re copws

} Y77

&%M

{1 [ S forr v
'?7/1%,} “/ S Tc Ica. L /f74(,]) W ﬁ( / Q

\/«Ma[_

W&a/

#ch

~ /976‘
ﬂf,wm e vem

/o
” @ZZ ’
t tee L2 £ 9

6/
DT

Lo

A A /1/73/

ﬂi‘é&:&é

g”' :

b, L mermm

éwrc 2




e
.

L [Zﬁ - | ,
* ex « A Ko & A

AN

‘,: ‘4-’”»/(4 /4’7 /- ('1‘\ € j‘lz.;
‘51:;(-‘74 (&7//1’4&47‘(.
! an <

e, e

0
gt

et
e

f (Q&I\C(( 1/1“7/’
< pope = €

A S
V' 2y RS e D

FU
RTHER PAPERs

 He

R A i

<C

/ 47& Li‘? / No. / Department, /

Date.

T | et | b

. 7"

-

-
o

e

SgriaL No. 5.

No. 7843-96, dated Singapore, the 28rd November 1896.

Fron—Tke Hon’ble the Colonial Secretary, Straits Settlements,
To—=The Secretary to the Government of India.
Ix reply to your letter No. 1644——11-4 of the 24th September last, in which you invite
the views of this Government on certain points raised by the Madras Government on Perak

Order in Council No. 9 of 1895, for the protection of Natives of India employed in that State, 1
am directed to state that it is understood {hat the Government of Perak will be glad to adopt the

Straits draft Ordinance (mutatis mutandis) senb to you for approval by my letter No. 6412% of s F. 12 0f
the 28th August last; with whatever modifications may be agreed upon between the Government 188946-

of India and that of the Colony, €0 that a discussion of the terms of the Perak Order 9 of
1895 may altimately prove to be superfluous.

9. As regards the points raised in Madras, the Governwment of the Colony concurs in the
view of the Government of Madras (paragraph 2) that the Emigration Agent appointed by
this Colony should be the Agent at Negapatam for the whole Malay Peninsula, but any local
officers whose duties will lie entirely 1D Perak, appointed for supervising the comfort and
health, the landing, lodging: and forwarding of Indian labourers in the State itself, ghould be
appointed in terms of section 4.

3, As regards indentured labourers, the mazimum duration of indenture should be reduced
to 600 working days —the penalty attendant on withdrawing from a contract should be reduced
almost to that proposed gor the Colony, viz., 20 dollars (Colonial drafs Ordinance, section 18).
1 write almost because it costs more to take a labouver to Perak than to Penang and it 820 be
adopted for the Colony, $20 should suffice for Perak.

4. Wages—the minimum rate of wages should be—

Males 17 cents for first 300 days and 19 cents thereafter ;

Females and boys 13 and 15 cents for each period respectively,
the old present of aday’s pay for an idle Sunday being abrogated. A boy should cease to be
counted a boy after the age of 16.

These are the wages proposed in the Straits draft Ordinance, section 28.

As between the Colony and Perak, it seems anadvisable to make any distinction in the
minimum Tate because the distriets of Kriap in Perak and Province Wellesley in the Colony
are the only~districhs in which indentured labour is employed (chieﬂy in sugar planting) anl
these districts adjoin each other.

5. On the matter of wages generally the Government of the Colony observes that the
legal minimum rate of wages affects only & small proportion of the Indian labourers imported,
vi2., those who work under indentures.

Arrivals in Penong.
|

e

e

Coutracts of

YEARS. Free. Under indenture. old immigrants
renewed.
1893 - . . . . . . . . . 15,877 2,106 270
1894 o . . . . . . . . . 13,155 1,688 191
1895 - . . . . . . . . . 14,313 1,649 168

I B

and even this gmall proportion is mnot affected by the minimum for the whole period of
indenture, because as goon as a labourer acquires gufficient experience £o be able to do good work
it, becomes his interest to accept piece work from his employer on which he can earn the same
wages as the free labourers.

As a consequelce the only class practically affected Ly minimum rate of wages is that of
pewly employed, or physically weak indentured labourers which forms Jess than 10 per cent. of
the immigrants.

6. The great majority of immigrant Jabourers is quite unaffected by the minimum rate
fized by law—they sell their labour at the market rate which is considerably higher than the
Jegal minimum. Indeed free labourers in Perak have been known to obtain, when physically
fit, in some cases, as much as half & dollar a day, but only in districts at & considerable distance
from Krian.

7. As regards cost of living, it must be remembered that the scarcity value attained by
thie rupee is making the Malay Peninsula dependent for rice, Mot as formerly, on 1ndia and
Burma, but rather on Siam and Saigon where there is 8 bullion silver eurrency which admits of
a cheaper production than may be the case in India. :

8. For all these considerations the Straits Government is inclined %o consider the legal
minimum rate of wages has been fized cufficiently high 18 the draft Colonial Ordinauce enclos

in my letter of the 28th August last, and that the minimum rate in Perak should be made
equal thereto.

G.LC.P 0.—No. 1107 R A.—16-1-97.-4D.—W. D'B

Fre No. 11 oF 1896 .
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DENZIL IBBETSON, Esg., C.s.1,
Secretary to the Government of India,
To

The Honouagbéfcﬁg? Colonial Secretary,
\ 4
S 4 Straits Settlements.
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Calcutta ,the 27* March 1897 .

Department of Revenue
and Agriculture.

Emigration.
. . SIR,

I am directed to aéknowledge the receipt of your
letter No.784&/96,dated 23rd November 1896, and to say
that the Government of India concur with the suggestion
that the Govermment of Perak should adopt thegStraits
draft Ordinance. In my letter ¥o0.421 of to day's daté,
the Governﬁent of India have conveyed their satisraction
with the terms of the Ordinance in question, and they
will be glad to hear. that.ihe Government of Perak has

decided to substitute that Ordinance for Perak Order 9

o A IR TIAT N

of 1895, with such minor alterations as may be necessary.

I have etc.,
sd. T.W.Folderness.

for Secretary.

' [l §] Tt~

Copy,with copy of the letter noted in the

Prom the Government of the Straits Settlements} margin forwarded to
No.7843 dated the 23rd November 1896.

the Government of
Madras, for information with reference to their letter
No0.931 dated the 28th August 1896.

Ry order etc.,

Under Secretary.
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