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. Accounts of the Government Press.

Communicating, with remarks, to the Superintendent, Government Press, a report ont the
-~ audit of the — for 1895-96, and requesting him to arrange for the maintenance of the adjust-

ment abstract suggested by the Aceeuntant-General.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From W. H. MICHAEL, Esq., Officiating  Accountant-General to the Govern-
ment of Madras, to the Chief Secretary -to Government, dated Fort St.
George, 3rd April 1897, No. 1094.

[}

I have the honour to forward the report of Mr. J. L. Pinto on the audit of the
accounts of the Government Press for 1895-96. A reconcilement of the press figures,
with those of the civil budget estimates, has, as desired by Government in its order,
No. 533, Public, dated 18th May 1896, been effected, and to facilitate this in future
the Government Press will do well, I think, to keep the adjustment abstract proposed

—

ENcLosUREs.

From J. L. PINTO, Esq., Chief Superintendent in charge of outside audits, to the
Officiating Accountant-General, dated 15th March 1897.

I have the honour to submit my report on the audit of the accounts of the
Government Press for the official year 1895-96.
2. The audit was, as usual, conducted in the following order : —

(@) The entries on the receipt side of the cash-book were checked (1) with the
counterfoils of receipts granted by the press; (2) with the Accountant-Geperal’s books
in the case of amounts drawn from Government ; and (3) with the advertisement bill-
book for sums realised on account of advertisements inserted in the gazette.

(%) The entries on the expenditure side of the cash-book were checked with
original documents and vouchers (1) remittances of collections to the bank with the
bank’s receipts ; (2) establishment charges with the acquittance rolls ; (3) contingent
charges with the contingent register ; (4) postage charges with the despatch book ; and

+ () refunds with the acknowledgment of the payees.

(c) The day-book entries were checked as follows :—

(1) Plant and stores received from the Secretary of State with the value
adjusted in the books of the Accountant-General. _

(2) Stores from the Superintendent of Stationery with a statement furnished
by that officer in accordance with paragraph 2 of G.0., No. 821 ,
Public, dated the 19th April 1886.

(3) Service postage expended in transmitting gazettes to Government officers
and on press correspondence with the service-postage book.

(4) Service postage due to subscribers ou the 81st March 1896 for gazettes
vet to be posted with the subscribers’ register.

() Value of convict labour with the statements furnished by the Super-
intendent of the Penitentiary.

(6) Cost of repairs executed at the penitentiary and public works work-
shops with reference to bills received from those places.

(7) Payments by customers into district treasuries with treasury receipts.
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.. (<) The cash-book entries for the whole year and those of the day-book for
April, August and November 1895 and March 1896 were traced into the monthly
abstract or journal.

(¢) Lastly, all the entries from the monthly abstract, and in the case of
personal accounts, all entries from the cash-buok and day-book were traced into the
ledger. The aggregate of the personal account balances, it was also noted, agreed
with the balance of the personal ledger account.

3. The two statements, viz. (1) a summary of the ecash transactions of the
press for 1895-96, (2) the balance sheet for 189596, which were hitherto embodied
1 the report, are now appended, as also a third one giving in abstract, to facilitate
comparison (with reference to paragraph 4 of G.0.. No. 033, Publie, dated the 15th
May 1896), the figures cutered under « cash ”” and “adjustments ” in statement No. 1
of the Administration Report of the Press ; While another statement No. 4 makes a
comparison of the figures of the last-mentioned statement, the audit report including
adjustment entries as taken from the Superintendent’s books and the civil budget
estimate,

4. Statement No. 1.—The receipts from private individuals for advertisements,
subserlptlgns.to gazettes, &c., aggregated Rs. 32,922-7-1, or excluding Rs. 1,266-13-9
(representing the amount remitted to the bank by officers other than the Superintend-
ent for the credit of the * Secretariat Press ), Rs. 31,6556-9—4 against Rs, 30,941-7-2

during the year 1894-95. Of the

RS. A. P. : .
Bank of Madras .. .. 1 00 30%1 (E}:jp eﬁ)dlguri amounting to .Rupees
Sale-proceeds of old gazettes at 70 207100, the cost of establishment
the Secretariat office .. 270 dur}ng the year was Rs, 1,81,019-1-10
Court of Wards oo o LIS 73 against Rs. 1.81330-9-6 for 1894_g5,
Principal Medieal Storekeeper . 45 0 0 The total amount of eash remitted to the
Prqsudent, Mumc]pal Commis- R bank during the year under review
sion, Madras - .o 415 6

aggregated Rs. 32 685-1-7 (inclusive of
Rs. 1,266-13-9 noted above and mar-
ginally detailed). This amount is irres-
pective of sums paid into the distriet.
treasuries to the credit of the “ Secretariat Press.”

5. It will be found that there is a slight difference between the figures
Rs. 32,922-7-1 entered as receipts and Rs. 2,13,016~10-5 entered as expenditure in
statement No. 1 and those (Rs. 32,685-1-7 and Res. 2,11,802-0-11, respectively)
brought on statement No. 4, which is nominal. It is due to the omission on both
sides of the latter of Rs. 257—5-6 being refunds and payments on private postage
account. It will be further observed that Rs. 977-4-0V, included in Rs. 2,18,016-10-5
abovementioned, is shown as a distinct item at foot of statement No. 4, because the
charge appears in the Accountant-General’s books under “ Collectorate Presses” and
not under ‘“ Secretariat Press.”

6. To effect the reconcilement of the figures of the departmenta] administration
report, the audit report and the ecivil budget estimates as desired in paragraph 4 of
G.0., No. 538, Public, dated the 13th M ay 1896, the following drrangement has been
made. The Accountant-General furnishes the Superintendent with g districtwar
monthly statement of receipts, which the latter compares with statements he has called
for from the Collectors of the several districts of the receipts appearing against
¢ Secretariat Press” under ¢ Printing” in their treasury account. When he finds any
variation between the Accountant-General’s statement and the Collectors’ statements,
be keeps himself in communication with the officers concerned for the necessary in-
formation, and finally reconciles the two sets of figures. For charges other than cash
payments by the press, the Accountant-General furnishes the Superintendeut from
time to time with information for adjustment in his books. This arrangement having
been made from April 1896, perfect reconcilement may be expected in future. Fop
1896-96, however, the Superintendent has had to adopt for his administration repors
the district figures as obtained by him from the Accountant-General,

Total .. 1,266 13 9

7. To further facilitate the comparison of figures reforred to in parﬁgraph 6
above, I would suggest the introduction of an adjustment abstract (similar in form to
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the cash-book of receipts and disbursements) for all debits raised in the Accountant-
General’s books against the ¢ Secretariat Press,” and communicated to the Super-
intendent, as well as for the receipts on account of that press appearing in the treasury
accounts also so communicated to him. The totals only of this abstract under each
head can be brought on the day-book at the close of the year instead of each item as

heretofore.
8. The following two points have been noticed in the course of audit :—

(1) In support of two items of refunds—one for As. 7—6
Rs. 6-5-0—slips under the signature of the Superintendent have baégg ;&Zpﬁl&er ff;
the first case, the party was duly asked to acknowledge the receipt of the amount in
letter No. 371-E., dated 2nd November 1895, but he has not complied with the
request. In the second case the refund is an adjustment by credit of the amount to
the personal account of the constituent concerned.

(2) The refund items in the above as well as in other cases have b
deducted from the heads to which original credit was given in the prepa::tlilogrgf e{}lg
press accounts ; but not so in the chalans sent along with the remittances to the bank
This was pointed out in the course of audit for future guidance. ’

9. Lastly I have the pleasure to note that prompt action has been' i
disposal of the items [referred to in paragraphs% (3)pand (4) of the gl?dg:k:;):;ttfl(l):
1894-95] aggregating Rs. 2-9-3 and Rs. 174-3-6, respectively. Out of these sums
Rs. 2-0-3 and Rs. 56-14-6 will be written off in the current year under G Os’
Nos. 533 and 1108, Public, dated 13th May and 9th October 1896, the remainin S{lm;
of As. 9 and Rs. 117-5-0 have been recovered as reported in letter No. l788gdated
16th August 1896, of the Superintendent addressed to Government, ’

StatemeENT No. 1.

A summary of the Cash Transactions of the Press for 1895-96.

Receipts. i Expenditure.
RS, A. P, BS. A. P. BS. A P, %5, 4. B,
Drawn from the Accountant-General. .e 2,12,779 411 Sa]a‘ries of permanent esta-
Received from private individaals— blishment e .. | 1,083,783 1 9 ve
For advertisements .. . | 3972 4 0 . 8alaries of piece-work . 71,674 1 7 .
,, subscriptions to Gazettes ..| 3,581 8 O . » _ of overtime payments. 6,661 14 6 .e
” » to and sale of Contingent charges ., . 9,248 11 7 .
Indian Law Reports .. .| 183,974 12 3 . Tazes .. . . . 1,045 13 8 .
,» Tostage .. ‘e .. ..| 1,268 8 9 . Service postage . . 11,801 9 6 ..
,, Acts, &o., s0ld .. .e 3,865 14 6 . Private ,, . . 226 11 0 e
» Gazettes ,, .. . . 298 14 6 . Purchase of plant ., . 2,872 4 4 ..
5, Stores sold . e . 668 9 3 . y, of stores .. . 5,814 8 0 ..
sy Plant ,, . e . 11913 0 . Contingent expenditure on
,» Printing and binding .. ..| 6,154 111 .. account of Collectors oo (@) 977 4 O ..
,» Discount on remittances .. 28 011 .. Refunds . .. . 1010 6 ..
32,922 7 1 2,13,016 10 §
. Amount remitted to the Bank
of Madras to the credit of
Government . . 82,686 1 7
Total .. 2,465,701 12 0 Total .. 2,45,701 12

N
gntire

oash transactions of the press though it does not form a debit against Seoretariat Press.

a) The amount having been drawn by the Superirtendent for charges on account of Collectorate Presses, is included here to show the
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