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Fairs and Festivals.

Recording, with remarks, the report on the Kartigai festival held ab Tiruvannimalai in
November 1896. .
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Reap—the following papers :—

From A. E. CASTLESTUART STUART, Fsiy, (s .
of South Arcot, to the ‘S(—ae?etary to Government Local "ft Magig:t{*ate
Department (through the Sanitary Commissioney Madraey - aud Municipa]
17th December 1896, Dis. No. 1016-kng, AR, duted Cuddalore,

ollector ang Disty

I have the honour to submit, in original th wi
N . . Yo stpaye .’ € f
Kartigai festival in Tiravanndmalai :— s ellowing feparts on the late
A B

(2) Bub-Collector’s report, No. 3101, dated 10t} December 1896,
' () Report of the Civil Apo.thet.zary, Tiruvanngmala; dated 1st 1) .
with endorsenient thereon of the District Medical ang Sanitar Offi st December 1896,
5th December 1896. ¥y Dticer, No. 1703, dated

. 2. The festival lasted from 11th to 20th November 1896

It.ls highly gratifying to record that again not a single dhse of chol
neither was there any cattle disease. That such satisfuctory 1-9,;111“ c‘; ¥ O;.a oceurred,
obtained in two successive years is eloquent testimouy to (a) the v:;h:wf (i have been
Colonel W. G. King’s sanitary suggestions and (6) to the highly eﬂicie}:}t Aeutenant-
which they were carried out, as far as possible, by the Sub-Colloctor "md"tl?ﬁner o
officers who assisted him. Where all concerned did theip best, 1 hes‘itate tL ohor
individuals, bu-t the unwearying energy and zeal of the Sub~Co]lZ>ctoI' dis ‘] .)0‘ name
before and during the festival, literally day and night, were so oonspicuf(’)lilg c&ln}t)oth
’ al on

the principle palmam ferat oui meruit. My . -
menlt)ionedl.) r Sferat qui meruit, Mr. Muhammad Raza Khan must be specially

3. The absence of crime proves that the Police a

; € rrangements w itable
the Superintendent Mr. H. E. Sullivan, who was seriously bhamdic::q:’;f:(‘ie toiriesdltfl E)k o
paucity of men. Owing to the Negapatam riots, many of the Soutl, Arc t}?dr by
were in the Tanjorgs distriet and some men promised from other g; ots a1

gttgnd. I am of opinion that the Police force avallable for its multifar; '
uring thg Kartigai feast in future years should not be less than 250 arious dutics
4. MR Ry. Rai Bahadur Thanakoti Mudal; '

Tiruvanndmalai temple, has 1 i

. practically shown his appreciati '

%‘fpgoafg ttheR arrangements for the festival by raisirll)glg3 izlsa ;zlrlluoafltlcle etﬁ .Orts'mad'e to
8. 0 Rs. 50C and his example has also been followed by th(;ntl‘lbutlon from

(both days inclusive),

—_—

From MUHAMMAD RAZA {HAN, F,
South Arcot, to the Collector and Msa(,lé,is?:al;.ecgle%iop and Joint M
10th December 1896, Cur. No, 1283-Eng, outh Arcot

I have the honour to submit m
Tiruvanndmalai this year. ¥ report on the anpua] Kartigai festival held at

agistrate,
, dated Chen gam,

2. The festival began on the 11th N ovember last and terminated on the 20th id
: em.

{
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3. The number of pilgrims-assembled is estimated at 60,000, which is below the
average as against 70,000 in the preceding year; of these 60,000, 20,000 were by rail,

as against 22,892 of the last year, the rest being made up of the permanent popula-

tion (13,660) and those who came by road from other places. _The decrease is
actributed to the impending drought in other parts, to the ruln}g lugh prices of food
stuft generally and to the prevalence of cholera and other epidemics in the neigh-
bourig taluks to Tiruvanndmalal. . : :

4. An attempt to find out the approximate number of pilgrims was made on the
last day of the festival by counting at one of the two gates of the temple the number
of pilgrims entering it between the hours of 2 to 4-50 r.m. when all the people
usually gathered to see the Kartigai dipum, and this re.sulted. i about ZU,U(:'U only.
It is intended to get more accurite data next year by cstablishing more stations for
registering the number of pilgrims.

5. The weather throughout the festival was thickly cloudy and moderate showers
of rain fell vceasionally, rendering the soil damp and the nights very chill.  Owing to
the failure of the south-west monsoon and the late advent of the north-east monsoon,
the water-supply was at its lowest ebb and gave much cause for gre=t anxietles as to
the issue of this great festival  The meteorological conditions were favourable to the
development of cholera, but happily public health continued to be very good, and the
festival passed away without the occurrence of a single case of thut futil epidernie,
In justice to the Sanitary Commissioner, Dr. King, I must attribute the perfect
immunity that we all enjoyed from this disease only to the very excellent and elaborate
sanitary proposals formulated by that officer and carefull}y carried out this vear-by the
munieipality on the lines adopted last year by the taluk Yoard. Three suspicious cases
were admitted into the isolation shed, but these were soon found out not to be cholera
and the patients made a rapid recovery and were discharged. TFew cases of small-pox’
were reported among the permanent residents ; they were immediately segregated, and
the unprotected inmates of the infeeted houses were at once vaccinated.

6. Every attention was specially devoted to the maintenance of the general’
cleanliness of the town and 1its environs, to the careful prescrvation of the water-
supply, to the satisfactory disposal of all collected rubbish and night-soil and to the
constant inspection of all articles of food which was being held by myself and by my
subordinates. Houses in the town were ordered to be whitewashed and their back-
vards were also required to be cleared out before the festival. The choultries where
food was distributed to pilgrims were all visited by us as often as fbssible.

7. Two large sheds for the accommodation of cholera-stricken persons, two similar
ones for the use of the cattle-dealers and the visitors to the cattle market, two sheds
for the toties from Madra= and Virupati and the usual number of sheds for the Police
and the lessees of the fees levied in the cattle market were erected under aman: by the
sub-committee of councillors appointed by me for the purpose. The cholera sheds were
in charge of two medical officers and the extra ward coolies supplied by Dr. Marsden
and had also convenient kitchens and toti sheds newly added to them this year.

8. The sanitary staff employed consisted of 4 trained inspectors, 4 maistries,
84 sweepers, 117 toties, 40 stretcher-bearers, 12 peons, 6 tank-wutchers and 17 adults
and 46 juvemles for work in the cattle market, and a large number of rubbish and
night-soil carts were in use. The difficulty of vbtaining such a large number of toties
was again overcome by Dr. King who, with his wonted energy and willingness to help,
kindly procured their services from Tirupati and Madras, and was present during a
porticn of the festival affording me material advice and assistance. The Acting
Ivstrict Medical and Sanitary Officer and his Assistant also attended the festival
alternately, and supervised the sanitary arrangements. The conservancy staff com-
menced its operations five days before the festival began and continued its work for
pve days after it terminated. The town was well lighted up and divided into several
wards, to each of which was allotted a staff of warders; 30 incinerators were con-
structed for the burning of discarded rags and other rubbish, and 73 moveable tatti
latrines were put up. Two open trench latrines and two fields worked as latrines on
the modified Jewish principle were also arranged for. Many of these latrinos were

Ea-o R 1‘
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: 11 of them were provided with one toti each and also
lighted by mg}ét’f?)?dv:;ls%ﬁ]ngd ;urposes. and tam?d receptacles for the depositing of
W-iﬂ];twigfr I')I(‘)h: road around the sacred hill was also carefully guarded as advised by
night-soil. r
Dr. Tone 1a§ tk}fea .water wells and ponds and also bathing tanks were carefully guarded

The drin .mg by the Police, and they were systematically disinfected by the local
by yvatehmen an %nprotected wells and tanks containing filthy water were barricaded
Civil Apothe:ar}k - eported last year as being absolutely dangerous on sanitary bases,
am]lJ t{ae t’f;’v(i) ranKing, were permanently closed with brickwalls against the publie.
as he :

. ent of the South Indian Railway, kindly furnished me

] 9. ?{[alf"ffﬁﬂf%’ﬁﬁiﬁie destination of pilgrims returning by rail from Tiru-
with ,da11y_ 11; suggested by Dr. King last year, and also arranged for the stopping of
vaunamaial & “at two seleoted localities on each side of Tiruvannimalai, in view that
pilgrims tran; might use the special temporary latrines constructed by the company.
the passenger - g shed was also erected by Major Shelley for the accommodation of
A large temptothey'riruvannémalai railway station where special medical officers were
passonger 1'm to search for cases of infectious diseases amongst the passengers; my
L, do o Moo S o sty oo

e

 cattle were brought to market from the 16th to 28rd
10 Abmg t2h5(;0b({?si}111z:g (;ppeared to be very brisk. A very large well was sunk
November, afnth Samudram tank to provide drinking-water for cattle, and a water-
in the bed o ened close to the cattle market for the convenience of the peoP]e
pandal was ope The provisions of the Cattle Disease Act were made temporarily
asserpbled thege. Stock Inspector from Madras was in attendance. Five sheds for the
aPPItlcaE},f ’O?Hdis:ased cattle were in readiness, but no cattle disease occurred.
treatme

i ents made by Mr. Sullivan for the preservation of order

L. The 1(:0;180 z:;:inggrrﬁirable, in spite of the msqﬂ‘ielency of the Police staff he

and B Wert(’» wark \vi,th on the occasion, namely, 2 inspectors, 14 head constables

| hag t1'hSli zgz:tablcs as against 5 inspectors, 12 head constables and 195 constables
an

b i i Mr. Sullivan, coupled with the

trumentality of myself and Mr. Sullivan, couple

12. Thro:'lag;}ilo I‘ihi futlﬁeruDharmak{‘rta Rai Bahadur Thanakoti Mudahyar., the 1(1100;

P eo-ol;:;io were brought to a close at an early hour, and the people instea 1(;

turg\?llyp;'ioselfing ?Eeir health by exposure to the chill night air retired to their much-
n

Eeeded rest without demur.

inci is festival amounted to Rs. 3,120 as against Rs. 4,912

- Th’f‘}fgsfiégiggg t?sls tglgl to expenditure on permanent improvements, such as

oot your. 1ls, carts, lanterns, &c., having been incurred in last year, and to savings
that on w?m:; headé this year attributable mainly to constructloq of sheds and latrines,
gznde;xf;;r amani as referred to in paragrah 7 supra. The receipts on account of the
fe(;.t’ival amounted to Rs. 3,135 or about Rs. 1_5 over and above what it ha_s cost the
icipality. I most gladly bring to your notice that the Dharmakarta Rai Bahadur
I'Ir‘xl;l;;;llfoti Mudaliyar has in response to the remarks of Government on our last budget
enhanced his festival contribution for the current year from Rs. 200 to Rs. 500 from

the Temple funds. The trustee of the Oyamadam also raised his contribution from
Rs. 10 to Re. 15 this year.

. The report of the local Civil Apothecary, with Dr. Marsden’s remarks, is herein
encloi:d. His guggestions which are generally based on Dr. ng’sproposal; f;?tx; 122:
permanent improvement of the water-supply, &c., are excellent and will be unde fake
when the funds at our disposal become more elastic. I will, howeve}:, spe ul}:
commend shortly to the council for favourable consideration his remarks that poml;n 7
sory vaccination be introduced. This would seem imperative in prog;esm;;n in
prosperous town like Tiruvanndmalai with a population of 13,650 soulsdan con g
an important sacred shrine to which thousands of pilgrims are attracted.

i dmalai a few days, as
15. General Remarks.—As usual, I proceeded to Tiruvann g
kindly advised by you, ere the festival b’egan to satisfy myself that every thing that was

<A
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necessary for the safety and comfort of the pilgrims and
out and I remained there until the crowd had well dis

others concerned was carried

persed. I carefully patrolled
the town by day and night and attended the procession accompanied by Mr. Sullivan
and the Assistant Collector Mr. Willimott, together

Stationary Sub-Magistrate to maintain order.
one case of theft of property worth Rs. 2 as
to be false. I am happy to be able to repo
upon the pilgrims in the matter of bathing

safety, and that these restrictions in no wise detracted from
devolving on them as staunch devotees to the Holy

e source,
weal and

the religious obligations
God Annamalai. 1 must now

conclude my report by acknowledoing m
1. M.R.Ry. Krishnaswamy Aiyar, Tahsildar. yrep y gmg my

2 » " Rangaswami ~ Aiyar, Doputy deep sense of obligation to D

Tahsildar and Stationary Sub- Messrs. - Willimott

r. King,
and Sullivan, Dr,

Magistrate. Marsden and also to the marginally-noted

3. » - Komarasamy Pillai, ) Police In-
4. Mahomed Khan Saib,

and
5. MR.Ry. Muthuswamy Pillai, Civil
Apothecary. I must also place

appreciation of the very excellcsif
Appasami Nayudu Garg

of three of the Municipal Councillors M.R.Rys.

promote the comfort and convenience of the vast ¢

officers who have rendered invaluable
spectors. assistance to me, and on their steady and

persunal labours in a great measure de-
pended the successful issue of the fest;

Fal,
on record pdy fy]]
services

exertions tg

o ) A,Punagin'
Mudaliyar and Kolandavelu Nainar who ably seconded my personal

formed the members of the sub-committee to carr
under amant stated above.
and Councillor M.R.Ry. Krishnaswami Aiyar :and to the Deputy
man-Delegate M.R.Ry. Rangaswami Aiyar who were unremitting
hearty exertions to carry out my orders most promptly.

rowd of pilgrims.
'y out certain sanit
Lastly, my special thanks also are due

The‘ ¢ gentlemep
ary arrang’ements
to the Tahsildar
Tahsildar ang Chair-
in their zealous and

with the Tahsildar and the
No grave crimes occurred save only
reported, but it was subsequently found
rt that the sanitary restrictions imposed

and drinking-water from the sam
&c., was sengibly realized by them as being conducive to their own personal

VA
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trict, from 11th to 20th November 1896,
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) / Recommendations.
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Rerort on the Karthigay fest

Accommodation and sanitary
arrangements made,
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"the festival actually commences so that

8 No. 663 M., 16te Marcn 1897.

No. 1703. :
Forwarded to the Sub-Collector with the following remarks :—-

(1) The arrangements were made in a careful and satisfactory way and there
was a happy exemption from cholera. But, on future occasions, the sanitary staff
(including the police employed on this duty) should be collected at leasta week before

_ . . they may be properly organized
their duties. Everything should be in perfect readiness bel‘)forey hax%g. 0 and tanght
. (2) There is no suitable watet-supply at the cattle-stand
tmprovement, two large drinking-water wells should be constr:cteAs B ormanent

: d there, properl
protected and fitted with pulleys, buckets and chaj . o DIOPery
for cattle should also be built. 5 fus.  Large stone drinking-troughs

3) The Sanitary Commissioner’ 3 : s 3.
toWI,1 sh(ogld be carried};ut. ° i project for Supplymg dl'mkmg water to the

(4) Al sources of water-supply of doubt i ;
compulsorily closed during the festigfl.y uothul quality should be entirely and

(6) Three iron-constructed isolation shéds with
I’i‘i constructed near the cattle stand, railway statioﬁn and %;Z%?‘gggze;t:g floors, :hogld
ese should have smaller sheds attacheq to them to accommodate the at’t;?:xft;ve 4

. (6) A sum of at least Rs. 5.000 should b
putzons from the district board and temple authigltlizzge

(7) Vaccination should be made compulsory as soon ag possible

d in future (inclusive of contri-

521 D(}gg;)ﬁt:ger;‘oitg,g . (Signefi) dLC MARS]jEN, Surgn.-Major
S District Medicat and Sany. Officer, Souih Areot.

[

Endt. No. 145.

Referred for the remarks of ¢ i . :
report should have been submitt?ad. e Benitary Commissioner, through whom this

1

Fort Sr. Grorex s .
124 February 189'}. (Slgned) G. 8 F ORBES,

ecrelary to Government.

——————

From Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel. Ww. G.

Commissioner for Madras, to the Seggggy’ :)-B-(,} CM., p.p.H., Sanitary

Municipal Department . Overnment, Local and
No. 444-8, partment, dated Camp, Chmtagunta, 21st Febxzuar(;}alsa&,

With reference to
honour to state that the sani
ermit. The Tiruvannimalaj ,
Epr.ead; but owing to the willin formerlyua notori
guished district officials in South Areot to do their rimg Mr. Stuart’s tenure, distin-
tions, the last two festivals have passed off without any g; e sanitary precau-
descrlptu()in tgglmand much Datience and care in superviss'ioésaster. Precax.ltlons of this
of petty details, one of whlph being forgotten renderg the i]als they consist of a mass
necessary that one _ene.rgetlc person should tgke Whole useless. Hence, it is
matter through, with’a determination to succeed, T‘}’:’ilsmil&an;i Lz}nd “run” the whole
Khan certainly managed to reach, and consider, conge ea g r. t?liauha.mmad‘ Raza
attention to this troublesome work hag resulted in all quently, that his assiduous
human life. Probability in the eaving of

P-‘IL .

Orper—No. 563 M., dated 16th March 1897.

Recorded.

9. The attention of the municipal council is drawn to the suggestions of the
District Medical and Sanitary Officer in his endorsement, No. 1703, dated 5th
December 1896. '

. 8. The question of increasing the police force, referred to in paragraph 3 of the
¢ Collector’s letter, will be referred in the Judicial Department to the Inspector-Gteneral
of Police for consideration.
.. 4. The Government notes with satisfaction the energy displayed by the Sub-
Collector, Mr. Muhammad Raza Khan, and the local officers in. carrying out the
suggestions of the Sanitary Commissioner.

5. This report has not been submitted through the Sanitary Commissioner ag
B L 3 !

intended by the Collector. |
(True Extract.) M |

ryﬁ?’ Secretary to Government.

To the Chairman, Municipal Council, Tiruvannémalai.
, Collector of South Arcot.
,» Sanitary Commissioner. : .
,, Public Department. . .
,» Judicial Department.

Editors’ Table.

¥xd, A, Baitt, .

No. 563 M., 16ra Marcm 1897 9
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