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Move to the Hills.

Recording a minute by the Hon’ble Mr. Bliss placing on record his dissent from the decision

of the majority of the Council that the Government should move to Oot
middle of April 1897 for the usual period. otacamund about the



No. 446, PusLic, 22np ApriL 1897.

GOVEBRNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—
Minute by the Hon’ble Mr. H. W. BLISS, c..k., dated 26th March 1897.

T desire to place on record my dissent from the decision arrived at in Council
last Tuesday, by my honourable colleagues, that the Government should move to
Ootacamund about the middle of next month for tne usual period of six months.

The circumstances of the time seem to me to invite comparison with those of
the year 1892, when, in consequence of the state of the season and of apprehensions
of increasing distress, the Government postponed its departure for the Hills until
after a favourable south-west monsoon had established itself in the month of July.
In the month of March 1892, the total number of persons relieved was—

On relief works .. .. - 42,092

Gratuitously relieved .. . . .e . 985

43,077

The most severely affected districts then were—

Number.

District.

Gratuitously
rclieved.

Total
relieved.

Nellore
Cuddapah
Kurnool
Bellary

5,688
5,004
20,263
7,297

‘6
438
37

5,688
5,100
20,701

By the returns for the week ending last Saturday,

relief was as under—

Test workers ..
Relief workers
Weavers working
Gratuitously relieved

Total

. 690
.o 73,301
. 8,456
. 4,826

.. 87,273

—_————

* This return is however incomplete. The real number must have been about 88,000.

And the most severely affected districts were —

District,

Relief

workers.

Weavers
working.

Gratuitously relieved.
——

Dependants,

Kurnool .,
Bellary
Anantapur
Cuddapah ,,

18,806
42,841
5,115
6,639

Not reported.
752

7,704

Others,

the total number of persons on

ST

Total

on relief.

1,114
2,260
359
284

54
60
153

*
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The numbers on relief have gradually increased, week by week, as shown
below :—

Increase in
the week.

6,809
7,428
6,940
4,623
6,328
4,010
7,406
9,794 %

‘Week ending Jannary 30 . . .o
February 6 .o .e
13 .
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® The returns are incomplete. The real increase was over 10,000.

From the above figures I think that I may without exaggeration say that the
total number on relief by the end of this month will b.e about 100,009.

In 1892, the maximum number of persons on relief was 88,651 in June, or more
than double the March number. On this analogy, we may expect that_m June next
we ghall have not Jess than 200,000 persons on relief of one kind or another.

The prices at present ruling compare as shown below with those of March

1892 :—

Measures per rupee.

District. Cholum. Ragi.

1892. 1897. 1897.

15°4
Kurnool
162
Bellary

. 177
Anantapur .. 141

Cuddapah .. . 136 139 178

+ Not given in the papers which 1 have,

as can be judged by a comparison of prices, the distresg of th'is
as that of 1892; and I conclude that, if it was advisable in
t should remain in Madras during the hot weather, sg as to
: ‘ ition for the supervision and control of the administration of famine
bel_u; tieisoeb\toﬁoillgfe advisable that it should do so now.
e Madras is a better place for this purpose than Ootacamund is beyond
ot E?fen as regards those matters which can be disposed of by correspondence,
tion of the Government at Ootacamund inevitably causes considerable delay.
o doubt, be partially obviated by the free use of the telegraph. But in
This Ca'? ) o h matters as are best investigated by personal inquiry and elucidated by
rgeard 10ds'u:uesion the move of the Government to Ootacamund will entirely prevent
rsonal iris ui;'y and personal discussion with the officers on whom the burden of the
fa, Si%I;acam(}lwaign falls. Although constantly on tour in -t'ne distressed di_striets, the
Mdénber of the Revenue Board in charge of famine operations and the Sanltz.u'y Com-
milsioner, who are the officers on whose reports the Government must rely in regard
to kelief measures of all kinds, must return to Madras every few weeks, .botrh to obtal_n
nebessarv rest and change and in order tq attend to the ot'ho.r buvness of their
respective offices. On every such o_ccasion, if the Government is in Madras, they have
the opportunity of personally informing the Members of Government and of themselves
receiving advice and instruction. If the Governr_nent is at Qotgcamund, this is not
possible. Again, 1if the Collector of one of the distressed districts should desire to
consult Government or the Famine Commissioner, or should be sent for for this purpose,
he can reach Madras and return to his district, after receiving instructions, within 48

So far, therefore,
ear must be as severe
1892 that the Governmen

question.
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hours. To reach Ootacamund and return therefrom would take him five days anﬁ
would involve an additional journey of 570 miles by rail and 68 miles by road, muce ' ' : . SUBJECT.
of it in a very trying temperature, and would necessitate his spending four mghtsh ouf Wbt GOHER NG
of five in the train. Such a journey might not improbably overtax the strength o TuE HowsLe Mg, BLISS, C.I.E.
an officer whom it would be of the greatest importance not to overtax.
A further, and in my opinion not the least important, reason why the Governy ; . —t,
ment should remain at Madras until the distress abates, is that by so doing 1t Wik

“afford great encouragement to those of its servants in all departments on whom the
depressing work of combating famine devolves.

Orprr—No. 446, Public, dated 22nd April 1897. FOR ORDERS. ‘
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