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lj” aspection of Vessels

- Approving, with remar] " I:\the proposal that vessels bound for foreign ports should, ~ ;
. when necessary, and on the ‘quisition of the agents, be inspected by the Health - *
. officer of the port of Madras | ‘to 9 P.u., an additional fee being paid by the ehip. - K
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Reap— the following papers :—

From Messrs. BINNY axp Co., Agents, British India Steam Navigation Coxﬁ- :

pany (Limited), to the Secretary to Government, Marine Department, dated
Madras, 27th February 1897. : . o

With reference to Fort St. George Gazette notification, No. 40, dated 23rd instant,

we have the honoar to submit that the regulations affecting port clearance of vessels
(section 5) are calculated to interfere seriously with the prompt despatch of steamers

bound for foreign ports.

Tt frequently occurs in the case of the Company’s Home Line steamers, both
outward and homeward bound, that cargo has to be discharged or shipped after the
_ordinary working hours, which are from 6 aA.M. to 6 p.M., and as we are given to
anderstand that the Health officer will not board vessels for the purpose of inspection
except between those hours, steamers which, under hitherto existing conditions, might
leave, say, at 8 or 9 P.M., Will be compelled by present regulations to remain until 8 or
9 a.m. the following day in order to obtain bill of health and port clearance, thus

involving a delay of at least 12 hours nominally, but in reality of 24 in the case of -

steamers bound for Colombo, which would arrive too late on the evening of the third
day to do any work.

With regard to section 4, wherein it is ruled that no communication shall be held
with the steamer after health certificate has been granted, we have the honour to
inquire how it is proposed that the port clearance—which we understand will be
withheld pending production of such certificate—is to be conveyed on board.

We have the honour to request, under these circumstances, and in order to facili-
tate the quick despatch of large passengers steamers, which at this season are very
crowded, that special regulations may be issued whereby the Health officer or his
d:;ﬁltyi x}xlmy, if so required, be called upon to board vessels after hours and grant bill
of bealth. * :

: o L
We would suggest that it would save delay and relieve the Oustom House staff
if the port clearance might be handed over by the Customs authorities before 6 r.m.
to the pilot, who could make it, as well as the bill of health, over to the steamer on
receipt of the latter document. This procedure, though unusual, might, we think, be
applied, as the circumstances are temporary and unusual. ’

From Commander H. A. STREET, R.I.M., Presidency Port Officer, Madras,
to the Secretary to Government, Marine Department, dated 2nd March 1897
No. 949/72 G. ’

With reference to the letter from the agents of the British India Steam Navi-
gation Company at this port, dated 27th February 1897 (received with Marine
Department endorsement, No. 140 E. of this date, and herewith returned), bringing to
notice that certain regulations contained in the notification published with G.O.
N o. 151, Marine, dated 23rd Februsry 1897, would seriously interfere with the prompé

d espateb of steamers bound for foreign ports, I have the honour to acquaint you, for

| Exd T. K. Nersysna Aiyaogar.

No. 202, Maring, 6T MarcH 1897. . .3

the information of Government, that, with respect to such steamers, I am of opinion
that arrangements should be made by which they should be inspected by the Health

officer up to 9 r.M. An additional fee for any inspection after 6 P.M. might be
sanctioned.

2. In respect to paragraph 5 of the notification, I see no objection to the port
clearance being handed over to the Deputy Port Conservator for delivery to the pilot,
provided that the pilot is authorized to withhold it, should the master of the vessel be
unable to produce the bill of health or certificate.

Orpre—No. 202, Marine, dated 6th March 1897.

His Excellency the Governor in Council approves the proposal that vessels bound
for foreign ports should, when necessary, and on the requisition of the agents, be
inspected by the Health officer of the port of Madras up to 9 p.M., an additional fce
being paid by the ship.

2. The Presidency Port Officer will report as to the scale of fees to be fixed for
this overtime work, and as to whether the fees should be retained in whole or in part
by the inspecting officer. R

3. The port clearance will, in such cases, be handed over to the Deputy Port
Conservator for delivery to the pilot, who will make it over to the master of the
vessel on his producing the bill of health or certificate. ‘

(True Extract.) .

Under Secretary to Government. “

-

s

To the Surgeon-Genergl with Government.
~,, the Presidency Port Officer.
»» Mesars. Binny & Co. )
»» the Chairman, Harbour Trust Board.
s » Chamber of Commerce.
,, the Local and Municipal Départment.
. the Public Department.
» the Collector of Sea Customs.
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