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The Humble Memorial of the Inhabitants of
Madras in Public Meeting assembled.

SHEWETH,
‘ (/

P 1. That your S Cenl Ceen ey /' Memorialists at a Meeting held in Madras on the
ogth October lust after a consideration of the. grievances of British indians in South Africa
adopted the following resolutions :—

(a) This meeting fully sympathizes with the Indian Settlers in that country and
authorize Messrs. P. Ananda Charln, C. Sankaran Nair, John Adam,
N. Subramaniem, H. Hadi Badsha Saib and G. Subramania Iyer to draw up
memorials to the Home and the Indian Governments, inviting their atten-
tion to the grievances with a view to their prompt ré

the same under the signature of the Chairman.

dress, and forward

the Indian Governments
Law Amendment Act passed
at, if the repeal of
indentured emigra=

(b1 'This meeting regrets the action of the Home and
having assented to the Indian Tmmigration
by the Natal Parliament last year, aud is of opinion th
that Act cannot be brought abont by the Governments,
tion to the colony of Natal should be suspended.

' ’ . :
9, That your ~X<e {lcec €57 Memorialists beg to submit perewith copies of the
pamphlet and the speech detailing the grievances.

‘ \ { . ' L )
3. That your ‘A€ {ece- cg 7 Momorialists are deeply pained to hear of the
: © Government may

grievaunces existing it South Africa and pray that your . )Z Ce cCece c;. ;
{ake such steps as arc necessary to remedy them. ,

4. That your k¢e tesess, s Memorialists beg farther to invite your g Ceilecs i
and to point out that the provisions

attention to the Natal Immigration Law Amendment Act
are opposed to the solemn

therein are highly detrimental to the welfare of tiis country and
declarations of Her Majesty’s Government from time to time that Her Majesty’s Indian sub-

jects will be treated ou a footing of equality with Her Majesty’s other subjects.
7

5. 'That your Xlellies g 7
the authorities in South Africa cannot be compelled to remove t
Government may take steps to suspend Indentured Emigration v the colony.

/}}( collce o/; Memorialists beg to point ouf that, for the reasons
your

Memorialists homb' 7 venture to suggest thag if

, disabilities your &< (oeceys

6. That your v
contained in the Memorials of Indians in South Africa already submitted to
Government (printed copies of which arc herewith submitted), the repeal of the Act s
absolutely necessary in the best interests of the Government of this country.

X Co¢ Gl e Memorialists pray that your //;:/Cc (& . cey may be

That your ;
£ our countrymen in South

Africa.

And for this act of justice your
bound ever pray.
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Public Meeting held on the 26th October 1296,
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The Humble Memorial of the Inhabitants of
Madras in Public Bleeting assembled.

L SHEWEYH,

1. That your jrkcc i e <y 4 Memorialists at a Meeting held in Madras on the
26th October last after a consideration of the grievances of British Indians in South Africa

adopted the following resolutions :—

‘ai This meeting fully sympathizes with the Indian Settlers in that country and
authorize Messrs. P. Ananda Charlu, C. Cankaran Nair, John Adam,
N. Subramaniem, H. Hadi Badsha Saib and G. Subramania Tyer to draw up

memorials to the Home and the Indian Governments, inviting their atten-

tion to the grievances with a view to their prompt redress, and forward

the same under the signature of the Chairman.

(L1 This meeting regrets the action of the Home and the Indian Governments in
having assented to the Indian Tmmigration Law Amendment Act passed
by the Natal Parliament last year, and is of opinion that, if the repeal of
that Act cannot be breught abont by the (Governments, indentured emigra=

tion to the colony of Natal should be snspended.

»

9. That your Jx e d € e< ceps Memorialists beg to submit kerewith copies of the.
pamphlet and the speech detailing the grievances.

3. 'That your X<« / -+ o, Memorialists are deeply pained to hear of the

grievances existing in South Africa and pray that your X i lee , Government may

,

1ake such steps as are necessary to remedy them.

’ [
[ . . . . v e PV
4. That your Xo < rbear e Memarialists beg further to invite your e llee gt

attention to the Natal Tmmmig.ation Law Amendment Act and to point outb that the provisions
therein are highly detrimental to the welfave of this country and are opposed to the solemn
declarations of Her Majesty’s Government from time to time that Her Majesty’s Indian sub-

jects will be treated on a footing of equality with Her Majesty’s other subjects.

)
) , .
5. That your ¥ {Ccee cor 7 Memorialists humbly venture to suggest that if

the authorities in South Africa cannot be compelled to remove the disabilities your x<c (./cf/

Government may take steps to suspend Indentured Emigration to the colony.

6. That your /)/ Ceilece cor/ Memorialists beg to point out that, for the reasons

contained in the Memorials of Indians in South Africa already submitted to your ~X<e /('tur/r"?/%a«e

Government (printed copies of which arc herewith submitted), the repeal of the Act is
absolutely neccessary in'/the best interests of the Government of this c}ountry.

a

That your ~4<< (Cicecepr Memorialists pray that your /YCC/ ea cey may bo
pleased to take the necessary steps to ameliorate the condition of our countrymen in South

Africa. K
And for this act of justice your JYCe (i cecer7 Memorialists shall as in duty

bound ever pray. f

Preaident.

Public Meeting held on the 26ih October 1896,
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The Humble Memorial of the Inhabitants of
Madras in Public Meeting assembled.

SHEWETH,
" / // 4 / 1
1. That your @ Kcws&eccy7 Memorialists at a Meeting held in Madras on the
26th October last after a consideration of the grievances of British Indians in South Africa
adopted the following resolutions :—

(¢t 'This meeting fully sympathizes with the Indian Settlers in that country and

anthorize Messrs. P. Ananda Charlu, C. Sankaran Nair, John Adam,
N. Subramaniem, H. Hadi Badsha Saib and G. Subramania Iyer to draw up
memorials to the Home and the Indian Governments, inviting their atten-
tion to the grievances with a view to their prompt redress,

the same under the signature of the Chairman.

and forward

ome and the Indian Governnients 1n
Law Amendment Act passed
nion that, if the repeal of
indentured emigra=

{b; This meeting regrets the action of the H
having assented to the Indian Tmmigration
by the Natal Parliament last year, and is of opi
that Act cannot be brought about by the (Governments,

tion to the colony of Natal should be suspended.
/ ’
2. 'That your X(e (¢ e e - Memorialists beg to submit kerewith copies of the
pamphlet and the speech detailing the grievances.

3. 'That your X<« Ceee g ~ Memorialists are deeply pained to hear of the

grievances existing in South Africa and pray that your s cedicecces 4 Government may

take such steps as are necessary to remedy them.

1. That your Xccrecree > Memorialists beg further to invite your ‘fee (e ox
nt Act and to point out that the provisions

attention to the Natal Immigration Law Amendme
posed to the solemn

therein are highly detrimental to the welfare of this country and are op
declarations of Her Majesty’s Government from time to time that Her Maje

jects will be treated on a footing of equality with Her Majesty’s other subjects.
7
5. That your ¢« X« {Ccec s 5 Memorialists humbly ven
the authorities in South Africa cannot be compelled to remove the disabilities your
Government may take steps to suspend Indentured Emigration to the colony.

sty’s Indian sub-

ture to snggest that if
)kC( [(ccn ‘7’7

! 7 , v e .
6. That your Xcectteeccza Memorialists beg to point out that, for t}he reasons

contained in the Memorials of Indians in South Africa already submitted to your
Government (printed copies of which are herewith submitted), the repeal of the Act is

absolutely necessary in the best interests of the Government of this country.

That your IxEelleec » Memorialists pray that your })(CC (Ceen et “may be
pleased to take tho necessary steps to ameliorate the condition of our countrymen in South
Africa, g

And for this act of justice your A e e <o , Memorialists shall as in duty

P

hound ever pray.

Presiiont,

Pablic Mecting held en the 26th October 1506
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To,—
His Excellency the Right Houourable Lorp Evcy, Vicerey
and Governor General of India in Conncil, Calcutta.
The memorial of the undersigned
Indians in the Colony of Natal,

Bumbly Sgembil :

That your memorialists who are Her Majesty’s Indian subjects crave
leave to draw your Excallency’s attention to the humble memorial addressed
to Her Majesty’s Government with regard to certain clauses of the Indian
Immigration Law Amendment Bill which was recetly passed by the Hon.
the Legislative Assembly and the Hon. the Legislative Council of N atal, and
which is partly based upon your Excellency’s dispatch to his Excellency the
Governor of Natal on the subject thereof,a copy of which is annexed
hereto.

Besides drawing your Excellency's attention to the above memorial, your
memorialists beg respectfully to State as follows with regard to the Bill.

Your Excellency’s memorialists have noticed with regret that your
Excellency is disposed to sanction the principle of compulsory re-indenture,
or compulsory return.

Your memorialists also regret that thay did not send a representation
at the time the Delegates set out for India, It wil be idle to discuss the cays, ]
that prevented such a course from being adopted. Your memorialists, however,
confidently hope that the wrong inflicted would be so great, in case the Bill
became Law, that the above ommiseion will not come jn the way of its being
averted.

Your memorialists, with the greatest deference, venture to point out
that if the noncompliance with the condition as to compulsory return could
not set the criminal law in motion, the insertion in the contracts of such a
clause is absolutely uselass, if not actually harmful, in as much as it might
encourage the contracting party to break his contract, and the law would
connive at such a breach. And since such exteme precaution pre-supposes
the in justice of the contract, your memorialists respectfully submit that the
reasons adduced for inducing the sanction are absolutely insufficient, if any

reasons could justify it.
As has been hinted at in the annexure, your memorialists implora your

Excellency not to sanction any of the clauses objected to ; but, in accordance
with the emphatically expressed opinions of Mr. J. R. Saunders and the Hon.
Mr. Escombe, quoted in the annexure, to stop Immigration to Natal.

Your memorialists respectfully beg to protest against any section of
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“Hor Majesty’s subjects, bo they the poorest, being practically enslaved or

subjected to a special obnoxious poll tax, in order that a body of Colonist
oionists -

who already have been deriving the greatest benefits from such subiects

be able to satisfy their whims or desire to exact more from the iame’ o
without any return whatsoever. Calling the idea of compulsory re ind men
o in lieu thereof of a Poll. tax, a whim, your memorialists believe th e“:lure.
used the right expression. For your memorialists firmly believe the,.:y ave
be no cause for alarm even if the Indian Population were treb] ?Vould
Colony. ed in the

But your mémorialists humbly submit than in a matter like th

the wigh of the Colony cannot guide your Excellency’s decision be above
the interests of the Indians affected by the clauses shoulq alone be ’ “.t that
A.nd your memorialists have no hesitation'in submitting with al] d coneidored.
tfmt the clauses, if ever sanctioned, will be a grave injustice and w:e respect,
most helpless of Her Majesty’s Indian subjects. °ng tothe

11:\ ) 1 . .
¥i.» year's indenture, your Memorialists submit is
)

dong enough to

. mean that a .

cinnot pay a peil tax of £3 or return to India, must "l'or'~'éVer r'; Iﬂ.dlan who
main without

freedom, without any prospect of ever bettering his condition

even thinking of changing his hut, his meagre allowance, and ;a
for a better house, enjoyable food and respectable clothiye
t 1ink of educating his children according to his owp tast::

um lsrgo. T caise it to an indefinite period would

‘Vithout ever
gged clothes’

. ] or : .
wife with any pleasure or recreation. Your Memorialistg submi: O:illiirtx;lg his
aat a life of

semi-starvation in India, but of freedom, and among friends and . lati i
the same state would certainly be better and more desirable than ;“t"’:s N
In this case the Indian may expect and get the chance to better his lote i: :I:e.
never, That your Memorialists submit and believe, never wag the oi»ject 2:
eacouraging immigration.

In conclusion, therefore, your Memorialists earnestly pray and confidently
hLope that if the Colony does not want the Indian immigration witnout the
arrangement obi - "l to being sanctioned, your Excellency may be gracious'y
pleased to stop futire immigration to Natal, or grant such other reliof as may

seem just.
And for this act of justice and mercy, your Memorialists as in duty

bound, shall for ever pray &c., &c.
(Sd.) Abdul Karim Hajee Adam.

2

To— , .
The Right Honourable Joszrr CHauerALAIN, Her Majety’s

Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, London.
. The Memorial of the undersigned In-
dians residing in the Colony of Natal,

Buuwlly Shuuel),

That your Memorialists, representing the Indian community in the

Colony of Natal respectfully venture to approach you with respect to the Indian

Immigration Law Amendment Bill recently passed by the Hon. Legislative
Assembly, and the Hon. Legislative Council of Natal, in so for as it affects the
ng conditions of indenture and requires a special license costing £3 every

existi
to be taken out by the indentured Indians coming under that Law and

year,
wishing to remain in the Colony as free Indians.

9. Your Memorialists, with a view to have the Clauses dealing with
the above matter left out presented respectful memorials to both the Honourable
Houses, but your Momarialists regret to meuntion without avail. The copies
of the memorials are ar-~cw.d hereto, and marked A, and B, respectively.
3. The Clauses that deal with the matter are as follows: — ’
Clause 2. “From and after the date]when this Act shall take effect-
the indentures to be signed by indian Immigrants as provided by
Schedules B and C of the Indian Immigration Lé.w, 1»891,. _refe,”
rred to in Section 11 of the said Law, shalk contain & Co,’ve‘nat'x't‘
by the Indian Immigrants, in words as follows:—" | o (
«And wo further agree that after the expiration or other determinét‘ion‘
we shall either return to Indian or remain in Natal uhder inden_
tures to be from time to time entered into;provided that cach
torm of new indentured serviceshall be for two years, and provided
further, that the rate of wages for each year of indentured
service after that provided by this Contract shall be 16/-per
month for the first year, 17/-per month for the second, 18/-per
month for the +° ' year, 19/-per month for the fourth year, and
20/-per month [cx the fifth and each succeeding year.”

Clause 6 runs as follows:—
«Every Indentured Indian who shall have entered into the Covenany

sot out in Section 2 of this Act, and who shall fail, neglect, or
refuse to return to Irdia, or become re.indentured in Natal, sha.ll
take out year by year, & pass Or license to remain in the Colony
to be issued by the Magistrate of his distriot, and shall pay for
such pass or license & yearly sum of £3 sterling, which may be

recovered by summary process by any Clerk of the Peace or,

[l BRI - ——— . -

e

Py
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other Officer appointed to get in such license money.

The Schedule B referred to in Clause 2, quoted above, so far asit re.
lates to the period of service is as follows:—

“We, the undersigned, emigrants from to Natal, hereby
engage to serve the employer to whom we may respeciively be
allotted by the Protector of Indian Immigrants at Natal; provid-
ed that we shall receive monthly in money the wages stated her-
under opposite our respective names, and the allowances follow]
ing”:—

4. From the above it will be seen, that if the Bill under discussion bes
came law, an indentured Indian, in case he desires to settlo in the Colony after
the first five years of his indentured service, should either have to rem in
under perpetual indenture, or pay a yeaily tax of £3; your memorialists have
used the word fax advisedly, because that was the word used in tho originag
Bill before it passed the committee stage. Your memoiralists submit that the
mere change of name from tax to license, does not make it the less offensive
but shows the knowledge on the part of the framers that a special poll tax, on a
special class of people in the Colony, is entirely repugnant to the British notions
of justice.

5. Now, your memorialists humbiy, but emphatically submit, that to
raise the term of indenture from five years toa practically indefinite period, i-
extremely unjust, esj,pecial]y vecause such a measure is absolutely uncalled for
so far as the industries protected, or affected by, the indentured Indians are
concerned.

6. The clauses owe their origin, to the com.nissicn that was sent ou
to India in the year 1894, by the Natal Government, and the report made by’
the Delegates, Messrs. Binns and Mason, who formed the commission. The
reasons given in that report for such legislation are given at p. p. 20 and 21 of
the “Annual Report of tne Protector of Immigrants for 1894.” Your memot
rials venture to quote the following from the 1eport of the Delegates.

“In a country where the native population is in number so far in ex-
cess of the European, the unlimited settlement of Indians is not
considered desirable, and there is a general wish that when they
have completed their last period of indenture they should return
to India. There are already about 25,000 free Indians settled in
the Colony, many of whom have allowed their right to a return
passage to lapse; this is exclusive of a very considerable Banyan-
trading population.”—(p. 20.)

7. Thus the reasons for the special arrangement are political merely,

Properly speaking there is no question of overcrowding at all. There can be

5

none in a newly opened up country where therc are yet vast tracts of land en-
tirely uninhabited and uncultivated.
8. Again, in the same report, the Delegates state as follows:—
“There is a strong feeling amongst the merchants and.  shopkeepers
with regard to the Arabs, who are all tradersand not workers;
but, as they are mouwtly British subjects and do not go to the Co-
lony under any form of agreement, it is recognised that they can
not be interfered with.”
* % * * * *
“The Coolie does not come into competition to any considerable extent
with the European. Field work for Europeansis impossible on the
coast, where all the plantations are situated, and the number of

servants other than Coolies and Natives has always been very

small.”
* * ¥* * * *
“Although we are decidedly of opinion that up to the present the
working Indians who have settled down (the italics are your memo-
rialists’) have been of great benefit to the Colony, we cannot
avoid having regard to the future, and, in the face of the great
Native problem yet to be solved in South Africa, sharing in the
concern which is now felt, If a large proportion of the Coolies
had taken advantage of the return passage nrovided for them,
there would have been less cause for alarm.”

9. Your memorialists most respectfully submit that the aliove extracts,
which form part of the reasons given for measures restrictive of the settlement
of freed Indians in the Colony, go to prove the exact opposite; forif the
Todian traders, to which class most of your memorialists belong, who “do not
go to the Colony under any form of agreement,” could not be interfered with,
smuch less the indentured Indians, who are also equally British subjects and who
are, so to speak, invited to go to the Colony, and whose settlement (in the Dele-
gates’ own words) “ has been of great benefit to the Colony,” and who have
therefore a special claim on the goodwill and attention of the Colonists.

10. And, if the ‘Coolie’ “does not come into competition to any consi-
derable extent with the Europeans,” where is the justification your memorialists
humbly ask, for adopting measures that would make itdifficult for the indentured
Indians to earn honest bread in peace and freedom? 1t dose not certainly lie in
any qualities special to the indentured Indian which render them dangerous
members of society. The peace-loving disposition 8nd the mildness of the Indian
nation are proverbial. Their obedience to authorities over them is no less
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prominent a trait of their character, and it would not lie in the mouth of the
Delegates to say otherwise; for the protector, who was one of the Delegates,
in his report at p- 15 of the same book says:—

“Many persons, T am aware, condemn tho Indians as a race, yet
these persons cannot fail if they look around them to sce hund
reds of these Indians honestly and peaceably pursuing their
several useful and desirable occupations”

* * * * * *

I am pleased to be able to state that the Indjans generally
resilent in the Cclony continue to form a prosperous, enterprising
and law-abiding section of the community.”

11. The Hon. the Attorney General, in moving the seecnd reading of
the Bill is reported to have said that.
“There was no intention to interefere with the introduetion of labour
to the injury of any industry, but these Indians were broueht
here for the purpose of supplying labour for the

tevelopment
of local industries, and were not intended to fory, porti o of the
South African nation which was beine built up in the varj
States.”

12, With the greatest deference to the learned Att

n3

orney General, your
memorialists humbly submit that the above remarks condemnn entirely the
clauses under discussion, and venture to believe that her I\Iajest3"s Grovernment
will not endorse such remarks by sanctioning the Bl

13. Your memorialists venture to think that it is against the spirit of
the British constitution to coantenance measures that tend to keep men y nder
perpetual bondage.  That the Bill, if passed, would do $0, it i3 submitteq is
sclf-evident. |

14, The Nutal Mercury of the 11th May, 1895, the Goveranent organ
thus justifies the measure:—

“This much, however the Government cannot aecede to, that mep
who contract at fair wages to assist’ the Colonists, should 1 al-
fowed to break their contract, and remain competitors against the
Colonists; those whom, and for no other purpose, and no other
eondition they came to serve. To do otherwise, would pg
to destroy all distinction between right and wrong, and to give
tacit disavowal of the existence of law and equrty. There is no
desire for, nor 1s there any harshness of any kind, nor is there

anythiug fo which unbiassed judgment can take exception.®

15. Your mewmorialists have quoteld the above toshow what efeling

L]

7
-4

exists oven amongst responsible quarters against the Indians only because ssme
very few dare to trade in the Colony, after having served as labourers not only
under and during their term of indenture, but a long time after the completion
of their term.

16. The statement that requiring those who are admittedly indespers-
able to the welfare of the Colony to remain either under perpetual bondage, or
to « purchase freedom” as it is put by the Natal Advertiser, 9/5/95, by paying

) . ] . o " )
an annual tax of £3, “ 1s neither harsh nor mequitable,” will not your memo

* " rialists feel sure be accepted by Her Majesty’s Governnient.

17.  The injustice of thre clauses seems to be so evident and strong, that
even the Nutal Advertiser, a paper which is by no means favourable towards
the Indian, felt it, and expressed it in the following terms on the 16th May,
1895,

“The penal clause of the Bill originally was to the effect that the Tu-
dian failing to return to India, should pay “an annual tax to the
Government.” On Tuesday, the Attorney-General moved that
this be altered to read:—should take out a pass or license to re-
wain i the Colony,” for which £3 would be payable. This is
decidedly an  alteration for the better, and effects the same end
under less disagreeable terms, A broad question, however, is
raised by this proposal to establish aspecial tax on the Coolis
settlers. If such a disability is to be placed on Coolies coming
from another part of the Empire, surely its application should be
extended to include members of other non-European races, who
have no connection with the British Empire, such as Chinese,
Arabs, Kafirs from outside states, and all such visitors. To spe-
cially select the Coolies for attention in this way, and to allow all
other alicns to settle with impunity, and without disability, is not
an cquitable arrangement. The practice of taxing alvens, if it is
to be inaugurated at all, should surely commence with those racos
not under the British flac in their native land, and not with
those who, whether we like the fact or not, are the subjects of
the same Sovereign as ourselves. These should be the last, not
the first, to be placed by us under exceptional disabiliti-
es.”

18. Your Memorialists submit that the arrangement has vot appealed
to any fair minded men at all. How the Indian Government could b;e persuad-
ed by the Natal Delegates to make a promise to sametion an indefinite exten-

sion of the indentures, or compulsory return, no matter how reluctantly, your
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memorialists do not profess to know. But your memorialists venture to hope
that the case, as put here, on behalf of the indentured Indians will receive full
attention from both Her Majesty’s Government and the Indian Government,
and that any sanction given on the representation of an ex parte commission
will not be allowed to prejudice the case of the Indentured Indians.

19. For the sake of ready reference your Memorialists beg leave to
quote as follows trom His Excellency the Viceroy’s despatch to His Excellency

the Governor of Natal, dated the 17th September 1804.

“I should myself have prefurred the continuance of the existing sys-*"

tem, under which it 1s open to an immigrant at the termination
of his period of indenture to settle in the Colouy ¢n his own ac-
count, and I have little sympathy with the views that would
prevent any subject of the Crown from settling in any Colony
under the British flag. But, in consideration of the feelings at
present manifested in the Colony of Natal towards Indian settlers
I am prepared to accept the proposals (a tof)set forth by the
Delegates in  the memorandum of 20th Jauuary, 1894, referred
to in preceding paragraph, subject to the following provisions,
viz.,—
That a Coolie when first recruited shall be required by the terms
of his Contract to return to India, within or immediately on the
exriration of the period of his indenture, unless he may prefer to
re-enter into a further 1ndcature on the same conditions.

(0) That such Coolies as may ~cinz o return should in no case be

made subject to penalties under criminai law and

(¢) That all renewals shall be for a period of two years, and that a free

passage should be secured to the immigrant at the end of the first
term for which his engagement ismade as well as at the end of every
subsequent renewal.

The alterations in the existing system which I am prepared to sanction
with the approval of Her Majesty’s Government, may be sum-
marised as follows”:—

20. Your Memorialsts notice with a feeling of relief that Her

Majesty's Government, have not yet approved of the suggestions of the
De]ega;els: To show yet further how grossly unjust the adoption of the

ulsory return or re-indenture has scemed from the first time that the
comp

idea was started, your Memorialists crave leave to quote from the report
1dea b )

f and evidence taken before the Immigration Commission that sat in Natal in
ol an

i

s

the year 1885.
22. Mr. J. R. Saunders, one of the Cominissioners, forcibly puts
his views on the matter in his additionol report in the following terms:—
“Thougl the Commission has made no e mmendation on the subject
of passing a law to force Indians b to India at the expiration
of their term of service unless they renew  their indentures, I
wish to express my strong condemnation of any such idea, and I
feel convinced that many, who now advocate the plan, when they
realise what it means, will reject 16 as epor o “ully as T do. Stop
Indian immigration and face results, ' ¢ dJdon” try todo what I
can show is a great wrong,

“What is it but taking the best out of servunts (the good as
well as the bad), and then refusing them the ecjoyment  of the
reward | Foreing them back (if we could, but we cannot) when
their best days have been speat for our benefit.  Whereto ? Why
back to face a prospect of starvation from which they sought to
escape when they were young.  Shylock like, taking the pound
of flesh, and Shylock like we may rely on s meciing, Shyloek’s
reward.

“Stop Indian immigration if you will ; if there are not cnovgh
unoccupied houses now, empty more by clearing  out Arabs and
Indians who live in *hem, and who add to the productive ang con-
suming power of a less than  half-peopled ~intre. Bug Jot us
trace restults in this one branch of the CDAUITY, Tuiin - o4y oap
example cof others, trace out how untenanted Lowern denyeciate
the value of properties and sceurities—-how, out of this st re-
sult stagnation in the building trade and those other trades and
stores for supplies dependent on it—follow out how this leads to a
reduced demand for white mechanics, and with the reduction in
spending power of so many, how fall of revenue is to bo expeeted
next, need of retrenchment or taxation, or both. Iet this result
and others far too numerous to be caleulated in detail, be faced,
and if blind race sentimentallism or jealousy is to prevail, so be
it. The Colony can stop Indian immigration, and that perhaps
far moro easily and permanently than some ‘popularity seekers:
would desire. But force men off at the end of their service, this
the Colony cannot do. And I urge on it not to discredit a fair
name by trying.”

23. The late member of the late Legislative Council and the present
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Attorney-General (the Hon. Mr. Escombe), giving his evidence before tho

Commission said (p. 177):—
«With reference to time expired Indians, I do not think that it oucht
to be compulsory on any man to go to any part of the ‘worl .

for a crime for which he is transported; I hear 3 areat (
g !

d save
nal of this

and again to take a different
view, but I have not been able to do it.

question ; I have been asked again

A man is brougiit here,
s every often without his
consent, (the italics are your memorialists) he gives the best £

C Vo

r his life, he forms ies. foran
years of ) ms new ties, forgets the olq ones,

in theory with las own consent, in pracie

perhaps

establishes a home here, and " .1
) e cannot, according to my view of

| . tter by far to stop the furthey
introduction of Indians altogether than to take what

right and wrong, be sent back. Be

t of them and order th vork you
can out ot them and order them away. T}

- 1he Colony, or .

, part of

wishes to  avoid the

conscyuences  of Indian mmmigration. The Indi

the Colony, seems to want Indians but also
an people do no

. do a great deal
1 have never heard a reason to Justify the extraditio
. .. ‘ on
oi & man who has behaved well for five years. I do not thigl

T nk

hanm as far as I know ; in certain respects they

of e,

that the Indian, at the expiration of his fua 5’ I
, ] s five years service, should

1 . .
be placed under police supervision unless he is 4 eriminal

‘ I know
not why Arabs should be placed under pol

1C@ supervision more
than Europeans. In cases of some A 1
‘ S Arabs 1S <]
5 the thing is smiply
: ! large connections, who
arc siways usced in trade if they can be dealt with more profi
o1

ricicuious.  They are men of large means,

tabl
than others. y

24. Your memorialists, while drawing your attention to 1]

1 above,
cannot help expressing their regret that the gentleman who expressed the above

views ten years ago should now be the member to introduce the Bil] under dis-
cussion.

25. Mr. H. Binns, who went with Mr. Mason as a delegate to indues
the Indian Government to <art.n the compulory return or re-indenture, cx-
pressed the following onicir o giving his evidence before the Commission

T think the idea wuich has been mooted, that all Indians should be
compelled to return to India at the end of their term of inden-
ture, is most unfa.: v the Indian population, and would never be

sanctioned by the i liun Government.  In my opinion the free
Indian popuiation 1, v most useful section of the comnunity. A

laree proportion «f tuem, considerably larce than is generally

(¥

m

o

-
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supposed, are in service in the Colony, particularly employed as

house servants in the towns and villages. * * * *
Before there was a free Indian population the towns of Pieter.
maritzburg and Durban had no supply of fruit, vegetables, and
fish- At present all these thing are fully supplied. We have
never had any immigrants from FEurope who have shown any
inclination to become market gardeners and fishermen, and I am
of opinion that, but for the free Indian population, the markets
of Pietermaritzburg and Durban would be as badly supplied now
as they were ten years ago.”—(p. 155-136).

26. The pr;sent Chief Justice and the then Attorney General expressed
the following opinion =—

I object to any alteration in the terms of the laws under which In-
diaps are indtroduced into the Colony. In my opinion, numbers
of the Iusdians who have been introduced, have in a great measure
provided <n ina ctact for the failure of white Immigrants, and
have culitve 4@ iands, which would otherwise remain uncultivated,
with the crops which are of real advantage to the inhabitants of
the Colony. Many who have not availed themselves of the
return passage to India, have turned out to be trusty and useful
domestic servants. (p. 327.)

27. Tt is yet possible to take out extracts from the same voluminous
report and evidence, to show what the most distinguished men in the Colony
have thought about the arrangement.

28. Your memorialists further beg to draw your attention to the
foﬁowing from Messrs Binn’s and Mason’s report :

““So far, no second term of indenture has been agreed to in the case
of any country to which Coolies emigrated, although the consent
of the Government ¢f India has been frequently asked for, and
in no case had the condition of compulsory return at the end of
the indenture been sar.ctioned.”

29. Tt has been said in the Culony, in defence of the measure, that
there can be no injustice, where two parties voluntarily agree to do a certain
thing, and that the Indians before coming to Natal will know under what
conditions they will go to Natal. This point has been dealt with in the petitions
to the Hon. the Legislative Assembly, and the Hon. the Legislative Council
and your memorialists venture to repeat that when the contracting parties are
not situated equally, the proposition is entirely inapplicable. An Indian who

in order “to escape from starvation,” as Mr, Saunders has putit, seeks indenture,



can hardly be called a free agent.

30. So recently as 1894, the evidence as to the indispenselileness of.
the Indian has been dwelt upon in the Protector’s Report referred to above
At p. 15 hesays:

“If it were possible even for o - ort space of time to withdraw tho
whole of the Indian population from ih: Colony. I am convinced ihat with
but very few exeeptions, every industry in existence at the present time would
collapse, solely for the want of 1eliable labour. There is no getting over tho
fact that the Native as arulr will not wor! :
throughout the Colony that without th~ “:dian asa labourer, no industry,

'agricuitural or otherwise, of any impoiance could possibly be carried ;n
successfully, and not only this, but alnost every householder in Natal would be
without domestic servants.”

31. If almost the whole current of what 1y be called expert opinion,
from beginning up to date, goes to show the usefulness of the Indians, then
your Mcmorialists submit it 1s not  too much to say that to keep such people
under perpetual bondage, or to make them pay a yearly tox of £3 whether they

can afford it or not,is, tosay the very

fish.

least, abmolutoly one sided and sel-

32. Your Mumerialists beg  respectfully to draw veur attention to the
fact that were the Bill to become law, the very objeets of immicration will be
frustrated in all its aspects. If it is to enable the Indians to iprove their mate-
rial condition ultimate'y, the objeet certainly wit' vot be fulfilled by compelling

Ty

them to remain nnder perpetual indenture. 7!

M

C o fe v ave the overerowd-
ed parts of India, that objeet also will boritiar & v the ehject of tho
Bill is not to allow the number of Indiansin the <whuy to Increase. Thio * de-
sire is to replace those who can no longer bear the yoke of indenture by
fresh importation, and to force the former back to India. Thus your Menio-

rialists humbly submit that  the last state will be worse than the first. For

while the nun:
ot is concerned, will remain the same, those who would return against their

ber of Indians in the overcrowded districts, so far as Natal as an

outl
will, cannot bat Le a source of additional anxiety and trouble, because they be-
ing without aay prospeet of work or any capital to maintain them, may haveto
e public expense.
that it presupposes a state of  things which will never happen, that is to say,
the Indians will gladly pay he annual tax.  Your Memorialists) however, beg

to puint out that suc

be maintained at t It may be said in reply to this objection

] noan aroument, if alvanced, would really go to prove
lear Z

that the
they veill

Clauss about re-indenture and tax are absolutely useless, in <o far as
PR rAAC PALREE NS
not pruducc the desived cifeet. Ithaswever been contended that the

I nee itis generally  admitted? ~

*
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object is to raise any revenue.

33. Your Mcemorialists therefore subiuit that if the Colony cannot put
up with the Indians, the only course, tn your Momorialists humble opiaion, is
; Your

Lo,
Gl g

to stop all future imimigration to Natal. at any rate for the e
Memorialists beg respectfully, but emphatically, to protest aguiest an arrange-
ment that gives all the benefit to one party only, and that indeed she least
need of it. Such stopping of immigration will not, your Memorialists submit,
materially affect the congested parts of Inaia

34, Your Memorialists have so far discussed both the indenture and.
the license clauses together. As to the latter, your memorialists beg to draw:
your attention to the fact that even in the Transvael—a foreign state—the.
Government have not ventured to levy an annual tax on the Indians who go.
there of their own accord and on their own wmeans. There is only a license ot
£3 10s. to be taken out once for all. And this too has, your memorialists un~
derstand, among other things formed the subject of a meworial to her Majesty's.
Government. Moreover, the license in this case isan anpual tax in its most.
obnoxious form., This tax has to be paid whether the unfortunate vietim has:
the means or not. When a member, during the discussion, asked how the tax
will be collected, if any Indian objected to or did not pay it the Hon. Attorney
General remarked that there would, always be found sufficient in the defanult
ing Indian’s house to attach under a summary process:

Lastly, your memorialists submit that the introduction of the licenso.

clause goes beyond the limits laid down by the Viceroy's Dispatch referred to

sbove.
In conclusion, your memorialists most earnestly pray and confidently

[ ]

hope that Her Majesty's Government will come  to the condiusion that the
clauses discussed herein are manifestly unjust, and will theretore be pleazed w.
disallow the Indian Lmmigration Amendment Bil) referred to abuve, vr grane

auch other relief as may wmeet the ends of justice.
And for this act of justice and mercy your wemorialists; as in duty

bound, shall for ever pray &c., &c.



APPENDIX A:
To—

The Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative
Assembly of the Colony of Natal.
The Petition of the undersigned Indians,
residing in the Colony of Natal,
Duwbiy Shewth

That your DPetitioners, as representing the Indians in this Colonys
hereby respectfully approzca your Honourable Assembly with regard to the
Indian Immigration Law Amendment Bill now before you for consideration.

Your Petitioners respectfully submit that so much of the Bill which
provides for reindenture, and imposition of a tax in default of re-indenture, is
manifestly unjust, entirely uncalled for; and in direct opposition to the funda-
wentl principles upon which the British Constitution is based.

That the Bill is manifestly unjust it does not need, your Petitioners
submit, many words to prove. To raise the maximum term of indenture from
five years to an indefinte peried is in itself unjust, because it puts in the way
of the masters of the indentured Indians greater temptations to cppression
or harshness. No matter how humane the masters may be in the Colony, they
will always remain human. And your Petitioners need hardly point out what
human nature is when selfish considerations guide one’s actions. Moreover the
Bill, your Petitioners venture to say, is an absolutely one-sided arrangement
for while it shows every consideration to the employer 1t gives practica“y
nothing in return fo the employe. |

The Billis, your Petitioners submit, uncalled for, because no reasons
exist for itsintroduction. It is not meant to help the Colony out of a pecuniary
crash or help forward any industry. On the other hand, it was because it was
recognised that the industries for which the Indian labour was specially requir-
ed, no longer required, any extraordinary aid that the £ 10,000 vote was abo-
lished only last year. It is, then, evident that there is no real need for such
legislation.

To show that the Bill is in direct opposition to the fundamental princi-
ples of the British Constitution, your petitiéners humbly refer your honourable
Assembly to the whole course of the great events dﬁring the last century in
which Britain has played a prominent part. Forced labour, from the grossest
form of slavery to the mildest form of Veth, has always been repugnant to the
British traditions, and has everywhere, so far as ‘practical, been abolished,
Indentured labour existsin Assam as it does in this Colony. It was only a short

time ago when it was admitted by Her Majesty’s Government, in reference ¢
JOsY, o
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such labour in that country, that the indentured laboyr was an evil to
! o be coun

tenanced only as long as it was absohltcly necessary to support or p ¢
9 romo ¢ an

Important industry, and to be removed oy the first suitable Opportunity, Y
> : unity, Your

petitioners respectfully submit that the Bill under consideration violates ¢]
Violates the

above principle.

If the proposed extension of the torm of indenture js thus (vo titi
) 15 3 (your petiti-

oners hope they have shown to your honoural,e Assemb]y’s satisfaction) uniyst
Sa Ll 2L1on unJUS

' : - e British Constity.-
tion, the proposed imposition of a tax jg more so. It has lone 1, ot
>long

uncalled for, and npposed to the fundamenta) principles of ¢}

een acknowle] ged

as an axiomatic truth that taxation is meant only for the
€ purposes of rovenye,

It will not a moment be said, your petitiorers humbly think, that ¢}
< ¢ proposed

tax is meant for any such purpose. The proposed taxation i avowed]
: E vedly meant

to drive the Indian out of the Colony after he hag finished his ;
It will, therefore, be a prohibitive tax, and conflic © indenture
Trade.

It will, mereover, mflict, your petitioners foqr an u
"ar, nwarr

t with the principles of Froo

‘ seon anted :
on th nturca in: aas, beoquse 1 vern,
e indentured 1, breause for an mdenture] Indian w] ) )

’ . ; ' 10 has sever
all connection with India anc onie down to the Colony tth hi oo

WILh his family ¢

Yy to oo
x,npossibility. Your

n e.\'p’rienc

v ' ] < C that asa r

1t 13 (m] thOSC Indxang who cannot ﬁnd \\-()!‘1{ to k(lcp ] ] " Iu}e
y 2 DO

back and hope to earn a livelihood 18 almosi, ap utte
r

petitioners crave leave to mention from their ow

v ¥ and soyl ¢
, N ' . J 1 ogether
m India who come to the Colony under mdenture, Ty -

: . 1every fabrie of
Indian society is such that the Indian in the first place ¢ Yol the
: {CC does pot | i
cave his

13 hopoles% f :

. _ ’ ) 55 tor him t,

return to India and expect  to earn his bread, much less to mak
: nake

home, and when oice he isdriven to do f0, it

| . a fortune
It is an admitted fact that the Indian labour iy indispensille ¢ '
| ' ‘ S “Pensinie to the prog
prrity of the Colony. Tt vo, vour petitioners subuit that ¢he identure] | ; ’
r | : )  the red Indians
who so materially help forward the prosperity of the Colony ‘
. ; 3 ouy are entitled t,
better consideration.
It need hardly be mentiond thas the Biil i & picee of a class Jogi 1
| , ass legislation
and that it accentuates and cucours: + the prejuwiiee that exists g
o : ¢ T s

| ainst Indiag e
i the Colony, and thns would w.jen tho sulf between one class of Br't“ll
subjects and another. Your petitioners, taercfore, humbly pray that vourI 111-;1
nourable Assembly will come to the conelusion that portion of the Bivll which
eontemplates re-indenture and an m -sidon of a tax in defunlt of re-lndenture
15 not such as could be considerc ] fa-- wranly by vour honourable Assembly
¥,
aud for this act of justice and merey Yol petitioners shali for ever pray, &e. &ee
«Sume) ABDULLA HAJI ADAM.

and several others,

o

APPENDIX B.

To-—
The Honourable the President and Members of the Honour-

able the Legislative Council.
The Petition of the undersigned Indians,
residing as traders in the Colony of Natal.
Dumbly Shewelly :

That your petitioners, as representing the Indian community in the
Colony, venture herchy to petition your honourable Council with regard to
the Indian Immigration Law Amendment Bill, so far as it affects the present
term of indenture, and proposes a yearly license of £3 to be taken out by every

unmigrant wishing to stop in the Colony as a free  Indian, after finishing his

term of indenture.
Your petitioners respeeifully suhmit that both the clauses above referred
to are entirely unjust and unecalled for,

Your petitioners humbly draw the attention of this honourable Houso
to the following, from the report of the delegates, Messrs. Binns and Mason
who were commisstoned to o to Inddia ‘n conneection with this matter—

“So far no sccond term of indenture has been agreed to in the case
of any country to which coolies emmigrated, although the consent
of the Governnent of India had ﬁ'(zquent}y beon asked for; and
in no instanco hal the condition of compulsory return at the end
of the indentures been sanctioned.”

Thus the clauses in the Bill are a total departure, your petitioners submit
for the worse, from the practice prevalent throughout the British Colonies

Assuming that the average age of an indentured Indian at the time of
his entering into the contract of indenture is 25, under the clause which expects
the Indian to work for 10 years, the Lest pact of the life of the indentured
Indian would be simply spent away in a state of bondage.

For an Iudia to return to India after a continuous 10 years’ stay in
the Colony would be pure fatuity. All the old cords and ties will have been,
broken up. Such an Indian will be comparatively a stranger in his mother land
To find work in India would be almost impossible. The market is already

overcrowded, and he will not have amassed sufficient fortune to enable him to

live on the interest on his capital.
The total of the wages for 10 years would amount to £87. If the inden-

tured Indian saves £30, allowing only £37 for clothing and other expensos
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during the whole 10 years, that capital will not give him interest -« :Veient to
keep body and scul together. even ‘n a poor country like [ndia. Such an In-
dian, therafore, oven if he ventured to return to India, would be compelled to
return urder indenture, and thus his whole life would  be spen in bondage

Moreover, during the 10 years the indentured Indian would be entirely neglect-
ing his family, should he have any.  And a family man will not be able to cave
even £50.  Your petitioners know several instances of indenturcd Indians with
families hevirg soved nothing.

As to the 2nd Clause, about the £3 license, your petitioners submis
that it is calculated to create wide diseontent and oppression.  Why one class of
Her Majesty’s subjects, and this the most wseful to the Celony. should bo
singled out for such taxation, itisin the humble opiuion of your petitioners
difficult to understand.

Your petitioners most respectfully venture to submit that it is not in
accordance with the principles of simple justice and equity to make a man pay
heavily for being allowed to remain free in the Colony after he has already
lived under bondage for 10 years,

The fact that the clauses will apply only to those Indians who would
come to the Colony after the Bill has become law, and that they would know
the terms under which they may come, does not free the clauses from the ob-
jections sought to be raised against them. For both the contracting parties,
subniit, will not bave the same freedom of action. Apd Indian hard pressed by
pangs of poverty and finding it impossible to support his family, can scarcely
be called a free agent when he sigus the contract of indenture. Men have been
known to consent to do far worse things in order to be free from immediately
pressing difficultes.  Your petitioners, therefore, humbly hope and pray that
the clauses above referred to will not meet with the approval of this honourable
House, and for this act of justice and merey your petitioners shall for ever
pray, &e, &e,

(Signed) ABDULLA HAJI ADAM

and several other Indians,
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iid . PREFACE.

————

his pamphlet at the Madras
1 has neceqsitated the issue
3 a scene never to be for-

Tae rush for copies of t
Meeting in Pachaiyappa’s Hal
of the second edition. It wa
gotten.

The demandjproved two things—the importance of the

qnoation of the grievances of the British Indians in South
Africa, and the interest shown by the Indian Public in the
welfare of their countrymen beyond the waters.

It is to be hoped that the second edition will be dis-
posed of as so:)n as the first, showing the continuance of
the interest. Publicity is perhaps the chief remedy for the
grievances and the pamphlet is one of the means to that

end.
The appendix is an addition to the 1st edition and

js a part of the address read before the Madras Meeting,
being & reply to the Natal Agent-General’s statement to

Reuter.

The Natal Immigration Law Amendment Act refer-
red to in the pamphlet has unfortunately, for the poor
Iudisns in south Africa, received the Royal assent. It in
respectfully submitted that the question Tequires the
loest study by our public men and there should be no
rest till the act is repealed or State aided emigration to
ded. The Madras Meeting has passed a

Natal suspen :
Resolution requesting suspension of such emigration if the
al of the Act cannot be brought about.

repe
M. K. GANDHIL

Cavrcorra, lat Nov, 1896.
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GRIEVANCES OF THE BRITISIL INDTANS
IN SOUTH AFRICA.

Mg, PRESIDENT AND G ENTLEMEN,

I am to plead bofore you this ovening for the 1,00,000
British Indians in South Africa—the land of gold and the
seat of the late Jameson raid. This document will show
you that I have been doputed to do so by the signatories
to it who profess to represent the 1,00,000 Indians. A
large majority of this number are people from Madras
and Bengal. Apart therefore from the interest that you
would take in thom as Indians, you are specially interest-
ed in the matter.

South Africa may, for our Ppurposes, be divided into
the too self-governing British Colonics of Natal and the
Cape of Good Hope, the Crown Colony of Zululand, the
Transvaal or the South African Republic, the Orange Freo
State, the Chartered torritories aud the Portuguese terri-
tories comprising Delagoa Bay and Beira.

South Africa is indobted to the Colony of Natal
for the presence of the Indian population there. In the
year 1860, when, 1n the words of a member of the Natal Par-
liament, “the existence of the Colony hung in tho balance,”
the Colony of Natal introduced indentured Indians into
the Colony. Such immigration is regulated by law, is per-
missible ouly to @ fow favoured States, e-J- Mauritius, Fip,
Jamaica, Straits Settlements, Damarara and other States and
s allowed only from Madras and Calcutta. As aresult
of the immigration, n the words of another eminent
Natalian, Mr. Saunders : ¢ [ndiar immigration brought
prosperity, prices 1oso, people were no longer content to
grow or soll produce for a song, they could better” The
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sugar and tea industries as well as sanitation anl. ‘the
vegetable and fish supply of the Colony are absoluteh de-
pendent on the indentured Indians from Madras and Cal-
cutta. The presence of the indentured Indians about 16
years ago drew the free Indiams in the shape of traders
who first went there with a view to supply the wants
of thier own kith and kin; but afterwards found @
very valuable customer in the pative of South Africa
called Zulu or Kaftiv. These traders are chicfly drawu
from the Bombay Mewon Maliomedans and owing to
their less anfortunate position have formed themselves
into custodians of the interests of the whole Indian popu-
lation there.  Thus adversity and identity of interests have
anited in a compact body the Indians from the three Presi-
dencies and they take pride in calling themselves Indians
rather than Madrasecs or Bengalees or Gujaratees except
when it is nccessary to do so. That however by the way.

These Indians have now spread all over South Africa.
Natal which is governed by a Leyislative Assembly con-
sisting of 37 members elected by the voters, a Legislative
Council consisting of 11 members nominated by the
Governor who represents the Queen and a moveable
Ministry consisting of 5 members, contains a Kuropean
population of 50,000, a native population of 400,000 and an
Indian population of 51,000. Of the 51,000 Indians about
16,000 arc at present serving their indenture, 30,000 are
those that have completed their indenture and are now
variously engaged as domestic servants, gardeners, hawk-
ers and petty traders and about 5,000 are those who emi-
grated to the Colony on their own account and are either
traders, shop-keepers’ assistants or hawkers. A few are
also school-masters, interpreters and clerks.

The self-governing Colony of the Cape of Good Hope
has, T believe, an Tudian popnlation of ahout 10,000 consist-
ing of traders, hawkets and labourers.  Ttstotal popu]ation
is nearly 1,800,000 of whem uot more than 400,000 arc [iu-
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ropesgs: The rest are natives of the country and Malays.

&he South African Republic or the Transvaal which
is governed by two elective Chambers cal?ed the Vf)l—
ksraad and an Exccutive with the President at 1ts8
head has an Indian population of about 5,000 of
whom abont 900 ave traders with liquidated assets
amounting to nearly £100,000. The rest are hawkers and
waiters or household servants, the latter being men from
this Presidency. Its white population %s estimated ab
roughly ! ,20,000 and the ‘Kafﬁr. population ab 1"0ughly
6,50,000. MThis Republic 18 sub:]ecb to the (%ueens suze-
rainty. And there is 2 (onvention between (n'eab.Bmtam
aud the Re public which secures the property; tradmg‘ and
farming rights of all persons othor than n.-tives of South

Africa in comuon with the citizens of the Republic.

The other States have no Indian population to speak
§ the gricvances and disabilities except the
rritories which contain a very large Indian
d which do not give any trouble to the

of, because 0
Portuguese te
popu.lation an
Indians. .

The grievances of the Indians in Soutl} Afrlc'a, are tfvo-
fold, i. e., those that are due to the pop'ulmj }11.—feel}11g againsb
the Indiaus and, ondly, the logal disabilities pluccd upon

them.

To deal with the first, the Indian is the mo.s't,.hat.ed be_-
ing in South Africa. lKvery %ndlm} vlthout dlStlll?th“ u’i
contemptuously called a ‘coolic’. He1s also called ‘Sammy
‘Ram sammy,’ anything but ‘indian.” Indian school-masters
are called ¢ coolie school-masters.’ Indian store-kecpers,
are ¢coolie storo-keepers. Two Indian gtenﬂemetn from
Bombay, Messvs. Dada Abdullaand M 008 ‘H'n‘]ee Cassim, own
steamers. Pheir, steamers are ¢ cgolio ships” There 1s a
very respectablc firm of Madras traders b'y name, A.
(olandavelloo pillay, & Co. They have built a large
block of buildings in Durban, these buildings are called
s ecoolie stores’ and the owners ave < coolic owners.’ And

Ao
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I can assure you, gentlemen, that there is as much Qiffer-
euce between the partners of that firm and a ¢geolie’
a8 there is between any one in this hall and a coolie. The
railway and tram officials in spite of the contradiction that
has appeared in official quarters which | am going to deal
with presently, I vepeat, treat us as beasts. We cannot
safely walk on the foot-paths. A Madrassee gentleman,
spotlessly dres-ed always, avoids the foot paths of promi-
nent streets in Durban for fear he should be insulted
or pushed off. We are the ‘Asian dirt’ to be ¢ heartily
cursed,” we are ¢ chokeful of vice’ ¢ and we live upon rice,’
we are  stinking coolies’ living on * the smell of an oileds
rag,” we are ‘ the black vermin; we are described in the
Statute Books as “semi-barbarous Asiatics or persons
belonging to the uncivilized races of Asia” *We
breed like rabbits” and a gentleman at a meeting lately
keld in Durban said he ¢ was sorry we could not be shot like
them.” There are coaches running between certain places
in the Transvaal. We may not sit inside them. It isa sore
trial apart from the indignity it involves and contemplates
to have to sit outside them either in deadly winter mornings,
for the winter is severe in the Transvaal or under a burning
sun though we are Indians. The hotels refuse us admission.
Indeed there are cases in which respectable Indians have
found difficulty even to procure refreshments at Buropean
places. Tt was only a short time ago that a gang of Europeans

set fire to the Indian stores in a village, called Dundee, in

Natal, doing some damage, and another gang threw burn-
ing crackers into the Indian stores in a business street 1n
Daurban.

This feeling of intense hatred has been reproduced
into legislation in the various States of South Africa res-
tricting the freedom of the Indians in many ways.

'To begin with, Natal, which is the most important from
an Indian point of view, has of late shown the greatest
activity in passing Indian legislation. Till 1894 the Indians

N /\v,;

2}
had“fen enjoying the franchise equally with the Euro-
peag>y under the general franchise law of the Colony
which entitles any adult male being a British subject
to be placed on the voters’ list who possesses immovesable
property worth £50 or pays an annual rent of £10. There
is a separate franchise qualification for the Zulu. In 1894
the Natal Legislature passed a Bill disfranchising Asiatics
by name. We resisted it in the local Parliament but
without any avail. We then memorialized the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies and as a result that
Bill was this year withdrawn and replaced by another
which, though not quite so bad as the first one, is bad
enough. It says that ronatives of countries (not being of
European origin), which have not hitherto possessed elec-
tive representative institutions founded on the Parliament-
ary Franchise shall be placed on the voters’ roll unless
they shall first obtain an exemption from the Governor-
in-Council. This Bill excepts from its operation those
whose names are already rightly contained in any voters'
list. Before being introduced it was submitted to Mr.
Chamberlain who has approved of it. We have op.
posed it on the ground that we have such institutions in
India, and that therefore the Bill will fail in its object if
it is to disfranchise the Asiatics and that therefore also it
is a harassing piece of legislation and is calculated to in-
volve us in endless litigation and expense. This is
admitted on all hands. The very members who voted for
it thought likewise. The Natal Government organ says in
effect:  We know India has such institutions and therefore
the Bill will not apply to the Indians. But we can have
that Bill or none. If it disfranchises Indians nothing can
be better. If it does not, then too, we have nothing to fear,
for the Indian can never gain political supremacy and if
necessary wo can soon impose an educational test or T‘a-,ise
the property qualification which, while disfranchising
Indians wholesale, will not debar a single European {rom
voting.” Thus the Natal legislature is playing a game of

\J/
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“tossup” at the Tndinn’s expense. W

sy b o se. carea fit subj@ for

yivisect t;xl:l:lxifletc Natal Pasteur’s deadly sczﬂ‘;‘&and

o a l)usteurli;l.c: betfvcen the Paris Pasteur and

et Jusess l(;..,\f]llle the former indolged in
¢ object of benetiting humanity, the

latter 1 :
¢ s been indulging in i
ulging in it f
§ or ‘
out of sheer wantonness the sake of amusement

The obje .
and s )']‘.1 ~:‘b Oi this measnre is not political. It is purel
' to . . ) "
menber Lfythx \'( egrade the Indiavs, in the words of .:
mbe 0t . . :
NP 'tb{) atal Parliament “to make the Indi n’s 1if
omforta i : . - s e
the words of ale ;n his native land than in Natal,” in
e 1t:nb ier cminent Natalian to keep lli;n for
fact that 1tL}l)l(()°; ‘:Oold and drawer of water.” The very
i resent there ¢ - .
nearly 10,000 Euro reve are only 250 Indians as against
of the India t opean voters shows that there is no fear
lan vote swampin ! "
. . g the BEuropean. This 1

;s. now engaging Mr. ChambBerlain’s ﬂtzelit'. 1]1‘11.\ (uestion
istory of ion, For a fuller
Pa,nlp‘l}zlet t’jlllc question I must refer you to the Gireen
borted u; . 1e London Times which has uniformly sup-
our troubles, dealing with the franchise
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oy sublects. b Y ou ! be as wrong for the Government
s e y ;Lrlest:, Lh(.} development of Natal b
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oty e },, 1t of citizenship to British Imdi

_ , by years of thrift and good work in tzz
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«¢ legislation and
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cessarily imvolves. We are
pposing the Bill, we are
lLave been enjoying.

the Begradation which it ne
fightieeg for mo newW privilege n 0
resisting the deprivation of oné we

Tn strict accordance with the policy of degrading

1 of a raw kaffir and in the words of

the Indian to the leve
the Attorney-General of Natal ¢ that of preventing him

#rom forming part of the fature South African nation that
is going to be built,” the Natal Government last year ntro-
duced their Bill to amend the Indian Immigration Law
which I regret to inform you has received the Royal sanc-
tion in spite of our hopes to the contrary. This news was
received after the Bombay meeting, and it will therrfore
be necessary for me to deal with this question at some
length, also because this question more immediately ailects
this Presidency and can be best studied here.
Up to the 18th day of August 1894, the indefitared
ander a contract of service for five
ation for a free passage to Natal, free
Leir families and

immigrants went
years in consider:
board and lodging for themsélves and t
wages »t the rate of ten shillings per month for the first
year to be increased by one shilling every following year.
They were also entitled to a free passage back to India
if they remained in the Colony another five years as free
labourers. This is now .changed, and in future the Im-
migrants will have either to remain in the Colony for ever
under indenture, their wages increasing to 20 shillings at the
end of the Oth year. of indentured service or to return to
1ndia or to pay a1 annual poll-tax of £ 3 sterling equivalent
to nearly half a year’s earnings on the indenture scale.
onsisting of two members was sent
to India in 1893 by the Natal Government to induce
the Indian Government to agree to the above alterations
with the exception of the imposition of the poll-tax. The
resent Viceroy while expressing his reluctance agreed to
the alteration subject to the sanction of the Home Govern-
ment, refusing to allow the Natal Government to make

A Commission ¢
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the breach of the clause about compulsory return a e pinal
offence. The Natal Government have got over the‘flifﬁ'
culty by the poll-tax clause. The Attorney-General in
discussing that clause said that while an Indian could not
be sent to gaol for refusing to return to India or to pay
the tax, so long s there was anything worth having in his
hut it will be liable to seizure! We strongly opposed that

Bill in the local Parliament and failing there sent a memorial ”

to Mr. Chamberlain praying cither that the Bill should be
disallowed or emigration to Natal should be suspended.

The above proposal was mooted 10 years ago and it was
vehemently opposed by the most eminent colonists in Natal.
A Commission was then appointed to inquire into various
matters concerning Indians in Natal. One of the Commis-
sioners, Mr. Saunders, says in his additional report:—

“ Though the Commission has made no recommenda-
tion on the subject of passing a law to force Indians back
to India at the expiration of their term of service unless
they renew their indentures, I wish to express my strong
condemnpation of any such idea, and I feel convinced that
many, who now advocate the plan, when they realise what
it means, will reject it as energetically as I do. Stop
Indian immigration and face results, but don’t try to do
what I can show is a great wrong.

“What is it but taking the best of our servants (the
good as well as the bad), and then refusing them the en-
joyment of the reward! Forcing them back (if we could,
but we cannot) when their best days have been spent for
our benefit. Whereto? Why back to face & prospect of
starvation from which they sought to escape when thoy
were young. Shylock-like, taking the pound of flesh, and
Shylock-like we may rely on it meeting Shylock’s reward.

“The Colony can stop Indian immigration, and that
I’ﬁljh&ps far more easily and permanently than some ¢ popu-
larity scekers’ would desive. But force men off at the end

—
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of they> service, this the Colony cannot do.
on itypot to discredit a fair name by trying.”

The Attorney-General of Natal who introduced the
the Bill under discussion expressed the following views
while giving his evidence before the Commission :—

And I urge

« With reference to time-expired Indians, I do not
shink that it ought to be compulsory on any man'to go to any
part of the world save for a crime for which he is trans<

‘ported; I hear a great deal of this question ; I have been

asked again and again to take a different view, but I have
not been able to do it. A man is brought here, in theory
with hig own consent, in practice very often without hvs consent,
he gives the best five years of his life, he forms new ties, for-
geots the old ones, perhaps establishes a home here, and he
cannot, according to my view of right and wrong, be sent back.
Better by far to stop the further introduction of Indians
altogether than to take what work you can out of them
and order them away. The Colony, or part of the Colony,
geems to want Indians but also wishes to avoid the conse-
quences of Indian immigration. The Indian people do no
harm as far as I know ; in certain respects they do & great
deal of good. I have never heard a reason to justify the
extradition of a man who has behaved well for five years.”

And Mr. Binng who came to India as one of the Natal
Commissioners to induce the Indian Government to agree
to the above mentioned alterations gave the following ovi-,
dence hefore the Commission ten years ago :—

«] think the idea which has been mooted, that all In-
dians should be compelled to return to India at the end of
their term of indenture, is most unfair to the Indian popu-
lation, and would never be sauctioned by the Indian Gov-
ernment. In my opinion the free Indian population is &
most useful section of the community.”

But then great men may change their views as often
and as quickly as they may change their clothes with im-
punity and even to advantage. In them, they say, such

v
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changes are a result of sincere conviction. It is a %Hou-
sand pities however that unfortunately for the poor iwfen-
tured Indians his fear or rather the expectation that the
Indian Government will never sanction the change was
not realized. |

The London Star thus gave vent to its feelings on
reading the Bill :—

“These particulars are enough to throw light upon the
hateful persecution to which British Indian subjects are
being subjected. The new Indian Immigration Law Am-
endment Bill, which virtually proposes to reduace Indians
to a state of slavery, is another example. The thing is &
monstrous wrong, an insult to British subjects, a disgrace
to its authors, and a slight upon ourselves. Every English-
man is concerned to see that the commercial greed of the
South African trader is not permitted to wreak such bitter
injustice upon men who, alike by proclamation and by
statute, are placed upon an equality with ourselves before
the Law.”

The London Times, also in supporting our prayer,
has. compared the State of perpetual indenture to & “ Btate
perilously near to slavery.” It says:— |

“The Government of India has one simple remedy.
It can suspend indentured immigration to South Africa as
it has suspended such immigration to foreign possessions
until it obtains the necessary guarantees for the present
well-being and the future status of the immigrants.
Itis eminently a case for sensible and conciliatory action
on both sides. But the Indian Government may
bt? forced to adopt wmeasures in coonection with the
wxdfar claim now being urged by every section of the
Indian community and which has been explicitly ac-
koowledged by Her Majesty’s Government at home—
namely, the claim of the Indian races to trade and to
labour with the full status of British subjects throughout
the British Empire and in allied States.”

v
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The letters from Natal informing me of the royal sanc-
tioa(tp this Bill ask me to request the Indian public to help
us to get emigration suspended. I am well aware that
the idea of suspending emigration requires careful consi-
deration. I humbly think that there is no other conclusion
possible in the interests of the Indians, at large. Emigration
is supposed to relieve the congested districts and to benefit
those who emigrate. If the Indians, instead of paying the
poll-tax, return to India, the congestion cannot be affected
at all. And the return Indians will rather be a source of
difficulty than anything else as they must necessarily find
it difficult to get work and cannot be expected to bring suffi-
cient to live upon the interest of their capital. It certain-
ly will not benefit the emigrants as they will never if the
Government can possibly help it, be allowed to rise higher
than the status of labourers. The fact is that they are
being helped on to degradation. Under such circumstances
I humbly ask you to support our prayer to suspend emigra-
tion to Natal unless the new law can be altered or repealed.

You will naturally be anxious to know the treatment
of the Indians while under indenture. Of course, that life
cannot be bright under any circumstances; butI do not
think their 1ot is worse than the lot of the Indians similarly
placed in other parts of the world. At the same time they
t00 certainly come in for a share of.the tremendous colour
prejudice. I can only briefly allude to the matter here
and refer the curious to the green pamphlet wherein it
has been more fully discussed. There isa sad mortality
from suicides on certain estates in Natal. It is very difficult
for an indentured Indian to have his services transferred
on the ground of ill treatment. An indentnured Indian after
he becomes free is given a free pass. This he has to show
whenever asked to doso. It is meant to detect desertion
by the indentured Indians. The working of this system is a
source of much irritation to poor free Indians and often
puts respectable Indians in a very unpleasant position.
"This law really would not give any trouble but for the un-

N
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reasonable prejudice. A sympathetic Protector of #mi-
grant§, preferably an Indiau gentleman of high standinggand
know'mg the Tamil, Telugu and Hindustani lan guages, would
c.ertamly mitigate the usual hardships of the inde,ntured
life. An Indian immigrant who loses his free pass is as a
rule called upon to pay three pounds sterling for a dupli-
cate copy. This is nothing but a system of black-mail.

The nine o’clock rale in Nutal which makes it necessary
for every Indian to carry a pass if he wants to be out after
9P.M., at the pain of being locked up in adungeon causes much
heart-burning especiallyamong the gentlemen from thisPresi-
dency. Youwill bepleased to hear that children of many in-
dentured Indians receive a pretty good education; and there
wear as a rule the European dress. They are a most sensitive
c}ass and yet unfortunately most liable to arrest under the 9
o'clock rule. The European dress for an Indian is no
recommendation in Natal, it is rather the reverse. For the
flowing robe of the Memon frees the wearer from such
molestation. A happy incident described in the green
pam-phlet led the Police in Durban some years ago to free
Indians thus dressed from liability to arrest after 9 p. w.
A T'amil school-mistress, a Tamil Schoolmaster and a
Tamil ~unday schocl-teaclier were only a few months ago
?.rre_sted and locked up under this law. They all got
]tlstxce in the law courts but that was s poor cousola-
‘txon. The result however was that the Corporations
m Natal are clamouring for an alteration in the law
80 th:t it might be impossible for such Indians to get off
scot-free in the law courts.

. There is a bye-law in Durban which requires registra-
.txon of coloured servants. This rule may be and perhaps
1s.necessary for the Kaffirs who would not work, but abso-
!ntely useless with regard to the Indiars. But the policy
18 to class the Indian with the Kaffir whenever possible.

This does not complete the list of grievances in Natal.
I must beg to refer the curious to the green pamphlet for
farther information. |

" complaints.
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#nt, gentlemen, you have been told lately by the
Natal Agent-General that the Indians are powhere better
treated than in Natal ; that the fact that a majority of the
indentured labourers do not avail themselves of the return
passage is the best answer to my pamphlet ; and that the
railway and tram-car officials do not treat the Indians as
beasts nor do the law courts deny them justice.

With the greatest deference to the Agent-General, all
Ican say as to the first statement is that he must have
very queer notions of good treatment if to be locked
up for being out after 9 p. M. without a pass, to be
denied the mest elementary right of citizenship in a
fred country, to be denied a higher status than that of
bondman and at best a free labourer and to be sub-
jected to other restrictions referred to above are in-
stances of good treatment. And if such treatment is
the best the Indians receive thronghout the world, then the
lot of the Indians in other parts of the world and here

-must be very miserable indeed, according to the common-

sonse view. The thing is that Mr. Walter Peace, the
Agent-Genersl, is made to look through the official spectacles
and to him every thing official is bound to appear rosy.
The legal disabilities are condemnatory of the action
of the Natal Government, and how can the Agent-General
be expected to condemn himself ? If he or the Government
which he represents only admitted that the legal disabi-
lities mentioned above were sgainst the fundamental
principles of the British Constitution, I should not stand
before you this evening. I respectfully submit that state-
ments of opinions made by the Agent-General cannot be al-
lowed to have greater weight than those of an accused per-
son about his own guilt. |

The fact is that the indentured Indians as a rule do not
avail themselves of the return passage we do not dispute,
but we certainly dispute that it is the best answer to our
How can that fact disprove the existence of

the legal disabilities 7 It may prove that the Indians who
N1
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dq not take advantege of the return passage cithergglo not
mind the disabilities or remain in the Colony in spite of
such disabilities. If the former be the case, it is the duty
of those who know better to make the Indians realize
their situation and to enable them to see that submission
to them means degradation. If the latter be the case it
18 f)ne more instance of the patience and the forbearing
spirit of the Indian nation which was aclnowledged by
Mr. Chamberlain in his despatch in connection with the
Transvaal arbitration. Because they bear them is no
reason why the disabilities should not be removed
or why they should be interpreted into meaning the best

treatment possible. &

' Moreover, who are these people who instead of return-
ing to India settle in the Colony? They are the Indians
drawn from the poorest classes and from the most thickly
populated districts, possibly living in a state of semi-star-
vation in India. They migrated to Natal with - their
families, if any, with the intention of settling there if possi-
ble. Is it any wonder if these people, after the expiry of
their indenture, instead of returning ‘to face semi-starva-
tion,” as Mr. Saunders has put it, settle in a country where
the climate is magniticent and where they may earn’a
decent living ? A starving man generally would stand any
amount of rough treatment to get a crumb of bread.

- Do not the Uitlanders make out a terribly long list of
grievances in the Transvaal? And yet do they not flock
to the Transvaal in thousands in spite of the ill-treatment
they receive there because they can earn their bread
in the Transvaal more easily than in the old country ?

This, too, should be borne in mind that in making his
statement Mr. Peace has not taken into account the free
Indian trader who goes to the colony on his own account
and who feels most the indignities and disabilities. If it
does not do to tell the Uitlander that he may not go to
the Transvaal if he cannot bear the ill-treatment, much

\\v
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loss vﬂ it do to tell soto the enterprizing Indian. We
beloi& o' the Imperial family and are children adopted, it
may be, of the same august mother, bhaving the same
rights and privileges guaranteed to us as. to the European
children, It was in that belief that we went to the Colony
of Natal and we trust that our beliof was well-founded.

The Agent-General has contradicted the statement
pamphlet that the railway and tram-car oflicials
Even if the statements I have
made were incorrect, that would not disprove the lega!
disabilities which and which alone have been made the sub-
ject of memorials and to remove which we invoke the direct
intervention of the Home and the Tndian Governments.
But I venture to say that the Agent-General has been
misinformed and beg to repeat that the Indians are treated
as beasts by the railway and the tram-car officials. That
statement- was made now nearly ‘two years ago in quarters
where it could have been contradicted at once. I had the
honour to address an ¢ open letter’ to the members of the
Local Parliament in Natal. It was widely circulated in
the Colony and noticed by almost every leading news-
paper in South Africa. No one contradicted it then. It
was even admitted by some newspapers. Under such cir-
cumstances, I ventured to quote it in my pamphlet pub-
lished here. I am not given to exaggerate matters and
it is very unpleasant to me to have to cite testimony in my
own favour, but since an attempt has been made to discredit
my statements and thereby the cause I am advocating, I
feel it to be my duty for the sake of the cause to tell you
what the papers in South Africa thought about the ‘open
letter’ in which the statement was made.

" The Star, the leading newspaper in Johannesburg,
says. '

«Mr. Gandhi writes foreibly, moderately and well. He

has himself suffered some slight measure of injustice since
he came into the Colony, but that fact does not scem to

made in the
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have coloured his sentiment, and it must be confessed-that
to the tone of the open letter no objection can redsggably
be taken. Mr. Gandhi discusses the questions he has reised
with conspicuous moderation.” :

The Natal Mercury, the Government organ in Natal,
Bays :

« Mr. Gandhi writes with c:lmness and moderation.

He is as impartial as any one could expect him to be and

probably a little more so than might have been expected,
considering that he did not receive very just treatment &b
the hands of the Law Society when he first came to the
Colony.” Had I made unfounded statements the news-
papers would not have given such a certificate to the ““ open
letter.”

An Indian, about two years ago, took out a second class
ticket on the Natal railway. In a single pight journey
he was thrice disturbed and was twice made to change
compartments to please European passengers. The case
came before the Court and the Indian got £10 damages.
The following is the plaintiff’s evidence in the case:—

« Deponent got into & second class carriage in the train
leaving Charlestown at 1-30 p M. Three other In-iians were
in the same compartment but they got out ab New Castle.
A white mun opened the door of the compartment and beck-
oned to witness saying “ come out Sammy”. Plaintiff,
asked “why” and the white man replied ¢ Never mind,
come out, I want to place some one here”. Witnesssaid “ why
should I come out from here when 1 have paid my fare...”
The white man then left and brought an Indian who, wit-
ness believed, was in the employ of the railway. The
Indian was told to tell plaintiff to get out of the carriage.
‘Phereupon the Indian said “ the white man orders you to
come out and you must come out.”” The Indian then left.
Witness said to the white man, « what do you want to shift
me about for. T have paid my fare and have a right to
remain here.” The white man became angry at this and
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said, ‘““yell, if you don’t come out I will knock hell out of
you.”’vThe white man got into the carriage and laid
hold of the witness by the arm and tried to pull him out.
Plaintiff said © Let me alone and I will come out.” The wit-
ness left the carriage and the white man pointed out ano-
ther second-class compartment and told him to go there.
Plaintiff did «s he was directed ; the compartment he was
ghown into was empty. He believed some people who were
playing a band were put into the carriage from which he
was expelled. This white man was the District Superintend-
ont of Railways at Newcastle. To proceed « witness travel-
led nndisturbed to Maritzberg. He fell asleep and when he
awoke at Maritzberg he found a white man, a white woman
and a child in the compartment with him, A white
man came up to the carriage and said, ¢ Is that your boy,
apeaking to the white man in the compartment.” Witness's
follow-traveller replied “yes,” pointing to his little boy.
The other*white man then ssid, ¢ No, I don’t mean
him. I mean the damned coolie in the corner.” This
gentleman with the choice language was a railway official
being « shunter, the white man in the compartment re-
plied,” Oh never mind him, leave him alove.” Then the white
man outside (the official) said, “I am not going to allow
a coolie to be in the same compartment with white
people.” This man addressed Plaintiff saying ¢ fammy,
come out”. Plaintiff said, < why, 1 was removed at New-
castle to this compartment-” The white man said, “well,
you must come ou » and was about to enter the carriage.
Witness thinking he would be handled as at Newcastle said
he would go out and lef the compartment. The white
man pointed out another second-class compartment which
witness entered. This was empty for a time but before
leaving, & white man entered. Another white man, (the
official,) afterwards came up and said, “if you don’t like
to travel with that stinking coolie I will find you another
carriage.” (The Natal Advertiser 22ud November 1893,

Wednesday.)
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You will have noticed that the official at Maritthurg
maltreated the Indian passenger although his white ow-
passenger did not mind him. If this is not bestial treat-
ment, | should very much like to know what ie and such
occurrences take place often enough to be irritating.

It was found during the case that one of the witnesses
for the defendant was coached. In answer to a question
from the Bench whether the Indian passengers Were treated
with consideration the witness who was one of the officials
referred to replied in the affirmative. Thereupon the pre-
siding Magistrate who tried the case is reported to heve
said to the witness: “ Then you have a different opinion to
what I Lave and it is a curious thing that people who are
not connected with the railway observe more than you.”

The Natal Advertiser, a BEuropean daily in Durban,
made the following remarks on the case :—

«Tt was indisputable from the evidence® that the
Arab had been badly treated and seeing that second-cluss
tickets are issued to Indians of this description the plain-
tiff ought not to have been subjected to unnecessary annoy-
ance and indignity. . . . . Some definite measures
ghould be taken to minimise the danger of trouble
arising between European and coloured passengers
without rendering the carrying out of such measures an-
noying to any person whether black or white.”

In the courso of its remarks on the same caso the
Natal Mercury observed :—

«“ There is throughout South Africa a tendency to
treat all Indians as coolies pure and simple 1o natter
whether they be educated and cleanly in their habits or
not............ On our railways we have noticed on more than
one occasion that colourel passengers are not by any means
treated with civility, and although it would be unreasonable
to expect that the white employees of the N. G. R. should
treat them with the same deference as is «ccorded to
European passengers, still wo think it would not be in any
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way dprogatory to their dignity if the officials were &

little.qaore Suavitor i modo when dealing with coloured

travellers” (24-11-93,)

The Cape Times, @ leading newspaper
Africa, says:i—

« Natal presents the curious spectacle of a counltrya
entertaining @ gupreme chtempt »for .the. very c:) Z;es
of people she can least do w1tho§1t. l.magmatl::)ln‘ can‘t bly
picture the commercial pamlysys. which Wot}l inevi ihyt
attend the withdrawal of the Indian populatl.on frorfn a
Colony. And yeb the Indian is the most desp.lse:d ;)1 crea-
tures, he may not ride in the brgm-cars nor sib 1% the same
compartment of a railway carriage with the ‘11ro(11)ea'nsd,.
Hotel keepers refuge him food or ’shelter and he is denie
the privilege of the public bath 1 (5-7-91).

in South

an, Mr. Drum-

Jere i8 t inion of an Anglo-Indi :
Hore o b in the Indians 1n

ho is intimately connected Wwith
lll‘}zltla(j{l, WHe gays, Writing to the Natal Mercury :—

« The majority of the people hel'f? seem to forget'; that -
they are British subjects that their Mahz.xranee;l 18 ti)lur
Queen and for that reason alone one Would think .t’at they
d the opprobrious term of ¢ coolie’ as 1t i
ndia it is only the lower class of white
a ‘migger and treats him as if he

might be spare
here applied. Inl

ative
men who calls a : ' o ‘ 0
ere unworthy of any consideration OF respect. ~In their
wer

s in the eyes of many in this Colony, he i's treated
A heavy burden or @ mechanical machine.
1t is a common thing and & lamentable thing tci heelu' dt:he
ignorant and the unen]ightened speak of (; 1e‘ n tl.an
generally as the scum of the earth, ete. It 1s er;x ecia 1:3
from the white man and not appreciation that they get.

1 think 1 have adduced gufficient outside testimony to
1t that the railway officials treat

either as @

DHstantiate MY statemer . :
?1116 [ndians 8 bensts. On the tram-c T8 the Indians are

often not allowed to sit inside but are sent ¢ upstairs’ 8s the
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Phl‘ase goes Tl
e ey are ofte
seat to anoth often made to r
benches. I kuer or prevented from lt::ove 'frxfone
man, dressed ?W an Indian officer. = f;lpy'lng ont
n the latest Europeq’n st lbuml hgentle-
s yle who wea8

made to sta
(ﬂd
was accommod on the tram-car board
odation available for hi rd although there
im.

Quoting statisti
atistics t
Community i R O prove the pr L - .
¥ 18 quite unnecessary. II)t Oizprfctét{] o n(lileﬂllndxzn
enie at the

Indians wh
o go to Natul .
of the persecution. sl do earn a living »od that in spite

As to the
statem
the law co v ent that the Indi T
aid they

do not n
X or am | prepa .
times »nd in all courtg red to admit that tiey get i af all

In the Tra
d nSVaal we ‘
miy uot trad > cannot own landed
which are desc:ibzg bresxde except in speciﬁféoa)erty-, e
pOSit the refuse ¢ y the British Agent “ ygpl ocut10D8,
the polluted s eka th'c town without n wp aces to de-
» nd the town ”?Vi; age in the gully betw eZn :;91‘1 exc?pt
in Johannesbur e‘ may not as of right walk on th ef ocation
r.¥. We may ngt :nd Pretoria, we may not b ¢ footpathe
from travelling 1:: ‘;il;v i(tlhout passes. The la:v(;)l:aw:ef t:r y
required to pa ud class on the rai nts us
y a special regi on the railways. We ar
us to settle in th registration f are
e Transvaal, ee of £3 to enabl
mere ‘chattels’ ) aa.l, and though e
called upon toaij 1(118Ve no privileges gl o are treated as
Chamberlain disregn'a:x{ ct‘})lmpulmw military s:-:i': m-?}}’e
dressed to hi ds the memori . 6,1 r.
. im on the subj rial which we have ad
as it affocts the Indians i ject. The history of e ad-
and I am only s:dlans in the Transvaal )i,s v::le .Whole c'asf,
with it now. 1 n::y that for want of time Iy interesting
green pamphlet Iﬁuﬁ? \:ever beg you to studyc?: Ifl::md:}?l
imin: : st not : . e
criminal for an Indian to buy n::llt to hxlnentxon that it is
1ve go .

. g © Stat h e Br 1 Sh l][(l an
; o . made “ th it 1
W e ) l‘"

as g chief orgs
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n puts it It has passed » special 1aw
reveuted from trading, farming oF owiing

1 we submit to these
llowed to reside aiter
‘We were

wheggeby we #reP
property under any circumstances.

degrading conditions we may be a
:n humiliating ceremonies.

passing through certain
driven out from the State and our stores were closed caus-
9.000. And this grievance remains

ing to us & loss of £9,
absolutely without redress.
The Cape Parliament has passed @ pill granting
the East London Municipality it that Colony the power
to frsme bye-laws prohibiting Indians from walking on
the footpaths and making them live in locations. It has
issued instructions 0 the authorities of Hast Griquinlan(l
pot to issue any trading licenses to the Indians. The Cape
Government are in communication with the Home Gov-
ernment with a view 0 induce them to ganction Jegislation
restricting the inflax of the Asiatics.
The people 1o the Chartered territories are ende
ing to close the country against the Asiatic trader.
In Zululand, & Crown Colony, W€ cannot own or acquire
Janded property in the townships of Eshowe and Nondweni.
This question isn Mr. Chartoberlain for consider-
ation. AS in the Transvaal there also 1t is criminal for an

Indian to buy native gold.
Thus We :T€ hemmed in 0B all sides by restrictions-
And if pothing further were to be done here and in Englend

ar bebalf, it is merely & question of time when the res-
South Africa will be

avour-

“bsolutely extinct.
1 is, as the London

on o
pectable India 10
Nor is this » merely local guestion.
Times puts ig, « that of the status of
outside B a7 “1f7 says the Thunderer, « they fail to secure
that position (ve. of equal gtatus) in South Afric-, it will
Yo difficult for them to attain it elsewhere.” 1 hsve no
australian Colo-

doubt you have resd in the papers that
dians from gettling

nies have passed legislation to prevent In
in that i)a.rt of the wor 1t will be i».teresting to know

how the Home Government deal with that question.
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T
Fhe re
al ranse
the wor . se of all this prejudi
e oF s prejudice may 1 rerdpd 1
Cupe Times "‘ luf(lmg organ in Sonth At? o, mame o
s, when it was S A
y under the editorship of the Pri
und ; rince
Do mesivion o 'uunmllsts, Mr. St. Leger. ‘It 1
of wno little hostili iese merchants which s ' od '?'
e the..)stlht'y. to this day. And it r o
souuhb' to i ﬂ‘.l position that their rival i tr ‘o have
. ! als 1
ict upon them through the nd'tmde e
medium of the

of South African

State what look
injustice fo: ’t‘]’l]:‘s;m th.e face of it something ver Jik
gan : “the injnsv‘ti)ccenteht of Sc]ff” Countinues theysa;n: ::
almost ashamed of ° fhe Indians is so glaring that one is
these men trea ed -xone s countrymes in wishing fo hav
B Su.ps natl'ves (.i.e, of South Africa) gim ‘19
they have boon rcess in trade. The very reas,on t}l)yt
" t;uccesnful against the dominant rac:;s
this was truo in i88;m above that degrading level.” If
doubly so now bec: , when the above was written . it 1
b phon:use the legislatures of South ,Afn'cl:
restricting the libl menal activity in passing m

erty of the Queen’s Indian sub.]'ectiasm.es

O her obj 1
jeetions alro h
th ave been
w :;P{ bat they will not bear scrutin " "’: to our presence
ith i a i
from :hme Green Pamphlet, [ ventyl;re"l have beon Honlt
reseri e Nuatnl Advertiser whioh st » however, to quote
P .ncnbes a statesmanhke remed ates one of them snd
objection may be valid, w edy also. And so fur as the
3 ’ a i y
Adve- tiser's suggestion ’ T"""’ in perfect sccord with th
bewt ma agement wns.m ns paper Woich is ander Eul"oe
Denid - one time violentl ; )
. v'.L’ with the whole qaestion from an I y st us.
point, it concludes :— mperial stand-

« I will, therefore, probabl
b y yet be found ¢
g”tm:l“;tf:;iflra‘wbwkq-a; present incidentnl to ::::,nt'h.e
groton t‘m:.nsimm. British Colomes 18 not to be eﬁe("tm(i
o et P““‘,hc:‘ olptxon of un obsolete policy of excl "e
oy ghtened and -progressive application of mm.n
g laws to those Ludians who settle iu t.hemo 08"101‘{
. ne o
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is that they do not live in
The remedy for this is t0
them to

the cigel objections to Indians

accagdance with Earopean rulcs.
raise their mode of hite by compelling

live in better qwellings and by creating AMONE them D6W
it will probab’y be found ensie because more 1N
onward moverents of mankind, to0
hall rise t0 their new
tain the status quo

gradually

wan's.
acoord With great
demand of guch settlers that they 8

conditions, than to endegvour t0 main

ante by their antire excua
We believe also that much of
the want of proper knowledge in South Africa about the
Indians in India. We are therefore endeavouring 0 edu-
cate public «pinion in <outh Africaby jmparting the necces-
sary information. With regard to the legal disabilities we
have tried to influence in our favour the public opinion both
in England and here. A8 you know, both the Conservas
tives and Liberals have supported us in England without
distinction. The Lond:m Times has given 8 Jeading arti-
cles to our cause in a very sympathetic spirit. This alone
has raised us & step higher in the estimation of the Eu-
ropeans in South Africa and has considerably affected for

the better the tone of mewspapers there. The British
Committee of the Comgress has been working for us for
arliament Mr.

a very long time. Bver since he entered P
eading our cause in season and

lasion.”’

the ill-feeling is due to

Bhownuggree has been Pl
out of season: Says on® of our best sympathisers in
London :

to be known

ious that it has only
died. T feel it my duty on all
to ingist that the Indian
full status of British
e and in allied
d our Indian
n such 2

«he wrong is S0 €T
in order I bope 0 be reme
occasions and {u all suitable ways
gubjects of the Crown should enjoy the
subjects throughout the whole British Erapir
States. This 18 the position which you an
friends in South Africa ghould firmly take up. I
question compromise is impossible. For any compromise

would relinquish the fundamental right of the Indian races to

the complete status of Britigh subjects—3 right which they
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arned b .

vi . y their

t}llces in war, l‘ig},blo
em by the Queen’s P

yalty in
\ peace
which and by thei
now been explici roclam tv‘vas .SOIem"]y gu);mn:lr)er_
ot ‘e.\phcm]y recoon; ation in 1857 .eeég to
have Says the s ognised by Hor M’.a”d which has
ave great hope t} me.geuﬂeman in ?Jesty’s Govern-
you have a gcod 1at justice will j another letter : “I
up your position Ctause_ l;' the end be done
... S . ’
position is that th ,r;n‘."].y in order to bou bave only to take
lrlca are alike in 011(/ ”tlsh. Indian sub‘e successful. That
v States being dzo“:'n Colonies alldinJ-GCts in South Af-
Jects guaranteed to s;lved of their Stat;ndependent frier d-
1sh Parliament.:, A em by the SOVGre's as Brxtlsh sub-~
C'omm(ms says : “11; ex-Liberal membe‘fnfand the Brit-
(r;xal Government and ou are.inf"‘mollsly o of the House of
overnment if the dyou will be so treat e(;ited by the Colo-
thell‘ pO]icy") y O mnot COmpel the I% lby' the HOme
A Ce ) olonies to
that theCo.nser?fza.tl"e member alter
o .smmtxon is surround 8ays :
i tr}:lomts stand out clearn ed with
tract a::to say thu breache::fd a8 fa
criminal olglnlshable in South szh.at
A ences. This i rica
principles of Indi 18 18, be
nd yond d .
of the privileges ]a: Code and seems t(;ubt cou.tm‘ry to the
Again it is Perfegct?rant@d to Britishme an infringement
+nd possibly in Natyl evident that in tsll:bjects in India
of the Gommmanta 1t i3 the direct 0(13) ]_3091‘ Re-public
compel themto car to “hunt” natives vious intention
conditions. The ry on their busines of India and to
flefend the infrin excuses which ares under degradin
jects in the Transgements of the liberti put forward tg
attention.” Yetvaa] are too flimsy to bles of British sub-
« Your activite i aﬂqther Conservati e worth a moment’s
therefore w']l‘y is praiseworthy and ve member sy
illing to help you as fa demands just e
ras ] ’

€«
I am i
quite sw

- _ are
h any difficulties but
. asI. can make out
1‘;'1s I:;ldla i8 a Civil con-

ough they were

Such is th ies in I am
T know we hav: :}}l’mpathy evoked in Enel my power.”

€ same sympathy, buf ; Di- I:ere, too,

umbly think

-z

that¢our cause me

largdiy.
in India has been W

Moslem Chrenw

a BtTODE and i

meaning G

with are 10
well-being
therefore qUt
goru their ¥
imel]vli'z'e‘n't“p\’l'
garion for Bl
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y occuPy your attention gtill more

ell put by the
« What with

public opirion here and & well-
t, the difficulties We have to contend
mensurate with those that retard the
ptrymen ip that country. It is

bodies chould at once
to creaie 81

itten leader:

overnmen
t at all com

of our cou
ite time tha
trentio
blie opinic
the liem_nva\ 0
Qb'(.u'fing ..

pder which our
pees have be-
ble and «ffen-

fthe g
Indeed, these grieva
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brethren yté‘ 1
: dny by 027 becoming 80 U
be taken up one day

'd are.
itation cannot

give that the requisite 28
oo 8000 e N

1 may state ot
at the ipsu
the hands ©
the interven

do not appeal t0 it for any 8

to the notice of" the public 80
cqmmunities apd the press may, oy expressing their dis-

terially reduce their rigour and possibly era:
m altimately- But we certainly do appeal, and
Home Goveroment for protec-

ore -clearly- Weare
are subject=

directly re-
We

r positio
1ts and

§ the populace cannot be

tion of the Home Government.
ach intervention. We bring them

that the fair-minded of all

a.vg:_zré th
ed to ab
moved by

we hope 1ot vainly, t0 the
tion against \‘eproduction of such ill-feeling in legislation.
' ome Government t0 disallow all
the Colonies restricting

We certainly besee
odies of

the Acts of
our freedom in any
the last question, pamely, hoW
ment interfere with sach action
and the allied States. As for
question, since it is a Crown Colon
h a Grovernor

Downing—street througha?
jng oF sesponsibly governed Colony 88
and she Cape of Good Hope aré: With reg

ghape o form. And this brings me t0
far can the Home Govern-
on the part of the Colonies

Zululand, there ©
y directly govern
It isnot a gelf-govern-
the Colonies of Natal
ard to the lasb

an be no
ed from
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tection abroad which
dependency of the
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omic@iuture of their country depe
spré‘wd themselves out and to deve
What answer can our Indian Govern

hem the same Ppro

l]ol.’s ussent
. That i
1at 18 one safe-gua,.d agai
al . !
nst oppressive fails to secure to t
is secured to the subjects of every other

measures by
¥ the Coloni
olonies. The Royal instructi
ructions to the

two their ¢ .
disallow onstitution Act provi
any Act of Act provides that He .
the Local Parliament i?;)-hjes@’m“}'

1thin twg.wear
W |

Crown ?

«Tt is a mockery to urge OF Indian fellow-subjects to em-
bark on external commerce, if the moment they leave India
they lose their rights as British subjects, and can be treat-

d an outcuste

ed by foreign Governments as & degraded an
In another article it says :

Her Ma;
. ]eSty’S o
which have previous sancti
for the; _sanction. A
cir object class legiataton rh e s
n such as the

Fra,nc}n's .
eBill or Tmm;j
migrati e
gration Bill, Her Mﬂjésty’s interventior
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for good offices and for

18.thus direct g :
G.overnment isz‘lioirzcls.e' While it is tru
nial Legislatures, ¢ o interfere with th © that the Home j ’
tated to put itg f’ here are instances e A?ts of the Colo- ] race.
;'resenl: oue. A:Oytodown on occasionivlll;!:l:t has not hesi- ‘ « The matter is‘ er{linenﬂy one for gooc ¢
ranchise Bill wa u are aware, the re rgent than the influence, for that - friendly negotiation which 'Mr. Cha,‘n‘}-
bat is more, th 8 due to such whol peal .°f the first < x berlain promises, though he warns the deputation that it
& vesult of the e e Colonists are ever ;s°.m9 interventiop, may be tedious and will certainly no be easy. As to the
sympathetic ans ympétby exprassed ;:l"gd ofit. And as e Cape Colony and Natal, the question is to a certain extent
putation thag Wwf"‘ given by Mr. Chamb ﬂg.land and the simpliﬁed gince, of course,.the (‘olonial Office can speak to
papers in Soutl Zlfte'd ou him some mopt} erlain to the De- them with greater guthority.
roun.d considexablynca’ 8t any rate in thaf 0, most of the « The incident is one of those which suggests wider
iv:intmn, A4S to tbe' 0 i: to the Traunsvaal t?x;r: ave veered ’ questions than any that divectly offer themse}ves iior O'ﬁ'lcial
oh :t&;]n unfriendly act OngehF ree State I can onl'! the Con- replies. We are at tlu? cex.ltre of a wo.rld-mde Empire, at
A er doors against tbe part of a friend Yy say that a period when locomotion 18 easy and is every 'da.y becom-
od as such I huml, auy portion of Her Mg ndly state to ing easier; both in time and cost. Some portions of the
ly think it can be eff ajesty’s subjects, Empire are crowded, others are comparatively empty,
votively checked and the flow from the congested t0 the under-peo-
ontinuous. What is to happen when sub-
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and - cont;olled ? The answer, of course, must be—bY intelligent
Colonial Office.
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fellow-subj .
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“The question with whi
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ghts and equal privilege’ of all I;};?t?;{)‘le o:) the
subjects
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in regard to rer m foreign States. 1t would, indeed,
have been impossible to deny thab pr'mciple. Our Indian
subjects have been fighting the battles of Great Britain

over half the old world with & loyalty and courage which
he admiration of all British men * The fighting
s adds

have won t
ich Great Britain has in the Indian race

peserve Wi
greatly to her politica.l influence and prestige and it would
. of the British gense of justice %0 use the

of peace-

; 3 from the Straits Settlem

Yslands. Wherever the Indian goes

well-doing man,l8 _abiding under whi
ment he may find himself, frugal in his wants and industrious
make him & formid-

sn his habits. But these very virtues
labour markets t0 which he resorts.

able competitor in the

Although pumbering in the aggroga
thousands, the emigrant i
ers have only recently
or British Colonies in pumbers 8W
and to expose them to polit.ical injustice.
which we brought to notice in Junes and which were urged
on Mr. Chamberlait by & deputation of Indians last week,

ghow that the necessity has noW arisen for protect'mg the
m such jealousy, and for gecuring %0
tish subjects enjoy.”

ghts as other Bri
Gentlemen, Bombay bas gpoken in 10 ancertain terms.
We are yet yours and inexperienoed, we bave d right to

appeal to you our elder and freer prethren for protection.
espion WO 081 merely cry oot

Being under the yoke of oppr
y. The blame will

u have heard our ©F
not removed from

in aoguish. Yo
f the yoke is

pow lie on your ghoulders i
our necks.
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‘HE GRIEVANCES OF
THE BRITISH IN-
DIANS IN SOUTH -

AFRICA-

al to the Indian public on behalf of the 100,000

HIS is an appe®
Indians in South afiica, 1 have been commissioned by the

Jeading members yepresenting that communi
ca tolay before the public in India the grievances that Her

Majesty’s Indian Subjects are labouring under in that country.

Qouth Africa iaa continent by iteelf and is divided into many
gtates of which the colonies of Natal and the Cape of Good Hope,
Zulu\and, A crown (olony, the South African Republic or tha Trans-

the Chartered territories, are in habie

yaal, Oran:@ Free State and i
the Indians together with the Huropenns

ted move of Jess LY ] of ope
and the natives of those couultries. {he Portuguese torritories,
and Mozambique have a large Indian po-

yiz, Delazos DaYs Beira an .
but thers the Indiauns have no grievances apart from the

NATAL.

From an Indian stand— point Natal is the most important pore

tion of South Africa, 1t has 2 native population of about 400000, a
European populaﬁon of wearly 50000 aod an 1ndian  §oO -
plarion of about 51000, of whom about 16000 arve those
i ab present  9€¢ i

30000 are those
\vho. baving once been undet indeuture are free

4 therefrom and
' have settied in the colony on their own account, and about
e trading community. These ‘atter of course came to -

belong fo ¢ ! :
the Colony on {ieir own wmeans and some of them brought capital
the country- The indentured Indians are drawn

also into . >
on of Madras and Calcutta and are near

from the Jabouring populati
Those {rom Madras speak as 2 rule the Tamil

1y equally divided. :
Calcutta, the Hindi. They are most of them

]nnguage and fron 1 g
Rindoos, 8 good few are Mabomedans. gtrictly speaking they do
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not observe the c e
. aste-restrictions. Af .
either t: : a ter tecoming fr .
er take to gardening or hawking vevetables and et flge they
i‘} pounds sterling per month. A fow becom ables and earnt m 2to
yusiness TSR come patty storekeepers,Th:
are d""‘Vrll]oc‘l‘;?:fTr ;‘4 pmctlcal]): inthe bauds of the3000 1‘;:)(;?:1' N'“.lldt
Presidency. S Y ‘O"f‘ the Mahomedan community in the i;m";‘,“,'
]andownle:?;. t:»vome of these latter are doing well. Many a ‘on]\ »ny
oil machine ;v(()) ‘ll\mdnol:v shipowners also. Oue of thel;x l?ném Jrﬁ?
. ¢ rke steat Thev v as a sma
districts surr i g steam. 1ey come either fr .
. ounding rom Nurat
from Surat have :(;ueljm;lbnyl)()r} Porebander. Many m“l""ll'lnt;
. At ‘ n Durban, witl ; erchants
of them gl Durban, with  their tamilies
oWh lan(]rln)xi]«:ldl:g the assistedl immigrants can read and wlllfth. l\lljo?b
[ venture ;,,e o a greater extent than one would think lIe iy
'S O e Leuvislatv 3 otter » to t
of Natl 1o show & s ative Assembly and the Legislative (! -'(;
£ s what treatment the Indians "ecb'- e ounet
of the general run ot Europeans in tue Colony. eive at the haids

« The man i
an in the street hate i
. ‘ street hates hLim 'ses hi i
him, and oftea pushes him oft ), curses him, xpits upon
o, i : 1 oft the footpath.  The Pres
ind a sufficiently strong word in the best Engli Difannot
to d:}nm him with, Here are a few sam )l:" ‘l'i:luhSh Dictionary
that i3 eating into the very vitals of ll e 10 renl ganker
U S A als of the Com a
p.uamten Cwily wreteh . nunity “ thex
black ) retched semi barborous Axinrias,” « oo
hlack and lean and a long way fro | R A fhing
acenrsed Hindoo” ¢ uZ iv choke lf"]"( ‘;_ﬂ“_ which they call the
] « choke full of vice: i
rice. | heartily cuss the Hindoo”, “Nquali 1‘“0 'l'"d ll(') fives upon
tongues and artful ways.' The l’r(:“’ 'II 08 LOO]K?S with truthless
to eall the Indian by his proper n'.'“:m:l lllios't l.mununously refuses
Mr “Samy,” “He is Mr (‘ool‘ile ”i{ e is Ramsamy.”  He is
these oftensive epithets havo bec T
e aterane o ! b ome so common that they
| 0 em—~Cloolie are used even in tl
precincts of the (lourts, as it the Cooli o en in the sacred
. 0 s, s if the Coolie were the leoal and pr
per name to give to any and every Tudian.  The puh’l-‘i‘ ne plto—
! , > an. . ¢ men
se'eu‘l“to ubf the .Wm\l fi f:fl) [ have often heard the paintul e:'m
}:leaal(;n, 00015? clerk,” from the mouths of men who 0(]0]|t.t
\l;;",‘ setter.  Lhe tramears are not tor the Indians.  The rail v
;)f- cials may treat the Indians as beasts,  No matter })()\\‘ (lw“}
X . - .- \ . . : * ' ' ' ’ “:
lis very sight 19 such an offence to every white ms Y s
| 1 rv white moan in the Col
. . N B d ) ' ! vlon
that he “oul.d ohject to =it even for a shoet time in the same ¢ mY
ar . M ’ v oo -
{)hulmen;,1 with the Tudian.  The Hotels shut theiv doors against
" ) ' N add 1%
]jmél Sven the public baths are not for the Tndivus, no it ten
who they are . Tha vagr: i v v
. . y vigrant law is needlessly i
“ o 3 v o) . - ’ = - () ' ,.b()“*lve
aud often puts respectable Indians in a very  awkward ll»laitior ”
- v .

[ have quoted thishecnuse the statement has  been before the

b )
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[y ]

Southy> African public tor nearly onc year and a balf, has been
commented upon freely by almost every newspaper in South Af-
rica and remains practically uncontradicted ( indeed it has even
been endorsed by one newspaper with approval ) and because du-
ring the interval that has elapsed I have seen nothing to chanue
that view. The Right Hounourable Mr Chamberlain however
while in full sympathy with its object in his reply to the deputa=
tion headed by the Hon’ble Mt Dadabhai is said to have stated that
our grievances were Irove sentimental than material and real, and
that if he could be shown any instances of real grievance, be
should deal with them effectively.“TheTimes of India” which bas
do 2o us much service and has Jaid us under deep obligation to it
by its persistent advocacy on our behalf rebuked Mr Chamberlain
for calling our grievances sentimental. To give, however. proof
o £ real grievances and to strengtheu the position of the advocates
of our cause in India, L shall begleave to cite my own testimony
aud that of those whbo have undergone grievances personally.

Every word of every statement to be wade immediately can be
established beyond the shadow of » doubt.

during the christmas time, a gang
o the lndian stores without the slight-

to enjoy themselves. Mr Aldulle
Haji Adam, a ship owner and ove of the leading metnbers
of the Indian Community in Qouth Africa was travelling with
tar as Krantzkloo! Qtation, He alighted there to go
Natal. No one there would sell him even

bread. The lhotel keeper would not allow Lim a room in his
jotel and he had to sleep in the coach shivering the whole night
with cold. And the winter in that part of Africa, is no joke. Mr,
Haii Mahomed Haji Dada another leading Indian gentleman was
travelling in a coach some time ago trom Pretoria to Charlestown.
He was torced out of the coacd and had to walk a distance of three
miles because he had not got & pass—whatever that may mean.

A Parses gentleman Mr Rustomiee whose generosity goes
much farthe- than his purse would allow, has been unable
to take a turkish bath for the sake of his health in Dur-
although the public baths are the property of the
hich Mr Rustomjee pays his rates just as
well as the other rate payers. In Field Street Durban last year
during the chirstmas time, some European youths threw barn-
ing crackers in the Indian stores doing some aamage. Three
months ago in the same <treat, some youths shot lead bullets into

an lndian store in Field Street witha sling hurting @& cus-

In Dundee last year
of white men sat  fire t
est provocutiou in order

e as
by postal cart to

ban,
PDurban corporation tow
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one fof,;hearing petty complaints from Indians in South Afri.ca'.‘ I.
have used the word* petty” advisedly for I admit thatmost of these

cases dre cases of petty assaalt and inconveuience. But when they

occuv pretty regularly they assume a sufficiently biz shape to be a

gource of constant irritation to us. Just picture a country where

u never know you are safe from such assaults no matter who

ou are, where you have anervous fear as to what would happen to
ou whenever you andertake a journey, where you cannot be ac-
comodated in & hotel even for 2 night and you have a picture of
the state we are living in i0 Natal. I am sure I am not exaggerat-
ing when I 8ay that if any ot the Tndian High Coust Judges came
toOSouth Africa, I doubt very much whether any hote! would
admit him unless he took extraordinary precautions and 1 am al-
most positive that he will have to travel from charles town
to Pretoria in & Kaftir comparment unless he is dressed in Bu

ropean clothing from top to toe.

t r e
tgmtc}a].e wll;(())tir:zarl)fl lotsht h1§ oye. Both these mattors weref!o“ght
mised to dd a(;l h o Superintendent —of Police, who pro,
of the matter, Yet etbcould_ .NOtl""g more has heen “hear
men anxious to 6 b e Superintendent is an_estimable gentle~
what could .the ‘opl‘o ect all the_ Comunities in Durban.
his subordinaies 't'\okr rtrl);m do against the tremendous odds? will
the aggrieved e‘nt;a ho trouble to find out the miscreants 2When
they first lauohgd ane(;na:‘ saw the constables at the po]icestation
Magistrate for tlheir ) ?n asked him to get a warrant from tbe 1
when o constable wi mtrebf. No w.m'rant is required in such cn8éd = g
1 lett Natal the sotxdt]t"? to do his duty. Only the day before *
walkine alone theo an Indmn' geatleman spotlessly Jressed, wa8
Rome Europeans }"“‘dc"‘f*m in the principal street in Durba®-
but to amusg Eh(;u&“? Te him off the pavement without any reasofd
s villave in Natal h..%\'es. L:}st year the magistrate at. Est courts
forced out ot it‘ [;ii('l A Indian” who was a prisoner in the Dock
back bareheadex‘l iuch:‘p was forcibly removed andhe was brought & %
val of the eap wa jplte _0{ the protest from the man that the rem?
his religious felelin: ?Tllflal'y to't!le [udian custom and it offende®
Magistrate.And the , 30. A civil action was brought :\gainSt t.he
i A s b o s ot
we weul to ]u“: s done by him in his capacity a3 such, When
object was to he , we knew that such would be the decision. VUf
ave the matter thoroughly thrashed. his questio®

A T am aware that 1a some of the instauces cited above Mr
Chbamberlain could net very well afford relief as for example
the case of Mr DeSilva but the fact is clear that such instances
occur because of the rooted P ejudice against the Indians in South
Africa which is due to {he indifference of  the Home and the In-
disn Governments o the comp'aints of the Indiaps. In all
the cases of assault our mode of action as 2 rule is pob to
potice -of them. We follow the principle, so far
two miles when we are asked to go

tuke any
as we can of gomnd

at one time was : ion i v

oe e om‘;i:’:"ylgre“‘ {westion iu the colony- one. Safferance is rea\ly.and gincerely the badge of the vlndians in

g o i of t(')m;v lenever he accompaines his superior dur~ E South Africa especinlly in Natal.l ma)_’st-at.e howeser that we follow

ing bis poriodinl tou :s unable to  secure accomodation it th; this policy not from any phil:.mthl‘oplc, but from purely selfish

botels. “H isob gm ) O'hso‘]ourn v huts. The grievance bx; s motives. We have found by pamtul experience that tvo' bring the of,

ruched sk n ig h.“ on I loft Nuatal that be was gerious!y “ fenders to iustice is a tedious and expeusive process.The result iy
g in bis resignution. - often contrary to our expactations. The offender would either be

discharged with @ caution or fined «fve shillings or one day.”
The vers man aiter getting out of the box assumes a more

tbreatening attitude and puts the complainant in an awkward posi
tion. And the publication of such acts incites others to similav

ones. We' therefore do not as & rule even mention them before the
public 1a Natal.

A Eurnsian gentlema
: . n Mr Desilva | for some
time amployed in a responsible positior;yi:“?iej?ll:: e

to N 0 Jpened to com® . F
atal to sesk fortune, ile is a certifiad chemist. }&’e raceived 87 _
i

appoi i

tggfi}?‘:ﬁgtﬂ:‘j Chj‘?;‘mt by letter. When however his employer Bwv

R e ;1«'\ o white, he dismissed him,[ know other Eurast® .
g fair enough to pass us “white men” are not molest-

™ - d

ed. This last inst:

Pl'ﬂjtgliz:aizt il:slt\‘dauti? % havle qaoted to show how anreasonable tbii Such a feeting of deop s:eatqd hatred towards the Indians ix repro-

nope 1 have aduce(i s. fﬁc‘?“ d go on relating guch instances. But - daced all over South Africa, 1I!.Specml leglsla.tlon for Indians, which

are real and as o ufficient instauces to show that our grmvauces . has tor its ob;ect the degradation 'of the Lndian community in that
and as cne of our sympathisers in England says in a letter: country. The Attorney General of Natal wants to keep the Indiaus

“Th
ey hav . . : N .
\f‘, ve only to be known to be removed, | for ever “hewers of w00 and drawers of water > We are claxs—
Now w i ST i atives 3 —Afric ' paces
hat is our mode of action in such cases? Are W€ to go t0 ed with the natives of South—Africa Kaffir races. He defines the

Me Chomberlain. | _
r Chamberlain iu every case uud turn e colonial ' Eice mfo \
w7

A
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status of the Iudians in the following words. *“Ihese Indiars were
brougnt here tor-the purpose of supplying labour for develppment
of local industriex and were not intended to form portion “of the
south African nation which was being built up in the various states.”
The policy of the Orange Free state which in the words of its
Jeading organ ** bas made the British Indian an impossibility by
simply classifying bim with the south African native” is cherished
by the other states as a model policy. What that State has com-
pletely accomplished the other statex would accomplixh within a
very short time but for the vigilance of the lLndian public. We
are passing through a crisis now. We are hemmed in on all sides
by restrictions sud bigh handed measures.

I shall now sbow how the feeling of hatred above described
has been crystallized into legislation. An Indian cannot leave his
house after 9 o’clock at nicht unless he has a pass signed by
some one xhowing that he ix out under jnstructions  or can give a
good accoant of himself. Thislaw applies to the natives and Indians
ouly. The police use their discretion and do not ax a rule trouble
those who are dressed in the Memon costume as that dress issup-
posed to be the ludian irader’s dress. Mr Aboobaker now de-
coaed was the fore moxt Indian trader in Natal and much
respected by the European community. He with hix friend was
once arrested by the police. When he was brought to the
police ~tation for being out after 9 p. m. the authorities knew at
once that they had comuiitted a mistake. They told Mr Aboobaker
that they did dot want to arrest gentlemen Jike himself and asked
bim if he could point cut any distinguishing mark between a
trader and a labourer. Mr  Abovbaker pointed to his robe and
ever since it has been a tacit understanding between the police and
the public that those wearing the flowing robe, should not be
arrested even though they may be out after 9 p. m, But
ther- are Tamil and Bengal traders eque !ly respect able who do not
wear the robes. There arengain the christian Indian educated youths
-a most _seusitive class-who do not wear robes. They are constaut-
ly molested. A young [ndian well educated and Sunday school
teacher, another, a school master were arrested only four months
ago and locked up in a dungeon the whole night in spite of
their protestasions that they were on their way home, They were
discharged by the Magistrate but that was & poor consolation. An
Indian lady, a teacher, the wife of the Indian Interprefer at
Lalysmith was a =bort time agoon her return fromthe cburch on a
Sunday evening, arrested Ly two Kaffir policemen, and rough'y
bandled so much so that ber dress was soiled not to speak of all

\
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gorfs of L
Nhe Wy Carre \ ) '
snpr'm!"gidcnt of the police camt

harsh, arbitrary and t
cases 1%
wers and an
bluntly.subject
<0 that as @ mem\jer o
caxion of the passing
tention of the colony
in his native i .
any other country, su¢
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gvou\}d have been bailed W

on their Wy )
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d. She was 1ocked up in @ cell,

om' sen i) ¥ p { y s when rh@
e gele au as l()l“ptx 1 elea‘ d e

: ! 1Y) d was ®, 1 . l t
e tO knOW Who 8 he was. f\le bold

; rest and
damages for wrongful ar? st ar

f bad names she was calle

f warnoration ot : !
lady $ued the corporati e o rrong . Th
gof £ 2(.) and C?‘:t.s hat her/ treatment was “uni]ﬁst
Chiet  Juel’s e 1 The pesult however of thesetnree

yl'annicn
that the corpomt\ons
alteration of the

are DOW clamouring  for more pto'_f
aw,in ordor that they may. to ;;\_llo. l;%
Tndiansi '1-espective of their position to restrict $
all l\\dl?l;;: Le(,"g\at"\ve Assembly said 0‘1‘\ ti\])e (‘)(i
y ot the In:m'lg)‘:\ﬁ.on Pl{}fof “}08304, comtfosﬁxﬂe
to ke [ lnd(;%kl'r‘\g:ut:‘\l"a’ may be fulfitled. In

- an in the colony 0y illed. In
ad 0 11 instances would have gxmted :hd :_gg:]e
1 right ‘ninded people A the decizion quoted =

rig

ith joy. |
iaps  pure labourers

i s ago about 20 Indians ¥ labour
G cight mo\“ﬂ]bu;bau market with vegatable B.\,s\\etf (211
b i n that they were pot. vagrants-—

1 jeatio
v ' sofficient indica . ‘ granie
ther hen q‘“‘t 4 o'clock in the morning under the \;m. o
e et de(,med the case vigorously. Alter a two 42§*
osecut

The police PV
i Magisty
trial the Mag charged A .
T @ carrTying 3 pro '
»eop\s'. They were earvy They were I believe de\am;t:,eld
e DY ney’s fees in the bar=
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gain, for having Mr Chamberlain wants it
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o fitting rewart o ‘
S pan) grievancos.
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: he poor
ate d'\x'charoved them but at w_hm cost t'o‘t .tp or
N i ° heir days’ earmin.® in prospect,

- ostom of panses in N;}tf\l. Any Indr;\nv \;hgaﬂlgs
- There = & N b- +ne or the night time, does not shov .t o
ther iu the day \t;n (o ary st This is meant to preven _«.‘-‘ T
fowho he i 17 b @ 1 l‘ndiz\ns and to facilitat® \dentnﬁcat‘f’? a
\ie mdeptm et .am but the working of the 1:\\\" 1,;. f(:,xl-
s thus far L “".“",Vj Wl '(.‘r) ing vrievance: jrut for the (mc; ~)(o§k
tre "e\'\j A Tni\f‘kng':}(‘l oeeur under that law. Lct't‘llw %altillkli}h;or-
ing 1o injustiet ].“‘ w0 the working of the 1‘&.\“ he 2 ab "
for thcdews( ‘L\J . 1895 hus the following on the subject.
tiser of the 19th .lkm}om' potice a few facts regarding t}‘uk 1_{\&\11\%){
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the P““%he"‘:‘ Ilth@\' call out for thew wives or rclatives 1o
P:LS.\'CS. A
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produce the passes before they can be produced the police-
men begin to drag the Indians to the policestation. . When
the passes are produced on the road to the statich the
police men simply look at them and throw them “té the
ground. The Indians are taken to the police station, detained for
a night and made to wash the cell out 1n the morning and are
ther brought before the Magistrate, The Magistrate with-
out taking their pleas, fines them. When they reported this to
the Protector he told them to go to the Magistrate, yet (adds the
correspondent ) he is appointed to protect the Indiau lmmgrants.
If such things exist in the Colony (continucs the writer) to whom
arc they to appeal.” The statement that the Magittrate does not
take pleas must I think be a mistake.

The Natal mercury the Government Organ in Natal of 13th
April 1895 has the following from the Editor.

“A point of considerable importance to respectable Indians aud
which causes much heart burning, is their liability to arrest. Let
me give a case in point. A well known Durban Indiav who
has property in various parts of the town, a well educated and
cxceedingly intel'igent man, was the other night with his mother
visiting ~ydenham where also he has property. Met by two native
constables the young man and his mother were taken into
custody and marched off to the police station, though it is only
fair to say the native police conducted themselves admirably.
The young Indian referred to explained who he wasand gave
references and the trooper at length bade him begone warning
him however, that if he did not have a pass next time he would
be detained and prosecuted. Being a British Subject in a British
Coloney, he objects to being treated in this way, though of course
recognizes the necessity of watchfulness in' general. He makesa
very strong point however and one  which the authorities should
certainly consider.”It will be only fair to state what the authorities
have to say. They admit the grievance but ask how they are to
distinguish between an indentured Indianand a free Indian, We on
the other hand submit that nothing can be easier. Tht inden-
turedq Indian never is dressed in a  fashionable dress, The
presumption should be in favour of, not against the Indian especi-
ally an Indian of the type Tam referring to. There is nomore ren-
son to presume a man to be a thief than to presume an Indian to
be a deserter.  Even if an Indian  did desert and made prepara-
tions to look decent it will be difficult for him toremain undetect-
¢d for a long time. But then the Indian in South africa is not cre-
dited with any feclings,  He is a beass *a thing black and lean,”

’
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« the Asian dirt to be heartily cursed. ”

Ti e is again a law which says that natives and Indians when
drivigg cattle, must be provided with certain passes,
also & bye law in Durban which provides for the registration
of native servants and “others belonging to the uncivilized races
of Asia.” This presupposes that the Indian is a barbarian. There is
a very good reasorn for requiring registration of a native in that he
is yet being taught the dignity and necessity of labour. The
Indian knows 16 and heis imported because he knows it.
Yot to have the pleasure of classifying him with the na-
tives he too is required to be registered. The Superintendent of
the Borough police has never so far as Iknow, put the law in mo-
tion. Once I raised an objection, in defending an Indian ser-
vant, that he was not registered. The Superintendent resented the
objection eund said he never applied the law to ladians and
asked me if [ wanted to see them degraded. The lawhowever
being ther: may at any time be used as an engine of oppres-
sion.

But we have not attempted to have any of these disabilities
removed. We are doing what we can to have their rigour miti~
gated locally. For the present our efforts are concentrated —to-
wards preventing and getting repealed fresh legislation. Before
reforring to that I may furtber illustrate the proposition that the
Indian is put on the the same level with the native many other
ways also. Lavatories are marked * patives aund Asiatics.”at the
railway stations. In the Duarban Post and Telegraphoflices there
were separate entrances for natives and Asiatics and Eurspeans,
We felt the indignity too much and many respectable In-
dians were insulted and called all sorts of pames by the clerks
at the counter. We petitioned the authorities to do away with the
invidious distinction and they have now provided three separate
entrances for natives, Asiatics, and Turopeaus.

The Indiaus bave upto now enjoyed the tranchise rights under
the general franchise law of tae Colony which requires ownership
of immoveable property worth £ 50 orpayment ot an -~ ual rental
ol £ 10 to qualify an adult male ¢+ be placed on the sters’ Roll.

Ihere is a special franchis law for the natives, Under the former
in 1894 there were 9309 European voters and 251 Indian of
whom only 203 were living at the time, the populations being equal,
Thus the Buropean vote in 1894 was 38 times as strong as the
Indian vote. Yet the government thought or pretended to think
that there was a real dunger of the Asiatic vote swamping the
Furopean. 'They therefore introduced into the Legislative As-
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sembly of Natal, a bill dixfrachising all Asiaties «
were then rizhtlv contained in any (\"or"-*l'sr' li's'f’ C;h mYe thosg 'WhO
Bill stating that the Asiarics were not  ac x.nlilx ‘ fipl smble -t tho
representative institutions.  Aguinst this ll;illl ’e\\ve “:xlth e.l. i
both the Legislative Assembly and the Legislative (‘0:1?,”.1'?“? s
tal but to no purpose. We then nnenwl:aliserl Loll,'d Itbil)o(u)l Nal-
forwarded  copies of the memorial to the press and rh}e ;l})"-
in India an'd England, with a view to enlist their éyvn mLix ; 'E)x:ld)rm
secure their active support which wo are Lh'tui't’l‘l V sy we
raceived to some extent, R Ty e
A~ a rexult that Act has now been repealed and raplaced by
an Act which sayx “the natives or des:endants in the 111:1[l<; ;mn ))1'
natives of. co'unr'ries which have not hithertn poswuc‘d :x]«r-l‘,i (')t
representative institutions founded on the [):Il'li:lllmlllﬂ:l/ll" fr /(-II '\'L
shall not be placed on any voter’s list unless they wha”y m‘_“'r“‘/ “l:a
tain an 01"Aler from the (zovernor in council, exuu'm’ﬁn'r rhm:x‘ ‘lf) N
the operation of the Act.” It also exempts fron its 0 ):l"lfi;)ll tl Ol-li
persons that ars vightly contiined in any votsrslise }’l'hils' Bilt N
fivst <ubmitrod to Mr Chamberlain who has prac: i!‘,ll“\'.:lli n"u\':(l I“Jrh
We have vet thoutht it advisable to opposy it an wilfin “-'.l )
to secure .its disallowance we hava sent a Memorial t) | \Il'll(" \ -
herlain aud hope to secure the samo measure ot xup 0”‘ rhj'”td.ln'l-
been extenr'lml to ux hitherts. We believe trat the npe'll l'()’l"::[ ;N
fl” .?uch lvg}ﬁlution i to accord n differeat treatment t;> the; h[n:li-m
in Nouth Afciea such that under it a respectable Indian in ‘thinu-ou;l)l}
iry may becomo au impossibility. There is no real du'uf)'/“r of
t‘lle Asiatic vote xwamping the Euarovean or the Axiatic r'nu/lin‘r
;‘\()nth,t\h‘u':l. Yot thix was the main p:)inl' urved in  <upport 1
the Dill.  The whole question has heen well ?ln'nﬂ-‘hwl olllé' i tlo
qylony and Mr Chamberiain has got all the In;lff‘]'l.:ll‘\' I/wh)l':-’ll!l .
judge. I[erevis the  covernment giving their f)\v‘n view ; Hlnll w"‘)-
organ, the .\:1!.:1| Mercury  of the Sth lareh ji\’f)li 4|nnlil;l<:r "l"}ll‘
I_he present il and suppo ting it.  Alterquoting tl T'\.l' l
from the voters’ list it savs, ” rting fhe Bares
w o _ . . Y .
e Sflll:,-’;‘l(-r of l. !‘w .,"lm.l”]..“.“)m apart irmn' numbers altogether
; perior  race will always hold the reions  of govermment
“ o are inelined to the belisf therefore that the»«l:nwur T)t' £l “l(]“ '
dian vor s swamping the Farovean, is a 1,-hnm-|-i¢-:l ) I\“\ i
not cousider that the danger of haing swamped i\‘.'lfm'l(”. i I
one, s past experi nee has prave | let e ('].’l\’:' ;)l: I‘n«';V v” hely
ing he‘r(- a< a rule, do not concern themsalves :1|mu|7 i Htl\ o
and  fartker that the majority ol them dv not eve N l:”lf']ll-“@
<mall propevty qualification required.” B posses tho
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been relunctantly made The Mercury sup=
hat the Bill will fail in its purpose, if it is to
debar-the Asiatic from the Franchise and says that it would not
matter it it doex.  What then is Lhe object if it be not to harass
the Indian Community. The real reason why the Bill has been in-
troduced is thus guardedly but trankly stated by the Mer—
cury of the 23rd April 1896.
«Rightly or wrongly, justly,

This admission has
yoxeXond we telieve €

or unjustly a strong teeling exists
amonyg the Jiuropeansin South Africa and especially in the two
republics against Indians or any other Asiatics being allowed un—
vestricted right to  the franchise. The Indian argowment of
course is that there is only one [ndian to every 38 European
voters on the roll ab present with the open franchise and

that the danger anticipated, is imaginary. Perhaps it 13
but we have to deal with it as if 1t were 2 real dancer. not al—

Important Corrections.
At the end uf page 11 please read at page 12 from Yire Tth
to 18th (i. ¢. “from Chapter ]4_0” to “opresed to the view.”)
and at page 90 please read ‘n the Trans vaal’ after ‘were” 2nd

line 3rd paragraph.

passiug vy

plameu the 1'eal reasous 11Uk

emued by the colonists and the other news-

papers as inadequate from their pomb of view and by
the very members who voted forit. They hold that the Bill
will not apply to the Indians because they possess in India “elective
representat:ve institutions founded on the parliamenty franchise
and that it will involve the colony in endless litigation and agita~
tion.” Wae too have taken up the same ground. Wehave u_rge(.i that
the Legislative couneils in India are* elective rep,resentatwe insti-
tutions founded on the patliamentary franchlse.’_ Of: coursa in the
popular sense of the term we have no such institutions but in the

opinion of the London times and an able jurist in Durban our
lassified under those described in

institutions can well be legally ¢ _ ' 1
the Bill. The « Times “says the argument that be (Indian) has
is inconsistent with facts.” Mr

no franchise whatever in India 518
Natal writing to a newspaper on

Tiaughton an eminent lawyer in )
{he subject says ¢ Is there then a parliamentry (or legislative)

franchize in India, and what isit 7 There is and it was created
by the Acts 24 and 25 Victoria chapter 67 and 55 and 36 Victoria

ment at which they ex
1ill. Lt has been cond
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express (134 \H (1]
cprad by o it gy gsd o o ol
nion here is. We can not ‘howeveg tnow what the best logs: 0P~
itics A er, t00 often urge that i5 #s not
El(:i];:%qi]llfggjslihatl“? want and it is degradation which these fran
Indians on n di§ t-‘a" we resist, If a colony is allowed to treat the
cbapter 140 b thelent f(l)ot‘m.@: from the Europeans iu one respect,
Act. 1t may no); heefzzglllcll:(gl(::\s “}‘lmtie lllldt;;' Section & of the atter
indee ' what we call a liberal basis, it ma
ot U oo 3 0y e b .5 ity
tive represent ’t eless and under the bill, it is on it that elec-
also thg 0 )iln'a w‘;‘msmm‘o?s(’f India have to be founded.” This is
however i}n Lli(;n(;) other eminent men in Natal Mr Chamberlain
alos recognise ! es[}atch in connecfion with the matter says,”
presentat?ve in t')te t‘act that the natives of lndia do not possess re-
gelves in thoses 1t ':;“5 n “_‘9"‘.0“’!1 country and that they them-
European inﬂug:;:;o iS)aovfethelr 'lnstory when they were exempt from
:%]Ves." The Opiu’ion as never set up any such systern them-
or ; . .
mere(;yvi?i‘:;lf‘:agehqo difficulty in roing furtber. Their Goal is not
e Ho m:: |}sjemﬁnt. Lheir goal is total extinction of the In-
tured labourex:y t?,la owed to exist there as pariab, as an inden-
highor. At tl;eat,i 19 nl:ost afree labourer, but he must not aspire
response to the m]et o first fl‘dn.c.hise Bill was introduced, in
Indians, the Att,m'c amé)ur for Municipal disfranchisement of the
nearfut’ure The an,yl G:meml said that would be dealt with in the
vene what was calladd “?yerpment about a year ago wished to con-
aniformity in Indie ;l oolie conterence.” xo that there might be
time also {he de u;.m D‘;glsmho" throughout Routh-Africa. At that
Asiatics should ge y b ayor of .Dm:ban moved n resolution that the
Cramont. aTe Yex| lﬂtbuced to live in separate locations. The Gov-
and effectively l?g keglsglves to find out how they can directl
Cbaml»’(’l“tain)descc;"':gegtt: ll;):i?;enocizll;?eIn]dianb'tgadem whom MI.Y.
body of persons whose un able ‘awabl ing meritaorious
and-in domitable persevemng;‘,’,blt]eed h;;gqus‘tf‘%“andﬂ;nte]ligence
:l(:fltm fatr[,y, Obstaclgs w,hich may now }'qce tfll;mceinto e
J ’ m b -
th;ul(: h::ltloag:iatﬂous: The present Bill therefore we hmrr)ll;)liy
accordin‘g] 'J'h: ill 13 connection with these fucts and treated
o this for)'rx.n e ondon Times bas put the franchise question
an academic one l%q stios now before Mr. Chamberlain is not
fooline.  We c: . 1S not a (uestion of argument but of race-
Ly e cannot atford a war of races among our oan sllb—

jects, It w 4y wr
j vould De us wrong for the governmeut of India to

will be noticed, is opposed to the view .-
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suddenly arrest the devclopment of Natal by shutting off the
supply of immigrants as it would be for Natal to deny the rights
of citizenship to British Indian subjects who by years of thrift
and good work in the colony have rajsed themselves to the actual
gtatus of citizens.”

The Second Bill that bas been passed by the Natal Legisla—
ture proposes to keep the indentured Indians always under inden—
ture or if they do not relish it to send them back to ludia at the
end of the first indenture ot five years or if they would not go back
then to compel thew to pay an apnual  tax : i
British colony such a measure could even be thought of passesour
comprehension* Almost all the pubtic men in  Natal are
agreed that tre prosperity of the colony depends upon the In-
dian Jabour. In the words of a preseut member of the Legislative
Assembly “at the time the 1ndian immigration was dzcided upon
the progress and almost the existenc: of the colony hung in the
balance” but in the words of another eminent Natalian, «Indian
jmmigration brought prosperitys prices rose, people were
no longer content to grow o gell produce fer a SOnZ
they could do better. 1f we look to 1859, we shall find
that the assured promise of Indian Labour resulted in an
jmmediate rise of revenue which increased fourfold within 2 few

ears. Mechanies who could not get away and were earning 3
Shillings a day and less found their wages wmore than doubl-
ed and proyress gave encouragement to every onc from the Burg
to the Sca.” Yetthey want tax these industriousand indispensable
people who in the words of the present Chiet Justice of Natal have
turned out to be sirustworthy and usetul domestic gervants,” after,
having taken the very lifo  blood out of them. The following
opinion was held by tbe present Attorney General ten years ago.
He is now the framer of this Bill “which a radical newsaper in
London says *is & monstrous wrong, an insult to British Subjects,
a disgrace to its authors and « slight upon ourselves.”

«With reference to the time expired Indians I do not think that
it ought to be compulsory on 80¥ man to go to any part of the
world save for a crime for which he is transported; Uhear a great
deal of this question. 1 have been asked again and again to take
a different view but 1 have not been able to do it. A man is brought
here in theory with bis own consent, in practice very often with-
out, he gives the best five yearsof his life, he formsnew ties
forgets the old oner perbaps establishes ahome here and h¥'¢iin ‘not
according to my view of Tight and wrong be sent back. Better
by far to stop the further introduction of Indians altogether than
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to take wh
d al w 1Y
BV whi;‘hozl\« you can out of them aud order them away.” But
pow fhat which gzl(x)ll]]u'litonou,\' IOfyeurs ago in the IndianCbamely
- or years for a
y years for a paltry wage has beapme 2

crime for whic .
tal :ittonel'yhlcgl;lehe ,‘,'\lOU]d deserve transportation to India if the Na-
Home gevernmé?ih} o allowed to do 30 by the ludiun
the Tepresenmtio:} . 'mf‘}'_llmll“Oll “lat.the Indian government on
from  Natal in 18"'5“]} f?.\-pnl'te commission that visited India
et h“\:. have accopted the principal of compulsory
e bt ot it ever are hoping confidently that the facts
ernments are cuﬂl'ie,ﬂ,]emonflls to the Home and the Indian Gov-
el we 1(1““;~nt to induce the latrer to alter their views.
the idiaag B¢ w.l. e not m.ov'ml in the matters spe(:ially affecting
that their ot will n' ‘rul‘g their indenture, vne - may well l”'““‘"z
We thok that (he 'Ul.r )).9 ]_):ll'hpnlurly comfortable on the estates.
the weneral po lulﬁt? ‘““!YUH in the colony’s tone with regard to
ed Lndiane, ([)“(" o lt \Ylll affect the masters also of the indentur-
especiaily bring ‘lootll ’\“0 Imatters however [ have been axked to
IO e o l]';"lll()tl(f() of lhoi public. A representation was
M. Haji Movhmu.lﬂ- . | by an 1“{]11”1 Committee  headed by
that the Protector f‘lIH ):.“m' ono of the prayors where of bcin:f
Tamil and the Hin:l)n<tl'1\m‘”ﬁmmS should T & man knnowing th:;
Indian. Wehave not l'éc;:JHx l"ll.;_ruuges and fl}ou]d, if possible, be an
;lllerel}v confirmed that Oi:itli;:lo}ll"l):all:ll)t I’O*‘:‘U" but ihe intoreel bos
e o . A resent protector 18 ¢ tima-
ot l:”ilﬁl‘ :\<\::"' l‘Iﬂls ignorance ot the l:!x:;L:(;;g: ;18():‘\11(1;«::”2:n
the Protecter \sll.olgﬁlb bdlflwmck' We bumbly consider also that
Iudians more than a o ]Ins“'"“l od to act as an advocate for the
wigrants, I sha(ll ifls Judge between the employers and the im-
ot was in ]ngstrut_e what [ say. An Indian named Bala-
teeth were nearly kno ioll” treated by bis master Gt hix o
causingan issue of I)lof)‘le(« (;Et;.”"“y came out through his upper lips
moster admitted the { sutficient to soak bis long turban in it, tlis
the man. On  veceivi act but ple'aded grave provocation denied by
theProtectors’ hous ing the punishment he scems to have gone to
Protector sent Wo;sth which was close by his master’s. The
The man went théxlatt hetll:mSt go to bis office the next day.
the sight. The turban w (')k ¢ maglalrate who was much moved 8t
the bospital for t‘r t““ ept in Court and he was at once sent to
the  bospital 1:1" ment. “The man after baving been kept in
had heard al-out me ai e few days Wil discharged. ~ He
sufficiently to be able )tu came to my oftice. Ile had not recovered
out b cowlaint i “‘0 speak. | asked him  therefore to write
plaint in Tamil which he knew. 1le wanted to prose-

and the

)

cute the master so that his cot
ed. [ sked

of the mnn.
1 sent the man also to the Protecto

mine who gave the man’s versioil
desired the man

do hix best.
office and changed his m

transfer because h
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awtract of indenture might be cancell-
indeature was

him if he wonld be satisfied it his
1 said, J wrote

transtorred, Oa his nodding consent to what
to his masisr askinyg if he would cousent to transfer the gorvices

He was at first anwilling bub subseqently consentod
s office with a Tamil clerk of
to the Protector. The Protector
to be lelt in his oftice and sent word that he wonld
The master in the mean while went to the Protectors
ind saying his wife wouald not agree t0 the
xservices were iuvalunb\e,'l'he man was then said
o giventhe Protector a written docu~
ment to the offact that he tiad no complaint to make. He sent nie
note to the effect that ax the man had no complaint t0 make and
as his master did not conssnt to transfer the sarvices he would not
intertere in ihe matter. [ ask if thix was right 9 Was it right for
the Protector t0 have taken <nch a Jocument from the man? Did
ho want to protect himsolt aguinst the man? To pr()ceml however
with the pain ful story, patarally the note sent o <hoek through
my body. i had hardly v covered when the man cameo to my o'ice
erying ana saying the Protector would not transfer him. [iteraily
ran to the Erotector’s office and inquired what the matter wax. te
pla':ed the written document before me and asked me how he
could help the man. He said the man shoald not have sig‘hn'ed
the Jozument. And this Jdocument was atl affidavit attested by
the Protector Limwelf. I toll the protector that 1 should advise the
man to go to the Magistrate and lodge 2 comp aiat. He said the
dociument will be pmduced bofore the magistrate and It would be
neeless. He advised me therefore to drop the matter. 1 yoturned
{o my oftice and wrote aletter to his master imploringhim toconseud
to the transfer, The master would de nothing of the kind.,
The magistrate (reated us quite dificrently. He had scon the
man while the blood was yeb dropping from his lips. The deposi-
tion was duly made.  On the day of hearing 1 explained the
whole cireumnbtanees and agam appealed  to the master i oreh
court and oftered to with draw the complainb i he consented to
the transfer. Tae Magistrate then gave the master o understand
that unless he considered my offer more favourably than he seemed
to do at the time CONSEUETICES might he cortous for him, he went
on to sy that he thought the man was brutally treated,
The Magistrate retorted,

"The Master anid he gave pro\'ocati«m. )
ogs to take the Jaw in your own hands, and beat

«You had no busin
=y » h -
the wnan as i he Were o beast.”  He adjourned the case for one

tohave compromised and fohav
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du,y 1
in order ¢
o 0 enabl
me.  The Master of co:rgle‘, Master to consider the off de b
¢ came down and er made by
id consented, THY Pro-

tector ther
N wr
loss I Submitt;c(glbi t;ﬁ me that be would not s 1
uropean name hecould a; rov t? g:ms k the
prove of. Happt the

colony 1is .
Pl'ea,c%;cl: 2;)(; q[}u'tc devoid of  benevolent
X olic denevoler
man’s servi(;eglumr out of chairty undlert;men A Wesleyan local
Comment is S'ipi‘?;ll thus-ended the last u,ct:) Okf toh take over the
tector S sttperfluous as , of this pal
thct;(in,1 This is only a typi(tzglt'hb procedure adoptcd% mil}l}edr%;?
ndentured men to get j Instance showing ho lyd' s for
We submiy, t} get Justice, g how hard 1t 18 for
ly defined as _t 12t 1o matter who he is, hi .
tain things f e those Of.j“dg(ﬂs,advona,ﬁi is duties should be clear-
able to (l:;lin01 t h-u sake. of avoiding ’te:ﬁq()(.l iitors, and others. Cer-
guest of o erir spice of .him%H'. J?IS(? fm? attons he should not be
tor when be (r;l:u;l who i3 being tried bufo% }l Jud]‘%:e .being  the
- '8 v oQ . ‘ m, Y o
men and to Ioar cg thgl estates to inquire about the Cowdt'h'c Protec-
of the employers ’&,P ﬂm}:s he can and does often bcco]rln m':(lm of the
neipal no matter ¢ submit that this practice i ¢ the guesb
acter h‘)\V hi(’l . Prﬂ:(,tlco 1S  Wrong : .
geon Superintend gh minded the protect g pri-
Protecto endent of immigrant ‘or may be. As a Sur-
' ' should be easi s remarked the other ¢
he should be easily approachabl cr day, the
; * unaproachable able to the meanest coolie b
be a Natal me ¢ to the lordliest le bus
an. . employer, .
}’rot;ecwr, 2 memm bIctx :}S’:) looks a strange pi'oc};dgre tIo{e-Lg;‘X ';,Ot
ndian Govern a commission whose object 1 _appoint a
ment to S ¢ object is to induce s
tured Indian consent to pass har uce she
s. When the P, pass harsher laws for the i
duty who i e Protector has . ¢ inden-
¥, S{:gl .Lﬁlt& Pmtecbfbhe indentured Xf‘;:)eggl form such a conflicting
ferred, Th > casy for the immigrans ' :
A . cre are i grant to have his ;
for years because ‘;hll‘l_the gaol some Indians who hasve\r ‘II,ICOS trans-
they have Cﬂmplai;g rchs}e to go to their cmp]oyers(’ LVF}I: there
in which they nre s which owing to the peculi : ey say
. ’ placed, they can peculiar circumstances
was so much dis », bhey can 1ot substant ANCES
sgusted with the busi 1ate. A Magistr
to try such cases. T 1 e business that he wi gistrate
comments on s;:llx qj }.k 1\3‘731 Merenry of 13th. J‘iﬁfg hlc had not
fors to go to pris b -c(lso when a man even a coolie immi 895 thus
he has been ilI 1'011 rather than work for the M mmigrant pre-
WrONe Svmcwju.(-l,mlmd the natural inference is tha.%ster to Whom
G ‘1}1 re and we arc not suprised at Mr D'IISOI»HC thing is
oo i f"f"cu‘- }u;‘ 1‘10. had three coolies before him ail OI}: s remarks.
e wcrtwili) tlcfusn;gbto work all giving the s‘amﬁ arged with
Ly s 1ll-treaced by their M: g L1E Same excise viz
possible that these icula  Mastcrs.  Of course it is just
. articuls jos urse 16 1s
tion work, On the %th\. I:M coolivs prefer gaol work  to 1s Just
> other hand it is just possible that th })C:Lnt;a.-
' e Coolies
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have some ground for their complaint as t0 their treatment and
the mgster %5 one that ought to be investigated and at least these
men who complain in this way should be transferred to another
master and if they again refuse 10 work it can be readily seen that
they do not want work. Ifa coolie is illtreated it may be sal

that he can complain to the Magistrate bub it is not an easy mat-
tor for any coolic 0 Prove such cases. It1sa matter altogether
for the Protector of Tmmigrants to inquire into and remedy 1

possible.’ _
There 1s an Immigration Trust-board that consists of employ-
ers of Indians. They have now received very wide powers. And seeing
their acts will have to be very jealously

the position they oceupy,
wabched by the Indian Government. The punishment for desertion
gsidering whe-

is heavy enough and yet they are DOW seriously con
ther some stiffer mode of dealing with such cases could not be de-
vised, It should be remembered however that in ableast 9 cases
out of 10 the socalled deserters complain of ill-treatment, and such
deserters are protectcd ander the law from punishment but as the
poor fellows cannot establish thoir complaints, they are treated

ag real deserters and sent by the Protector to the Magistrate for

unishment accordingly. Under such circumstances any atleration

for the worse in the law ab uld, we submif, require-

careful consideration.
There s . sad mortality amon
They arc nob catisfactorily account

than qu_te the Advertiser of the 15th
« A feature of the annual report of the Protector of Immigrants

to which more public attention should be given than is the case i8
that referring to the number of suicides which take place every
year among the indentured coolics ont the cstates. This year the
Y amber recorded 1s out of o total of 1828.

A large number oc-
curred in 1894, 1t is however a very high percentage and raises
the suspicion that on some estate

sa system of treatment cxists
towards the coolie  labourers

much akin to slave driving.
It is extremely significant that so many guicides should
occur on certain  estates. This is a point which calls for in-
vestigation. Apparently no inquiry of any kind is held into
the cases with @ view fo ascertain whether the treatment
meted out to the unfortunate wretches who prefer death to life
is such as to render existence an into

1 s to. : lerable misery. The matter
is one which is apt to pass ummoticed. It however ought not to
do w0, Ina recent case of desertion on t

he part of several :
. €00
from an estate down South, the prisoners openly lies

out desertion sho

g these people from suicides.
od for. 1 cannot do better

May 1896.

declared in Court
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that they would rather kill themseles than return to their em-
{:})'oycr. The Magistrate said he had no option but to order them
ok to serve out their indentures. It 1s time the colony ok steps
to afford such complainants an opport;unity of bringi{lg; the facts
in connection with their complaints before ‘some Court of inquixy
and the public. It is also desirable that a Scerctary of lndizmﬁ
affairs should be added to the Ministry. As matters stand at pre-
sent, the indentured Indian has no eftectual mode of appeal agalusb
whatever brutality may be inflicted on him on the plantations.
We however wish to guard ourselves against being understood
to say that the life of the indentured Indians in Natal is harder
than 1nany other country or that this is a part of the general griev
ances of the Indians in the colouy. On the other hand we know
that there are estates in Natal where the Indians are very well
treated. At the same time we do hurably submit thab the lot of the
indengured Indians is not all ¢hat it might be and that thereare
points which require attention. When an indentured Tndian foss
his free pass he is charged £ 3 for the duplicate.  The reason
for thisis the alleged fraudulent sale by the Indians of their
passcs.  But surely such fraudulent sale  can be criminally
punished, A man who has sold his pass should never be able to
get a duplicate cven ona payment of £ 30. On the other hand
1t should be as casy for an ordinary Indian to geb a duplicate as
the original. They are sapposed to carry pheir passes about  their
persons. No wonder if they are frequenty lost. I know o man
who could not get a duplicate becaus: he had not £ 3 with him.
He wanted to go to Johannesburg and he could not go,  The
practice in the Protector’s department in such  cases s o issuc
temporary passes SO that the men may be able to make a present
of their first £ 3 earned to the Protector's office.  Inthe case 1
am referring to, the man had a temporary pass issued for six
months. He could not carn £ 3 during that time.  There are
dozens of such case Ihave no hositation in saying that thisis
nothing but a systein of black mail. )

Zululand.

In the crown Colony of Zululand there are ceriain town-
shipx. There are regulations published with refercnce to the sale of
land in these townships and the reg ulations for the townxships
of Eshowe and Nondweni prevert the Indians from owning or
acquiring land, although the [ndian’s own land worth ne:n-lr;r £
2000 in the township of Melmoth in the sawme country. We have
sent 8 memorial to Mr Chamberlain and it is now engaging his
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The colonists in-Natal say that if such disabilities cant

ttention. i
ieb pladf {1 on Indians in a crown colon()lr, a leespol?sgtgltyrgkogem-ih
roAs as  Natal sh 1d be allowe to do what it liked Wi
colony wsuch as Natal shou owed 10 0 s mo ke

id ians ition in
regard to the Indiavs. Our posit Js mo bete th

i Y is s : to Zulu
the Kree State. 1t is so dangerous to go ‘
1onne or two who yentured to go there bad to return b‘ack. '.lhere
is a good opening or the Indians there but the ill-treaiment
‘ bl

comes in the wajy. This is a matter that we are earnestly hoping

will be seb right without much delay. ,

THE CAPE COLONY.

spassed a reso—

) 1olor Tavoral congress ha
1n the Cape (olony the Mayora nbiting e

desire for legislation

ti sopifying  itS ] .

llﬁf;l(il): s‘;;_, A};ia?ics jn that colony anIil }nipéng tbﬁtspnlzxg;‘l)t
. . m N . a ]

action  will be taken. 'The Cape Legislature Municipali%’r

assed asare which gives the Iast TLondon M )
“'i)l(l‘bhflixt lco‘ll:)eny the powerc to mflke bye laws comp.ellmg raatn-res
and Ipdians to remove to and reside 1D ccrtmn.locz}tl‘onf atn }ro—
hibiting them from walking on foot patbs. Tt is d!ghlclu t to .00;}1]-—
ceive a better 1pstance of oruel persecution. The fo ‘meé is the
Josition of the Indians ip Bast Gr.qt}aland uunder the“gapZ. %vem-
ment according to the Mercury ot 93rd March 1896.«An Arab nam

' i o | + Griqualand paid customs
smail Suliman erected a store1n Fast Griqualand pare €2
?l(il};mi‘po:lu lt‘nrlotds and applied for 2 license \’wh\ch the Magistrate
refused. My Altorney Lrancis on the Arab’s behalf appealed to
Cape Government

who upheld the Magistrate and have issaed in-

structions that 10O coolies or Arabs are to bave trgdmg l‘lce‘nszs '1‘:1

Bast Griquatand and the onc or two {hat have licenses are to 16
1

g hus arts of Her Majesty’s dominions 13
closed up. Thus in some Parts o le HerJIndian e are

Jouth Alfrica, even the vested rights ian 8
:g? to be pr’otected. What happened to the Indian in the en
" ascertain, Thero are many cases where Indians

was unable t0 I e ¢
have been unceremoniously refused licenses to trade, [Lhere i8 &

i i . Natal. One of the Ma~
book on Native Affairs pubhshed in ™ ne of
E)rlilslfrat‘c)a(; thercin says be simply refuses to jssuc trading licenses to

Indians and thus prevents Tndian encroachments.

In the chartered territories the Indi.ans are receiving Phe 3ame
kind of treatment. ly lately an Lodian was refused a license to
trade. He went fo the Supreme.(‘,ourt who decided _that the
license could not be retused to bhim. Now the Rhodesians have
petition to the Gtovernment requesting them to alter the

sent 2 v nestil ;
ovent the Indians from getting licenses under the law.

law soas to pr



1t i said tha
quest of the petitioners.
South African Daily Telegraph bas to
sent the petition.
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strictions ar lawful being in con-
i » ¢ 3, Allthese restrictions ave umiawl g
tion iﬁeno{ ofé'; 7t,h; London convention which secures ‘ tSh(,e-
n'a‘}ller'qof all Her Majsstn’s subjects. _But the %wvtxm;s So-
ngt@‘ (;)f 'State for the Colonies hz:vmg COl]Se‘lllhe . on de
cr:ra;l?; fl‘omlthe convention, *heTt;lmnsV::?; t};l: gfﬁ)iec‘t lo
i t above restrictions. ey the sublect °°
- ““IR(‘:S-iﬁ(')‘:xein 1894-95 which has decided angall}xsh thf 1:1‘)(1‘1‘:12(1
:;Iﬁaéui;\tv(l)‘ ;qy which bas Jeclared thab tlt‘u:‘ Raevg:lbdmogvzt; . -u-l;[h-a.
y sal agalnst the ¥ ¢
; we laws. A memorial ag? be » bitrar
v pabrslﬂll(;);g to the Home Government. Mr. Qhambeﬂ:t\{]?;:\; now
tqr g‘tll‘“\h?s decision on the Memori;ﬂ :k\‘nd whll{e Z}t’m&?e ;‘rb{{mtor.
o vone of. has acceptec the award B .
. e of, has accepteC | | e
the o ‘i};il romised and retained the right to m_a\ 8 :llei?gig
He b }t\o:_\’(;ﬁm tg the Transvaal Govermr}ent h‘om‘tunew;) hav(;
repreS@f\ {:ge .representat'\ons are ex_nphnhc 6510{1\% "tberefore o
Apd d1 abt that we shall get justice 10 t\}eﬂen 3 Se0 orefors -
n(l) othe public hodies exert their to influenss
ore 3

. .
e <l1(:h as kz() hauve the“ de%l\ed foe(:t. I ahd“
Ven*l“e to q“otc an lllsmnce n p

oint. When during the Malaboch
war the British Subjects wera being commal

ydeered many pro-
i ' : (Grov-
tosted against it and asked for the mte\"]fel‘e;%\(;et ftl\;):? :ﬁ:yﬂggﬁ& w‘mt
7 "~ The rep! first sent was to the @ e t a ould ue
?nt](::gelll‘:wlitlffhepagfu'\rs of the Republic. The papelahoweve
inte e af
raged and Memorialgstr

representations may b

) s e the
ongly worded were repeated.Ab last cam

I eq UEht h() the 11 ans V(lal (} ovey ““le“h noh tO LO!XIllla[)deet [;I \t \Sh
b b]e(!t% d n()t an lﬂtel &el ence y et the T eq ue Dt h(\d t() be
sa ] t) was

ran i ] ¢ l ‘\( 15 h S“h‘e(:‘h was Sh()pp d.
ol ted '\“d 1\19 & "]]n'\lldeel ing ()i % A h iulh()l
hd 7 we 110pe {0 uCll a ‘eque\;,b Wh\ch Qall‘es it 1t 1t S —-
& rs W

; t concerned
: . community a8 tha €
1f we are not a8 impor tant a co y - bimit, are

movement our gnevance?, VYB ‘S e o
o 50, Whether such or any representah‘f““ ia:;t l;lv'\?\ ens
much more %‘ ‘- o questions out  of the awar e with o
not the‘}'\?x w%‘hﬂnbeﬂnin’s attention. Wh?g %}n\l{ tb}feyoall e closed
age e \od } sansvaal? Wi !
%u%\dred’.? of lnd‘anus‘({)o; ‘::;3@%? Tﬁve in locations and 1f'§(?, Whati
up? Will they aigr"t:;h Agent bas thus deseribed ‘th'e }1?a'n:w}a
llocat:'onss? witlhhi-efe\'e“ée to the removal P?f ﬂ\?)?' Malays in Pretoria,
ocations with a ican Republici—
the Metropels 0({1 '\tr}:teo :os‘:xggl\%cf)lcation onpa spot used as 8 pl{;ﬁe
o be forc?f o of the town without any water el&]cept e
to deposit the re }’: the gully between the location andv the toxYn
P(’““te(-l SO:-"k,{L%e ! result in malignant @eve_zrs and other dlsea.\e.\‘.
must .mewt;\ \ 1};\011 st thew whereby their lives and the health of
lcﬁeak:gu‘]’:nﬁy il{; town will be endangered (green Book No. 2
B ¢

ment? :
with the commanao
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Ul they or will ¢} .

made to sell off? ey nol receive any nsation

was ealled u’?oﬂl‘]. ff)\;glznj the very law i_\?}m:g]il(]rlli‘(‘)':i‘lU'i{{: it Hl‘e.ﬁre

now left to the Hioh ((:l'de upon the int.er;;'etqr'i- L} Al'blf_l‘ﬂq"r

'by the law  the Stat ourt of the Tyansvaal, (\‘\,On which he has

Vhe State contends (He can only compel us {o e contend  that
8 thatresidence includex tx;- -”Nde in locationx.

s trading stores also and

kit : f re o <
‘]l‘lt ”le]L (o) we Ing
n U h e
AY ()t “ldel ‘ l‘ llW ven 1lr|de ch('[ t n “

ciﬁCd 1084(3101 g ] ]lo [i l(yl t o l N
18, 1 oul is sal t t
: Lal (/ " 8§ i ) .-'HOUJ t’ t erpre
i t ‘the s :lto iut'lir

Nor ap
are these the
. JHes ouly oriev .
were the subject of the m'ld)in.’(.“!em"ce'\' n
vents the railwav ac o ation. But there is e
or second o] Y awthoritiex in the Transvan a law, which pre-
ment re~~e1L a? ticket~, on the railway ldn?lvlaal from issuing first
<erv Co ailways,  There ix a £ s
are literalf ed for hatives and other colour 1ere Ix @ tin compart-
pro lit ally packed like cheep. witl oured people in which we
0 L‘our ;)hl' our position, In N fl;)ltl]b regard  to our dress, our
o pelty officials vive (1. . Natal theve s no « o
In Delagoa B awe trouble.  The hardship ; such law but
goa Bay the authorities so Ardship 1s not insiguifi
. ¢ 16X 8o Jres L 1nsign feant.
ivt'lo(;l.]d not allow him to travel 3rd \gl.lleflfe(et the Indiau thar they
2ndmln 00“1‘(11 not afford the 2ud Chw‘lb'}l:o lllllwh so that if a poor
class under a 3rd class ti ass - lare he i~ allow
) ass ticket.  The g owed to travel
reaches the Transy ; N ® same Indi; y
. ansvaal border. i nawan as soon as h
1nto his pock e y 18 compelled =00n s e
ly the e et, aske('l to produce a pas.i and to put hix diguity
L wust into (he third cluss compn i, d then unceremonioys-
as a first class or a sec Tare partmeut no matter wi L
enoush to b “a second claxs ticket, Ihe i whether he
uari’ o be felt like & month’s journey “in tl;} Journey i lony
,‘},ontlf;i;golaljff“gle tl““g' happens on the l\?::duuqalnibrm[,l.,
, ndian gentleman 5 atal - side.  Four
tori ) : got & 20d class ticket f
o :v:: 113)1;1 ba]n. ; Ho was assured that bo woulIBdb tll)q\et] for Pre
Trans;'aal bor-)d'v- ml‘)mbly put out at Volksrust, o st?tt'a Hight yot
did pot .01 er, but could net proceed by that trai “l))n on the
seriousl CAILY ey third class compartment, 'l‘he‘-iem- a1t
ously interfere with our carrying on our trad : le’gulatlous
many who owing to such i i rade also. There
Plney to Mlae ,,lo such inconveniences would not. move f'“"’
place unless they could not possibly avoid it. rom

-
the Transvaal. These

Then in the Trapsvaal an Indian like th i
: n the r aal ¢ ar 8 Native Afri

}Jg(s“:&’:an) a_iltavellmg pass which costx a shilling.f S:ﬁlliltzl Aixshtllcn
. sinulé per.ml) ' 0 ?r‘avel :1bout.”1t is, 1 believe, avuilable‘on]l' 119-
ou'(; O,E })ii(i?(:}:;c).-. t 'lhus Mr Haji Mal}omed Haji Dada w-l,-) nmt
Mol tﬁe s -]L.dl‘ .md’h‘:ul. to walk a 'dlstunce of three mile\" :lt ﬁlf
boint ol }.)o 1?e-man s sjambok which servesthe purpos , (f ol X
ayouel iu order to get the pas<.  The pass master hmlvev::r(i;ute:\?
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ass to him. All the same he had
Volksrast to  Charlestown.

can not as of vight walk on {he footpath in Preto-
« ag of vight” advisedly be-

him and so would not issue any p
ta nas hig coneh and walk {rom

“The Todians

rin and Jonanesbury. T use the word ** ¢ 7
oanxe the traders are as a rule not interiered with. In Joban nes—

hure there ixa byve aw to that cffect passed by the ganitary board.
e y . Pillav. o oraduate of th e Madras Uni-
A gent\eman named My b illay, a gra aate of th e Madras Lnl

versity was violently pushed off the footpaths in Pretoria. He
wrote about it to the papers. The attention of the Britixh Agent
also was drawn to the matter. Dot sympathetic ax he was towards

the Indians, he declined to interfere.
The gold mining laws of Johannes
taking out mining liconses and render 1t ¢

o1 possess nativegold.

Mo (reafy exempting the
viee has heen aceapted by the
bpitish subjects thevein ghall m

the =ubject of o memorial to My
. ability it places udon

from the s vious dis ue '
Majesty we wight, ax the London Times putsit
sabjects driven at the poiat of the

levy of British Indian an ,
vaal bayonets against the bayouets ot British troops.”

THE ORANG FREE STATE.

The Orange free state as [ have alveady (uoted from o mews-
made the Pritish Indian an impoxsibiliy- We are
that shate causing to usa loss of £9000 Oar
and no  compensation  was «iven to us.
this a real grievance and get
Free State not to speak of
ots of the traders particularly
1 most of them have not heen

burg prevent Indians from
riminal for them to xell

British subjects {rom commando ser-
Transvaal with the rexervation that
ean only «yhites”.  Thatis now
Cliamberlain. Under it apart
Indian subjects of Her
“onow sea a
’l‘ N "
Trans-

paper, has
driven away from
<lores were closed
Will Mr, (‘haimbetlain consider
us our ¥ 9000 from the Orange
the future blighting of the prospe

them all anc

concerned. 1 kuow ud
able to regain their former position althouvh at the time they
were thus driven ouf, they were supposed to be the wealthi-
"The law which is entitlad ¢ the law to prevent
atic coloured persons " prevents any Indian from
ange ree State for more than 2 months un-
rmission from the President of the Kepublic
application to_resido before thirty days
have elapsed after the presentation of the petition and other cere.
monies have been performed. He can however on no account hotd
fixed property in the State ol carvy on any wmercantile or farm -

ing business,

up

est firms.,
(he inrush of Asl

remaining in the Or

less he gets the pe
who cannot consid- v the
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The Presi

»  President ma .

things” o ay or may not “accordi

A re g . ” ac ding to the s

o grant such matilated permission to r LT he stote' of
resident s o reside, Anv‘ﬁ}dmn

first  eontravention

three 1 s i i
nonths” imprisonment with or

Sll(,ll 1~ hp t e sit ‘ e ns lb()uth A“ H .
< , o ,‘ll h I)()"I 101N Of h I"dl(l 18 112 ﬁ 1ca
es Cep‘ J)el-‘ gou ! d} \Vhel 6 the “dl\\ﬂ.\' are } .
‘l l vel mllch ]es")elf'e(]

10 "l (‘l(l] ]l.\'( bl]l LY ﬂ."(l are o ers l]y ] M

] inpou ”l](](‘l 1 spee ( a ‘ H whiers ()i nea 11l

the fixed pr i

3 property in the princiy ) )
all of rhem wmostly rl';:()]’;:llflpal strects of that city.
emplovment also, T

meers,  An SYSRT
And there is another Parsee gentleman whom

m .
The trading class
medans and Baniax y :
for me o ox l’f““>lm05f1}' from Portugese Ludia
0 examit ‘ AR UL
ae also the l'cnl:etdl? cause of this deplorable state of i
Indians are ilmqnif"w“l]e Europeans say that the habit thfm.(!,'s
unfrathful and il;l(lllof-],:'-)’ frlley spend nothing and tl;qtlt;eo, the
the most mode L 1050 ave the objecti . yare
: ¥ . , jactions ace :
charge ax l%e ',lou.] nalx. Others of course s]im ]"b"CCOI'dmg‘ to
(g insanitary habits and untrut! ply abuse us, The
ae, dhat isx to sav ntruthfalness, is
AR)

' y) dbits ! artis
AR o sanitary habits of the [ndi'p aly
e o e. in .N)uth Africa are notas o Lo fhoy
wight  be ! m | the bighest point of view A Nflz]OOd ax they
s 'aid against us bty Wy
way it has heenn w; r)y :he Kuropean community and s 0!1",‘29
pay it s heen w Agf).r'q ly deny and we have quofﬁad the “N?d.m the
est class 1ndiq T rica th show that * ¢lass consid 0(;’""005 of
st class an 3 i abitation and
i .n./es hetter and in better habitation 'u?'le 'H]e low-
sanitary measures than the Jowest ¢! it e
(B A. M. B. B. (. Cantab) f owest elass white,” Dr. Veal
their persons and ﬁ f-' b) finds the Indians “to be cleanl i
less habits” and fi ]‘0 rom the personal diseases dueto (]i"t'( n‘ J o
and sanit t" | finds also that“Their dwellings are : : IOl Toan
: sanitation is willi ot ’ 0 Dt wedo
el saita b(l‘l'ls ‘1‘”']]"9:]} attended to by them.” ?31':] A
.[liito satista .r" (_).’]1‘ Jimprovement in this matter. We ]; f\(“ & o’
mnn'irli‘;z stactorily if there were no sanitary l'nv; ]’nt]}") ot e
would }e” "‘Jvi{-}lll) in this respect as the uew foth the com-
sliow, ¢ A er . for | .
(“.\‘(lbi“(f:\q that 1t however cannot be a reason forl-nli)er]l o
as 1 sh 'l" at are imposed upon ux, The meo'l' lsowhere
i h ¢ . W : - + . ’ l/: 1 > 0 .
i1l presently show. Let them enforce the - _(tlbe“”;*“@
sanitary law

101'CO 1) il )l Ct H H d X I . I
n
N ve NN l e l() a 'lllnll‘ll p()” ta O{ O/ he

Of 1 'le hectlon leldt II’_O tO mer( u)t .]0 '”)d fa]
" » ustness l‘end s ln(l“ l)t : bl H I
~ 1a 0 & ﬁn Of 2' or
ming l)] es e 1]]6 (]el 3] l e‘ H e £ J

Iﬂ.l. ,‘” s Wiﬂ t |
ord ubse . . vizhou hard labour.
o, quent contraventions the punishment is to he dl?:l;-

They

: ; are

) Sowe of them are i -

Pheauers. Som n are in Government

) arsee gentlemen whoy are eng
H-

evena ¢hild m D
“ s another ) rerhaps
pren goa Bay knows by the name of “b‘enhg:

howsver chiefly consists ot Maho

It yet remains

9h

very strictly and we shall be all the hetter for that. Those of us,
who i ave lazy will he properly aroused from our lethargy
As to untrubhfulness the charge toa cortain cxtent is true with
regard to the indentured Indians utterly cxaggerated with regard
to the traders.  But the indentured Indians placed in the posi-
tion they are, I venture to say, have done much better than any

other community wonld do na similar position. The very fact
that they arc Jiked as servants by tac colonists and called « usc-
ful and frussy”  shows shat they are not the incorrigible hars
they are made ont to be. However the moment they leave India
they are free from the healthy checks that keep them on the
parrow path. In South Africa they are without apy religions 10~
struction, though they nee d it badly. They are called upon to
Ave evidence against their masters for the sake of a fellow brother
This duty, they often chirk, Coadually .the-l'ﬂf«)re their faculty for
adh-ring fo the truth der 2l cireustances becomes
perverted and they become helpless afterwards 1 submib
that they ave more the objects of pity than of contempt
Aund this view [ ventured to place before the public 1n South Af-
rica [wo years ago and they have not excepted to it. The facts
that the European firms i South Africa give hundreds of Indians
large credit practically on their word of honcur and have no cause
to vegret having Jone so and that the Banks give Indians
almost  unlimited credit  while the merchants and bankers
would not trust Buropeans to that extent conclusively prove
that the ludian rraders can  mol he so cishonest as they
are made oub fo he. 1 do mnot of course mean to con=
voy that the Furopran livms helieve the Indians to be more
trath ful than the Guropeans. But L do bumbly think thab \thla
they would perhaps trust both cqually, they .re‘.y upon the Todian's
thritt, bis Jotermination not to rain his creditor and his tempro-
ate habits A Bank has Leen giving eredit to at. Indian to a very
large extent. A Buropean gentleman known to the Bank and a
friend of this Indian wanted £ 300 credit for speculation.
The Bank rotused to give him credit without guarantee. ‘I'he Ludian
freind pledged Lis houour and that was all be_hud to pledgeand the
Bank uccepb-ed that, security although at tElt\htxtxle too, hewas heavi
ly in debt to the Bank. Lhe result 18, the Kurcpean friend has fail-
ed to refund the A. 500 to the Bank and the Indian friend,
lor the present has lst the wmoury. The Earopean of course
lives in a better style and requires some drns tor his  diuners
and our Indan triend drinks ouly waler. The c¢harges that wé
speund nothing and are jmoral, 1, e. more than those who bring
e charge against U%, WO repudiate ontirely. But the real cause
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India is so great in South Africa
that th™ people would not even believe us if we said thaf India is
not dotted Dy huts only. The work done in our behalt by the
Loodén Times, the British Committee of the Congress and by
Mr. Bhowniggee and in India by the Times of India, has
borne fruit already, Of course the question of the position of
the Indians has been troated as an imperial question and al-
most every statesman whom we have approached has expressed
hig fill sympathy to us. We have letters of sympathy from both
the conservative and liberal members of the House of Commons
The Daily Telegragh has alvo extended its support to us. When
the Franchise Bill was first pa sed and there was some tall of
its disillowance the public men and the newspapers in Natal
said the Bill will be passed over and over again till Her majesty’s

Government were fired. They rejected the British subject  hum-
to say that they w ould

want of knowledge abont

bug 7 and one paper went o far as
throw over their allegiance to the Queen if the Bill was disall ow=

od that they would decline to
it the Bl was disallowed. This was the
time when the writer of the « Colonial aflairs ? in the Lon-
don Tines favoured the Natel Bill. But the Thundorer when it
dealt with the matter specially changed its  bove- The Colonial
Secratary seemed to be decisive and the dispa (ch with reference
to the Transvaal arbitration arvived in time. 'Lhis ckanged the
whole tone of the Press in Natal. “bey protested but they
were a part and parcel of the British Empire. _The Natal
Advertiser which at one fime proposed the form ation of an an<
fiasintic league thus dealt with the Indian (uestion in a leading
article, dated the 28th Febroary 1895. After alluding to the th.en
reported Jisallowance of the Franchise Bill and the resolution
of the Mayoral Coungress 1n the Cape Colony betore referred to
{he article goes orm :—

« The p oblem therefore when tooked at as 2 whole from
tho imperial to the purely local stand point 18 & very large
and complex one.  Dut however prone localities may be to regard
the subject simply Irom the local stand point, it sbould be ap-
pavent to all who wish to study the matter in_ all its bearings
( the only way in which a sound and hea'thy judgment can be
arrived af ) that the wider or impevial considerations must also
be taken into account. And further as regards the purely local
aspect of the case, it is quite as necessary and perbars as
Gifficult to discover whether a comp\‘ebenSive view of the posia
tion is being taken or whether imperfect opinions ave beine
formed on one side or the other through the acceptance of ouf;

od. The minisiers openly declar

govern the colony
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such data as prejudice ov self interest may tind acceptable.

The gene1:al 0p1.uiou. oxixting throughout South Africa as re=
gards Indian ciigration, may be summed up in the word‘g'“ We
4 2 i

dont’t want them ‘

A

The first point to be weigbed ix this that in belonging to the
Rritish Empire we have to take whatever may be evilas well as
whatever may be good as arising fromt hat counection,provided, of
course, it is inseparable theretrom. Now as regards the destinies
of India’s population it may be taken for granted that the Lmyperial
Government will not readily permit of legislation in any British
dependency which Lias for its avowed object the repulsion of Lndia’s
surplus population from any part ot the Britixh dowinious; or to put
it the other way, which embodies the principle, so far ax the parti-
cular legislating state is concerned, that ludix’s teeming and fast
increasing millions must Le confined, and ultimately smothered
within Indiaitselt. On the contrary the desire of the British
Government is to remove from India tVe possibilities of such
congestion, and to thereby render it a prosperous and happy,
instead of a dangerous and discontented portion of the British
Buwpire. [t Lolia is to be retained as an advantageons part
of the Empire, then it i< absolutaly necessary that mieans, ghall
be found for relieving it of much of its presont population and
1t may be taken to be a part of the Luperial policy 1 hat India’s
surplus population ix to ba cncouraged, rvarher than discouraged
to find fresh outlets in those other portions of the Iimpire
which are in need of a labouring population. Li will thns be
seen that the (uestion of coolie immigration into the British
Colonies ix one which reaches down fo the deepest. foundations
on which the British Kmpire stands it signifies the amelioration
and salvation of India it may even mean the inclusion or exclu-
sion of that great possessiou in or from the DBritish Xmpire.
That is the imperial aspect of the (uestion, and is one which
points directly to a desire ou the part of the lmperial Govern-
men to do all in its power to prevent the upraising in other
portions of the Ewmpire of barriers for the prevention of ln-
dian immigration.

Ax regards the local aspect of Iudian emigration, what has
to be considered is whether and i so, how far, does this
Imperial policy coutlict with what is desirabie for this particus
Jar locality ¥ There are those who absolutely condemon  In~
dian inmmigration into this colony, but it is doubtful whether
theso have given full censideration to all the bearings of the caso.
In the first place those who so oppose Ludian  1wmigration have

£~ - 3 /unr.ﬂ
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4
to answer the question:-—-What would this colony have done
without them in those departments of industry in which they
have uadoubtedly proved usefut ? There is unquestionably
wuch that is undesirable about the coolie, but before his presence
here i condemned as an unmixed ev 1, it has to be shown that the
colony would have been better without him. This we think, would
be somewhat difficult to prove. There can be no question that
the coolie is the best fitted under existing local conditions tor
the #ield labour required in connection with the agriculture
of the Uolony. Such work can never be undertaken in this climate
by white men ; our natives show little disposition or apti-
tude for it. This being so, who is ousted by the presence
of the Coolie as an agricuitural labourer ? No one. The work
bad either to be done by him or left undone altogether.
Again the coolie i largely employed by Government espe-
cially on the railway. What is the objection to him there ?
It may be said he ix taking the place of the white mau
there ; but is he ¥ There may he a fow isolated cases in
which this contention holds good, but it cannot for a moment
be supposed that the Colony could afford to replace all the
Indians employed in the Government service by white men.
Further, the towns in Natal are almost entirely dependent
for their supply ot vegetables. upon _the coolies, who farm
plots of ground in the vicinity. With whom does the coolie
interfere in this direction ? Certainly not with the white man.
Our farmers, as 2 body have not yet acquired a taste for kit-
chen gardening safficient to keep the t_nm'ket fully supphgd.
Noither does he ‘uterfere with the native, who, being the in-
caruation of indolence, does mot as .l‘ule _troub]e about the
cultivation of anythins; except mealies for himself. Our own
natives ought to have been our labouring class, but the fact
has to be faced that in this vespect they are almost a dead
failure. Consequently coloured labour of a more active and re-
liabte kind had to be procured from some other source, and
[udia has offered the necessary supply. The debt which the
white man owes to theso coloured labourers is this that they
by occupying tho lowest stratum of society in those mixed
‘s of which they form a part, raise the white
right through the social scale than

occupied had the menial offices
been discharged by 2 Enropean class., For instance, the
white man who is ¢ boss ” jover a gang of coolies would have
Lad himself to form oue of the gany of labourers, had there
Lecn no black labourer. Agaln, the man who iIn Euroyc,

communities :
man one stratum higher
he otherwise would have



would have been that man's foreman, in this country daves
lops into a moaster tradesman. And as in cvery other. direcs
ction, by the presence of a black labouring class, the ®whites
are set. frce to throw their efforts into higher planes\ than
they could have done, had tne majority ot tnem had to de-
vote their lives to the arduous labours of toilers of the 1o-
west order. Jt will, therefore, probably yet be found that {he
removal of the drawhacks at present incidental to the inmmi-
gration of Indians into British Uolonies is nos to he effected so
much by the adoption of an obsolete policy  of execlesion
as by an enlightened and progressive application of ameliora-
ting laws to those Indians who settle in them. Ono of the
chief objections to Iudians is that they do not live in nac-
cordance with European rulex, The remedy for this is to
gradually raise their mode of life by compelling them to
live in better dwellings and by ereating among them new  wants
It will probably be found easier, because
with the great onward movements of mavkiad, to  demand of
sueli  settlers  that they shall rise o their new condit onxs,
than to endeavour to ruaintuin the status quo anto by their
entire exclusion,”

Nuch articles (and thev can be quoted hy the dozen from the

more In accord

various newspapers) shew that application of sufficient pressure
from the Home Government can bring about a healthy change in
the Indian policy of the colonies and that even in worst,
places British love of Justice and fajr play can be roused. These
two are the sheet anchor of our bope. No amount of spread-
ing information about India on our part can do any good
without the much needed application of the pressurc,

The following article from the pen of a veteran journalist in
South Africa, shews also that there are men in ~outh Alrica
who would rise above thejr surroundings and disclose the
true DBritish character: e

* It somctimes happens in lite that men are called upon to
decide decisively between the claims of Justice and the claims
of self.  With men of honourable inclination, the task is of
course & far heavier one than with men whose natures have long
ago cast overboard any conscientious seruples with which they
may have been endowed at the outsct of bhm!- unlovely  ex-
istence.  From men who will puff rotten companies at the very
moment they are selling out. and individuals of & like charactor
1t 1s, of course, perfeetly absurd to expect any  other resuli than

that sclf will predominate but with the average cotmereial gy
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justice .s more often the victor in the cthical conflict. Amongst
‘the eapses of these conﬁlcts. as ’nhox affect 'Soubh Afrmsm_ls gen(?ra,lly
and British Transvaalers in particular is fhe * question of the
« goolie traders” as our Indian and Arab fellow citizens are
desionated. It is the position of these merchats, for so they
r 3;L11_)\v arc, which has aroused so much Q?[v‘entlon apd which is §t1_11
pro:l;xcrfwo of no little nterest and hostility to this day. And it is
in considering their position that their rivals in trade have sought
to nflict upon them  through the medmm' of tha. state what
looks, on the face of it, something very like an injustice for the
benefit of self.

The outery which was raised in the capital of the Transvaal
against the collic trader some little time age s brought tolphe
mind by oceasional paragraphs  in the morning papers regarding
the doings of the Indian and Arab dealers.

In the face of such reminders as these one may reasonably ex-
peet to be pardoned for veferring for a fow moments to a body of
respectable hard working men whose position is so  misunderstood
that their very nationality is overlooked, and a name labelled to
them which tends to place them in an cxceedingly low level in
the estimation of their fellew creatures. In phe face, too,
of  fivancial operations , the  success  of  which many  of
of their detractors would envy, one f{ails to understand the
agitation which woull place fhe opel'atm-,\" in .the same cr.lte—
gory as tha halt beathen native and confine l_nm to Ioe'ntlons
and subiect him to the harsher laws by which the frans-
vaal Kafiv is governed.  The impression,  which is  but too
prevalent both in the Transvaal and  this colony, t at the
gniet  and sitogether in offencive “Apal,)” ,\‘hopklmsper, and the
r‘«[n:nlld\' harmless Indian who earcies his pack of dainty wares trom
house to house ix w “ eoolie ” iz due largely to an indolent
iunorance as fo the race whencs they sprang. . When ove veflects
that the concertion of Yprabimiaism with its poetic and mys-.
forious mythologv, took its v.se, in the land of the “coolie Lrader,”
that in that Tand twenty four centuries avo, the almost divine
Baddba taught and practised the slorons doctrine of selt sae rifice
and that it was from the plains and mowntains of that weird old
counfry that are derived the  fundamental trutchs of the very lan—
guage we speak. One can not but help regretiing that the childrven
of such a race shonld be  trented as the equals of the children of
blud heathendorn and  outer darkuess. Those  who for a fow
moments have stayed  to converse with  the Indian trader, have
been, peshaps, surprised to find they are speaking to a scholar and

i,
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"
a gentleman,  Inthe schools of Bombay  Madras, and (!\\'qn from
under the very shadows of the Himalayas and from the phains of
Punjab, these unasswming individuals have drunk deep of the
springs of knowledge. it may be, nmsuited to our requirerents
forcign to own state, and savouring tvo much of the mythical to be
of use in owr practical lives but, nevertheless a knowledge the acqui
sition of whichrequires as muchapplieat:on, as much Jiterary applica
tion and a far more sensitive and poetic nature than is rofluired in
the highest schools of Oxford or Cambridge. The philosophy of
India obscurea by the dust of ages and the traditions of genera -
tions was faught with delight, wh-on the ancestors of the
Superior Boer and the Superior Englishman werc content to find
theic  highest pleasures in the pursuit of the bear and the
wolf over the marshes and through the forests of their native
lands, When these swme anccstors had had no thought of a
higher lifa when selt presevrvation wax their first law, and the

destruction of their neighbour’s village and the capture of his wife ™

and infant their keenest enjoyment, the  philosophers of India had
grown weary witha thowsand years” conflict with  the problems
of oxistence.  And 1t is the sons of this land of light who ave des-
pised as coolics and treated as Kafirs,

It is about time that those who ery out against the Indian
Merchant should have pointed out to them whe and what he is,
Mauy of his worst  detractors are british subjects enjoying all
the privileges and rights of membership in - glortous community.
Po them the harted of injustice and the love  of fair play is in-
herent, and when it affeets themselves, they have no method
of insisting upon their vights and diberties, whether  under
a forcign govermment. or under  their own, - Possibly it has
never struck  them that the  Indian  werchant s also a
ritish subject and  claims the same liberties and  rights  with
el justice.  To say the very least of it, 1f we may be perinitted
to crploy a phrase of Palmerston’s days, it is very un-English
fo claim rights one would not allow to others.  "The right of trade
asan equal privilege has, since the abelition of t}w Eliza be
than monopolics. become  almost a part of the English constitu-
fion, and were any one to mtertere with that right the pri-
vilege of - British citizenship  would  very suddenly come to the
feont, Beeanse the Indian i more suceessful in competition and
lives on dess than the Bnotish mevchant, s the unfaivest and
wenkiost of arguments. The very foundation of English  com-
meree Hes in the fact of our being able to compete more  success-
mlly with other nations. Surf'ly it 1s l’rotw:t/lf:n running to 1 -
ness when English graders wish the state to lotervene to . ~eet
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them against the more suceessful operatiosn ol their rivals, Tha
injue e to the Indians is so glaring that onc is almost ashamwed
of one’s countrymen in wishing to have these men treated as
nauves simply because of their success in trade. The vary reason
ghat they have been so snccessful against the dominant rac, is
sufficicnt to raise them above that degrading level.” (Cape Times
1374/89).

The question resolves itself into this. May the British In-
dians when they leave India, in the words of the « London Times”
< have the same status before thalaw as other British subjscts
enjov.  May they or may they not go freely from one Bnitish
possession  to another and  claim the rights of British subjects in
allied states 7 says the same journal agatni—

e The [n lian Government and the Indians themselves helieve
that it is in Southern Africa that this question of their status
must be  determined. If they secure thae position of British sab-
jects in South  Afriea, it will be almost impossible to deny it to
trem elsewhere. Ifthey fail to secure that position in South
Africa, it will be extremely difficult {oc them to attain it else—
where.”

Thus then the decision of thefquestion will affect not only the
Indiaus at present settled in  South Af-r@ca but tbq wl.mle future
emigration of Indians and alzo thae position of Imh_:m inmigrants
in other parts of Her Majesty’s domintons and nlhefl states,  In
Australis they are endeavouwring to pass laws to restrict the influx
of Indians in these parts. Temporary and loeal relief while ab-
solutely necessary for the cases now before the two governments
tor consideration, will be of no avail unless the whole question is
decided once for all, for *“ the whole body is rotten and not
parts only.” Mr Bhownuggree has questioned Mr Chunberlidn
< whether he will take immediate steps to arvest legislation of
this description by the Government of Natal and other pans
of Her Majesty’s Dowinions in Afrien.  There may yet be laws
and regulitions besi ies what have been alluded to herein aand
which may not be known to us. Unless theret'({re all  such prst
louislation 1s declared illegal and further legisla‘ion stoppel  we
have a very dismal out-look befor- us, for the struggle is unequal
and liow lo1g are we to go on troablins  the eolonid office and
the Indian Government 2. The Times of Indii has been onr Ad-
vocate whon we were alimost  without any. Tho Britisa o nmittes
of the con ress has always work~d in our tehalt. Lo powertul
aid of the London Times has by itself raised us a step  zher in
the estimation of the South Africans. Mr Bliowsug.re- has been



34

< hehalt  evey s1nce he cuh',!'(fq_ P?[ 1(11“1.-’;
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W= the undersigned representing the lndian Commuy-

nity in South Africa here by appoint M, K, Gandhi Esq. of

Durban, Advocate, to represent the grievances the Indians
are labouring under in Sout' Africa beforeithe authorities

and public men and public bodies in Indis.

Dated at Duban N .tal this 26th day of May 1896,

Abdool Carim Haji Ade n.
2(DadaAbdoolla & Cr .)
Abdul Cader,
(Mahomed Cassim ’am-
roodeen).

P. Dawajee Mo 1omed.
Hoosen Ca sim.
a. C, Pil ay,
Persee Rvu stomji.
4. M. Tilly.
Hajee Mahon :d H. Dada,
Amod Mal >med Paruk
Adamji Misnkhan
Peerw  Mahomed
A, ¥ Saloojee
Dow Mahomed,
Amod Jer wva Hoosen Meerum
K. . Pillay & Co.
Y1 | 2UsD €W,
e Al aedji Dowji Mograria,
Mc sa Hajee Cassim
G. A, Bassa
anilal Chaturbhai

M. E. Kathrada
D. M, Timol..
AY HeHs dlsia.
Davajee M. Sedat.
Ismail Timol.
Shaik Fareed & Co.
Shaikhjee Amod,
UEHE HIUA AZY,
Mahomed Caasim.
Hafliji,

Amod Hoosen,
Mahomad Amod Bassa
V, A. Essop.
AEHE YA,
Mahowed Suleman
Dawjee Mamad Mutala

. Suleman Voraji.
Ebrahim Noor,Mahomed
Heue YAH Vel 4dl,
Choohurmal Lucheram
Narayan Pather
Vijaya Ragavaloo

Suliman Dawjee.
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