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STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.

) Paper to be laid befdre the Legislative Council by Command of
His Excellency the Governor.

INDIAN IMMIGRATION. |

R e it e

[ In continuation of Council Paper No. 38 of 1897. ]

- Secretary to Resident-General, F. M.S., to Mr. E. V. Carey.

. FURTHER PAPERS

7~ L.t ' . G.0. No. Department. Date.

, ) . RESIDENT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Kuala Lumpur, 1 1th September, 1897.

,{f/ SIR,—I am directed to enclose, for your information, a printed copy of a letter
M;/ from the Acting HeadCollector of ‘T'anjore to the Collector of Tanjore, on the subject
of Indian ImmigratiorJ,\and to ask you to be so good as to return it to this Office.
k 2. The High Commissioner informs the Resident-General that, before approving
-~ . N . of the draft of the new Immigration Enactment, he held a conversation with you on
N i P . . - ! 7 ‘ the subject, in the course of which you told him that, in your opinion, there would be
\ o - ~_j - no trouble in obtaining sound and healthy coolies from India, lor wor_k in the Straits
Yaae . . . Settlements and the Native States, and that you had recently recruited four or five
AR - L P Y - L 1 hundred coolies without any difficulty. In forming his opinion on the proposed new
: ‘ i3 scheme, His Excellency was, to a certain extent, influenced by what you told him. It
R W Y ;\ B - . : ) 9 now appears from paragraph 13 of the enclosed report that of the coolies you
v 4 T -+ : / engaged and w:zre about to bring down from Ind:a, not one embarked, and I am to
' . 8 state that His Excellency is of opinion that, under the circumstances, you should
i Ce e e ; RO have informed him of the fact. : ‘
' ' T R } ’ ) . [ have, &c.,

N o n w3 - K ‘ | A. BUTLER,
- TR AR e e 2 8 . ) Secretary to the Resident-General, F.M.S.

Nl Ny Yo . Py o ony e o Thyg 3 : . . -
. Myr. E. V. Carey b0 Secvetary to Kesident-General, F, M. S,

. _ 3 | . KuALA LUMPUR,
s . - ; - - ER . 12th September, 1897.
: Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date.
His Excellency the High Commissioner spoke to me in May last for the first

) ". 4 2
. . _ ‘ ‘ 3 { time on :-he subject of recruiting Tamil labour in Indial, whilst l:ldr. IMARJORIBANK'S
. . qolgt * . ~ ' report refers to a visit of minc to that country iz 1895. regret that | cannot remem-
A o R : Torte s SegedT ot ‘ beg what passed between His Excellency art{d my.zelf exactly, but if | said that I had
: - . » . E . recruited altogether from 400 to 500 coolies from India, I rather under- than over-
. R 3 S o . o Y ’ estimated the figure; I recollect telling his Excellency of a successful visit on the part i
o S I S ‘ of Mr. C. MEIKLE, and | have no doubt this gentleman, if approached, will be found to '
. 3 A% ) . 2% endorse substantially all the opinions upon this subject to which I have at any time (
e p AT, i @ N WSRO F given expression. .

‘ 3. 1 do not think Mr. MARJORIBANK’'S remarks call for any comment on my part, ;
\; : s SR AT : o Y - ~—~ F N except where they affect me personally; I had the pleasure of meeting this gentleman |
) - ) cherd 7 A T Ty 2 ) when I was over in India, and was, | remember, a good deal struck with the marked l
T Y . B L preference which he avowed for the system of recruiting ‘ free "" as opposed to “inden-
; tured ”’ labour. He has, however, a number of friends in Negapatam, men who \
would not at all like to see the indentured system go down, and being a very young |
= . S : , . _ man, | imagine he has allowed himself to be talked over, as he is now apparently (
r . S , o . . v e L R Al | " equally strong in the opposite direction. What v'aluez hqwever, is to be attached to !
. o g . ' ’ N\ N oo his criticisms can be judged from the following points in his report. o
- . % : ' % 0 (1) Mr. CAREY............ **spent a considerable sum of money in offering induce-

-y

-, , . & o "( {\ €% s }"J""Q“ “’,ﬁ Py ] N i ‘ - A Y
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&
A N “ “ . L - < .
: L ek o, B A.)d\ M et N A ments to free emigrants.” | never spent sixpence upon any coolies, beyond advertis-
o : ing on behalf of the association in “ The Hindu.” _
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'1 (2) “ At Kumbakonam he informed me that he had got about 400 ‘free’ emi-
rants to accompany him to the Straits.” This is absolutely untrue, as when I met k: §
r. MARjORIBANKS I had only just started on my round of recruiting. '
(3) ** When the time for embarkation came not a single coolie appeared!” Quite ) .
true that not a coolie returned with me, for I was ouly in India about a fortnight, but . 5
close on 100 came over by succeeding steamers with the recruiting agents I had taken -
over with me and whom | had helped to collect the coolies. It does not appear, in my N
judgment, a question of any material importance whether the coolies accompanied
or followed me, as long as they came, but that they came, or at any rate 100 of them A
did, is a fact of which Mr. MARJORIBANKS is, it is to be supposed, unaware, and as it
entirely knocks all the point out of his remark, it is a little unfortunate that he did
not know of it. I may add that I should have secured at least 50 coolies more, had
not one of my men, a Chetty, played me false and spent the money which I gave him
for bringing coolies down to the coast in other ways.
’ (4) Paragraph 15. This resolves itself into an attack upon ‘free labour,”

Colonial Secretary’s Offfce,

14 ol
It is requested that the fol-
lowing number be quoted in e . ‘
the reply to this letter. jSINGAPORE, 13%h Octoncr , 1897.

e e .- o e . e i

ndi 857/97.
but of what use is it for Mr. MARJORIBANKS, or any other individual who imagines he India 5 /

has the whole question at his fingers’ ends, to try and damage us and our system of
recruiting by such insinuations as the following :—

“'That, in spite of the above considerations, the planters in the Native States
are advocates of free labour, points significantly to the possibility that, in practice,
a iree labourer is miscalled so once his employer has got him in the estate.” If this
means anything at all it means that, in the opinion of Mr. MARJORIBANKS, the Native
States planters are so laxly watched by the Native States Government that they are
able to dispense with Government assistance in recovering and punishing runaways,
by doing the same things in an irregular manner themselves, abuses which are of
: course not permitted where the indentured labourer is employed, for, that the coolies
i will bolt and do everything in their power to escape from estates, and evade their '
obligations, appears to be an accepted fact in the mind of this misguided Official. ‘ Referring to your letter of the 6th July forward-

As a matter of fact, what we claim is that our labour is brought to us almost always ) -
by our own old coolies who, havingd returned to India with their savings, bring back )
with them their relations and friends who, being amongst friends, but rarely abscond ; _ I . . e v e e -
whereas indentured labour is all procured tl%rough gprofessional recruit)f’:rs, whose ’ , E - ing copy of the proceedings Of thc 'acras Governnont (0.
sole object is to secure as large a commission as possible for themselves,\for whose . '
purpose any able bodied man or woman will do, and whose interest in the coolies '
ceases as soon as they are passed as “ fit” by the medical authorities in Negapatam. 5678 Public) regerding Indion Irmigrction, I won dircetod bl
The experience of men like Mr. HILL, who has tried both methods of recruiting, is :
well-known, and I have myself, in the public papers, challenged the employers of in- 3 ' i
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dentured labour to instance a single case of an indentured coolie having induced any
relation or friend of his own to come over and work in this country under indentures.
Needless to say my challenge was never taken up.

As regards the employment of free labour in this country, the Government is
itself the largest employer, and isin a good position to judge whether the term “ free ”
is in reality applicable or not, and the records of the Courts, in which Tamil coolies
are constantly engaged in litigation, can be adduced to show whether irregular deten-
tion has been a cause of complaint against employers. That every coolie knows he
can leave at a month’s notice | positively . assert, as scarcely a month passes on any
estate that a month’s notice is not given by one or more coolies of their wish to be 3

aid off; when the month is up, they are handed their wages, and generally return to 3/
fndia, often coming back with their friends after a lapse of time. s 2. I a» t0 add that "lis Lxccllencey the Guverner pur-
Mr. MARJORIBANKS states that he was told that I openly said that one of the . ’ g
chief objections of my “party” was the constant interference of the Immigration ' §“ (
Agent which the employment of such immigrants entailed under the provisions of the ‘
Ordinance. This is quite true. I do object and object very strongly to any Govern- by
ment Official interfering between me and my coolies, planters and their coolies under- 3 |
stand each other very well, and neither desire any go-between. A proper and intelli- :
(gigf?t supe;:{ision .antd fprotection of coolies on the part of Government is quite a ] will be [lad if Yis Ewxcellercey the Governor cf lladreas will
ifferent thing to interference. ‘
. 4. lenclose, for the Resident-General’s information, a copy of some notes* which
I wrote on the subject of recruiting labour in India on my return from that country,
and shall be glad to have it back after perusal.

I have, &c.,

- -
™10

Governor Sir C.35.H.ilitchell, G.C.1.CG. to forwerd, or the

I§
%
L

informmation of the Govermnment of lluadras, ¢o,; ©F corrceplnd-
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gnce with Iir L.V.Carey.

poscs visiting Nogapatam in thoe coursc of Decenbor noxt,and
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E. V. CAREY meantimc,to collect any information as to poszille Ffecili-

. . )y . » N 4
P.5—1 shall be glad to hear whethei thete is any objection to the publication -4,

of this correspondence. ties for promoting emisration to the Straits Sctile~ente

* Not printed.
-’ ) b’
| trat
| . ~ The Chief Sccrctary to the
f
v Governrient of
v’ *
: i i ‘ 7
| \ . ADRAS.
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