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OFFICE OF SURGEON-GENERAL

No. 071%30 % , wITH THE (ovERNMENT OF MADRAS, -
| ﬂ( W //“, October 12?

From

: C.B.,
F@GEON-  MAIOR-[GENERAL o FIBTHORPE,A F.R.C.P.L,
, SurcEoN-GENERAL WITH THE <
GoverNMENT OF MADRAS,

To | | .

Tar Hon’sL® THE CHIEF SECRETARY TO (GOVERNMENT,

Public  DEPARTMENT.

SIR,

With referencé to your endorsement NNo.1825, Public,
dated 2nd September 1897 (herewith returned) referring to
me for report a letter from the Accountant-General comment-
-ing on the system of payment of ration allowance to the
Nurses of the General Hospital, I have the honor to offer
the following remarXs:-— d
2. The system in vogue at present for the rationing
of the Nurses of the General Hospital, Madras, is that a
caterer is selected by the Matron Superintendent with the
approval of the Senior Medical Officer, and this individual
(called for conveniencé the Nurses . contractor though ho
actual contract is entered into with him) undertakes to
provide the Nurses with the articles of diet according to
a certain scale, and is paid the ration allowance drawn for
the Nurses. The Senior Medical Officer, repofts that this
system has been found to be simple, easy and admirable in
its results, and that it would be impossible for the Nurses
to make their own arrangements for supplying themselves
with rations without neglect of their legitimate duties and
consequent detriment to the proper administration of the
Hospital.

3. As‘regards the particular insﬂance dwelt upon by
the Accountant Generél (that of Nurse Byrne) the‘Senior'

Medical Officer reports as follows:-

"Turse Byrne left Hospital on the 6th April 1897.

|
|
!

|



ner pay and ration’allowance Tfor 5 days were drawn at the begin-
"_ning of the following month. The ration allowance was paid to
"phe so—-called Ilurses’contractor as she had of course veen ration-
".od for the days she had been in Hospital. Not returning tg claim
"for the 5 days, the amount undisbursed was refunded by‘éhort
'qrawal the following month. When refundiné, the Agcountant-

‘"General took eoxception to the péy onlyjbeing refunded and wished

"hoth pay and ration allowance to be refunded, but it was pointed\

\/
L

"in feeding the Nurse, and that if the mode of procedure advocated&

"out to him that the ration allowance had actually been expended

"pby him ns the proper one, were followed it would mean that the g\

*contractor would never be paid at all."” f

4. I endorse &ll that the Senior Medical Officef has f

written on this subject. The arrangemént with the contractor is i
‘ made to suit the convenience of the Ilurses as well as in the \ﬂ
\ interests of the institution itself. It does not in the least_\ f

convey the idea, as suggested by the Accountant General, that it

is the intention of Government that it should take the réSponsi

-bility of supplying reations to the Nurses. The action of the

(SRS 55

" rospital authorities in this matter in no way binds Government
and is merely = an arrangement to.protect the caterer from being
unfTzirly deprived of what he had actually spent on feeding the
Hurses.
5. | As regards the three»systems sugcested by the
Accountent—-General in the concluding portion of his letter, I
zm of opinion that none of them would, with any smount of fair-
-ness to the contractor, be workable. I shall deal with each in
% turn.
(1) To lesve the caterer to make his own recoveries
would eventuslly render his position untenable in as much as
the more improvident and reckless among the Nurses would give
him much trouble by not paying the money actually spent on feed-
., =ing them, and would thus soon bring the system.to a close there-
-by putting both the Hurses and the Hospital authorities to con~
-siderable inconvenience.
(ii) To pay a Tixed amount to the Contractor for the

urses, giving them & smaller ration allowance or none at all,

\

“\means in other words to leave- the feeding of the Nurses to the

‘ mercy

|

Cf Bs. 20 a month as the former amount proved ins

mefcy of the caterer. Government quite recently, saw the

necessity of increasing their ration allowance from Ps.15 tO

ufficient to

give them good and wholesome food. Any redtiction in the

ration allowance is therefore not to be thousht of. It

.. ) a
would be a reversal of Government’s recent policy and woul

have very harmful results.
(iii) To recover the ration allowance only when the

] ¢ turn, such
pay is drawn OTr when the Nur;e deas or does not re L,

a. course would be most unfair to the caterer who micht be

kept waiting for payment for an indefinite period.

6 E? In ny opinion an arranrement of this nature

\ shéuld pe left to the discrétion.of the Hospital authorities

or
| : of
so long as it does not contravene any ruleshorders

Government, as otherwise difficulties and inconvenicnces

are sure to arise, and I hope that Government will allow

the present arrancement to continue as thi;gggge

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your'most obedient servant,

(3244;;vfjj£%v4rﬁ/¢“4L—

Surgeon—ﬂajor—General,
Y
gg_Surgeon—General with the Government

of Madras.
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