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Residence for the Government Astronomer at
Kodaikanal : »

Fstimate of Rs. 19,663 for constructmg a — in the Madura district, sanctioned
with remarks.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,

Buildings and Roads.
Civil Works.

Rrap—again the following paper :—
G.0., No. 2950 W, dated 17th October 1896.

Reap —also the following papers :—

From G. 8. T. HARRIS, Esq., Consulting Architect to Government
ief Engi ic W : to the
Chief Engincer, Public Works Department, dated Chepik, Srd Doeombe
1896, No. 4449, ’ Pak, ord December

With reference to G.O., No. 2050 W, dated the 17th October 1896, T have the
honour to submit, for approval, a revised drawing in peneil of the residence for the
Government Astronomer to be erected at Kodaikdnal.

2. The plan has been scen by the Astronomer. A copy of his letter is herewith
forwarded.

3. This plan covers an area of 5,100 square feet, and taking the rate at R i
design would cost Rs. 20,400 to carry out. 8. 4, this

4, If you will kindly obtain general approval to the plan, I will proce .
working drawings and the estimate made out in detail, , proceed to Lave

ExcLosure.

Cory of a communication from Mr. C. MICHIE SMITH, Government Astronomer, Madras, to
the Consulting Architcet to Government, dated 16th November 1896, ’

T return with thanks the skotch of the Kodaikinal house. It scems to me very satisfactor
T have no criticisms to offer, and the only suggestion I would make is that there should be a doc};l:
betweeu the two bed-rooms, so that when they are not both required as such, one might be used as
a dressing-room.

No. 4786 C.

In returning the pencil design of a residence for the Government Astronomer at
Kodaikdnal, reccived with letter from the Consulting Architect, No. 4449, dated 3rd
December 1896, the undersigned has the honour to state that under G.0., No. 2950 W.
dated 17th October 1696, the cost of the building, tncluding out-fouses, must not exceed’
Rs. 20,000. It is requested that the plan may be revised, so that the cost mav be
kept within that sum. 1t is thought that reduction may be made in the size of the
library, dining-room and pautry.

(Signed)  D. McNEIL CAMPBELL, Col,, R.E,,

10th December 1896. Chicf Engineer.
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From G. S. T. HARRIS, Esq., Consulting Architect to Government, to the
Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Chepdk, 19th January
1897, No. 4868.

T have the honour to forward the drawings and estimate for the residence of the
Government Astronomer at Kodaikdnal and to make the following remarks,

2. In your No. 4786 C., dated 10th December 1896, I was instructed not to
exceed Rs. 20,000 for the building including out-houses. This estimate amounts to
Rs. 20,958.

3., I have had two interviews with Mr. Michie Smith, and I have represented to
him the reduction in the sizes of rooms as suggested by’you. He quite agreed that this
might be done in all rooms, but not in the library, which room he tells me will be his
public office and library in which some 2,000 to 3,000 volumes will be shelved. I
have therefore reduced the sizes of all rooms except the library.

4. I would now suggest the approval of the estimate, with the proviso that the
coach-house and stable 'is not to be constructed, should the cost of construction reach
Rs. 20,000. Omitting the coach-house, the estimate will amount to Rs. 19,750.

5. 1 am of opinion, however, that it will be found that this may eventually be
constructed ; the contivgencies of the estimate amount to Rs. 975. -

6. To this is appended alist of rates for some of the items worked out and entered
as the rates in schedule. 1 have arrived at them by careful calculation and actual
information. On the supposition that the whole of the woodwork, roofing, ironwork,
doors and windows were n.ade in Madras and forwarded by rail and road, these items
could be done for the money. I enquired from the Railway authorities and the
British India Steam Navigation Company, their freight for each kind of material.
The former were favourable ; the latter quite unjustifiable in my opinion. Mr. Hughes
very kindly guave me information as to what the carriage would be from the railway
(Ammayandyakanur station) to the foot and up the hill.

Memo. No. 733, Public,

With reference to G.0., No. 360 W., dated 5th February 1897, the Chief
Engineer, Public Works Department, is requested to consider a suggestion that has
been made that the estimate amounting to Rs. 20,958 for constructing a residence
for the Astronomer at Kodaikdnal might be reduced to Rs. 20,000 or less, if all the
woodwork and ornamental work required for it were prepared in Madras under com-
petent supervision, and to give his opinion whether the suggestion could be adopted
and whether the object in view would be thereby attained.

Forr S1. GEORGE, (Signed)

A. R. KNAPP,
24th March 1897.

Jor Chief Secretary.

Memo. No. 2776 C.

Referred to the Consulting Architect for very early report. The estimate is
enclosed for reference.

(Signed) C. IL. B. BURLTON,

5th June 1897. Jor Secretary to Government.

Office-note from the Consulting Architect to Government, dated 11th June
1897, No. 653.

Without doubt all the woodwork, doors, roof of corrugated iron, could be made
in Madras, put up in numbered packages and sent to Kodaikdnal by rail and road, for
less than the estimated rates. If the masonry work can be constructed at the rates
given by Madura division, then the work will cost considerably less than Rs. 20,000.
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hief Enginecr,

———— e

Memo. No. 825 D.

Forwarded to the Public D :
No. 733, dated 24th March 1897, © 0 ©°% “PPTOval with xeference to mero,

(Signed) D. McNEIL CAMPBELL, Colone] R.E
y R.E.,

Secretary to Government,

16th July 1897.

G.0., No. 1009, Public, dated 28th July 1897.
Read—the following papers ;—

From the Government Astronomer, dated 18th February 1897, No. 49,
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Memorandum from the Public Works Department, No. 825 D., dated 16th July
1897.

Aspstract.—Forwarding letter from the Consulting Architect to Government submitting the
plan and estimate for the residence of the Groverniment Astronomer at Kodaikénal.

L]

Order—No. 1009, Public, dated 28th July 1897.

The estimate is approved subject to the remarks below. The Public Works
Department will be requested to carry out the work with the least possible delay.

(1) Mango wood should be used for the less important doors and the flooring
unless, in the latter case, teak can be provided without exceeding the estimate limit of
Rs. 20,000.

,(2) Chunam work round doors and windows should be omitted.

3) In the four bath-rooms one of the small top panels should be glazed, the

other fitted with perforated zine, and the windows omitted.
4) The window in the dressing-rvom is so placed that, when there is a dress-

ing table of ordinary size in front of it, it will not be easy to pass through the door
into the bath-room.

This defect should be remedied. ‘
(6) Chunam-plastering in the subsidiary buildings should be omitted, as it is

very expensive on the hills and unnecessary.

(6) The panelled ceiling should also be omitted, if necessary, to effect a saving.
(True Extract.)

(Signed)  F. J. WILSOX,

Jor Chief Secretary.

Orper—No. 2355 W, dated 25th August 1897.

The estimate amounting to Rs. 19,663 for constructing a rezidence for the Gov-
ernment Astronomer at Kodaikdnal in the Madura district is sanctioned for immediate
execution. An allotment of Rs. 12,000 for the work has been made ir the Imperial
Civil works budget for the current year.

2. All the materials, except the masonry, will be prepared at Madras by the
Consulting Architect and forwarded to Kodaikdnal. The work itself will be carried
out by the Executive Engineer, Madura division.

3. Attention is drawn to the remarks in G.0O., No. 1009, Public, dated 28th July
1897, recorded above. The Consulting Architect will report the probable saving that
can be effected by carrying out the alterations proposed by the Public Department.

4. The estimate should on no account be exceeded.
5. This sanction has been registered as Imperial No.1 W. of 1897-08, and
classified as Civil Buildings —Original W orks.

(True Extract.) -
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