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Reoords.

Becording letter from the Government of India forwarding copy of correspondence with the
Seoretary of Ntate on the subject of the proparation of Press Lists in India of the —
Governwents of India, Madras and Bombay. B 19 of the — of the
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT,.

——————

Reap—again the following papers :—
G.0., No, 262, Public, dated 4th April 1891,

ApsTrACT.— Passing orders on Despatch from the Secretary of

'Wlth {3 2 12 P .
Press Lists” of the most ancient records now in possession Sate ro

adrag Government

G.0., No. 592, Public, dated 17th July 1801,

Asnstracr.—Directing that the Secretary of State be f

Lists of ancient records now in possession of this Governm urther addressed r

ent,

G.0., No. 8§88, Public, dated 20th October 1891.

Apsreacr.—Directing that the instrueti
¢ ons of the Seer
the preparation of Indexes and Press Lists of the records g?lfﬁzriﬁzr&ate be followed regarding

a8 Government.

G.0., No. 1052, Public, dated 23rd September 1896.

Apsrract.—Recording certain papers regarding the Press Lists for the Secreta £8
etary of State,

Rrap—also the following paper :—

From L. M. THORNTON, Esq., Deput
N, Fsq., Deputy Secretary to tl ; :
Home Department (Pul)lie;, to the Chief Sdocr(;t:n}; S)OZELH?‘IGM of India,
Madras, dated Simla, the 6th August 1897, No. 1647, rovernment of

I am directed to forward, for the information of the Government of Magd
- adrasg, a

copy of correspondence with H ]

3 i er Majesty’
Secretary of bt‘flte for India on the s}xfstge:
of the preparation of Press Lists in Iri]dia

of the reeords of the Gove
India, Madras and Bombay*fVOruments of

———

Despatch to the Secretary of State, No. 21, date
the 21st April 1897, J » No. 21, dated

Despatch from the Secretary of State, No. 13
dated the 3rd June 1897. d e

ENCLOSURES.

Despatch from the Government of India, Home Department (Public)
?

Honourable the Secreta . > to the Rie
No. 21. ecretary of State for India, dated Simla, the 21st April 1 é?)};f

Y ! I . y :

in which, with re ¥ noted
Despatch from the Secretary of State, No. 41, ment of 1\’“' G. V‘}folf'?)?sf to the elnp]c)y.’

Y st on )
nected with the earcer of (,ordw(()‘I{FVSGQ:I?é

with the Indian Mutin .

invited our attention to )tzhechg:;rig?fdsh’P
laying down rules similar to thege qldlty of
by the India Officc for rerrulaﬁ‘nfpted
issue of historical publieatiunt.’s hag 10 the
Government records.  The pyleg et ipon
to by Your Lordship, whicl, tes referred

upon those adopted by the Public Record Office in England, are deseift? ?O_delled
ed 1n the

Public (Records), dated the 18th July 1893,
paragraph 2

Despatch to the Secretary of State, No. 72,
Public, dated the 21st October 1896, para-
graph 4.

Despatch from the Secretary of State, No. 37,
Public (Kecords), dated the 8rd December
1896, paragraph 3.

s

of th Mquestmg to be supplied

elative to the Press
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i The extract from the report describes the nature of the Press List (viz., *“a complete :
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report of the Departmental Committee of 1888. An extract from this report was
forwarded with your Despateh No. 37, Public (Records), dated 3rd December 1896,
in which you suggested that it would probably be convenient if the form of Press List

employed by the Madras Government were adopted for the Imperial Record Office. \ E

list of documents with some indication of thei}" flaxtes and c_untents »Yy and the Calendar
(* & much more bulky and elaborate work, giving a pr'écls.of nearly. every’:locument
of importance, or & roferonce to some publication 1n which 1t may be found 7).  Both
the Press Lists and the (‘alendar arc prepared by clerks without extra remuneration.
No further work 18 undertaken by the English Record Of'ﬁce, which leaves the com-
pilation of histories to non-official students. It seems from the correspondence to
whicl we have adverted to be Your Lordship’s opinion that the pla'ee of works such
as those compiled by Mr. Forrest should be taken by Uaxlfndars: founded on Press
Lists, both of which should be prepared 1n this country. We desire, however, before
acting on this assumption to invite a reference to the correspondence mentioned below
which has previously taken place on this subject.

t Cross in 1888, in enclosing the report of the Departmental Com-
mittee, observed that the Press Lists if
prepared both in England and India
would probably enumerate many dupli-
cate documents, and suggested that it should be (:onsider?d’ whether the calendaring
should not be done entirely in lingland. Lord Dufferin’s Government (Despatch
No. 43, dated 4th August 1888) replied giving their opinion tha)t the India Office
should complete its Press Lists for a particular period, that the Press Lists should
then be examined in India and copies of any Jocuments not shown in them be sent

. DY
home, and that the calendaring should be done 1 1

ngland from the completed Press
Lists. In Docember 1890, Lord Cross
Despateh No. 98, Publie (Records), dated the
31st December 1890,

sent to us a copy of the India Office Press
List prepared up to 1636 (in which a few
early documents existing at PBombay had been included), and asked that he might be
supplied at un carly date with similar Press Lists of the most ancient records in our
possession, m order that the records missing in Fngland might be included in future
Dross Lists of the India Office.  The sume request was addressed to the Governments
of Madras and Bombay. Lord Lansdowne's Governmen§ in their Despatch gequefsti/x{ng
sanction to the permanent retention ot M.
Def};gtfh N(:,' 32’ famd the 1ith February g rrest as ()Iﬁogr in charge of the records
>% parngraph = of the Government of India at Caleutta,
noticed the inercase of work to be done in India which was involved by Lord Cross’
request that separate Pross Lists should be prepared here for inclusion with the lists
compiled at the India Office before they are printed.

3. A Press List of India Office Records from 1700 to 1750 was transmitted to us
with Sir Ienry Fowler’s Despatch No. 18, dated 22nd March 1894, but no Press
Lists for the intermediate years between 1630 and 1700 have reached us. This is

rohably in consequence of the decision mentioned in Lord Cross’ Despatch Np. 12,
Public (Records), dated 4th June 1891, to the Government of Madras, that, while the
compilation of Press Lists relating to the seventeenth century shquld not be discon-
tinued, the preparation of the lists for the early years of the eighteenth century,
which are of greater intercst to the student of Indian History, sb .uld be at once
commenced,  Lord (‘ross added that it was his intention that, as soon as a certain
amount of progress should have been made with the eighteenth century repords, they
should be calendared, and he requested the Madras Government to expedite the pre-

aration of its Press Lists for the eighteenth century, so thut they should be available
for the calendaring. We observe that the India Office Press List from t}xe earlicst
dute to the year 1830, in its final form as sent to us with Lord Cross’ Despatch
No. 32, Public (Records), dated 16th April 1891, included also “notices of all

documents extant in India for the same periud.” ~

4. Thus, while Your Lordship’s most recent directions seem to imply that
Calendars as well as Press Lists should be prepared in this country, the arrangement
as previously communicated to us was that Press Lists only should be prepared here,

¥

—

9. Viscoun

Despatch No. 30, Public (Records), dated the
31st May 1888. ‘
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and that they should be sent for incorporation with the Press Lists prepared at the
India Office, where the calendaring would be carried out. We would now ask for
definite instructions as to the plan which 1s contemplated, and we would observe with
reference to paragraph 2 of your Despatch of 18th July 1895 that if, according to
the original intention, Press Lists only are prepared in India. these would not be
compilations of the same nature as those which Mr. Forrest has prepared.

5. Adverting to the suggestion in Your Lordship’s Despatch of 8rd December
that the form of Press List employed by the Mudras Government should be adopted
by us, we would observe that a comparison of the Madras list with the India Office
Press List (1700—1750) received with Sir Henry Fowler's Despatch of 22nd March
1894 shows that the former is a far more full and elaborate record than the latter.
1f the Indian lists are meant for incorporation with the India Office lists, it seems
doubtful how far the more detailed form is suitable for the purpose. We shall,
however, direct that the Madras form be adopted for the Press Lists of the Caloutta
records if Your Lordship considers this course advisable.

6. In conclusion we would observe that we understand that the order of docn-
ments in the Calendar as well as in the Press List is intended to be chronological, and
it appears to us therefore that these publications could not supply the place of a
connected work (such as those of Mr. Forrest) on a particular subject. As a rule, no
doubt, the preparation of such works may be le_ft to th(? industry of private students,
but this cannot, at present at all events, b_e relied on in this country to the same
degree as in England. It was explained in our Despatch No. 72, dated 21st October
1896, that Mr. Forrest’s compilation of papers relating to the military operations for
the suppression of the mq‘qny was undertaken at 'the nstance of the late Sir George
Chesney when he was Military Member g)f the Governor General’s Council and that
the work is of great military and historical value. It seems to us that we should
reserve the power to initiate for sufficient reason the nndertaking of such compilations,

and that this subject should be regarded as one apart from that of the preparation of
official Press Lists and Calendars.

Despatch from the Right onourable the Secretary of State for India, to His Excel-
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General of India in Council, dated
India Office, London, 3rd June 1897, No. 13, Public (Records).

Tn your letter in the Home Department, No. 21 (Public), of the 21st April last,
you ask for definite instructions as to the plan which is contemplated for dealing with
the Government records in India and England. It is proposed to proceed as follows.

9. Press Lists should be prepared in India of the documents at Caleutta, Madras
and Bombay, and should be sent Home from time to time with the view of bein

: 2] . g
incorporated with the lists of records at this office. As to the form which these lists

should take, I adhere to the suggestion contained in my Despatch of the 3rd Decem-
ber 1896, that they should follow the example of those already prepared in Madras.

3. The Calendars will be undertaken in England, leaving only the Press Lists
to be made in India.

4. Tt is not, however, intended to preclude your Government from sanctioning

occasionally official publications based on the records when that course appears
desirable upon public grounds.

Orper—No. 1226, Public, dated 15th September 1897,
Recorded.

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

Exd. A. F. Ecoleston.
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