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‘ No. 1133
N 5'
Frowm
DEXNZIL IBBETSON, Esq, C.S, C.s..,,
Secretary to the Government of Indza,
To

THE HONOURABLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,
STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.

Dept. of Rev. & Acri,

Emigration.

Stmla, the 24th Tuly 185g7.

SIR,

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No, 3438-97,
dated the 20th May last, with which was enclosed a copy of papers regarding the
desertions from, and the mortality on, the Gula Estate, Perak.

2. In reply Iam to state that the Government of India are content to leave to
the discretion of His Excellency the Governor the question whether a Committec
of enquiry should be appointed or not. It is presumed that in the event of such
a Committee not being appointed, the Indian Immigration Agent will be instructed
to keep a careful watch over the Gula Estate, and to sec that a proper schedule
of task-work is drawn up and obscrved.

3+ The inability of the labourers to perform the agricultural work required of
them and their inaptitude for manual labour point to the necessity for greater
care in the recruiting of labourers for that Estate, and this might in the opinion
of this Government be pointed out to the management,

4. I'am also to bring to His Excellency’s notice that the papers enclosed
with your letter under reply show that on the Gula Estate the practice condemned
by the Straits Labour Commisssion of 1891,
of issuing rice only for those days on which
a labourer actually worked, was in force, and that the deprivation of food to which
coolies failing to do their day’s task were thus exposed, seems to have had much
to do with the desertions and the death rate, It would appear that under Art, 72
of the Perak Order in Council, No. g of 1895, an employer is not permitted to
make deductions from the wages of a labourer unless such deductions have been
confirmed by the Immigration Agent. The Government of India would suggest
for His Excellency the Governor's consideration that the practice above referred

Paragraph 348 of the Commission’s Repart.
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 on the Gula Estate 1s, i1 1t does not expressly contravene any cxpress provision
of the law, opposed to the spirit of Art. 2. The Government of India are in

agreement with the Straits Labour Commission in condemning the practice. No. $158-97, dated Colonial Sceretary’s Office, Singapore, the 20th May 1397. File No. 6 of
- . . . 1897.
[ have the honour to be, TFrom—C. W. S. Kysnerstey, Esq., Acting Colonial Secretary, Straits Scttlements,

S To—The Seceretary to the Government of India, Department of Revenue and Agui- Serial No. 4.
IR, culture, Cualentta.

In continuation of my letter of 12th March with regard to a eommunication
from the Government of Madras relative to the prevalence of descrtion and
DENZIL IBBETSON, mortality on Gula Estate, Lam divected toinfprm you that Ifis Excellency the
Governor ealled upon the Resident General of the Ilederated Malay States for
a report on the subject, and I now attach copy of a letter rcceived from him
dated 4th May, enclesing further correspondence with reference to Gula

Your most obedient Servant,

Secrctary to the Government of India.

Lstate.
» -
. b 9. Ttis satisfactory to lcarn that, under the new Manager. the condition of .
No. 134 - matters on that Estate has greatly improved, and, as the Indinn Immigration
6—5 Acent is now quartered in that district, T trust that there will be no further
: C e arounds for complaint. '
Copy, together with a copy of the letter to which it 1s a reply, forwarded to o L N :
the Government of Madras for information in continuation of the correspondence 8. During the first two months of th?l present yem{ there were oniy 9 ‘a
wndi ; : s s : d aths on the Lstate, which gives a mounthly average of 2:5 against €53 1n *
ending with this Department endorsement No. *'%, datc.‘(’lst"hc.'17th April 1897.- 806, J S Y 5 3
. : B
> . DBy ‘order, Desertions too have been far less frequent, and Iis Excellency the Gover-
I T SR ot ) nor has therefore not deemed it necessary to appoint a Committee of Enquiry,
/o ' ' . . . . . d . . N
/o ' 7 but he is quite prepared to do so if the Government of India consider it is
: ‘ f v . » .
desirable that a further enquiry should be held.
Offg. Under Secy. to the Govt. of India. -
ResipeNt GENERAL'S OFrICE, i
SELANGOR, MALAY PeNINSTUTA, A
3
4th May 1897. g
No. C. 8. 1010-97.
Siz,
With reference to correspondence 89£-97 and to your letter of that num- v

ber of the Tthinstant on the subjeet of the desertions and hich death rate
among the Indian immigrants employed on the Gula Estate, I have now the
honour to forward copics of all recent correspondence on the subject.

2. In my minute of I1st March 1857 on 1L C. 543-97, T have already
stated that T ordeved the enquiry, now desived by the Government of India,
to he held in November last, but as the Munazer of the Estate was fimmediately
suspenaed T thoueht it better to wait rather than take at that moment a s‘.ei)
that must have embarrassed his successor.

3. The conclusion T come to on the papers of which copies are now enclos-

ed is that, though the Medical Ofticers of the Perak Government visited the
Guln Bstate eighteen times last year, and the Assistant Indian Tmmigratioa

. Agent twice, 16 was elear that the Manager was so unpopular thet he eoaid
not keep his coolies. The character ef wne evidence ol the deserters examb o,
however, shows that they ran cway to beiter themselves, and beeavse they
didd not Like hard werk., That will alwavs De a complaint from i\'z‘;mi;’can‘.‘.ﬂ
who are not agriealturists veed to the changlol Gnamoti).

4. There is evidently a diftenlty in dealing with thoze who 7o not o+
| to work and yet are not il AL present the Manasor does not appear o le
j hourd to feed them, thoneh HreoBoyd says they ave olten given wirition ordes

fepeat) for vice when they ave not cavuet them.
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5. Therc is a great improvement in the state of matters sinee Mr. Bovd

. Al . . . . .
went to Gula, and as the Perak Indian Immigration Agent is now quartered

in Krian, T trust there will be no further eause for complint. If Your Excel.
lency or the Government of India desives that a Committes of Enquiry be
appointed, T will ¢ive the necessary directions ; hut as the death rate was not
extraordinarily hizh and the desertions are now much fewer, I do not myself
think there is any special need for it. Besides, as 1 have already pointed out,
the desertions do not seem to have heen caused by illtreatment.

I have, &e.,

(Sd). IV A, SWETTLNIIAM,
Lesident General,
Federated Malay Stales.

The ITon’ble
The Colonial Recretary, S.8,

Singapore.

Coplics of all receut correspondence on the subject of the deserlions and high
deall rate anmiong the Ludian Iminigraits employed on the Gulae Estule,

Lerak,
British Resident, Perak.
For report.

(Sd.) A. B.

Ist March 1597.

Resident General,

I enclose—

(1). Mi.nutc by Indian Immigration Agent, 21th 3Iarch 1897, cover-
lllb—

(2). Notes of evidenee taken on the Gula Estate, including that of the
Medical Ofiicer.

(7). Return of desertions.

(1). Return of deaths.

(5). Copy ol my telegram to the Indian Immigration Agent, Gth April
1407,

(6). Iis telegram in reply, 7th April 1897,

2. I 1o not like to detain this paper, but you may require further informa.
tion, and l'\\'lll return wy copy of this paper to Indian I umizration Agent for
additional facts.

S. T do not understand the Medieal Officer’s statement, which I have
marked, as to non-supply of regular food, nor the Indian Immigration Acent’s
telegraphic explanation 1n answer to my enquiry by telegram.  As I read part
V1ol the Indian Tnmnuieration Ovder in Cowneil, 1505, all indentured coolics
must he supplied by the Manager with proper rations.

4. Only 7 deserters were examined. Tenorance of the faet {hat they would
have to do changlkol work, and their inability to do it, sickness and the news
that higher wages could be obtained clsewhere, arc allezed as causes of deser-
tion. '

5. A new Manacer was appointed towards the end of last year, and affairs
as rezards desertionapprar to be improvine, 1 have some reason to believe that
the Luge number of desertions is, to a considerable extent, due to the unpopu-
larity of the late Manzger.  Sce the return of desertions.

S
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6. In the return of desertions no entries are made under September; the
figures cannot be found. From the Annual Report for 1896, written by the
same oflicer, I find that the total descrtions for 1896 from Gula were 661 ; if
that is correct, the desertions in September must have amounted to 59, and
I have added that figure in the return in pencil. The desertions in 1895
There were 1,305 indentured coolies on the the Gula Tstate

amounted to 626.
on the 31st December 18v6.

7. Deaths.  From the same Annual Report T find that in 1896 the death
rate on the Gula Bstate was 4°78 per cent. in 1896, 431 per cent. in 18935 and
§-39 per cent. in 1894,

8. Only two visits of inspection were paid to the Gula Estato during 1896
by the Indian Immigration Agent.

9. Tamnot able to give the number of visits paid by the Government Medi-
cal Oflicer at present.

(3d.) W. II, T.

8th April 1807.

British Resident, Perak.

I have sent youa wire, copy enclosed. Please report further when you
get repiy.

I think the Perak officer is Assistant Indian Tmmigration Agent.

Iow often did the Indian Immigration Agent (Penang) visit the Estate

in 1896
(sd) T. A S.

12th Aypril 1897.

Yesident General.

No reply has yet been received from the Manager of Gula Estate to the letter
addressed to him by the Acting Sccretary to Government in aceordance with
your telegraphic instructions of 12th April 1597. But enclosed is a copy of
a lefter from him to the Indian Immicration Agent, S8th April 197, Dearine
on the same subjeet, the supply of food to coolies.  When his letter is rcceive(t
it shall be forwarded to you.

2, I now enclose copy of a minute by the Indian Immigration Agent
dated 14th April 1897, replying to queries I had addressed to him ; copy of
the Manager’s letter referred to above and corrected Estate Returns 2.

3. The explanations as to food supply are still unsatisfactory. The Manager’s
cxpected letter may clewr the matter up.

.4.,113 of the Indian Immigration Agent’s minute refers to my query as to
coolics’ food.

5. You will notice that all the requirements of Part VI of the Order in
Council are not strictly carried out. You wish that they should be ?

6. Visits of Indian Immigration Agent. When I was Secretary to Gov.
ernment, visits were paid quarterly, and the report of the Assistant Indian
Immigration Agent and ().f the Medical Officer who accompanied him were
regularly gngctted._ I thmk. 'quarterly visits should suflice, with oceasional
irregular visits,  Eighteen visits were made to Gula Estate by Government
Medical Officers during the year,

7. The Protector of Tndian Immigrants, Penang, paid no visits to Gula
Estate in 1896.  This information is given by Resident Councillor, Penang.

8. The title of the Perak Officer is Indian Immigration Agentvide Gazctte,
15th January 1897,

16th April 1897. W. H. T



4

Ask the Legal Adviser whether the Manager is obliged by law to supply
food to statute immigrants.

A S
Legal Adviser.
Please say.
29nd April 1897. A D,

Fesident General,

Section 45 of Order in Couneil No. 9 of 1895 says that the rations are
to be supplied at * wholesale current market prices.”

o

. This clearly implies that the statute immicrant must pay for them.

o SC({HOH 48 says tlmtrif a statufe immiceant be received for medieal
’rrmh.nm}t ina ('10\'01‘mnent Hospital the expense attending his feeding shall
be paid for by his employer.

-

4. As r‘vgnrds a statute immigrant who is not in hospital, and does not
pay, I can find nothing in the Order in Council to compel the Manager to
supply him with food.

5. In the present ease the Manager issned a daily “surat” for work done,
and accepted this, in place of cash, for payvient for the price of food. There does
not appear to me to be anything illegal in this.

22rd April 1897. T. II KERSITAW.

Copy of a minute by the Indian Immigration Agent, Peralk, dated the 24Lh
March 1897,

Seeretary to Governinent.

T put up two returns giving the number of deaths and desertions from
January 1596 to the end of February 1897 on the Gula Istate,

The number of desertions in September 1896 T am unable to give as I
cannot find the returns in my office records.

2. From these returns it will be scen that matters have consideralbly im-
proved this year.

3. I enclose in oviginal the evidence taken by me of several of t{he deser-
ters on the Dstates as well as that of the Medieal Officer in charee of the
Estute IHespital (Mr. Lineole) on the occasion of my visit to the Gula Iistate
on the 15th of this month.

Mr. Lincoln aftributes the hich pereentage of nmortality amenost the
ccolies to the faet that o lurge number of them on their mvival Lewe npe not
accustomed fo sericaltural work, which, wlhien they Lave (o perform, tells con-
siderably on their health, resulting in debility or diarvheen,

Thesa complaints show the Jarsest number of deathis. Most of {1 eoolics

T exarmined informed me that when they were on oecd in Tndin thay were not
told taey would be recnired to labonr oo Esteie oo Uado ehanelol work, but
that th(.‘.v would get sl work to ol on which they were enraoed in
Judia stuch as shoplerning andeart driving. Some of the deopters 1hvo told
me that thee desertd beevese they found the worloon the Batate too trving
ol ever havine done sueh werk Tefove, and on Tramn’ e from veople in Tani
ont<ide the Lsiate imd Hohder worls condd be obininid elsewhere and on hicher
waoes thov were ead o T away acd thus oot rid of the Clinenekol 1o

: ' oAt
whicl they so noeic objeet oL
01 vgie s reiinres ean hoplaced dn the ctvements of the eoolioes,
SeeILs Lo e theo ke ol e o suel s hcboaedaliy and number ol

‘-J}h‘w
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desertions is that the coolies Lave to perform labour to which they have never
been accustomed in their own country and learn for the first time on their
arrival herc the nature of the work for which they were engaged.

I am, however, able to report that during the first two months of this
year there were only 9 deaths, which gives a monthly average of 25 against a
monthly average of €55 in 1806. Desertions also show a considerable decrease
on last year, as will be seen from the return enclosed. '

I regret I have been unable to send in my report earlier.

I have had no assistance in my office, the only clerk having been ovdered
to report himself to you soon after his arrival here and before I had taken over
the records of the Department, and his successor has not yet arrived.

E. B.
24t March 1897.

Evidence taken by the Indian Immigration dAgent, Perak, Gula Lslate,
on the 15th March 1597.

John Henry Lincoln states :=—

I am the Medical Officer in charge of the Estate Hospital. On the
arrival of statute Indian immigrants on the Estate, I hold an examination of
each one. As a rulc they are a healthy lot, but it is not long after their arrival
that many of them are admitted into hospital chiefly for debility or diarrheea,
from which a large number of the coolies have died. I am of opinion that the
main cause of these complaints is due to the fact that these coolies are not

. accustomed to agricultural work which they have to perferm on the Estate and

they are therefore not able to do their work regularly. The result is they
cannot obtain that regular supply of food which is very necessary for them
especially when entering upon WOI‘k. new to them. They thus become much
distressed and run down in constitution, and it ends in great debility or severe
diarrhcea which carries off many of them. I give the cases my very best atten-
tion, and the Government Medical Officer often visits the hospital, and every
measure and treatment is rendered. The other complaints which the eoolies

et are only such ones as the healthiest might get and are due to no particular
causes that I know of. During the rainy seasons although the water supply
on the Estates is plentitul and good, it is impossible to keep the coolies from
drinking water wherever they may find it and no doubt this brings on some of
their complaints. I cannot attribute the high mortality amongst the coolies in
the past to any other causes. That is all I had to say.

Papu (female) states ;=

I am a statute Indian immigrant coolic on the Gula Estate. I have been
here about a year. Iam married, but my husband has run away about two
months ago. 1 get everything I want on the Estate. I get cnough to cat
and am paid my wages regularly. An old coolic on the, Istate asked me and
several other coolies, women, to leave the Estate some months ago and go with
him. He told me he could get me wages at $9 a month in Deli, and as it was
morc than T am getting here I went with him. His name is Murugan. We
were brought back and he was locked up in Penang. Again, a man named
Parimen told me he knew where my husband was and if I went with him I
would see him. 1 went with him to Ncbong Tebal, but I did not sce my
hushand. 1 remained away from the Estate 6 days and then returned of my
own accord. I am now living with my elder brother. I have no desire to leave
the Estate now and will work out my time. I deserted twice only.

Tailema (female) states :—

I am a statute Indian immigration coolie on the Gula Estate. I have
been here for about 6 months. My contract is for 8 years. I am s
hut left my husband in India. T was put to do changkol work when I came
here, and as I did not know how to do that work, I ran away. A man on the
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Estate named Sadiapen asks] s to 20 with him as his wife to Penang anf] |
went. I was arrested thore and brohght back., T was never tolq inDIndia I
would have to (o changkol work. They tHld ma I wohull bwe to look after carts
a‘nd shops, S0 Leams; Hat 1 WUt O wo ld have to work as a emlie on an
lu.state.. [ did no work inIndia ay my hushanl supported me, quarrelled
with him and wag glad to Teave by, © L

Kupu Naikem states :—

Lam a statute Inlian immizrant on the Gula Bstate, T have been here
{xbout two years ang My contract is fop three yvews., T was a sh(,pke(,l,op
m India and ha Carts. Wien I yas engarad in India they told me [ wogll
have to cuy SUWS over horg and whuld get S 450 a month. I never did
l(:llz?rllg}:ol work in Iudia; When I cams here I bl to do it and T found it very
Ilfrrl(;t’ T)?‘ig"‘;“‘lrgl“‘l’fl{’l-n 11\\‘0“01'10 entiead mo away. I went with my own accord.
st;tute co<?1ie I\w‘l*(qb'l"-‘;L»lqwcrmf out. Tdid not‘tull my cmployer I Was a
Dot £ 1o : ‘5: l‘lL,s C and qum. back to the me;. I ran away again

coause I was put to d“”%”'\f)l work amin, | went to Papit Buntar, Krian, hut
before T 8ot work there, I was arrested by the Estato watchman. I always oot
my food ang Wages ou this Bstate when [ dy my work, e

Ramasamy states ; —

. Tama statute Indian imvnigmnt onthe Gula BEstato I have worked for
> yoars bug the Manuger 601 1y my contract had not yet expired. (T examined
this contract anqd ﬁud.tlmt OWIng to the timo the coolie has heen in jail having
been deducted from hig contract tins, gy provided by the Ocdinance, he hag
Dot yet served his thyee JEUS)  Soonafter I came  here my chost huet mo
m‘ld ‘I could not worlk. I was sittine ono day on the Lstate and the watchman
E:‘iﬁfi mei Aftter [ oup, from jail [ again got sick and ran away to Kuala
. }:t‘a*“ ' Was treated ip Estate hospital tor my complaing, but [ g0t no
DOUICr, 50 1 ran WYY Lot n) bettor in Kuala Kangsae and was a fosl for
running away. The Manager cught my there and [ was brousht back and
charged.  This was when T was poy to the place. I don’t want to run away
Agun. I am contenteq now,

Kolinea states . —

{anl a'statqto Indian Immirrant on the Guala Estato, I have Dheen on
the Estato fop Bne or ten mopg)ys, After T was hop, amomth or two I ran
away. I could not changkol work and my oye wag bal. They told m» in
Tndin T would et easy work gvop eees My oyo was ot bad then, T eannot
see with one ¢ye.  The doctop s attendo ¢, it, hut it is no hottep, Wien
I used tho changkol T could not minige it with gno eye and was alraid
I would cut my les, s T i away ¢y an adjoinine estite where Chinese are
employed.  No one called me theye, I was not &;‘iVO?l fool there nop work, so
L came back to thig Estate, T pan away once ouly. I rvan away beeause I
could not ey well ang "My 2001 eye always hupt me and waler fa]ls from it
whea Lwork. T cannot §og quite well witl my good eye, o

Muntzamy states :—

Iam a statuie Imh'fm_ immigrant on the Gala Estaty 1 have haen working
here ahout tan nonths, I ean away atter I had ey hers aboue two months,
[donos know oy gy s H_ls ch"l.ngk)l and thas s why 1 pran away. [ am
2 wooed cuirmr. l_‘x}';h‘ m%'l 1w Iniin [ wuulil oo, a(l kl‘ldsrof work over here, so
L cune By ey Mg elss on the estate is all richt.  Qaly changkol work T
onjeet to, [ woent (o the wlpoining Estate,  An Loug’s, and [ wag arrested

thevo, L ron away again as T listenc ! 1o whet ofiier coslies told me.  Rama-
suny and Koapusamy told s they eould eot me wor: elsewhere so [ went with
them, They are also eoolies oy this: Estate. Oa oy Way when woe got to

Nurau, we wrie arpestod Ramasamy an | Nupusimy huye 8ot away altouether.
They ave ot hore now, T am not ol the caste that yse the clangkol. 1 want

ichter work.

§ o

)

-y

Singara Vellu states :—

I am a statute Indian Immigranfz on the Gula E.sm_te. I have bcen' here
about one year. I went away four times to find my wife. On one occasion I
was caned in my hands by the Manager. Mr. Stephens, the Assistant Indian
Immicration Agent, enquired into the matter, 1 was in hospital for eight
davs (;Jwing to that caning. Each time I ran away I was arrestpd_and brought
back to the state. My contract is nearly complete(} now and I intend going
back to India to get my wife, She left me. 1 don’t know why,

Taken hefore nie.

E. BURNSIDE,
L I. A, Perak.
15th March 1897.
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Return showiy (ke wember of desertions from the Gula Lstate during the
year 1896 and January and February 1897.

E ‘ 1507.
|
! . -
1800, | Numtbor ! Number
Monti. | convicted. | not ! Total. | Number YEMARKS.
: i arrested. N ) { )
! | Number not Total
\ i convicted, ' arrested, | TOH
! b
|
Januvary 3 Los . L
Y o . 42 R N | 16 16 | Monthly averagze on
Fibruars : : 12 months in 1898
chruary L. | 24 31 35 7o 12 19 —=5508, monthly
Marel ' 3 \ average for Janu-
arch 3R Q 45 . | e ary and February
Aol | | | =17.
1 o e RN ' S i a2 i s
i ]
May . 2 ¢l ow b :
ne ; . |
June 31 3] | 2 . ! )
July ! 5T 26 ! 03 - L
. “
August e | 37 24 ; e .
September ... : L : i 50 . i
!
- \ .
Qctober ... | 30 10 { 40 .
f | ‘ |
November ... LN a1 ¢ 91 | ) . ,
' |
December ,, 1\ 1 63 73 .
‘ r— —— | e———
f |
Torare e 320 242 i 661 7 98 | 95
t 1
! [ A

Return showing the nuinber of deaths on the Gula Islute during the year
1896 and Januwary and February 1897.

Nunber of | Number of
Montbs, deaths deaths YEMARES.
1sub. 1y,

] —

January vee ‘e 1 3 Monthlyaverage in 1896=('58 monthly
average for two months January and

February v 0 2 February 18U7="5.
March 5 .
Apr'il e ves .- 2
May vor 9 .

|
June vos 9 e
Ju]y aos o T 9 e
August . 6
September . i 18 .
October - | 5
November e 7 o
December o ! 8 e

|

—— |

ToTaLs T0 3
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Copy of a telegram from British Resident, (o Indian Immigration dgend,
Parit Buntar.

Have you copy of the evidence you took in Gula cnquiry. Ask Lincoln
for explanation of his statement to cllect that the result is they cannot
obtain that regular supply of food which is very nccessary for them; all
indertured coolies have proper food supplied to them. W hat is state of water
supply in dry scasons. How many visits by Government Medieal Officers
during the period covered by your report. Wire to Tranchell for September
roturns. Is it not the case that the late Manager was very unpopular with
the coolies. When was now Manager appointed ® Reply to first part of
message at once; it is all urgent ; wire replies.

From Indian Immigration Agent to British Resident, 7th April 1897.

I have not copy of Gula cvidence. Coolies get food from shop on estate
on ticket supplied by Manager daily. If coolic does not work, no wages are
due and he docs not get ticket and has therefore to find food himself. This
is, T think, meaning of Lincoln’s statesnent. Ample water supply during dry
season.  Will wire mformation ¢ Aiedieal visits, unpopularity of late Manager
and appointment of new Manager. No recost 7 oliice of these,

Copy of « telegram froin lhe Tesiient Gesersl (o the Dritish Resident,
Pevalk.

Write Managoer, Gula Tistate, enquire if true that rice is not supplied to
indenturcd coolics if they don’t work. Say Indian Government has called
serious attention to desertiors and death rate, 159598, and ask his explanation.
Say matter urgent and important.

Copy of minule by Indian Lamiyration Agent, Perak.

I telegraphed to the Manager of Gula on receipt of the Resident’s telegram
of the 7th and received the enclosed letter in reply.

9. 1 think it will now be seen that what Alr Lineoln intended was not that
the Estates did not provide proper and regular supplies of food, but that the
coolie was unable to purchase, by reason of his not having worked, that
regular supply of food mnecessary for his sustonance.  In further explanation
of Mr. Lincoln’s statement there is the surab system in vogue on the
Estate. A surat, good for 61 cents,is givenevery day to a coolie who has
earned that sum. On presentation of this sgrai at the estate shop where
proper and suflicient rations are always cbtainable, and at Penang market
rates, he gets whatever he wants to that valuc. At the cnd of the month the
advances by surats are deducted from the pay due the coolie and he is paid
the balance. A coolie who docs not work so as to earn a surat has to find his
own means of gettingrations from the shop, and it is to this class of coolie
that-Mr: Lincol referred in his statement.

3. In reply to the Resident’s queries—

(¢) Tam unable to say how it was that only two visits of inspection
were made of thie Gula Estate in 1896, Perhaps the officers in
charge of the Department in 1896 can say. I can find record of
two visits only.

(). Eizhteen visits were made by the Government Medieal Officers
during the year. I have asked the District Surgeon to supply
me with the names and dates, but have not yet received them.

(c). The legal rates of wages are those set out in section 38 of the
Order in Council, iz :—1In contracts for a term less than three
years not less than

for a male, 16 cents a day and
for a female, 11 cents a day.
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In contracts for a term of threc4ocars, not less than for a male, 16 cents a day
for the first 450 days of actual labour on tasks performed, and 18 cents a day
for the remainder of the term of contract, and similarly for a female, 12 cents
and i6 cents a day respectively.

The Gula Estate pays to males 18 cents a day for the first 480 days and
20 cents a day for the remainder and to females 14 and 16 cents respectively
or two cents a day more in each casc than the minimum fixed by law.

(d). Mr. Lincoln has qualified at the Madras Medical College as an
Assistant Apothecary and the District Surgeon, Krian, considers
that he is qualified for the appointment he holds.

(e). See Mr. Boyd’s letter enclosed and paragraph 2 of this minute.

(f). 1 have, as requested by the British Resident, gonc carefully
through cach scction of part VI of the Order in Council and,
with the exceptions to be noted below, all the requirements
of the Order in  Council are being properly observed and acted
upon.

The following are the cxceptions :—

(1). Mr. Lincoln does not hold a certificate from a (Perak ) Govern-
ment Medical Officer that he is qualified as required by section
60 and that he is not a Governwent servant (section 50) and he is
paid by the Estate.

(2). Medicines are not purchased from the Government (scction 51) but
trom Penang. '

(3). A list, as required by section 37 (¢z), is not posted up monthly in
the Estate.

(1). A schedule of task work and approved by the Indian Immigration
Agent bas not heen drawn up, section 37 (/).

Asto (1) and (2) perhaps the Government will consider the present
arrangements sufficient®  With recard to (8) Mr. Boyd, the Manager of the
Extate, mlorms nie thet a lisg has never been posted on the Estate, nor would
it be understood by the coclie. That he hopes it will not be insisted on, as it
will entudl aconsideralie aiwount of extra elerical work without any correspond-
ing advantage to emyployed or ciployer.

I am now drawing up a scheduls of task work, but T feel that it is iMpose
sibie to inchude in it every elass of tusk which a coolie may be called on to do,
and even the same task, uuder different eircumstances, would vary considerably
in value and extent. In the past althouch a schedule bas not been made, I
am informed that the Assistant Indian Immicration Agent was aware of tho
tasks substituted in licu of work by the day.

I do not know of any rules as to the number of visits that should be made
by the Agent, and T shall be glad of instructicns. I Lave made monthly visity
since my appointment to the office.

T am still unable to find the September 1896 defaulters’ return. It may

possibly be in the Secretariat, vide 5276-06. T have, however, obtained a
duplicate from the Gula Istate, and I find the total number of desertions for

that month to be 110.

I have put up amncnded returns of the number of deserters and of deaths
i111896-97, as I find in the one sent in by me there were errors which I only
discovered on receipt of the September return.

(Sd.) E. B.

1ith April 1897

The amended returns give one month nore o 1897, and show a far better

approvenient on the previous ver.

rs
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Amended return showing the number of desertions from the Gula Estate during
the year 1896 and first quarter ending 31st March 1897.

1896. 1807,
Month. . Numher N Number |
o, | it T S T
|
January 33 42 75 16 16
February 19 30 49 7 12 19
March 19 8 27 6 16 22
April 23 8 31
May oot 24 4 28
June 32 31 63
July 30 48 78 von
August 36 28 64
September 62 42 110
October 23 10 33 vee
November 31 31
December 9 63 72
Total 316 345 661 13 44 'r 57

Percentage of desertions in 1896, 4053,

1st quarter 1897, 458,

3 »

Amended return shewing the number of deaths on the Gula Estate during the
year 1896 and first quarter ending 31st March 1897 . '

Number Number
Month. of of
deaths, 1896, | deaths, 1897,
January tes res s resw “es ]- 3
February sos 0 2
March . 5 1
April . 2 .
hIay see san (XX} seae ses 9 vae
June vos 9
July oo o | 8 vee
August vee vee | 6 ..
Septcmber eee e e “ee (XY 18 ..
()CtObEl' vee “ee see s : 5 an
November e | 7
December F 8 e
|
Total } 78 hm
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Copy of letter from the Manager, Gula Estate, to Indian Immigration Agent,
Perak.
2

The Perak Sugar Cultivation Co., Ltd.
Gula Estate, Sth April 1897.

DEeAR SIR,

T have shown Mr. Lincoln your telegram of yesterday’s date, and he
states that in his evidence which had reference to the death rate of the
labour in 1896, his intention was to show that in that year amongst a number
of coolies imported there were many who did not belong to the agricultural
class and who persistently rcefused to work and allowed themselves to fall into

a state of dis-health by making no effort to obtain wages sufficient to purchase . ),_,..W

food for their proper sustenance. They therefore had then, as was their in-
tention, to be taken to hospital for treatment where they received full messing

and every attention.

2 You have misanderstood the sueat arrangement. A coolie, whenever
he hng ryorked for the value of a surat, recsives it. There are a numler of
weekly coolins whe do licht srerk only and yet receive their daily surat.
My hooks o}l show 7ov in many cass coolies” wages show  rice duc.

Pl

¥ eons.dor that you are quite justified in saying that the late Manager
G ey napopnlan with coolies,”

4. My appointment to the management of this estate dates from 1st De-
cemher 18560 Dol ing fo my remarks under paragraph 1, I may add that,
Athouveh v still have o few habitual idlers on the cstate, there are fewer

cases of malingering and the coolics appear more contented.

I am, cte.,

(8d.) THOMS BOYD,
Manager.
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