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/)
GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
PUBLIC DEPARTMENT,
Reap—the following paper :—

From the Hon’ble P. RAJ ARATNA MUDALIAR, Diwan Bahadur, Registrar-
General of Births, Deaths and Marriages, to the Chiet Secretary to
Government, dated Madras, 5th June 1897, No. 265-G.

With reference to paragraph 10 of G.0., No. 1292, Public, dated 8th December
1896, I have the honour to submit a brief report on the work done under the Malabar
Marriage Act IV of 1896 during the year 1896-97.

9. The registering officers of the districts of South Canara, Tellicherry and
Calicut and the Registrar of Assurances, Madras, were appointed ez-officio marriage
registrars under the Act by Pablic Department Notification No. 24, dated tth Decem-
ber 1896, published at page 3, Part 1 of the Fort St. George Gazetle, dated 5th January

1897 ; and the necessary books and forms were supplied from the Governmeut Press
by the beginning of February following. The present report accordingly relates to
a period of less than two months.

3. During this short period, no less than 36 notices were received, of intention
to register sambandhams as marriages under the Act, and 10 of the sambandhams
were registered before the close of the year. Twenty-nine out of the 36 notices came
from South Malabar or Calicut district, o from Tellicherry or North Malabar, and one
each from Scuth Canara and Madras.

4. The sambandham registered in the Madras district was that of the Hon’ble
Mr. Sankara Nayar, who was the first to avail himself of the provisions of the Act.
At the outset, a doubt was raised as to whether the sambandham could be registered
in this district, as it had been actually formed in the Walavanad taluk of Malabar.
As, however, the Hon’ble Mr. Sankara Nayar stated that, at the time of the
gambandham, he was permanently residing in Madras (with hie wife), the registra-
tion was effected in that district,

5. The following abstract shows the caste and profession of the persons who
have applied for the registration of their sambandhams :—
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It will be seen that the Aet has been taken advantage of chietly by the ecurated
clissis — Ciovernment servints, pensioners and vakils.—rostlv Navars, Sy Tivaes
from Azjeugo and one washerman from Tirtala, and three ryots of the Caliut s
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also applied for registration. The registrar of South Canara mentions it as worth

of his sambandham.

6. No objections have been received in any of the cases re istered under the A.
nor has any suit been filed for cancellation of the registration.g o ° Ak

7. A sum of Re. 107-15-0 was collected during the year, of which Rs. 29
(attendance fees) were retained by the registrars, and Rs. 31-8-0 were disbursed to
process-servers. Of the balance, Rs. 43-5—0 were remitted to the treasuries before
the close of the official year, and the remaining Rs. 4-2-0 in April 1897. Rs. 21-6-0
were spent in making notice boards for the marriage registrars of the Calicut distriet.

8. As the Act has been in operation for only a short time, it is too early to pro-
nounce any definite opinion on the various points mentioned in paragraph 10 of the
Government Order referred to above. As regards, however, the appointment of
adigaries and representative members of Tarwads as marriage registrars, there is a
consensus of opinion that such a measure ig not called for at present. The acting
district registrar of Calicut, who isa Nayar of considerable experience, goes even
further and states that these men are illiterate and conservative, and will do more
harm than good as marriage registrars, as they are not likely to conduct themselves

with the tact and discretion necessary to ensure the successful working of the Aect. ;

He therefore suggests that, when the necessity for appointing additional registrars
»otually arises owing to increase of work, Government pensioners might be appointed
to assist.

9. No difficulty has been experienced in serving processes through temporary
process-servers, 1or has it been found necessary to grant any clerical assistance
1n any of the offices. The subject, however, will be duly considered when the next
report is submitted.

10. The marriage registrars of Calicut and Tellicherry have brought to notice
that, in some cases, owing to the restrictive provisions oi section 5 as fo local juris-
diction, considerable hardship has been caused to persons who wish to register their
sambandhams, but could not conveniently go all the way to the registrars having
jurisdiction. In the case of a sambandham already formed, the Act provides that the
registration shall be effected only by the registrar “ within whose local jurisdiction
either of the parties resic.od at the time when the sambandham was formed.” In one
of the cases referred to, the Tahsildar of Cannanore could not register his sambandham
at *hat place, as b~*h he and his wife were residents of Tellicherry when the sam-
bandham was forL.... Similarly it may happen that a vakil practising at Mangalore
may have to go all the way to Calicut to register his sambandham if he or his wife or
both were residents of that district. On the above ground, a High Court Vakil of
Tellicherry, who wished to register his sambandham there, was actually referred to
the registrar of Calicut.

11. I understand from the Hon’ble Mr. Sankara Nayar that sambandhams are
usvally formed at the house of the bride, but the registrar of Tellicherry points out
that there may be cases (though rare) in which the sambandhams might have been
formed at places other than ff%se where the partgs resided. In such cases it seems
doubtful whether the sambandham can be registered by the registrar within whose
jurisdiction it took place if the parties happened to bave resided beyond his jurisdic-
tion. From the heading of the last column of Form A (notice of marriage) appended
to the Act, it may be urged that the legislature probably intended to provide for the
registration of marriages by the vegistrar within whose jurisdiction the sambandham
took place. This is obviously the more natural course to adopt, but I do not think
that t' . wording of the form of notice can be held to override the plain provisions of
the Act as contained in section 5, which distinctly makes the residence of the parties
the basis for determining the jurisdiction of the registering officer. In view of the
difficulties pointed out above, I venture to think that the Act should be amended so
as to afford greater facilities for registering the sambandhams. There is no reasom
why the parties should not be allowed to register their sambandhums before the

of notice that one man regiding in the jungle tracts at the foot of the Western Ghauts |
appeared before the marriage registrar of Beltangadi and applied for the registration |
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2. With re
. . gard to the ;
arri , proposals of the istrar-General -
fnrtht;ragii iy parugruphs 10 and 11 of his let::-? the Government considers that 2
advisable Ptﬂeln ce is gained no amendment of the Act in the direction snlgg'” _
ment is requi 123, however, been brought to notice that in t¥o sootions o877 alludes
to & g ;lote,q““'ed- . Inclause 8 of section 8 an error has crept in. - to anY
such obj 1ee of objection under section 7, while section 7 contains 0o .wfemm:w word
« s@ctioo,il?ftmg It is proposed to ameﬁd the section by su 2‘“‘“‘3 for
19, ig 1o o 204 the figure « 7 the words * the foregoing clausesl - 't 5 prescribed. 1
the Co provided that a petition for dissolution of a sho i
e et Pl e
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uring the ensuing Session.
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