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. Espresses the views of the Government of India on the proposal that emigration to
. the Straits might be freed from all legal restrictions and placed on the . same - footing as
' emigration to Ceylon, X
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FRrROM
DENZIL IBBETSON, Esg., C.5., C.8.1,
Off¢. Secretary to the Government of India,
To

Tue HONOURABLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,
STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.

Df_}ﬂf VRcV. & Agn.
Emigration.

) Simla, the 20th Furv 18¢6.

SIR,

\W1TH reference to the correspondence ending with your letter No. 9180,

dated the 21st November 1893, and enclosures, in which it is suggested that emi.
gration to the Straits Settlements and the Protected Native States might be freed

from all legal restrictions and placed on the same footing as emigration to Ceylon,
[ am directed to forward, for the information of His Excellency the Governor, a
copy of a letter from the Government of

No 292 dated 36th February 18¢6. . .
Madras which expresses the views of that
p a .

Government on the subject.

2. The Government of India are ready to entertain proposals for removing
Al restrictions upon emigration to the Straits, but they desire, in the first instance,
10 learn what labour law the Colonial Government are prepared to enforce in order
to sccure the proper treatment and welfare of the immigrant while serving in the
Colony. | |
- 5. In the opinion of the Governor General in Council some such law is an
cssential condition of free emigration from.India.  His Excellency in Couneil
thinks also that, in addition to the conditions which are stipulated for by the
Government of Madras in the communication enclosed, it should include further
~onditions fixing, in the case of labourers leaving India under contract or
idvances, a short maximum term of engagement at a minimum wage, on the
expiry of which all advances would be held to be liquidated ; and providing
in the case of frec immigrants, that any contract other than a monthly contract
entered into in the Colony shall be for nut longer than a fixed maximum terns, !
must be in writing and endorsed by an authorised oflical, who should 1,
required to explain its terms to the immigrant and to satisfy himself that the
Jatter nnderstands and agrees to them
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1. The Governor General in Council will be glad to receive in due course an
exprc. sion of the views of the Colonial Government on the above suggestions.

‘.

I have the honour to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient servant,

DENZIL IBBETSON,
Oflg. Secretary to the Government of India.
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Copy forwarded to the Government of Madras for information, with refer-
ence to their letter No. 292, dated the 26th February 18g6.

By order,

Under-Secretary to the Govt. of India.
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