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v i1 following Act of the Governor of Fort 8t. George in Council received tile assent
tie 14th March 1896, and that of His

of His Excellency the Governor on t.
Excelleney the Viceroy and Governor-(teneral on the 27th May 1896, and is

hercby promulgated for general information :(—

MADRAS ACT Neo. IV orF 1896,

" An Act to provide a form of marriage for persons follnwing the
. Marumakkatayam or the Aliyasantane Law.

WarrREAs it is expedient to enable persons following the Marumakkatayam or the Presmble.
Aliyasantana Law of [nheritance to contraet marriages which shall be recngnized by
courts of law as lezal marriages "and to provide for the issue of such marriages; It is

hereby enacted as follows :—
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« the Malavar Marriage Act, 1896, and it shall be Titleand
of Madras following the Marn- "PPHOO™
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applicable to all Hindus domiciled in the Jresidency
makkatayam or the Aliyasantana Law of iuberitance.
9. In this Act unless there is something repugnant in the subject or context:
¢ Sarubandham ”’ means an alliance between & man and a woman by reasoun of Ssmtandham.
which they, in accordance with the custom ot the community to which they belong or
either of them belongs, cohaBit or intend to cohabit as husband and wife.
- ¢ Children” means sons and daughters of parents whose Sambandham has been Children
istered as a marriage under this Act, whether born before or after such registration ;
but shall not include step-sons or step-daughters. In the case “T>any one whose

- personal law permits adoption, “ children ” shall include adopted sous and daughters.
' ‘“Marriage "’

Definitiona,
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2 MADRAS ACT No. IV or 1896.

¢ Marriage” with its grammatical variations and co ossi '
. . nate ecxpressions means,
except in section 3, clause (z), the last word of sectiong.‘} clausep (c), section 15

clause (a), and the last word of section 15, rlause (), a & ' }
the provisions of this Act. (), a Sambandhum registered under

¢ Tarwad >’ means and includes all the members of a 101 1 1 i
wad ’ 5 " rs of a joint famil the nif
of property governed by the Marumakkatayam or the Aliyzjwanta.n:1 ;'_;Z:Ltp I;()}f;:'?;nc({

3. A Sambandhamn between Ilindus both or cither of whom follow the Mara-

makkatayam or the Aliyasantana Law i ' i i
. iyasantana Law of Inheritance may be ste this
Act as hercinafter provided subject to the following conditiyons :--I--fglS exed undor

() Neither party must be subj ‘ ~ : :cordi
_ subjeet 10 a personal law of marriage according to
’gilrltcyh he or she, as the case may be, canno® validly coutract a marriageg with the other
(3) The relation of the parti - - s
4 * » parties wmest not be such in respect of consanguinty
21‘ ‘Lﬁcinﬁi} fh'gla Sambandham between them is prohibited by any custom or usage
pphicable to the community to which thgy belong or either of them belongs.

{(¢) Neither party must at the date of ; i
p VS 3 ' ,of the notice under section & have a husband
or wife living whose Sambandham with! her or him has been registered under thig

;;ict. and which marriage is not null andj void under section 15 or with whom she of
e 15 otherwise legally married. "

(d) The partics must not belggg to different communities between the

members of which, according to the custm or usage applicable to either community,

cohabitation is prohibited. it

(fz) The Sambandham must have heen formed in accordance with the customary
ceremonies, iIf any, prevailing in the cepnunity to which they belong or either of
them belongs. N

(/) A party to a Sambandham who is a minor must have obtained the conset
of his or her legal guardian to the registigtion of the Sambandham as a marriage. :

4. The Local Government may arpoint one or more Registrars under this Act

either by name or as holding any oflwp for the time being for any portion of the -

territory subjeet to its udministratiot. The officer 8o appoi{lt,?d shall be-called
« Registrar of Marriazes under the Mahpar Marriage Act, 1396, and is hereinufter

_referred toasthe ¢ Registrar.” The podticn of territory for which any such officer is

appoiuted shall be deemed his district.
Reggtralion.

5. When it is intended to register aiSambandham as a marriage under this Aect,
Loth or cither of the purties shall give nptice in the form {A) to this Act annexed to
the Registrar within whose local jurisdietion either of the parties :csided at the time
when the dambandhan was formed or within whose local jurisdiction it is intended to
form it.

8. The Registrar shall file all such wotices and keep them with th2 records of his
office and shall also foruhwith enter a true “opy of all such notices fairly igto a book
to be for that purpose supplied to him by the lLocal Government and to be called

| % The Marriage Notice Pook.” Such book shall be open at all reasonable times

without fee to all persons desirous of inapecting the same.

7. (1) Every
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. : .. —_ : g Copies of
%. (1) Every Registrar shall on receiving any such notice forthwith cause a copy Copicaof |

thereof to be affixed to a Notice Board in some conspicuous place in his office ; a8d redon
shall then serve or cause to be served at the cxpense of the party giving such notice a intercsted
copy thereof on the other party to the Sambandhan, if both parties have not ]omeg_ u;

giving such notice, on the guardians, if any, of the parties thereto, and on the managing

members of the Tarwads or families to which they respectively belong.

(2) 1f at any time before registration is eflected the party by whom notice was v ithdrawal

given under section 5 signifies in writing to the Registrar that he \Ylthdraws such

notice the Registrar shall, thereupon, at the expense of the party withdrawing the

same, communicate the {act of withdrawal to the persons mentioned in sub-section (1).

8. (1) Any person entitled to receive a notice under sub-section (1) of section 7, Persons

MADRAS ACT No. 1V oF 13896.

X ? . ntitled tay
any member of the Tarwad or family of either party or any persou having any abjeet to
expectancy of succession to the property, if any, of such Tarwad or family of either zgg:é;ﬁm
party may within one month from the date of such service of notice object to such tandham.

registration on the ground that sach Sambandhsm or registration is in contraventio Grounds o

. A . - which objee-
of the conditions prescribed in secti0n 3. tion iy be

taken.

(2) Such objection shall be in writing signed by the person objecting and shall greoqedm_gf
be presented by the objector or his duly authorized ageut to the Registrar who shall Ohf‘em in
file, the same in his office. A copy of such objections shall at the expense of the taken.

% 'ﬁm:zwiiﬁieétor be served on the party by whom notice was given under section 5.

(8) On receipt of a notice of objection under section 7, the Registrar shall not

roceed to register the Sambandham as a marriage until the expiry of four months
$rom the receipt of such notice unless such notice 18 in the meantime withdrawn.
4) If no such objection be made ander this section and if neither party Procodureif

& . . 2 no objection
withdraws the notice under section 7, sub-section (2), such Sambandham may at any iy aren.

time, ot being less than one month nor more than six months from the service of the

notice under section 7, be registered as a marriage.

9. Any person objecting to the intended registration of a Sambandham may, after f;ﬁ:‘;‘;‘)’ay

complying with the provisions of section 8, file a suit in a competent civil court sieasuitina
for a declaratory decree declaring that such registration would contravenc one or more Uivit Court.

of the conditions prescribed in section 3.
‘ Registration

! ' bom such suit is institated shall thereupon give the

et o]ﬁ()i;xs'{ilil:ﬁtgnugdﬁezigzea ‘zertiﬁeate to the ef.fec.t that such suit has been ﬁleq. If %;:3;:%’}%?1
ench certificate be lodged with the Registrar within four months from the receipt of Jeposle
nbtice ol objection, the Sambandham shall not be registered as a marriage under this cortifieato of
Aect till the decision of such court has been given and the period allowed by law for j,apes witn
ppeals from uch dewision has elapsed; o if there be an appeal from such decision, Registrar.
b%l the decision of the Appellate Court has been given or sueh smt or appeal has been
’w‘ithdrai%fn or dismissed for default.

. It such certificate be not lodged within the period preseribed in the last preceding
ndragraph, or if the suit by the objector be finally dismissed or withdrawn the
e Rdmbandbam may be registered as a marnage. .

Vil .y Y . . . -’ D .
+ """ 11, Before 3 Sambandham is registered as a MAITIAZO, the parties thereto and mﬁg?gg:;i

v : : . ; sstrar. sign 8 declaration in the e

" three witnesses shall, in the presence of the Regstrar, 818 i before

.7 form (B) 10 this Act7annexed. 1f cither party 18 & minor, the declaration shall algo registration
A be
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% | 4 MADRAS ACT No. IV or 1896.

':’ﬁ’esi%:gei‘:tlgr‘hm or her legal guardian, and in every case it shall be countersigned by

Begistr 12. When such declaration has heen made, the Registrar shall enter a certificate
certificto of lof marriage 1n a }’)991{ to be for that purpose supplied to him by the Local Government
marriage)n and to be m”l"ﬁi “ The Marriage Certitieate Book ’ in the form (C) to this Act annexed
viann Corti-'and such eertificate shall be signed by the Registrar and countersigned by the parties,

fiato Book.” thrée witnesses und, if either party i< a minor, by his or her guardian also.

R““h"-’:mn." 13. Subject to such rules az mav be preseribed in that behall by the Locat
ata privsto - o ernment, the Registrar may attend at the private residence of the parties oref the

residence. . A i
. gmardian of a party who is a min ¢ for the purpose of such declaration and marnage

. ceriificate book beng sizued by them in his presence. .
Fecapaysble . 14. The Local Government shall prescribe the fecs payable for the duties to b-?g

toLegister. | 3icoharged by the Registrar under this Act.
The Registrar may demand pavipent of any such fee
Sambandham or performanee of auv other duty inrespee )
The said marriage certiticate book shall, at all reasonable times, be open for tl;lsgic];
ition. The Registrar shall furnish certified extracts from the warnage ce{ ct::d‘moh
upont pavment of the fee prescribed by the Local (}m:unml'ent b o
extracts shall be wlmissible as evidence of the due registration a8 marrage

Sambandham therein mentioned.

o
before the registration of the
t of which it is payable.

1) A marriaze shall be llluudVoidonl)‘—— . ey
15. (1) A marriage <hall be B! 1al law of marriage' according to whioh

Marviage (aj If cither party is subject to a persol u ther
T inge with the other.
whennell  he or she as the case may be cannot validly contract 3 MATIAE

i ugh some cOmMMOR
(b) 1f a relationship ean be ﬂ'ﬂwd between tbc." n‘hile.ﬂt]l;:othg;t of great-%:
ancestor who stands to each of them in a nearer re]ahof sugh relationship ® Sambak :
randfather or great-great grandmotber, and by reason 9 applicable to the community
dham between them is prohibited by an¥ custom oF usage 8PP

to which they belong or cither of them belongs.

) .ife livin .
() 1F either party has 8 busbund Z:]:r‘{(i‘lis Ao% and such marriag

party has been registered as a marriage undet 1, whom she or he has beer
and void under clauses (a) and (8) of sub-section f
otherwisc legally married.

(2) A marriage shall not be ipvalid on the gro
registration contravenes any of the grounds l"_“"“”"“d "
specified in cluuses («), (b) and (c) of sub-section (1)-

. . invalid b Brud
16. (1) No marriage under this Act shall be beldf;]{‘l:‘l‘_; to'give nzwe ander’

whose Sambandham with such

1) or wit

ind that the Sambandham'
\ section 3 other than

n 5 or of
it, or by reason of any ir1e

3

potice or 1n comp E
of sections 5, 11 and 12.

(2) But when any person
scction 7o has not been so served,

entitled to be gerved with copy of notice under

i 11 be compe
ik o ion of the Sambandham for camol

ithi .Stiﬂt .. o
within three months from the date of regt o mentioned in section 8. . 4 e
A{anwf‘j

of such registration on all or any of the grou
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MADRAS ACT No. IV or 1896. . 5

\)Y
Maintenance.

17. (1) The wife and children shall be entitled to be maintained by the husband
or father as the case may be. In a civil suit by the wife or ‘children for maintenance,

it shall be open to the husband or father to plead all defences open in such a suait to a
Hindu governed by the ordinary Hindu law. ,

(2) Nothing herein contained shall affect the right of tne wite and children to
be maintained by the Tarwad.

Guardianship.

18. When a man’s wife and children are minors maintained by him or his Tarwad,
he shall, subject to the provision.of the * Guardians and Wards Act, 1890,” be the
guardian of his wife when she is over fourteen years of age and of his children,
provided that such guardianship shall not extend to the right and interest of his wife
or children in the property of the Tarwad to which his wife and children belong.

Drvorce.

19. A husband and wife or either of them may present a petition for dissoluti
of the marriage in the court of the Distriet Munsif within theP local limits s; 0‘;111:;;1;
jurisdiction either the husband or wife or in cases in which one of them alone is

“petitioner the respondent has a permanent dwelling or actually and voluntarily resides

or carries on business or personally works for gain at the time when the petition is
presented.

90. A copy of such application when made by one party alone shall be served
on the other party to the marriage at the expense of the petitioner.

91, Six months after the presentation of 2 petition by both parties or in cases
where the application is made by one party alone six months after the service of notice
under section 20, the court shall, on the motion of the applicants or applicant,
declare in writing the marriage dissolved ; provided that such motion is made within
seven days after the expiration of the six months or. if the court is closed then that
such motion is made on the day on which the court is re-opened. Upon such declara-
tion the marriage shall be deemed dissolved from the date of such declaration ; and no
declaration made under this section shall be held invalid by reason of any irregularity

~ in complying with the provisions of sections 19, 20'and 21. If no such motion is made

within the time hereinbefore prescribed the court shall dismiss the petition.

99, Where a marriage has been dissolved without the consent of the wife, she
shall, notwithstanding such dissolution, be entitled to claim maintenance trom’ the
husband so long as she remains a Hindu, continues chaste, and does not form a
Sambandham or contract a marriage provided that she wus mot guilty of adultery
ancondoned before such dissolution. '

93. Where a man following the Marumakkatayam or the Aliyasantana Law of

. Inheritance dies intestate in respect of his self-acquired or separate property or any

portion thereof, one-half of such property or in the cvent of no member ot his Tarwad
surviving him the whole of such property ghall devolve on his widow if he leaves no
children, or on his children in equal shares 1f he leaves no widow, or on his widow and

. children in equal shares if he leaves both widow and children.

24. Where

Maintenance
of wife and
ohildren,

Guardianship
of minor wi
and children.
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I a Regi ‘
I hprnb . ’ glﬂtl’ar of xurr:fl’(vr wivder At foe rhie L)llt}ld 0‘
S v ﬁ"“ You notieer t}, i | '
ambandham, tween ma Qnd t?;to Lintend registering as & marriage under Act
: N other party herwin named and describesd //::’h
ameg of K -
\'. tlll’;ull and N'.n ot * 1'”“’
Nan.. m:n:hff i e Lo Rank or oy :
mem n,“' © guariine  Polesion Heoa (e . A Lonte _d" ,
thereot. ‘ (fany  ofcalling e
AB .. T | [ .
) ! i
- e o i 7 o A/“/
- .. ‘ ([ E o ' /
Wit T
ness lny\hand, this day of é
A ‘ 184 1,
‘Rigned é
. FORM B:. !‘
‘ 8ection il |
Declarqg; .
ratlﬂﬂ fo he marfy "P"""I I . . ;
L, AB, heroby declae el by the Bridegroom ani hy the Bridt.
88 {ollowy - '
2;; ; oo 8 Hindn 8°Vernod‘:.
W the '
(3) Tham . Years Qf A hl laﬂ' W e hemitancee :"
the condit; " el stration of g
10ns8 p T8 Ol my N : ]
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MADRAS ACT No, TV oF 18496

. c 4 e s Sambeedham between me and
4) 1 consent to the I'lectl&fluu ab e Jiabioag ke 4 . ik to the
if 1l 3 Jaration 1 i s my legal guardian consents to i
J.D. [or, if the party making the declaration is 4 minor, (41;:1 (“Z Jogal &
registration as 2 marriage of the Sarobandham hetween me and L1 70 o .
: i . . S e ] it in making sue
(5) 1 am aware that, if any statement in this declaration 18 f'il\«}‘uﬂ i 11[1 rfl"n 1?;3‘19 o
o 1 i Tove o e r anie
statement 1 cither «now or believe it to bhe falsa ar do net belicve it 1o be trme,
imprisonment and fine.
: 1
{Signed) A.B. (the Bridegroom or Bride).
O ) E.F. (Gusrdian, if any)-
(Countersigned) M.N,,

Registrar of Marriages under dAct
' for the District of

(Bigned, G.H.

. ) LJ.
¢ ) KL

Three wiliesses.

—

FORM (C).
Secron 12,
Marriage Certificate.

1, E.F., certify that, on the of 189 . appeared before me A.B. and .C.D.,
each of whom in my presence and in the presence of three witnesses, whose names are signed
hereunder, made the declarations required by Act and that the Sambandham between them
was registered as a marriage under the said Act in uy presence.

(Signed) EF,

Registrar of Marriages under Act
' for the District of

Signed)  A.B.
CE)  CD.

gSiS‘:ed% (I}JH % Three witnesses. ( » ) M.N. (Guardian, if any).
( :v ) K.L.
Doted the  day of 189 ,
(By order.)
LIONEL DAVIDSON,
Secretary to the Council.

MADRAS ¢ PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY THE SUPEXRINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT PRESS,
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Legislative Department
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C  TIWPARTMENT.

1
'
!

Publi

In'forWarding the accomp.
of' the Malabar Marriage Act,189.
undersigned has the honour to state

the Governor Generdl’s'assent thereto

wasipublished in a supplement to the
Fort St, George Gazette datﬁﬁ 16th Ju
1896,and that the Act hag aecordingly

come iunto Torce with effect from that

date in virtue of' the provisions of

‘section 40 of the Indian Council?
1861 »

2

3 Aci

It will be necessaryvtq issue early
orders in the Public Department (a) ap-
pointing Marriage Registrars‘under

segtion 4 of the Malabur Marriage Act,

(b) directing the SUPPly to such ofiicer-

f "Marriage Notice BookaﬂWQ%BCtion 6)

d " Marrlage Certlfluateﬂ Books"

P

( wion 12) (c) pres rlblng the ree> pay-

a vndor section 14,and (d) Tegulating
the channel through which lotices isgyue

under the Act shall be served,
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LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

%

Reap—the following paper :— e

ia, Legis-
From S. HARVEY JAMES, Easq. Secretary to the Government of India,
lative Department, to t’he C},lief Secretary to the Government of Madra_s,
dated Simla, the 30th May 1896, No. 1257.

I am di i ‘th t .o assent of His Excellency the Viceroy
rected to return herewith, w1 2 “Governor-General signified thereon,

'].‘0f rovide a form of marriage for persons ¢, anthentic copy of the law nf)ted on
Miing the Marumakkataysm or the he margin, which was received with your
Aliyasantana Law. letter, No. 43, dated the 16th April 1896,

to the address of the Secretary to the Government of India in the Home Department.’

e m———

Omoxr—No, 57, Legislative, dated 16th June 1896.

* 'The assent of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General to the Malabar
Marriage Act, 1896, will be co}x;xmunicabed "o the Public Departwent, and the Act
will be published in the Fort St. George Gazelle. o

2. Copies will also be sent to the Malayalam and Canarese Translators

overnment, who will furnish translations for publication in the Gazette.

(True Extract) W L

/r/ Chief Secrc[ury.

Mot

To the g bl Department./ antte ] '(’é '
» Superintendent, Government Press.

) yalam Translator to Government.
) ”» ﬂnarese
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Marriage Act, 1896.
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