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To the Right Honou_rablé Joseph Chdmbeljlain,, Her
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the
Colonies, London. - 4 | e

The Hemorial of the undersigned Indian British Sﬁbjepts reSIdmg mtheColon;oY Natal

‘\ - ) HUMBLY SHE‘,WETH .
s : That your Memorialists hereby respectfully beg to lay befere your Honour the
n with regard to the Franchise Law Amendment Bill introduced

following for your consideratio
by the Natal Government in the Natal Legislative Assembly, which was read a third time on

the 13th day of May, 1896, with certain amendments. E
; of the Bill as it appeared in the Natal Gwernﬁé}};t Gazette
. - <! Y o
. . * ) -

-

& he following is the text
dated the Srd March, 1896 :— o -
«To amend the Law relating to the Franchise.” Whereas it is'expedient to amend, the
Law relating to the Frauchise. o v .
Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly of Natal, as follows :—

1. Act No. 25, 1894, shall be and the same is hereby repealed.

9. Ssve those who come under the operation of Section 3 of this Act, no persons shall be

I“N

qualified to have their names inserted in any list of Electors or in any Votérs' Roll, or to vote
as Electors within the meaning of Section 22 of the Constitution Act of 1893, or of any Law
relating to the election of members of the Legislative Assembly, who (not being of European

origin) are Natives or descendants in the male line of Natives of countries which ‘have not
representative institutions, unless they shall first obtain an order.

* hitherto possessed elective
Bl from the Governor in Council exempting them from the operation of this Act.”
3. The provisions of Section 2 of this Act shall not apply to persons of the class men-
tioned in that Section whose names are rightly contained in any Voters’ Roll in force at the .
date of the promulgation of this Act, and who are otherwise competent and qualified as electors.”
) The Aft repealed by Section 1 of the above Bill is as follows =— Whereas fis eﬁped wdient
to amend the Law relating to the Franchise and to except therefrom persons b ' nging to

Asiatic races not accustomed to the exercise of franchise rights under parliamentary institutions.

Be it therefore cnacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and
consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly of Natal, as follows :— - )

. 1. Save as in Section 2 of this Act excepted, persons of AsiMic extraction éba.u.- BOU be
apy list of Electors or in' any Voters’ Roll, or to vote
on 22 of the Constitution Act of 1893, or of auy Law-

Legislative Assembly. ‘ ’

]

¥

v

qualified to have their names inserted in
as Electors. within the ‘mganing of Secti
relating to the election of members of the ,

-2 The provi;sipns of Section 1 of this Act ghall pot apply to persons of the class men-
tioped in that' Section whose names aré rightly contained in any Voters’ Roll in force at the-
date of the promaulgation of this Act, and who are otherwise competent and qualified as electors:

+ 3. This Act shall not come into operation unless and until the Governor notifies b
Proclag\/at-ion in the Natal Government Gazette that it is Her Majesty’s pleasure not to disallovs:r
the safne, and thereafter it shall come into operation upou such day as the :Gevernor shall
notify by the same or any other Proclamation.” * ~INVernor sha
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A Memorial setting. forth the views of the Tudiun connnunity in reference to the Bill
under discussion was presented to the Legilative Assembly on the 2xth day of April, 1896,
A copy thereof ix herveto annexed marked A.

Ou the 6th day of May, 1896, the Bill was read 2 sccond time, Dnriug the course of
his speech the Prime Minister, the Honourable Sir John Robiuson, said that the Ministers had
taken steps to ascertain whethe? yon would he agreeable
the words “ founded ou the franchize " after * ol
were so agreecable.

T an insertion in the aforesaid Bill of

eolive representative ipstitutions,”” and that you

Thercupon on the 7th day of May, 1596, vour Meworialists ~eut to your Honour a
cablegram to the following effect :——

“The Indiau community earnestly reqiest vou not to accept Natal Franchise Biil
. . . “ . . . . r'n
or Ministerial wlteration thereof proposed last wight; memorial preparing
In Committee, however, the Honourable Sir John Robinson snnounced on the 11th day

*

; - N \ .. T . 1 3 n
of May, 1896, that your Hononr had agreed to a further addition, viz., ¢ parliamentary * beswee
‘the” and ‘frauchise.’

. L ad ¢ ‘tive represen-
The Bill therefore as to representative institutions would now read * Electi I
tative nstitutions founded an the parliamentary franchise.”

. . —_ : he Indian
Your Memorialists bumbly venture to think that the present Bill, so far-as t 1
: . ‘ . . v i als.
community, and, indeed, all the communities are concerncd, ix worse that the Act it repe

B

o . ) - ove of
Your Memorialists, therefore, feel agurieved thar vou have been pleased to appr b
] . . ; are suc
the Bill, but they trust that the facts and arguments pluced before you herein below are
as would induce you to reconsider your views.

. T . ‘ tive
Your Memorialists have all along contended that the Indians did enjoy ?1:(: th
. RO BTSN stion Wit €
representative iustitutions” in India. But the papers published 1n counectiont b
L . , X o ssess such.
Franchise Question seem to show that you do wot think that the Indiaus pobsebsl oo
TR - ) Y L. o ialists crave leay
stitutions.  With the greatest deference to Your Honour s view, your Memorialists o view
: . . . . o e vl ‘
to draw your attention to the extracts quoted in the annexure A upbolding the oppost
7 . . . M . 2 4 1 ur Honoul‘
Yeur approval of the present Bill, coupled with the view beld by Yo T
: . c . i munity
regardiug “ Klective representative institutious ™ in India, places the Indian com A
Natal in a very painful and awkward position.
Your Memorialists venture to submit i—
L. That no legislation restrictive of the Indiau Franchise in Natal is necessary .ﬁ st
. . . . TV K r
2. That if there be any doubt with rézard to this point an enquiry should be
instituted as to whether such a necessity does exist.
- . . . ST sulated to
3. That assuming that the necessity exists, the present Bill is not caleu
meet the difficulty in a straightforward and opeh manner.

"7 . . N . eceﬁSit
4. That if Her Majesty's Government are absolutely satisfied that the n ¥

. . . N ¥ resort -
exists and that no Bill could he conceived that would solve the difficulty without a

ally

- - - . . . . M > S eCi
to class legislation, it is betrer that in any Franchise Bill the Indians should be sp
named,

- | T ing to its
5. That the present Bill is likely to yive rise o endless litigation oWIng
ambiguity and vagueness, -

6. That it would involve the Tudian community in expenses almost beyond their
coutrol,

,7' That assuming the Bill uffects the Indian commuuity, the method Pm_"ided in
the Bill whereby any member thereof may be exempted from its operation is, your

Mernorialists respectfully submit, arbitrary, unfair, and likely to create dissensious among
the members of the Indian community.

T gy L

7

.

fe—y
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8. That the Bill, like the Act repealed, makes an ivvidions distinction between

Europcans and others,

Your Memorialists humbly submit that the present condition of the voters’ list in Natal
renders it absolutely unnecessary to embark on any legislation to restrict the Indiau Franchise,
There scems to be needless hurry about passing a measure that affects a large portion of Her
Majesty's subjects. It is admitted that as against 9,309 European voters thre are oulu\j 251
Indian voters; 201 are either traders or clerks, assistants, schoolmastérs, &e., and 50 are
gardeners and others, and that most of these voters are .set‘-tlers o‘f 101‘)g stalfding.. These
figures your Memorialists submit do not warrant any restrictive leglslutxon. The Bill under
discussion is intended to deal with a remote and probable aud possible danger. A danger is
really assumed which does not exist. = His Honour, Sir John Robinson, in moving the second
reading of the Bill, based his fears abont the danger of the European vote being swamped by

the Indian vote on three grounds, viz. :—

1. The fact that the Petition to Her Majesty's Goverument in connection with the
Franchise Act, repealed by the present Bill, was signed by nearly 9,000 Indians.

2. The approaching geueral election in the Colony.
3. The existence of the Natal Indian Congress.

As to thé first ground, even in the correspondence on the subject, the Natal Government
have argued that the 9,000 signatories wanted to be placed on the voters’ roll. The first
paragraph of that Petition is a sufficient answer to the argument. The Petitioners your
memorialists humbly submit never contended for any such thing. They certainly protested
against the wholesale disfranchisement of the Indians. Your Memorialists humbly venture to
think that every Indian, whether he had the property qualificatious or not, was very materially
affected by that Bill. Your Memorialists admit that the fact shows a degr‘ee of organising
power, among the Indians, alluded to by the Hon. Mover, but your Memo.riahsts respectfully
contend that mo matter how powerful the organising power might be, it cannot overcome
the mnatural “barriers.  Out of the 9,000 signatories not a hundred besides those who were
already on the Voters’ Roll possessed the legal property qualification.

With regard to the second ground the Hon. mover said :—

“ He might remind members that before long there must be a general election, and
they would have to consider upon what register that general election was to take place. It
was not for him to say how many 1ndian electors might or might not be on the ensuing
electoral roll, but the Qovernment thought it- was high time that no further delay should
take place in seizing this qu.estion by the throat and seitling it once for all without further
delay.” /

Your Memorialists submit, with all due respect to the Hon. mover, that a’i these fears
have no foundation in fact. According to the report of ihe Protector of Immigrarts for 1895,
out of 46,343 Indians in the Colony only 30,303 are free Indians. To that may be added the
trading Indian population of say 5,000. Thus there are only 35,000 ?ndians as agaiust over 45,000
Europeans, who can at all compete with the latter. The 16,000 indentured Indians, it is easy
to see, never can, while they are under indenture. But a large majority of the 30,303 are ouly
a stage higher than the indentured Indians. And your Memorialists venture to say from
personal experience that there are in this Colony thousands of Indians who do not pay £10 per
year in rents.  In fact there are thousands who have to drag on their existence on that amount.
Where then your Mexqorialigns-a,sk is the fear of the Tudians swamping the Voters’ Jligt next
year! ‘ '

The disfranchisement has been threatened for the last two years. The Electoral roll has

twice undergone revision since. The Indians had every incentive to add to the Indian vote lest
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many may be shut out.  And yet there hins been not a ~ingle wddision 1o the Vet list froms
the Indian community.

But the Houn. mover weunt on to say :—
“ Members might not be wware that there was i this conary o by @ VY
) Le meant
« 4 - e . . ; 3 v €-
the Indian Congress.  That was a body which possessed lurge funds. 1t was @ boly pre
: of which

powerful body in its wav. a very united body, thoneh practicnd v s seore body—

sided over Ly very active and very able men, and it was 1 body the avowed object
was to exercise strong political power in the affairs of the Colony.”
.~!iticd by

Your Memorialists ventnre to say that this estimate ot the Cenuress is not Ju
onourable

facts, The ch '
. ary 2OOTECT Cowe . - ) g
e arge of secrecy, ax would appear from the correspondenie betweeh the H
e e e - AD
e Prime Minister of Natu) and the Honorury Secretairy of the Congress. Was made under
N . . . . ' ’ N ) A
erroneous unpreh.\lﬁll AI’D(‘IU]HJC\ B ‘,‘. l). A tatetient w i:ll Te e al.\” h

made by Lim in the Legislarive Assernbly on the 20t fn<tans.

| ta the matter

. uxercise stroug

re lnlbhihed i

oliti [T . : - . A 1 ’
p1 itical power.”” The following are the objects of the Congress. which we
almost every paper in South Africa lust vear :—

Nor has the Congress i : ' i e
[ has the Congress i any shape or form hiended o anempied v

. e
o H . . o« - N = })Ot“ eelt th
L. “To bring about a better understanding wwl promote frientlines

Europeans > lans residing i '
peans and the Tndiaus residing in the Colony. -

Ta erread inf . X X B Cows=pit )eTR,
2. To spread information about udin sand the Tdians by writing 1€ Newsprd

publishing pamphlets, lectnring. &e.

. B . . A 2 ludian
3. To educate the Indiaus, especially (those) horh 1 the (‘olony, about
v \ .

History, and induce them to study Tndian sub

A ject.". :
& To scoorra: : . . - er aud tO
‘ . To ascertain the varions grievances the Tnidtans are labouring unde
agitute by resortiny ittt i
gitate by resorting to all constitutional methods for vemos g thet
out Of

5. Toenanire N - Ip them
. To enquire into the condition of the indentured Indians and to helf

special hardships,

6. Ta he - ‘
. Ta help the poor and the needy in all reasonable ways:

- jans on a better

. 7. And geverally to do everything that would tepd to DU the T
ooting morally, socially, i : it ;
g morally, socially, intellectnally, and politically.
) iD
It would thus a j ' ot

ear that th . O vist degradatios

ppear that the object of the Cougress 1s to e halance ©!

political power. As to fund® the Cougress has a property worth £1,080 and 2
£1.48' 7s. 8d. in the Bank at the time of writine this. 'l'lxc;e funds have 10 be use they are
printing memorials, and working expenses. I: vour Memorialists jumble opinio? pampered
ha.r_dly sufficient to fulfil the objects of the Congress. 'l'.he educational work 18 greai}' -+ which
Owlng to want of funds. Your Memorialists, axereforc‘ venture to cubnmit thet the G2

the present Bill is i '
p ill is intended to guard against does not exiat at all. ¢ to accept the

or 3¢
e sveruine Le
henl_’a]]d t

e f\ (;ur Memorialists, however, do not request Her Majesty's of t
acts as correct o ir 7 1 bout any
u their ipse dizit. 1f there is auy doubt 8 s the necessary property

most im ' .
qualif I:’f)mnt fact ie that there are thousands wha do wot PO alists submit is to
cations for becoming voters—then the Afernorialist

| ' olony who
enquite about them, particnlarly to enquire h

Possess lnmoveable property of the value of £

se yourl
ps there ar
early rent of

Sy . ‘l . o
proper ¢o e in the C

OW many India vlo. To Prepa:rc

. - q V
such ar , h 0 or who l)a“, LY X ATy maw
héll‘: to et“;‘n would ueither cost much time uor much woney: and_would b Vte N 188
wards a satisfactory : N - ¢+ haste to Pt
ry solution of the Franchise question. Il ho be Colony

mmeasire is in your Memori

best 1D1eTests of t
as a “1101(’:_ Y

alists humble opinion detrimental to the . u
Indian comid

nity 8!0
our L’[e"l()lialists [0} f N t |n'\‘,‘\ Of th
it ] ar as tll(}‘, Ak reI)rL\‘le“ & s

12l

concerned and speaking authoritatively for the organisation of which they have the honour to
be members, hereby beg to assure Tler Majesty's (foverutnent that they have no inteution to
eudeavonr to place o single Tudian voter on the Voters” list for the general election next year.

The Govermment organ, dealing with the present Bill in a presumably inspired article,

supports the view that the danger is ** a chimerical on(t\a." Tt says =
« Aoreover we feel sure that should the Aliatic vote ever endanger the stability of
European rule in this Colouy the Tiperial Government will fiud ways and meauvs out of
such a difficulty.  The new Bill imposes certain limitations on the acquirement of the
frauchise by all who are not of Furopean origin, and as now even with the franchise open to
British subjects of all races and classes, cxcept the natives under native law, there are
only <ome 250 Indiaus on the Voters’ Roll out of a total of Y,360 registered voters, or in
the proportion of oue Iudian voter to every 38 Europeans in possession of the Franchise,
we think the new Bill will fully meet the requirements of the case for very many long
vears at all events, if not for all time. In South Carolina, for iustauce, the negroes over
21 vears old number 132,949, while the whites over 21 only number 102,567, yet the
whites have retained the dominant power, although in the mivority. The fact of the
natter is that apart from numbers altogether the superior race will always bold the reins
of Goverpment. Wewre inclined to the lelier thevefore, that the danger of the Indian
vote swamping the Evwropean 1s « climiericnl one.  From what we know of the matter
we are inclined to think that it will be beld that India is a country possessing * elective
representative institutions””  In fact, the argument so often advanced that the Indiau is
unacquainted with their nature and responsibilities is really wide of the mark, as inIndiathere
are some 750 municipalities in which British and native voters have equal rights, and in 1891
there were 9,790 native municipal commissioners as against 834 Europeans. . . . Even
assumiing, however, that natives of India will be held as coming from a country possessing
““ elective representative instisutions,” we do not consider that the danger of being swarped
isut dl a lilely one, as past experience has proved that the cluss of Indians coming here,
as a rule, do not concern themselves about the Frandiise, and, further, that the mejority
of them do not even possess the small property qualification requered. In addition to all
this the obligations of the Empire, of which we form a part, do not permit of Indians
as Indians being excluded from the exercise of such « privilege as the franchise.
So far as we are concerned, therefore such an attitude 1s 4 nOW POSSULIAUY and may therefore
be dropped. Should the restrictions of the new Law 1ot prevent the introduction of an
undesirable clement on to the Voters’ roll, there is nothing at all to prevent us raising the
franchise qualification. At present it is very low. The property qualification could there.
fore be eusily increased, even doubled, and an ceducational test imposed which, while it
would not remove a single Furopean from the Voters’ roll, would have a sweeping effect
ou Indian voters. The number of the latier possessing immoveable property of the value
of, say, £100 or paying a rent of £20 per annum and able to read and wrire Funglish must
he exceedingly small, and should this fail there would Le nothing to hinder us from adopting
the Missix<ippi plan, or a modification of it to suit the circumstances.”—i5th March, 1896.)

It is clear, therefore, that according to the Governmeut organ the present property
qualifications are sufficiently high to prevent any undue influx of Tudian voters on the roll,
and that the only object of the present Bill is to harass the Indian community—to land them
in expeusive litigation.

According to the Mauritius Almanac for 1895 the population of that Island in 1804
was 259,224 Iudians as against 106,995 persous under the heading ‘ general population.” The
franchise qualification there is as follows:—* Every male person shall be eutitled to be registered
in any year as a voter for any electoral district, and when registered, to vote at the election of a
member of the Council for such district who is qualified as {ollows, that is to say :(—



t
1. That he has attained the age of twenty oune years.

2. Is under no legal incapacity.
3. Is a British subject by birth or naturalisation.

f reOiS—
. « e dﬂ‘e Y o
4. Has resided in the Colony for three years at least previous to th A

tration and possesses some one of the following qualifications :—

»ceding s1X
{a) Is on the 1st day of January in each year and has during d"i: P:i:he;u :uch
calendar months lxen the owner of immoveable property o of Rs 2%
district of the anunal value of Rs. 300 or the monthly value )
above all charges and encumbrances affecting the same

. months
. . . 81X ca]endar
(b) Is at the date of registration paying, and bas for the '\ reot in T espect of
previous to the 1lst day of January in such year Pat ,the cate of at least
. sy e et A 2
immoveable property situate within such distrch

Rs. 25 per wonth.

in such yeaxr
. . anuary n .
(¢) Has for three calendar months previous to the Ist of J\ yment within such
.. . (3]
resided, or had his principal place of business or €m"®

: of
: (Colony
: . within the
district, and is the owner of moveable property ¥!

the value of at least Rs. 3,000.

rw pogsessiDg 30
(d) Is the husband of a wife, or the eldest son of a widow: posses?
of the above qualifications.

in such

uary 1 "0

(¢) Has for three calendar months previous fo the 1st daY of Js:,yment withi®
year resided, or had his principal place of husiness of e‘:‘;t 600, o % -
such district, and is in receipt of a yearly salary of a*
monthly salary of at least Rs. 50.

uary 1P
(f) Has for three calendar months previous to the 15t of le withi® '::
resided, or has his principal place of business or emPIT "o or suB9TE
district, and pays license duty to the amount of at lenst
Provided— : for e
1ed 10 YO T Lig
election

. m Prom
of 5 member of the Council who bas been consicted of PV >y porvised®
Our Dominions or who has been ,or

o wentenced by any such Court to deatb
Or mmprisoument with hard 1y -
either suffered the punishment

o montt® % "5y
bour, or for a term exceeding twel® ?;:Mpdd” ;
to which he was seutenced or such othe ed® o
competent authority may hay

¥
® heen substituted for tbe same of r€®
from Us.

2. That no person shall be
calendar months, immed

any relief from public

Jos® he
3. That “m shall be registered as a voter in auy yesf b gy
P‘mmm ?f the? Tegistering officer, or of a magistrate, with his ow? becriP
qml? o ?n a.la‘m to h teginefﬂ] und write ‘hefeou the date of “l‘cb su ! ».k
L. That 10 person clajp; , , R o ¥°.
distnct . ’
of o 0 CMiming to be registered in the : n o
e st o 9 Gualifcaion (¢ (4) (¢) (1, shal be regiser®d 17 7o

Baetts

.

‘ Rabet e . . s lace

, empk’ymotvium f-he”dhtnct in which be bas his principal P :

inlely preceding the firt day of January iP .
or parochial funds,

WB° el
registered ns a voter in any Year who b ,‘ﬂo

i i

7
i itius, although the Indian
With these qualifications there is evidently no troub(llet:; hf:(;l:n;uin he ;;fius e dien
lation is twice as large as the general population, an
populat : =)

than their
l i hey are far more prosperous
i Natal. Only there t
the same class as the Indians 1n
Natal brethren.

i ndi ise does exist, your
A inc. however, that the necessity to deal with I;h;; I.nd::: ]Z:li::ll:ts:d 1:esme% ityin :
fnte zes ’ esent Bill 1s :
iali beg to say that the pres Bin
o r:iespe;ti;l? m‘:fner 'ls‘lhe Hon. and learned Attgmsy};i};neszltzi ?;i;ﬂér: e:gi-n gg
i an . e ¢ PR ’
s“alng;s‘::m to slightly alter the existing law in course.of
t0. a sug . | |
is reported to have said :—

is ‘was because it was apparently doing it by’
6 1 s hy he l‘efused to do this i . s . ”
de wi r?e rgasi?e:;y yand the Government intended to do it in the full light of day
a side wind and q )

' doi ing by a “side wind and quietly”
i i r mode of doing a thing by .
v dlt\ﬁcuhj . c:;:e ;‘;ee;: tmBeill, which leaves everybody in the dark. The Natal
than that of passing b=
: 896, says : ' o
Advertiser of the 5% M“?;’V:;.t is the present Bill if not a sidewind? Its whole ob_]ec; 1.slf,3
#«Wha ' e ob
o d by a sidewind to offect that which the measure of last sessl(;)nt a.lt ;.
endearon” qmeﬂi[:nl;‘,scombe admitted that that measure was bruta?lyl' Zlunt an to le
! . ' nt.
to a_c.comf hB:;cribed its failure to obtain acceptance by the Impeli’sj to;zrr:;; - He
he right gmitfed that the present Bill has precisely the same .oh_‘];crwardl v s tho
f‘“;th‘:rl’:‘, Bill, only it does not state its object honestly an(i stralg :)l rd é;inable -
words , 1 i the goal apparently u
i i by a side wind to reach g
words it seeks quietly and by
plain sailing.”

: ' i ists for legislation
inced that a real necessity exis '
jesty’s Government are COEVING® sesty’ ' t are satisfied that
i 'H Ht;r hg:‘«]iei:z Franchise in Natal, and if Her Majesty's G];vem;l:'l;st?r’s Government
X‘Bsﬁﬂc““f ny :annot be dealt with but by class legislaftmn, 'and :’Z Iy :;e G ic ous Prolamation
e e t the Colonial view that Indian British gubjects, 1 pL which the European British
fl;l'tlh;f ;"C:;y be treated on & different footing from -:hatu(;;lbe faitely bottor and more
[V} 00, . oy bmit that it WO j
] r memorialists su : jvi that they, in the
subjects are :reabe;i,dt:izeyo;dians by name from any rights and privileges y
satisfactory to exclu

ed to enjoy, than that by ambiguous
:nion of Her Majesty’s Government, should not be allow enjoy, |
. opinion

itigati ble.
legislation the door should be left open for 1.1t1gatxon and trou

' / itigatl ing to its ambiguity
‘e rise to endless litigation OWINg .
a1 if nted to, would give rise ' ot b
is a.dTh;:e??fa]:;.uL;h ?:Se admittedly also. of the first 1mpox;ltanczr;:a:f thc; (};I estion o) She
15 a0 ;I;n hise should be “settled once for all” to quote ‘t e_awof L wonnion 1o
Peime Mf‘“f‘; r of Natal. And yetip {he opinion of the majority !
ime Ministe . : .

11;::»1 the Bill will not settle the question ouce for all.

b ing chapt
the leader of the Opposition in the Natal Assembly, after quoting chapter
Mr. Binns, the post

i i ive institutions
and v how that the Indians in India did possess el'eth‘e representatly ,
‘.‘ erse to 8 o . . . ’ :
founded on the Parliamentary Franchise 18 reported to have said this :—

is Bi : . There
that ground this Bill was wrong

“ d shown clearly that on t3ab BT : -

N He hop?d h? :ttuﬁtions and the elective prmclple was acknowl.ed‘ge‘i 1fn Iﬂ:}ﬂ

were representatute_ insty franchise and there Was an enormous municipal franchise

They had & er]aTeannmtnh and if this was the case, what was the use of them

whlc.h aﬁt.actet? local gov ts he bad stated to the Assembly were taken from the befst

: passing t:,hm Bill! l:fh;n;wmd they proved most cenclusively that these instit‘utions dlfi

auf.btorlt’lresell‘l: ::: o doubt on one point, that if a Bill of this kind paseed into law 4t
exist. :

lead them into endless litigation, difficulties, and trouble. The Bill was nol
wo;i@ t(;y clear or definite. They wanted something more clear and definite. He wanted to
sufficiently ¢ :
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' But he
~ist at o settlement.
see this question settled and he would do all he conld w aseist at h’i { was not correct, and
thought this Bill was Jramed on wrong lines, contatued a fact tha

. It would be im-
it would lead them into endless [itigation, digiicnlty, and trouble.
Possible for him to' vote for the second reading of this Bill.

Mr. Bale, a leadin

- o right under
) . A hise right
with Mr. Binns' VIEWE, opposed as he is to to the Iudians retaining the franc

the
behalf of
the general law of the Colony thus feelingly appealed to the House, as well on

Indians as for the Colony geverally, ot to pass the Bill.

. in Natal, agreeing
g member of the Assembly and a leading lawyer in Nata

fermen

f in-
ber effect ©

t amongst the Indians themsolyes, |y would also have the furt

duciug

this
) :on of members o
appeals to the Privy Council and would prejudice the election ©

nd
ouse. Having regard to the great issues 1nvolved in this measu
reading of this Bl would not be carried."”

“The “ Natql Witness ™ of the &), May thus sumns up the situation Colony will be in-
‘ olo Y
g that if the Bill passes iuto law as it stands, the Smythe’s

pd Mr.
volved in serious litigation had the support of Mr. Biuns aud Mr. Bale. 3 ice. What

) that price:
half loaf, which is better than othing, wonld he dearly purchased at igerS N
leads us to think thay the Bill has not been considered by the k‘g’_‘l adv Joubtedly be fough
are the excecdingly delicate questions which i raises and which will un resiort 10 law.

e s
- out unless the wording be altered *0 as not to leave the possibility of jch contravene

: . ) wh
Amopgst these questions are the following .—Can a Colony make 1a¥s
the Naturalisation Law of

“Our warnin

India n

away any part o

After deplorin
leader of the 8ih M

g8
f the privileges conferred by that documest

. . atal Adve
g the ambnguity and vagueuess of the Bill, the ¥
ay, says :—

. Position is each line of the preeet
/" disputes, which wi a1 00 i

Your Memortalistg g

if not the whale Colony from such a
avoid a danger that

1 itation
18mal outlook —from pefpew‘l ag!
does not exjut,

The whole struggle is unequal. s opinion that t.thr;
. od 1 . nta

. Now, Assuming further, thag t),¢ highest legal tribunal has record rlisme +
I@mm do not Possess “ glective rep

i Tesentative institutions founded Jaced on the :
1 hise,” the method Provided i the Bill whereby the Indians m?-'"
Toll is, in youy Memorialists hamble opinion, in every way unsatisfactor)

wer
f that Portion of the Bill which coufers the PO .

v 1
part of the Europeans also‘. The Natal Wilnesd
iﬂyi Jr—

The dillpproval 0
Y&y emphatic o the

ranch of the subject

on the

. furtber
L0 o “Ttattacke great constitutioual principles, and
the. Working of . tor
my":h“ 8 W0 say, the effect which the third clause providing

cate G-
- ility and or
“ It would give rige 4, Litigation and produce 4 Jeeling of hostility

noﬁg In
jects ot v

. mmﬂnitf';”
e the Indian €@ is b
Ppeal to Her Majesty's Government to save th all this B

is -
Governor G
doaling With %% -

i w;—"‘
introduces 1075

b o
TePrestutative justitutions in Natal what may an elootorst® &

‘1

Y
i‘l

9

: them. .
. ' Rolls will have upon m )

: iatics for the Voters' . indirect election), but in
six to choose fit and Propet; ::}:elia ught on to the idea (ie., of mi:rtezn,ly ot ot
The Ministry !;-PPE"':: the Governor an indirect electorate they are
making themselves a

decidedly preposterous but highly improper.

Reverting to the same question, again it says :—

S i ill which most
ly has not gained in public estimation by passing a :‘tgplmise o
“ Assemb as . n see is a (
Th_e ;lnb};rs are digtrustful of, which the;y ‘::ich s we pointed when it
of the leadfng n; h. may prove quite ineffectual an Ny e; of the Asembly as well
% comprome * o most dangerous invas:on of the P"“"hege been assumed that every
ished is 2 ich it mi av
was firet published e titutional principles which 1t mlg];:l- tion to maintain unimpaired.
as an attack upon cons . elf to be under a solemn obliga biection.  Mr. Bule said
member would have held e some of the mombers of the last 4 M istry beiog a power
to remin in the Governor an n
There was no n?ed ¢ to be vested in the ised of course by
i ! is concern
which ought to be vested 1r But what the Press o il
their representatives. 1 Fobure ones. When a great consgtutlsu;lsﬁnol;c fhe
i el 1w Lo i imminen _
present Parhamt:’;z‘f:; however slightly it may be, there is the
is once broken throuan,

t greedy of power.”
) jdened by a governmen
breach being wi

. ‘ int of view. Your Memorialists while
o o i bt oyt o foidal obaction e o v ot

agreeing with that view b:;"zf Inydiaﬂ votes that the Indian oon:fu'mmtyb:;; ::.n d the equal

It is not so much the. n;ir;tion of their rights and privileges as Bntl:‘!: :uIJndians by Her Most

Voters’ 3011 as the vin feation subjedts that is assured to the B“m:i that has been specially

e Wl;; fs‘:;OEEZDQueen Empress on more occasions than one,

Gracious Maj ' '

st ment in a special despat.ch
Indian community in Natal by Her Majesty’s G(f):: ::e Colonies. If other British
- agsured tO :]heHn rable the late Principal Secretary of State ;
, by the Right Honou

i 'alists
g i y- y, y Memon
BUb.eCts haVin certaln e ) f
h 1 1 i B 3 H
“mb y ask, B]l()" (I ]N)‘, “le Ill(hall ]“’,]s]l S"l)le{_‘,‘s?

franchise agitation for ever. It .

m is w chl itaty ;

Th hod ' ill tend to keep up the 8 g ) ;

is cumbrous and wi » ' -

e met trapsfer the agitation from the Europe@s to ethee D. dlaﬂse T-sh rsipeelch, Bﬂlf mt hle,
, ly thre second reading show that the power will be exerct

Assembly on ‘ sed very sparingly at al

by the Governor in Council.

i ity, for the applicant
dian community,. .
rese | fone among U i if the one considers
B et ey ree : r::ze f::rsos::mgranted to a brother applicant if
. o ‘
who is rejected may
himself as good as the other.

) lating to
) . Honour's despatch re
tioned in Your ialists submit that
. . igence, and stake, are men . Your Memorialists subm :
Bducatior, l'ntegslg:ntitling the Indians to the f’“‘.’c,msel;e ouficient 10 qualify an Indian
the franchise quest:io:f education, intelligence, or stakel,dlsb? introduced instead of leaving the
if a certain amoun \ ’ h a test cou iali to draw your
S Co lony, then suc Memorialists beg to y
o metl: v;::i:n o:h:hgo(}(:)virnor in Council. Himl;a;:; jllercu’r‘y hereinbefore quoted. If
P in tho hands leading article in the Watav =67 Bill were stated it
attenti i g & ration of that Bill were s
attention (0. a portion of the ino under the ope ] .
b .y . coming under )
e nocessary quf‘;lﬁt;aﬁmmt;;’t’i;iﬁu. ter of that part of the Bill and those coming
“would do away with the con U8 '

11 then know exactly what qualifications would n;;:title them to a vote. The
£ el s ol ' : f the 8th May :—
?;i:f:: is well summed up in the' Nutal Advertiser o

Lo . . ill lies in its provision that
. R 1131§y of the present Bll
“ ill further proof of the dup . : Voters’ Roll.
y . Smin CouncilI;hall have the power to place certfam Indians oxf tlh:; ov:),r T ot
oy Ggiemor-il -obviuusly inserted with the idea of leading the Imperia
<~ This Clause 18 .
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stippose that this ] . pit =

still)lpused Y tlshpower o exemption i) cccasionally be used- sparingly perbaps: * 2
) - Yet the Attorney.Geyera] declured that * the power for inclusion given 18 ook z.

Circumstances under the e ' w e pewer dor . ¢ bo:Z

. i e Present Bill woiild uot, - e hie 15} »l t0 pOlll‘ ou ) g

a(tmned’ except throuu} he C; ‘ W, Lo eser, he wishe R bd =

b : <h the Governor.iy,( ‘ouncil.  Ererv section of the communify 2% 7=

*gUL 1o realise what the (rye \ kpeW -

DALY wus of the tesponsthility of Ministers "
W bold e fourieen davs af they took upon "hen”l. .

the couvitiencies by the introduction of
on he <abd ' be no olw

quite well that no Miuisters ¢on
the responsibility of waterine
electors.””  Further .
throughout oy, AMrica  thay
should be absolutely coutived 1o
starting point from which they |
If these Ininisteria} .

“there  would

that  the electoml rolls of
per~ons of the European race.” " L.
LAl atd the goal they hal in view sll aloog: ‘intcn-
d'wla‘rutiom Inean zul}‘lhmg, ;‘u is th:;t this (,'o\'el"nmﬁlt h‘" I’M
10t at least am a thf” l’l.;.!hrt. Of_ exeml"timn, Tuen why 151t placed 0“ the
Appearance of dissetabling, o ntilising o side wind, if the .

eXPIessive, in incerr L
fnrr. 1 5 ST provision in 4 measure which 1ts fraers declare
Adoption shey niean to treat g

2=
z
enrd

UL to exercise

& dead letter U

; Vi
4 hadhaeg, SRR

It wouls iy ' . '
permic ¢ “}OUM be hardly pleasant for a wealthy Indian merchant 0 hao )““on of .
! .0 e exempred from the uperation of the Bill and also to risk " whiChhave
application. Tt iy diffe ! ‘ . i -
i . s ditheult to under-tagl why f‘:llrnlq':un Lot coming f - amentary f
! xerm'po%'esswl elective TepreseLtative joatitations foumled on tbOP"hlznm‘ ander the
seould exercise the right of voting ;
general law of the C'olony.

b
BNt R

whil- ”l(‘ hnn_l‘:nr,)}.-:uw !i"ll““'y

: nental -

'rhc presem Pl“ ne . . ap{l " ﬁh“‘
“ v . i, "'“r'llll'.: te tl tew of o b, 18 ap o v
If,” said the Hon snd e e ol the Governine i peved

. ared. Nttornev.Gener: | on the pe(.‘ond ) the e
belief and their & - Foeneraloon th . ed, M :
and their firm 'mhpf‘ the Palt shoald £.1 hort of what was lnt‘ﬂd : M : 'é,

woul ; , . jon, 88
ld be rest in the Colony” ke Ty Tll therefore is nos 0t D20 Ly 1o e
Your Memorialists sut,mi ) ) wamping €
i submit that unles all the yesources, withous . B .
tried and have fatled 5 , . ) ' the pd W‘ventuﬁ
Euronen. . [ Iy assiming that there 15 a .]guger of monal .
Ope.lﬂ,: a nl” llke the re - ‘ . ) . . 's s“bj
subwnit tha thi . pre:ent oue shoald not be Her Majesty
affects 4 3[0”]“ 0ot a guestion that affects n mere handful Of_ is DOt how [
“CLs 300,000 1) o . . tiob :
Todias. o l). )'00 of Her .\I.sjeg(_‘ s loyal <iihjects. Tba. ques gubm!
the British | ;“‘9 the vote, but the Yuestion your .\'allwﬂ‘l all Y
> Dt Tndings shall ocey y LT ) .
PY outstie 1l and in the wwrPf"’; _ainy of
Te tal > 3 . T
espectaile Indiag, venture ot of Indi 1 pnregit of trade o;oﬂ'“ |'ﬂ¢‘! M" " githoub
LY wtrlyx? T L pnr lb‘” the H qﬂ it ‘-hl'
\f.' %7 The Tndian, comtnuuity (o not wanh o al .'oﬂ,“:““‘ gubm! :
Amea, - bue thv_v may e allowed to carry on their P”w’ uoﬂ"’” , ucﬂtioml.
any degrading cond Lo ‘ Your M a ol Jifications-
b fonditions l‘q“g llu!m’!l ”l"“ tbe'n' d" uh

if there | ;
there is the slightest dunger of the Iudian vose

Inav .o .
¥ be tmposed o1 all alike, either with or Wi

l}il wmxH, 1o the optnioy of the Government o[';‘n 'ba s tota ” 'wy's
MR A test failed, a more severe test may be PO port 4 if Her Ma)®"

without materinlly i )
y uﬂ'w!mg the l'.uropea" vote » o
) . e ilists i .
Iudmns fmm the frmlchl.ﬂ(‘ wonld be m‘n-pu\bk W th out A‘lemo.r t the duﬁculty

Goverument are inclined to favour such a demsnd: 'be:ld 'ushcw"‘.“ m o Furopts®
short of specitic vxclimion of the Indiaus by name ¥° _ fact that 0 o6 THO
ot ly ip

. lutely

Your Memorialists, Bowever, bey to draw yonf“em o be : )
c.Olonm“‘ 38 & body make no such dewand. The wzm‘“‘”’
Natd Advertier thus rebukes the indifference ™ " gubject has -

bich this sll WP
“ Perhaps the wanver iv wh
Y -
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Parliament also brings out a fourth point—the indifference of the Colony to its own
politics. Tt would be highly interesting to discover, if such could be done, how many of
the Colonists have taken the trouble even to read the Bill in question. Perhaps the

ho have not read it would be a striking one. The general unconcern of the

proportion w t that meetings have not been held in

ists in thi er is demonstrated by the fac
Si:;lzt:n::e-ﬂ—n:o?::ts:y every nook and gorner__of the Colony. for ite ventilation, and' to
formulate a demand that Parliament should only pass such a Bill as would' render abortive
all further controversy over the subject. Had the Colony been fully alive .t,o the -rea.l
gravity of the issue, the columns of the newspapers wo'uld also have t,eez.ned with a senohus
and intelligent correspondence on the question. Neither of these things, however, has

happened. As a cousequence the Government have been able to get through a measure

supposed to effectually deal with the matter, but which in reality puts it in a far worse
and dangerous position than ever it was beforef’f ‘

It would appear from the extracts quoted above that the present Bill satisfies neither

artv. With the}:l}::DOBt deference to the Natal Ministry and to both the Legislative bodies

lp;erey.your Memorialists submit that the fact that the Bill has been accepted by them does not

signify much. The very members who refrained from any active opposition to the measure are,
asg the Natal Witness puts it, distrustful of it.

Yoﬁr Memorialists hope that they have shown to your satisfaction that t.he danger
referred to above is imaginery and that the present Bill is unsatisfactory from tl?e point of view
" of those who wish to see the Indians disenfranchised as also from that of the Indians themselves.
In any case, however, your Memorialists claim that sufficient fax?ts and arguments have jbeen
brought out to show that the question should not be hastily dxspos.ed of, and that th(.ere is no
necessity for so doing. The Natal Witness thinks that “ no explanation, at least no satisfactory

_ one, bas been given for the anxiety to rush the Bill through.” The Natal Advertiser opines

that * this Indian franchise question is a most vital one and there should be no haste in settling

it for ever. Indeed the best course would be to postpone the proposed Bill and have the whole

matter for the consideration of the constituencies when they have accurate information before

them.” (28/3/96).

The feelings of the Indian community
London Times. The Times (weekly edition, 20th March, 1896), says:— B '

“ If the Indians are allowed to carry with them their status as British s.u‘bgects to
foi'éign countries and British Colonies whither they go in quest of work, the opening up of
Africa holds out new possibilities to Indian labour. The Indian Gove?nmenf: and the
Indians themselves believe that it is in South Africa that this question of 'tbel'l‘ sta.,tus must be
determined. If they secure the position of British subjects in South Africa, 1F 7v111 be almost
impossible to deny it to them elsewhere. If they fail to secure that posxFu:n in Sou.th
Africa it will be extremely difficult for them to attain 1t el.sewh«_are. 'l.hey readily
acknowledge that Indian labourers who accept a contract of servwe‘for a penodhof years,

- . . as the price of aided immigration, must fulfil the conditions ?f\ their contract, however it
may curtail their rights. But they hold that after t.he p?l‘lod of contracted labour has
expired they are entitled to the status of Britich subjects in whatever colony or country
they have fixed their abodes The Indian Government m‘ay reasonably ask that
_after Indian Iabourers have given their best years to Sout.h. Afnca'. the? shm.ﬂd not be
forced back upon India by denying to them the status of British subjects in their adopted
homes. Whatever the decision may be it will seriously affect the future development of
emigration in India.” ' .

may be well expressed in the words of the

Dealing particularly with this question of franchise and the figures compiled from the
Natal Government Gazette and now accepted as correct, the same paper say~ under date 31st
January, 1896 (weekly edition). '
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“ According to this return, there are iu the Colony 9,309 European registeted
voters against 257 registered voters of British Indiar origin. Norif Mr. Gandbi’s
statements are correct, does it seem possible that the Im.l’iuu vote can swamp the Europead
xj\t ar.ly period within the range of practical politics. . . . Not only are all Indian
immigrants under labour contracts excluded but also all British Indiaus whatsoever, exoept

an 'ex'tre‘nlely small class, who, by intelligonce and industry, have raised tbemwlvm ”,the
position of well.to.do citizens. | ’ |

Iadi The re‘tums show t}.lat even under the existing law it takes a long time f(?r a Britisb
1an to attain the frauchise in Natal. With the exception of 68 British Indians, many
of whom started with capital, and whose residence in the Colony is under ten yga.n‘; tbe
rest of the 251 voters seem to have resided during more than 10 years and the m&]?ﬂf'y
over 14, An analysis of the British Tndian voters' list accordiog to 0ooUPation yielde
equally encouraging results to those who wish to see this question settled. . A

ad It is precisely this class of men who form the most valued element in the mlzn;cl}-ld
nd other electorates in India. The argument that the [odian 1D Natal canno laim

igher privileges than he enjoys in India aud that be has Do franchise whatever 10 India

inconsistent with .o exists 1D India
1th the facts. So far as government by voting ho Pro-

?;igslhmel:i and Indians stand on the same footing, and alike in the M‘.‘“‘C‘P"l’t:d Nor

dom the o or® Supreme Councils the native intercsts are powerfully T L ities

of plea ‘that the British Indian is unacquainted with the nature and respo o the
representative government bear inspection. There is probably po otber country

world in whi Lot . . thelifeofthof
peop'le_ which representative institutions have Penetrated so deeply nto .

. y : a
. The. question now before Mr. Chamberlain is not an academic onﬁ-séf‘;;:ot the
Full t?q;lof argument but of race feeling. The Queen's P roclamation of id sit in the
Bm-tZZ tzof British subjects to the Indians, and they vots 47 England S0 i

arliament on the same terms as Englishmen-

evitable in a vast Emp;
he
component Tt pire made up of many peoples, and 88 b o resent h Ives
in more acuI:opfu ions of Greater Britain into closer contact they ¥ P

€ 1orms. : . . .
being ignored, and g BTW° things are clear. Such questions ™!

13
?djudlcate upon them, TO78 goverument at bome aﬁords the bes

We cannot ufford a war of races amOnd

our own
would be as wrong for th

Jopment -
e Govern . Iy arrest the deve e
N . ment of India to suddenly )

ata.l by shuttmg off the supply of imj . would be for Natal 0 deuy th".'
of citizenship to British igrants as it W wo

Indian subj f thrift and &
Colony L . jects, who by years © S
Y have raised themselves to the actual status of citizens.” ©

The itali
© ltalics shroughout are your Memorialists

Your Memoﬂal- : eamestly pmy’
188 . . 80 dong :
and confidently hope; thsat :1:"' leave their case in your hands, and 1o will be withheld,

::‘ileife;here be any fear as to the
%o agcertain whether there

such other relief will be granted

royal assent to the Bill hereinbefor® T Indian an enquiry
European vote being swam b t.h; r the existing law, oF
actually exists any such danget UPC¢

as may meet the ends of j““ﬁce'

And for this act for ever

hall
pray, &, &, y bonud, 80

of justice and wercy your Memorialists, 88 11 dut

DORPAN, 220d May, 1896
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APPENDIX A.

A

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the

Honourable the Legislative Assembly of Natal in.

Parliament assembled, Pietermaritzburg.

@b Memorial of the nndersigned Indians restding in this Colonp

HUMBLY SHEWETH

That your Memorialists as representing and on behalf of the Indian Comwmunity

in Natal respectfully approach this Honorable House with regard to the Franchise 2w Amend-

ment Bill now before you for consideration.:

Your Memorialiats assume that the Bill is meant chiefly if not solely to affect the Indian

Community in that it repeals and replaces the Act 25 of 1894 which was intended to disfranchise
the Indians in the Colony.

In the Memorial that was presented to this Ilonorable House on hehalf of the Indian Com-

munity on the same subject when th: Act 25-0of 1894 was "under consideration, it was contended ‘
{hat the:Tndians did possess elective Representative Institutions in India.

The present Bill disfranchises natives of Countries not bé'mg of European origin which

have not possessed elective representative institutions in their ewn native land.

The position of your Memorialists therefore is painfully awkward in opposing the present

- Bill.

Yet seeing that the Bill tacitly proposes to deal with the Indian Franchise your Memorialists

consider it to be their duty respectfully to express their views about the Bill and also to show

further on what grounds they believe that the Indians possess elective representative institutions
in India. '

In moving the second reading of the *¢ India Councils Act (1861) Amendment Rill ” i
the House of Commons on the 28th day of March, 1892, the then Under-Secretary of State for
India, ssid ¢ The object of the Bill which it is my duty‘to- expound to the House is to widen the
basia apd extend .the function of the Government of Indis, to give further opportunity than at
present exists to the Non-official and the Native elemeut in Indian Society to take part in the

work of Government, and in this way to lend official recognition to that ‘remarkable development.
both in political industry and in political capacity which has been visible among the higher classes of
Indian Society since the Government .of India wa8 taken over by the Crown in 1858,  This Bill is
one to amend the India Councils’ Act of k1861v. Legislative powers of some sort or other, but

" powers of & somewlat confused character and conflicting vaHdity have existed in India for a very

‘long time. ‘They existed with the Tule of the did East Indis Co.npany dating from the date of the
" Charters of the Tudor and Stuart sovereigns, bat the modern Jegislative system under which India
ot present exists owes its origin to the Vice-royalty of Lord Canning and to the Secretaryship of

Btate 6f Sir C. Wood who was afterwards elevated to the peerage. Sir C. Wood, in 1861, carried
through the House the 1ndia Councils’ Act of that year. The Act of 1861 constituted three
Legislative Councils in India—the Supreme Council of the Viceroy and the Provincial Councils of
Madras and Bombay. The Supreme Legmﬁv@wncu of the Viaeroy only consists of the Governor-
General and bis Bxecntive Council and 18 recruited by a minimum of six and a maximam of twelve
additional members who ure nominated by theovernor-General of whom at least half must be non-

official whether they are drawn from the Eurpﬁfan or the native element.  The Legislative Councils

of Madras and Bombay are also regruited by a tigimum of four and a maximum of eight additional
members of whom at least half must be nonsofficial. ~ Since the passing of that Act Legislative
Councils have also been called into existence in Bengal and the North West Provinces. In the
case of Bengul the Council consists of the Lie?tenai:t-Governor and twelve nominated Counci'llors,
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i inated
. - . . . .t e . nine nomin!
and, in tue case of the North West Provinees, of the Litutenant Governor and

of whom o n ive gen-
. ird i et of native g
Councillors, of wh ne third in each case must he non-ofticial. . . . . A number

to

tlemen of intelligence and capacity and public spivit bave been persuaded to come forwaf'd :Tllxese

lend their services to the function of Government and undoubtedly the standard of merit 0
¢ Legislative Couneils has stood high.”

The Amending Act hesides inere

gives the power of discussing the fin

It emboidies the electiv prineiples.
representative character.

increase of nominated mem

il
asing the number of nominated mewmbers in eacullCZil::"
ancial statement every vear and the power of ‘T'iuterpf% "ed the
The Legislative Councils have from their inception en]oyw the
The Honorable Mover of the second reading with referencd;i e
bers said ¢“ The object of this addition is very easily stated :l;eodon in
think be very easily understood by the House. It is simply by expanding the ares Of.; "
which case you are adding to the strength of the representative character of the Counctis:

 he rep sentative
But now these Councils your Memorialists venture to submit enjoy
character ¢ founded on the franchise.”
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Schwann, M.P., to the Bill to the eff
reforin, of ¢
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mi

.o with the per :
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ouncil may from time to time on the approval of the Secre of them shall
0ns as 1o the conditious under which such nominations or- ‘.‘n[y and P“mrme
be made by the Governor-General, Governors and Lieutenant-Governors respectively

the manner in which such vegulations shall be carried iuto effect.” - -« -

d to 88y
id. ¢ ] am boun
Lord Kimberley has expressed himself ahout that clause. He said,

. 'on’
.. ” 'l‘he Op““
sard to this elective prmc‘pli i 1t would be
< Act.
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[ Cory. ]
DurBay, 14th May, 1806,

To rur H
* HONOURABLE >
" TRE Prive Mixisteg,

Yy armas
PrererMawvitzeurg,

Sir,—You are
) ? reported to have said the f i t v .
on the Seomnd Bontiy 1 1 Juve 5 o i«ollowmg with reference to the Natal Indian Congress

“M

. embers might
. not be : . . :
its way, a 4 e aware that there was in this country a body, a very powerful body in

very uuited bod .
Y, though ul‘u‘:“C‘d“y a seeret bod}.' he meant lhe “« Indiun Congress."

May I ventur .
whether there m:“:‘::y tt’"'s;lg:iltl'ef if that p(.n‘tion of your speech is correctly reported, and if 8o,
may be permitted 1o dmwcy(,m- :n or'the belief that the Congress i.s « practically a secret body " I
was made it was announey o th'(, ention to the fact that when the mtemion. of forming such a body
> papers, that when it was actually formed its formation was noticed

by the W
tness that t
commented upon by thilei, nunual report and Jist of members and rules have been supplied to and
Y the Pres .
ess, and that these pupers have also been supplicd to the (;overnment by -

me in my capaei
Y capacity as Honourary Secvetary to the Congress

I have the honour to remain,
Sir
Your ohedient Serv:mt_,
Sdo M. K, GANDHIL,
Honourary Secretary of the Natal Indian Co

’

ngress.

{Copy.]
Colonial Secretary’s Otlice, Natal.
Pietermaritzburg,,

Stx, 16th May, 1846

lu auswer to vour ,
words reported n; ]l‘t:l::]:e]t):t:l: N :;le Prim? Ministor of the 1ith instant, respectiug cel'tl?iﬂ
Bill. with reference to tlI\:ﬂ N ;llﬂ ¢ use of by him, on the Second Reading of the Franchisé
stite that, in speaking of tl; um' Indian Congress, I am desired by Sir John Robmnsol to
buelief that meetings ¥ at Congress us practicully « secret body, he dig so under the

4s of the Congress ure not open to the public and the Press.

it the Prin L
ne ) ster . .
linister haus been misinformed on this point, 1 am 10 state that he will

be giad 10 be corvected on the subject.

I have the honour to be,
Sir.
Your obedieut Servant,
(sdy C. BIRD,

Mre, ML KO
1. K. Gaxou, Principal Under Secretary:

Dm‘bxm.

", »% N s ‘ ﬂ_

19
D,
[ Corr. ] .
Drurpax. 1xth May, 1896,
C. Birp, Esq.y
Principal Under Secretary,
Colonial Office, N
Pietermaritzburg- : . ; s

tter 2#*3;1".16, dated the h instant, in

cceipt of your le
3 . !
rence to the Natal Indian Congress.

Sik,—1 beg 10 acknowledge the r
vime Minister with refe

reply to my letter to the Honnuruhlq_;thc P
I beg tu state with regard to the matter t
1 to the Press snd Public.
ted in the meet
ngress meeting. Uninvite

bat the Congress meetings are held alwuys with open
Certain Furopean gentlemen, who the Congress
ings were specially invited. One gentleman did
d European visitors also have attended

doors, and they are ope
members thought wight be interes
accept the invitation and. attend a Co

fhe Congress meetings once or twice:
provides that Yuropeans may be invited to become Vice-Presidents.

asked it they would neeept the honour, but they were not

procecdings nre resularly kept.

One of the Congress rules

According thereto two gentlemen were
disposed to do so. Minutes of the Congress

1 beg to remain.
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

Sd) M. K. GANDHI,

Honourary Secretary Natal Indian Congress.

N
T Y
. " °
-
(2‘“ ‘t .
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suppose that this power of exemption would occasionally be used—wparingly perhaps, but
still used. Yet the Attorney.General declared that “ t} power for inclusion given in such
circumstances under the present Bill would not, however, he wished to poiut out, be
attained, except through the Governor.in.Counci]. Every section of the community had
begun to realise what the true meaning was of the responsibility of Ministers and knew
quite well that no Ministers could hold office fourteen days if they took upon themselves
the responsibility of watering the covstituenc
electors.””  Further on he said « there  would e no other voice
throughout  South  Africa than that the electoral ol of the country
should be absolutely confined to persons of the European race,” That was the
starting point from which they hegan and the goal they had in view all a
If these ministerial declarations mean anything, it is that this Government
tion to exercise their right of exewption. Tnen why is it placed on the Bill? Is there

loug.”

' It would be hardly pleasant for a Wealthy Indian merchant to have to apply for a
permit to be ex'empted from the operation of the Bill and also to risk the rejection of his
apph?anon. It is difficult to understund why Europeans not coming from countries which have
not hitherto possessed elective representative institutions founded on the parliamentary franchise

seould exercise the right of voting, while the D S
ol ’ he non.Ey ans
general law of the Colony. Topeans sunqar]y placed caunot under the

The present Bill, according to the view of the Governmeut, is an experimental easure:

“If,” said the Hou. and learned Attorne i
' : orney.General on the second readi e their
belief and their firm belief, the Bill should fy]] el ey to

would be rest in the Colony,” &e.
your Memorialists submit that unless
tried and have failed {i.e. assumin

European), a Bill like the present one should pot

. .. be passed. Y. ialists venture to
submit that this is not a question that P Your Memorialists

affects a mere handful of Her Majesty’ j but it
) o ajesty's subjects,
affects 300,000,000 of Her Majesty’s loyul subjects, The question ig nth h)(')w majny or what

Indians shall have the vote, but the question your Memorialjstg humbly submit is what stalus

the British Indiaus shal] oceupy outside India and ;
a and in the i i . May &
respectable Indian venture out of India j e o onies and allied Sta'e” .

any statys? The Indian community (

a demand, then your Memorialists submit that nothing
. % by name would satisfacborily meet the difficulty.

Your Memorialists, Bowever, beg to draw your attention to the fact that the European

Colonists g5 g body make no such d ¢
: \ emand. = They seem to indifferent. The
Natal Advertiser thus rebukes the indifference ;e y 130 ebeclutaly ind:

“ Perhapc the mauner iy which this all important subject has been treated by

ies by the introduction of Indian’

ot g
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Parliament aleo brings out a fourth point—the indifference of the Colony to its own
politics. It would be higlL!y interesting to discover, if such could be done, how many of
the Colonists have taken the trouble even to read the Bill in question, Perhaps the
proportion who have not read it would be a striking one. The general unconcern of the
Colonists in this matter is demonstrated by the fact that meetings have not been held in
every centre—not to say every nook and corner—of the Colony for ite ventilation, and to
formulate a demand that Parliament should only pass such a Bill as would render abortive
all further controversy over the subject. Had the Colony been fully alive to the real
gravity of the issue, the columns of the newspapers would also have teemed with a serious
and intelligent correspondence on the question. Neither of these things; however, has
happened. As a consequence the Government have .been able t'o get through a measure
supposed to effectually deal with the matter, but which in reality puts it in a far worse
and dangerous position than ever it was before.”

It would appear from the extracts quoted above that the present Bill satisfies neither
party. With the utmost deference to the Natal’ Ministry and to both the Legislative bodies
here your Memorialists submit that the fact that the Bill has been accepted by them does not
signify much. The very members who refrained from any active opposition to the measure are,
as the Natal Witness puts it, distrustful of it,

Your Memorialists hope that they have shown to your satisfaction that the danger
referred to above is imaginery and that the present Bill is unsatisfactory from the point of view

“of those who wish to see the Indians disenfranchised as also from that of the Indians themselves,

In any case, howerer, your Memorialists claim that sufficient facts and arguments have been
brought out to show that the question should not be hastily disposed of, and that there is no
necessity for so doing. The Natal Witness thinks that  no explanation, at least no satisfactory
one, has been given for the auxiety to rush the Bill through.” The Natal Advertiser opines
that *“ this Indian franchise question is a most vital one and there should be no haste in settling
1t for ever. Iudeed the best course would be to postpone the proposed Bill and have the whole
matter for the cousideration of the constituencies when they have accurate information before
them.” (28/3/96).

The feelings of the Indian community may be well expressed in the words of the
London Times. The Times (weekly edition, 20th March, 1896), says :—

*“If the Indians are allowed to carry with them their status as British subjects to
foreign countries and British Colonies whither they go in quest of work, the opening up of
Africa holds out new possibilities to Indian labour. The Tndian Government and the
Indians themselves believe that it is in South Africa that this question of their status must be
determined. If they secure the position of British subjects in South Africa, it will be almost
impossible to deny it to them elsewhere. If they fail to secure that positiou in South
Africa it will be extremely difficult for them to attain it elsewhere. They readily
acknowledge that Indiau labourers who accept a coutract of service for a period of years,
as the price of aided immigration, must fulfil the conditions of their coutract, however it
™ay curtail their rights. But they hold that after the period of contracted labour hag
expired they are entitled to the status of Britich subjects in whatever colony or country
they have fixed their abodes The Indian Government may reasonably ask that
-after Indian labourers have given their best years to South Africa they should not be
forced back upon Iudia by denying to them the status of British subjects in their adopted

ho,?cs_ Whatever the decision may be it will seriously affect the future development of
emigration in India.” '

Dealing particularly with this question of franchise and the figures compiled from the
Natal Government Gazette and now accepted as correct, the same paper says under date 31st
January, 1896 (weekly edition).
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" According to this return, there are in the Colony 9,309 European W’e’d
voters against 257 registered voters of British Indiar, origin. Nor if Mr. Gandbi’s
statewments are correct, does it seen possible th

at any period within the range of practical politics. , . Not only are all Indian

also all British Indiaus whatsoever, exoept

The returns show that even under the eXisting law it takes a long time for a Brit

Indian to attain the franchise in Natal. With the exception of 63 British Indians, many
of whom started with capital, and whos

rest of the 23] voters seem to have reside

It is precisely this ¢l
and other electorates ip India.
higher privileges than he enjoys
lnconsistent with the facts. .
Englishmen and Indians stand on the g4
vincial, and the Supreme C
does the plea that the British

in India aud that he has no franchise whatev-er w“nln:l::il:

So far as government by voting .e'xlsfa :he Pro.

me footing, and alike in the M?”‘mpal' ' Nor

ouncils the native interosts are powerfully represeﬂwd.i)imi“
Indian is unacquainted with the nature and responsi

of representative government

in the
bear inspection. There is probably no other country 1B
world in which representative

. . > d T
institutions have penetrated so deeply into the life ﬂ":
people. . .

The question now before Mr. Chamberlain i8 not an academic one. 1t 18 not “:
question of argument but of race feeling. The Queen's Proclamation of 1868 ":: the
Jull vights of British subjects to the Indians, sy Uhey vots in England and vt in 0
British Parliament on the same terms as Englishmen. But these q"?'hw? the

i i ¥ peoples, and as the steamship brings

emselves
nto closer contact they will present th jves by
in more acute forms, Two things are clear. Such questions will not settle themse

being ignored, and a strong government at home affords the best Court of A.PM ;: |
adjudicate upon themn. W, cannol wfford a war of roces among our own au,b]od&t o
ndia to suddenly arrest the d°V°l°Pm.? e
he supply of iwmigrants as it woulq be for Natal to dey the

component populations of Greater Britajn i

Axnd for this act of

} . ver
Justice and mercy your Memorinlista, a8 in duty bound, ghall for
pray, &c., &,

Doureavy, 22n4 May, 1896,

« a/vézﬂ

at the Indiun vote can swamp the European

i muniei
ass of men who form the most valued element 1;1 f'h°n B0t o Pd .’
The argument that the Iudian in Natal ca

@)- Wm‘?’m /{a/d Aol

'
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APPENDIX A.

\

speaker and Members of the
urable the Speaker anc -
e theHIjsggrable the Legislative Assembly of Natal in.

Pletermaritzbure.
Parliament assembled, Pietern o

@he Memorial of the nndersigned Indians residing in this Colonp

[UMBLY SHEWETH
LY SHEWET N |
:.[ = Memorialists as representing and on behalf of the Indian (/Olmnumt{v
our Me alists ] . ‘ : : -
'It‘fl‘l 9;: “:l;]l:l-oach this Honorable House with regard to the Frauchise I aw Amenc
in Natal respectfully  Honorab |
i v ou for consideration. . | |
ment Bill now befor?‘v_ me that the Bill is meant chiefly if ot solely to affect .the Indl_an
Your Memorialists a[:sl;nd replaces the Act 25 of 184 which was intended to disfranchise
ity i it repes ]
Community in that it repe |
ians in the Colony. " -
the Indians in ial that was presented to this Hlonorable House on heha-.]f of. the Indian Coimd
g Memm::bje(’t when th: Act 25 of 1891 was ‘under consideration, it was contende
. y . . .
mumg O:nsl;:nssa;d possess elective Representative Institutions in India.
that the

i ‘ i i Luropean origin which
The present Bill disfranchises natives of ¢‘ountries not being of Eu op g

ive institutions i ir native land.
have not possessed elective representative institutions in their own

i i illy awkw i i bresent
The I]Ositi()n of your Memorialists thel‘efore 18 pamfull; a.“kward m Opp()smg the prese
" € i i % chi y 4 Tialists
Yet See-ng that the Bill tacitly proposes to deal with the Indian Elﬂ.n(‘h.lls.e our \Iemo
81 1 ] | ' e i yiews about the Bill and also to sh()w
i i i ly to Xpress their vi 3 > ! !
consider it to be their duty I‘espectful y . " . o l o
f 'lle]‘ on what grounds th y elieve that the Indians p()SseSS elective represe ntative inst tutions
urt at grou s the b :
in ]X]dia.

: ¢¢ Indis Councils Act (18361) Amendment Bill ” in
he Houme of Gammons on the 3811 dny of Mareh, 156, he thor Sy of st o
the House of Com ) S, - to expound to the Hou

India, said ¢* The object of f;hc anll t::lgl;v;i‘;;::’}; g;] ?n;(i)a? ti)) give further opportunity.t.han Iat,
basis and .extend the 'func;lio?aloand the Native element in Indian Society to take 173”; m t ":
present exisis to the 1‘40'(‘1"’. (;llis way to lend official recognition to that ’remarkab?e devel OP"W"r
moh . poltinl indunt s i oo encis e e e ol unong the bigher classes of
?:(:li]argzciety since th; Government .of I'pdilasv.vlné ;Jakgc,;:l :t\iv:: l;)i ‘::(:SC;;\:;:; sort ot other, but
one to amend the India Councils’ Act of 1861, Le

ieti i ve existed in India for a very
i what ract tlicting validity ha
: ‘hat confused character and con y
powers of a some

: s y dating from the date of the
: ' last India Conpany dating
i xisted with the rule of the ¢ld Eas AR - which Tudi
long time. 'fhe:; ed“s ;”d Stuart sovereigns, bat the modern legislative sy steulx lll;del \: hlchh'ndx:
e Ludor S anning the Secretaryship o
Ctha::;i: fewt:ils?s owes its origin to the Vice-royalty of Lord (/Mmmgs'ff‘"é t;(;\'ood in 186-]yca:ricd
tSt:te of S'£ C. Wood who was afterwards clevated to the peerag{’([%‘-l Allt -f ooy ’constitut,ed o
i L. - . he Act o b1 ¢
h lia Councils’ Act of that year. ) ! e e
::m'ulghﬁthe House.lthff llllt ']‘a——th'c Supreme Council of the Vieeroy and the l’{mmmal Co‘unuls of
Me %li:a:::d(lz;mm;l ; mTh:(Slupreme LegistativeCouncil of the Viceroy vnly consists of the Governor.
a Oombay. . e L . .. H H 3 .
G 1 %0d bis & ¥ itive Council and i8 recruited by a minimum of six and a maximum of twelye
enera wxecutive vernor-General of whom at least half must be non-
additional members who ure nominated by the Governor-G , ) o ,

. ' the native element. 'The Legislative Councils
official whether they are drawn from the Eurgpean or - and . ?. iglit additional
‘of Madras and Bombay are also recruited by a minimum of”foul and a m.a.\lmum of eight ac I 101.1a .
members of wWhom at least half must be non,-oﬁic_ial. Since the passing of that Act Legislative
Councils have also been called into existence in Bengsl and the North West Provinces.

In the
case of Dengul the Council consists of the Lieytena‘ht—

Governor and Lwelve nominated Councillors,



1!

and, in tue cuase of the North West Provine

es, of the Litatenant Governor and nine nominated
Councillors, of whom one third in each case

nust be non-oflicial. . . | | A number of native gen-
and public spivit have been persuaded to come forward and to

lend their services to the funct on of Government and ondoubtedly the standard of werit of these
¢ Legislative Couneils has stond high.”

tlemen of intellizence and capacity

The Amending Act hesides inereasing the number of nominated members in each Council

il statement every venr and the power of * interpellation.”
The Legislative Councils have from their inception enjoyed the
The Honorable Mover of the second reading with reference to the
increase of nominated members said *¢ The object of this addition is very easily stated and will I
think be very euasily understood by the House. 1t is simply by cxl)al](li;)g the area of selection in
which case .ou are adding to the strength of the representative character of the Councils.”

gives the power of discussing the finane
It codo los the o tr. A/;/‘I'ur/"r/».i'_

represeutative character.

But now these Councils Your Memorialists venture to submit enjoy the representative
character -+ founded on the franchise.”

Speaking to an Amendment, Ly Mr. Schwann, M.P., to the Rill to the effect that *‘ no
reform. of Councils that does not embody the elective priuciple will be satisfactory.”

Mr. Curzon said, ** I should like to point out to him that our Bill does not necessarily

exclude some such principle as the method of selection, election or delegation with the permission

of the House I will read the words of the sub-section of (lause I. It runs as follows: ¢« The

Governor-General in Council may from time to time on the approval of the Secretary of 'Smt:all
Council make regulations as to the conditions under which such nominations or uny of them 8! "
be made by the Governor-General, Governors and Lieuteuant-Governors respectively and prescri

the manner in whicl such vegulations shall be carried into effect.”

Lord Kimberley has expressed limself about that clause. lie said, ** I am bound f.o.“y
that I express my whole satisfaction witl, regard to this elective principle.” 'The opinions
€xpressed by Lord Kimberley are shared by the Secretary of State under this Act. 1t would be
in the power of the Viceroy to invite representative boddies in Indin to clect or select or delegate

. ive
Tepresentatives of those bodies of their opinion to be nominated to these Councils and by electd
measures.”

The Right Honorable M. Gladstone spesking on the same subject after explam.m.g :;:1;
8peeches of the Honorable Movers of the second reading of the Bill and its amendment said )
think | may fairly say that the speech of the Under-Secretary appears to me to embody the electl:G
principle in the only wense in which we should expect it to be embodied. . . . Itis evident th?t the
Breat question -and it i3 one of great and profound interest—before the House is that of tht? intro-
duction of the elective clewent. into the (rovernment of India. What 1 wish is that tflell' first
steps shall be of a genuine uatyre and that whatever scope they give to the elective principle. gﬂl

. joiple
be real, there is no diference of principle. I think that the acceptance of the elective g”” fmi:k

by the honorable geotleman (Mr. Curzou) though guarded was not otherwise thf‘
acceptance.” r

'l‘urning Yo the Regulations made and published in.accordance with m“b(::e;:ct[;v 0::
" Memorialists submit that the remarks hereinbefore quoted are fully burac out. To vﬂ' e[ -e d(;)

buy Leginlative_(,‘om)cil'for instance out uf the eighteen nominated wpembers eigt.lt are eecte '.Y’
or as it is put in the Regulations nominated on the recommendation ” of the vailous r«'.xpresentltl"
bodies which are enfranchised for the purpose of Fegislative (‘ouncils. The Corpomtlm-: of‘. B:l;:‘
bay (itself au elective body) Municipal Corporatisus other than the Bombay Corporatnon' ln the
Bombay Presidency prescribed by the Governor in (‘ouncil, District Local Boards px'escrl?ed a8
above. the Sardars of Decean of or other class of ‘lﬁrge land holders prescribed as sbove, Associations
of merchante, tradesmen, ete., prescribed as al;O\'e, and the Scuate of the University of 'Bomb‘)'
fecommend or elect these cight member s by a majority of votes or in the case of Asgociations l.mt
established by law in the maoner laid down in their rules for carrying resolutious or recordiog
decisions upon questions of business brought before guch Associations.

e

e geen
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. .
In the Sardars of the Deccan this Honorable House will notice there are. even direct voters
n € >arqar;

for the election of members of the Council.
The regulations for the other Councils are much the same.

Such is the character of the Legislative Councils in In(?ia and t%ne political franc'hise. The
difference therefore your Mcmorialists beg respfaetlvely to point out 1(51 not o(;u:l of klfld btut; .of
degree only. The reason is not because the Indians do not kno?v or understand the represen a' ive

i ( Memorialists cannot do better than quote again from the speech of the Right
f{rimﬁ;} hli:m(-}ladstone partly quoted above; hc thus explained the reasons for the restrictive
on e Mr. 3
char:eier of the elective principle. . _ L
~ «Her Majesty’s Government ought to understzu?d that it will be regar(.led 88 4 most grz.;ve
di intment if after all the assurances we have received th'at'an at.ten.lpt will be made to bring
. 1sappe’ ion this powerful engine of Grovernment (i.e. the elective principle) there should not be
- OPQ‘TM“O“ lnb " nticipate from their action. I do not speak of its amount, I speak more
s‘;“_‘:s r:::llitt;uo lIiSaZeAasiati; Country like Tndia with its ancient civilization withi its institutions
of i .

iversi : religions and pursuits, with such an enormous extent
iar, wi : rersity of races, religi
. 8o peculiar, with such a div A

£ ntrv. and such a multitude of human beings as probably execept in China were never before
. §° o r{r; le G‘ovemment; I can understand that there should be difficulties in carrying what we
ras ) . . .
Zn i(:.e at_o gfe accomplished. But great as the difficulties are the task is a noble one, and will
es ¥

. require the utmost prudence and care in conducting it to a successful consummation. All these

things induce us to look forward cheerfully to a great future for India, and to expect that a real
suceess will attend the genuine application even though it may be a limited one of the elective

Lo = » ¥y .
Pi'ihciple of the Grovernment of that vast and almost immeasurable country.

The opinion of those who are qualified to speak on Indian subjects seems to be unanimous
as to the representative character of the Indian Councils.

. M 3 yx o 66T
Sir William Wilson Hunter, the greatest living guthm‘lt}‘ on Indlan,sub](%(iti, i?g;' . I;te
I Y - Lord Cross e
representative principle is now being cautinusly extended under Lord Closs" Act of 1892, to
Legislative Councils both of the Supreme and the Provinecial Grovernments.

The 7imes dealing with the Indian Franchise in Natal, says ; — o o

*t The argument that the Indian in Natal cannot claim h.ighel' pl.'lvllegesf‘th.:.t h‘fr::j‘l’;‘,zi:;
India, and that he has no franchise whatever in India is inconsmtcn't with th&; ttcls-l’n e

- has precisely the same franchise in India which the Englishman f:lll‘))’s- _(A “':l L:l?el xio'liﬁations

Municipal Franhise the article goes on to say) A similar principle applies wi I‘II e Flkect,orate
incident to our system of Government in India to what may be callled the t_gl“‘22; million;
The elected members of the Supreme and the Legislative Couucils which deu} -“ll“. o
of British subjects are mainly elected by Native hodies. Apart from the oﬂlcmh lepres:ers are
of Government in the*Supreme and Provincial Legislatures about one-hfl]f t.(:, {D]E:lt e
Natives. Tt would be wrong to push this analogy too far. Dut it answers _L:Iet] m°l:;:e nob vote
allowing British India éubjects a vote in Pritish Colonies on the‘ gl'f’“"d tha ) llt?:diéns stand on
in India. So far as Government by voting exists in India, -]unghshmen ;m e
the same footing, and alike in the Municipal the Provincial and the Supre ,
Native interests are powerfully represented.

. t the w British India is
The Municipal Franchise is very broad in India, and almost the whole of

studded by Municipal Corporations and Local Boards.

> i » elass of Indians already on the Vote. s’ Rolls in Nutal, the Tiues article
l.eferre:l:zﬂ:tl):ic:fa :;J;.‘(.ltf.l :ti:l;)(}'::iscly this class of men \\'ho.fm"_lt] the m?‘it a\;:ﬁlizzdoslelxz:r;:
in the municipal and other electorates in India. Throughout th? .(.)() n:umu'p oes of Tt
the British and the Native voters have equal rights, and 6790 Municipal (,;r‘nlnx\slmo?‘;l;l .
were Natives as against 839 Furopeans. The European vvobe (31) Lh(? In ;m : u: ‘ .-[ 1| Bourde
was therefore only one to 8 Indian votes, while in the Natal hlec.tulate tfel.t, a.x > 87 { : p
votes to one British Indian. . . . . . It must be remembeied that.'[ml::m Municipalities ac mmls)er
4 popalation of 15 millions and an expenditure of 50 million Rupees.™
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As to the Acquaintance of the Indi

an with the nature and reponsihilities of representative
institutions the same article gays ;

‘* There is probably no other country
penetrated so deeply into the lif, of the
had for ages its council of f
of the little community,
last Year there was no sy

in the world in which representative institutions have

people.  Every custe, every trade, every village in India
- admini ions

ve which practically legistated for nml conducted the administration

cl rural system of self-adininistration eveq in Kngland.

Mr. Schwany . M.P

. . stion of
on the same stibject says. « Do pot suppdse that the quest
election is a new ne in Iniia

. . S T i: an the
+ -« . There is no question which is more specially Indian th e
. . L. . : ‘re i8 no
question of electioy Most of our civilization has come from India. And there i

. L. lastern principle of
slightest doubt that we oursclves dre practising a development of the Eastern princip
election.”

Under <uch circumstances the Indi

iy e find
Al community whom the Bill is iutended affect
it most ditlicult to understand i,

Your memorialists subhmit that the vagne

. PRRTITY i (]
uess and ambiguity of the Bill are very undesirabl
and fair neither

) k —_— ‘e both in a state of
to the European community nor the Indian. Lhey leave both
Suspense whicl iy painful to the latter.

. cable se to the fact
Your memorialists fespectfully draw tle attention of this Ionorable Hou

. ) . v 3% Europeans., and that
that according to the present Voters” Roll, there i5 ope Indian to every 3% Kurop ‘
the Indian voters belong to the most resnecta

. are residents of
ble element, in that community and ave resi
long standing with large stakes in the

Colony.

Tt is sajq however that the pre
may assume in futyre. But the fact,
Indian Community hag |
Voters’ Roll, in your me

. N i rote
sent list is no guide to what proportions the Indian v

. on the
een threatened, po more Indians have had their names p]:ced
v . . o nt.
morialists himble opinion, sutlicicntly disposes of the arguine
The truth 1, anq your me

] icuce, there are
morialists venture to speak frow persounal expericnce,
+ Dot very many Indians in the (,

. : W a8 it is'
lony who have got the legal property qualification, lo

Your memori
objections thap one,
in a most invidious

. s re

alists respectfully subwit that the Bill under discussion 151 0!:-0 l:u::in:;;)on

In your memoriglists’ hymble opinion it introduces t',he'co ou N

manner. For while natives of other countries not enjoving decmeh they
sentative institution may not become voters, natives of the states of Europe even thoug

.oter r the
. o . . ' become voters unde
may not enjoy such 1ostitutions in {he countries they come from, may beco

General Francljse Law of the Colony,

It would make thé sous of nou-European women of questionable ]'eplltull(‘)n ehgl!:)l‘:“;;
voters s lony ae the father iy g European, while it would prevent the son 0{' a ]"“m*; i?:e from
of noble birty, should she chogse tq marry a nobleman belonging to a ,]9n-},ul'ol)9§n
becomiug & voler under the General Franchise Law of the Colony.

ich the
Assuming that the Indians come undgr the scope of the Bill, the m'ethOd._ bia:;:;c to thi
may get themeelves Dlaced on the Voters’ Roll will be a source of constant li:,rug dissensions
Indian community, und may give rise to. g system of favouritism and cause ser .
among the members of the Indian commnunity..

[y

The Bill is moreover caleulated to involve the Indinn commun'it): . (;lfd]l-css htl{:;a)t:gile:;
order to enalle them to vindicate their rights, which your memorialists think are Cdl
definition withogt ARy recourse to the lyw courts of the Colony.

Ahove all it wi
to see the Indians dis
memorialists. fear hag

A, 4ns y ow wish
Il transter the agitation from the hands of the Europeans, who b

franchised into those of the Indian community. And the agitation your
to be perpetual. -

Tt is most humbly submitteq that such

& state of things is very undesirable in the interests
of all the communities inhabiting this Colony

- B L gt vy .

R i . ' 18’ Aet, .
which it represented until the Introduction of the Parish Councils t,

- : he .
that during the two Years that the disfranchisement of &

e et e S
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C e . . have ventured to come
' a careful investigation for over =.; yeahr Furopean 1o absolutors
Your memorialists ’;ﬁ’e; ar ahout the -Indian vote swamping the Europ A
1 that the fe
to the conclusion,
imaginary. d venture to hope that this Hororable House before
pray an : i - indirectly introduein
And therefore re“:e;ﬂyre:;tricti"e of the Indian vote, or directly or fuulit;‘e'c ) b wou!ﬁ
i ¢ Bill, specially ’ i iry into the real state of affairs w
assenting to any 1d institute an inquiry v
istincti ould  ins — , ¢ legal property
any colour distinction “(:,“Ii'liane there are in this Colony who possess th gal  proy ‘
3 ng¢ E
many residen . Joters' Rull.
show ho: s necessary for being placed on the Vo
qualification R

T s i und shall fer
f justice and mercy your memorialists as in duty ho
is act of justice :
And for this a

e.. &c.
ever pray, &c., &c

Sd. ABDUL CAREEM HAJEE ADAM,
Durban, ‘and others. 3
27/4/96. B}
" e
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. DurBax, 14th May, 1896,
O THR ‘oL .
HoNourasie The Prive Mixisreg,

) IS STe—
I TETRRMARITZBURG,

Sig,—You are

on the Second Reading of the Franchise Bill ;.-

* Members might not be

its way, a very unit i
A ed budy, though practically a secrct body, he meunt the « Indian Congress.”

May I venture to €
whether there ape
may be permitted to draw Your attention to
Was made it was announced iy the
by the Witness thyt the annual
comuented upon by the Press, an

me W my capac 3
Yy capreity as Honourary Secretnry to the Congress

I have the honour to remain,
Sir,
Your abedient Servant,

Sd.) M. K. GANDHI,

Huonourary Secretary of the Natal Indiun Congress.

C. .
[(U)l’\'.] ' .
Colonial Secretary’s Otlice, Natal.
2,837 /96,
Pietermantzburg,,
St 16th May, 1548.

' .|.l“ thSWer to your lettter to the Prime Minister of the 14th instant, respecting certaift
;‘i?i'l‘. ;:;:(;i::‘ #s having btﬁen made use of by him, ou the Second Reading ot the Franchise
. 1t et encc_ to the Nutal Indian Congress, I am desired by Sir John Robmnson to
ht\“l:ttli;::t ::::P.c ak.mg of thut Congress as practically u secret body, he did so ander the

etings of the Congress ure not upen to the pubhe and the Press.

be e it the Prime Minister has been misinformed on this point, I am to state thut he will
¢ giud 10 be correrted on the subject.

[ have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
(sd.) C. BIRD,

Mr. M. K. Gaour, Principal Under Secretary.

Durban,

RS osnt gt vty e o o -

e e e o C. - . . — -

repor ave sal . . :
ported to have said the tollowing with reterence to the Natal Indian Congress
aware that there was in this country a body, u very powerful body in

nquire it that portion of vour speech is correctly reported, and if so,
any ygrounds for the belief that the Congress is “ practically a secret body ?” 1
the fuct that when the intention of forming such a body
papers, that when it was actually formed its formation was noticed
report and list of members and rules have been supplied to and -
d that these pupers have also been supplied to the Government by -

e
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[ Copy. ] '
Durnax, Isth May, 1896,

€. Bikp, Esa., ‘
Principal Under Secretary,
Colonial Office,
Pietermaritzburg. - - ; .

Sik,—I beg to acknowledae the receipt ot your letter 283&’&6, dated Vthe Ngl instant, in
' . . . ;D

Iv to my letter to the Honourable the Prime Minister with reference to the Natal Indian Congress.
mp )' - = K -

that the Congress meetings are held always with open
Certsin Kuropean gentlemen, who the Congress
tings were specially invited. One gentleman did

ninvited European visitors also have attended

3
I beg to ~tate with regard to the matter

doors, and they are wpen to the Press and Public.

members thouglit might be interested in the mee

T N TeSS img. U
accept the invitation awd attend a Congress meeting

the Congress meetings once or twice.
1t Kuropeans may he invited to become Vice-Presidents.
i 4 ! )

Lo the Coneress rules provides th
‘e of the Congress rules p copt the honour, but they were not

asked it they would uc

ceordi retd o men were
According thereto two wentle . e Kept
provecdings are reg \ )

disposed t do so.  Minutes of the Congress

1 beg to remain.
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

i8d.) M. K. GANDHI,

Honourary Secrctary Natal Indian Congress.
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