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~ No. 521, Pustic, Sra My 1896

ot

-~ goldiers.

Qaptein . H. ARBUTHNOT, .Oo'mmnndant,',f[is Excellonocy the Governor’s” Bod

Guard, to the Military Secretary -to Iis- Excollenoy the Grovernor, dated Madras, 80th.
‘November 1896, No. 216, S S o oo

'With reference to our convorsation on a suggostion that the question of the removal of the
Body* Guard to Bangelore during the absence of the Governor from Madras might be favourably
-vonsidered nt the samo {ime as its roconstitution, I have the honour to submit the following notes
for His Excellency’d consideration, . .. i - R _

. 2. The olimate of Madras is during no month of the year such that a mounted soldier ocan
. oarry out his duties effectively - without foeeling the effocts of it, Axnd as the men of the corps’
are besoming loss and less natives of the place, and many of them are drawn from parts of India

-+ “with a-oold weather of varying degreo, the elfech of the climate on them, as soldiers, seems to me
- %0 be more ox less deteriorating. . '- T R g . S :
3. To groom a horse properly in Madras,'a

From'

sleavaless short eont and trowsors of white cotfon, but after couple of deys’ work in them, it is
~ diffipult to distingnish a man, as regards his clothing, from a cooly. For tho samo réasoni the

discouraging to a’manrof'ordinary perseveranoce, © - - S ‘

" 4. The absendo of any lines of any gort is dotrimental toths maintenarice of' diseipline and
proper supervision. It isas annoying to me to rocognise men passing up the Mount Road—the
-main thoroughfare of Madras—dressed in the c¢lothes. I have doeseribed shove, as it muast be to

. olean and smart in the Madras clbmate,
7 8. A rémoval of the Body Guard to Banga
“goom very desirable for the converse of the reasoni above given.  T'he cool climate would, reriew
. their ane'_rg%y-and allow of moro work being gob gut of thom when in Madras, - During tho monthe.
i which 't s _sadvan
~geously employed in keeping their horsemanship and shooting up to the mark in a genial climate.
... 1.8, Tt would he. desirable to build lines for-them in Bangalore,.where.they oould have-their
familics ; ‘while as bachelors, donbtless space for a bachelor’s block could be found i tho present
‘Body Guard-lines..” As regards their Yomoval to Bargalore ad '
‘eourse, with o dus consideration for the seasons ‘of the yenr at which the ‘moves would’ be made,
viz., April and Ootober; bo advisable that they should be xailed; as in'the case of His Ixoellency
the Vieovoy’s Body Guard; 0000 i s T B T

. Forwarded fo the Lioutonant:Genoral Commanding the Foroes fos
nion and with the request that the reply may bé transmitted through'
*of Milifary Accounts for report on the expenditure involved by the'pro

+ - Endorsement; No, RO
favour of opi-

posal.’

o Gk Ja@@ag‘y-lﬁgﬁ. TR VR R e

Ghief Secretary

. From His Excollency Lieutonmt-Gon
.~ . TForoes,-Maduras, to the Chief Secrotar
' '12th March 1806, No. 498-M.W.

. Governior, when I was in Madrasa few days ago, that the Body Guar
- ho'reconstitnted, - Under. these ‘cireumstances it will . bo as well.-if
.+ ramoval to Bangalore stands, over; has hean
.+ reconstifubion’ will take,’ .o .

ard will probably”
if the :question of

ek :
e

' '“l. _:‘”’_ﬁ':‘ 4.'.
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o 7 T'do mot think I quite agree 'Wit‘hfGa,pta,iu_-AfbutHnot'as?tb the a',.riilw‘ris'é,bi_'lity of
. -railing ; this would add largely to the expense, and I consider the march would dm = .
. many ways be highly beneficial and tend to improve the value of the men as practicel =

_ man fecjuires to have the 11'pperlp1:iit-of ‘his bodjr .
- atleast naked. I lhnve discontinped the use of any kind of uniform ab stables and substituted 8 *

‘work of cleaning and burmishing. his saddlery wnd keeping Lis unifoim  fit for duty is very
. ~.$ho men themselves, who can hardly be ‘expacted to make a third ohange out. of “their stable kit .~ - -
. merely to proceed homs. Tu short, it is almogh impossible for & mounted soldier to kesp himself = . -
loke durmg the : a.bé'ajlié_c;if of :.,'ﬂ‘m.j‘ e dv:ﬁlilél;.:d\.'.‘.’ Would. -

hoy - aro morely existing . or perhaps deferiovating i Madres, they gould be sdvents~ -

and back to Madvas, it would, of

' @ewd)  nomoPmion,
General 0, M. OLARKE, Commanding the
y to Government,’ dated Qotacamund, ~ - -

Your Noi 6, dated 6th January 1896 T underatood fmmH i Exzeeﬂeuoythe L

in any crso-untilit hag beon settled what form this i
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2, The proposal will involve considerablo oxpense, as:linos would. have fo bo
built on land which in.all probability will have to be acquired: from the Mysore
" Government, as tho Civil and Military station is already overorowded and there i# ne
gite in it which I could recommend should be so utilized. : T
8. Tho cost of moving to and fro hoth by route march and rail is considerablo
and there is also the queation of proposed separation from thoir families, which will
_ probably not be acceptable to tho men. — - ‘
4, The question, T think, had bettor await orders of Government of India on the
subject of reconstitution and the arrival of His Ixcelleney’s successor. :

bl e st

From Colonel P. J. MATTLAND, Offciating Secrotary to tho Government of
Indin, Military. Dopartment; to the Chief Secretary to the Government of
Madras, datod Fort William, the 12th March 1886, No, 793-B, = -

T am desired to acknowledge the receipt of Ietter, No. 7911, dated the Blst
December 1884, from the Government of Madras in thoeir late Military Department,
in which reply is made to the proposal of the Govermment-of India that the strength
- of the Madras Body Guard shonld be reduced to that of the Body Cmard of the
- Clovernor ofiBombay, that iy to say, to a total of 70 of all Native ranks. L
2. The Government of Madras, while strongly 'deprecating a reduction in the .
- present strength of the Governor’s Body Guard in troopers and horses, ave of opinion
“that some reduction in the establishments, and in'thé amount of stafl allowances, can
“he- effected without greatly impairing the. efficiency of the corps. The saving
resulting from the proposed measures, if adopted, would amount te Rs. 8,827 per
L Annu, S A S wo e T ey
8. Inreply I am direoted to observe that an arrengement under-which 125 of -
~the men of the three Madras cavaliy regiments are pormanently absent must be |
detrimental ‘to the officiency of those regiments and to the men individually, as they!
"have to live in the bazaars of  Madvas, while during seven months of the year thero

are no duties for the Body CGuard to perform. S
- 4, Having given the matter their very careful consideration, the Governor- .
- @eneral in'Counell ig - strongly disposed to helieve that, with'a view to sesuring -b'oﬁ:h% _
- efficienoy and ‘economy, it is- desirable that the establishments of - the three Madrasf . . -
- leavalry vegiments: should be pormanently reduced by a total of 70 men, and that af. -
o geparate Body Guard of this strength should be ereated, ~If this were carried out, 2f . -
" half squadron of Madras cavalry eould be sent to the presidency to assist the Body

Guard for thefive months of the year during which His Excellency the Governoi is
" there, and at any other -time if required, The adoption of f;hi_s_-mep,‘sglré would, His
. Txoelloney in Council considers, adequately provide both for the duties for which a:
. Body Guord is- primerily intended, and for any others which may now devolve upon}
it while financinlly it would resnlt in a deovense of expenditure of Bs, 22,660 per”
“agnum, ag showy in the esbimate attached. . Deducting Rs, 1,385, which is estimated
£ be the average cost of sonding linlf o squadron of eavelty to Madras to'do duby .
duriug tho winter monfhs, the not seving yould amouat o Rs. 21,226 por ennm,
B0 T pa therefore to recommend this moeasure for the favoirable and early con-
. gideration of the Madrag: Gtovernment. ~As tho permanent Body Guard,, if formed, -
- yyould ot vequive an Adjutant, I'am to request that no appointment may bemade in .
* sticoession to Licutenant Humphrey, the present Adjutant, pending a final decision dg .. °

C

" sticcession t . phre
to. the future of the, Body Guard

spy forvardod to—

. The Finanee Department, for information.

Mo Adjulant-Gonoxal {n Tadia, for-tho
L Commander-insChish - LT S B

o Coiitroller of  Military Accounts, Madrts - Commandy for: information,
" voforondo ko his lottor, No. 803+C, datod the 30th Ootobor 1895,

The Accowntant-General, Military Doparfiont, for information, -

ilont-Conernl ‘in-Tndis, - fo
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Body Guard of His lxcolleney the Vieeroy ;

o 1. '3:'1‘he‘fﬁo_llowiﬁg

No. 521, Pusrre, 81w May 1896,

e Tt )

Lk

Onpsn— Mo, 531, Public, dated Sth May 1806, | |
t 1894, the Government of

In its lotter, No. 2283-B, Military, daterd 26theAugus
Indin suggested that the strength of the Madras Body Guard should bo reduced to
that of Bombay, viz., to a total of seventy of all native ranks, on tho grounds (1) that

it 19 the strongest of the Body Guards of tho th:.~: Presidencies f}nd in excess of the
(2) that it is absolutely necessary

y
that” every possible cconomy should be effected in thoe severcly-strained condition of

the finances. J . :
2. His Excellency the Governor in Council deprecated. strongly, for various
reasons which were set forth in lelter, No. 7911, Military, dated 31si December 1894,
any reduction in the strength of the troopers and horses of the Dody Guard, but was
of opinion that some measures of economy, both in regard to establishments and the
amounts of stafl allowances, eould he effected without impairing, to any great extent,
the efficieney of the corps. It was pointed out to the Government of India thot noy
reduction in the strength of the troopers and horses of the Body Guard could only be
effected at the cost of moving a detachment of Madras cavalry from Dangalore to
Madras for five months in the year—a moagure which would not only involve somo
expense but would be undesitable as detrimental to the cfficiency of the regiment

regnired to supply the detachment, } . .
B, After giving the matter very careful consideration, the Government of India
has come'to the conclusion that the present avrangement under which 125 men of the

three Madras cavalry regiments are permanently absent from their corps must bo
deterimental to efficiency and to the men individually, and considers it desirable that
the establishnients of those regiments should be permancntiy reduced by a total of
seventy men, and that a'separate Body Gtuard of this strength should be created. The
 Government of Indin is willing that a balf squadron of Madras cavalry should be
- gent to the Presidency to assist the Body Guard for the period during which lis
Excellency the Governor is in residence there, and &t any other fime if vequired,
4. The Government, in view of the strongly-expressed opinion of His Bxcellency
" the Grovernor-General in Council and of the undonbted gain in efficiency of the three.
cavalry regiments which would result from the proposal of the Government of India
boing carried out, resolves to acquissce in ity gubject to the modification that a second
Turopean officer shall be permanently rotained.for the Body Guard, as Iis Excelloncy:
~in Council considers that apart-from the question of sicknesy or.absence a singlo-officer-
-canmot properly supervise seventy men and horses, His Tixcellency attaches very

great importance to this point.. S o R A
~ B. The letter from the Military Secretary to His Excellency the Governor rend

ahovo relates to a proposalito move the Boedy Guard to Bangalore during the absenco
of Tis Fxcellency from Madras. - The Governmont is of opinion that such a measure
would bo open to varions objections and is uof disposed to sanction A
‘ 1d be reconsidered -

.. 6, Tho question of providing lines for the Body Guard should be
" in the light of the final arrangements effected on the reconstitution of the.force. .
letter will ho addressed to the Governmont of India, - R

[Horo ontor No. 522, doted 8th May 1826.]

4

(s Btraot)

O Olief Seerclary.

o 4l Tionteriant-Gleroral Commanding tho Fortes, Madus, -
5 Military Seoretary to Ilis Excollenoy tho Governor. .- -
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6.0, No. 521, 8th May 1896.

| H1s Excallency the Governor
' Body Guard.

strongth and the veconstitution of ~-, subject to
shall " Dbo parmumnt v rotained for tho Boidy

on the sub;ecf;

Acqmescmg in tlio sehoma suggeqted by the-
Government, of Indin for the reduction in the-

- the. modification. that a second "ﬂuropean officor - -

" Guard; and addre%mg the brovemment of Iudm L

rry T

No. 522, Pusric,

8t May 1896.

Capit

Lrran—from

PUBLIC DEPARTMEXNT.

Tur CHILEF SECRI}TARY ro TR GOVERNMENT or

To

TORT 8T, GEORUE,

Tan SECRETARY co t8e GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

~ Brm,

T am directed to aoknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 793-B, Orgammtmn,

MILITARY DEPARTMENT

dated 12th March 1896, regardingithe reduction in tho strcngth and the reconstitution
of the Madras Body Guard. His Excellency the Governor-General in Council is of

- opinion that the present arrangemont under which 125 of the men of the three Madras

cavalry regiments are permanontly absent must be detrimental to the officiency of
the corps to which they belong, and to the men individually ; and, affer a careful
consideration of the matfer, has comegp the conelusion that, with a view to securing
both efficiency and economy, it is deSirable that the 1eg1meuts refexred fo above
should be pdrmanently reduced by a total of seventy men, and that a separate Body .

Guard of this strength should be. created.

Such a Dody Guard would not, it is

observed, require an Adjutant. In the ovent of this propesal being carried out tho.

Qo vemment of India expresses its willingness that a half squadron of Madras Cswah'y

should be sont to the Presidency to assist ; the Body Guard for the period during which

_ His Excellency the Goybrnor is in residence there, and at any other time if required.

2. In roply, I am directed to state that, in view of the strongly-expressed opinion

- of the Government of India and the undoubted gain in efficiency of the three Madras
- cavalry rogiments, which would result from tho 'proposal in younr letter being carried
- -out, His Excellency the Governor in Couueil has resolved fo acquiesce in the sehome
suggested by the Government of Indin, subject, howaver, to the modifieation that a
- second Buropean officor shall be permanently retained for the Body Guard. T am to

that s Excelleney in Council attaches very great importance to fhis condition,

f the Governor at Madwst

OTKCANUND, -

* for the reason that one officer cannot in any case properly supervise soventy men and
~horses, and that when allowance is made for smlcncss an(l 'u.bsence, such superwswn .
_;';becomes still more impossiblo. . :

- 8. I am further to state thal in 'meeptxng thxs mochﬁccl pmpos'tl this Glovernment _
“Jays much stross on the condition that half a squadron of Madvag cavalry should be -
- gent to the Presidency’ for the period during which His Excellency tho Governor is in §

‘vesidence there, and at any other time if required ; as.in the abgonce of such an arrange- § .. .-
“xtent it would, in circumstancey which - frequently arise, bo impossible to arrange for 7
“thie covemonial aud other duties now performod by tho Body Gua,rd durmg the. stay SO0

I have tho honour to be"k'
' 811‘,
Your mf)st Obedlmt-- aorv:mt- -

L ,)’ r. PRICE,,
: (}mefﬁ’eere’fﬂ?‘yn.
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" Letter, No, 529, 8th May 1896.
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