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Ta His Excellencn the Right Honorable
The Earl of Elgin & Kincardine, P. C., L. L. D..

Viceroy & Governor-General of India,
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The humble Petition of Sauver Torsnel Roprrts,
late @ Clevl in the Office of the Clief Eugincer wnid
?
Secretary to Government, Public Works Departinent,
Madras.

Most HusBLY aAxD RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH :—

That it is with the deepest sorrow your humble petitioner begs leave
most respectfully to approach Your Excellency with this humble petition, with the
carnest hope that Your FExcellency will kindly and patiently peruse it and take
petitioner’s very huid and, pitiful ease into Your Excellency’s generous and mereiful
consideration, as your petitioner, his wike aud ten children are driven to very
great distress and ruin by your petitioner’s removal from his post,—the latter being
the greatest sutferers.

That your petitioner’s case being oue of those contemplated by the
Government of India in their Resolution No- 1136 of 24th September 1880, your
petitioncr’s removal having placed him and his large family in scrious distress if
not ruin, and as there 15 a reasonable prospect of a difference of opinion between
the Madras and Your Excellency’s Governments, not only from the circumstances
set forth in his previous petition, but also from certain additional facts now brought
forward, your petitioner begs that the Madras Government will do him the justice
to torward this petition to Your Excellency.

That your petitioner served Government for more than sceventeen years
in the Office of the Chief Engineer and Secrctary to Government, P. W. D.,
Madras, during which period his good conduct and character were unquestionable,
as testified to by Colonel Pennyeuick, R. E., the Chief Engineer and Secretary to
Government, P. W. D. in Lis remarks e bore an exeellent character.”” That your

Petitioner was removed from the service on ground of lus having obtained the bene-

6t of the InsolventAct a second time, but it will be clearly seen by YourExcellencyfrom
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the following Mcrorandun of the Chief Engineer himself, No. 4001-C, of 7th October
1291, how clearly and considerately Colonel Pennycuick explains the cause of Your
Eixcelleney’s pesitioner getting into pecuniary difficulties,asbeing dueto his suspension
for seven months during his first insolveney when he only received Rs. 15 per men-
sem as subsistence allowance,wherewith e had to support s large family, and strong-
Iy recommended that your petitioner (and another clerk since pensioned) should be
permitted to obtain the benefit of the Insolvent Act a second time, and Colonel
Pennyeuick further added : “Their position 1s «ot considered irretrievable, and 1t is
“desivable that they  should vetain the posts they now occupy, as they ave capable
“of douing good work if relieved from their difficulties.”

Memorandum,
Noo 4001-C., dated 7th October 1891,

“The statements of their debts forwarded by Messes, L. and Roberts
“show that it is necessary to consider then cases i the light of Public Dop(u‘tmonr
“G 0., No. 181, of 3rd Febrnar v 1888

“2. Assuming that the statements submitted vepresent the total liahi-

“lities of these clerks, it appears that the proportion of debts to salavy (i.c., yoarly

‘salavy) in Mr. .....case is approximately 1! to 1 and in Mr. Roberts’ case
“1.2t0 I, and as it \\111 tuke them at least two years to clear oft their debts, it

“considered that their efficicacy ax public servants is very much impaired. 'Uwir
“position is not conxidered irv chlo\'ablo, and 1t 18 desirable that they should retain
" the posts they now oceupy, as they are capable of doing good work if relieved from
“their difficulties.
“3. The wundersigned would invite attention to the fact that if these
“clerks are suspended and placed on subsistence allowance for six or seven
“months, the working of the office would be greatly impeded and the clerks must
“loscall the advantages of the Act for the velicf of Insolvent debtors, as they cannot
“live on their subsistence allowance and will certainly incur fresh debts.
“4, If these clerks cannot he allowed to seek relief in the Insolvent
*Court without heing placed under suspension, it would be better to remove
“them altogether from the Government service, but the  undersigned  wonld
“strongly reconmend that they may be allowed to seck relief in the Tnsolvent Conrt
“ without heing suspended.

“The gerviee of the men are as follows —

# % * * 3

“Mr, Roberys:
* Actual service from the Ist May 1875,
“ Pensionable service from the 1st May 1875
“(Signed) JOUN PENNYCUICK, Colonel, R.E,
“Claef Fugincer, P W Departineud,
“ Madras”
That with the permission of Colonel Pennyeuick, R. E., the Chicf Engincer
and Secretary to Government, P.W. D., to continue in his post, a privilege allowed

only to deserving officials, and left to the diseretion of Heads of Departments by
order of Your Excellency’s Government, Your Excellency’s petitioner applied for

3

and obtained the benefit of the Act, a second time, having become involved in
difficulties owing to his suspension for seven months on the former occasion, and to
his having a family of ten children to provide for; but on Colonel Pennycuick, R. E.,

submitting his papers for the orders of Government, that officer wrote that he could
not recommend Your petitioner’s 1e-1n,st(1‘tunent‘- And your Petitioner was accor-
dingly removed from the service without any qu{iry haviig been nade as to the
circumstances of his cuse, ov any regard bein.g pz?ld to the fact t_rhat hi.? second
insolvency was the direct result of hi:s susl)enswn for 7 1n01‘1ths, during thlch time
it was impossible for him with a family of 12 souls to provide for, to avoid contract-
ing fresh debts. —No reason whatever was assigned by Government for his remo-
val which was directed in an order of two lines \'lde G. 0. No. 302 dated <th May

1892, copy attached.

It is now more than 4 years since your humble Petitioner has been
removed from the service, and although he has appealed to the Madras Government
and to his officer Colonel Pennycuick R. E., the late Chief Engineer and Secre-
tary to Government P. W. D, he has not heen fortunate in obtaining a favo able
veconsideration of his case, and now makes this final appeal to your Excellency
in Council as the highest tribunal he can appeal to for redress and reconsideration
of his case, he humbly prays that his case may not be prejudiced by the period
which has lapsed since his removal, as he has never ceased during this time to
prosecute appeals to the local Government, and has only this year been furnished
with copies of all papers connected with his case.

Your Petitioner was promotedin the P. W., Sceretariat from Rs 80 to Rs
100 in May 1889 by Colonel. R. R. E. Drake-Brockman R. E., who was then in
charge of the P. W, Sccretariat, and your Petitioner was drawing his annual incre-
ments regularly for approved service up to his removal.

Your humble Petitioner and his large family being in a most miserable states
he carnestly craves your Excelleney will kindly consider if bis removal was justified
by lis sccond Insolvency, which was applied for by the encouragement given by
Colonel Pennyeuick to clear himself from his embarrassed circumstances,

I. That several Government servants who have obtained the benefit of the
msolvent Act for the 2nd, 3rd and 4th time also have been reinstated—the following
are sowe of them.

Messrs. Burghona and Jones of the General Post Office, Madras,
Ramakrishna Mudaliny Clerk 1%y residency Port Office.

Srinivase Mudaliar Clerk 5 1 2
Cundasawmy Pillay Cashier S: witary Commissioner’s Oftice.
Arumoogam Mudaliar Clerk Military Secretaviat.

Mr. Paul Clerk ., '
Mr. Stubbs Clerk ,, »
Cunnoo Pillay Clerk Revenue Sceretariat.

Thamotheram Pillay

» »

Whereas your Excellency’s Petitioner only obtained the benefit of the act
or the second time only, which was due to his suspension for 7 months when he
the act the first time, and your Excellency’s Government finding that
ension during the application for Insolvency the applicants lose the

f
applied under

owing to susp . '
benefit of the Tnsolvent act, have very considerately left such suspension to

the diseretion of the Heads of Departments, and my case 1s an instance of such

. - '
loss due to my suspension for 7 months.
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1L.  That he was not holding charge of any money to disentitle Lim to hold
the post he was occupying.

ITI. That he was not guilty of any criminal action —or found incompetent to

be removed from the service.

IV. That his indebtedness was due to unforeseen causes over which he had
no control, which prompted Colonel Pennycuick R. E. to strongly recommend your
Petitioner to Government in his Memorandum printed above to obtain the benefit
of the Insolvent Act without being suspended. |

V. That no one could say that your Petitioner ever hived beyond his
means, or was of an extravagant or dissipated habits.

VI. That your Petationer humbly submits that he has submitted Petition after
Petition to the Local Government regarding his case and could obtain no consi-
leration and was refused copies of the papers until recently, hence the delay in
submitting the present Petition.

VII. And lastly that your Petitioner, his wife and 10 children are under
great sufferings, ard the latter still more so for the fuiure also, as their education

1s neglected for want of means.

Your Petitioner therefore most humbly and earnestly prays that your Ex-

cellency will under the above circumstances take his pitiful case into favourable and
benign consideration, and in dealing with your Petitioner, temper justice with merey,
and as an act of grace towards your humble Petitioner’s wife and children,—if not to
himself, be kindly pleased to (1) Restore him to his place in the P.W. Scerctariat
or (2) Grant him such pension as your Excellency deems just and equitable for his
acknowledged good service for 17 years undcr (tovernment, mercifully considering
that he has a large family to support and to educate and bring forward his ehildren,
and also sanction his re-employment in the Public service; as having spent so many
years in such service he is unable to obtain a remunerative post elsewhere.

For which act of Mercy and Benevolence, Your Petitioner as in duty

hound will ever pray.
>
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was desirable that he sh-uld be per-

vas capable uf doing good vork 1f re-

lieved froﬁkis difficulties. T 7.0,
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., “oberts wes permitted to remain in

v
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condition of his affairs at the end Of%
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