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Transfer of the Sub-Judg2 of South Canara to Nellora.

Approving the suggestion of the Honourable the Tudﬂ?ﬁ of the Iligh Conrt that the Sub-
ordinate Judge South Canara be transferred to Nellore for a vear with a view to reduce the
heavy arrears in the District Conrt of Nellore, and requesting the Public Department to call vpon

| Mr. G. ¥. T. Power, 1.C.8,, to submit an explanation for the large number of pending cases left
b by him in that cout.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Rian—the following paper :—

From D. W. G. COWIE, Esq., Registrar of the High Court of Judicature,
to the Acting Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 30th September
1896, Ref. on Cur. No. 4429,

It will be within the recollection of the Government that in consequence of the
heavy arrears in the District Court of N ellore a Subordinate Judge was last year
appointed for nine months to assist the District J udge. The Subordinate J udge did
duty at Nellore from 12th August 1895 to 12th May last ; but in spite of his assist.
ance the file of the District Court has not been reduced.

2. The enclcsed statement (marked A)shows the amount of civil work of all
descriptions pending on August 12th, 1895, when the Subordinate Judge took charge
and on September Tth last, and I am directed to state that in the opinion of the
Honourable the Judges the arrears, being as bad now as then, are such as to neces-
sifate the immediate appointment of a Subordinate Judge to sit at Nellore for a year.
With a view, however, to avoid an increase in the Judicial establishments, T am to
suggest that the Subordinate J udge of South Canara should be transferred to Nellore
for the period named.

3. The Iligh Court considers that the total work received by the District and
Subordinate Judges of South Canara is but little more than an energetic District J udge
could dispose of single-handed, and would invite the attention of the Government to
the statement (marked D) enclosed which shows the quantity of work received and
disposed of in the District and Subordinate Courts of South (anara in the period
1891 to 1895, :

4. T'am also to point out that the present District Judge of South Canarg is
evidently not fully occupied ; for in onl ¥y one of the last four months has he sat in court
on more than seventeen days, while the average length of his sittings has been but
four hours a day.

0. As regards the increase of work Likely to fall upon the District J udge, if the
suggestion that the Subordinate J udge be transferred to Nellore s adopted, the
Honourable the Judges would he prepared to recommend that the i strict Munsif of
Mangalore be invested with Smal] Cuuse jurisdiction up to Rs. 200. This would
materially assist the District Judge.

6. Turning to the cause of the heavy arrcars in the District Court of Nellore, T
am directed to state that the Honourable the Judges consider that Mr., Power, the
District Judge, is responsible, he having been in charge of the court from March
22nd, 1895, until the 10th instant, when he proceeded on furlough. In spite of the
fact that the criminal work wus very light (occupying only 531 davsin the tifteen months’
period from April Ist, 1895, to July Jst, 1896), Mr." Power las loft the arrcars as
heavy as they were before the Subordinate Judge was apjointed ; for although the
number of regular appeals has been reduced from 716 1o 0458, that of original suits
pending Lag mereased from 102 to 139 as will be seel frow the statement murked A
aliove mentioned.
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7. That there can be no doubt that Mr. Power is to blame for this result is shown
by the extremely inadequate amount of work actually performed by him which is given
i the statement marked B enclosed. This statement shows that in the nine ful] work-
ing months of the fifteen months between April 1st, 1895, and July 1st, 1896, which
remained for civil work after making a deduction of two months occupied by criminal
work and four months comprised in two annual recesses, Mr. Power disposed of only
4 contested original suits, 39 contested small causes, and 108 contested regular
appeals. This outtu.n of work plus miscellaneous work 18, in the opinion of the
Honourable the J udges, no more than an ordinarily hard-working District J udge
should be able to perform in three months,

8. In other words Mr. Power practically did nothing for six out of nine working
months that he had at his command for disposal of eivil work, At the same time
there 1s no doubt that he can do better, for between J uly 1st last, and the 7th instant
he disposed of 7 contested original suits and 84 contested regular appeals (statement
marked C enclosed) ; hut it must be mentioned that during this period he was receiv-
ing constant calls for explanation from the High Court and was possibly in fear of not
obtaining his furlough.

9. I am to invite attention to the explanation given in his letter of J uly 29th last,
which runs as follows :—¢ T have only to add that the work of a Distriet Judge being
unfamiliar to me, I find I cannot satisfactorily dispose of civil suits (original or
appellate) with the expedition to which longer experience of this kind of work would
probably enable me to attain. The work of a District J udge is new to me
and I cannot dispose of it as expeditiously as I could do were my experience longer .
It should be stated here that when this explanation was written Mr, Power had been
District Judge of Nellore for a year and four months besides having previously acted
as District Judge in other districts. The Ionourable the J udges are therefore unable
to accept his plea of want of experience.

10. In conclusion I am directed to request that the attention of the Government
may be invited to Mr. Power’s dilatoriness in replying to the calls made upon him for
information and explanation by the High Court. The statement (marked E) enclosed
shows particular instances in which this dilatoriness has been most apparent,

OrpER—No. 1652, Judicial, dated 20th October 1896,

The suggestion of the Honourable the J udges of the High Court in paragraph 2
of the foregoing letter is approved, and the special attention of the District and Ses-
sions Judge of South Canara will be invited to paragraphs 3 and 4 thereof.

2. The Public Department will be requested to furnish to Mr, Power g copy of
the High Court’s letter read above, and call upon him to submit an explanation for
his apparent neglect of duty.

(True Extract.)

Iy .
"//:[‘//' L('lr Ty

%;/Ag. Chief Secretary.
To the Honourable the Chief Justice, with C.L.

»  District and Sessions J lge, South Canara.
5»  Public Department, t/‘(
»  Financial Department.

Exd. Shaik Karim,
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