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No. 638 (Public Emigration), dated India Office, London, the 16th July 1896,

From—Ter Majesty’s Sccretary of State for India,
To—The Government of India.

I forward for the consideration of Your Excellency in Council a letter
Dated 26th June 1696, with enclosures. from the Colonial Office and a copy of
Dsted 15th July 1696. the pew * Indian Immigrants Marriage,

Divoree and Succession Act” passed by the Legislative Council of Jamaica.
I also enclose a copy of a letter on the subject which has been sent in reply.

9. In the event of the law being found free from objection other than
that pointed out in this reply which I have caused to be made to the Colonial
Office, I request that I may be informed to that effect by telegram.

3. 1 observe that section 6 is identical with a clause in the Guiana Ordi-
pance to which no objection was taken by your Government.

I have, etc.,

GEORGE HAMILTON.

e O———————

Dated Colonial Office, Downing Street, the 25th June 1896.

From—The Under-Sceretary of State,
To—The Under-Secretary of State, India Office.

1 am directed by Mr. Secretary Chamberlain to transmit to you for the
consideration of the Sccretary of Btate for India in Council the accompanying
copy of a Law which bas been passed by the Legislative Council of the Colony
of Jamaica, entitled « The Indian Immigrants Marriage, Divorce and Succession
Taw, 1506, together with a copy of the Attcruey-General’s Repert thereon,
and I sm to inform you that, unless His Lordship bas any objection to offer,
Mr. Chamberlain proposes to advise lex Malesty not to exercise her powers of
disallowance with respect to this Law.

ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S OFF;CE,
9th April 1896.

Report on Law 22 of 1898,

1 have examined the accompanying law, entitled the  Indinn Immigrants
Marriage, Divorce and Succession Law, 1596, and I am of opinion that the law
is one that is not contrary to the Governor’s instructions. .

During the last few years there have been several murders among the
coolies, in nearly all cases arising out of their relations with women. This
law is based principally upon the enactments in DBritish Guiana, and it 18
boped that it will have some effect in decreasing the number of murders
among the coolies.

Section 1 defines  Immigrant ' and restricts the law to Tudian Immigrants
and their descendants.

Sections 2-5 relate to the marriages of Immigrants. The Trotector
is to keep o marriage register, and enter in it those who are found to be
married on their arrival in the Colony, and those who marry in the Colony.
1f an ITmmigrant professes Christianity (section 6), he becomes subject to the
ordinary law of the Colony.

By section 7 polygamous and incestuous marriages are rendered void.

Sections 8 to 11 provide for the marriage of Immigrants before the
Resident Magistrates, and for the hearing of objections (if any). The Resi-
dent Magistrate sends a copy of the certificate of mairiage to the Protector
to be entercd in the register kept by him.

File No. 62 of
1896.
Serial No. 1.
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By section 12 Immigrants may be married after publication of banns
by Ministers of Religion.

~ Sections 13-15 provide for the marriage of Tmmigrants according to their
own law, and for the registration of such marriages by the Protector.

Section 16 provides for the protection of a wife’s property in the event
of her being deserted by her husband without cause, and by section 17 the
husband’s property is protected in the event of his wife leaving him for
another man. The wife under these circum.tances loses the qiftsamade her
by her hushand and her right to share in the community of proﬁerty resulting
from the marriage. S

Section 18 enables a Resident Magistrate before whom a man is o
victed of an agzravated assault on his wife, if he is satisfied that it is klle\é(:-
sary for her protection to make an Order of Separation or to order ﬂ'
husband to support her. The children may be placed in the custody of tluJ
wife, bat all these orders may be varied if the wife commits adultery. 1e

Seotion 19 provides for the division of the joint property on parties
ceasing to cohabit.

Section 20 enables a man who has made presents in consideration of
marriage to recover the same if the marriage does not take place.

Section 21 enables the Resident Magistrate to deal with cases i i
a man threatens to murder, beat, or ill-treat his wife or concubine. n which

By section 22 the Protector can, if he thinks necessary to

. ) prevent inju
to a woman, remove an lmmigrant from one estate to another. 10y

By section 23 if the Resident Magistrate has reason to a
injury to a woman, he may detain the man to be dealt with
ceding section.

pprehend bodily
under the pre.

By section 24 a man renders himself liable to punishment wh .
away or cohabits with an Imuigrant's wife, except under the comditi(()msrgwes
stated. ere

Sections 26-32 regulate the divorce of Immigrants. T "
divorced either by the Chief Justice on evidence taken b;]firg Thtelesnmz.{g be
Magistrate, supplemented before hir, if necessary, or in accordance witlfSltler}t
own customs. In the latter case, provision is made for the Pro'tectd b o
satisfied that the parties are duly divorced. In both cases the divore o g
be registered by the Protector. Ces must

It 1s made an offence to make a false entrv ora fal o
forge or utter false certificates. v se declaration or to

Section 36 enables theGovernor to assign certain of the duties of the Pro

tector to any Inspector to be named by him. This is render re85aY
smallness of this Department in J amaica. endered necessary by the

By section 37 an entry in the register is made conclusive as to an
marriage or divorce. Entries in the register may be proved by certified copieg

] By sections 39 and 40 the Supreme Court can cancel any entry in the
register and compel an entry to be made. There is an appeal therefrom fro
the Protector to the Court if parties are dissatistied with his deeision. -

Applications to the Supreme Court under this law are to b :
: . . e ¢ « 3 T ¢ b
and there is an appeal from any decision of a Resident Magistrate. ¥ motion,

By section 44 parties already married according t igl
. 44 o religion and -
may register within 12 months, i i personal

By section 45 the Protector administers the i

' 5 th adm s the property of Immigrants unde
mdeqtqre who die intestate and without next-of-kin in this isl:x:(l, and tlﬁ:
Administrator-General as to those so situated who are not indentured.

By section 46 common property is distributed as follows :—I'our-sevenths
to the man and three-sevenths to the woman. 7This is the proportion of their
wages in this island.

i

. I N
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Section 47 enables Bast Indians coming from other islands to register
themselves under this Law within 12 months of their arrival.

Section 48 repeals existing enactments on some of the matters dealt with
in this Law.

(S8d) J. BANCROFET OUGHTON,

Acting Attorney-General.

P M

No. 1142 J. & P, dated India Office, the 15th July 1594,

From—The Under-Secretary of State for India,
To—The Under-Secretary of State, Colonial Office.

I am directed by the Secretary of State for Tygdin in Cmmcil. to ackowledge
the receipt of your lotter of the 25th June, transohitiing for h.ls‘ conSule;rutmn
co[;v of the Jamaica Law 22 of 1806, entitled the * Indian Immigrants

. . Rt
Marringe, Divorce and Succession Law.

The law has been referred to the Government of India for an ‘oxpros.sion
of their opinion, which they have been requested to communicate, if possible,
by telegraph.

The only observation which Lord George Hamilton \\:f)ll]d make at present
is in the nature of a suggestion that section 141 (3) (sic? B .(:;)) s'huuhl he
amended in accordance with section 2 (7)

Frow Colouial Office, 23¢d July 1834, of the British Guiana Ordinance No. 16 of
1894, I am to draw attention to the corresponidence noted in the _mm':.in, whiu}x
led to amendment, by the clause last cited, of the Guiana Immnuigration Ordi-
nance of 1891 upca which the Jamaica Law seews to be based.

To Colonial Office, 26th October 1803,

Q. C. Press, Simis.—-No. 580 R. & A. ),—27.0.96.—115.
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No. 68 (Public Emigration}, dated India Office, Liondon, the 16th July 1896. File No. 62 of
From—Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, Sei‘isa?lssﬂo. 1

To—The Government of India.

1 forward for the consideration of Your Excellency in Council a letter
Dated 26th June 1896, with enclosares: from the Colonial Office and a c?/y of

Dated 16th July 1896 the new * Indian Tmmigrants Marriage,

Pivorce and Succession Act” passed by the Legislative Council of Jamaica-
1 also enclose 2 copy of & letter on the subject which has been sent in Teply-

9. In the event of the law being found free from objection other than
that pointed out in this reply which I have caused to be made to the Colonial
Office, I request that T may be informed to that effect bY telegram.

g. 1 observe that gection 6 is identical with a clause in the Guiana Ordi-
nauce 1o which no objection was taken by your Government.

1 have, etc.,

GEORGE HAMILTON.

e ——

Dated Colonial Office, Downing Street, the 25th June 1896. ‘
From—The U nder-Secretary of State,
To—The Under-Secretary of State, India Office.

1 am directed by Mr. Secretary Clhamberlain to transmit to you for the
consideration of the Secretary of tate for India in Council the accOmMPanying
copy of 2 Law which has been passed by the Legislative Council of the Colony
of Jamaica, entitled ¢ The Indian Tmmigrants Marriage, Divorce and Succession
Law, 1896,” together with a copy of the Attorney-General’s Report thereon,

and I am fo inform you that, unless His Lordship has any objection t0 offer,

Mr. Chamberlain proposes to advise Her Majesty not to esercise her powers of
disallowance with respect t0 this Law.

o

ATTOBNEY-GENEBAL’S OFFICE, -

9th April 1896.

' Report on Law 22 of 1896.

1 have qxamined the accompanying law, entitled the « Indian Tmmigrants
Marriage, D1vorce and Succession Law, 1896, and I am of opinion that the law
is one that 18 not contrary to the Governor’s instructions.

& Puring the last few years there have been ceveral murders among the
coolies, in pearly all cases arising out of their relations with women. This
/ law is based principally upon the enactments in British Guiana, and it is
e hoped that it will have somo effect in decreasing the pumber of murders

among the coolies.

A Lonoe [mmigra«nt 9 nn{] -
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"from other islands to register

Sectio Tndians coming
;s Law within 192 months of their arrival.
g enactments on 0me of the matters dealt with

Section 48 repeals existin

in this Law.
)y J. BANCROFT OUGHTON,

(8d
Acting Attomey-General.

’_—._——"‘-—_——-

&P, dated India Office, the 15th July 1896.

der-Secretary of State for India,
Secrotary of State, Colonial Office.
o for India in Council to ackowledge
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No. 68 (Public Emigration), dated India Office, Londoen, the 16th July 1896.

From—Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for 1ndia,
To—The Government of India.

1 forward for the consideration of Your Excellency in Council a letter
Dated 25th June 1896, with enclosurcs. from the Colonial Office and a copy of
Dated 16th July 1896-7 tle new * Indian Tmmigrants Marriage,
PDivorce and Succession Act” passed by the Legislative Council of Jamaica.
1 also enclose a cOPY of a letter on the subject which has been sent in reply.

9. In the event of the law being found free from objection other than
that pointed out in this reply which I have caused to be made to the Colonial
Office, 1 request that T may be informed to that effect by telegram.

3. 1 observe that section 6 is identical with a clause in the Guiana Ordi-
paunce to which no objection was taken by your Government.

1 have, etc.,

- GEORGE HAMILTON.

Dated Colonial Office, Downing Street, the 25th June 1898.

From—The U nder-Secretary of State,
To—The Under-Secretary of State, India Office.

1 am directed by Mr. Secretary Chamberlain to trapsmit to you for the
consideration of the Secretary of State for India in Council the accompanying
copy of 2 1aw which has been passed by the Legislative Council of the Colony
of Jamaica, entitled *“ The Indian Tmmigrants Marriage, Divorce and Succession
Law, 1896, together with a copy of the Att(»rney-General's Report thereon,
and 1 sm to inform you that, inless His Lordship has any objection t0 offer,
Mr. Chamberlain proposes 1o advise Her Majesty not to exercise her powers of

disallowance with respect to this Law.

o~ ————

ATTOBNEY-GENEBAL’S OFFICE,
9th April 1896

Report on Law 29 of 1896.

1 have examined the accompanying law, entitled the « Tndian Immigrants
Marriage, Divorce and Succession Law, 1896,” and I am of opinion that the law
is one that is not contrary to the Governor’s instructions.

During the last few years there have been several murders among the
coolies, in nearly o]l cases arising out of their relations with women. This
law is based principally upon the enactments’ in British Guiana, and it is
hoped that it will have some effect in decreasing the pumber of murders
among the coolies.

Section 1 defines « Immigrant”’ and restricts the law to Indian Immigrants
and their descendants.

Sections 2-D relate to the marriages of Immigrants. The Protector

is to keep 2 marriage register, and enter 1n it those who are found to be
married on their arrival in the Colony, and those who marry in the Colony.
If an TImmigrant professes Christianity (section 6), he becomes subject to the

ordinary law of the Colony.

By gection 7 polygamous and incestuous marriages are rendered void.
Sections 8 1 3011 provide for the marriage of Immigrants before the
Resident Magis¥ &es, and for the hearing of ohiections (if any). The Resi-

dent Magistrate sends a copy of the cortificate ¢ Aarriage. to the Protector
to be entered in the register kept by him. !

-S'.’);)‘

Arn

ST

1896.
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By section 12 Immigrants may be married after publication of banns
by Ministers of Religion.

Sections 13-15 provide for the marriage of Immigrants according to their
own law, and for the registration of such marriages by the Protector.

Section 16 provides for the protection of a wife’s property in the event
of her being deserted by her hushand without cause, and by section 17 the
- husband’s property is protected in the event of his wife leaving him for

another man. The wife under these circumstances loses the gifts made her

by her husband and her right to share in the community of property resulting
from the marriage.

Bection 18 enables a Resident Magistrate before whom a man is con-
victed of an aggravated assault on his wife, if he is satisfied that it is neces-
sary for her protection to make an Order of Separation or to order the
husband to support her. The children may be placed in the custody of the
wife, but all these orders may be varied if the wife commits adultery.

Section 19 provides for the division of the joint property on parties
ceasing to cohabit.

Section 20 enables a man who has made presents in consideration of
marriage to recover the same if the marriage does not take place.

Section 21 enables the Resident Magistrate to deal with cases in which
a man threatens to murder, beat, or ill-treat his wife or concubine.

By section 22 the Protector can, if he thinks necessary to prevent injury
to a woman, remove an Immigrant from one estate to another.

By section 23 if the Resident Magistrate has reason to apprehend bodily

injury to a woman, he may detain the man to be dealt with under the pre-
ceding section,

By section 24 a man renders himself liable to punishment who entices

away or cohabits with an Immigrant’'s wife, except under the conditions there
stated.

" 8ections 26-32 regulate the divorce of Immigrants.

The parties b
divorced either by the Chief Justice on evidence taken P § may be

" lce before the Resident
Magistrate, supplemented before him, if necessary, or in accordance with their

own customs. In the latter case, provision is made for the Protector being
satisfied that the parties are duly divorced. In both cases the divorces must
be registered by the Protector.

It is made an offence to make a false entry ora false declaration or to
forge or utter false certificates.

Section 36 enables the Governor to assign certain of the duties of the Pro-

tector to any Inspector to be named by him. This is rendered necessary by the
smallness of this Department in Jamaica.

By section 37 an entry in the register is made conclusive as to any
marriage or divorce. Entries in the register may be proved by certified copies.

By sections 39 and 40 the Supreme Court can cancel any entry in the
recister and compel an entry to be made. There is an appeal therefrom from
the Protector to the Court if parties are dissatisfied with his decision.

Applications to the Supreme Court under this law are to be by motion,
and there is an appeal from any decision of a Resident Magistrate.

By section 44 parties already married according to religion and personal
may register within 12 months.

By section 45 the Protector administers the property of Immigrants under
indenture who die intestate and without next.of-kin in this island, and the
Administrator-General as to those so situated who are not indentured.

By section 46 common property is distributed as follows :—Four-sevenths
to the man and three-sevenths to the woman. 'This is the proportion of their
wages in this island.

S

in this Lav ) J. BANCROFT OUGTITOXN,

Acting Attorney-G eneral.

’——"—“——__-
No. 112 7. & ., dated Todia Office, the 150 Jaly 1696
0. R AN B .
From—The Under-Secretary of State for Ind:';;h .
The Under-Secretary of State, Colonial ce. ] o ledee
To—the ot £ State for India in Council 1o ack({w edg
. tary ot Sta ot . his asideration
I am directed by the S?ﬁé 2;'?&11 June, transmitting f‘m 111'1511001211nli0rants
the receipt of your .lett%' ?v 29 of 1896, entitled the «India g
of the Jamaica LA “ Rt .
(ﬁgfriage, Divorce and Succession LaWG 1t of Tndia for an expression
’ A to the Govern faate. if possible
The 1a'W.has bf&;lclhri‘fl‘;?i‘lave been requested to communicate, 1L P )
of their opinion, Wi
raph. i ould make at present
" telig l ly observation which Lord Gemgi Llllm(r%l)lt(os?(j“’oul% (3)) <hould be
e on ~ . . . :‘ Y D . . e 9 (=
q in'l;ﬁe nah}\:re of a suggestion that 5::’;:?\[(‘19(1 in accordance with section 2 (7)
l‘ LY
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na p b babed.

G. C. Press, bixnln;:No. 589 R. & A. D.—23-9-96.~115,




No. 68 (Public Emigration), dated India Office, London, the 16th July 1896. File No. 62 of
From—Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, Sel.BQIS-N
To—The Government of India. rial No. L.

]

1 forward for the consideration of Your Excellency in Council a letter
Dated 25th June 1896, with enclosures. from the Colonial Office and a copy of
Dated 16th July 1896. the new “« Indian Immigrants Marria ge,
Pivorce and Succession Act? passed by the I egislative Council of Jamaica.
I also enclose a copy of a letter on the subject which has been sent in reply.

9. In the event of the law being found free from objection other than
that pointed out in this reply which I have caused to be made to the Colonial
Office, 1 request that 1 may be informed to that effect by telegram.

3. 1 observe that section 6 is identical with clause in the Guiana Ordi-

nance to which 1o objection was taken by your Government.

1 have, ete.,

GEORGE HAMILTON.

—-—'—"”‘
‘Dated Colonial Office, Downing Street, the 25th June 1896.

From—The U nder-Secretary of Stale,
To—The Under-Secretary of State, India Ofice.

1 am directed by Mr. Secretary Chamberlain to transmit to you for the
consideration of the Secretary of State for India in Council the accompanying

copy of a Law which has been passed by the Legislative Council of the Colony

of Jamaica, entitled ¢ The Indian Tmmigrants Marriage, Divorce and Succession: °
I's Repert thereon,

§ Law, 1896,” together with a cOpy of the Attcrney-Genera
X and I am to inform you that, unless His Lordship has any objection to offer,

Mr. Chamberlain proposes to advise Her Majesty not to exercise her powers of
disallowance With respect to this Law.

|
, ATTOBNEY-GENERAL’S OFFICE,

9th April 1896.

Report on Law 29 of 1896.

g law, entitled the ¢ Indian Immigrants

1 have examined the accompanyin
f opinion that the law

Marriage, Divorce and Succession Law, 1896,” and I am o
is one that is not contrary to the Governor’s instructions.

PDuring the last few years there have been several murders among the

K coolies, in pearly all cases arising out of their relations with women. This

law is based principa.lly upon the enactments in British Guiana, and it is
hoped that it will bave somé offect in decreasing the number of murders

‘ among the coolies.

gection 1 defines ¢ Immigrant”’ and restricts the law to Indian Immigrants
' and their descendants.
) Sections  2-D relate to the marriages of Immigrants. The Protector

is to keep 2 mag‘riage register, and enter in it those who are found to be
married on their arrival in the Colony, and those who marry in the Colony.
1f an Immigrant professes Christianity (section 6), he becomes subject to the
ordinary law of the Colony.
By section 7 polygamous and incestuous marriages are rendered void.
Sections 8 1o 11 provide for the marriage of Tmmigrants before the
J ' Resident _Maglstrates, and for the hearing of objections (it any). The Xesi-
dent Magistrate sends a copy of the certificate of marriage to the Protector
to be entered in the register kept by him.
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By section 12 Immigrants may be married after publication of banns
by Ministers of Religion. '

Sections 13-15 provide for the marriage of Immigrants according to their
own law, and for the registration of such marriages by the Protector.

Section 16 provides for the protection of a wife’s property in the event
of her being deserted by her husband without cause, and by section 17 the
husband’s property is protected in the event of his wife leaving bim for
another man. The wife under these circumstances loses the gifts made her

by her husband and her right to share in the commuaity of property resulting
from the marriage.

Bection 18 enables a Resident Magistrate before whom a man is con-
victed of an agzravated assault on his wife, if he is satisfied that it is neces-
sary for her protection to mike an Order of Separation or to order the
husband to support her, The children may be placed in the custody of the
wife, but all these orders may be varied if the wife commits adultery.

Section 19 provides for the division of the joint property on parties
ceasing to cohabit.

Section 20 enables 3 man who has made presents in consideration of
marriage to recover the same if the marriage does not take place.

Section 21 enables the Resident Magistrate to deal with cases in which
a man threatens to murder, beat, or ill-treat his wife or concubine.

By section 22 the Protector can, if he thinks necessary to prevent injury
to a woman, remove an Immigrant from one estate to another.

By section 23 if the Resident Magistrate has reason to apprehend bodily

injury to a woman, he may detain the man to be dealt with under the pre-
ceding section. )

By section 24 a man renders himself liable to punishment who entices

away or cohabits: with an Imumigrant's wife, except under the conditions there
stated.

Sections 26-32 regulate the divorce of Immigrants. The parties may be
divorced either by the Chief Justice on evidence taken before the Resident
Magistrate, supplemented before him, if necessary, or in accordance with their
own customs. In the latter case, provision is made for the Protector being

satisfied that the parties are duly divorced. In both cases the divorces must
be registered by the Protector.

It is made an offence to make a false entry ora false declaration or to
forge or utter false certificates. '

Section 86 enables the"Governor to assign certain of the duties of the Pro-

tector to any Inspector to be named by him. This is rendered necessary by the
smallness of this Department in J amaica.

By section 37 an entry in the register is made conclusive as to any
marriage or divorce. Entries 1n the register may be proved by certified copies.

By sections 39 and 40 the Supremo Court can cancel any entry in the
recister and compel an entry to be made. Thereis an appeal therefrom from
the Protector to the Court if partics arc dissatistied with his decision.

Applications to the Supreme Court under this law are to be by motion,
and there is an appeal {rom any decision of a Resident Magistrate.

By section 44 parties already married according to religion and personal
may register within 12 months,

By section 45 the Protector administers the property of Immigrants under
indenture who die intestate and without next-of-kin in this island, and the
Administrator-General as to those so situated who are not indentured.

By section 46 common property is distributed as follows :—Tour-sevenths
to the man and three-sevenths to the woman. This is the proportion of their
wages in this island.

3

Section 47 enables East Indians coming from othe;r islands to register
themselves under this Law witbin 12 months of their arrival.

Section 48 repeals existing enactments on some of the matters dealt with
in this Law.

(8d) J. BANCROFT OUGHTON,
Acting Attorney-General.

e e S

No. 1142 7. & D, dated India Office, the 15th July 1897,

From—The Under-Secretary of State for India,
To—The Under-Secretary of State, Colonial Otiice.

I am directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to ackowledee
a . h

smitti s sideration
. Sth June, transmitting for h.ls conside
the rec‘?g{‘]ﬁ;?;;il::t%q?: tg; 2‘()){! 1806, entitled the Indian Immigrants
copy Ol the ¢ - :

1Y
Marringe, Divorce and Succession Law.

i PPSSiOY\.
. Government of India for an exp
T w has been referred to the roan R
f th 'he m’ni:)lﬁ which they have been wquestcd to communicate, if possible,
of their opl , W

by telegraph. | N -
The only observation which Lord George Hm(n;)lt(or} “‘?l{},d(r-?;d)\ef;f( )1‘;1{({ (\r:i
: st cection Lkl (3) (ste @ 2 v ;1 N
. are of a suggestion that s ' ) (sie ® 8 5] 1 b
is in the nat 26th Octob '51;03 amended in accordance W]l.th m,(/t]‘(\)_n ;('( :))r
. o ctobe a3. X . . - i , . ) ‘ :
'{‘20(:)‘32;:}“2{58‘““ 23rd July 1835 of the British guiana Ordinance N0 h)‘( .
, P13 Y r
1894, I am to draw attention to the correspondence noted m[ the _mm;ix(?r; “() rldi
X 3 ] A .‘ ‘(’rn 8 )
lled to amendment, by the clause last cited, of the Gu‘l;\nil ?;Y&m g
pance of 1891 upon which the Jamaica Law seews to be based.

G.C. Press, Simise--No. 589 B. & A. D.—25-9-06.— 115,
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