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NOTES REGARDING MaprAS PrESS LisTs.

The following is & brief »ésumé of the correspondence relative
to the Press List required by the Secretary of State, in which connec-
tion a few points are submitted for orders in view t0 obviate mistakes

in the future.

9. With his Despatch dated 81st December 1890, No. 21, the
_ Secretary of State forwarded a
G. 0. 4th April 1891, No. 262. «Press List” of certain old
1 the India Officeand remarked that the records in the posses-
:?:: ﬁsél?i: Government should be arranged and recorded in the manner
ghown in that list. His Lordship further added that it would be
convenient if the Press Lists of the most ancient records of the Gov-
ernment could be submitted at an early date for inclusion in the

Lists prepared at the India Office. :
g. In reply to that Despatch this Government stated that the
i dated 17th April 1891, No. 9, in subject was one which had also
G. O. dated 4th April 1891, No. 262. engaged the attention of the
focal Government, and that indeves: covering the periods 1792 to
1838 and 1693 to 1707 had been prepared. The Secretary of State was

A

" moreover informed that in the case of the earliest records, here, the
'Government had ordered the preparation of the Press Lists in lieu

of the éndexes agreeably to His Lordship’s wish. The Secretary of
State was at the same time requested to speqlfy the period intended
to be signified by the expression ¢ most ancient records”’ used in
his Despatch. ’
4. The Secretary of State in the marginally noted ]_)espatgh
 7une 1691, No 19 in G. O, dated approved of the orders issued in
173:?3“4;{ PN 505 e :iga.rddto the dlstcont}mzz});nce of
e I e indexing system in the ¢ase
e.%“.°&?.‘.‘z“éé‘,’%§f£“’£fﬁ’i%lﬁ 1%9rﬁg3§hmza£f of the earlier records, and asked
continue the indexes for the years %rlosr ton1770. for a supply of 20 copies of
- ScEMIDT. o o1 of the Indexes alrewdy pre-
ared. His Lordship however did not expressly define the expression
% most ancient records ” but requested that, in. conformity with the
procedure. decided upon in the case of the India Office records, the
Press Lists of the Madras records of the 18th Century might be at

.once taken in hand, and copies ranging over periods of five years
might be sent ¢ home’’ from time to time. In a further Despatch,

dated 10th September 1891, °
‘ No. 15, paragraph 2, this Gov-
ertiment was called upon to proceed also with the Press Lists of the
17th Century pari passu with those of the 18th Century.

= p Most of the indexes pertaining to the Public Records of
the period 1797 to 1838 are now in print and the Secretary of State

G. O. 20th October 1891, No.888 .

will shﬁ bave been supplied with copies of all of them. As
- ds h

the Public records of the earlier years, the Press List Estab-
1ishmpnt, together with the Record Office Indexers, have finished Press
Liits from 1670 i.e., from the date of the earliest record down to the
year 1758 .Of these Ifits only those for 25 years have now gone
through the Press. .
6. In these ciroumstances I submit the following questions for
favor of explicit orders. o
(1) The Secretary of State having asked for the Press Lists for
' the eagliest récord down fo the end of the 18th Century
and the. Government having accordingly resolved to
furnish them, is it necessary— ,
Fide G.0. dated 4th April 1891, No. 262, (¢) to prepare concur-
paragraph 2. . rently an Index from
1770 as was .orginally intended ;
() to put in print the Indexes of 1698 to 1715 which
had been prepared before the Press List work was
undertaken,
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The information required by the Chief Secretary has been

obtained and is submitted, '
9, A. Current Indezes, i€, the indexes of General orders
passed in each year These are prepared for each half-year. The
arrears in the Chief Secretariat indexes were, it is submitted, .not due
to the Government Press, but to the fact that it was impossible for one
indexer to keep the work current. On the much needed increase of
t being carried out at the end of 1890, it was found possi-
The Chief Secretariat indexes are
ent current, . € all have been prin’ced to the 31st December
The index for the half-year ending 30th June 1894, which
ssibly go to press before the middle of July, is now with

at pres
1893.

could not PO
the Press. The following statement shows the arrears since January

1893.
Arrears.
In January 1893—Indexes for the 2nd-half of 1891, the 1st-half
of 1892, and the 2nd-half of 1892. '
In January 1894—Indexes for the 2nd-half of 1892, the 1st-half
of 1893 and the 2nd-half of 1898.

In July 1894—Indexes, current.

3. B. Old Record Tndexes.—The papers of 56 years have been
indexed and of these, 45 years have been printed. None are with the
Press ab present. There are 521 years’ indexes yet to be put into
manuseript, and it ig estimated that the present establishment of two
indexers will take about 30 years to complete these indexes at the rate
of about 500 printed pages Per annum. To keep work current, the
Superintendent, Government Press, states that he would require an
additional establishment consisting of two compositors, one proof reader
and one reading boys the total annual cost of the work at the Press being
Rs. 756. 1f the rate of work were doubled, ¢. e., four indexers put on
the work and double the number of pages per annum turned oub
by the Press, the number of compositors would have to be doubled,
and the cost would be R1,5615 per annum. The work would then
be completed in 15 years, The total costof printing the 521 years,
be R34,107 at the Government Pross and R50,042
Adding to this the pay of the two
jndexers (they are DOW included in the ' permanent establishment but
were originally entertained on R70 each) these figures would be
inereased by B 0,400 (70x2X% 12 x 30) and would stand at R84,607
and;Bl,OO,MZ respectively. 1t the rate of work were doubled this cost
would be spread over fifteen instead of thirty years.

§. C. Press Lists Sfor the Secretary of State.—Lists for 99
ears have been finished in_ manuseript, of which those for seventy
cears have been printed and those for fourteen years are in the Press.
There aré fifteen years' lists yet to be put into print and it is estimated
that the present Press List Fistablishment (costing R130 per mensem)
would require about fifteen years to complete the work, furnishing
the Press with matter for from 2,500 to 3,000 printed pages per

annum- , <
Mo keep this work current the Superintendent states that he
would require an additional establishment consisting of seven coms
ositors, one proof reader and one reading boy, the total aniiual cost
at the press being R4,594. To turn out twice as 1aany pages an
egtablishment consisting of fifteen compositors, two proof readers and
two reading boys, and a total annual expenditure of B9,190 would be
The total cost of printing the remaining eighty years

necessary-
lists would be R12,300 at the Government Press and R16,600 at the
Lawrence Asylum Press. Adding to this the cost of the Press List

establishment (130%x12X 15=23,400) the figures would be 36,700 and
40,000 respectively: 1t the rate of work were doubled his cost would

be spread over 74 instead of 16 years.
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I have been going into the question of the preparation of Press
e Secretary of State and completing the indexes of the
: {

Lists for th
General Records. . :
I submit fot Honourable Member’s perusal notes flagged
1 and 9 supre] a
that to Be done, and

A and B [pages
These give 3
jnformation as to

n account 0

the increase in establishments which will be required

if things are to be completed in reasonable time. .

d note deals with the question of the cost of printing Press
am Press if the establish-

The secon : .
through the Lawrence Asyl

artment is increased and the outturn of work

' . 11 he considerably more expen-

:vo than if the JO is don the Government Press. I further
sive 102 e] of the Lawrence Asylum Press is not nearly

biect to it 88
obje that of the Government Press, and the proofs sent by it are
an those of the Government

At the time that the gecond was written, there was the following
work to be done—

1, Press Lists for 40 years.
r 521 years, this figure being calculated by taking

9. Indexes fo
department and adding together the number o

every
ears in each which have to be indexed.

cent establishments for this work (indepe

rent indexes, which have been kept up
For Press Lists, four men and anattender.

For old Indexes, two indexers. : .

The cost of the former is R130 per mensem and of the latter

R140. Some little time after we had begun the Press Lists, we found

was not SO rapid as had been anticipated, so the two

indexers were put on to the work, thus making si¥ men employed on

the job; and the old indexes were left to stand over for a while. We

had no idea then that the Press Lists would take up the time that

they bave.
tisfied myself

ndently of that

The pre
to date) are—

attending to cur

: 1 have Sa by frequent inspections that the Press
List establishment turns out its tale of bricks, and I have received
from Professor Forrest both verbal and written acknowledgments of
the very excellent character of the work, which the Director of Records
states to be the best produced by any Government.
“But at the present rate of progress, which is I consider as great as
reasonably be expected—as he establishment bas not only to
e the proofs, upon which great care

compile the lists, but also examin

and considerable time has to be bestowed—the work cannot be com-

plebed under 19 years——calculating on an establishment of four hands,
ust be sent back to their legitimate duties.

as the indexers I

- With two indexers at work it will take 30 years to get out the

jndexes for the 521 years that remain to be done. R
The Secretary of State has up to BOW taken no exception to the

rogress made with the Press Lists, but he may at any time do s0, a8

he a.asked that they might be gubmittedt* at an early date.” .. . -

I think that something should b8 done to turn out this work

ter than it has been. S

~ The Press has been unable to keep pace with the olericai estab-
the Superintendent esti-

lishment employed to prepare the lists, and ;
up to date ar extra Press establishment,

mates that to keep things Ui n
costing R4,694 per annum, will be requisites

fas
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: in the notes on which Chief
: Or my opinion e
(@) Should tp, 5

oned tafl engaged in making these lists be strength-
“(b,) How far js the work to be carried ?
(©) Aro the Press lists and the indexes to overlap one
~ another?
(@) Shoulq certain indeges, which were put aside in order
‘that effortg might be concentrated on the lists, be again
taken up » Y

) The answer t
: the wishes of the Se
more m

0 this depends on two
0ney on what is

cretary of State, apd the /1i§>1‘;cy
» In the main, an historical obJect.
re begun after the receipt of a

Lord Cross, dated the last day of 1890, In this the
Préparation of ligty of the ¢ most ancient* records of- Port 8t.
Sired ; and in the office notes there is a suggestion thlal.t
sked to say what was meant by ¢ it
A similar question was put to him in AI})::t
Patch dated the 17th of that month, No. 9, >
: Precise. At the present moment there are pre
PR the peti
t

: lod from 1670 to 1744 and press lists in
O the latter year to 1769
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B . State would be that neither His
" well have any desire to insist on

*settled if the 7

" be able to judge whether Progress on the press lists wij) be He

of collation, it is evident :
from the Secretary of State. Whet e
at home or not, those persons Whg h;;r calendarmg 1$1n actj
with the material &y slow degrees ; ;

any records connected with Fort ét 0 g0; wl
such records, it will be after collation of the ‘;len lt;hey do take y

Madras and in I.,onglon, and the Progress of I;;:fl IStl? Drepared g
marked by apphcatmns_ to Madras o copied "o deo ation wil] b,
on comparison of the lists, to be Wanting at ¢l Ocumentg foung,
know for a fact that many documents of” 4 o w2 India Offige, I
are st-l_ll not to be had there, ang it their Recop d BGVenteenth ¢
at work, trying to supply the gaps in.and abof:ﬁ;ar{:ment had beep
instance, I should certainly have heard of i < 680.‘1700 for

. . e
The conclusion, then, in regard to.the wis

Madras Government themselves considep necess:l.fy'Progress than )¢

As to the policy of increasing t}, : F
course arguments. in favour of it, and frofnpresel.rt rate, there are of
any steps which might be taken

welcomed by those interesteqd in such Matters lg ndia woylq be

as I persgually would like to see the ion oa b I cannot, myep
th’a’f’uﬁol withir} the. present'centsglvpgot“;n t(‘Jf the -
such a step as doubling the present sgagp” Co_ 0 far as ¢

is doubtful whether the next five years would 822 g'lthat ‘
(6) Limit of the work.—1In CONVersation i © end_of&hﬁ work,
last November, the historical fitness of -
eighteenthdcentury thre last of the years%’
be prepared was sugsested b him, 1t 1 .
con%eé)tion that.the ‘end of yiast centurym:nd th%_e melpbe,red 0 thig:.
were coincident with the political extinetion i§’
Mysore Musulman dynasties, and also wit
Cvil ‘dinihfstx"zg,_tion. I venture to agree wity

e (e} Overlapping of press lists and indegeg
ear 1800 is accepted as the limit,

press lists and indexes for nine years, but that can ped,.
(d) Renewal of indexing.—This ig point on whijgh Mg

opinion must carry more weight'than that of any one else S ird

delayed if the indexers do not give their undivided attention :?it?:s;]y ;
[ I must end this note by apologising for the' inord; e
placing it before Chief Secretary. ° nato defay ip
But until January I had not a complete set of papers relat;
the question of calendaring, and since then have found it
difficult to spare time for dealing with the case which js,
not particularly urgent. |
27th Febriary 1896,

Chief Secretary, Madras.
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