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\! E.D.Maclagan, Esq., C.3.,
J
ol Under-Secrotary to the Govertment of India,
Bl |
,“,3 To
i
g; The Secretary to the
(U
,E . -Government of Madras.
ol Department. of
flff Rev & agrs. TSI
(Emigration) 7% T W Calcutta, the /25 Decamber 1894.
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In cont¥miabion of the correspondance ending with your
letter No.812 dated the 20th October 1804, I am directed %o

forward a copy of a further despaich recsived from the Secrg-

X
T )
"Fo.10) dated 18th Nevembeor 3.894% tary of 5Gtale regarding a proposal of %he

Crown Agents for tho Zclonies %ha® 2hay should be vestad with

the povwer %o land refractory scamca from Enigrant vesscls at

a port of call.

(2]

2. I am to request that the Govermaent of India mnay be fur-

nished with tho opinion of His Excellency the Governor in Coun~

cil on the'_.grci;aosal., aidd at %he sane %ime Lo enquire whether
in vievw of ﬁhp f."aq’;é}brgught 20 notice in the present correse—
pondence, %*he qug{fiimiﬁlof Macras would'wish £0 modify ‘ar_;eir
recommendatibn that‘r:ho asploymaint of Negroes or Milattos on

vessels engagéd in the Emigration service should bo prohibited. _
- _ _ )

I havoe “he honour 4o be,
Sir,

Your most obedient gervant,

sl

Under-Secretary.
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Fire No. 82.
SERIAL No. 4.,

No. 101 (Publie—Emigration), dated Indla Office, London, the 18th October 1894,

. From—Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India,
To—The Government of India.

Ix continuation of my Despatch No. 79, dated 16th August last, I forward, for the con-
sideration of Your Excellency in Council, copy of a letter, with enclosures, from the Colonial
. ' ()fﬁce, respecting the desire of the Crown Agents for the Colonies to obtain power to land
refractory sailors from coolie emigrant ships ‘at a port of eall.
2. It appears to me te be questionable whether it would be expedient to adopt the pro-
posal, but I should be glad to ha.ve the views of Your Excellency’s Government on the
subJect

Dated Downing Street, London, the 1st October 1894,

" From—The Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies,
To—Tke Uuder-Secretary of State for India.

1 ax directed by the Marquess of Ripon to transmit to you, to be laid before the Secretary
_ W of State for India, a copy of a letter from the Crown Agents
- : | : Z4ith September 1894. for the Colonies, enclosing a copy of a carreapoudence with
" ' the Board of Trade respecting their desire to obtain power to land refractory sailors on coolie
emigrant ships at a port of call, :
“ ' « I am to request to be informed whether the Indian Government would consent to the
discharge of Negro sailors at Caleutta, I am to state that it would’ not be possible for this
. Department to put constraint upon the authorities at the ports of call in a Colony possessing
(R responsible Government to consent to receiving refractory suilors, whether white or bth,
whom ‘the authorities of the ship may wish to discharge there, and the authorities at Cape
Town would probably refuse, and those at St. Helena would probably be reluctant to allow
them to be landed even with the guarantee suggested at the end of the Crown Agents’ letter.

Ta

" Dated Downing Street,-London, the 24th September 1894,

. . From—E. B. Buake, Esq., Crown Agents for the Colonies,
' To—The Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies.

RerErRRING to our letter of the 16th and to your reply of the 30tk of July, I have the
Crown Agents, 2nd August 1891, honour to.transmlt for the CODSldel‘a.tIOI:l of the Secretary of
" Board of Trade, 14th August 1894, State, copies of the correspondence which we have had with
the Board of Trade with respect to our desire to obtain power to laud refractory sailors on

‘coolie ships at the port of call. .
It would appear that this cannot be done without the assent of the shipping authority
at the port of call, and experience has shown that that authority cannot be relied upon so far

as St. Helena is concerned
The suggestion of the Board of Trade that the charter should prohibit the employment
of Negro seamen, with whom must be included Mulattos as we understand that they are as
“@*  troublesome as Negroes, could not be adopted without consultation with the Government of
India, as it would be obviously unfair to the contractor to prohibit the employment of Negroes
" unless the shipping authorities at Calcutta were also instructed to allow such men to be
. = discharged at that port. .

I beg therefore to suggest that the papers should now be communicated to the Govern-
ment of India, in order that their views may be obtained on the subject, and if their decision
should be that the employment of Negtoes cannot be pxohlblted we would suggest that a
clause should be inserted in the Charter Party of coolie vessels giving the Surgeon Superin-
tendent power to require the master of the ship to discharge a refractory sailor at the port. of
call, the shippin authorities of the port being also given instructions that they are in such
cases to glve thelr sanction to the men being landed, The Charter Party might also contuin
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a progision, it thought necessary, requiring the master of -the vessel to give security -for the*

repayment of the expenses which might be- involved in sendlno the man home, or to some
other port as reqmred by the Merchant thppmw Act,

Dated Downing Street, Loudon, the 2nd August 1894,

From—E, E. Braxe, Esq., C rown Agents for the Colonies,
To—Assistant Secretary, Board of Trade, Marine Department.

T mAVE the honour to request the opinion and advxce of the Board of Trade in connectlon
with the employment of Negro sailors on board coolie emigrant vessels. Such' men have
been found by experience to cause much difficulty and trouble in consequence of their tendency
to molest and interfere. with the female emigrants, and the Surgeons Superintendent; at a

b
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recent Conference, have - recommended that the employment of Negroes and Mulattos in any . .

capacity on such vessels shonld be prohibited. - The. eontractor for- the supply of shipping, on
the other hand, represents that he employs such- men not from choice but from necessity, as the:
men are shipped by his vessels in the United: States when loading with mineral .0il for Cal-
cutta; and that on arrival there it frequently happens that he is not allowed by the shipping'
officers to discharge the men who thus form part of the crew of - vessels’ carrymg coolies from

_Calcutta to the West Indies.

On 2 recent occasion it .was found 1mpossﬂ)le to punlsh a man Who had flagrantly mis-
behaved himself owing to the absence from the ship’s articles and -the Charter Party and

; rules of the Indian Government of any provisions for inflicting penalties for such’offences, and

the doubt which arase as to the power of lhe mastex of the ship to- dlschart‘re refractory sailors -
at a port of call, -

In these circumstances we had proposed to insert a provision in the Charter Party giving
power to the Surgeon Superintendent to require the master of a vessel to.discharge refractory
sailors at the first poxt of call, but the contractor has been advised by his - solicitors that he
could not deal with the men in this way as the ship’s articles must not. contain any provisions
contrary to law.

1 beg therefore to request the advice of the Board of Trade in. the matter a.nd to say th'lt

meanwhile we have 1eqmred the contractor toinsert in the articles of all ships emplo3 ed in
the coolie emigration service the following provision which has hitherto appeared in the arti-
cles of his own'ships only, vig. s Anv z“embex of the craw molesting or interfering with the

" eoolie p'lscennrers will be ﬁned for the first offence ten shillings, and for each subsequent

offence one month’s pay.” :

Such a provision by itself is not, however, sufficiently deterrent and we deexre to secure, if
pos:xble, power to require the landing of refractory sailors at the port of call as otherwise there
is no alternative but to earry such men on to the end of the voyarre aud to keep them in irons
which is of course unsatisfactory.

I .enclose for reference one form of Charter Party and of the rules’ of the Government of
India under which the vessels are chartered. ’

. Dated 7, Whitehall Gardens, London, S. W., the 14th Augnst 1894.

From—-A. D. Berringroy, Esq,, Asszslant Secreta: 75 Board: of Trade, Marme
_qurtment
To—The Crown Agents for the Calomes. T - ’

I.awu directed by the Board of Trade to aanow]edo'e nhe recelpt of your Ietter of the 2nd
instant, requesting the opinion and advice of this Department in.connection: with the employ-
ment of Negro suilors on board coolie emigrant véssels, ‘with especial leference to your desne
to seéure power to require the landing of refmctory szuloxs at a port of ¢ all,

In reply, I am-to call your attention to the provisions of section 207 of the Merchant

Shipping Act, 1854, under which masters of British ships are probibited from" discharging or

leaving abroad.any seaman or apprentice except with the sanetion- of the British Consu]ar or

other officer as shown therein, and to state that the Board of Trade -have no power to waive
-compliance with the enactment in question,

I am af the same time to suggest, for your consxdemtxon, that the difficulty referred to in
your letter might be met by the insertion in the Charter Party of a clause bmdma- the con--
tractors not to employ. American or other Negro s seamen, though I am to state that the Board

are advised that to include Mulattos in this prohibition, as proposed by the Surgeons Superin- -

tendent, would exclude many excellent seamen, notably those known as Manilla men

~ Government of Indin Central Pnntmg-Ofﬁcc. ~No, '4'6.., D. B A.-12-12:94,~100,—F. C, C
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