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Ezxtract from the Proceedings of the Government of India, in the Home
Department (Medical),—under date Calcuttn, the 23rd March 1895..

Reap— :
Home Department Resolution No, 8¥edieal {ated the 26th September 1888,

624—633,

Home Department Resolution No, %}m‘ﬁ, dated the 15th June 1889, and the draft Bill
to provide for the isolation of lepers and the amelioration of their condition published
with it.

The replies of Liocal Governments and Administrations to the above Resolution,

The Report (1893) of the Leprosy Commission in India appointed at the instance of

" the National Leprosy Fund in 1890, .

The Memorandum on th_at Report, as prepared by a Special Committee appointed for the
purpose by the National Leprosy Fund, and endorsed or annotated by members of the
Executive Committee of the Fund.

 Home Department Circular letter No. %“f%‘is‘;:‘ , dated the 15th September 1893, forward-
ing, for the opinion of Local Governments and Administrations, the above-mentioned
Report and Memorandum, together.with a Memorandum by the Surgeon-General with
the Government of India. .

The replies of Local Governments and Administrations to that Circular letter.

Home Department letter No. 48 Medical, dated the 7th February 1895, to the Govern-
ment of Bengal, conveying the approval of the Governor General in Council to the
introduction iu the local Legislative Couneil of a draft Bill to provide for the segre-
gation of pauper lepers and the regulation of the exercise by lepers of certain trades
or callings, .

RESOLUTION.

TrE question whether it would not be possible for the State to take a
more direct part in the prevention or treatment of leprosy in India has been
for some years under the consideration of the Government of India. Jn the
Resolution, dated the 26th September 1888, the Governor General in Council
observed that so far as had been ascertained at the census of 1881 there
were 181,618 lepers in British India, that these figures did not in all pro-
bability afford a true measure ¢f the disease, and that about 1 per cent. only
of the lepers actually known to exist came under organised relief in Insti-
tutions maintained by charity or assisted by Government. It was stated that
the great majority of lepers preferred to be the objects of local charity and
appeared to disapprove of the small amount of restraint to which they were
liable in institutions maintained for their treatment. The Governor General in
Council was of opinion that the absolute segregation of the sexes and the con-
finement for life of all affected by leprosy, which His Excellency in Council
was then assured was the only effectual measure for stamping out the gisease,.
would not only be repugnant to public opinion but would be impracticable in
India. After a careful consideration of the subject the Governor General in
Council came to the conclusion that, for the time at all events, the State could not
attempt more than the encouragement of the grant of medical and charitable
relief to lepers in voluntary hospitals and Leper Asylums. -His Excellency in
Council expressed the opinion that in such institutions the necessity of strictly
segrecating the sexes should invariably be kept in view and desired that this
condition should be enforced in the case of every institution for the relief of
lepers receiving aid from public funds, and that every effort should be made to
induce the supporters of institutions of the kind maintained by voluntary con-
tributions to adopt a similar rule.

9. Subsequently, upon a further examination of the question, the Governor-
General in Council considered that some additional measures might be taken
with the object of promoting the establishment of asylums or retreats. for
lepers and giving legislative sanction to the retention of lepers in such retreats.

.
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clusions as to the ‘nature of the disease did not justify any recommendation

- for absolute segregation, and for the same reasons they found it impossible to

advise compulsory partial isolation. They advocated the adoption of a volun-
tary isolation as extensive as local circumstances would allow, and suggested
that, if marriages among lepers were perml.tted, this plan might be more easily
carried out. They stated that they would in no case suggest an I mpem_l Act,
especially directed against lepers as such, for the reason that they considered
lepers to be far less dangerous to a community than insane or syphilitic people.

6. The Commissioners made the following recommendations for the regu-
lation of leprosy and lepers in India, which they considered could be effected by
‘means of Municipal bye-laws:—(a) that the sale of articles of food and
drink by lepers should be prohibited and that they should be prevented
from practising prostitution, and from folowing such occupations, as those
of barber and washerman, which concern the food, drmk,. a,nd: clot}png of
the people generally, quite apart from the dread of a_possible infection; ()
that the best policy in dealing with the concentration of lepers in towns and
cities is to discourage it, and that to this end the Municipal authorities should be

ass bye-laws preventing vagrants suffering from leprosy from
g }"ng placgs of public resort or using public conveyances ;

. becwing i ¢
begging in or frequen :1 be built near towns where they do ‘not alreadfy exist,

houl . Ny e
(¢) that asylum:hsorities should have the power of ordering lepers infringing

ons either to return to their homes or to enter an asylum ;
cal authority should always be consulted before

ion is taken under such bye-laws. .
. e idered by a Special Committee

t of the Cominission was consi :
7. he ropor consisting 'of two members* nominated by

® The Honoursble Geo. N. Curzom, M‘f-" the Executive Committee of the National
then Under.Seoretary of Btate for Todid g oo'myng two memberst nominated

(Chasrman). . prosy b4 . s ;
Edward Clifford, Eeg. by the Royal College of Physicians, and
# 8ir Dyoe Duckworth, M.D., LL.D), two members} nominated by the Royal
G. A Heron, Esq. ¥.D, F.B.C.E College of Surgeons. It was also consi-
C.8 dered at the same time by the members§

't Jonsthan Hutohinson, E .,RLL.D., FRS.
K. . Macnamars, keq., F.B.C.8. ; ' :
of the Executive Committee of the Nation-

Pordinand  de  Rothschild, M.P,

, B‘('&L;m... al Leprosy Fund. As the result of this-
The Bishop of London. consideration a memorandum was pre-

., The late B e Ph T oy Bl Jre- pared by the members of these two Com-
_,Ms‘i:t.’;ap%ngetgm« FES - - 'mittees accepting ‘the conclusions of the
© sir ;wggyf:yg;gtﬁ“é;é:m’f‘é?’mﬁp,, Mp. Commissioners except:—(3) that the
g{h gernon )Borthwiok, Bart., M.P. (Hono- extet:t‘to Whi(;:h.lepr(isy;.ls I_)ropagaetsfl ‘tiy
sary Treasurire . contagion and inoculation is exceedingly
'-;fi:)_m'“d awson, B, (Honorary Tree small%land () that leprosy in the majority
" Sir Somers Vine, P.R 0.8, F.8.8, (Homorary of cases originates de novo, that is, from
Beoretary). , & sequence or concurrence of causes and
" eonditions, dealt with in the report, and which are related to each other in
«ways, at present imperfectly known. These Committees declared themselves
_unable to accept the view that segregation in any casé 6f leprosy in India is
either impracticable or undesirable, and stated that they would be sorry if the
" Government of India were encouraged by the report of the Commissioners to
refrain from taking the necessary steps in the direction of such segregation
of lepers as might be found possible. They stated that their opinions on segre-
gation ‘were in accord with those of Dr. Vandyke Carter, vis., that it should be
effected— | | - L
“ " (i) by erecting plain asylums at certain‘centfe's‘{eachof‘which would
R be a refuge common to several districts, and a place of detentioh,
N under due management and supervision ; B s
" (ii) by founding Leper Colonies, or village communities, mainly of the
L affected, who, while allowed more liberty of movement, should
L yet be prevented from mingling with the peasantry around;

{iii) by requiring the strict isolation in suitable separate lodgment

R e

of leprous subjects retained in their homes at express wish of
- friends; and » . - o
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the Surgeon-
ome Department
ons for the estab.

General with the Government of India, circulated wi
letter of the 15th September 1893, contained detailed :ff:hesg
lishment and location of additional asylums throughggt t

rural tracts where lepers with thejr wives and familje ;

might be productive of practical good, They consig«;*‘;gitﬁ:étwat
few children would be born, and proposed that they should eom
removed to orphanages from which they would be dischay ed
could support themselves, ged a

This part of the subject appears to the Government ;
farther consideration by the Local Governments and Adm?zfis%fa(iliinzo nle‘gd
5 e, . e

_COmparatively
If possible, be
S Soon as they

area an asylum, or an asylum and a farm, should be maintaj

ngogia}te the lepers who may be found vagrant in the Mll:fnliic?;a?ist;;:s a}ccot?lx-
d}v1s10n or area, and His Excellency in Couneil is of opinion that them dd'e
tional expense which may be necessary for the purpose should he met 'o?ntll-
’b‘y the Municipalities and District and Local Boards "of the division orJ are y
The Gove?nment of India will be glad if the Local Governments and Adminig'
tratlong will take the matter into their consideration at an early date, in ordep t;
determine to what extent additional accommodation will be réquired, how the

Municipalities and District and Ioeal Boards is necessary for the establishment
of such as.yl.uyns and farms outside the limits of Municipalities and for the
propgsed division of the cost. The Government of India are inclined to think
t@at it may not be necessary to legislate, as was proposed in clause 4 of the Biil
circulated in 1889,' for: the voluntary admission of lepers in asylums, but they

11, The foqrth recommendation of the Commissioners was that competent
%nec}xcal authority should always be consulted before action in regard
BO ti}};ersc i1 taken. With this view the Government of India entirely agree.
Ut the -0mmissioners did not suggest a definition of the terms leper” and
) leprosy which could be adopted for the purpose of the provisions to be made
1n the different laws gnd bye-laws. In the opinion of the Government of India
the terms should for thig purpose be defined, as in the Bill at present before the
Legislative Coungil of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, which isalluded to in
th.e preamble of this Resolution, so as only to include casesin which ulcer-
ation has actually commenced, The Governor General in Council considers that
the public interests do not require that action should be taken against persons
attacked _With the disease who have not reached that stage, In any case in
which it 1S proposed to enforce tie bye-laws against a person who appears to be
affected with uleerous SOreés, a preliminary to such action will be that he should
be examined by a competent medical authority.

. .. 12. The enquiry mentioned in paragraph 2 of this Resolution which was
1nstituted into the question whether the disease of leprosy is on the increase or

not in this country was taken up by the Leprosy Commissioners. At the time

when the report was issued the returns for the census of 1891 had not been -

fully revised, but they were sufficiently complete to enable the Commissioners

to make an elaborate eXamination of the statistics given in the last three censuses

taken in India regarding the distribution of lepers in the country. The con-
clusions at which they arrived was that the slarm about the incrense of Jeprosy
in British India is altogether groundless, that the figures available, though
unfortanately consisting of only three sets, pointed strongly to a decrease in the
number of these unfortunate people, and in any case to the dizcase not being on
the increase, that the number of lepers had been greatly overstated, 110,000 being
perhaps nearest the truth, and that leprosy could therefore not be regarded in

3 J \ i 7

. r. The final statistics of the Census Commissioner
the light of a gslﬁlr:lngﬁ]g:r of persons described as lepers at the Census of 1891
for India Sg‘f'{eof whom 31,069 were females. Mr. Baines thought it possible
to bo 126"1 ?ie’al of the decrease in the numbers of lepers returned in 1891, from
that a,’goohich they were formerly remarkably high, might be nominal, and due
tracts ;:;e:v accuracy of diagnosis, and the Governor General in Couneil is inclined

to gre : . it is i ible to say for certain whether the disease of
th him that it is impossible to say for € (
f;’pﬁfﬁei: ;;his country is on the whole stationary or not. His Excellency in

| Council, however, sees no reason to dissent from the general conclusion of

Commissioners that leprosy does not prevail in India to such an extent
geto constitute a general or universal danger, and t_hat the means b}f which
we must look forward to secure its diminution are improved sanitation and

better dietetic conditions.

13. The legislation which is required to carry out the decisions of the
Government of India in paragraphs 8, 9 and 10 of this Resolution will be effected
in Local Legislative Councils in the Provinces where they exist and for other
Provinces by the Governor General in Council. The Bill cited in the preamble
has already been introduced in the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal,

- and the Governments of Madras, Bombay and the North-Western Provinces

and Oudh should now proceed to legislate, either by means of a separate Bill
or by such amendment of the Municipal law as is necessary to bring it into
accord with the principles which have been accej ted by the Government of
India. The Governor General in Council will be glad to receive in due course,
from the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab and the Local Administrations,
proposals for effecting the changes in the law which will he required in the
Provinces administered by them.

14. The Governor General in Council cannot conclude this Resolution
without placing on record his appreciation of the able and exhaustive manner
in which the Leprosy Commissioners conducted their enquiry. Two of them,
the Governor General in Council regrets, passed away before His Excellency
in Council had had an opportunity of publicly acknowledging their labours,
Surgeon-Major Barclay died at S8imla of typhoid fever while the Comqusg)lone?s
were still engaged in their investigations, and Dr. Begven Rake at Trinidad in
August 1894. Finally, the Governmex}t of India ({es1}*e to express on behalf of
the Empire their thanks to the Committee of the National Leprosy Fund for
devoting a portion of the subscriptions raised in memory of the lafte Father
Damien to the investigation of the disease of leprosy throughout India.

OrpER.— Ordered, that this Resolution be published in the Gazette of
India, and that a copy be forwarded to all Local Governments and Administra.

tions and to the Foreign Department for information.
(True Extract.)

J. P. HEWETT,
Offy. Secretary to the Goot, of India.
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Ezxtract from the Proveedings of the Government of Indiay in the Home :

Department (Medical),~—under dote Caloutta, the 23rd March 18965,

E

REsD— .
Home Department Resolution No, ey dated the 26th September 1888,

Houwe Department Kesolution No, £t Jated the 15¢h Tune 1889, and the draft Bill
to provide for theisolation of lepers and the amelioration of their condition published
with it

The rephies of Local Governments and Admi nistrations to the above Resolution,

The Report (1493} of the Leprosy Commission in Yudia appointed ab the instancs of ,

* the National Leprosy Fund in 1890,
The Memorandum on that Report, as [;;;}pamd by & Special Committee sppointed for the
pucpose by the National Leprosy od, and endorsed or annotated by members of the
Executive Committes of the Fund., ) 5 ¢

Howe Departivent Cirenlar letior No. %gi’%;?;‘ s dabed the 35th September 1898, forward.

ing, for the opivion of Looal Governments and Administrations, the above-mentioned

Beport and Memoraadum, together with g Memorandnm by the Burgeon-General with

the Governmont of India. ;
The replies of Loeal Governments snd Administrations to that Circular Jetter,

Home Department letter No, 48 Madioal, duted the 7th February 1805, to the Govern-

ment of Bengal, convaying the approval of the Governor General in Clouncil to the -

introduction 1u the lveal Legislativs Council of a draft Bill to provide for the segre-
' gation of pauper lepers snd the regulatiof of the exerciss by lepers of certain trades
or callings, L

4
o

 RESOLUTION. |
TrE question whether it would not be possible for the Btate totake g4

tmore direct part in the prevention or treatment of leprosy in India has been

for some years under the consideration of the Government of India. In the
Resolution, dated the 2614 September 1888, the Governor General in Council
observed that so far as bad been ascertained at the census of 188] there
wers 131,618 lepers in Brifish Indis, that these figures did not in all pro-
bability afford a true measurs of the disease, and that about 1 per cent, only
of the lepers actually known to exist came under organised relief in Insti.
tutions maintained by charity or assisted by Grovernment, 1t was stated that
the great neajority of lepers preferred to be the objects of local charity and

- sppeared to disapprove of the small amount of restraint fp which they were

Liable in institutions maintained for their treatment. The Governor General in

ouneil wag of opinion that the absolute segregation of the sexes and the cop.
finement for life of all affected by leprosy, which His Excellency in Council
was then gssured was the only effactual easurs for stamping ‘out the disease,

atiempt more than the encovragement of the, grant of medionl and chatitable

condition should be enforced in the case of every institution for the relief of

lepers receiving aid from public funds, and that every effort should be made to
induce the supporters of institutions of the kind maintained by voluntary con«
tributions o adopt a similar rule, o

2. Bubsequently, upon a further examination of the question, the Governor
General in Council considered that fome additional wressures might be taken
with the object of promoting the establishment of asylums or retreats fop
lepers and giving Jegislative sanction to the retention of lepers in such retreats,
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ance at any religious observance or at any ins i

obligatory upon the inmates, In inviting the views of the local authorities

upon the provisions of the Bill
requested the Local G on the 15th J une 1859, the Government of India

i:trationi to state whether, in the
5 _ as on the increase or not.
e replies showed that very great uncertainty existed as to the cause

and character of the disease of ]
differed very much upon thege po? é’t‘:sy,,rﬁnd the opinions of those consulted

the highest medical authorities co ¢ opinion was expressed by many of
by inoculation, and that the part ;ls:;zzd that the dlgeasg is not contagious except

lepers who might after wapn:
. a i i
public. The conclusion at rv‘;i]nighp: r:lst X

At the time the Ep lish
of His Royal Highnegss the Pr; und, formed under the presidency
memory of Father Damijen wp, 11(11qe of Wales for the purpose of per étIl)mtiﬂg the
the lepers of Hawaij, contem l:\tlgd ot leprosy contracted durinvpliis work among
visit India, and the G p ated the appointment of g Leprogy Commission to

Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for 1(118’- after communicating their views to

thHS“’Of;ﬁe Commissjon, dia, decided await the recommenda-
. The Commission 1
which
* Beaven N, ’ consisted 0 .
MECs T B, MD, Lypcp fosed f five gentlemen of the medical pro-

. = 1688100, threet .
Geo. A. Buckmaster, Eeq, MD, Nati ’ ee* selected in England by the
, :' % ponthack, Esq, M.D, MRCP, ational pr?S{lFund in conbjunction with
urgeon-Major A, Barcly s . S of the R hy-
Su-rgeon-Majo:S. J.a';‘clloi;si‘x;,Bl.).PH Blclang and the Royal Oéz}l CO“G?BS of z)ni,
Me.(hcal.se”ice‘“deputed by th GLondon’ and twof—omcer:ngotheuaiaian
gations in the winter of 189{)-9;.a ;“}:Zrnment of India, commenced its investi-

th 3 . . . : s
€ir Opinion that :—(7) leprosy is a g s:mmlsswners unanimously report

8yphilis or tubercy]og; iy Ui generis « it i

" Joprosy is 0ot diffugq y ey TIKIBE tiologica] wuslogies with thelntiars (9
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Y race or cagte- rroundings; pe; i iarl
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ration which exists . ;
asure ch exists in both diseases 18
of the danger of contagion,” They lxe(l)d ‘tl(xl;:etheir cob~
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clusions as to the nature of the disease did not justify any recommendation
for absolute segregation, and for the same reasons they found it impossible to
advise compulsory partial isolation. They advocated the adoption of a volune
tary isolation as extensive as local circumstances would allow, and suggested
that, if marriages among lepers were permitted, this plan might be more easily
carried out. They stated that they would in no case suggest an Imperial Act,
especially directed against lepers as such, for the reason that they considered
lepers to be far less dangerous to a community than insane or syphilitic people.

6. The Commissioners made the following recommendations for the regu-
lation of leprosy and lepers in India, which they considered could be effected by
means of Municipal bye-laws:—(a) that the sale of articles of food and
drink by lepers should be prohibited and that they should be prevented
from practising prostitution, and from following such occupations, as those
of barber and washerman, which concern the food, drink, and clothing of
the people generally, quite apart from the dread of a possible infection; (&)
that the best policy in dealing with the concentration of lepers in towns and

- citiesis to discourage it, and that to this end the Municipal authorities should be

empowered to pass bye-laws preventing vagrants suffering from leprosy from
begging in or frequenting places of public resort or using public conveyances ;
(¢) that asylums should be built near towns where they do not already exist,
and that the authorities should have the power of ordering lepers infringing
the Municipal regulations either to return to their homes or to enter an asylum ;
and (d) that competent medical authority should always be consulted before

action is taken under such bye-laws.
7. The report of the Commission was considered by a Special Committee
consisting of two members* nominated by

. . N. ¢ . MP, . . A
Tl}‘}lenH‘{}‘:E;:}’S‘:m(f:fy of State for Indin the Executive Committee of the National

(Chairman). Leprosy Fund, two memberst nominated
Edward Clifford, Esq. : by the Royal College of Physicians, and
t (S}“ A“’ﬁ;'g:“‘;}:;f’t}ﬁgf)ﬁﬁ%%' two members{ nominated by the Royal
+ Jonathau Hutehinson, Esq., LL.D., F.RS. College of Surgeons. It was also consi-
N. C. Macnamara, Ksq., F.R.C.S. dered at the same time by the members§

Fordinand de Bothschild, M.P. Of the Executive Committee of the Nation-

Baron "

§ (Chairman). . al Leprosy Fund. As the result of this
ishop of London. s . .

g’g: ﬁ: P O ndvew Olark, Bart,, F.R.S,, Pre. cCODsideration a memorandum was pre.

sident, Royal College of Physicians. pared by the members of these two Com-

Sir James Paget, Bart., F.K.5. mittees accepting the conclusions of the

i h Fayrer, K.CS8.I, M.D, .
Sh '{"‘I).mguye:)i';i‘;lter, K.CM.G, M.D., M.p.  Commissioners except:—(3) that the

8ir Algernon Borthwick, Bart., M.P. (Honmo- extent to which leprosy is propagated by
"‘g{fﬁf{?&ﬁ"};ﬂwm’ Batt. (Honorary Trea- CODEagion and inoculation is exceedingly
surer). , small ; and (6) that leprosy in the majority
Sefj:tgg;‘)"" Vine, FRG.S. F.8.8. (Homorary  of cases originates de novo, that is, from
) a sequence or concurrence of causes and
conditions, dealt with in the report, and which are related to each other in
ways, at present imperfectly known. These Committees declared themselves
unable to accept the view that segregation in any case of leprosy in India is
either impracticable or undesirable, and stated that they would be sorry if the
Government of India were encouraged by the report of the Commissioners to
refrain from taking the necessary steps in the direction of such segregation
of lepers as might be found possible. They stated that their opinions on segre-
gation were in accord with those of Dr. Vandyke Carter, viz., that it should be

effected—

(i) by erecting plain asylums at certain centres, each of which would

be a refuge common to several districts, and a place of detention,
- under due management and supervision ;

(ii) by founding Leper Colonies, or village communities, mainly of the
affected, who, while allowed more liberty of movement, should
yet be prevented from mingling with the peasantry around;

(iii) by requiring the strict isolation in suitable separate lodgment
of leprous subjects retained in their homes at express wish of

friends ; and
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present at all events, the prohibition shotld not apply except to lepers in and
near Municipalities and at the larger fairs and similar gatherings. As the
Government of India abstain strictly from regulating prostitution, 1o bye-law
or Act dealing with the prohibition against lepers following certain trades or

callings should extend to that of prostitution by leper women.

In the opinion of the Governor General in Council the question of
amending the Municipal Acts in the Provinces where they are at preseut

deficient in this respect should now be taken into consideration. In connection
with this point it appears

to His Excellency in Council that section 55 of Act
XV of 1883 in the North-Western Provinces and Oudb cannot, as urged by
the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces and Chief Commis-
gioner of Oudh, be held to refer to this matter, and that section 85 of Act XVIII
of 1889 in the Central Provinces, which the Chief Commissioner of the Central
Provinces considers would enable Municipal Commissioners to prohibit, as a

ublic nuisance, lepers from publicly exposing their sores or from engaging
in trade, does not provide for it with sufficient precision. :

9. The second recommendation of the Commissioners was directed against
the prevalent custom of mendicant lepers to leave their homes and crowd
into the large centres of population. The Commissioners held that vagrant
and. indigent lepers scattered about the country are not a source of serious
danger, and their proposal that Municipal authorities should be empowered
by bye-laws to prevent vagrants afflicted with leprosy from begging
in or frequenting places of public resort or using public conveyances in
towns and cities was dictated by the expectation that the effect of such bye-
laws in large towns wounld be an emigration into the surrounding country, and
a furtherance of the scheme for establishing experimental leper colonies or
farms in rural districts. With the exception of the Government of Madras and
the Chief Commissioner of Assam, the Local Governments and Administrations
are generally in favour of sending to, and retaining in, asylums vagrant pauper
lepers who congregate in towns. It has been foreibly urge_d.to the Govern=~
ment of India that this question, as well as that of prohibiting lepers from
engaging in certain trades, has an administrative as well as a medical aspect, and
that action such as the Commissioners proposed is justified by the loathsomeness
of the disease, by the circumstance that those suffering from it very com-
monly obtrude their sores upon the public with a _view to forcing people to

ive them money, and by the fact that people in India are commonly struck
with horror atthe approach of a leper, and are apt to yield to his importunity
in order to induce him to move on. In deference to the sentiments of the
community generally, the Government of India agree that steps should be
taken to prevent mendicant lepers from obtruding their deformities on the

ublic gaze in towns and cities. The experience gained in Bombay, since the
estublishment of the Leper Asylum at Matoongsa, shows that regulations having
this ohject may, if intelligently and energetically carried out, be expected to
be tE>1x"o&i\1<:ti\re of great benefit to the leper community as well as to the general
public. . :

The Commissioners recommended that the authorities in towns should
be empowered to order a leper infringing the regulations either to return
to his home or to enter an asylum. This recommendation is generally
accepted except by the Government of Madras which would limit the power
of enforcing obedience to the bye-laws to the actual expulsion of lepers from
towns and cities, and by the Chief Commissioner of Assam on the ground that
he is not prepared to recommend compulsory detention in asylums, The
view which approves itself to the Government of India and to the major-
ity of the Local Governments and Administrations is that vagrant’ lepers
in Municipalities should be dealt with in much the same way as vagrant
lunatics are dealt with under the provisions of Act XXXVI of 1858, viz.,
that such persons should be brought before a Medical officer and a
Magistrate and sent to an asylum by an order of the latter if found to be suffer-
ing from the disease and without relatives who can properly care for and treat
tbem. The Governor General in Council considers that, for the present at all
events, it wmiil be sufficient to take power to deal with vagrant lepers in this
manner in Municipalities and their immediate neighbourhood.
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