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Dated Bangalore, the 13th_March 1895,
NPT op e

‘SIR, i

I have the honour to report for the information of His Excellency the
Governor in Council, and for such action in the Military and other Depart-
‘ments of the Government of Fort 8t. George as His Excellency may think fit, the
following circumstances. )

2. The Civil and Military Station of Bangalore is included within the

Native State of Mysore, and when a Minister of Religion referred to in Sec. 5

(8) requires a license to solemnize marriages within Bangalore (Sec.8 Act, XV of
1872) or to grant certificates of marriages between Native Christians (Sec. 9 of

the same Act), the Governor-General in Council grants such licenses by Notifi-
cation, as for instance by Notification 4443 I., dated December 27, 1804,

Il Wesleyan Ministers are apparently not licensed under Sec. 6, but obtain the

- {: authority they require by securing their appointments as Marriage Registrars
' |t under Sec. 8 of the Act. When a marriage is solemnized by a duly licensed
o minister of religion, the certificate must under Sec. 34 of the Act be sent to the

Marriage Registrar of the District.

"Governor-General in Council ; and by Government of India Notification 1763 G,
. dated August 31, 1875 the Deputy Commissioner of Bangalore was formerly ap-

o ‘pointed Registrar. But that Notification was cancelled by Foreign Department
Notification 14 I., dated January 1, 1890: and by Notifications No. 242 I.,

- dated January 22, 1890, No. 4527 1., dated December 30, 1890, No. 4757 1.,

dated December 29, 1892, and No. 3229 I., dated September 12, 1894, and

eight gentlemen of the Wesleyan Mission have been appointed under Sec. 8

Marriage Registrars in Bangalore and in the Mysore State. The *senior

Marriage Registrar”’ contemplated by Sec. 34 of the Act in Bangalore is not

defined by any known local rule or public declaration by Notification or other-

wise. The Registrar General of Births &c., in Madras, on February 15, 1890,

inquired whether any senior Marriage Registrars had been appointed for Mysore,

- and he was informed by my predecessor on February 28, 1890 that no such ap-
"pointment had been made; but I apprehend that under Sec. 34 the senior

Marriage Registrar is, in the absence of any special appointment as such, the

Registrar for the time being in the District, whose appointment dates from the

belongs.

3. Inthis condition of the law and of affairs which, as far a§ my researches
into a somewhat complicated correspondence have gone, I believe to be correct,
the following unfortunate circumstance has occurred. The Revd: J. Gillings is

- a very highly respected aged Missionary of the Wesleyans who having retired
W . from active duties came to Bangalore at the end of 1893. He held in his pos-
) -session a license dated December 19, 1871 issued by Lord Napier Governor of
\/ Madras under Sec. 8 of Act V 1865, authorizing him to solemnize marriages

x ! “within the territories subject to the Government of Madras,” and another of
R ; the same date similarly signed under Sec. 47, Part V of Act V, 1865 regard-

‘ ing marriages between Native Christians. He had no authority under either
Sec. 6 or Sec. 8 of Act XV, 1872 to solemnize marriages in Mysore terri-
tory including the Bangalore Station, nor did he otherwise become qualified

‘ A Marriage Registrar is appointed in Native States under Sec. 8 by the . .

‘
\ .
[

earliest date irrespective of the particular religious denomination to which he

under Sec. 5 of the Christian Marriage Act. On the 3rd of January 1894 -



: b
Rnso acar Bombardier g, H. A, aged 26 and Ry¢p, F
T galore,

£ istrar Genera] of Births, Deaths and Marriages aQ
as. The certificate of Swasbroolz’s marriage hegpg the stamp of the office '
of the Registray

8 rch 6, 1894, But the Registrar General N
apparently ook 10 steps untj] January 17, 1895, when in pjg letter G. No. 41 R

Ot that date pe returned the Sertificates witp, 8 request that «« You will be good 1
EncL.og0. enough 1, forwarg them to tp& Marri i ‘

i g i strict to be dealt
With by hing under Sectjon g4 of the Act of 1872

4. The Revq. James Gillings thereon pogteq the certificateg to the “Murri-
38e Registrar of the Civil anq Military Station,” Bangalore, and they were
rt_aturped to him throug® the dea ' . i ]

S " his difficu]tieg to my PFipet Assistant, Major Ravenshay

.. DTOOk, The Revd. ] L. Gillings Who i vepy (ﬁstr&tsed at_the doubts risedand ...
a .l'_m ‘anxious o remedy the migty e, has io N )
B the Christian Marriage At with retrosp rom Janum.y 3, 1894, and
the request wil] by ]%ubmitted to the Governmep of India; pyy in n,ly opinion , ’ :
e Government, of dia has ng legal power to antedate its appointments ynder s
the Act. : N
: 6. There remaip two matteps for ¢o

nsideration, th icatj . 68
of Act XV,:1872, ang the determination of the question oe :&I;(l)lr( Rifﬁig;esﬁﬁgis-
trar.  As regargy the first poing there jg oubt that {},q Revd. My, Gillings i |
most fully believeq that he Was authoriseq t,, solemnjge these marriages of Luyo-

Peans. He hgg been a Chaplain t, the Wes yan soldiers g4 Welli?wton since
1887 and he believed that the Bape lore Military Station was in Britis), India.
he question seems to he whether he attitude i was arrived gt upon :
reasonable ground ayq Whether he ue circumspecﬁon, The authority on ' o 5
Which he acteq distinctly stateg that it jg limiteq « Within the territorjes subject &
he Government, of Madras In aceoy ith the Provisions of the wiq Aot ,
© question as 1o furthqr action wij , to t Overnment of Indig,
cpiaoods_the 2nd poin, ot R rogret t 40 Mt the list of Marriage
Registrars ip this station i ot more v; is

s I. en 0 Point oyt that, since marriages

of Christian are frequent jn this station d since Sec. 34 requires that the

. . e 1S5rar Genera] of irths Deatp,, and Marriages, any

suspicious interruption in the ﬂqw of sue Certificates o any irregularity or

Omission might haye attracted hig attentjop and forpjeq the subject of timely
reference to my office.

.,I have the honouy to be,

o | o

Your mogt obedient servant, 5;; 3
Pa
£

Resident. N * A
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