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G?OST{MOﬁTEM EXAMINATIONS OF ANTMALS,
Ueclining to agree to the Surgeon—General’s proposal that,,

Y

_ lreaulsitions for--—should be . - signed only by Superintendents or Q;A
0 \fAsristanu Superintendents of Police,» and requesting the Indpector-

o f;General of Police that all members of his: department may be 1nstructed‘%?

,:that the mere fact of an animal being found dead is not.a sufficient RS

A '_reason for requiring a post mortem examlnatlon by a Medical Officer. f
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper:—

From Surgeon-Major-General C. 8IBTHORPE, r.r.c.r.I., Surgeon-General with
the Government of Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated
Madras, 5th March 1895, No. 227. :

With reference to G.0O., No. 297, Public, dated the 20th March 1888, I have the
honour to forward for the information of Government the accompanying letter,
No. 1011, dated the 22nd February 1895, with its enclosure, from the Civil Surgeon,
(Ootacamund.

2. 1 consider the whole procedure of asking a medical officer to perform such
duties most objectionable, but should Government desire it to be done, such examina-
tion should jonly be supervised in the interests of justice on the requisition of a
Buperintendent or an Assistant Superintendent of Police.

P

Excrosure.

From Surgeon-Major G. L. WALKER, m.n, Civil Surgeon, Ootacamund, to the Secretary to
the gur eon-General with the Government of Madras, dated Qotacemund, 2nd February
1895, No. 1011.

I have the honour to submit herewith Tamil letter from the Station-house officer, Kandal,
Octacamund, No. 1, dated 20th February 1895, together with its English translation, calling upon
me to hold a post-mortem examination on the body of a dog, the property of Mr. E. Hadfield,
that was found dead in its godown on the morning of the 20th instant. I snperintended the
autopsy and found that death resulted from natural causes,

G0, No. 297, dated 20th March 1888, Publie, republished in quarterly sheets Tst quarter 1888,
directs that medical officers must supervise post.moriem examinations of cattle when called upon.
I request the favour of information, firsify, whether “cattle "’ is to be considered, in this connection,
to inclade dogs, cats, asses, and in fact all animals P and, secondly, who is the competent authority
to eall upon the civil surgeon or district medical and sanitary officer to conduct such autopsies P

At present, any police constable or third-grade head constable, who happens to be the station-
house officer, anears to be authorised to direct a commissioned medical officer to perform the ques-
tionable duty of holding post-mortems on animals (questionable from a professional point of view),
A person communicates with the station-house officer, saying “ My dog (cat, monkey, bird, &e.,) is
dead, I think it may have been poisoned ”” ; the station-house officer at once directs the civil surgeon
to hold a post-mortem examination, without the existence of any evidence pointing to foul play.
About two weeks ago two calves that died from natural canses were similarly sent to me for post-
morfem examination by the same station-house officer. I canmot resist the conviction that such
work is alien to the profession of a medical man; but, if it must be done, I think the request
for its performance should emanate from a “police officer of the standing of the District Superin-
tendent or Assistant Superintendent of Police (who would probably make the request only in cases
in which a probability of poisoning existed), and not from an ignorant station-house officer who
makes the demand at the request of the owner of the deadanimal—an easy way out of his difficulty.
Apart from the natural repulsion connected with the P%gormanee of autopsies on the bodies of
animals (often in a state of decomposition) is the fact that'such work takes up a medical officer’s
time frequently, as events show, quite unnecessarily.
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The Government cannot agree to the Surgém-Géneral’s proposal that requisitions

-, N ‘m
for post-mortem examinations of animals should be signed only by Superintendents or ' ? T J /I
Assistant Superintendents of Police. A rule to that effect would be unworkable. o

On the other hand, it is not necessary for the Chief Me

! » Yo n o 27 : :7 .
dical Officer of & district to ' a0 i (o G 4 ; %mf

himself perform or supervise such examinations of “ animalg other than “ cattle,” ~ ' L _ : v s 2 7
It will be sufficient if he deputes a subordinate to overlook operations of the kind. L e ' ‘ : /Z/?“Cj ! ; /7 .
If unnecessarily frequent calls are made for such examinations, he can report the - C T w7 i & & <o @"’ 2~
matter to the Surgeon-General. : ' b ,%) PR 6”:7 ‘

2. The case which has given rise to the present reference will be brought to the ' < ) @ Gest? e o> @ ~ |
notice of the Inspector-General of Police, with the request that all members of the . et 73 %,, ’ 7 ‘
Police department may be instructed that the mere fact of an animal being found GV ’ -
dead is not a sufficient reason for requiring a post-morfem examination by a medical R
officer,

(True Extract.) a | /Y 7 P2 Y I /
J. F. PRICE, o B ’

Chicf Secretary.

» Inspector-General of Police,
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1 have the honour to be,

Sil', ) L. . Ry U"“;v\}}:zé

Your most obedient Servant, =~ - | o ’M

Surgn.-Major-Genl.,
Surgeon-General with the Govt. of Madras,
10 8.G.—1,600—2-2-95, %
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