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CIRCULAR No. 29.

HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY ’STATISTICS_
FURTHER PAPERS. ‘

J 3 t. Date. . l R . . .
— Departmoent. Date. G¢.0. No. Departmen ” The following rules are published for the information and guidance of Medical
G.0. No. | officers and Subordinates with a view to ensure uniformity in the Monthly and
I S Annual Returns of Civil Hospitals and Dispensaries submitted to this office.

The rules now existing on the subjects treated of in this Circular should be _
considered as cancelled. » |
1. Bach liospital and Dispensary must be provided with a
General Instructions. copy of the Nomenclature of Diseases, 2nd Edition, 1885.

9. Medical officers should see at inspections that medical subordinates understand the
use of the Nomenolature of Diseases. :

- 8. The rules and notes in it should be strictly adhered to, and attention paid to the opening ‘ 1
|
|
|

4 vpiragraph of the preface to the old and new editions, as also to the explanations in page XXX.
‘ 4. Those diseases only (with their varieties) which have numbers prefixed to them, with-
out brackets, in the Nomenolature should be recognised in the compilation of statistics.
5  Synonyms are not to be used, a single exception, however, being made in the case of the
term “ Ague >’ which can be used instead of the term ¢ Intermittent Fever.” 1

6. All diseases, general or local, due to syphilitic virus should be returned as syphilis, and

all diseases due to gonorrhceal virus as “ gonorrhwa;’” only non-specific cases should appear
separately in the returns. On the same principle, Medical officers should return inflammation 1
or suppuration of lymph glands due to “ulcer of the penis,” and “warts;” and “ stricture
of urethra,” due to gonorrheea, as gonorrhca. Particular attention is invited to the foot- ‘
notes given in pages 9, 111, 121, 123, 131, 135, 137, 139, 141, 143, 145, 153, 155 and 191 of |
the Nomenclature of Diseases. |

-, 1. Bpecial attention should be paid to the rules in the Nomenelature of Diseases regarding
general and local injuries. ' .

‘8. “ Effocts of climate,” ¢ Effects of heat” and * Effects of cold” should be returned

. undér general injuries. :

i . 9. Local injuries should be grouped under the general heads ss contusions, fractures, . i
:‘?nn&pi, scalp wounds, wounds gun-shot, sprains, dislocations, &e., without specifying the parts N
eo il

. 10. Wheh any case is shown as “ discharged ”’ or “died ”’ under the heading “ jaundice, ”
¢ diarrhoos,  * colic, ” * ascites,”’ * paralysis,” ¢ dyspepsia,’> * palpitation, ’ &o., which are

. 'the names of symptoms and not of disesses, an explanatory note should be attached in the
" remarks column, and they should be specially explained in the annual reports. -

. 11. The term * debility ” or * general debility ”’ should never be used except in the sense it
' is used at pa%e 15 of the Nomenclature of Diseases, i.c., a disease of development such as

- 'immaturity at birth, malformation and.old age. When debility is simply a symptom, the cause

should be ascertained and the diagnosis entered accordingly. ‘

o 12, Borofulous affections, in which tubercle is an integral part of the disease, should be’
W inuladad and returned under tubercular diseases. o
718, Inritation by nettles and stinging plants should be returned among diseases of the
) gl;in under No. 874, and not as poisoned wounds under No. 994-E.

1

" Hegisters with instructions how 14. Out-patients Nominal Kegisters should be kept in th
to keop them.. - form of Civil Medical Book I, P '

, 16. In large institutions separate registers should be maintained, () for Europeans and
. Eurasisns, (6) for Natives and (¢} for sexes of each class. . ‘
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16, Daily registers in the form of Civil Medical Books, 4 and 5, should be completed dail :
from these registers. Y

17. In large institutions at the end of the month the “ remaining,”” including all th
attended on any of the last five days of the month, should be re-entez%a’d in red inl%.a ose who

18. Patients who are absent for five consecutive days should be entered as *discharged
otherwise ” and their tickets cancelled.  If they return they should be admitted as new patients.

19. In-patients.—In all hospitals Nominal Registers in the form of Civil Medical Book 2
should be kept. In special hospitals when necessary additional columns can be added. The
rules in paragraphs. 16, 17 and 18 are also applicable to in-patients when the number of admis-
sions render it desirable.

20. When a patient admitted for one disease, is attacked by another, unconvected with the
former and before recovery from it, a fresh admission will be recorded for the second disease
and ¢ discharged otherwisc” {for the first, a note referring to the new number being entered in
the remarks columun. °

21. When a patient is admitted suffering from two diseases at the same time, the case will
be shown for the most serious one; should the second disease remain after the recovery from the
first, the patient will be *“ discharged otherwise” and readmitted for the latter disease.

22. In the case of a patient admitted for a disease which further observation or post mortem
examination may prove to have been so entered through an error in diagnosis, the entry should
be scored out and the correct discase entered in red ink, so that the case may continue under the
original number, and only one admission be reckoned for it.

23. A case which, owing to the obscurity of its symptoms, cannot at the time be entered
under any specific disease will be recorded as “ not yet diagnosed ;” when the disease has been
ascertained, the case will be entered as a fresh admission if the quarterly returns have been
submitted, if not, the disease should be entered. Should no disease be detected, the case should
be discharged and entered as ““ no appreciable discase.”

24. Cases should only be returned as *cured” when the cause of the disease has been
removed; as ““relieved” where only symptoms have been relieved. All others should be
entered as  discharged otherwise. ”’

95. No cases of cholera should be discharged for re-admission until every symptom, either
directly or indirectly due to the disease, has disappeared.

26. As natural labour is not recognised in the Nomenclature of Diseases, it should not be
shown in any statistical return of sick. Should recovery, however, after natral labour have been
protracted from anemia or other causes, the case should be entered as a disease, as the case
may be. 7

27. In cases of suicide or self-inflicted injuries with suicidal intent, a note should be made
in the remarks regarding the method by which the suicide was accomplished, or the injuries
inflicted, the supposed or presumed motive of the act, the finding of the inquest, if one was held.
If no inquest was held, the fact should be noted. In cases of recovery from injury the result
should be noted.

28. Cperations.—Operation registers should be kept in Civil Medical Book Form 3. In
large institutions, at the end of each quarter, all the cases “remaining’ should be brought

forward in red ink.

29. All surgical operations will be shown under the leadings of the diseases, which
necessitated the operations, ifi Civil Medical Books 1 or 2, a note being made in the remark
column showing the date or dates of the operation or operations.

30. When several operations are performed on the same patient, for the sare disease, the
patient should be * discharged otherwise” in the operation register and a new entry made for
each operation.

31. Reductions of dislocations are to be classified as surgical operations in accordance with
the appendix in the Nomenclature of Diseases, page 279, the particular dislocation being specified
according to the lists given on pages 245, 247 and 249.

32. Fractures should be shown in Statement IIT under local injuries, and in Statement ITI-A
under a separate heading. They should not be included in the list of operations; particular
fractures need not be specified, but compound and simple should be shown separately.

33. Incisions should invariably specify the part incised, and should only be classed under
major operations when large, as an incison for large abscesses, hydroceles, &c., or involving
danger to life, or in the case of large carbuncles when coupled with erosion. The general princi-
ple noted on page 8, footnote, Statement No. 11I-A, is to be borne in mind.

34. “_Amputation ” should mention the part amputated, as leg, thigh, arm, &e., and not be
returned simply as * Amputation caries,” * Amputation gangrene.”

e
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35. All cases of “removal of foreign bodies” should be classified as “minor”’ operations,
except where deep and extensive incisions are necessary to effect extraction, In reference to the
eye, this difference will be noted, foreign bodies removed from the cornea or conjunctiva will be
shown as ¢ minor,” operations, those extracted from the cavity of the eye-ball as “ major.”

36. Removal of innocent tumours should always specify site and size.

37. The result of palliative operation for ascites (paracentis.is abdominis) should not be
shown as death, unless death has actually resulted from, and immediately followed on the
operation. In all other cases the result should be shown as ““ relieved,” death being attributed to
the proper cause.

88. Quarterly returns.—IFrom the lst January 1895,_the submission of the old monthly
roburns will be discontinued, and the quarterly returns of sick in Civil Medical Form I, should
be despatched within ten days after the completion of the quarter to which the return relates.

39. The office copies of quarterly and annnal returns should be kept in printed forms.

40. The quarterly and annual returns should be carefully scrutinized in the District
office before they are transmitted to the office of Burgeon-General.

41. In all large institutions it is most desirable that preparations for making the annual
returns should be carried out systematically, and with this view a manuscript compilation copy
of each return should be prepared in January and completed monthly.

49, The ratios on the daily average attendance of in and out patients together, should not
be obtained by summing up the ratios severally obtained for each class, but should be worked out
on the total sick. ‘

43. Annual Returns,—Annual returns (Government of India forms Statement I to V) Civil
Medical ¥orm I, are due in the office of Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras on the
31st January of the following year,

44. No admission will appear in any annual return, as not yet diagnosed, as sufficient time
will always have elapsed between the date of admission and the completion of the annual return,
to ascertain the disease with exactness or to class the case as one of “ no appreciable disease,”
should observation justify the use of this term.

45. A separate heading should be added at the end of diseases in Statement III of the
annual return, for “ no appreciable disease.”

46. With the annual return for each hospital and dispensary should be submitted a
manuseript report explaining all variations, as compared with the preceding year in Statements
II to V of the Annual Statistics.

(@) From Statement II, all abnormal variations in the number of In and Out patients
and in the proportion of beds to the daily average sick should be explained, noting
also :—

(1) The increase or decrease in death-rate.

(2) The actual causes of mortality.

(3) Cases admitted to hospital in a moribund state.

(4) Cases removed from hospital in a moribund state. )

(5) Deaths from septic diseases acquired in hospital or previous to admission.

() From Statement III, any increase or decrease under any one or more diseases should
be noticed with the causes as far as they can be ascertained. ’

(c) From Statement IV, the causes of all fluctuations in sex and class should be briefly
stated.

(d) From Statements V and V, Part I, all variations under each head should be fully
explained. .

47. District Medical and Sanitary officers and Civil Surgeons will, in supersession of the
report required to be submitted to this office ander Circular Memorandum No. 7807 of 21st
December 1892, which has been cancelled by G.O., No. 735 of Qn'd October 1_894-, submit by the
31st January of each year a Consolidated report for all the hospitals and dispensaries in their
distriets or under their supervision, taking their information from the individual reports referred
to in para. 406. ’

(¢) The individual report should be submitted to this office along with the Consolidated
report now called for which should explain—

(1) Any increase or decrease in the number of institutions at work during the
year.

(2) Any hospitals or dispensaries having been supplied with European medicines
wholly or in part at Government expense, quoting the authority.

(3) Cause of all variations in the Provincial contributions towards the pay of
Medical officers in column 35 of Statement V.
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(b) A short review of the progress made during the year in the Gosha hospitals or Female
Dispensaries in their districts with a statement giving the following particulars. :—
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(e) venr with an expglana,tiolrll Wi(lgnoihlelosgﬁ;ﬁb m}d. dispensaries inspected during the
sumber. er of inspection fell short of the require

(¢) A report that a sufficient budect provisi
\ 3 e L provision has .
hospital buildings and flll‘l)?tul'(lj——(‘[({g a(l)a }\)‘veen made for the
dated 26th June 1844. e 20

48. The following classification of Iospitals and Dis i
) Cnsar 8 ( 5 ; f—
Class I.—Government Institutions, pensaries should be strictly followed :
G.0., No. 1014 _ 2 Moo s
5 Pu’blio - 19th’ Class 1T —Liocal .I‘und and Municipal Institutions,
Class IIT-A.—Private Instituti
May 1&83. <~ rvate tos itutions,
Olass ITI-B.—Private aided Institutions
49. All institutions which have accommodations for ;

hospitals, and those with pro‘n«patients should be classed as

(.0. No. 106-L., dated 16th dispensaries. An ision only for out-door relief as
y further clags

January 1889, Local and Municipal.  bo made with reference to the Chlﬁcatlon deemed desirable should

2d annual repairs of
1177-L., Local and Municipal

of the station where it is located wractir of the intitution and not

50. The number of patients shown as treated during the - ,
Statements 1T, 111 and IV. The daily averages in the Sgate year should he the same 11

The number of surgical operations in Statements 11T and III-tI&nesLllt211 IT and 1V should agrec

51, When the average daily attendance is out of proportion t Id correspond.
should be explained in the report made under para. 46, o the total treated, the same

59. If attendance by proxies be unusually large, the

made under para. 46. 8% cause should be stated jn ihe report
53. Under Hindus, in Staternent IV, only Caste Hindus g

should include all others not specially accounted for. 1oul
54. A footno.te should .be added .to statement 11 of t}, ar

the hospital or dispensary 1s located 1 o rented Luilding Or‘ m,l}u‘ﬂ returns showing whether

designed and built for its present purpose, or is in buildi:zrs \»}“‘ }Gthet the building has been

purpose. gS which hﬂ\'g been adui)ted for the
55. Statement ITI-A. should show ¢nly the ma

strictly in accordance with the list of surgical operations

1885; the operaticns by Medical officers should be

subordinates and their results shown separately.

56. All fevers, other than malarial,
general diseases.”

dhe teturned. ¢ QOther classes ”?

jor :

goma?g(:laitlo&& E}Dd should he propared

distinguj }? e Nomenclature of Discasesy
guished from those performed by

should b in &
¢ entered ip Ptatement IT1 under ©all other
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57. Statistics of all branch dispensaries should be shown separately and not included with
the main.

58. Finance.—As the income of hospitals and dispensaries is exactly what is required to
meet the expenses, and any surplus of the annual allotment that may then remain lapses at the
close of the year, the financial statements should continue to show no opening or closing balance.

59 Any increase or decrease in the funded capital should be fully explained in the report
made under para. 46.

60. Amount shown as realized by sale of securities or withdrawal of deposits, in Statement
V, and that as invested, in Statement V, Part I, should tally with the amounts under these
headings, in Statement V, Part IL

61. Any special allowance given by Government should in each case be explained in a

footnote in Statement V.

62. Only contributions for a specific purpose, ‘whether permanently or specially allotted for
the year, will be treated as and shown under speeial allowances 10 Statement V; the authority
sanctioning the grant being given 1D each case 1n a footnote.

63. The letter L., M. or P. should be added to the entries in column 2, of Statement V to
indicate whether the dispensaries are maintained from Local, Municipal or Private funds.

64. The years in which the institutions were opened should invariably be noted in State-

ment V.
65. The nature of the pecuniary assistance given by the State to certain hospitals and

dispensaries, whether the assistance is given in the shape of fixed annual grant, or ina_definite
proportion to the voluntary subscriptions coll(_acted from the public, or for a specific object, e.g.
buildings, furniture, &e., should be explained in a footnote Statement V, quoting, the authority.

66. The various rates of charge allowancess anctioned for the several hospitals and dispen-

saries, should also be speciﬁed in footnotes, quoting the authority. .
67. All cases in which more than the eighth part of the pay of the Medical subordinate in
charge is borne by Government should be shown, 1n 8 footnote quoting the authority.

; ial statements of hospitals and dispensaries, all _variations in the estab-
lishegzrgsosgznﬁ;&néloaversninent contributions towards the pay of Medical subordinates should

be explained, in a footnote quoting the authority.

b})g The’ ayv of Hospital clerks, Stewards, Matrons and Nurses should be shown under
“ Menial Esmgli}s]hment »in the form of financial statement now in use.

- t V, the number of patients and the daily average strength or
70 At the foot of StaterEr u1d be noted in red ink, explaining fully any inerease or

those dieted at their own expense sho ! .
decrease as compared with the previous years in the amox.mt of 1"e00ver1.es from them. .
tal necessaries and hospital miscellanies should be shown in

71 The outlay on ho;plt 1, and not included under bazaar medicines in column 40.

column 4¢ of Statement V, I'ar : :
umn 4e of Statemen to Statement V, Part T, column ( /), showing how much has

72. T t . : phl
been ‘s?).er;lthg;erzl’:)?:ilrl’g ]i)l?)v% ir:?l?l?kllooil now buildings, with an enumeration of what new buildings

have b d during the year. o . )
e Ot chon cry the cost per patient of working the institution will be submitted

73. A statement show'ne great variation in the cost of any item, as compared with the

1 1vi 1 V, an . .
;r; e(ill\gl(l3 gi?llecatlh gngI)I;ece dingy years, should be specially noted in a footnote.
74 The yout of buildings ased as hospitals and dispensaries should be shown under
. The g

il Lspe
i « huildings or repairs.
“ Miscellaneous charges”” and not under g pairs.’ )
=5. Details of miscellancous receipts under income and miscellaneous charges under expen-
. Details o s

di S i in o footnote.
1tur;% bh;;ld bet ilfvj:g?slters and forms supplied at Grovernment cost, should be shown in column
. The cos

me)- . . .

3b 01‘7?1:&'\0;?23: Yhéf:j;e s)pecial wards Hor paying pa’mentz,ltb? cosfl'; Otf S{)ecla}r‘ﬁl_l‘d zrdmary
diets for Europeans and Natives, should be showg s;psatra;;n };,nzn Y? Pc;)rtnf e. is should be
given independently of the average cost I column 6 of Sta ’ .

_ S . . oular No. 23 of 15th November 1892 with a view
¢ 78. Attention 18 qlrecgﬁez) Egls(,%ﬁgz (fJ;;xCxl the authorities concerned all the information
0 necessary steps being ¢ the financial statement which must be completed and submitted
required for the preparation 0 £ the year to which the return relates.

i the close 0 .
to 'ch;s9 oﬁZze soo?ff}t)f:)k :hf)ul d be kept in which notes of all facts bearing on the financial
. A specia

- t .
statements should be 5Pt ¥P found not to be up to date on receiving over charge of an

insﬁfgiofa“&;&ifﬁfﬁfﬁ??ﬁﬁf to the Surgeon-General by the Medical officer taking over

charge.
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81. These registers and forms can be had on requisiticn from the Principal Medical Store-
keeper without payment. Their cost for embodiment in Statement ¥ can be ascertained from
the Principal Medical Storekeeper.

82. The statements and reports for 1894 should be submitted, as far as possible, in accord-
ance with the above rules,

Each District Medical and Sanitary Officer should note in the annual admisnistration report
submitted by him, the names and length of service of each midwife in his district with the work
done and the place where she received her training.

(By Order.)

H. THOMSON, Surgeon=Captain,
Secretary, Surgeon-General
with the Government of Madras.
Office of Surgeon-General

with the Government of Madras,
Madras, 2nd October 1894,
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