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7 Use of Vernacular terms. -

S Gdtﬁihﬁhicating .td'v(‘lepaftméntS‘ of tho.Secre-

-tariat and to all heads of departments under the |
- Chief-Secretary: letter from the Government of -
" "India requesting that the'— in official éorrespond- -
. * ence intended to. go beyond the Local Govern-
.7 ment first concerned - may -be. avoided as far as
* - possible, and that the same ‘restriction ‘may be
- pxtended . to  all official correspondence "in the
. Presidency. LT - : ‘
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,
PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the fq_llbwi'ng paper :—

From J. P. HEWETT, Esq., d.I.E., Officiating Seeretaryito'»th.e_ Government of
- India (Home Department—Public), to the Chief Secretary to the Govern-
ment of Madras, dated Calcutta, the 7th February 1895, No. 2 Public—131.

. Inthe Circular letter from this department, No. 70—3943-52 of the 31st Decem-
ber 1873, the Governmerit of India drew attention to the instructions of the late .
Honorable Court of Directors regarding the use of vernacular terms in official corre-

. spondénce, and requested that such terms should be employed as sparingly as possible,

~ the meaning to be conveyed, this should be done.

especially in papers which were intended to go beyond the Local Government first
~ concerned. Again, in the extraet circulated with resolution No: 2—81-95 of 31st
January 1881, the Secretary of State drew attention to the inconvenience attending
the use of vernacular terms in reports or official correspondence sent home to the
- India Office, and directed-that, whenever it was considered desirable to make use of
them, their English equivalents should also be given. : '

2. It appears to the Government of India that these instructions have in some
. measure been lost sight of owing to lapse of time. Tetters and reports which come
before the Governor-General in Council, and especially those dealing with revenue
“matters, are not infrequently almost unintelligible to persons.unacquainted with the
Province from which they are received, owing to the number of vernacular terms with
which their pages are laden. . :

A 3. I am therefore to requést that the use of such terms may be avoided as far
-as possible. It is sometimes necessary to employ vernacular words for which there
exists no English equivalent; and the precisé meaning of which can be conveyed in

- English, if at all, only by a long periphrasis. But wherever -it is possible fo use an
English word which expresses, with sufficient acciiracy for the immediate purpose,

4. In the orders.of 1878 referred -to above, it was stated that they were “ not

“meant to govern necessarily the style of correspondence carried on between a Local
Government and the officers subordinate to it, but were applicable mainly to writings
intended to go beyond one Local Government.” . It is, however, difficult fo distinguish
between papers.that may go beyond the Local Government .and those that will not ;

- and even those that do not, must be reproduced in Proceedings which are always .
examined by the Government of India. ~ Moreover, officers can hardly be expected to
cultivate two_ distinct official styles, to be used respectively in the two classes of
papers. The Government of India hope, therefore, that if His Excellency the Gov- -

.ernor in Council sees no objection to so doing, he will extend these instructions to all -

Jofficial correspondence in the Madras Presidency. = . . o
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| ORDER-—-dated 20th February 1895, No. 128, Public.

. Communicated to departments of the Secretariat and to all heads of deIJertmentsx~"t :
under the Chief Secretary for gmdance, in contmuatlon of G.0., d'xted l7th J anuary
1874, No. 43, Public. ) )

2. Attention is specially directed to pamoraph 4 of the letter

"(True Extract.)

'J.'F. PRICE, |
" Chief Secretary.-

To the Revenue Department

”

the Military Department.

:: the Local aud Municipal Department. . T e ot .
,, 81l Heads of departments under the Chief Secretary o SR e LS

Exd. T. K. Narayana Iyengar. ‘ L - - _ o : e
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} go beyond the Local‘{Government first concerned. Again, in the extract cir- el el

‘. Qtyterdrew attention to the inconvenience attending the use of vernacular terms Py
in reports Qr»ofﬁnial éqyreqpondence‘ sent home to the India Office, and directed
. ‘that, whenevér:it-was-considered desirable to make use of them, their English- B
T equivalents should also be given. = | ' } R
.. 9. Tt appears to the Government of India that these instructions have in
N . < some measure been lost sight of owing to lapse of time. Letters and-reports.
- el . +which come before the Governor General in Council, and especially those,
W -7 dealing with revenue matters, are not infrequently almost unintelligible. to.
*~ persons unacquainted with the Province from which, they are received, owing: - -
i %o the number of vernacular terms with which their pages are laden. " -
© .7.3..I am, therefore, to request that the use of such terms may be avoided
. ., as far as possible. It is sometimes necessary to employ vernacular words for
*+ which there exists no English equivalent; and the precise meaning of which can
be conveyed in English, if at all, only by a long periphrasis. But wherever it
S L i a -~ is possible to use an English word which expresses, with sufficient accuracy for
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49 Tocal Government, and ‘the officers subordinate to it, but were applicable '
“mainly to writings.infended to go beyond one Local Government.”” Itis, - '
:however, difficult to distinguish between papers that may go beyond the Local
" ‘Govérnment -and those that will not; and even those' ‘that do not, must be.
reproduced in Proceedings which are always examined by the.Government of ) 5
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DEPARTMENT.

List showi ng the (hstrlbutmn of the Proceedings of Government

dated 2o 17‘5/%“/7 /895" No. / 258

. Revenue Department e .. 74
. Public Works Department .. .. .. Ry

. Military Department . . - : f—
' '.Local and Mumclpal Department .. .. .. ¢5/ e VW P

( Honorable the Chief Justice with C.L .. .3/
Inspector-General of Police - .. .. 30 M
- Do. . of Prisons e .- . Jo , Wff
, ‘Do. - . .of Registration ..... ..  ..2$ Z//—
. |'Chief Pre51denoy ‘Magistrate e . .3
E Commissioner of Police - ' .. . 3
‘'S¢ Judges of the Madras Court of Small Causes .. . 3
. 8 | Advocate-General .7
= | Government Solicitor ./
‘Administrator-General S .
Sheriff of Madras VA -
Government Pleader . .. .7
L Registrar of Joint Stock Oompames ./
Surgeon-General . [
Meteorological Reporter ./
President, Board of Examiners eey
Private Seeretary to the Right Honorable the Governor, . (
Government Astronomer . ey
‘| Superintendent, Government Central Museum eet
Chemical Examiner .y
& | Superintendent of Statlonery Ry
= y ‘Protector. of Emigrants .. et
~ & | Superintendent, Government Press .. ./
™ | Tamil* Translator to Government Ny
| Telugu' do. to do. ot
Malayalum do..  to do. .
Canarese  do. to do. A
g ' : ' - | Hindustani . do. = to do. .. -
L ‘ British Consular Agent; Pondicherry .t
o B ; Superintendent, Archweological Survey VAR
UGovernment Epigraphist ) A
-~ (Resident in "I'ravancore and Cochin .. ; / '
| Paymaster, Carnatic Stipends “/
3 | Political Agent, Pudukota - - N
£< Do. Sandur - ... . o/
3 - Do. Banganapalli =~ .. a
& | Government Agent, Tunjore . ? ,

Special Agent, South Arcot

) _

é The Right Reverend the Blshop of Madms\'. Lo .. 3

= >Venerable Archdeacon of Madras = .. I 2
2 | Senior Chaplain of the Church of Scotland .. . /
RJ

Z ( Presidency Port Officer .. =~ .. R /74
< | Chairman, Harbour Trust Board .. ., e/ )
=/ oy | |
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2 - >Accountant-Geneml b e i o
) Commlssmner of Paper Currenoy . S el
=)
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N
2 | Director of Public Instruchon e .. ’5._‘, ‘
E Commissioner for Govemment Exammatmns e L aa
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g | . ' A fmtapur o e
AN oL : rth -Arcot (Chlttoor) ..

Canara (M'angalore) .. ,

Coimbatore ‘e o
Cuddaypah - , .o
Ganja (Chahapur) .
. ‘ .| Gédavayi (Cocanada) ..
Tre Districy Macistrare or { Kistna: Masuhpatam) o
s : - . [ Kurnool . Co
Madura oe
Malabar Cahem:) e

Nellore . e -
Salem .. o T
Tanjore el
Tinnevelly o -
Trichinopoly ~ .. .
\Vizagapatam\ = ..

"Bellary .. ve
South Canara ( angalore)
‘Chingleput ..
|- Coimbatore"
Cuddapah - o
Ganjaw (Berhamppre) v
Gddavari (Rajahm ndry)
: : , .. -] Kistna (Masulipata .o
Districr anD Sessions,JUDGE < Kurnool . e
or . o R Madura - o .;'

.| North Malabar (Telhc erry)
-South Malabar (Cahcu

| Trichinopoly = ..
'LVlzagapatam e ..

o

<

| Nellore = - .~ e
.| Nilgiris (Ootacumund) oy
.| Salem .. .. s ool

Tanjore (Tanj ore) .o
‘Tinnevelly (Palamcottah) v
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