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- ’ aa Deceuser 1894, No. »', PusLic,
t \ L
Ny
Ve
y ~ GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—-the following paper :—

From the Hon’ble Mr. C. 8. CROLE, President of the Council of the Vietoria
Technical Institute, Madras, to the Chief Secretary to G«)vernment, dated
29th November 1894, No. 116.

In accordance with G.0., dated 16th August 1894, No. 597, T have the honour to
state that the report of the Committee which was printed with that order hag been
placed before the Courcil of the Techuical Institute, with the following result ;-

2. The building in the Pantheon Road, tke foundation stone of which was laid b
Lord Connemara on the 22nd March 1890, was intended to commemorate the J ubilee
of the Queen-Empress. The foundation stonc sets forth that it was designed for the
Connemara Free Library and Victoria Technical Tnstitute. As far as the latter is
concerned, this design was confirmed in G.0., dated th May 1590, No, 813 ( Bduca-
tional). In its report on the operations of that year (paragraph 3 ef seq.) the Couneil
distinetly referred to the necossity_ for awaiting the completion of the building before
eutering on or devising any organised scheme of operations. As a temporary mea-
| sure, it determined to restrict those to the grint of scholarships for training teachers
\ of stipends to students at various schools, and so on. This limited the field of Worlé
and the reason which continued to impose the necessity for it on the Council namely
the want of a building, has been brought to nstice from time to time in the interval
which has elapsed since 1890. But when the Council saw a prospect of utilisin",
the building, owing to its approaching completion in May last, it los 8
iu asking the sanction of Government for permission to oceupy it,

R L X e SR —— f \ 3. The Government then summoned a Coxrnmittgae, wbich sat at OOtacamund, and
. -\ N )ea b VS 9 which, without any commuunieation with the Couneil, proposed the virtual exclusion
acsudpuad Yoy o ~ : of the Institute from the bmlc.hng for which it haal bgeu walting all these years, To
; ‘ . ‘ . the great regret of the Council, the Government, in its order under reply, appears to
AN share the idea of the Committee that the circumstances of the Institute have entil-ei
changed, and that it does not occupy the stromg position in leading the developmgn{
of technical education which was anticipated in 1890.

4. The resums of the history of the Institute, which has been given above shows
that it has never yet had a chance of demonstuting eiiber success or tailure aild tha;
& the Council has been awaiting the completion «f suitable buildings before cor’nmeneinrr

regular work. This attitude was supposed to have had the approval of Goverlrnnen'c.t>

5. The history of technical education in cther countries has led the Couneil, from ,

the very commencement of its qxisten.ce, to be exceedingly chary of launchin;; any Y
‘ ambitious programme of operations. The vastness and complexity of the subiect B
e % % % % %% ¥ which is still in an inchoate state even in England, is only equalled by its admittedly 4
r? , vital importance to any country which is mot prepared to drop out of the race }

for prosperity. It was felt that the necessity for organised effort was still greater in b
India than in European countries, owing to tle injurious effect on indigenous indus- ‘
tries which has been caused by European competition and machinery, and the
dormant condition of all industrial and manufacturing enterprise in India. At the
same time, it was recognised that the peculiar circumstances of the country demanded
extreme caution and circumspection in claborating any plan of operations. The
Council had, however, hoped to surmount the difficulties which surrouuded the
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subject, ang : sgrinni ;

the']pul;licndurtol Itml(;‘e a beginning on lines so sound as to justify them in appealing to

which would ‘ (()i "”l)l"ernmant also, for aid in view to the dovelopment of a schemo

education i g\f{i.l lm y bjce‘ome adequate for the solution of the problem of technical

words uttermlkb;(ttﬁi'ﬁ 'lthlz) pol‘x;:y was cloarly adumbrated in the following Wise
N Te ¢ first President of the ¢ il, SI il chins, ou the ove

of his departure from the Presidency :— pavell,Sir Fhilip futehins oF

“ I Sh 1 ¢ 3 H ,
spenkers kL a(;:l;iai‘likb (E}O give you a final pieos of advico, althongh it is a thing which several
the Committee and th rg‘t ends and developmonts have slow a1d small beginnings. [ trust that
the outset, and thor o ;ouu_cll will bo content with tentative work of the humblest character at
: ’ hat the public will leave to them the development, and not hurry or urge them

1 this grand i A ;
lent e—-égtep bya':i{??}}“tmw undertaking. May the motto of the Technical Institute be Festoua

6. S. T : . 1 i
I‘espeetfﬂllr Henry Sto}es, the next President, carried out the same policy. It 18
ciroumst, y \lrged on Government, therefore, that there has really been no change of

1 ances since 1890, and that the suggested charge of failure can in any case hardly

1¢, seeing that the Tusti . - : 1
mapped et for it.( Institute has not yet had any opportuuity ot commencing the work

r] o .
Zile[r};(;) (S‘gl;rt}cilhhm‘ls 1ts_elf utterly unprepared to accept the 1 osition assig{led t‘;
the superinton fon e.f(,onlllml.ttee. It cannot agree to abdicate its proper function Os
that does, tl';e elalfn:)t tec {:l?cu.i.educatmn of) ail kmd.s for both sexes, embrac;llg’ rai-
cultural knowledee - 3'1351““-/ 1on of the Polytechnic College, the spread 0 aﬁg 1d
of teaching'su(.]’ Ctt(} , especially iu the way of farm schools, as well as the humbler ie
20t its Qotion 1 ulng@ as hygiene, dresi-making and domestie economy. In point 13
donce i Crtolltﬁ it to \)c(:umc‘ anuloﬁ’ous. to those assumed, for exqmple, by tt.e
cular directi«;x thnpurt m_(\,ut of South ensington. It is hard to say 10 what par}‘ ‘1;}
there sy )‘r: he operations of the Imstitute may first expand, but it is certam ¢ L
writing shgrt-sl:ntia distinet demand among native youths for instruetion 101 t‘)p?-
sion of e b ;Mll( + drawing, modelling and elementary surveying while the Pl’fowe
20 i ore homely teaching indicated above is a crying want among the larg
creasing class of Eurasian women.

to deﬁi‘igzn?hcr % ny sound view of the proper scope of technical cdueation, the proposal
dution o i e ustitute .of the building designed for its cluss-rooms and the a.Ccomm.O'
concentic 1s separate Library and Museum, appears to be founded on a radical mlts-
the Idxgst')tn t( 0 the part of the Committep. The other recommendation to amalgamate
futs }llu e with the existing School of Arts, on the ground that ¢the two insti-

tons have, to all intents and purposes, the same object,” is the statement of a hal

truth, which, if gee ' . P , ic
Instit’ute.m 1, If aceepted, would entirely vitiate the broad purpose of a Techuit

it in

alono& 'IEEG Council is ready to take over the School of Arts, provided it comes to llilz
to o With its present annual grant, and the Council is persuaded that it can do mue
th tntlt)xmw'e and develop tho school, but it is unable, for a single moxment, to agree

}a' ¢ field of duty belonging to a Tedhnical Institute coincides with any curriculum
Which could be devised for a single Scheol of Arts and Industries.

; 10. 1t may be added that all operasions involving the noise and dirt ms_eparable
from the usual work of trade schools would be excluded from the teaching imparte

1 the buildings on the Pantheon Road. In this view, the acquisition of the p resent
School of Arts premises would be of distinet service to the Institute at the cor.nmenc}?‘
ment, while the collection illustrating Indian Art would fitly be moved 11(11t,0 : 3
museum of the [ustitute and thus liberate space in the school W.hwh > ould b:; tw%}f‘s
to the uew classes. The recommendations made by the (Committee in vegard (0 tal

collection are faulty, and ought not to be adopted.

11. The Council, furthermore, does not see its way to consenting to its Library

1 ’ i t of the Central Museum.
and Museum passing under the control of tho Superm_tzlﬁf(ﬁ 0(;' the Institute itself, if

These departments must remain under the immediate ¢ the

eﬁicieneypund usefulness be the aim. But there can be no Obtj,ecuﬁnlio (3) :hzhgi::
being occasionally granted out for the uses speclﬁ?d "’g’ ﬁrabtl';:dpenched upon,
mittee’s report, provided the requirements of the Institute be not tr pon.

¢

3

12. The Council is deeply conscious of the smallness of its present income, but it
has refrained from making any appeal for further funds until the completion’of the
new buildings bad placed it in a position to engage in practical work and come
before Government and the public with a definite programme of operations. The
severest economy 1is, however, being enforced, and it may be mentioned that the
Seeretary, Mr. Duchesne, has relinquished, from 1st January 1895, all claim to salary
}mtil the financial condition improves. This adds Rs. 1,200 per annum to the available
income.

13. In the light of the above remarks, the Council trusts that Government will
be enabled to understand the repugnance of the Council to abdicate the position
assigned to the Institute by the Government of 1890, On the contrary, it looks to
Government to support it in carrying out a determinate and vigorous policy in regard
to a branch of education on the success of which it believes that it is no exaggeration
to assert that the future financial and commercial prosperity of the Presidency depends
There is no room, in its opinion, for half-measures in dealing with this all importani;
matter. It would most respectfully urge that it should, at least, be left in the power
of no one to assert hereafter that Government and the Council of the Technical
Institute failed because they would not try.
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