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fhs ﬁxc;ELLENCY - ; ;
THE Frc‘m‘ j"}ONORABLE .

Beisy Lorp WENLOCK ecrE
Governor of Madras:

&c. &e. &e.,

The humble Petition of

That with reference to G. O., No. 302 dated 4th May 1892 in the
Public Department removing your Excellency’s Petitioner from the Public service,
after having toiled for a period of more than 17 years, he begs leave most respect-
fully to bring the following facts to your Excellency’s generous and favourable

justice of perusing this his petition and deal with your Petitioner with justice and
mercy.

2. That your Pétitioner was entertained in the Publie Service in May

~ ceipt of a salary of Rs. 88 per mensem and was a Clerk in the III class 1st grade
. salary Rs, 80—100. '

S ey

‘ 3. That in November 1878, while Petitioner was with the Government
at Ootacamund his wife died suddenly at Madras after confinement, and owing . to
sickness and various other causes your Petitioner was involved in  pecuniary
difficulties and managed to avoid attachments against his salary till 1881, when his
salary was attached, In November 1886 he applied for the benefit of the Insolvent
Act-and was suspended from office and only granbted a subsistence allowance of
Rs 15 per mensem, one-fourth of his pay, and he did not draw his full salary till July

months, having a large famjly to support and to meet the expenses of his second
wife’s confinement in February 1887, it was impossible for him to live without bor-

Rs. 6 from the subsistence allowance of Rs. 15 peremonth.
4. That theso debts your Petitioner managed to pay till 1889 and in that

. SamveL TurNeuLL RoBERTS,
late a QZerk in the Public Works
Secretariat, Madras.. _—
- MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY. <

consideration with the earnest hope, that your Excellency will do petitioner the

1875, on a salary of Rs. 30 per mensem in the P. W. Secretariat, and on
the date of his removal from the service on the 7th May 1892 was onre- -

1887, the consequence was, that during the period of his suspension, nearly seven:

rowing, as he had none to help him, and had only Rs. 9 left after paying house rent

year;while he was at Ootacamund with the Government, his wife and 2 of his children -




2 "
hevs oot e . «t they were laid up in St, Bartholomew’s Hospital for
BOT o resnver oo Hptle, ti2y were sent down to Madras, but after coming
hore e w el g for sarne e and your Petitioner was in counsequence pub
toconcerabi caniose, 1 March 1890 his salary was attached so that he was left
Wivn ' s motey of bs pay viz Rs. 42. Your Petitioner was financially crippled
an ©i us streilcied circamstances  he had to meet from the moiety of his

pay. s tousehold ~xpenses  &e,, and pay the demands of creditors’ who were
Univ.. Ly fu attach bis pay,—the only source opened to meet these was by borrow-
ing irow one und paying the other. In addition to these difficulties, during
the cholera epidemic of 1890, 4 of his children were laid up on the }st Septem-
ber within 3 or 4 hours of each other and after their recovery from this
dreadful sickness they were ill with dysentry &c., for a short time—all thesg
circumstances which were quite unexpected and unforeseen—put your Petitioner
to great difficulties and he had no other alternative left but either to see his
wife and children lying at death’s door or to borrow at exorbitant interest
from Soucars to meet the expenses and place himself at their mercy—your Peti-
tioner’s debts thereby increased solely by exorbitant interest which your Petitioner
was compelled to give tl.l‘e creditors to keep them off from harrassing him, as other-
wise he would have been pPlacedin great difficulties. Of the fotal amount of his
debts about 2000 and odd, he actually got only about one-third and of this he has
paid by attachments more than Rs. 700.

6. In October 1890, the then Deputy Chief Engineer, Major Baddeley
R.E, directed your Petitioner to submit a schedule of his debts in aceordance with
@&. 0,, Public Department No, 184 of 8rd July 1488, and on his doing so, Major
Baddeley sent for him and made persorial inquiries into the circumstances which
led him to these difficulties, and on obtaining his explanation, with which he was

satisfied, as will be seen from the followng, Major Baddeley who clearly understood

Memo, No. 4001 G dated 7th October 13
another clerk’s Col, Pennycuick states” * * & «

““ retain the posts they now occupy as they are ca

I % . * * .

“ Mr. Roberts’ Actual service from Ist May 1875
Pensionable service from 1st May 1875

6. That your Petitioner earnestly begs your Excellency will kindly take
into consideration the generoug view both of Major Baddeley and Col, Penayouiek
of your Petitioner's case after a personal inquiry by the former officer and the véry
strong recommendation made on behalf of your Petitioner—to e permitted to seek

i e S

v (8
v 2

the bew i wf tho Insolvent Asy vrithout being suspended—to retain }n's‘ post 1n the

offic:.
7. The Government in their order in ‘the Publc Department on ‘the

above memo., permitted your Petitioner to %ontinue in s6rvice another yéar, after

-which a report was to be submitted of his 'jﬁdebtednes‘s and declining to grant the

request of the Chief Engineer, to permit him to obtain the bencfit of the Insolvent
Actwithont being suspended—the rule then in force being that applicants to the
Insc!. oot Court for velief should be suspended,

8. About the middle «f 1891 an order was passed by Government om.-
powering heads of departments to deal with sudh applicants as to the matter of
suspensien—On this order being issued your Petitioner obtained the permission of
both the Deputy Chief Epgineer and the Chief Engineer to continue in his post on
his applying for the benefit of the Insolvent Act—your Petitioner applied for the
same and obtained his discharge on the 28th of March last and was ordered by tye
Court to pay Rs. 15 a month towards his debs, ‘

9. That from the above your Excellency will form an opinion that it was not
through extravagance or any misconduct on the part of your petitioner, but from
circumstances over which your Petitioner had ho control, he got into difficulties and
that he was compelled to obtain the benefit of the Insolvent Act to retain his post, and
that if he did not choose to borrow at the only rates that could be got by ome
already involved; your Petitioner had only one other course left and that was to see
his dear ones left to chance for their maintenance and for their recovery during the
dangerous sicknesses they were attacked with.

10 That your Petitioner was not guilty of fraud or any Criminal offence,
nior was he found incompetent to perform his duties that he should have merited the
severe puttishment of dismissal, after spending the best part of his life and strength
(he is now 48 years of age) in the Public service for mors than 17 yedrs, but he
siteply hdd the misfortune of being in debt on actount of citcumstarices over Which
he bad no control and further his indebtedness did not interfere with the dus per-
formancé®of his duties.

On the appoititment of Colonel J. Shaw-Stewart R. E. Coﬁéﬁitihg’

Engineer for Railways, a8 Joint Secretary to Government Railway Secretariat; your
. Petitioner was the only Olerk deputed to do the clerical work of the Railway Branch

Secretariat, under the immedigts orders of Colonel Shaw-Stewart, the téstimdﬁy
borne by this officer, which your Petitioner begs to quote below, will speak for itself
as to how your Petitioner conductéd his gatios.

“I have every reason to be satisfied with the mode in which Mr. Roberts hag

“ carried on the business of the Railway Branch Secretariat and should
“ gladly see his pay increased”.

11. That your Excellency’s Petitioner encouraged by the Head.'of the

Deptt. being satisfied with his explanation and feeling sure, that he would not he -

removed from the service—and then only did he file his papers in the Insolvent
Court, Had he expected that he would have been thrown out of the service, or the
slightest hint given to him of this, he would have made other arrangements and not
sought the benefit of the Insolvent Aot. ;

: B
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- reinstate Trsolvents in their appointments o .
- solvent act’several times—The following ar~ «.sis of the cases,

4 :  J

» 12. Further your Petitioner begs to point out another great hardship
that has been visited on him—your Petitioner applied to the Chief Secretary Public
Department on the 21st May last regarding his re-employment and in reply receiv-
ed the enclosed order, stating that he i ineligible for re-employment in the Public
service—your Excellency will see from:this, that besides the loss of employment,
after more than 17 years service, he is naw shut out and prevented from getting any
employment, and is thus it may be said sgntenced to starvation and death,

’ %
. 18, Thatthe Government have begn vhsrad ja o darg e-uumber of cares to .
‘hey obtained the benefit of the In.

‘ Ramakristna Moodly. Clerk, Presidenay Port Office,
Srinivasa Moodly. Clerk, Presidency Port Office.
Cundasawmy Moodaliar. Cashier, Sanitary Commissioners Office.
Aroomoogum Moodly. Clerk, Military Secretariat.
Mr. Paul. Clerk, Mifitary Secretariat.
Mr. Stubbs. Clerk, Military Secretariat.
Cunnoo Pillay, Clerk, Revenue Secretariat.
Thamotheram Pillay. Clerk, Revenue Se¢cretariat.

. | _ .

These men were reistated for the second, third and fourth time whereas
your Petitioner-obtained the benefit of the Insolvent Act a second time only, and
the inevitable causé of this,was his long sugpension, when he sought the benefit the
firgt time, and he was not holding a position of trust or responsibility nor was he in
charge of money, to disentitle him to hold the: past he was occupying.

" 14, Your humble Petitioner has a Wife‘and lo.éh.ildren the eldest 20

“years and thie yolifigsst 6 inonths old ananis aged Tather abid ¥ sistors widows de.

pendent on him—LIf his case be taken into your Excellencys favourable considera-
tion and he be reinstated in his appointment it will be the means of bringing him
and his large family forward in the world otherwise a deplorable, sad and a most
distressing state pwaits them. It is with a bleeding heart that your Petitioner begs
to approach your Excellency with this appeal, and being emboldened by your
Excellency’s kindness and sympathy, to those over whom your Excellancy was
elected to rule, it is with the greatest hope and confidence, that your Petitioner begs
to submit his very hard case, for your Excellency’s favourable consideration, and to

- beg for his reinstatement in the Public service from the date of his removal from

the same, and for which act of mercy, may the Lord bless your Excellency’s reign,
with prosperity and happiness to yourself, and to your Excellency’s subjects.

- 15. 1 regret that owing to a severe relapse of the influenza with which
your Petitioner was laid up he was uuable to submit this appeal earlier.

: Q""V

Wirs THE GREATEST RESPRCT
' ‘ H

: Yowe HUMBLE PETITIONER AS IN DUTY BOUND SHALL EVER PRAY.
i
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