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Offg. Secretary to the Government of India,

| To
R \
) - THE CHIEF SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT

Curnest No.

OoF MADRAS.,
n ' N . ' ' ’ -

Dept. of Rev. & Agri.
o Meteorological.

Simla, the 25th September 1804.
| . ’ SIR,

| ‘ | o b . . B N N w IN continuation of the corresponden. e ending with the letters from this
SxATAMRNT WITH LITTO. - / Sy ' e ‘ B ’4‘# nt No. 1644, dated 25th May 1893, [ am directed to address you in

: , . . S | S regard to the prop 'sed transfer to Go

vernment of the Jugga Rao Observatory at
| Vizagapatam. :

Departme

'

. i ".ELNMEN'I'“A_
QuprR, KO, oF 1oV

2. In the letter quoted above, it was stated that the Government of India
intended to defer action in the matter until they learned the result of the suit N ct‘

instituted by Mrs. Nursing Rao against her son for confirmation of the deed trans-
ferring the trust of the Observatory to the Government of India.

BN '
. .,
/.' . .

The decision of W

- the High Court, Madras, on appeal from the decision of the Subordinate ]udge’&i I ey

L | h / o of Vizagapatam in that suit, was to the effect that Mrs. Nursing Rao has no l Y2

) e I '{ C I locgs standi in the uatter. and that the Government of India is’ the only party 7’“” AA.

PaApRUS Ri:;:t«:r:'«‘:.\.?‘(ns pon rmsx»mu’tvm oRr ‘. } ‘ ‘ : - Wthh could now take actior.-orr the dEEd in question. W al Afm:.t

- . } | - o s / 3. That deed was executed jointly by Mrs. Nursing Rao and her son, and it <
) I s x‘ N , ‘ transferred to the Government of India the legal interest 1

>d n the Jugga Rao Obser-
vatory with its endowment of three lakhs »f rupees, Subsequently to its execuy-
tion, the son desired to revoke his consent to the tra

3 nsfer, urging that he had

given it under compulsion. There is no dubt that Mr. A. V. Jugga Rao exe-

cuted the deed, and further that on the . jime day he wrote a letter to the

! District Registrar, requesting him to come{'md register the said deed. The deed

B ‘ was registered on the 16th May 1892, ancl}he theory of coercion or undue infly-
‘ ence was not started until December 18g4
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There appears therefore to be but
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small chance of the son’s succeeding in get

ting the deed set aside and, in any case,
Mrs. Nursing Rao has given ample guarantee against any pecuniary liability that
| . | | might result from any such proceedings on his part.
B l ) , ‘ . \
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4. Mr. Nursing Rao’s death has rendered it impossible that there should
be other sons to share the heirship, but it has been suggested that in case of the
son Jugga Rao's death during his mother’s lifetime the next heir might avoid

.the transfer.  If, however, the original founder’s will was sufficient to create this
" trust, as the Advocate General of Madras advised in January 1891, the property

was his absolutely, and his daughter is only fulfilling her duty in changing the
implied trust into an express one.  The possibility of a Court of law deciding
that the trust was never duly establisi ! has not been overlooked ; but a decision
to that effect seems unlikely. Moreovdr, it scems cqually unlikely either that
the son Jugga Rao should die during his mother's lifetime, or, if that should
happen, that the next heir would think it worth his while to embark on litigation
against the Government on the chance of having the declaration of the trust
declared invalid. The probability that these threc contingencies will occur in
conjunction is so remote that the Government of India are prepared to disregard
th: nsk. '

5. Another objection that has been brought forward against the acceptance
of the trust is that in the cvent of the son succeeding in getting the deed of
transfer sct aside, he may refuse to take over the Observatory, the Government
being thus saddled with it, without the means of maintaining it.  This objection
does not appear to be sound. The transfer 1s either good or bad; ii good, it
secures the endowment ; if bad, the Observatory as well as the endowment will be
recovered.

6. The management of the Observatory by the Government is likely to be
of great public advantage, and the risks involved in accepting the transfer, which
have been discussed above, do not appear so great as to preclude its acceptance.
The matter is by no means {ree {rom d'fficulties ; but it has received the careful
consideration of the Government of India, and I am to inform you that they
have finally decided that the trust should be accepted. The necessary steps
for giving effect to the transfer will be raken by the Meteorological Reporter to
the Government of India in communication with the Solicitor to Government and
Mrs. Nursing Rao’s agents. A schemc will be drawn up for the administration
of the property, and the endowment wili be vested in the Treasurer of Charitable
Endowments for the Madras Presidency under the provisions of the Charitable
Endowments Act, VI of 18go.

I have the honour to be,

SIir

)

Your most obedient Servant,

O] 7. Secretary to the Government of India,

To

Dated Simla, the 25th September 1894.

File No. 13.
Serial No. 1I.

1894.
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE.

METEOROLOGICAL.

CRETARY T0 THE GOVERNMENT
Tue CHIEF SE N ADRAS.

99 ",\’: SFCD;E“»\ ‘

SUBJEC™.

Acceptance by the Government of the trust of the Jugga Rao Observatory at Vizaga-
L

patam.

G. C. Press, Simla, «No, 788 !} & A, D,—26-g-34.=82.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following papers :—
G.0., dated 21st March 1892, Nos. 187-8, Public.

Auvstracr.—Directing that copies of correspondence regarding the Jaga Rao Observatory at
Vizagapatam be forwa_rded to the Government of Tpdia with refererce %o the request thaiyt}::e
Madras Government will assume charge of the observatory under Act VI of 1890,

——

G.0., dated 22nd September 1892, Nos. 368-9, Public.

Apstract.—Forwarding to the Government of India further opinion 6f the Advocate-
General regarding the transfer of the Jaga Rao Obsewatory to the Madras Government \ai‘c}(]3 tlfe
intimation that His Excellency the Governor in' Couneil continues of opinion that the trust
should not be accepted.

——— —

G.0., dated Tth June 1893, No. 444, Pullic.

Anstract.—Communicating to the Collector of Vizagapatam, Yor intimation to Mrs,
Narsing Rao, letter from the Government of India siating that it has been decided not to take
any actign regarding the transfer of the Jaga Rao Cbservatory pending the result of the suit
instituted.

Reap—also the following paper : —

From DENZIL IBBETSON, Esq., C.S, Officiating Secretary to the Gov
N 4 A el v e .

meﬁf O&I.n%las(D epartmfnt IOi RGe(verue and Ag?'iculture—yMeteorologiczflr;,

to the Chief Secretary to the Govanment of Madras, dst . !
25th September 1894; No, 4086/13. » dated Simla, the

In continuation of the correspondence exding with the letter from th; ‘
ment No. 1644, dated 25th Mdy 1893, I amdirected to address you innrseggﬁntt(;
the proposed transfer to Government of ths Jaga Rao Observatory at i’fizwa
patam. ga-

2. In the letter quoted above, it was tated that the Gover .
intended to defer action in the matter until they learned the re:gifn(t)f (;]f] Indl_e;
instituted by Mrs. Narsing Rao against her sm for confirmation of the deed :‘su{
ferring the trust of the observatory to the Gwernment of Indja, The decis'mnb%
the High Court, Madras, on appeal from th: decision of the Subordinate (llor(ll«?
of Vizagapatam in that suit, was to the effec that Mrs. Narsing Rao has 1} ge
stand! in the matter and that the Governmeit of India is the on] : noylo.euls
could now take action on the deed in question Y party which

3. That deed was executed jointly by, Irs. Narsine 20 s .
transferred to the Government of India )t,he}iégal interest ?nlil‘lxz } ;(C}ahf{l;losgband}t :
tory with its endowment of three lakhs of rupzes. Subsequently to its e S(;I." a- -
the son desired to revoke his consent to the ransfer, ureine that he hqu?r('m \101}’ '
under compulsion. There is no-doubt that M: A, V. J aga I?ao execute(‘l tl?clzbelzét\

J
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and further that on the same day he wrote a letter to the District Registrar

requesting him to come and register the said deed. The deed was registered 01 ;
the 16th May 1892 and the theory of coercion or undue influence wasbnot starte]d
until December 1892. There appears therefore to be but small chance of the son’s
succeeding in getting the deed set aside, and, in any ease, Mrs. Narsing Rao has
given ample guarantee against any pecuniary liability that might result from anb
such proceedings on his part. y

4. Mr. Narsing Rao’s death has rendered it impossible that there should be
other sons to share the heirship, but it has been suggested that in case of the son
Jaga Rao’s death during his mother’s lifetime the next heir might avoid the transfer
1f, however, the original founder’s will was sufficient to create this trust, as the
Advocate-Greneral of Madras advised in January 1891, the property was hi’s abso-
lutely and his daughter is only fulfilling her duty in changing’ the implied trust
into an express one. The possibility of a court of law deciding that the trust was
never duly established has not been overlooked, but a decision to that effect seems
unlikely.  Moreover, it seems equally unlikely either that the son Jaga Rao

. should die during his mother’s lifetime, or, if that should happen, that the next heir

would think it worth his while to embark on litigation against the Government on:
the chance of having the declaration of the trust declared invalid. The probability

that these three contingencies will occur in conjunction i8 so remote that tlie

Government of India are prepared to disregard the risk.

5. Another objection that has heen brought forward against the acceptance of
the trust is that, in the event of the son succeeding in getting the deed of transfer

set aside, he may refuse to take over the observatory, the Government being thus
saddled with it without the means of maintaining 1t. This objection does not

appear to be sound. The transfer is either good or bad; if good, it secures the

endowment ; if bad, the observatory as well as the endowment will be recovered.

6. The management of the observatory by the Government is likely to be of

great public advantage, and the nsks involved in accepting the transter, which
have been discussed above, do not appear so great as to preclude its acceptance.
The matter is by no means free from difficulties, but it has received the careful
consideration of the Government of India, and I am to inform you that they have
finally decided that the trust shoulc be accepted. The necessary steps for giving
effoct to the transfer will be take by the Meteorological Reporter to the Gov-
ernment of India in communicatim with the Solicitor to Government and Mrs.
Narsing Rao’s agents. A scheme will be drawn up for the administration of the
property and the endowment will be vested in the Treasurer of Charitable Endow-
ments for the Madras Presidency wder the provisions of the Charitable Endow-
ments Act (VI of 1890).

Orper—dated 31st October 1894, . 819, Public.

Communicated to the Collectorof Vizagapatam, the Advocate-Geeneral and the
Government Astronomer for inform:tion.

9. Mr. Wolfe-Murray will coney to Mrs. Narsing Rao_the decision of the
Government of India; the accomparying remarks should not, however, be commu-
nicated to her.

(True Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
Clief Secretary.

To the Collector of Vizagapatam.
,, Government Solicitor.
,, Government Astronomer.

Exd. A. D. Xavier.
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G.0., 31st October 1894, No. 819.

OCTOBER.

Jaga Rao Observatory.

Communicating to certain officers letter from -

{le Government of India intimating its decision
to accept the-transfer to Government of the —

at Vizagapatam.
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