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? . Amwu. REPORT ON INDIAN IMMIGRATION, FOR THE YEAR 13¢3.°
' Sir,~I luvg the honour to submit, for the iaformation nf His Esceﬁcncy the
Governor, the Annual Report of the Indian lmmigtatim‘?l)eparmeat. for the year

1893.
3. Two thousand .one hundred and six (2,!06) swmte 1mrmgrants amved .

 bringing 237 Dependents.
) 3. Of these, 1,189 Were for service mthe Colony, and 917 for the vaej

: States =3 ’
Provmce Wellesley, AR 1,189
Perak, e 7%
- ' . ‘Selangor, o 80 . o
T - Sungel’Ujong, vee ..j.» . Cdae 8
v ~ Johor, ... * .. L L 30 IO

Fifteen thousand eight huudred and . seventy-aeven ( !5,877) Imm;gmu y
wot: under indenture’ arrived, being a decrease .of - m on iast yqar‘s arrivals, anﬁf

:4,044 returned to India. i
- Enclosures 4 and B give the names of the ahxps ﬂm z:mved and departcdﬁ ‘

o wth statute qumgrants during the year
* ' BIRTHS.

6. The births reported areglvenbelaw 1 -

L1

o e uﬁh& = 'Fen:!gles
L Province Wellesky, | 98 .65, :
. ) - - =y ’ Pemk' A . : 3 ,‘ o “»‘ ‘6 -

]ohor, . el ‘___;_‘_ e

o Tl Tig .. 83 |
LT > : P ea i et e c
S - '.“L o ‘ “‘.',“ "5 n‘
5“‘ 8 mw: smty-one(vﬂ‘ll) statute Immigrants

thp’ various Estite ‘M :Gmemment Hosp:tnls The

' _wﬁg and ningfyh, ) sw:ute lmmgrants deserted aad 436 were:

S _ff Comlw:'ps
and t‘hirtyi-fm (2/534) cmtmcts were executed in tlus Olﬁce

r duty amowsting to §3,001 . was collected.
seventy (aqo) l:mttacas were tenewed in Prowce




CERTIFICATES. ’

12. One thousand three hundred and two (1 .362) certificates under section g of
the Immigration Ordinance were issued in this Office, and 1,979 were granted by the
Assistant Indian Immigration Agent, Singapore. o0

N

. 13. Three (3) persons were prosécuted in Penang under section 33 of the Indian .
Immigration Ordinance. . :

GENERAL REMARKS. .

14. The number of statute Immigrants that arrived during the year, though
slightly larger than last year, which was the worst we have had since 1884, does not
_nearly meet the demand, but there is undoubtedly an improvement generally in the
physique of the men passed. We shall not, however, get either the number or classes
we require until recruiting is carried out on a proper system.

15. Thereis a considerable falling off in the number of Immigrants not under
indenture who arrived during the year, which is very unfortunate. I do not think the
exchange question had anything to do with the deficiency in arrivals, for it is only the
Chetties and merchants that have heard of it before they emigrate, but undoubtedly
it has had a considerable effect in detaining those that have arrived. There are
numbers of people waiting in hopes that exchange may improve.

16. Four thousand one hundred and seventy-five (4,175) is the balance remaining
after deducting departures from arrivals, but this does not mean that these really re-
mained in these Settlements, for no less than three thousand two hundred and eighty-
one ( 3,181) certificates were granted to enabple Indian [mmigrants to leave for vari- '
ous ports other than Indian,\and _my experience shows me that certificates are not
obtained by any but those who wish to leave, though undoubtedly some traders who
go backwards and forwards get them, but I think it may fairly be said that two-thirds
of these people merely pass through these Settlements to other countries, which
leaves barely two thousand (2,000} as the result of a year's immigration. .

17. Asyet Ordinance XVI of 1892, embodying some of the recommendations
of the Labour Commission and altering some of the principal suggestions, has not
been brought into force. The Commission was thoroughly representative, and it may
be said that every one serving on it understood the subject to be discussed. Their
recommendations received the unanimous approval of the Executive Council, and the
consent of the Governor, and | believe the approval of the Secretary of Sta,te. The
question was postponed, because it was believed that the revenues of the Colony could
not bear the expepse, but I think there can be no doubt that not only would these
recommendations, if carried out, not cost Government anything, but would result in a
saving to Government of some $5,000 ayear. This has been brought to the notice of
Government.

18. Byram Estate still heads the list with a death-rate of 6.37 per cent., and I

confess I can find no cause for it except that men are sent over who are not ac-

s ___Customed to field labour. Water is now . supplied both to Caledonia and Byram
] from the Government water-works at Nlbong Tebal, the cooljes generally earn better

4 wages than they do on other estates, there is a convalescent gang for sickly coolies

*  where they get cooked rations and light work, a qualified medical practitioner is in

; medical charge of these estates, and frequent visits are paid by the Colonial Sur-

{ geon. If these estates were really unhealthy, or unpopular even they would not-
have so large a number of free coolies. Caledonia has a free lab,our force of 619
% Byram 501, Prye 428, Batu Kawan 138. Again, desertion on Caledonia and Byram is'

less than on the other two estates. -

19. At Vald'or, a Chinese owned estate, the water suppl}" was condemned, and

':T better arrangements have been ’&de; a new hospital is also under construction here.

20. Desertion from Gula Estate is very heavy. To a certain extent, this may Q

be accounted for by its isolated position, but T am afraid other causes are at work, of
which as yet there is no proof. Un"the other hand, the death-rate compares favours "

ably with the healthiest estates in Province Wellesley, and the improvement in the
appearance of the coolies has been very marked since Mr. STEWART took charge.

21. Linsum Estate in the State of Sungei Unjong show i ' :
last year, though the death-rate is still heavy. jong S an improvement on

22. Johor estates show an improvement in health this year, | believ;g chiely due ;
to better management.

By e

By e e

3 .

23. Several Tindals were prosecuted for various offences against statute
Immigrants, and it was, [ am sorry to say, found necessary to prosecute the Manager
of one estate for flogging a cooly; he was in the aggregate fined $100. The greatest
difficulty is experienced in getting coolies to substantiate their complaints, and out of
10 prosecutions only 6 convictions were obtained. :

. 24. The Depét at Negapatam has been carefully worked, but, as pointed out on’
previous occasions, it cannot work satlsfagtprily without assistance from outside,
viz., by a properly organised system of recruiting.

e

C T R N T 1T

. India. Hitherto they_have been recruiting without licepses, in contravention of the
‘ arrangement made with the Goverqment of Madras, which led to the erroneous sup-
position that they were able to obtain the labour they required locally.

26. From a letter lately received from the Government of India, it appears that
the Madras Government were under the impression that all Indian Immigrants are
under the protection of this department.  This has been frequently pressed by the
Government of Madras, but has not been approved by the Straits Government. A
small measure of protection to Immigrants not under indenture but employed in
LA large gangs was recommended by the Labour Commission. As Ordinance XVI of
Kesp ' 1892 has not come into force, thls_also has not been sanctioned, anq on this erroneous
; o supposition the Collector of Tanjore based a report on the question of unlicensed
¢ recruiting. . :

27. In this letter, the Collector of Tanjore also brought to notice an important

int in the new Ordinance which escaped my notice, viz., in section 44, which reads
that contracts “in the case of an Immigrant who has received a free passage from
India under a promise to enter into a contract under. this Ordinance shall be for a
term of three years.” This certainly is an unnecessary and harsh provision, and, as
pointed out, will, if the Ordinance is enforced, considerably increase the difficulties
experienced in recruiting. '

28. lam not able to report on the “action taken” on para. 15 of the Tanjore
f Collector’s letter in this report, as requested by the Government of India, as the orders
v . .. of Government have not yet been received, but so far as Penang and Province Wel-
.. lesley are concerned, no contracts with Indian coolies obtained in the Straits or with |
S0 - .. coolies not recruited in the regular way are made for three years, and I am not aware
K that this has ever been done in the Native States. - I have always limited such contracts
8 to one year, and coolies who re-engage on expiration of contract, to eighteen months.

I am confident that locally recruited coolies would refuse to contract for a longer term.

‘30. As regards coolies recruited by Tindals who have no wrifen agreement, it is
impossible to say how much money is recovered from them, for no questions are asked,
and the cooly is entirely at the mercy of the Tindal. Personall , Eam not.in favour of
the system when any money is recoverable even in the Civil gourt, as there is no -
doubt that these Tindals have the means of ‘“ squeezing " coolies and keeping them
for indefinite periods, but free labour with inspection on estates [ would gladly see

- introduced if it were possible. .

- " Ibave, &, -
. A M. MACGREGOR,

- Indian (?nm‘z'érration Agent,
- traits Settlements.

--

Sy

’ 2 " MINUTE BY THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. .

R The proposition alluded to as “postponed” (iu paragraph 17) of the foregoing

D’ report) is the appointment in India of an Agent-General for Emigration, to reside in

India, and to be responsible for everything connected with recruiting, examination and

shipping of coolies for - the Strax'ts. Thi’§ _was proposed by the Labour Commission

of 18go-1, and the idea was for a time provisionally entertained. It may be considered

to be definitely abandoned, for the Colonial Government has no intention of under.

taking the duty of recruiting In.dlan. labourers- for private employers. As it is, the

expenditure of the Indian Immigration Department far exceeds the fees recovered,

and it is likely before long to _become a question how far any expenditure for the
support of a particular industry is a fair charge on the revenue of the Colony.

, WILLIAM MAXWELL
. 19th June, 1894.
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25. Planters in Selangor are now applying for licenses to recruit cooljes m‘ c Lo ;‘ f
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- STATEMENT 4. |
Lsst of Ve::els which arrived in 18%7 with Statute Imngrants and Immigrants
rmmte&hzm:Pm#
. .| Statute lmmignm.
- Dates of Arri ,
Names of Vessels. From what Port.’ ’ rrival
: 1893
SS. « Secundra,” ... [Madras® Coast Ports.! yuy, Jannary,
» “ersa » s ”n ” !‘th ”
v “Secundra,” .| " 7th February,
” “ SIl'Sa, " .ee ” T 21st o -
" Secundra, Yol o, " 7th March, P
y ¢ Sltsa, oo » ” 21st ” %
» “Secundra,” .| " 4th April =
” o Sirsa,;n e ” ” h - "9 }:
» ¢ ndrx, " » » 1st M, s S
" “Sirsa N " wth 3
»w ¥ Secuudra, » » ” Joth ” ::
» “Sirsa” ” n 12th June, §‘
" "gecundfa; » . 14 ” h y
n ¥ irsa, » . ”» ” 13th Jul 3
» & Secundra, ” " » th 2
, “Sirsa,” . , " 7th August 3
. gecundta " . » , mst‘;gu §
v “Sirsa, ” R w1 4th Sest .
” o Secundra ” oo » » 4 h 5 m‘,er 0;
» b Slm " . ] ”» .'FdOctobe 'y ‘w
:, Secundfa ? ,: ”» . l7th ” " : <
o Slfsa., ” “ee ” ! ”» .1 3ist " : ) b L
» "“Secundra,” .., ” " ~| 14th November, . * & :\
9 % Sifsﬂ, ” wes »n ” a8th . ” . B ‘.‘ :\.‘
» “Secandra, 7 ., " , 12th December, R > £
- hsm 3 .. . » agth N ver e i o ©
Total,... ) T =i
| . 1 = X
A £
STATEMENT . ' o £
©
thed
List of Ve:seix which left for Madras Pores with Immgmts m 1893, . ‘3
“—\ S
Ncmes of ‘lemls Dates No. of ' “
, of Delmrtun ‘l::;- For what Peet. : %‘
S.S. “Sirsa,” BN RBog | e 3
n “ giecundr .“ agt!l: Ja:uary *93. ;g; Madtas and Coust Ports.. “:-2
o Sirsa,” - | 3d February, " » o 3
n S_ecung ! .o - | 16th ” v ;% 4 ” - r,ﬁ‘ - - .'::
» ““Sirsa, " oan S Pt lech,, , ” b » R, : ®
w Sgcundra, : v . S _:17Qh " b 6 ” ” g .
»” “ slm’ » . ‘ . ) h i1} : : » 57 N ” ” 8
n . Secundra, ” -« | 13th April, ” &7 » S =
» “ Sirsa, " .. | agth = , » ;’9 ” s
» :‘ Sgcun” o 12th May, :; 70‘ : . ”
” :Sltsa, o ses | 24th » , 63; » »
» ¢ s&ﬂnt’i'ﬂ!, ose 1 7th Jlme 4 . % ”» »
» “Si - [ 22nd” " s o ”»
» “ Secandra, 5th Tuly, 5o 404 ” " A
» *Sirsa,” " cee w9th " ': % » I
” " S?cunc,i'm e oy 2nd AM y ’ X “" ” ”
» [ ersa, . son '&h . ” w ” ”»
. gecund,ra. . -] goth : e | 7 »
» * Sirsa,’ , . *es | 14th Septem ‘ : ] »
- "'-S.ecum’i,ta,’ : - , < | 2gth Sez ].”-" . g” 4 » .
» * Sirsa, .- oo | 128h Oﬁobet. ' [ I ”
» * Secundra,” . ~ o, . [ » n-
v e s- a ” ) . gth ovem . \ . » "
" “ §;.-cunt!’m,' * -~ ’ﬁ‘ " b?" :: g E A bl :
, * Sirsa, . o Deceniber ) P »
:' “ Secundra, ” Ad - | a2nd . ”» ’ . : m . » "
' . . e ”» K
4 Total,... 1,006 "
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