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1

reaqgest that the Government of India may be favored with any remarks

His kxcellency the Governor in Council may have to offer on the  subject

By order,

Under-Secretary to the Government of India,

List of Papers forwarded.

o
v

Despatch from the Secretary of State No. 130 (Public Fmigration

dated the 9th November 1293,

G.I,C. P, J,~No. 302 R. & A D.~17-11+93, ~1,009.

2

‘With this end in view, I requested the Immigration Agent General to consider a good
weekly average pay at three guilders, which would ensure each labourer about four days’ work
a week, or some two bundred and twenty days work each year,

The financial condition of immigrants in’this Colony is{so very unsatisfactory at the present
time, that 1 have the houour to submit the above facts for Your Lordship’s consxderatlon

No.*89, dated Paramaribo, the 11th August 1893.
From—E. W, Suiti De 1aCour, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Paramarsbo,
To—=The Acting Immigration Agent General, Surinam. .

Tae general opinion in this Colony is that, if an immigrant eains 2:40 guilders 2 week,
he is oceupied a sufficient amount of time to satisfy the demands of the estate, the Colony of
Surimam and last, but not least, himself.

Taking into consideration the fact that the work reglsters do not conveniently show
an average weekly wage during the year for each man, but the maximum amount earned
at the productive period of the year, I consider the staudard now in vogue of an average
of 240 guilders per man per week much too low. If it conld be shown that each man earned
2-40 guilders a week during the 62 weeks of every year, it would be more satisfactory, but
ronsidering that (as shown in your report for 1892) an immigrant worked only 189 days
out of the 813 work days of the year, it would be impossible to produce for 1892 even the
average of 2'40 guilders per week per man,

The following calculations have been made by me from your report on immigration
for 1892 1~ )

1. 1f an immigrant works the average 189 days a year, and earns 2'40 guilders a
week at 60 cent. tasks, before completing the 1,565 days’ labour required by

the contract, he must remain in the colouy a period of 11 years 1 month

10 days.

2. 1t an immigrant works under the above conditions, and earns 2 40 guilders a week,
at 80 per cent tasks, he must remain in ¢ke Colony 12 years 6 months.

3. If an immigrant works under the above conditions, and earns 2+40 guilders a week
at 1 guilder tasks, he must remain in the Colony 13 years 4 months,

You will see by these figures thai the result to an immigrant, of what he considered, -

when signing the contract, a ‘‘five years’ indenture,” cannot be satisfactory, and posslbly
accounts for the fact that once returned to India be does not re- emlgrate to Surinam.

Considering that.the average for sickness is only 20 days in the year,an immigrant

must remain \die 52 Sundays and 104 week days (or 116 da)s in all), to complete the 365
days of the year. This enormous amount of 176 idle days in every yeéar isas much against
the interests of the Colony £ Surinam, as it'is agamst the mental, moral, and physical health
of the immigrant,. .

I would consequently propose to “you ‘that, hereafter, the ““good average " of wages
per man per week be raised to 3 guilders for any one week, or 2:70 guilders, for the - average

per week of any one man throughout the yedr.

This yearly average of 2 70 guilders per week per man woald allow an lmmxgrant work-
ing at 80 cent tasks, 131 idle days a year and 234 work days. In my opinion this would
be more alvantageous than the exigting averase, and I therefore have the honour to invite
you to consider the  subject of thls despatch, and inform me of any decisions at -which you
may artive, :

Goverament of Tudis Central Printing Office~Yo. 739 R & A.—2-1.91—J. W. 1’8,
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Fie No. 18.
Seriarn No. 7.

No. 130, (Public—Emigration), datel India Office, London, the 9th November 1893.

. From—Tue Ricar Hox’sLe THE EaRL or Kiuseriey, K. G., Her Majesty’s Secretary
of State for India, T
To—The Government of India. -

"IN continuation of my Despatch No, 99, of the 31st August last I forward herewith
copy of a despatch (with its enclosure) from Her Majesty’s
_ Consul at Paramaribo, in which a suggestion is made for
remedying the inadequacy of the wages earned by Indian immigrants in Surinam. .

2. I request that Your Excellency will take this suggestion into your consideration in
connection with the 25th paragraph of Dr. Comins’ note on Emigration to ‘Surinam, with
regard to which I am awaiting your final conclusions, ) .

3. T observe that Mr. De Ja Cour reports the financial condition of the immigrants to be
very unsatisfactory at the present time. .

-

23rd September 1893, No. 36,

.No. 36, dated Paramaribo, the 23rd Sepf;ember 1893.
From—E, W, Suita D& LaCour Esq., Her Britannie Majesty’s Consul at Paramaribes -
To—The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, :

1 5AVE the honour to enclose, herewith, a copy of my Despatch  No. 89 of August 11th,
1893, to the Immigration Agent General of this Colony ; and to report that the contents there-
of havq elicited no reply from that official, -although: I have been ‘verbally pfomised an answer
on several different ocecasions.

The opinions expressed in my Despatch No. 89 were the result of investigations into the
present financial condition of immigrants in this Colo ny, The calculatious contained in the
Despatch were obtained from the following deductions ;e '

(1. 01_1' December 81st, 1892, there were under indenture in the Colony 3,781 adult male
immigrants. -

(2). In the table, section 15 of the Annual Report on Tmmigration for 1892 (submitted in
my.Despatch No. 20 of July 1st, 1893), showing the number bf,working days

. during the year, only 8,440, instead of 3,781, adult males are given.

(3). It must therefore be taken for granted that 341 ady
work whatever during the year,

(4). The number of days during which the remaining 38,440 adult males worked is
given as 6,49,224}, showing an average number of days work for each labourer
to be 189 for the year, or 32 days work each week and .8?; holidays.

(5). As the necessary cultivation of the entire Colony is continued by 8,440 immigrants,
working 8% days a week, and as consequently there is only sufficient work to
employ 1,769 men during the entire year, it is evident that— *

(6). There are over 90 per cent. more immigrants in the Colony than is required, and that
each labourer receives 45 per cent. less wages than he bad a right to expect

~ when leaving lndia. :

(7). Should, therefore, an immigrant wish to earn, before leaving the colony, the amount
of wages he expected to earn when leaving India on his “ five years’ indenture,”
it would be necessary for him to remain here the number of years shown in
examples 1, 2 or 3, in my. Despatch No. 89, namely, 11 years' 1 month, 12 years
6 months, or 13 years 4 months, respectively, according to the nature of the
work on wuich he was employed.

The above-mentioned facts, which do not show a favourable condition for the immigrants,
are the result of indiscriminate allotment of immigrants to any estate which may apply for
them, without taking into consideration whether the estate is able or not to supjly continual
dabour to the immigrants already on theestate. ' ' :

In my opinion there should be some check on the number of immigrants allowed to each
estate, thereby ensuring to each labourer the amount of work (ach week ypromired to him when
s'gning his contract in India. ' : _

The most.simple and complete form « £ check on any estate applying for more immigrants,
is the average weekly amount earned by each labourer on that estate throughout the year in
which the application is made,

It male immigrants did no
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