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FROM
J. P. HEWETT, Esg, C1E,
Offe. Secretary to the Government of India,
To
Tue CHIEF SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT oOF
N\ HRRE 74
G CER-I894 @
Home Department. ‘{\/}ﬁﬁ . YE)Q—
“Samitary. : _ MENT OF W

Simla, the 5% September 1894.

SIR,.
T aAM directed to forward a copy of the papers noted . in the margir} on
the subject of certain representations
Extract from the British Medical Fouwrnal, dated made by Mr. Raﬁuddm Ahmad on the
the 26th May 1894, - hardships, which, it is alleged, are suffer-
- o Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, Ps, . i, it ged, -
Ne 86 (Ri:len?:;ydated the sth July 1894, and  ed by Moslem pilgrims-to-the Hedjaz.
enclosures.
o state that of the five distinct matters; referred to by Mr. Ahmad
and summarised in paragraph 2 of the Secretary of State’s Despatch, those relat-
ing to over-crowding and insufficiency of water on pilgrim vessels are under the
consideration of the Government of India in connection with the Paris Convention

mentioned by the Secretary of State.

3. With regard to the suggestion made by Mr. Ahmad asto the desirability
of having women doctors to examine female pilgrims on shore and to tend them
on board, 1 am to enquire whether, in the opinion of the Government of Mad-
ras, it would not be. possible to arrange for the inspeetion:of such pilgrims, before
the departure of 2 vessel from Madras, by Lady Doctors: The Government
of India are disposed to think that attendance .by Lady Doctors on female
pilgrims during the voyage 1s unnecessary even if 1t were pract.lcable. This
is, however, a matter which may well await the issue of the other improvements

under contemplation.

2, Tamt

" 1 am also to request that the Government of India may be furmshed with
a full report on the. measures taken at Madras for the protection of pilgrims
pefore their departure for the Hedjaz. The Governor General in_Council would
also be glad to recewe any suggestions which the Governor.in Council may
wish to make for improving matters in this. connection.

I have the honour to be,.
SIR,

Your most obedient Servant;

,! F{ [/

Offs. Secretary to the Government of India.
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I I e TR T AN o R TR VR
s FARTREN g ‘mma i ot ;sfgsx\‘~t;mx,.;& X THE MECCA PILGRIMS BY THE MauLvi RAFIUDDIN AHMAD.
‘ ©exmnt yigauEed g,-,g};;ﬁ?g‘ AT ¥6 }&hi?‘.iﬁf:.!'{?? 293K 3‘;““'!“ R " & There is due to God from men a pilgrimage unto the House for whosoever is able to find his way
P R N v-su«;’;‘i";ﬂs%m ’». i SRS D < there.”>—AL QURAN, Sura AL IMRAN. : .
. LT g lae e sppr T TR TR ,‘ ,_\r; : .lﬁ!i‘w:tiil;'n:’x;:im:?‘mt.rd 'wf’“ o ‘J‘H'fn;"'_ S -: To be asked to give one’s views on a burpin'g question, in these columns, is an honour
‘ . 9 oot i ﬂ,)m‘_m.mg‘j‘.ﬁ';m”a ¥ myae N g s Amee "f';“."'"‘.& le- ey of which any person will feel p_rom.i. In this instance, however, duty and honour are
s N ,:z’mmz‘;‘y: J-.g-.m,,,(.;i ,93;;5;?@; kit o T ‘;t“xm"\‘vr%~,ri bodan o oT 0 happily combined, because I think it a duty, especially when the time of Al Haj, or the
A \;-hz_‘:"[f""‘g‘: ,",ﬁ{",;‘fﬁx{f{}}, ﬂ‘:;w?‘? ?ﬂﬁx‘* ;5 i ':i*'k}h“xi ,;‘:1{5 51,. How 5 mga«?‘:ug‘ i dovide o ' annual pilgrimage to Mecca, has drawn so very close, to bring the question of the misery
iy e gatd H mw.:,‘.s?».‘,,f? h'“‘." v'{:}ii »f.:m ;“n; e o ;M.?! ;i.«mr;;»d Dunidinos wligqed aiid hardships annually undergone by Moslem pilgrims to the notice of the British and
sk h‘::lmm:,f”,;: sl «:; S ?m? i f‘ ek '”‘;‘?-? a wnlt ot cpraigliy bugak = Turkish authorities so far as they are respectively responsible for the protection of life and
RV 1{ migit mﬁw Lyl enogrobur wfisnoas sqidébind e - property and due supzrvision of the health and comforts of the unfortunate pilgrims.
: vy 03w A jennqesy UL 1R I8 ¥ adt 26 Y 02 eiviroding dephgY '
etntraig zmm«ﬂw 1” j.}"" f-mj-’mg, d. ‘xh)‘i‘o notefregoy dub bne yhapeq . _ DISEASE AND DEATH AMONG THE PILGRIMS.
. S ﬂnﬁ:).&t"f'iﬁfw‘"fﬁl O ﬁ; W e S "' Last year, as in Otl&eli pl:e‘f/ious ()l'e;\rskthe ci,viliseld world,fduring the period of the
T T S e S S i ROt S ilgrimage, were kept duly informe y Reuter’s telegrams o the daily loss of thousands
ol HOTTAY BT %,1’;“*?""?;‘“1'&?;’;{, Tﬁ‘?«aﬁ 1830 wipivorg asdio ai =5 asey tend of p‘recio'us’ and pious lives owing to the outbreak of cholera and other diseases not alto-
PRERTE ™ ‘“*'».’,57-‘ u,;m,h o nlﬁ 1'5%*.)- v,2'Y9] b ¥p0d v, ;%ﬁiknit‘w tia rether beyond the reach of the healing hand of science and the parental care of wise
» R RYTH }f-*f‘?“; -ﬁ?‘.‘;‘,“; i Yo hagd oY ghiwo conl aoig bk d«r“i&wx:%' Sdministration. Last year, too, a British sailor, one of the surviving crew of a British
\ B ;,;;,;z:,‘-,:a:g‘m, - v:“,ﬁ; i R et \Wlhé‘r#*@lﬁw&i' hﬂw;‘;uh A vessel carrying pilgrims from Morocco to Jedda, told us a horrible tale of mortality on
Yot 1%.;'«13?;. _‘3,7 e e gt Jede demd’ ool ; board his vessel engendered by.over-crowding and w.ant.o{ due care on the part of the naval
o 4 30 ?Mamrfmn i 4o/ bl ol giuy Sidra gt el authorities. Not only a very jarge number of the pilgrim passengers, but also the entire
co Lo j.-'(ﬁqj‘ﬁd} ﬁx;“:;‘;ﬁ‘& m _ :;nvi"ﬁ‘fi”' ‘k’avb ryeaty ‘.5.3“5;1_ ey iﬁ:&: M!i . ) crew, had succumbed to thC_ outbreak of dls.ease. ) he sailor added that his ship was only
P S b g:@iﬁ‘{fﬂd “‘“’%:}';;?m Iimy m?x‘? e § PIEL & wlno oVl esmtivnd - one of many others of the kind that meet.w:th a similar fate almost every year, and piteous-
e e 4 g ﬁ(i" : ﬂ; ma f‘{’&?‘ﬁ‘ ;ﬁb damsotn M@mw i ly appealed to the Board of Trade for strict enquiries into this disgraceful state o affairs.
VS 1 L S e f;’mm&’gm W"F?B - "f"ﬁm it badil adt Yo mvaidio noat do S ' ‘About 20,000 lives ‘werelost, chiefly from cholera, last year in the course of a single
O o T ptmgh W 8 b e 1t 318 10! sluaT da basotl oy o) ba carcmmtal maonth. The unfortunate victims, it ‘must be remembered, were the cream of Moslem
' Srapis & T et (triods motk Yol et e rO Mok orthodoxy and [ty from different parts of the world. -
IE AN T AR I piid, oy ‘bwudwﬁ;mmﬁ‘ﬁs;d ”""“"wiﬂ'ﬁwwmm “{f{ -di ' R)
SRR ‘ o S il “wy “,‘*"3‘????3:' m@wm M THE PILGRIMAGE AT PRESENT AN INTERNATIONAL DANGER.
A O i This enormous annual loss of most virtuous and highly precious blood, sustained by

1slam, must necessarily weaken and prostrate her already exhausted body, and cannot be
Jooked upon otherwise than with intense grief and horror by the entire number of her
children-—nay, by all religious denominations of the world. Because, however much Chris-

“

i ST : a#ﬁ*ﬁtw . . : .

oA W RS T sk T fomer1oe § il i . : tians and other non-Moslem bodies might differ from us in dogmas, they are bound to

M:};;g dushe m:mwu& APIAS, 2 7 WL KR HOiA B n0uYh ‘ g RSl ‘ admire the strength 9§ conviction, loyalty to prl_n.cxple..and the spirit of self-sacrifice dis-
SWJ‘; > ; : , e R %5 layed b the Hadjeesn such adverse and cntlca}l circumstances. But experience has

st {2 SRR, ok ]
- oot A i fld:; el oniiles 1o’ Wi g il s - taught us that appeals made merely on moral basis in Europe find responsive sympathy in
x el bk s SN b A ool few brexsts only, and that masses in general are_spurred to action only, by the expectation
‘ ‘ i ghim ' of sordid gain, or by fear of immediate harm. I must, therefore, remind my readers that

onle of all shades of religious or irreligious beliefs, in all countries, stand exposed to
serious dangers of deathand disease owing to the annual recurrence of cholera among the
Meccan pilgrims. The havoc caused by the plague in France, Germany, and Russia in
1893, has taught a lesson to European nations which they are not likely to forget. Of
course 1 am principally concerned with the well-being of my own co-religionists, and
should not have troubled the British press with my remarks at all, did it not occur to me

ghat the re i

alisation of my object, as well as theirs, depends in this case on_co-operation
¢ as their own interests are concerned, the Europeans seldom stand in need of the
feighbourly advice of an Asiatic—they are quite able to take care of themselves; but this

gestion is one which tends to prove the inter-dependence of different nationalities and

Riz _AAQ”; hesidc s i
ghsgtidng ma. ¥ et
ﬂ"ﬁ?ixiﬁ?’i S50 Bleny
it Ao woftpullior oy Suds

creeds. -
The immediate scene of action lies under the sovereignty of a powerful Moslem prince
. )

who will naturally be much better influenced by the public apinion of ‘the people of his

& mmfqu“k' oy 0 ersuasion than by the advice of aliens, which. has not infrequently proved fatal to hi
3 Lol by (gsvunyry- Non-Muhammadan efforts towards the right solution of this (fuesﬁon are ﬁolri

o g vl R el
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A Hmﬂﬁﬁw" 1’?’ W i

A Haat Tt D

i ecbfore, dependent upon Moslem co-operation. On the other hand, a ve
:::xttl:l’):x}" of the ;,)ilgg{ns is drawn from Moslems under non-Muhammadan go;erna;{e la;ﬁ;
is conveyed to Arabia by Christian ship-owners, principally Englishmen, the great catriers
of the world. The grievances of. the Had]ees, as passengers, for instance, the over.crowdin
. 1s and neglect of sanitary measures on board such vessels, can chiefly be reg.’
dressed by the Britis Government, which has contrql over a very large number of pilgrim
: Here the followers of the Prophet are dependent for relief on the Snpp‘ort‘ofgthe

B b
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‘ gir 5 . T : mﬁi Jll"jﬂﬁf et Snm Wiy L% ‘ggﬁﬁ"pubuc * L4 the help of other non-Moslem benefactors of humanity.
W lﬁi&ﬂ#ﬂ&%' ‘ o volia do Rlod oy 4 el Hlagigy PuBLIC OPINION—MUHAMMADAN AND ENGLISH.
T e g oy R ot g aliduy dritivg Prring f s this question has been di i al -
RN SO~ - | A Tt R S Duting the last four years - 15 9 ‘has been discussed with much zeal N
[ g Ons KRR HGUO St o theMagmmadan prsk 1 e 2 el o the M Stabdinan nfoentin
bR A A b Xeup vidd wips ot . Muhammadan barrister in LaRore issued an appeal to the Moslems of India, in the

Y .i.';;,‘:z& dﬂ"‘w ¥ ! N iy ‘;,(;;4 SN YA

s pm o S i 28 Nt il ol el ot e,

Ko G B boint] il ni himen il od) B
; o S Bsbitmmelte

Lot

- -
T
1



2
b ]

columns of the Muhammadan Observer of 'Calcutta in the year 1891, i
Moslems sympathised heartily with the objects of the eloquent}' appealg. InAll‘:‘ geylg:g}:lt‘eenz%
Moiyad opened its columns for the discussion of the subject. “Anglo-Indian papers of
influence called the attention of the Government of India to the grievances of the pilgrims
by means of powerful leading acticles. In France, M. Pasteur has been writing in favou ;
of the pilgrims. 2 England their cause has been ably advocated by Mr. Ernest Hdrt, the
British Medz'}clal ?&z}ut;al a,n;losg:.e;glt%f:‘tgq English “:WSpapers. ARty ; the
been doing what little 1 can i & grievances of the pilect ears
responsible authorities. ‘ pilgrims to the notice of the

In November 189t, the Daily Chronicle published a letter of mi :
supported the same by extremely syme_elthetxc editorial remarks. 'Tl::er::u%:‘ ifsityi:cct:l):;f
spondence did some good. The then Viceroy, Lord Lansdowne, happening to be in Bomba
personally inspected a pilgrim vessel. But] have not yet learht what salutary result io{-’
fowed this Viceregal inspection. ©have ‘received a number of complaints aid petitions

from the Hadjees begging me to do something for them. .
Gladstone sor]ne time ago to. their grievances, a Idrew the attention of Mr.

and received a letter of s i
i i i thy from him
n which the Right Honourable gentleman expressed ast ympathy ,
:io his best for the pilgrims. - ‘ rong hope that the Sultan would

During my recent visit to Constantinople and her ruler, | .
pilgrims before Ahmad Jalaluddin Pa.soga, the Sultan’s r’Ai el.a;:iic at:e cor‘r:plamts of dthe
submit the same to His Majesty, and let, me know His Majesty’s repi who promised to
succeeded in forming a Committee of enlightened Indian Moslems hP }"l I have lately
their full co-operation in bringing relief to the suffering pilgrims » Who have pfomlsed me
. . ) t“ ) . ‘,i ‘ ‘ o
RESPONSIBILITY. OF ;THE BRITISH GOvERNMENT

. The British Government is responsible for the redr : .
Over-crowding of pilgrim vessels ; negléct of sanitary f:::s::e?:nﬁ:gowmg grievances :—
ties on board the ship; absence of whol€sonte food ‘and insufficien . P?rt of the authori-
plied to the pilgrim passenger; absence of suitable medical aidcy\(,’[ fresh water su
patients can only be treated by female dpttors, therefore every pilgri (Muhammadan lady
male and one female fff&&ﬁ‘;;“.ﬁ;s?n;ing at least two Mubammadsn Toaguagcs. of
the East) ; absence ol sul gings'dnd com ; 3 nguages O

A ) - ..d S, ‘ .P,etent doctors at.quarantine stations.
THE KORAN AND  THE PILGRIMAGE,

. L

It has been argued that one of the ‘great: difficulties in :
provement in the present system of 2 Yoyage to N‘;Lté?:: ‘i: ::: way of effecting any im-
ilgrims. It is also said that Islam-enjoins every one of her h'le xtreme poverty of the
to repair on a pilgrimage to Mecca. I must, therefore, giy ¢ h‘ dren, be he rich or poor,
Islamic law upon the subject. The Koran says :— » §ive here the provisions of the

« There is due to God from man a pilgrimage to
find his way ther o g the House for whosoever is able to

According to Sharah Wikayah (a book myuch
Mecea is only incumbent upon every Moslem * free, ;:L‘;:: by :ll Sinnis), pilgrimage to
subsistence a;md conveyance, a'httlf.- mote than what jg euey’t _adult, possessing means of
tenance of himself and his family till his retuen from the Pl ially necessary for the main-
.that the way or _journey should be free from dangers to 1;{3 Lﬁ:‘;‘ge- lt”is also necessary
. : toperty.
WHAT THE SULTAN' SHOULD po

i he opsin f thov whe e s the bt the ity 4
bsorbing-ques , mtment of o nigat soluti i
?o inquirg into and report upon the grievances ofa :ggmm'”'“ by.ll:lhi‘ Mai\el:l;' :lfletsh::lt:nlz

essentially be non-po itical. It should consist of the edgﬂcsa?’ and A e Commission should

tives of Turkish Moslems as well as a few Mosle X nlightes
r:xadan world, but acknowledging the Caliphate o?;g;holnﬁmg.to other pgam :fd :l:e ;:ﬁ:
Inter alis,th Commiston shoud e i the (lloming: T

of cholera in the Foly ) U 1al ol the flesh g: The princi

the Hadj; the condntnot.xlof.latr.me: and draina%e in ;2?,:;.:".‘1 of animalspa;:ii' ::{3::.9:'

water supplied to thde pilgrims; the poverty of the pilgrip,  the P“ﬂ? and sufficiency ol
jigrims by enforce Q“:raatﬁg. causes of sickness amop $; the hardship im upon

of housg? mc&?‘t?:gbgh: ;ro p er{;e:f' :l:“l-lgg extortion &S "g&:‘ ‘Vene s: the condition
: rotecti .Hadiees - ¢ ia L e

lni‘;?)ncs)f thg Hadjees ; how to secure' safe and . Prevention of d“despotnsm, the best

c : er i
But, in order practically to carry out this 5y omfortable journey gers to the life and

. to the pilgri
consent of His Majesty the ‘Suitan and a sum of ggestion, twg thin pilgrims.

of the Commission and to execute its recommen, d:?‘::{ sufficient ‘g' d:;:a necessary—the

aniacy difficulti - defray the
g oy i e T, T Py
Smprovement of Mecca ud toae ‘“'“ﬁfei{m oe%.‘g? nterested jo- S .2'1333
o ' :Mstorically and peligi
‘ giously.

.. Thepri

7 things, PF

v .

. dmirer of the present Sultan, I may venture to suggest—indeed, if sug-
L t"A: ;ehzgtfs:ry to so enlighte'ngd a'rule—that His Matjlesty"s “influence amon h%s
L4 ges "to | followers beyond his own dominions is pre-eminently a moral nne. Anything
1. 8Pl t‘“:‘ s to diminish this influence among the Mosleins necessarily weakens the bond of
o fg.&“t t'e;) n that binds them to his august Rerson, Unfortunately, there are some Muham-
o AHECU who dispute the title of the Sultan to the Caliphate and watch every opportunity
1 s'ma‘rdan.smﬁ. Majesty unpopular b _inventing false stories about his indifference to the
1, to*malke: His. V8] ’ %‘he advisers of the Caliph cannot do better than nail the
tents to the counter without delay. ‘ Co

: a1 fact that elevates his position and strengthens the Sultan’s claim to the
( hate is ‘;;E;gam?ﬁstfs guardianship of the holy shrines, The average Moslem outside
. Calipl “knows very little about the Caliph. He judges the power and the prestige of the
.- Turkey hat he sees of his administration in Mecca and Medina. It is to the in-

f;%:;gforl::Sultaﬂ» therefore,-to offer every possible comfort to the Meccan pilgrim.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF A LAISSEZ ALLER” POLICY.

e .ent unsatisfactory state of person and property continutj.s in the Holy ' City
for afyt{:;g:ﬁs:?time, the following evils, among others, will surely arise: _ -

L e e the plaguein Mecca will’ diminish the number of the Hadjees.
o, garecv.flrr::::h: fc\t'herwl;segc‘;usﬂiﬁed to visit the House of God, will be, in the nature
Thousan sJoevl:,nted from visiting. The Prophet has forbidden his followers to visit a
O orested with cholera (Waba), or to leave a place similarly situated. These people
place 18 ly be de rived of the high spiritual blessing, ‘but also of the ' great temporal
will not onzhich the Hadj indirectly bestows upon the faithful, namely, mutual knowledge,
3d"a“taged affection engendered’ by person ‘intercourse. It will dlm}ms}n commerce
esteems 80 ¢ the Sultan’s Arabian subjgcts, dependent upon the pilgrims, of their

- and deprive HATY os also the loss of great moral inflience to the Sultan ; for the pilgrims,

o dxifdlh:?‘:;bol‘; ':re:;en.of high character and education, cannot but mark the difference

N dministration in the dominions of the Siltan and- that of the
‘%*«““""’m‘f}f if;:\eeﬁ;rzfu: The contrast, even aftér making due allowance for all circum-
sncoantry -tmu);t. tell unfavaurably against the prestige of the greatest Moslem monarch upon
y Stapces The, thi nking Moslem who visits Arabid, the ‘:f‘oun'ta’m-head of true religion and - the

e?'th" ac of the eatest moral teacher of the wotld,is moved to tears at its present ‘con-

e bl.f?hpla.cft is in the interests of humanity and lam, no less than in those of Turkey and

dltl‘?n-l . that the insanitary condition bf tifa Modslem holy places, and .the hardships
- her :ﬁ; ilgrims have at present to undergo;; should be at once removed. The pilgrims

s; wﬂid: ih?ﬁp' foat the barest necessaries of human gxigt%ncc 39d t.hc ‘mos‘tv essential rights

':5?’*53&&51%?, . ely, pare air, pure water, andsecurity of life and property. Shall they

‘zu'i: , 3% fot them in vain?
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Excdiency The R ht Honourable ‘I‘he Govemor General of'"
’lgndtam ouncﬂ

Medxcal Jo'urn,al was'an’ amcle by ;Mr{ ;
Rafiuddin. Ahmad on the hardshi suffered g
" by Mostem’ pilgrims to th Hz&};

mad' has no ‘sent té me the enclosed representatwn. e '

Atkpage 1'33 of the Bnt:sh

K lref-&esnrabahty of havmg w‘”on':en doctors ‘examme“ wome pilgs
“..on shore, and to tend W (;pﬂgmns_on. shrp boatd '

tes: th tnmta} on pilgrim -
y;s0'a¥ far as | amn: mformc?c; g?he |
I TivoR ‘J,*,;“ small ;. though returmng pilg
y &fér out | o‘tssue in, coinection wit the ~_
<" recent Pasis® Convention, will, when_pro:
w«uw-m No. " (RMW)- W petly carried out, provide adequately against-
the 7th June 1894, | 7 over~growding and insufficiency of water oni
orint yegsels "And. i shall be glad t6 Jearn how far you may, ‘deem-xt nbcessaryg
o take dction on Mr. Ahimad’s other suggestions. |

The Camaran uarantine station is’entirly uuder :
mént?‘ .But the reeoxgmen&audns -of the Paris: iComrent
‘of Her Majesty's " ‘Government, and * the strendous action
»Samtary Council will, it niay. be hqped, ‘have efféct

.-:inmeho'atm -of the state of a axrs at Camaran.

, the representations:
f the Constantinople:
tammg §Oine real

» COMMON Room o
: MIDDLE TEMPLB E. c.,
T&G I4th ﬁne 1894‘ .'" | f ok

the honour to place beOre you, as ptromxsed on Thursday last some’
gnevancesof the Indian Muhammadan pilgrims to Mecca. As
y am. thousands of Had]ees arrive every year at Bombay on

" .‘
!
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- Muhammadan doctors, of course, should be preferred to those

3

2

their way to and return from the ‘Moslem Holy Langl. A fe
Dufferin appointed an officer called the protector of pilgrims at Bombay in order
to safeguard the interests and look after the reasonaple comforts of the pilgrim
passengers. No doubt much good has been done by the creation of this office,
but the expected results have not been attained. . 1learn that the duties of this
officer have not been properly defined and that his department is altogether under-
manned. . The Government should provide him with a good staff of assistants,
and see that he and his staff are placed beyond the touch of corruption.

The over-crowding of the pilgrim vessels is a serioys grievance, Pilgrim
carrying is a very remunerative trade and its profits are quite large enough to
admit of less crowding on pilgrim vessels. In the 3rd classor “ tyeen deck,” the
space allowed (9 sqpex:ﬁmal and 54 cubic feet per, .h.ead ) i_s utterly inadequate, ne
the monsoons the pilgrims are as a matter of necessity driven intg tween decks ”
where they die like bees. No humane Government will ever allow sych a dis
graceful state of affairs to continue. : .

W _years ago ,. Lord

*  Another serious grievance is the medical examinatiop of female pilgri 1 _
is a well-known fact that Muhammadan ladies do not like to be examli)n eg(? rlr’l; mal;
doctors, on principle. ' And yet the poor female plgrims are €xamined, before
leaving Bombay, by the Health Officer of Bombay whe is generall

gl d oth 1 ; { Y accompanied
by the protector of pxlgnms’an other male officers, |t 1s desirable that this
examination should be made by a-competent Lady Doctor for the Health Officer.
It is equally necessary that every pilgrim vesse] should haye :

one male and ope
female doctor on board, and that these should be able to speak the Urop laitgluaogn:

o belonging to other
religions.

Complaints have also been made regarding insufficient Supply of fresh water
on board the vessels. At Kumeran the pilgrims aré accommodated ip g lazaretto
and there they are overhauled and fumigated. This compulsory quarantine of ;o
days costs each pilgrim one rupee per day, which sum the poor pilgrim can il
afford to pay. The Government should come to the assistance of the pilgrim
and try to stop such unjust and inequitable extortions.

I have already explained to you the importance of the pilgrim question, byt
I must add here that any slympa‘thy and assistance shown by the British Govern.
ment to the Hadjees will always be acknowledged with gratitude by a loyal and
grateful people.

Thanking you again for your kindness to me personally and for the g
hich yiu - egrey good enough to express for the sufferings of the pilgrims, ympathy

Believe me, &c.,

The Right Honourable

H. H. FOWLER, M.P,,

- Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India,

G. C. Press, Simla.~No. 708 H, D"4‘9~94~xg3



J “ R ~ No. . .1
[ FaOM . o o
) P.,HEWETT Esg. C. IE«; s R“
. Ofz. Secretary toﬂzeremment @Ma\ o ‘\ :
" pue CHIEF SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF
° S . - MADRAS.
_Eo;_:%g‘;_—,‘"—;—-
"‘f." S  4" e S - . Jt‘yzla, the" .\S‘\tﬁfembefkl@{;, R

. : - N - ¥ e = v‘\
RICE . ) ) o S ,,z\!‘n:; SRR
) A . ' . N . . : . ‘( l« : - )
[V . . ) . . . ’ Al N
. E . o o P

the

Sucietary bf State for: India,. ot
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r AM d:reewd to forwa:d a copy of the papets noted in the margm on - -
- , the. ‘subject. of certain’ representations . . . -
B tchriﬁlh mdzwt YMMI- dated: m,ade by Mr. Rafiuddin ‘Ahmad on the.

Wthh S ane ed are Suﬁél‘hr . _',: » ‘\ “

z.Ia:z;tostatetBat oftheﬁved”zsemctm ;;ef toby Mr. Ahm*dk

and summarised in Jparagraphi 2 of the: Secre te's [Jespatch;, those. relat--

' :deration of the Government of In the P
cons joned by the Secretary of State.

With regard to the: sugg&etlon fnade b % s;-to trablht
of'havmg womer: doctors to examine ferale Py ' ... sho and to’ t d. the

ing to over-crowding and. msuﬂicren \gm o lah f vessels- nemide: the .
e 99

b

on

. . Id not be.possible, to arrange for the ins ectmnaof such pil

o :;se 1§:p;urture o&a'vessel from Madras, bgul;ad y Dectors: %: riment
S v of -India are. disposed to think that atten

s . / wnder contemplatwn.

o on -the ‘measures -taken at- Madras for the: protection of pilgrims

: ;eggpe :;mepaﬁure for the. Hedjaz. . ZFhe. Governor General in. Council would:

* also be glad to receive:any suggesibng which the Governor-ip Councd may

- msh to make for xmprovmg matters.in this. cqnnectxom )
’} o AR : 2 -;Iiayethehonouttoﬂhg",.’ |

‘Your' most obedient Servant;,

], P REWETT,

@. C. Press, Simla.~No. 708 H. D,—3.9-94.~41.

"“f»‘ “(‘}
.1 am to enquite whether, in the. dijrhibe of the | yernment of MaSe
n

ce b& ; Lady Doctm's ‘n female , -
o o *during the..voyage is unnecessary, ‘even it were; cticable, This.
o ; Pdghf:)wever a ﬁmter whi’:llagmay well awalt e issue. of the her 1mprovements'_ 2

Ofe. Secretary to the Government of India.. |
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4, T am also to request that tﬁe Gefeminent of Indla may be furmshed wnth’» o




‘Extract fromthe Bnluh Medical

gcCA PILGRINS BY THE Mauvi Ra
i h .
We'n.mot e House for whosoever is able to find his way

Sournal, dated the 26th May 1894. |

THE M FIUDDIN AHMAD.
‘MisdnewGodfranmenayi
there "—Ar QuURaN, SURA AL JuRAX: parni o
To be asked to give one’s yiews on a burning question, in these columns, i
of which avy mmng:ie oud.  In this instance, however, duty and lﬁoznoﬁgn:::
hadbily combined, because nk it a du especially w}xen the time of Al Haj, or the
annualv pilgrimage to Mecca, has drawn SO very close, to bring the question of the misery
and hardships annually andergone by Moslem pilgrims to the notice of the British and
Tarkish authorities so far as they are respegtively responsible for the protection of life and
property and due supervision of the health and comforts of the unfortunate pilgrims.
DisgasE AND DEATH AMONG THE PILGRIMS.
the civilised world, during the period of the

Last year, as in other previous years; , ing.
- ! - formed by Reuter's telegrams of the daily loss of th
pilgrimage, were kept duly Int to thg outbreak of cholera and other diseases n%l:si?&s‘

of precions and pious lives owid: :
ious ious b of the healing hand of science and the parental care of wise
.one of the surviving crew of a British

gether beyond the reac i (
administration. t year, tod, & British sailor . irvivi
vessel c;rr:yli‘:xg pilgrimys from Morocco 0 Jedds, dtold :txs {ad bonble. tale of morsality on
board his vessel engendered b over-crowding a8 “{;m - of due care on the part of the naval
authorities. - Not only a very g.rge numbér O the Tp;‘ grim passengers, but also the entire
crew, had succumbed to the outbreak of discase. . . e ?allor added that his ship was only
otie of many others of kind that mect with@ sit! ar fate almost every year, and piteous-
ly appealed to the Board of Trade for strict enguixies “i? this disgraceful state of affairs.
ut 20,000 lives WEre " u holera,b st year 1n the course of a single
month. The unfortunate victims, it ‘mus bcl‘ﬂ::el‘; ered, were the cream of Moslem

orthodoxy and piety from different parts of the world. - | A
PRESENT. AN INTERNATIONAL DANGER. ’

THE PILGRIMAGE AT o
i f most virtaous apd Dighbly precious blood, sustain

o i s e L Sy o
looked upon otherwiso -than with intense g% 0 world, e o Bonrevar moer e
children—nay, by all reli ious denomi = differ from us in dogmas, th r much Chris-
tians and other m‘uo:felm bodie? might lrinci’ le, and the g ia'st) feyl?re bound_to
admire the strength of convictiol; loyally t?l lc):ritci@g éimumstanceg i l;) tse -sacrifice dis.
played by the Hadjees jn such adverse ?):31 e 1n Europe find e ut experience has
taught us that ap made merely 00 700 .ourred to action lpogsxve sympathy in
few b ' t masses 10 gene(al are only, by the expectation
of sor:i‘i’gs ;saiol:,ﬂ(y); ;;dfet:: of immediate 2575 5 lbne'lﬁ:%st?:r:lflogga re;n}nd my readers that
PGO_ple of 511 shades of religions or‘lﬂ',c’lg‘w“she 4 uéll o “un ries, stand exposed to
serious dangers of death snd discas? owing o U B0, Fra rreacg of cholera among the
Meccan pilggrims = havoc caused by, £2°. plages. T ey are not likul and Russia in
1892, has taught a lesson t0 nations bl 1o o ow likely to forget, Of
°0ﬂrs’el amg rinci v , ith the welt rer%‘ Oksm)' own co-religionists, and
sbould not have troa o the British Pres® with mJ e s at all, did it not ocur to me
that the reglisation of my object 32 well as theirs his case on. co-operation.
As far as their own interests ar¢ concerned, (he ple to Izalke ca On; stand in need of the
neighbourly advice of & Asiatio—they az¢ 1.7 care of themselves; but this

Question is one o tends to prove the
reeds. . . . . )
. . sion lies.under the‘sovere;gnt_y of a powerful Moslem prince;
who i satarlly be_ cme S petet inflasncnd 1L D tatomamently pros people of his
Owa persuasion tan by the afvice ““-‘"“’""{,"‘-’i bt soluti o of ently proved fatal to his
m“g'e’ Non-Muha n efforts towards & er;tl?on On ﬁln of this question are not a
Souatey,  Non-Mh et upon Mostell (0. cnjer - Onthe other hand,a yery large
number of the ' .m,i,dr‘#n.fromyosl ms 2 ially E al!r'lTadan governance, and
is conveyed togkg“' by e’ shJ-QW“"'P seg y fng.:s men, the great carriers

of the wyoerld ’I‘he“b gﬁn mnce!‘oftbé adjees, aspasboa%ers. ‘l’lrmstance, the over-crowdin
of the vessel. nd noglect of sanitary m.eagures on r “l; sug vessels, can chiefly be reg:
dressed by the Brit e erment, which B2 T ol over a very large number of pilgrim
vessels, - Here the followers of the Prop

British public and the help of othor ™

E | MUBAMMADAN AND ENGLISH,

S PuBLIC omon-’t' has been di d

o S this question, scussed with much zeal e
i g aring the last b T, jodia, w7 S0 e ohahdin, an ttuenti)
W e M 1 press- ; Jbore, dgeued an- appeal to the Moslems of. India, in tlli

Moslem benefactors of humanity..

r._de;{gndence of different nationalities and

het are dependent for relief on the support of the



columas of the
Moslems symp2
Moiyad opened

influence calle

of the pilgrims.

been doing W

2 .

Muhammadan Observer of Calcutta in the ye .

thised heartily with the objects of the eloquenty aa;pzi?_l' InAg enlightened

its columns for the discussion of the  subject. Anglo-In dhEYPt, the E!

d the attention of the Government of India to the grievances of th papler§ of

means of powerful leading articles. in France, M. Pasteur has been Wﬁtine prigrims,
. In England their cause has been ably advocated by Mr. Erneft 1131‘ favour

1 of the English newspapers. Since three Yearea;ti;;::

British Medical Fournal and severa .
hat fittle I can to bring the grievances of the pilgrims to the notice of the

responsible authorities.
In November 1891, the Daily C hranicle published a letter of mine on the subj
supported the same by extremely sympathetic editorial remarks. The result ofs “m;cg’o“d
spondence did some good. The then Viceroy, Lord Lansdowne, happening to be in BOmgf.
ersonally inspected 2 pilgrim vesse - ut T have not yet learnt what salutary result § Y.
lowed this Viceregal inspection. 1 have reg:ewed a number of complaints and petiti ol-
from the Hadjees begging me Lo do something for them. 1drew the attention of ‘&u
Gladstone some time ago to their grievances and received a letter of sympathy from hi I
gentleman expressed astrong hope that the Sultan wo::{:i

in which the Right Honourable

do his best for the pilgrims.
During my recent visit to Constantinople and her ruler, I placed the co i
Ahmad Jalaluddin Pasha, the Sultan’s Aide-de-camp, Wrﬁgl??:iﬁgight:
wnow His Majesty’s reply. [ have lately

ilgrims before
submit the same t0 His Majesty, and let me
mmittee of enlightened Indian Moslems, who have promised me

succeeded in forming a Co
their full co-operation in bringing relief to the suffering pilgrims.

siBILITY OF THE BriTISH GOVERNMENT.

The British Government is responsible for the redress of the following grievances i

Over-crowding of itary measures on the part of the authc; i

ties on board the ship; absence of wholesome food and insufficiency of fresh water o
¢ suitable medical aid (Muhammadan lady

plied to the pilgrim passenger; absence O
patients can only be treated by female doctors, therefore every pilgrim ship must have -one

male and one {emale doctor, both understanding at least two Muhammadan lan
the East) ; absence of suitable lodgings and competent doctors at quarantine stagt‘il:x;gse s of

RESPON

Tue KORAN AND THE PLLGRlMAeE
It has been argued that one of the great _diFﬁculties in the way of effecting any im-
| 2 v eto Mecca is the extreme poverty of the
1t is also said that Islam enjoins every one of her children, be he rich or poor,
{ must, therefore, give here the provisions of :th‘e,

ilgrims.
to repair on 2 pilgrimage to ecca,
Islamic law upon the subject. The Koran says == :
ilgrimage to the House for whosoever is ableto

«There is due to God from man a p1
find his w3y there.”’

According to Sharah

Mecca is only :ncumbent upon every Moslem ‘ free healthy, adut !
subsistence and conveyance, @ little more than what, is essezmtialky t’neg::::;:s uf‘(;gg xélheans .ni
tenance of himself and his family till his return from the pilgrimage. It isya}so © mam
that the way or journey should be free from dangers to life and property.” necessary

WHAT THE SULTAN SHOULD DO.

In the opinion of those who have studied the subject, the right i N

absorbing-question consists in the appointment of a Commission -bngissl\%]:'}t;:tn . :}fw%ns all
to inquire into and report upon the grievances of the pilgrims. The Comm)i i ultaz,
essentially It should consist of the educated and enlighteneds:;;‘:e?ggd

tives of Turkis ell as a few Moslems belonging to other parts of the Muham

madan world, but acknowledging the Caliphate of Abdul Hamid.

Inter alia, the Commissioa should inquire into the following : sl :

of cholera in the Holy Land ; the burial of the flesh and bloodl.g% . T lfls?f‘;nc}gal sources

the Hadj; the condition of latrines and drainage i general ; the purit :n:;“ ced during

wa;ter su;:)phedfto th: pilgrims; the poverty of the pilgrims; the har dys hip i;;iclsncy of
ilgrims by en orced quarantine ; causes of sickness amo: . ed u

of houses occupied by ng pilgrim vessels; the condig;:

the Hadjees ; cases of extortion and offici :

means of protecting the property of the Hadjees; pre.ven.tionoof éz‘ndiigot:)m; the best
limb of the Hadjees; how to secure safe and comfortable jouraey %o the ‘?leg,hnme and

But, in qrder ;_)raoticaflﬂ\y to carry out this suggestion, two things o >
consent of His Majesty the Sultan and a sum of money sufficient t§ dalf’e necessary—the
of the Commission an to execute its recommendations. The Porte i ‘ 1ray the expenses
a great many pecuniary difficulties, and is hardly in a position to und:r:al\.:ady beset with
therefore, must come from those merely interested ?na“t fescun.-ia
anitary

risk. The am.c;ul.:x,I ° . X

improvement of Mecca an those interested in the Holy City, historical

: ly and religious!
Yo

Wikayah (a book much valued by all Siinais), Iﬁlgrima;ge‘ to

3

" As a humble admirer
. of the pres
gestion be necessa _present Sultan, I ma
:Eiritual e Homors llzy;gdsl?i sex:)lvnvgr:lteigii. a rule-:--thaty}‘ﬁ"'sn t‘ﬁ:iizt;?sgg.e.sé—indeed, if sug.
‘that tends to diminish this infl inions is pre-emin influence among h s
affection that bind s influence -among the Mosle ently a moral one. A g o
st B L L efens necarly vekens th Und o
make His Majesty unpopul Sultan to the Caliphate » there are some M
. : d uha
aeeds of his spiritual uopopular by inventing false stori and watch every o Ny
. owers. The advi ories about his indi pportunit
lies of these malcontents to the counte:‘:ilflfgito(fi é:};e Caliph cannot 53 ggaﬁezﬁnce to ch
ay. an nail the

» The principal fact th
Calinhos B Hie Majesty's elevates his position and st Sul
S T e e S e s
e et . aliph. e iud . rage Mosle .
S ool e f W Samran p Hlces e i,
) ore, to offer every possible comfor::l toL{?)dullt? Itis to the ine
e Meccan pilgrim )

THE Q ‘-
X Y.

If the present unsatisf
for s e Y | isfactory state of perso
y length of time, the following evilsl,) amor,‘lga t:)?hz::p:;{ily conltinues in the Holy Cit
v , will surely arise : i

The recurrence of th i
Thonle rect e plaguein Mecca will dimini '
of things prevgirti%nsf,rggxe:yv_:s_e qualified to visit.thedll-lnefsl:h : hé e ol the paade
lace infested with cholera (ls“l,tlgg. The Prophet has forqud 2 b falowers bz najt“es.
place infested with cholera, th?‘ a), or to leave a place sim']l l en his followers to ~visitl'e
e high spiritual blessing, l;:tr:irlsslt:fa :ﬁd' These peopl:
e great temporal

. advantage which the Hadj indirectly bestows upon the fai
f) n the faithful, namely, mutual knowledge
b

esteem, and affection engend
-and deprive many of th agen ered by persona interco -
livelihood. It meyans a]:ostu}};al‘;s Agablan subjects, d ep:;zz-n . Ilf will diminish commerce
xg);ny of ngom are men of high :i;agtl’eeat n:iogl influence to thepgﬁltge 'pnflg rims, of their
ween the System Of admi . " T an ucatiOn n; Ior the pil . "
tration i ion, cannot but pugrims,
country they come from Tl:ns in the dominions of mark the differen
stances, must tell unfa . e contrast, even after maki of the Sultan and that of he
S T kg o s v e e o e et ol cun:
irthplace of the greatest sits Arabia, the fount i slem monarch u
dition. Tt is in the 1 st mordl teacher of the world, i ain-head of true religi pon
. _ terests of h : rld, is moved to t religion and the
her ruler, that the Ao umanity and Islam, . ears at its pr
. at insanita diti , 1o less than i present con-
which the pilgrims h ry condition of the Mosl in those of Turk
ask nothing bat the ﬁ;ﬁeﬁ present to undergo, should be ggly plages, and the har?;ﬁnd
necessaries of human existence aggcfh emoved. The pilgri 151:
e*most essential 'ri
rights

ask for them In vain?

G. C. Press, w’- 798 H, b_.!';.{-g-,‘.—]gs.



INDIA OFFICE,
London, the sth Fuly 189X

REVENUE,
No. 86.

To His vacellency The Right Honourable The Governor Géneral of
. India in Council.

My LORD,

At page 1133 of the British Medical Journal was an article by Mr.
& Tane 180 : Rafiuddin Ahmad on the hardship suffered
Letter dated the 14th June 1504 by Moslem pilgrims to the Hedjaz. Mr.
Ahmad has now sent to me the enclosed representation.
2, Mr. Ahmad lays stress upon five distinct matters namely,—

(1) the ineffectiveness of the protection of pilgrims at Bombay ;

(2) the over-crowding on pilgrim vessels ;

(3) the desirability of having women doctors to examine women pilgrims
on shore, and to tend women pilgrims on ship board ; ‘

(4) the insufficiency of the fresh water supply on pilgrim ships ;
(5) the evils of the Camaran quarantine system. '

3. 1apprehend that Mr. Ahmad over-estimates the mortality on pilgrim
ships. On the outward passage from Bombay, so as far as I am informed, the
pilgrims are generally healthy and mortality is small ; though returning pilgrims
sometimes fare worse. The orders you are about to issue in connection with the

‘ recent Paris* Convention, will, when pro-
e 7‘:{"'];";,?"’*892.”93““ No. 72 (Revenue), dated perly carried out, provide adequately against

, over-crowding and insufficiency of water on
pilgrim vessels. And I shall be glad to learn how far you may deem it necessary
to take action on Mr. Ahmad’s other suggestions.

_ The Camaran quarantine station is entirely under the Turkish Govern-
. ment. But the recommendations of the Paris Convention, the representations

N

of Her Majesty’s Government, and the strenuous action of the Constantinople
Sanitary Council will, it may be hoped, have effect in obtaining some real
~amelioration of the state of affairs at Camaran.

I have the honour to be,
My LORD,
Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servant,

HENRY H. FOWLER,

CoMMON Roowm,
. MIDDLE TEMPLE, E.C.,
The 14th Fune 1894.

PDear Sir, : .

1 have the honour to place before you, as promised on Thursday last, some
he P incipal grievances of the Indian Muhammadan pilgrims to Mecca. As
;iuta re already aware, thousands of Hadjees arrive every year at Bombay on



2

, e Moslem Holy Land. A few years ago Lord
 their way t0 anie?t:;n ogx?; tc};“ed the protect};'r of pilgrims at Bombay n _order
Dufferin apgo‘;: o intereS.tS and look after the reasonable comforts of the pilgrim
to safeguar (tN doubt much good has been done by the creation of this office,
assengers. teg results have not been attained. 1 learn that the duties of this
but the expec ¢ been properly defined and that his department 15 altogether under-
officer have:r%% Government should provide him with.a good staff of assistants,

\ maéxr::é-that he and his staff are placed beyond the touch of corruption.

an

- & of the pilgrim vessels is a serious grievance. Pilgrim
The_ ove‘r,;m:v;;t%merativePtr%de and its profits are quite large enough to
~carrymgf ‘15 a cro): ding on pilgrim vessels. In the 3rd class or “ tween deck,” the
. admit 0 e?Sd ( Supé’r'ﬁcial and 54 cubic feet per head) is utterly inadequate. In
space allowe t}?e pilgrims are as 3 matter of necessity driven into ‘‘ tween decks ”
th}? m(-)tn}fg Oncfie like bees. No humane Government will ever allow such-a dis-
Zr;é:ful s)tlaté of affairs to continue. -

) . : dical examination of female plgn It
her serious grievance 1S the medic t pugnms.

<2 “‘Aﬁﬁ ;nown fact that Muhammadan ladies do not like to be examined by male

1 S

civle.  And yet the poor female pilgrims are examined, before
,&Z%g;’g;f r;r;, Ej the Hea%]th- Officer of Bombay who is generally accompanied
by the protector of pilgrims and other male officers. It is desirable that this
eiam'mation should be made by a competent Lady Doctor for the Health Officer.
It is equally necessary that every pilgrim vessel should have one male and one
female doctor on board, and that these should be able to speak the Uron language.

Muhammadan doctors, of course, should be preferred to those "belonging to other

religions.

Complaints have also been made segélfdi_ng insufficient supply of fresh water
on board the vessels. At Kumeran ‘d}_e pilgrims are accommodated in a lazaretto
and there they are overhauled and funiigated. This compulsory quarantine of 10

ys costs each pilgrim one rupee per day, which sum the poor pilgrim can ill- .

: t should come to th 1 ilgn
By e oay. The Goyemment shoul _the assistance of the pilgrm,
2ﬁgrtry tg 55{0 p such unjust and inequitable extortions. ' pen

© 1 have already explained to you ‘the .in}portance of the pilgrim question, but
1 must add here that any sympathy aﬂﬁl assistance shown by the British Govern-
ment to the Hadjees will always be agknowledged with gratitude by.a loyal and
grateful people. . '

Thanking you again for your kindness to me ersonaily and for the th
which you were good enough to express le.’ the su%erings of the i)i\gﬁms?ympa y

" Believe me, &c.,

| SR * RAFIUDDIN AHMAD.
The Right Honourable .

1. H. FOWLER, M.P,

* Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.

G. C. Fress, Simla.=No. 768 H. Di=~4.9-94—193.

~ No. .
FROM
J. P. HEWETT, Esg;, C.LE.,
Offz. Secretary to the Government of India,
To

Tue CHIEF SECRETARY To THE. GOVERNMENT oOF
. _ MADRAS.

L

Home Department..
: Sani‘tar-yh

Simla, the- September 1804.

SIR,.

I aM directed to forward'a copy of the papers noted in ‘the margin on.

' e Briteh Modion - the. subject of certain representations
- Extract from the ritish Medical Fowrnal, dated  made.by Mr. Rafiuddin Ahmad on the

From Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India, . hardships; which, it is alleged, are suffer-
No. 86 (Revenue), dated the 5th July 1894, and F ’ ged, uffer

enclosures. ed by Moslem Pilgﬁms"to ‘the -Hedjal.

2. I am to state that of the five distinct-matters; referred to by Mr. Ahmad
and summarised in paragraph 2 of the Secretary of State’s Despatch, those relat-

ing . to over-crowding and insufficiency of water on pilgrim vessels are under the

donsideration of the Government of India in connection with the Paris Convention.
mentioned by the Secretary of State. .

3. With regard to the:-suggestion made by-Mr. Alimad’as to the-desirability
of having women doctors to examine female pilgrims on shore and'to tend them
on board, I am to enquire whether, in the opinion of the Government of Mad-
ras, it would not be. possible to arrange for the inspection-of such pilgrims, before
the departure of 2 vessel from Madras, by Lady Doctors: The Government
of India are disposed to think that attendance by Lady Doctors on female.
pilgrims during the voyage is unnecessary even if it were practicable, This
is, however, a matter which may well await the issue. of the. other improvements
under contemplation.

4. T am also to request that the Government of India may be furnished with
a full report on the measures taken at Madras-for the. protection of pilgrims
before their departure.for the Hedjaz. The Governor General in Council would.

also’ be glad to receix{aany suggpstii?ps which .the Governor in Council may
wish to make for improving' matters.in. this connection.. .

I have the Konour to be;
SIR, 4
Your most obedient Servant;
]. . HEWETT,
Offg. Secretary to the Grvernment of India.,

@. C. Press, Sim'a.—No. 798 H. D,—13.9.94,~41,

i
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Extract from the British Medical Journal, dated the a6th May 1894.

THE MECCA PILGRIMS BY THE MAULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD.

“ There is due to God from men a pilgrimage untothe House for whosoever is able to find his way
there.”=AL QURaN, SURA AL INRaN.

" To be asked to give one’s views on a burning question, in these columns, is an honour
of which any person will feel proud. Im this instance,- however, duty and honour are
happily combined, because I think it a duty, especially when the time of Al Haj, or the
annual pilgrimage to Mecca, has drawn so very close, to bring the question of the mise
and hardships annually undergone by Moslem pilgrims to the notice of the British and
Tarkish authorities so far as they are respectively responsible for the protection of life and
property and due supervision of the health and comforts of the unfortunate pilgtims.

DISEASE AND DEATH AMONG THE PILGRIMS.&

Last year, as in other previous years, the ci,vilised world, during the period of the
pilgrimage, were kept duly informed by Reuter's telegrams of the daily loss of thousands
of precious and pious lives owing to the outbreak of cholera and other diseases not alto-
gether beyond the reach of the healing hand of science and the parental care of wise

‘administration. Last year, too, a British sailor, one of the surviving crew of a British ’

vessel carrying pilgrims from Morocco to Jedda, told us a horrible tale of mortality on
board his vessel engendered by over-crowding and want of due care on the part of the naval
authorities. Not only a very large number of the ’le‘lgr"? passengers, but also the entire
crew, had succumbed to the outbreak of disease. The sailor added that his ship was only

. one of many others of the kind that meet witha similar fate almost every year, and piteous-

ly appealed to the Board'of Trade for strict enquiries into this disgraceful state of affairs.
About 30,000 lives werelost, chiefly from ‘cholera, last year.in the course of a single
month. The unfortunate victims, it must be remembered, were the cream of Moslem
arthodoxy and piety from different parts of the world. _

THE PILGRIMAGE AT PRESENT AN INTERNATIONAL DANGER.

This enormous annual loss of most virtuous and highly precious blood, sustained by
Islam, must necessarily weaken and prostrate her already exhausted body, and cannot be
looked upon otherwise than with intense grief and horror by the entire number of her
children~~nay, by all religious denominations of the world, Because, however much Chris-
tians and other non-Moslem bodies might differ from us in dogmas, they are bound to
admire the strength of conviction, loyalty to P"{"F‘Plev .and the spirit of self-sacrifice ‘dis. .
played by the -Hadjees in such adverse and cnt'lcql circumstances. But.experieuce has
taught us that appeals made merely on moral basis in Burope find responsive sympathy in
few breasts only, and that masses in general are spurred to action only, by the expectation -
of sordid gain, or by fear of immediate harm. I must, therefore, remind my -readers that
people of all shades of religious or irreligious beliefs, in all countries, stand exposed to

‘serious dangers of death and disease owing to the annual recurrence of cholera among the -

Meacan pilgrims. . The havoc caused by the plague in France, Germa_n}’s and Russia in
893, hag tg:;ght a lesson to European nations which they are not likely to forget, Of
course I am principally concerned with the well-being of my own _Co-religionists, and
should not have troubled the British press. w;t'h my remarkg at §II, did it not occur to me
that the realisation of my object, as ‘well as theirs, depends in this case on co-operation.
As far as their own interests are concerned, the Europeans seldom stand in need of the
neighbourly advice of an Asiatic—~they are quite able to take care of themselves; but this
question is one which tends to prove the inter-dependence of different nationalities and
creeds. '

The immediate scene of action lies under the sovereigoty of a powerful Moslem prin
#ho will naturally be much better influsnced by the public opinion of the people of hi:
own persuasion than by the advice of aliens, Wthh, has not u}frequen.tly proved fatal to hig
country. Non-Muhammadan efforts towards the right selution of this question are not 3
little, therefore, dependent upon Moslem co-operation. On the other hand, a very large
number of the pilgrims is drawn from .Moslems under ’non-Muhax.nmad‘an governance, and
is conveyed to Arabia by Christian ship-owners, p rincipally Englishmen, the great carriers
of the world. The grievances of the Hadjees, as passengers, for instance, the over-crowdin
of thé vessels and neglect of sanitary measures on board such vessels, can chiefly be g
dressed by the British Government, which has control over a very large number of pil re-
vessels, Here the followers of the Prophet are dependent for relief on the su ortp b
British public and the help of other non-Moslem benefactors of humanity, PPOTE of the

PuBLIC OPINION—-MUHAMMADAN AND ENGLisH,

During the last four years this question has been discussed with, o
in the Muhgmmadan press. In India, my friend Mr. Mnhammad' Shl:gg?nzeal and ability

Muhammadan barrister in Lahore, issued an appeal to the Moslems of all:x dxi:ﬂgent;sl
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s of the Muhammadan Observer of Calcutta in the year 18gr. All enlightene
?\})Litlt;?ns sympathised heartily with the objects of the eloquent appeal. In Egypt,gthe Ei
Moiyad opened its columns for the discussion of the subject.. Anglo-Indian papers of
influence called the attention of the Government of India to the grievances of the pilgrims,
by means of powerful 1§admg art.x_cles. In France, M. Pasteur has been writing in favour
" of the pilgrims. In England their cause has been ;b]y advocated by-Mr. Erdest Hart, the
Gritish Medical Four nal and several of the English newspapers. - Since three years 1 have
been doing what little I can to bring the grievances of the pilgrims to the notice of the
responsible authorities. ) Lo e .
In November 1891, the Daily Chronicle publisbed a letter of mine on the subject, a'nd
supported the same by extremely sympathetic ediforial remarks. The result of this corre-
spondence did some good. The then Viceroy, Lord Lansdowne; happening to be in Bombay;
ersonally inspected a pilgrim vessel. But { have not yet learnt what salutary result fol K
ave received a nimbér of complaints and petitions

this Viceregal inspection. Ih ¢
lowed thi g do something for them. Idrew the attention of Mr

the Hadjees begging me to do i
f(l‘;?::i stone sor]ne time ago to their gnevances, and reéeived a letter of sympathy from him,

i which the Right Honourable gentleman expressed astrong hope that the Sultan would

_do his best for the pilgrims. ' ‘ » |
During my recent visit to Constantinople and her rgx,ler, I placed the com lainits of th
ilgrirﬁsgb)e-fgre Ahmad ]a[aluddm Pasha, the Sultan’s Ai .‘e'dc'-camp, 'whg promised t;
submit the same to His Majesty, and let me know His Majesty’s reply. I have la‘l:‘elj
succeeded in forming a Committee of enlightened II](?!&I!/MOS!emS, who have promised me
their full co-operation in bringing relief to the suffering pilgrims.” " ‘
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE BRITISH.GOVERNMENT. .
The British Government is responsible for the redress of the following’ grievances : -_:
Over-crowding of pilgrim vessels; neglect of sanitary measures 6n the part of the authori~
fies on board the ship; absence of wholesome food and insufficiency of fresh water
lied to the pilgrim passenger; absence of shifable medlcal. aiq (Muhammadan ‘1’:3';
atients can only be treated by female doctors, therefore every ﬁnl grim ship must have one
male ahd one female doctor, both understanding at least two Muohammadan languages of
the East) ; absence of suitable lodgings and competent doctors ‘at'quarantine, stations, -
L * THE KORAN AND THE PILGRIMAGE.
1t has been argued that one of the great difficulties in the way of effecting any e

rovement in the prest 2V Jexi
ilgrims. It is also said that Islam enjoins every one of her childrén, be he rich or poor,

D Eepair on a pilgrimage to Mecca. 1 must, therefore, give here the provisions of the
Islamic law upon the subject. The Koran says i== ' | -
« There is due to God from man a pilgrimage to the House for whosocver is ablé fo

find his way there.”

According to Sharah

Mecca is only incumbent upon € . '
subsistence and conveyance, a little more than what is essentially necessary for the main-

tenance of himself and his family till his return from thq pilgrimage. It is also necessary
that the way or journey should be free from dangers to life and property.”
WHAT THE SULTAN SHOULD DO.

In the opinion of those who have studied the subject, the right solution of this all
absorbing-question consists in the appointmentofa Commission by His Majesty the Sultan
to inquire into and ‘reFort upon the grievances of the pilgrims. The Commission should
essentially be non-political. It should consist of the educated and enlightened representa-
tives of Turkish Moslems as well as a few Moslems belonging to other parts of the Muham
madan world, but acknowledging the Caliphate of Abdul Hamid. =

Inter alia, the Commission should in uire into the following: The princi
of cholera in the Holy Land ; the burial o‘fl the flesh and blood ofg animals psacrig:ladsgz;ic: >
the Hadj; the condition of latrines and drainage in general; the purity and sufficienc gf
water supplied to the pilgrims; the poverty of the pilgrims; the hardship imposed uY :

ilgrims by enforced quarantine ; causes of sickness among pilgrim vessels; the con ditE n
of houses occupied by the Hadjees; cases of extortion and official despotism; the b:?;

means of protecting the property of the Hadjees; prevention of dangers to the life apg

Jimb of the Hadjees ; how to secure safe and comfortable journey to the pilgrims

But, in order practically to ‘carry out this suggestion, two things are necessary—the

consent of His Majesty the Sultan and a sum of®noney sufficient to defray the
of the Commission and to execute its recommendations. The Porte is alread bexpeng:e,
a great many pecuniary difficulties, and is hardly in a position to undertake aﬁ eset with
risk. The amount, therefore, must come from .those merely ‘interested in t{ Pecunia
improvement of Mecca and those interested in the Holy City, historically and reﬁg?::;ltar

; "~ ‘ 1 d y.
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" man .
2y of whom are men of high character and education, cannot but mark the d

resent system of a voyage to Mecca is the extreme poverty of.the

‘ as“l&‘fp'r them in vain?

Wikayah (a book much valued by .all Siinais), pil rima e to.
on every Moslem “ free, healthy, adult, pbssessingg' meags 3‘

3
As a humble admirer of t . :
sg;ii?t?,zlbf% l‘l‘:;::élr)zy:gd sl:)i sel:ixvg?%lz %é ;u:;?;t—lﬂﬁzyl-‘i?; tg:jzzt;?sgg‘.i%u—e‘g‘\;e:d, if sug.
;}éitc:ﬁ)idtsh;‘: ‘L‘:ng:stlll]::s t‘i)ngli:e:ceua:mnéo:hse ﬁos{:r;lzmtllz:gzlsit;ym::;k:ﬁ?thén:;t i!:% 3
ek who et il o 1 Sl o the Capt e 5, S Motane
e i e topue by, veing oS U5, RO
] ese malcontents to the counter without delay. Ph cannot do better than nail the

The principal fact th, i i '
Caliphate | 1pal fact that eleva.tes his position and strength S s |
T o L R
Stltan § : out the Caliph. He judges the \ m outside
terests.orfot;:ewshaltt:e sees of his administration ‘in gMecca Z,‘:}V ﬁ:;i?xaf cltpl‘.eShge‘Of the-
ultan, therefore, to offer everg possible comfort to the Mecean 1;"1 to the in<
, ilgrim, -~

THE CoNSEQUENCES OF A “ LAISSEZ ALLER” PoLicy

If the pres’ent unsatisf. "
p Lunsatisfactory state of pgrson and pr i :
or any length of time, the following evils, gmong othlc:r;),p :vl;'l:ly s::en]‘;x::-?:el.n the Holy City

The recurrence of th i il di
Thon e plaguein Mecca will  diminish the ' the ' Had:ax
o i e, b quled vt Howeof o i o e
place infested with cholora (Wabs). or 1o leant o clar 1 Orpidden his followers to visit o
will not only be depri 2 oy b to'lt;ave a%la.,c? Sy ituated. These people
. adv 0 prived 'of tlge‘ high- spiritual blessing, bat also o ' cse _people
Qtetﬁagai (vivgg‘:h :_he Hadj tmdnrectlg\ybestow:ﬁ:fon the ffi’thful, ;l::;:]); th;u furaiai temporal
and de;')rive maec ion engendered by persomal intercourse. It will 'diminish oedge,
livelibood, - It nl;y of the Sultan’s Arabian subjects, dependent upon the pilori S of s
- 1t.means also the loss of great moral influence to the. Sultan‘-pfcﬁ' lttgzjlgggqlelr
between the s ini ion- i : {Rezence
ystem of administration' in the dominio ifference
o _ ns of t
s‘:ﬂg tx,g:ytcorlne from.. The contrast, even after. making dm:1 ‘ealilg?r?c:nfgr ﬂ;?t of the
earth, ’The'stht'e | unfavourably against the prestige. of the greatest Moslem mo‘; h o
birthplace of ; hmkmg Moslem who visits Arabia, the fountain-head of true rel; io’: reh upon
dition, Ttk e greatest moral teacher of the world, is moved to tears at its S resent e
her raler, ¢1 t“:ht e.mtex:estg._ of hur{u}n:ty and Islam, no less than in those ofpl'-I‘esell: t con-.
which the 5 the insanitary condition of the ‘Mbslen holy places, and the ';,r €y and
ask no‘:hiuB bgnms have at present to undergo, shoald be at once rerr;oved ’1‘; atdships
of Citinon. l‘g ut the barest necessaries of human existence and the most es S ng.“m?
1p; nameiy,-pu_re‘ air, pure'water, and security of life and propett;enté;aj?tghl:s '
A : l:’“. o ,...‘;:. : e . y*
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INDIA OFFiCE,
- London, the sth _‘7uly}1<5’94 |

REVENUE,
No. 86.

To His Excellency The Right Honourable The G -
India in Council. overnor General of -

My LORD,
‘ At page 1133 of the British Medical Journal was an article by Mr
Leter dated the 1th June 1894 ) Eaﬁld?m Ah_magl on the hardship suffereci
_by Moslem pilgrims to the Hedjaz. M
enclosed representation. - Bl

Ahmad has now sent to me the
five distinct matters namely,—

2, Mr. Ahmad lays stress upon
(1) the ineffectiveness of the protection of pilgrims at Bombay ; :

(2) the over-crowding on pilgrim vessels ;.
(3) the desirability of having women doctors to examine women 1 |
on shore, and to tend women pilgrims on ship board ; p! grlms ‘

(4) the :sufficiency of the fresh water supply-on pilgrim ships ;

(5) the evils of the Camaran quarantine system.

. 1 apprehend that Mr. Ahmad over-estimates. the mortality on pilgrim
ships? Onptjixe outward passage from Bombay, so as far as [ am i}rrlform&}g?hrg
pilgrims aré generally: healthy and mortality is small ; though returning pilgrims
sometimes fare Worse The orders you are about to issue in connection with the
' : recent Paris* Cenvention, will, when pro-

® My recent Despatch No. 72 (Revenue), dated perly carried out, provi dea dequately against
the gt June 18040 . over-crowding and insufficiency of water on
shall be glad to lear® how far you may deem it necessary

ilgri ls. Andl
pilgrim vesse's n Mr:-, Ahmad'’s other suggestions..

to take action 0 ‘
. The Camaran quarantine station is entirely under the Turkish Govern-

ment. But the recommendations of the Paris Convention, the representations

of Her Majesty’s Government, an the dst_r;nmus ﬂacnop of the Constantinople

Sanitary Council will, it may be hoped, have effect in obtaining some real

amekioration of the state of affairs at Camara- : ~

1 have the honour to be,

My LORD,

your { ordship’s most obedient, humble Servant,

‘ . HENRY H. FOWLER. |
- . COoMMON RooM,

MIpDLE TEMPLE, E.C.

The 14th Fune 1894. |

Dear Sir - ' '
: ce before yOU as promised on Thursday last, some

I have the honouf to Pl? the Indian vhammadan pilgrims to Mecca. As

Hadjees armive every year at Bombay on

of the principal grievances 9
you are I;,lreaé);l aware, thousands of
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their way tq and return from the Moslem Holy Land. A few years ago Lord
Dufferin appointed an officer called the protector of pilgrims at Bombay in order
to safeguard the interests and look after the reasonable comforts of the pilgrim
passengers. No doubt much good has been done by the creation of this ogl‘e,
but the expected results have not been attained. 1 learn that the duties of this
officer have not been properly defined and that his department is altogether under-
manned. The Government should provide him with a good staff of assistants,
and see that he and his staff are placed beyond the touch of corruption.

 The over-crowding of the pilgrim vessels is a serious grievance. Pilgrim
carrying 1s a very remunerative trade and its profits are quite large enough to
admit of less crowding on pilgrim vessels. In the 3rd class or “ tween deck,” the

space allowed (g superficial and 54 cubic feet per head) is utterly inadequate. In -

the monsoons the pilgrims are as a matter of necessity driven into ' tween decks ”

where they die like bees. No humane Government will ever allow such a dis-
.graceful state of affairs to continue.

. Another serious grievance is the medical examination of female pilgrims. It
1s a well-known fact that Muhammadan ladies do not like to be examined by male
doctors, on. principle. And yet the poor female pilgrims are examined, before
 leaving Bombay, by the Health Officer of Bombay who is génerally accompanied

by the protector of pilgrims and other male officers. It is desirable that this
examination should be made by a competent Lady Doctor for the Health Officer.

It is equally necessary that every ‘pilgrim vessel should have one male and one -

female doctor on board, and that these should be able to speak the Uron language.

Muhammadan doctors, of course, should be preferred to those belonging to other,

religions.

Complaints have also been-made regarding insufficient supply of fresh water
on board the vessels. At Kumeran the pilgrims are accommodated in a lazaretto
and there they are overhauled and-fumigated. This compulsory quarantiile of ‘10
~ days costs each pilgrim one rupee per day, which sum the poor P‘lg"m canill-
afford to pay. The Government should come to the assistance of the pilgrim
and try to stop such unjust and iequitable extortions. - -
dy explaiged to you the .importance of the pilgrim question, but
I mu:th:gg z'tlal;'?thyat ;ilr,ly- mpathy and assistance shown by_ the British Govern-
ment to the Hadjees will always sbe. acknowledged with gratitude by a loyal and
grateful people. . L o A
' Thanking you again for your kindness t6 me personally“and for the sympathy
which you were good enough to express for the sufferings of the pilgrims.

 Believe me, &c.,

The Right Honourable
' H'H.FOWLER,MP, - | |
B , 'Hcr Majesty’§ Secretary of State for India.
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Extract from the British Medical Sournal, dated the a6th May 1894

THE MEccA PILGRIMS BY THE MAULVI RAFIUDDIN  AHMAD.

“ P to God from men-a pilgrimage untothe House for L ) )
there.’:r—hﬁ*ag:::. Sura Ax.,ll;ux.P grimage uyt ' .whosoever- is able .to find .his way
To be asked to give one’s views ona burning question, in these colu .
of which any persongwill feel proud. In this instance, hawever, dut;' I:g(si' 1;:::; Egnour
happily combined, because I think it a duty, especially' when the time of Al Haj, ‘or :.}:'e
annual pilgrimage to Mecca, has drawn so very close, to bring the question of the mise e
and hardships annually undergone by Moslem pilgrims to the notice of the British and
Turkish authorities so far as they are respectively responsible for the protection of life al:;d
property and due supervision of the health and comforts of the unfortunate pilgrims,

DISEASE AND DEATH AMONG THE PILGRIMS. .

Last year, as in other previods years, the civilised world, during the period of ¢
pilgrimagg, were kept duly informed by Reuter’s telegrams of the daily 1ossp of thousiufg: :
of precious and pious lives owin to the outbreak of cholera and other diseasgs not alto.
gether beyond the reach of the. ealing hand of science and the parental care ‘of wige
administration. Last year, too, a British sailor, one.of the surviving crew of 4 British
vessel carrying pilgrims from Motocco to Jedda, . told us a horrible' tale of ‘mortality on’
board his vessel engendered by over-crowding and want of due care on the part of the naval
authorities. Not only a very large number of the.ﬁ_‘gnn} passengers, but also the entire
crew, had succumbed to the outbreak of discase. , 1 e sailor added- that his ship was only
one of many others of the kind that meet with a similar fate almost every year, and piteous-
ly appealed to the Board of Trade for strict enql!]l‘“‘?s into this disgraceful state of affairs.
About 20,000 lives werelost, chiefly from cholera, last year in the course of a single
month. The unfortunate victims, it must be remembered, were the cream of Moslem
orthodoxy and piety from different parts of the-world. .

TS PILGRIMAGE AT PRESENT AN INTERNATIONAL DANGER. .

. : i d highly precious blood, sustaine
This enormous annual loss of most virtuous an ghly pr s blood, sustained b
Islam, must necessarily weakenand prostrate her already exhausted body, and cannot bZ

' -ee. than with intense grief and horror by the -entire number
looked upon otherwise. L2 ominations of the world. Because, however mucll-xoélnl':’::~

children——nay, by all religious denomine C )
tians and othi’r ion-Moslg:m bodies might differ .‘f‘izm usd in .dogmas, they are bound. to
admire the strength of conviction, loyalty to P‘f“.cc’ali » ,and the spirit of self-sacrifice dis.
played by the Hadjees in such adverse and critical grcugnstanpes. But experieace has
" taught us.that appeals made merely o0 moral basis in Tope find responsive sympathy in
few breasts only, and that masses lq‘general are sptlr:e l‘i:o a;ctlon only, by the expectation
of sordid gain, or by fear of jmmediate harm. Ib':"}s f’ ther enor e, remind my .readers that
people of all shades of religioas or irreligious ie s,lm all countries; stand exposed to
serious dangers of death disease owing to the ann}:aFrecur rence of cholera among the
Mecean pilgrims.  The havoc caused by the Pmem:;l t;a““e» Germany, and Russia in
189a, has taught -a lesson to- European, “mumibe‘ ey are not likely to forget.. Of
course | am principally concerned with the -_Wh 1ng °k my.own co-religionists, and
should not have troubled the British press witk m)('i rema:ir s at all, did it not occur to me
that the realisation of my object, as- las‘th:'hrs’ Euipen 5 10 t{‘dls case on_ co-operation.
As far as their own interpsts are concerned, gbl t:l::;ns seldom stand in need of the
neighbourly advice of an_Asiatic—they are quite f‘d e p e care of themselves; but this’
question is one which- tends to prove the iater-dependence of different nationalities and
. ":uefll?l;  mediate scene of action lies under the sovereighty of a powerful Moslem princé-
who wil? :mturall be much better in_ﬁ_uencedhl_’yhﬂl:e pul:lgcfomeon of the people of his
own persuasion t{an by the advice of aliens, Wh‘c . l?ts nol infrequently proved fatal to his
country. | Non-Muhammadan efforts towards the ﬂgo : SB‘:“:‘L“ of this question are not a
o Sopeeas spo e cooperov, O35, s fend < vy L
nu ilorims is. draw ; N e ' vernance, and
is ;}::.‘;;igh ;g&g"ﬁ;@b Christian shi -owners, principally l?ng.hshmen, the ‘great cai‘riers
of the world. The grievances of the adjees,..astgaf::%ers, or instance, the over-crowdin;
of the vessels and neglect of sanitary measures O o such vessels, can chiefly be re-
dressed by the Britis -Govemulent""’,”"’hh‘“s d 3 ve:' ,fa. very large number of- pilgrim
resed by e the followers of the Prophet are cepercent ot relief on the support of the
British public and thehelp of othex pos-Moslem 5eae actors of humanity. -
PuBLIC OPINION-~-MUHAMMADAN AND: ENGLISH, ,
. i ion has been discussed with .
During the last four years this question, sed with much zeal and abjj;

in the Muhgmmadan press. In India, my df‘“nfi Mr. Mubammad Shahdin, an inﬂu:)[;ltli:y[
Mubammadan barrister in Lahore,-1ssuc an appeal to the Moslems of India, in the

Y



.3

2 I3
. . . : As a humble admirer of the present Sultan, I.ma Ventufet . N
Lumas of the Muhammadan ObSgrver of Calcutta in the year 18gr. All enl htened o of the enture to suggest—indeed, if sug-
‘;X(fs'fé?ns sympathised heartily with the objects of the eloquent appeal. In Egypti‘the El : geyt,u;x;jbe necessary todsgi ezlﬂtggzii:imle-;-tw His Majesty's influence, amo ﬁ;i‘i
Anglo-Indian " papers of . .spiritual followers beyond.his_ows, COMPG’S is, pre-eminently. a moral ‘ane,, Anythin
PR :that tends to.diminis. this influence among the-Moslems necéssarily weakens the bopd of -~ «

Moiyad opened its columns for_the. discussion- of ‘the subject.
influence called the attention of the Government of India to the grievances of the pilgrims, ‘ N fection that binds
by means of powerful leading articles. . In France, M. Pasteur has been writing in favour : -affection that binds
of the pilgrims.  madans who dispute
British Medical Fowrna |
been doing what little | can to bring the grievances of th

responsible autHorities.

1and several of the English newspapers. = Since three years I have :
S - s . . needs of his spir A . :
e pilgrims to the notice of the E':s :f thesl: ngalcontents to the counter without delay. "

The principal fact that el

In November 1891, the Dasly Chrenicle published a.letter of mine ot the subject, and : , et s
moathetic. editorial re AR Caliphate i3 His Majesty’s gua
supported the same by extremely Sym athebc-ed;ton;l remar ks. The gesult of: -thxs corre- ’ littie about the Caliph.  He jubiges the power and the: n
spondence did some good. The then Yiceroy, Lord L.ansdowne, happeningto be in Bombay, ggg:y ff:,:v::h;f ?e\séés of. his .administrationy i Mecca gnd Medina. éitpgsttl‘)getﬁi txl:’ .
_ therefore, to, offer every pass; jile comfort to the Mecean pilgtim. in-

ersonally inspected 2 pilgrim vessel. :But T have not yet learnt what saluta | '
Fowed thi)s’ Vic%ré al inspection. 1have received anuymbe'r of complaints gx; e;:tlittif;s terests of the S,nlm,
from the Hadjees begging me to do. something for them. I.drew the attention of Mr. e -
Gladstone some time ago to their griévanices, and received a letter of sympathy from him, ~ 'Tug CONSEQUEN o
in which the Right Honourablesgentlemian expressed a strong hope that the Sultan would It the present unsatisfactory state of p
' . | | for any length of titme, the follq‘winfg'gvxlsf,

do his best for the pilgrims. o

During my te

AL 3 2

3

cent visit to Constantinople and her ruler, I placed the complaints of the " The récdrreiice of the plaguein_ feces. Wil
Y'honsands of persans, otherwise qualificd to v

pilgrims before Ahmad Jalal “‘1di‘:‘ Pasha, the Sultan’s  Aide-de-camp, who promised to

submit the same to His Wajesty, and Jet me know His Majesty’s reply. I have latély R e visiting, . The

. succeeded in forming a Commxtteeﬁ! enlightened Indian'Moslemis, ﬁ’h%'{:av‘e pl‘ozn",is‘e:lt nl)’e ggtcheug?é sl::i"::égdcgggzi?g, ;\bﬁ’), o Jear :
will not only be deprived of the hig be‘igo ritia

© their full co-operation in bringing réﬁeg'go the suffering pilgrims.
o sty tb i BRrs : ad]. indirectly bestow
advantage which the I-{aé*;% irect] § persb

The British Government i responsible for the redress of the following grieﬁnces tom '
Over-crowding of pilgrii vessels ; neglect.of sanitary measures on the part of the authori- livelibood. 1t means also Sty \agacter-and: ion, cannot but mark 'the differenc
ties on board the sbip; absence of wholesoate -food and insufficiency B fecsh water a0 v/ of '"ﬁ’dmy‘ by 5525-"‘-‘?;?&%&@ the deminions of the Sultan and that of the
lied to the pilgrim passenger; absesige of suitable medical aid (Mvhammadan - m‘; ' bt e.’s from, Theco - ’mnd o e o a“d,»w@mé e e
. country they come i iy ntr nsastt'tbe“?i' jgm.0f- the greatest Moslem monarch upori
vourhbly agal wfountain-head of true religion and the =

stances, must tell unfs ains! sk
earth, . The thinking Moﬂenmhamh,?rahm
birthplace of the greatest moral teacher 0
dition. It'is in the interesta.of ;l;lu_l?@mty., ‘
her ruler, that the ,jnsagitéq;,cgn@tiﬁon of
which the pilgritis have Wt'present to

P - dose
-+ atients can only be treated by female dactors, therefore every pilgrim shi ,
?nale and one female doctor, -bqthlnn.dg'rﬁ;gndix;g at least: tWoU ulngamm:daiml::téfx‘:;:soﬁ '
the gast) ; absénce of suntable.loflg;?g‘g;?d »c’cv)mpc:ztentvdocbors at:quarantine stations,

' THE KoRAN"AND ‘THE PrecRihcE.

evates his position andiStrengthens t
rdianship of the holy.shrines, The average Moslem outside

cas oA * LAISSEZ-ALLER ” POLICY.

them to his august person.; i Unfortunately, there are s
i ¢ : the title of the Sultan to the Caliphate and watch eve ome Muham. . -

In England their cause has been ably advocated by Mr. Ernest Hart, the -to make His Majesty unpopular by inventing false, stories "about his i:;?grgffﬁ?‘xl -
' itual followers.  The advisers of the Caliph caanot do better than nail,ti;

he Sultan’s claim. ,t'ol the

G SRS . . S

erson and property continges in the Holy  City

among'p't};jers, will surely a‘iiée T .!y';nCltfy

3 fﬁimﬁhish-;the ‘number of the ' Hadje

h House of God, ‘will be, in the’na]ti?e‘

The Prophsthas forbidden his followers to visit g

¢ tp Jeave aplace simildcly situated. These: people

. . blessing,” but also of the gréat temporal

Russonstarate ‘Oh THE BRI A upgn the faithful, ﬁamtghy,dmutual knowledge, . -

_ RESPONSIBILITY ‘OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT., esteem, and affection engen ered’ al- igercourse. will diminish commerce
el oot ;e 4 3 . N . i » . )

: om, and affectioh T8 s Aabian subjebisicdependent upon the pilgrims, of thei

and deprive many of &:,, the loes of great mot s!}i’gﬂue:‘ pfluence to the Sultan ; fo:the’pilgrim:

the workd, is moved to tears at its present com- -
?'pd- Iﬁlg-hsfwlg;; than'in those of Turkey and
the Moslem holy places, and the har hips
-4t be at once removed. The. pilgrims -
¥ f huntaw kistence and the most essential rights

. It has been érgued that one o{uvtﬁwe}{ dificulties i:i the we B .

- i the great dif y of effecting any im- i o pilgrims hav rest

provement 1o the present system of a yoyage to Mecca is, the extreme. pdve ask nothing but the barest #::f:gﬂi_ i of Wuta e ity of life and pro ; ights

pilgrims. . It is also said that Islam enjoias every one of her: children, be he :i‘: o:f the of citizens gp,.‘ijlam.el%, p fﬁn-ﬁ ui' evvater, “ff“fv',,f? y o 1 aid p‘mperty Sha]l they

to repair on a pilgrimage to Mecca. 1 must, therefore, give here the provisions oE the 28k for thed in vain? =~ 7 i s T,
Rl e o N .“i ’. 3 ;;"%}2 q‘ . e : i .

Islamic law upon the subject. The Koran says :~ v
« There is due to God from mau a pilgrimage to the House for whosoever is adle to S

find his way there” . B
According to Sharah Wikayah {a book much valued by all Sinni . . S e
Mecca is only incumbent upon every Mosjem ‘ free, healthy, ya d3“ lt,su;:;:z; s&ilgnmage :’i TR
gubsistence and conveyance, a little more than what is essentially necessa fc;gr t&eans i s R
tenance of himself and his family till hig return from the pilgrimage. lt‘i:yalso n T esnary Dun b B
~ that the way or journey Shb“}d be free f_l't?m dangers to life and property.” . ‘ L SR
o ' 57 N Y. ) i ' "t 17.‘ .(‘ ";u; 3’1:\'f3%!"g = ‘
' WHAT THE SULTAN SHOULD DO. ' | B are s b:&m )

absorbing.'guestion consists in the-appoigtment of a Commission by His Majesty the Sulta: , e 10 IR BRI,

to inquire into and report upon the grievances of the pilgrims. ] =
essentially be nOn'P°Y‘t“3al' [t Sh"‘ﬂg?pmist of the ed?xégted :na.l;‘ﬁ;g%mé':‘“,‘: . s S S -
tives of Turkish Moslems as well as a few Moslems belonging to-oth&i‘pm‘.'&‘megu”nh’ B PRLITS VN TR I e e .
nadan world, but acknowledging the Caliphate of Abdul Hamid. ~ ~ . uham- ' L :
Inter alia, the Commission should {aguire into the following:. The princival sourc v el b
of cholera in the Holy Land; the barial o the flesh and blood of asimals. saceibesd Gusie g b e B e el
the Hadj; the condition of latrines and drainage in genetal; the  purity and-sufficien AT ” . ;;’;A ' : e ild 1, Y X
the Had] i o the pilgrims ; the Boverty of the plgrima; the  bardship imposed. wp s e Rl proran sedale g
Bt S Quatantne : catacs o ickmess amovg plgrm veueley the condibon T A LApACEE M S
D rees accupied by the Hadjees ; cases’ of estortion .and official despoltam; the beat S s B
means of protecting the property of the Hadjees;. prevention of dangers to the life and et N idbp b, el abr
e thta Hadjees ; how to secure safe and comfortable journey to the pilgrims, . = - fairy s 8T 0
Baut, in order practicaﬂy to carry out.this suggestion, two- things ave necess - m . ‘ff“"‘:“: u f.f:i)fi “",;rf’},:;?u Mue I IR
consent of His Majesty the Sultan and a siim of money sufficient to defray the ex Y g '53541"Tc‘€1‘ | cooitnhoasmitor
O he Commission and to execute its recommendations. The Porte is already beset with gt ity 8 8 IR
a great many pecumary difficultics, and * hatdl’ y aposmon to undertake.an Pec‘mi"! h {" Iv S -l-ﬂ;r%} 5:‘-‘1;;.1'4« gl ol o .
risk. The amount, therefore, must come from those merely interested in the sanitary e i GG %’*-”9‘3%’33?:"‘9‘9""‘9&

improvement of Mecca and those interé!té‘d"xh the Hety City, historically and religiously.

P



, INDIA O.FFICE,
. o London, the 5th Fuly 1894,

REVENUE,
No. 86.

: . .Ho&ourabl'e The Governor General of
To His Excellency The R‘ﬁ‘:ﬁa in Council.

My Lorp, . _
Medical Journal was an article by Mr.

At page 1133 of _‘be British Rafiuddin Ahmad on the hardship. suffered
Letter datod the tqth Jave 1854 by Moslem pilgrims to the Hedjaz, Mr.
' " tation. :
the enclose@eprgsen
Ahmad has now sent lt: m:uess upon,ﬁi',?aisa“‘:t matters namely,—
2, Mr. Altnﬂ; cﬁ):enas of the pl;!‘,f,ei;ﬁon of pilgrims at Bombgy;
(1) theineite ’

. ) Is :
. M on ﬂgl'i 2 ! . . .
(3) the ovef-crc.n.vdmfhav;g women doctors to examine women pilgrims
(3) the de"m}”l::;);doto tend women pilgrims on ship board ;
4) the insu N

msantine system.

M Camafan @ﬂ'l . ’ . .
(5) the e\plS of the Ahmad pver-estimates the mortality on pilgrim
3. I apprehend that Mr. from Bowrbay, so as far as I am informed, the
ships, On the outw pas’aged moplity is small ; though returning pilgrims
pilgrims are genefa“Y healthy &% od are about to issue in connection with the
sometimes fare worse. 1he oﬂ}l&fs YO cent Paris* Convention, will, when pro-
) rly carried out, provide adequately against
® My recent Despatch No. 73 (Revesteh over-crowding and insufficiency -of water on
7th Juas 1894, 1ad to Jeam how far you may deem it necessary

dated -

pilgrim vessels. And I Shal(li ,geofba'wtions-
to take action on Mr. Abmz . ot - % .is entirely under the Turkish Govern-

4. The Camaran quarantin€ 5 ofthe Paris Convention, the répresentations
ment. But the recommendatlonsd e strenuous action of the Constantinople
of Her Majesty’s Govefume:t, 1‘; hdpéd: have effect in obtaining some real
Sanitary Council will, it ™ g;'lm Camaran.

at

amelioration of the state of e .
- ‘ oration 0 , f -~ 1 have the honour to be,

, My LORD,
. Your L oﬁgﬁl”s most obedie‘nt; humble Servant,
'HENRY H. FOWLER,
' CoMMON RooMm,

MiDDLE TEMPLE, E.C., '
The 14th Fune 1894.

Dear Sir, | ; ﬁ;,ﬂ 2 prom '
, A , as’promised on Thursday last, some
I have the honour to P’?‘:&e Indian Muhammadan pilgrims to Mecca. As

;i utl;e princic{:alagn;;vatnh‘f:s:n ds of Hadjees arrive every year at Bombay on
re already )

i)

‘&



 their wa& to and return from the Moslem Holy Land. A few years ago Lord

" Dufferin appointed an officer called-the’protector of pilgrims at Bombay in order

the interests and look after the reasonable ¢ : i
?ﬁ:::ﬁg:? No doubt much good has been done by the creation of = this ©

ble comforts of the. pllgxm
ce,

but the expected results have not begn aftained. ' 1 léarn.that the duties of this

¢ been properly definednd that his department is altogether under-
Qiﬁci;llla‘{?ﬁ% vagrﬁmgnt should'pﬁde him with a good staff of assistants,
gﬁf s ee.thaf he and ,_his staff are placgd ;hgyond the‘t'o‘uch of corruption. . '

‘g

. KE . - . ’ e -
. over-crowdingyof the pilg ybssels is,a: serious griévarce. "1:’11,‘;'1'1‘,"l B
dmit of less crowding on pilgrim Vil . In the 3rd class or ““tween deck,” the
a ce allowed (9 superficial and 54 : feet per head) is utterly inadequate. lg
Slli)a onsoons the pilgrims are as a tlter of necessity dnven nto * tween decks.
:v}?exri they die like bees. No  hug {overnment. will ever allow. such a -dis-
graceful state of affairs to continue, e RN \ ’
S ‘ aus grievance is § ical examination of female pilgrims. It
v V‘xfﬁi}:ﬁ&e&f& t%;tMuham” s dies do not like to be examined by male .
S 1ds tors, on principle. And yet the By’ female pilgrims are examhined, before
L ogoct "Bombay, by the Health Off ombay who is generally ‘accompanied
= ‘bavglegitotector’ of pilgrims-and '¢ nale officers. It is desirable that this = °
by R P ould be miade by a cafpeterit Lady Doctor for the Health' Officer.
A sally necessary that every/dighiin vessel should have: onemale and one
' female doctor on board, and that t 'qumd. be able to speak the Uron language.
'+ Muhammadar doctors, of course, ghMiiabe preferred to those belonging jo.other
religions. . S R s R |
T om plaints have also been AG N d{ng,xnsgﬁc1e_pt,supply".qf. fresh : water
on board the vessels. At Komergn: grims asé-accommodated in & lazaretto . <.
and there they are overhauled and fugigged.  This compulsory guamantine of 10
days costs each pilgrim one rupse gt Agy, which stm the poor pilgrim. can ill-
ﬁz 'd to pay. The Government shedg gcome to_ the assistance of ‘the pilgrim -
':nd try to stop such unjust and inSqufiRIe extorlions. -.,, Tl
I have already explained to.yat fhffsgmportapoeof *‘hg ,va%"?‘!@}?“tu#
I must add here that any sympathy. and agsistance Sh.’gn) Yiboc SIS over ©
. ment to the Hadjees will always be : ledged with graltudelby a Wyal and - =
grateful people. n k} 3 t o alldio &esfmwl;ﬂ e
nking you again for your kindfiggs to me personally andl lor the symp p

Believe me, .

ks

: ,:i‘he‘.Right Honou?able S

ERA H. H. FOWLER) :M.P.\’ K

" Her Majlestyfs Sec‘:rét'm;c{f State for India.

) ' ' . BEaN
.- - ” -, ARY
. : : . [ . -
g e .
1 L8 . o | A
N e "
. - - f . .
’ o \ oo S .
. i s . : v
5 N v, . e

G. C. Fress, Simia:— "‘.q‘,’ 768 H, D'—4'9'94f’93'

.
A ;
YA

;} M

dr

ey, vl
v D AT,

. L
i A ; - L S0 . A‘w )

., RAFIUDDIN AHMAD.

W
Ve

. e



	Image00021
	Image00022
	Image00023
	Image00024
	Image00025
	Image00026
	Image00027
	Image00028
	Image00029
	Image00030
	Image00031
	Image00032
	Image00033
	Image00034
	Image00035
	Image00036
	Image00037
	Image00038
	Image00039
	Image00040

