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Muhammadan Pilgrim Agents.

icati sin officers lettor for
Commumo:l:;n%}ot%rie;tent of India requesting
roport f]-O!‘n’es may be instituted for the purpose
et e the truth of the allegation that -—}
of m?mnéﬁtgry appropriate a large portion of
tlﬁe tl;ll(s)ng; subscribed to defray the expenses o

indigent pilgrims to the Hed]az.
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92 12ra SepreMBER 1894, No. 669, PusLic. )

ExtrAcT from a letter from the India Office i:o1 8the Forei
, 94.

Mr. Secretary Fowler proposes to send copy of the present correspondence to the Govye
of India in order that they may be aware of the views of the Constantinople Sanitary Cr;l:xllz!illt
and of the information contained in Sir P. Currie’s letter concerning the action of pilgrim agents’
in Bombay.

gn Office, No. 724, dated the 30th May

Extracr from the report of the Superior Board of Health, dated the 10th April 1894.

Dr. Sabuzzi expresses the conviction that the restrictive measures im osed by .
ments in connection with the departare of pilgnms.for Meecea have nI:)t for ghe?:n gbg;)::e{}x:e
prohibition of a religious custom, but really the_proteefclon of their sabjects from dap gers inheront
in this pilgrimage. The British Governrpent, in the interests of its Indian subjects, should ado ¢
measures similar to these, for, at the time of the pilgrimage, Bombay, Calcutta’, and Madrga
become the centres of a veritable slave trade. In fact, says Dr. Sabuzzi, it is notorious that to-
day the institution of pilgrim vessels, the.absur(.l price de.mande.d for the voyage, and above al] the
custom adopted by rich Muhammadans with a view to gain credit for the future life of despatchi
to the holy places a mass of paupers for the purpose of there performing jq djis, haye Oompletlgig
altered the character of the pilgrimage; Calcutta, Madras and Bombay become centres for th{a
export of human flesh, and, through the medium of brokers, many poor [

ndia
for the hadj, of whom one-half and even fewer never returned to their country, e are embarked

OrpEr—dated 12th September 1894, No. 669, Public.

Communicated to all District Magistrates and the
Madras, foreearly report and remarks with reference to the |
from the Government of India.

Commissioner of Police,
ast paragraph of the letter

(True Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary,

To all District Magistrates.
» the Commissioner of Police.

Exd. Shaik Kareem,
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT,

Reap—the following paper :—

From J. P. HEWETT, Esq., c.LE., Officiating Secretary to the Government of
India, to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras, dated Simla,

the 29th August 1894, No. 217-7 Sanitary.

I am directed to forward an extract from a Despatch of Her Majesty’s Secretary
of State for India, No. 66 (Revenue),
Extslmclt sir(ix{n Si{SIE)):l Currie’s letter No. 34, dated  dated the 31st May 1894, together with

e ay . 1

Eximct from a letter from the India Office to :exlglg‘crgsg%?etggﬁggézza;ﬁggoﬁegj
;lzyFlogan Uttice, No. 724, dated the 30th hammadan pilgrim agents in this country.
Extract from the reﬁort of the Superior Board 2. It has been reported to Her Ma-
of Health, dated the 10th April 1894. Jesty’s Ambassador at Constgntinople that
: these agents are employed by wealthy
Muhgmmadans, who subseribe large sums to defray the cost of the journeys of indigent
pilgrims to the Hedjaz. Such pilgrims, it is said, do not, as a rule, undertake the
pilgrimage of their own initiative, but are set in motion by the agents who appropriate
a large portion of the money subscribed. The result complained of is that many
pllgnms who proceed to the Hedjaz are left in a destitute condition on their arrival
In Arabia.

3. T am to request that, with the permission of His Excellency the Governor in
Council, inquiries may be instituted for the purpose of ascertaining to what extent
such practices prevail. Should the inquiries show that Dr. Dickson’s allegations
are correct the Government of India will be glad to be favoured with the views of
the Government of Madras as to the measures to be adopted to remedy the evils
complained of.

ENcLOSURES.

Extracr, ph 2, from Despatch of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India. N ., 66
- peregm (Revenue), dated the 31st May 1894. % No. 66

¢2. I should be glad to be informed of any action you may take after ascertaining the facts in
regard to the transactions of pilgrim agents, on the proceedings of whom Sir P. Currie remarks.

s

ExTracT, paragraphs 2 and 3, from Sir P. Currie’s letter, No. 84, dated the Ist May 1894,

2. I am informed by Dr. Dickson that the indigent pllgnms' ims do not, as a
the pilgrimage of their own initiative, but that they are set in motion by agentzu?;]u?:ega%"'
ea.rthy Muhammadans, who subscribe large sums of money to defray the cost of the L OY y
It appears that the brokers to whom the money is entrusted appropriate a large portion ] fll_!'neys.
that the pilgrims are in consequence left destitute on their arrivaﬁ in Arabia and g orf it, and
pay their sanitary fees and other expenses. e unable to
3. Dr. Dickson suggests that a remedy might be found for this st ..
ment could be made iy which the subscriptions should be received ?)’O:utt}}lll;gmuf :; ::::n -
an

applied by them for the benefit of the pilgrims.
He believes that if this were done the funds subscribed ud ;
defray the cost of the pilgrimages. Wwould in most cases ho sufficient to
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Extract, paragraph 3, from Despatch of Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India, No.
66 (Revenue), dated the 31st May 1894.

2. I should be glad to be informed of any action you may take after ascer-
taining the facts in regard to the transactions of pilgrim agents, on the proceed-
ings of whom Sir P. Currie remarks. '

o
A

Extract, paragraphs 2 and 3, from Sir P. Currie's letter No. 34, dated the 1st May 1894. é

2.1 am informed by Dr. Dickson that the indigent pilgrims do not as arule
undertake the pilgrimage of their own nitiative, but that they are set in motion
by agents employed by wealthy Muhammadans who subscribe large sums of
money to defray the cost of the journeys. It appears that the brokers to whom
the money is entrusted a propriate a large portion of it and that the pilgrims are
in consequence left destitute on their arrival in Arabia and are unable to pay their
sanitary fees and other expenses.

3. Dr. Dickson suggests that aremedy might be found for this state of things
if an arrangement could be made by which the subscriptions should be received by
authorised agents and applied by them for the benefit of the pilgrims.

' He believes that if this were done the funds subscribed would in most cases
be sufficient to defray the cost of the pilgrimages, ~

Extractirom a letter from the India Office to the Foreign Office, No. 724, dated the 30tk
- May 1894,

Mr. Secretary Fowler proposes to send copy of the present correspondence
to the Government of India, in order that they may be aware of the views of the
Constantinople Sanitary Council, and of the intormation containedin Sir P.
Currie’s letter concerning the action of pilgrim agents in Bombay.

v D e d -
Extract from the Report of the Superior Board of Health, dated the 10th April 1894. l
. Dr. Sabuzzi expresses the conviction that the restrictive measures im-

posed by some Governments, in connection with the departure of pilgrims for
Mecca, have not for their object the prohibition of a religious custom, but really
the protection of their subjects from dangers inherent in this pilgrimage. The
British Government, in the interests of its Indian subjects, should adopt measures
similar to these, for, at the time ofthe pilgrimage, Bombay, Calcutta, and
Madras become the centres of a veritable slave trade. In fact, says Dr. Sai)uzzi
it is notorious that to-day the institution of pilgrim vessels, the absurd pricé
demanded for the voyage, and above all the custom adopted by rich Muham- .
madans with a view to gain credit for the future life of despatching to the Holy

x places a mass ofspaupers for the purpose of there performing hadyis, have com-

. \ ¢ | pletely altered the character of the pilgrimage; Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay .’

. S ) RS N become centres for the export of human flesh, and, through the medium of brokers, /
T ¢ many peor Indians are embarked for the Hadj, of whom one-half and even '

fewer never returned to their country.

G. C. Pcess Simla, N.. 778 1. D.—28-8-94.—300
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Home Department, '//,vll':NT cy
Sanstary.
. 3
N Simla, the 27 - August 1894.

SIR,

I AM directed to forward an extract from a Despatch of Her Majesty’s

. 7% Secretary of State for India, No. 66 (Rev-

e reeact from sir P. Currie's letter No. 34, dated  enue), dated the g1st May 1894, together
Extract from a letter from the India Office to the  With extracts from the papers marginally
Foreign Office, No. 724, dated the goth May $or.  noted, relative to the transactions of certain

Extract from the Report of the Superior , TP : :
of Health, dated the 10th April 1894 Muhammadan pilgrim agents in this coun-
trye -

2. It has been reported to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople that
these agents are employed by wealthy Muhammadans who subscribe large sums
to defray the cost of the journeys of indigent pilgrims to the Hedjaz. Such
pilgrims, it is said, donot as a rule undertake the pilgrimage of their own
mitiative, but are set in motion by the agents who appropriate a large portion of
the money subscribed. The result complained of is that many pilgrims who
proceed to the Hedjaz are left in a destitute condition on their arrival in Arabia.

3. I am to request that, U B poriss o of M Tmeotllinay

inquiries may-be instituted for the purpose of ascertaining to what extent such
practices prevail. Should the inquiries show that Dr. Dickson’s allegations are
correct the Government of India will be glad to be favoured with <~
views o) oo Yovavust Are Lo o, as to the measures to be
adopte?to remedy the evils complained of.

-

I have the honour to be,
SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,

fﬂW

Offg. Secretary to the Government of India.
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