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FaouM
Ssiz E. C. BUCK, Kr., CS.I,
Secretary to the Government of India,

To
Tae CHIEF SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or ‘Mﬂd

Revenue and Agril. Dept.
Emigration.

Dated Carcurra, the 23rd December 1893.
S1R,

It was stated in my letter No. *%* dated 24th February 1893, that 3
an officer would be deputed by the Government of India to enquire into
the condition of Indian coolie immigrants in Réunion, and to report whether
any terms could be devised upon which emigration might be safely renewed.

From Secretary of State, No. 67, dated 6th July / I am now directed to forward, for the

1893. . .
From Consul General for France, at Calcutta, dated consideration of the Government epf v
19th July 1893. 6'{ 1 751 S o
From );Smigmtion Acent for Mauritivs, No. 372, y & copy of the dI'efPOI't
dated 12th August 1893. : ive rom
From Counsul General for Frauce,at Cnlcutta,v, thh has been r.ecently rece PR
dated 220d August 1893, - Mr. Muir-Mackenzie, the officer deputed,
From Secretary of State, No. 98, dated 31st - th
August 1803, - rate, Now 106, dated 26th § and to enclose also a copy of the further
rom decretary o. €, INO, ) oep-, . . .
tember 1898, = z;a L5 O papers noted in the margin. Mr. Muir-
From Sccretary of State, No. 108, dated 5th Octo-~ . . o e .
ber 1893, ! Mackenzie has, in the opinion of the Gov

112, h Octo-”’ i is missi
bef;%rgs.Secretary of State, No, 112, dated 19th Octo ernment of Indla, fulﬁlled his mission

eml:)l;(:ll;. S%e;.retary of State, No. 132, dated 16th Nov-.. oitfy ability and prudence, and the report

eml;‘)x;nisss;e;retary of State, No. 138, dated 23rd Nov.v which he has submitted is clear, bompre.

From Secretary of State, No. 139, dated 23rd Nov.” . . ctory.
ember 1893. ’ hensive, and satisfactory

9. Tt will be observed that Mr. Mackenzie is of opinion that, s1.1bject t’o the
agreement by the French Government in certain specified ¢ desiderata, ’ the
emigration of Indian labourers to Réunion may be resumed. These « desider-
ata” have, with one exception, been conceded by the Council General of the
Colony : they reduce the term of initial contract from five to three years: they
provide for the greater protection of the coolie while under contract : they free
him from many of the restrictions to which he was formerly liable after the
termination of the first indenture; and they stipulate that he cann.ot be r.e-
engaged for a longer term than one year. The Government of India are dis-
posed to recognise that the desiderata formulated by Mr. Mackenzie represent,
generally speaking, the conditions essential to the renewal of emigration, and
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-of Madras ¢s requested to advise whether a limited number of emigrantsf

negotiations on  this basis for the ameng ment of ],
e C dous not, under restrictive conditions, be permitted to embark from French - L2
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|
|
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the requisite revision, asa necessary prelimina,ry o such Onvention of 1861 ang f@ﬁ'

laws at present in force in Réunion, Mr, Muir-Mackamﬁndment, of the labour

tions for the improvement of the law or of pract
the desiderata, and these deserve consideration ( b::;
H

3. While inviting, then, a full ex i
) ) Pression of the vy
lews of

of AMacthay on all material poipt t
that the proposals now submitted may be agp, b G
with as little material alteration ag Possible o
‘ It will be convenient to review in <;rd
which are comprised in Mr. Mackenzie’s desidex‘?;:t;;E

modifications of an unimportant el » and to gy :

. ) \aracter wh; ggest briefly

introduced without affecting the main policy (:;l’lg]}fh may, with 4 dVantde OE:
4. The following, then, are the e scheme, ’

ernment of India hav 9 :

formulat ave t? mlke, on the varigyg conditi
ormulates as the irreducible minimum of COncoasd o8s which My, Mackengzi
safe resumption of emigration :— Soession requi it of he

(i) The subjects of article (1) are dealt with {

. 1
driicle 1.—As long as Tndiap coolies 202 to 204 Ol:' Par:grlgphs 188 to 194 and
. eport. The artio]
e

remain under a contract of enca em
¢ gagement
. and are subjected to a special labour laﬁnv
zieﬁzotecror 05 Ifmmgglg‘nts with a suff. the essentials requireq
tent personnel of subordinat i i : e
dlspe;sable, ates will be in-  also the S
Whatever the compositi i allot
position of the said Otted gho
personnel, the' Protector shall be nppoint(- mentioneq ; wd be 1o
ed by the President of the Republic, given °¢ n
an independent position, and liberally re-
munerated. Council Genera]
All the expenses of the Protective (. ora;
service sha.'ll be inseribed among the ¢ Dé- awa Sala,ry of
penses obligatoires ” of the budget of the PET ahnum exclusive of lib
1

Coéony' . allowance; gnq that
vote at the Executive Council (paragraph 194 of the R, :
epor

from the despatches forwarded wi .
the 12th April 1592 ed with this DePartment’s
the-36th March1698

t). It win be seen

1
etter No, 7.%9, dated

agreed tq appoint
Colony, ’

drticle 2.—Sufficient relief either jn = (1) In view
of article 14
of the des;
1=

their houses, or at the hospi
; pitals and hos-
pices of the Colony, shall be assured to derata_ang the Temark
the old and infirm Indians settled in the ST2Ph 128 of the Report this
s article mgq
. y

Colony.
o ony' ] be accepted as it standg
('111) The terms of this article leave it open to the Goy
Article 3.—The recruiting operations to forbid emigration fr::ln I;went

shall be carried on in the various parts . .
of Indix designated by His Excellzncy and it will probably be advisable to ret
etain

the Vieeroy in Couaeil. the power. At the g :

. . : ame t]m i
tions put forward in paragraph 51 of the Report to the shipping of :o(t,ﬁe objec.
French territory are not very precise, and in view of the protection ip thee(sj flrom
and the right to repatriation secured by the desiderata, as well as of the s:rony

ong

» that the French Government have alread
as Protectors, only special officials having no locg] ties in t}fr
e

feeling displayed in the Consul General’s letter of 22nd August 1893, wh; h
’ C

forms an enclosure to this communication, it may be undesirable to oppo
absolutely the recruitment of coolies from French ports; and the GOVernnfezji

of TIndig °

territory.

(iv) It would be well to guard

Article 4. —The superintendence of the
emigration of Indian labourers in each
of the ports from which labourers may
be despatched for the Colony shall be
exercised by Agents nominated by the
Governor of Réunion. )

These Agents shall be accredited to the

Government of India.

Article 5.—Every landed proprietor of
Réunion who may desire to introduce
or engage immigrants from India for
the cultivation of the soil, shall }?resent a
requisition to the Protector of Immi-
grants, indicating the number of men
and women which he desires to engage.
On receipt of the requisition the Protector
shall inspect the camps and hospitals of
the proprietor and shall forward the
requisition to the Governor a(’co!npallu(fd
with a report on the result of his vist:
This requisition shall be ecommunieated
to the British Consul who shall be at
liherty to offer his observatious to the
Governor.

Article 6.—On examination of the
Protector’s Report and the Consul’s ob-
servations, if any, the Governor will de-
cide regarding the requisition,

(vii) For the reasons given in paragraphs 73 and 74 of the Report the
Government of India fully agree in the

essential character of this important

Article 7.—The duration of contracts
of service of immigrants 1s limited to

three years,

(viii) The words *liberty ’ and  free,’ as used in this exceedingly important

Article 8.—At the expiration of this
engagement the Indian shall be given
his liberty and shall be entitled to receive
from the Protector, free of cost, an ““old
immigrant’s”’ ticket in the form presented
in the Schedule, No. 382, annexed to the
labour law of Mauritius.

Furnished with this ticket he shall
have tlie right either to remain free, or to
contract for the cultivation of the soil a
new engagement which shall not exceed
one year. In the latter case, he will
continueto be subject to the labour law
in force at Réunion.

(ix) It should, as suggested in

Article 9,~An Indian immigrant will
not be allowed to enter into a new en-
gagement hefore the expiration of the
contract actually current.

against a possibility of this article being
construed so as to exclude the jurisdiction
of the British Indian Protector, and to
add to the first clause of the article the
words “as well as by the British Indian

Protectors at the said ports.” With re- -

ference to the enclosed copy of the letter
of the 12th August 1893 from the Emi-

gration Agent for Mauritius, the Government of India would inform the Agent
that his suggestion to combine the Réunion and Mauritius agencies will be
taken into consideration when the ports of recruitment have been determined,
but only on condition that the Réunion authorities agree to the combination.

(vand vi) On the method of providing requisitions for im

migrants, para-
graphs 69 to 72 and paragrailOZ and 186
of the Report should be cdonsulted. It
is desirable that in order to prevent the
drafting of coolies to non-agricultural work
during engagement, the revised Decree
should state clearly that employment of
indentured labourers in, as well as their en-
gagement for, occupation other than culti-
vation of the soil is illegal ; and this con-
dition might suitably be included in the
desiderata. In other respects the deside-
rata seem to go as far as can reasonably

be demanded.

stipulation.

article and in the 59th and 23lst para

graphs of the Report, appear open to
possible misconstruction. A definite state.

ment should find place in the desiderata

that the immigrant, after expiry of the
cortract, will be under no disabilities as
to acquiring land and following any law-

ful trade or pursuit.

paragraph 93 of the Report, be intimated
to the French authorities that a stipula-
tion, such as is proposed in that para-
graph, is necessary for the proper execu.

tion of this article.

'77«-0%



Article 10~In order to enable the
9hiidren of Indians, whether old or new
immigrants, to attend the primary
public schools, no contract of service

' . shall be passed with an Indian minor of
¥ less than thirteen years of age.

- { After the age of thirteen the Indian
4 i minor may pass a contract of serviee
v J but only for a period of ome year and
| (\2“ with the conseut of his father, mother op

e . -  guardian.
) #nefAd™ when above 15 years of age,
- of the parents,” and (2) “ that

child may be engaged to any em

Article 11.~No premium or advance
whatever shall be granted to the ludian
on the occasion of his re-engugement,

drticle 12,—Every contract of re-en-
gagement of an old immigrant shall be
submicted to the visd of the British Con-
sul who may present his observations to
the Administration to whom it belones
to authorize or refuse the said contract,

drticle 13.—For every illegal ahsence
the ealaries of Indian engaged labourers
shall be subject to the following stop-
pages :—

(1) Salary for eack day of illecal
absence, °

(2) Value of the rations correspondine
to the number of days of illegal aﬁsenc:.n
. The penalty actually in force concern-
ing the  journées de remploi > shall cease
to be applied.

M

i3

L F";” WP 4 . ’
A »! y be following stoppages.
I 7‘ M“f“’”‘ Article I14.—Every immigrant intro.

duced from India shall have the right
to his repatriation at the expense of the
Colony at the expiration of five years'
. residence in Réunion, whether under en-
A ;;,V..,.t'gagement or free.
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(x) For the purposes of the desiderat

gage itself, except with

Sy
. Ber. /5~ & e should be und igati
nder any obligation to en:
nAepupn and when ynder that age
pel

any further facilities being provided than t

would be ready to suggest the advisability
mended by Mr. Mackenzie in paragraph 29

(xi) The Government of India agree with t

(xiii) For the reasons given in paragraphs 63 to 68 of

’ also be abolished. In view, however, of the 0
,{ authorities to the abolition of the  double cut
| Appendix F of the Report, and enclosures to Sec
i No. 108, dated 5th October 1893), there seems n
‘% in the desideratum of the words “ double the amount of

4

um majority should apparently be

d at the age of 2]
: g s notat 15 (o™
Acrticle 20 of the Decree of 1887) t]or at

r_lpz or 14 (as in Article 2¢ of that Decree).
o 1: oshould perhaps be made clear, and
g,'a;, l;f,ggste;d l?y Mr. Mackenzie in para-
Sonn 7 0 his Report the desideratum

ou s.tlpulate (1) “that no child of
ANy Immigrant, whethep engaged or free,

its own consent

attaine

with the consent

s ctor of Immigrants.”
'é not prepared to insist op
hose secured by this article, but they

of & provision suc}
t 1 a8 t] -
G of his Report. 12t recom

he Consu] and t} |
e wit 18 I,
authorities in considering  this artoi(;?;

:Fiismry (see baragraphs 91 anq 117
8 Report), ang would suggest— with-

of a stipulation abolishing

(xii) In view of
8raph 222 of the
desirable tq claim
Consul than this desi

what is stated in para-
Report, it seems un.

more power fop the
deratum requires,

: the Report, ¢
tion of supplementary days of, ;'];rlix?g-
r

days of illegal sl
a,bolishfad; bgut it :ﬁngd ’l?eai’nzszpelﬂy b
an a,dc.h.tion to the desideratum :hea: o
1mposition, referred to at parag’ra }illthB
of s.upplementary labour in pla,cg of e
Pe“ofl spent in custody in consequen, e
convictions under the labour Iaw szeu(l)f
bjections taken by the l(:)caj
system (paragraph 23g and
reta,r'y of State’s Despatch
0 objection to the insertion
”* before the words “the

(xiv) This article calls no for Temarks
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. (xv) The means of carrying this article into "effect are described in. para- .

‘nﬁrticle 15.—Repatriation shall in no graph 143 of the Report. It will doubt- .
be delayed beyond three months from Jagg he difficult to enforce if the autho-
the date on which the Indian immigrant

who has a right to the sawe shall have rities at Mauritius should at any time object |,

preferred Lis demand for it.

to carry on the present system of repatria-

. tion vid that island, but no objection to the article on the score of such a

contingency need be raised.

L]

(x¥i) To the first part of this article, for .the reasons given in paragraph

drticle 16.—If after ten years’ resid-

- ence in the Colony either engaged or free,
the Ivdian immigrant has not exercised
his right of repatriation, he will be allow-
ed to choose between repatriation and a
permanent residence in Réunion. In the
event of his ehoosing the latter position,
he will lose his right to repatriation at
the expense of the Colony, subject to the
recovery of this right, if he pleases, when
he bas gecome old or unable to work.

SRR
147 of the Report, there is no objection.M‘ ‘:,:ZAW
r g ppricy

As to the final provision régarding the
recovery of the right of repatriation, it is

possible that, in view of the privileges &

secured hy Article 2, the old and infirm
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i e
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immigrants should not be encouraged to |%.-:’

Government of

is invited on this point. In any case the wording of the article seems_ too
indefinite ; and in place®of the words « when the immigrant has become old or
unable to work,” it would be better to use some such phrase as © when from
age ot any other cailse he is unable to work:”

(xvii) The object of the praviso in this article is understood to be to guard

Articls 17,—Every Indian immigrant
is at liberty, whenever he pleases, to
leave the Colony at his own expeunse:
provided that he has fulfilled the obliga-
tions of his engazement and observed
the laws of the Colony.

drticle. 18.—Every Indina immigrant
_ awaiting repatriation shall be pl
in_subsistence at the Depdt Colonial of

» 8t, Denis,

The Communal Depbts actually estab-
lished in the vurious Communes of the
Islaud chall be’ entirely separated from
the prisons and shall be maintained in
good condition.

. (xix) It-is not the intention
drticle 19.—Britieh eubjects in Réu-
nion who are not en in virtue of
the labour law shall
.same contributions snd taxzes .as are
Jevied upon French subjects,
In particular, (he tax koown as the
¢ permis_de séjour ” shall be abolished in
s0 far as Britich sabjects are concerned.

by the Judicial or Police authorities.

subjected to the.

against the clause being made an excuse
for illegal absconding, and it would per-
haps be advisable to make this clear by
altering the last six words to “and is not
required to answer any demand of .justice

1]

(xviii) This article may be accepted,
for the reasons set out in paragraphs 144
and 165-166 of the Report.

of this article to abolish the poll-tax de-
scribed in paragraph 112 of the Report;
but it will do away with the tax on
“ is de, sejour” mentioned in~' para-
graph 60, and also . with the « foreigners
tax,” an impost on visitors to which the

attention of the Secretary of State and the.

Government of India was drawn in 1891.
~ (xx) The information given in paragraph 159 of Mcr. Mackenzie's Report

drticle 20.~With rvespect to vaga-
bondsge, the justification of the means
of exustence, the regularization of their
m:tions and the like, Indian immigrants

 from engagement shall be subject
only to those laws which govern the
citizens of Réunion,

seoms to justify this article. With -the
tioket provided under desideratum No.

froe immigrant will not be troubled
:;t]:;ehe provisions of Chapter X of the

Dexree of 1887 (see paragraph 161 of the

lbl/"

e .
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leave the Colony, and the opinion of the | -
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* ' (xxi) In connection with the -savings of Indians attention is drawn to

drticle 91.—A State Savings Bank paragraph 217 of the Report and to'. v
shall be estabished in Réunion and Manes’ letter of the 18th March 18;?
s

opened to Indian immigrants with pro- :
per facilities for the deposit of small which forms an enclosure to the Consul

e L¥g. | csums, General’s letter of 19th Jul

rin g T N 1 * i-
il e | cle 21 may be accepted as it stands. , y ‘ 8. Arti
Y N o (xxii) On the subject of drink,reference is invited to paragraphs 207 t '

drticle 99.~Orders shall be issned 212 of the Report, to M, Manes® letter
for the strict application of the faw above quoted, and to the Secretary f'
. , ary o

i; e
L t»"t . \ ngainst drunkenness, and especially of ,
{ the penalties provided against the sbop- Btate’s Despatch No. 67, dated 6th July

: r_‘f.,.\:@i 1 :‘sl{eeé)er; wbl:) serve drink to persons al- 1893. It is true that the concession asked
. R ea ( 5 &
e .o Teady drunk, for by this article is somewhat beyond

e, e the control of this Government, but it seems advisable to .
ST 4 = . _ ac
’ senting a promise of reform. cept it as repre-

Adrticle 23.—The sale of rum to Indian (XXiﬁi) ‘This may be agreed to on the

immigrants at th : i TO ' i
horgrants | e. CentralvDepéts shall % e:;lis stated in paragraph 212 of the

(xxiv) Attention is invited to paragraph 212 of the Report and t
and to

Article 94.—No shop shall be kept by Mr ’ ]
or on behalf of any proprietor or pothe}; Dennett's letter No. 21 of 11th Aug-

person employed on an estats, either on, ust 1893, enclosed in th ‘-

the said estate or within three kilo- State’s Despatch N o Secretary of

metres thereof,, tember 1893, Th 0. 106 of 28th Sep-

‘ : . : . lhe. article

less only to proprietors employing Indian labour, but the GoVernl:’firs fdol,lb!;.

would accept it as it stands. ent o India
- Article 25.—No reward for éa t:ure (xxv) This may be agreed t

i‘;"“,be granted for the urrest of Indian TEBSODS given in par ore h1 o for the
m.lgral}ts in a stute of deserticn, Mackenzie’s Report agraph 160 of Mr.

(xxvi) See paragraph 176 of the Report. In order to séom'e to the I dib
ndian

Antiote 96— . .
rticle 26.~= Whenever complaint of the rightof cross-examination it* seems

an infraction of the labour lawis pre- i
fereed oither by am ensennganwis pre- - advisable (unless this i inconsistent with

gagé and is prosecuted lofore the tri. he general French law of Pprocedure) to

bunals, the evidence of th i " i
thall be taken ou oath, e complainant  8dd the words in the Presence of the

: A accused person.” cv. .

over, of the repr?sentations made by Consul Bennett in Illlljscoll;:}cdemtfmn’ Sy

Qctober 1893, which forms an enclosure to the Secretary of St::e ’0 the 10th

go. 132 of 16th November 1893, the Government of India would s 8 De;Patch

. . Y

ons.ul and the. Protect.:or, the right to inspect or receive copies o} tll:m ’ .0 ¢ the

and ]udgrrft.mts'm cases in whichIndian labourers were concerned © ovidence

.(xxvn) In view of the effect of the provisions of this article; on th i

Aréziclg 2:1;—All. the deciderata ex- of repatriation granted n \ e choice

pressed in the ubove chapters shall be g by Article 16,

applicable to the Indiuns actually resid- clause should be added to the effect tl’la.t

- . . N ) ' 0 ha' e com'

matter of repatriation till the expiration of their existi
. 5..The desiderata, subject to the modifications aboleﬁrsziﬁeﬁﬁ?ts'
the irreducible minimpum of the demands which should be :azisﬁed’b thmi.)‘r%ent
- Government before emigration can be resumed. ‘Lhere are howeve{' X ll;ench
. indicated, other matters outside the scope of the desidera,t;, in Whi’c ;8 a feady
- though not absolutely essential, is ‘more or less desirable, and Whichrehorlfll’
¢ be now discussed by the Government of J{Méw with tl’le view of en::b(l)incid
. o

-—

7

the Local and Imperial

“the Government of India to place the opinion of
for such action as His

rmments thereon before the Secretary of State,
Lordship may think it desirable to adopt.

‘The Government of India themselves are prepared to support the following

of the subsidiary recommendations

(a) that the system of colons parciares,

*lished (paragraph 71) ;
(b) that the payment by women o
' done away with (paragraph 76) ;
) that orphans should be placed under
(paragraph 77); . ,
{d) that women should be entitled to reside without engagements, :.md
that married women should be entitled to rations and medical

care (paragraph 83); . N
(e) that the immigrant should be provided with a copy of the conditions

of indenture (paragraphs 68 and 86);

(f) that 1o jmmigrant should be repatriated
94) 5

(g) that gpecial regulations

' (paragraphs 99-100) ;

(h) that pay-registers should be 4
108 and 126); .

(i) that attention should be drawn to the illegality of cutting wages for
debts of any kind (paragraph 119) ;

(i') that certain specified amendments should be made in the law
regarding hospitals and medical care of coolies (paragraphs
128 and 154) ;

(k) that increased facilities should be P
marriage (paragraph 136) ;

(¢) that the name of the father of an illegitimate child should be record-
ed in the birth-registers (paragraph 139);

(m) that delits by employers should be tried by magistrates superior to
a juge de paiz (paragraph .
ployer should be subject to higher minimum penalties (para-

raph 183) ; i . '
(n) tha,gt tll:e Syndies should be appointed in France, their pay increased

i ; -192) ;
and travelling allowance granted (paragraphs '191 192) ; _
(0) that Syndics shi)uld be given power to take cognizance of complaints

and to prosecute, andshould be required to keep regfsters of.tcozz
plaints, to have nothing to do with tazes, to en.ta.mme contrac
with care, to verify rations with regularity, to’ verify absenci?s mor;
frequently, to hear complaints on the subject of deiuc 1<)n:r i:d
pey, and to examine lists of persons supposed to be ma .
(paragraphs 201, 86, 102, and 136) ;

(p) that the Deputy Syndics should be entirely s

ot & 1 report under certain

{q) ‘that ‘the Protector should p\iblish an a.nnua_ ; :
9 ~ heads, and that the report ‘should not be w1thl.leld by the Govern

ment (paragraph 194); .

*

against his will (paragraph .
should be made on the subject of camps

tracted and summarized (paragraphs

rovided for the registration of

ubject to the Syndics

made by Mr. Mackenzie in his Report, viz.:— 5 -
ander which the indentured| p.id G =

coolie is remunerated by a share of the produce, should be abo. Ahogd

f an indemnity on marriage should be

the charge of the Protector

180), and that confraventions by em- .

/
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5o b ¥

» ne L .o

|

———

G s i

"\ N~

iy .



(#) that the Consul be made subordinate to the Indian Government in,-
matters relating to immigration, and that the Indian Gow"":"};/
ment should, on such matters, be allowed to communicate dife t
with the Government of Réunion (paragraph 225); ’
(s) that certain i.mprovements should be made in the form ;nd content,
of the Congul’s annual reports (paragraph 227) ;. o
) 6. It will be noticed from' paragraphs 219—221 of the Report that M
e ‘Mackenzie has recommended that the right of the Consul to inspect estat .
ool e ,:,W.E:.Whicy formed 80 conspicuousa,.condition in the previous negotiations shoue;d’
o/ Crmsade ,. Yo longer be claimed as an indispensable condition. The Government o’f India
_as will be seen from paragraph 4 of the Despatch No. 8, dated 16th February:

S ‘%ﬁls%, which was forwarded to you with my letter No. U7 dated 24th Feb-
afdl. /p ruary 1893, were prepared to accept its abandonment subject to the introductio
. ” of a radical reform of the labour system in the Colony: and they are of o in"' .
that the concessions provisionally secured by Mr. Mackensie are suﬂicilt)a tl (;n
enable the Indian Government to dispense safely with the right of ins ecti:)l. Lo
the future. The Government of India are aware that the Governmenll: of j_ln
«AMadvashas hitherto looked on the concession of this right aé a sine qud non
but it is believed that, under the circumstances explained by Mr. Mackenzie,
and in view of the other concessions made more or-less in consideration of its,

. ,-Yiw ..»3\};* S

Pl oo

,‘;m :

} M 1{ abandonment, the Local Government will find it possible to agree with the Gov-
 Poawcd d' : ernment of Tndia in holding the procedure now recommended to be judiciou
| ki [ mat | s
o ,'I‘he’Government of India further agree with Mr. Mackenzie that it is’

unnecessary to require the exclusion of indentured labourers from the pelite

.? N _ , culture (paragraph 71), to insist on the maintenance of the previous scale of
_ - Wwages on re-indenture (paragraph 92), to call for improvement in rural
sanitation (paragraph .99), or to demand greater facjlities for educatio
(parairaféls G205-206). The concessions and reforms otherwise demandez
seem to the Governme i : . T
points being passed ov:::.Of India to be sufficiently extensive to admit of these
7. The issues to which ati;ention has been drawn in .
grap.hs appear to cover practically the whole ground taken z:e }f;e:;:f;g pard-
' previously formulated by the Government of India. With o os hemands
to the fourth point specified in Mr. Egerton’s Despatch No. 29 d’ath;,V 82‘;3”’
Y Decerg)iid 108&1’”:}‘::’h was forwarded to you with this Departx;xent’s lett;i'l'
. . NO. drimincsmuwnun’ 38 an enclosure to the Secretary of State’s Des-

2. -7~ patch No. 11 of the 4th February 1892, the Government of India would

]

require that the forms of the advertisement i : .
offered in Réunion should be submitted lts:u:gi;néﬁ;xt:in:f :he contmact
before adoption. They would also stipulate that space medical ¢ orf pproval
on return vessels should be the same as on vessels le’aving In di:m o(;-ts, ete.,
adopt such modifications as may be necessary for vessels plyi , ane. would
system between Réunion: and Mauritius, Plying under the now
8. On the subject of marriage, Mr, Mackenzi : .

to recommending certain measures with the objeczs:;e-(?fa:;::f;einhu]nsellf msglnly
1t appears, however, from paragraph 136 of his Report andg fg eg:h unions.
spondence referred to in paragraph 9 of the Bengal Go,v'emn;er::n] te corre-
v 8140, dated 14th November 1892, that it will be advisable to req:.ir: 1:g:;at1§o.
on

far the purpose of regulating inherjtance ; and I am to ask that the Gov .
ern-

~ {'e(\=,’ ’%H.cm E e

{
Aoirt [

=

';.4.4

oy

- gthe general ans

ne of the measures which appear

ment of India may be favoured With an outli
the Government of eMadrad to be necessary for this purpose. |
wer to this letter will be materially delayed by the enquiries , . . .

nt, I am to request that the matter may be dealt with subse-

]
‘ . Lo
‘ .

entailed on this poi
quently in a separate commuuication.

On the subject of nationality (paragraph 138 of the Report) you are 9

being addressed separately.
It may be added that the Government of India are inclined to hold that

rection of ©free¢ emigration, such as are put forward
of State’s Despatch No. 138, dated 23rd
and cannot be taken into consideration.
ay that as the Government of India
of State should have the oppor-

any proposals in the di
in the enclosures to the Secretary

November 1893, are entirely premature,
9. In conclusion, I am directed to s

consider it of importance that the Secretary
tunity of consulting Mr. Muir-Mackenzie during the negotiations which would

be necessary with the French Government, they request that, as Mr. Mackenzie
is at present in England on furlough, the: answer to this letter may be sent

with as little delay as possible.
1 have the honour to be,

SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,

Dl

Secretary to the Government of India.



No. 67, Public (Emigralion), dated India Office, Lcndon, the 6th July 1893. gILE Nc;\; 4.”;
ErIaL No, 28.
From—The Riear Hox’BLE ThE Earn or Kimseriey, K.G., Her Majesty’s

Secretary of State for India,
To=The Government of India.

In continuation of my Despatch No. 53 of the 18th ultimo, I forward copy of a letter,

16th June 1893 and enclosures, with its enclosures, from the Foreign Office

enclosing a communication from the Chargé

d’Affaires at the French Embassy in T.ondon on the subject of the renewal of emigration from
India to Réunion,

2. I have suggested to the Earl of Rosebery that a copy cf these papers should be
referred to Her Majesty’s Consul in Réunion for the eonsideration of Mr. Muir-Mackenzie,

3. I also transmit copy of another letter from the Foreign Office forwarding a copy
of a despatch from Consul Bennett reporting the
arrival in tbat island of Mr. Muir-Mackenzie
and of his subsequent departure for Mauritius. I conclude that he has now returned to
Réunion and is prosecuting the investigation of the several matters entrusted to him.

16th June 1893 and eunclosure.

Dated Foreign Office, the 16th June 1893.

From—Si.T. H. Sanoerson, K.C.M.G., Under Secy. of State for Foreign Affairs,
To—The Under Secretary of State Sor India,

I am directed by the Earl of Rosebery to transmit to you, to e laid before the
Baron d'Estournclles de Constant, May 2oth, Secretary of State for India in Council for any
(Two enclosures in original for return.) observations that he may have to make there-
upon, the accomranying copy of a letter and of its enclosures, which His Lord-hip bas received
from the Fiench Chargé d’Affaires on the subject of the immigration of British Indian
coolies into Réunion,

Dated London, the 29th May 1893,

From—Bavox 1’EstourNeLLes pE  Coxsrasr, Chargé @’ Affaires ot the Freach
Embassy, London,

To—Tune Ricut HoN’Bre ToE EaRy oF Rosesery, K.G, Her Majesty’s Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs.

Monsieur le Ministre des Affaires Etrangres m’informe que vous avez bien voulu lui
faire connaitre par Vintermédiaire de I’Ambassadeur de Sa Majesté & Paris le résultat de
Pexamen auquel Padministration de 1’Inde anglaise a soumis les propositions faites par le
Gouvernement de la République en vue de la reprise de l'immigration indienne dans les
colonies frangaises.

Son Excellence le Marquis de Dufferin a éerit & Monsieur Develle que le Gouvernement de
Sa Majesté ne croyait pas a la possibilité de lever 'interdiction qui a été édictée dans Inde
a I’égard du recrfitement de travailleurs pour la Guadeloupe et la Martinique, mais qu’avant
de prendre une décision, en ce qui concerne la Réunion, le Gouvernement de 'Inde avait résolu
d’envoyer un fonetionnaire dans cette ile pour y examiner la situation des coolies.

Des instructions ont été aussitot envoyées par Monsieur le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres
au Gouverneur de la Réunion pour faciliter dans la mésure la plus large la mission dont le
Gouvernement indien a chargé son agent.

En méme temps notre Administration des Colonies a examiné attentivement les objec-
tions soulevées dans I’Inde contre la reprise de ’émigration & Ja Réunion. Je crois devoir faire
connaltre & votre Excellence les arguments par lesquels elle repond aux griefs avancés par les
adversaires de ’émigration des coolies Indien,

On a prétendu que les conlies revenajent presque toujours de nos colonies, surtout de la
Réunion, avee un péeule trés-restreint, ou méme sans pécule. Il suflira & Votre Seigneurie de
consulter le tableau ci-joint relévé:sur les archives méme du protectorat des coolies et qui
indique le pécule importé par les émigra nts, pour voir combien cette accusation est peu fondée.
Ce tableau en effet constate le rapatriement de 1,361 indiens (dont 532 femmes et enfants)
ayant importé un pécule total de 65,544 francs, ce qui fait en moyenne rour chaque immigrant



2

adulte 79 franes (6¢, (£3-6). Encore ce chiffre est-il \bier.x au-deisous (.1e la vérit¢ si 1 on
considére que les immigrants se refusent pour la plupart A faire la deelaratlon, du péeule qu’{g
importent etsi Uon tient compte, d’autre part, des achats que beaucoup d’entreux font sn
moment du départ. . ) ) o

Je dois ajouter, en outre des deux habilleme/mts., que regoivent chaque année le.s coolies, il en
est distribué de nouveaux soit au depart de la Réunion, par le Protecteur des lmIIflg‘ra.ntS, soit 3
Parrivée & Pondichery par le Commissaire du i}ouvernfiment. en.Jbarqué avec les ludiens 3 ceux
d’entr’eux qui se présentent insuffisamment vétus., C’est ainsi que dans les dernjers convoig
814 indiens ont re¢u dans ces conditions des’ hablllemet’lt,s. . ) o

1l y a lieu d’observer encore que des mésures ont été prises pour protéger les Immigrants
contre tout provocation & la dépense ; un décrét rAendu en A1887 u%tercilt la veute des spiritueux
sur les lieux ol sont employés les eoolies. .Le méme .decret a supl}],e’ en o‘u’mi que la dette
contractée par un travailleur dans une boutique etafb.he sur la prop’uete ou il resul.e ne peut en
aucun cas &tre retenue sur ses salaires ; cette disposition est observée avec une telle rigeur qu’elle

. 3 A . 1 1 3
a eu, en fait, pour conséquence d’empécher absolument 1’installation de boutiques sur les pro-
priétés rurales.

A Pexpiration de son contrit, 1’immigrant est placé dans un g
aucune tentation et qu’il ne quitte que pour s.’emba.rquer A destinatio

J’ai réservé pour le dernier un grief qui aurait été, parait-il,
dans I’Inde pour entraver le recriitement des coolies; je veux par
ments *’ dont ceux-ci auraient eu & se plaindre de la part de leur

S’i1 est exact que quelques faits de cette nature se sojen
d’examiner: 1° combien de plaintes ont été portées au Co
caractere de ces plaintes et quelle suite leur a été donnée.

Or, il apparait du tableau ci-annexé, relévé dans les archives da Prot
communique les réclamations, que, durant P’année 1891, 108
été formulées et, dans I’année 1892, 65,~—soit au total 173 plaint
que les indiens adultes dans la colonie sont au nomby.
portion des reclamations soit considérable.

D’autre part, si on examine le caractére de ces divers
nombre de 173, 37 seulement ont trait & des mauvais 4r
ments sont-ils trés contestables, car les enquétes aux
que par le service du Protectorat, ont établi le mal-fo
Pinsuffisance des preuves fournies par les plaignants,

En admettant méme que trente-sept plaintes aient ¢t
parait pas qu’on puisse équitablement faire un grief spéeial
faits de brutalité, qui, étant donné le nombre deg coolie

hommes et la période d’observation qui est de deux ann
des accidents trés regrettables, sans doute,
tion des indiens dans cette colotie.

Cela est si vrai que, loin de se plaindre de mauvais traitements, la grande majorité deg
indiens qui ont émigré & la Réunion se plaisent 2 Y rester et & renouveler leur engagement
& Dexpiraticn de leur contrit. La preuve en est dans le chiffre des rapatriements, quj ¢
1889 2 1892 se sont élevés seulement & 1,361,

En outre, dans ccs derniers temps le nombre d’indiens qui ont sollicité et obteny des
petmis de séjour aprés avoir rempli leur engagement s’est aceru d’une manidre scosible,
Ce nombre. en effet, qui en 1890 &tait de 90 sest Slevé en 1892 ) 122, Or, Votre
Seignewie n’ignore pas que le permis une conduite esemplaire,

et surtout d’ ustifier de moyens d’exist.
ence,

épdt, ot il n’est exposé A
n de Pondichery,
particulidrement invoqué
ler des “mauvais trajte-
Patrons.

t produits il convient toutefois
usul britannique ; 20 quel était le

ectorat, auquel le Consul

plaintes de diverse nature ont
esen deuxans;

si on considére
e de 17,420, on ne peut dir

e que la pro-
es plaintes, on constate que, sur ce
altements ; encore ceg mauvais traite-
quelles il a été pro

cédé, tant par lo parquet
ndé de la plupart des griefs formulés oy

€ reconnues bien fondées, il ne me
aux autorités de Ia Réunion de

8 lequel est, jo lo répete de 17,420
ées, doivent Gtre considérés comme
mais non comme un caractdre normal de le ¢ondi.

de séjour est le prix o’
babitudes d’economies, puisque les aspirants doivent ]

Le fait que la majorité des eoolies renouvellent e

ur engagement et que plusieurs
d’entr'eux amassent Jes moyens nécess

aires pour s’étallir dans I’ile me varait repondre d’une

facon Dien frappante aux objections que j’ai cry devoir appeler dans I présente

Aussi ai-je Pespoir que Votre Seigneurie voudra bien

pour que notre administration des colonies obticnne ¢
Veuillez agréer les assurances

’honnenr d’étre, ete,

dépéche,
intervenir auprés de ’India Office
atisfaction,

de la tres-haute considération avee laquelle  j’ai

IMMIGRATION,

EXTRAIT DES ARCHIVES DU PROTECTORAT. oo
Rapatriements & Immigrants Indiens de ““la Réunion” de Juin 1889 a Juin .

Reuxion.

Sr. DENIs.
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Le Protecteur, Chef du Service de I’ Immigration,

F. MALION.,

J

St. DENNIS:
Le 6 Mars 1893.
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TABLEAU B,

1LE DE LA REUNION,

InMieraTioN,

—————

Résumé des plaintes portées au Consulat &’ Angleterrs en 189

1 et 1899 payr mauvags

trastement,

Nos. BT DATES DU CONSULAT.

Motifs des Plaintes.

1890,
20 Décembre.

Mounooussamy Lachimi, engagé Claverie
a Ste. Suzanne.

Plainte portée en son nom par le nommé
Permal-Goudinagom, qui se dit le pére de
Mounoussamy, et prétend que celui-ci g été
condamné au macadam pour refus de tra.
vail. Tl n’a plus voulu, declare-t-il, tiayail.
ler, aprés qu’il a étg violemment batty par
son engagiste & la suite de g précédente
plainte au Consulat contre M. Claverie
et le commandeur Felix Taugin,

26 Décembre,
Chéda Dansinga a I’Entre.Deux,

Se plaint que le syndic veut soumettre ses
deux enfants 3 I’engagement, bien qu’il
veuille les mettye 3 PEeole.

1891,

No. 2.—13 Janvier,
“ Gallisaeb Gourana,” N, 3092 (T),en-
gagé ¢ Renaissance, » Ste. Suzanne,
Menacé de perdre la yye 4 demandé un
travail doux, [e gérant  Penyoie anx
champs, et lui demande, pour rompre son
engagement, le remboursement de Ia Prime.

N 8.—13 Fipr ior

“ Raminca,ondin-Ving:idassalom,” No,
160,095, engagé Archambcand, St. Denis.

Sa femme, “ Allamelou Arsonin, déclare
que leur engagiste g fujt arréter et emprisson.
ner “ Ramincaondin,” qui, depuis 3 jours, est
occupé a reparer sa case, abimée par lo coup
de vent,

26 Février,

“Varatin, Ponamg ” No. 117,127, en.
gagé Hibou, St. Denis. ~Sur Ia déclaration
de son engagiste quil était absent, g étg
ariéte ét conduit ay poste de “ I’ Assomp.
tion.” Ayant refusg d’obtempérer A Pordre
qui lui donne yp agent de Police d’arroser
devant le poste, il a été violemment frappé
par lui. Porte des traces a Vol gauche,

Nos. pu Pnorxc’ronu.

Suites données,

frant d’une inflammation deg yeux

intégralement,  Sop étay
demande de reprendre Je travail,
a la petite bande,

moins endommaqe’es
entendus et s’occupés

publigue, gup enquéte du Commieg
le garde
porlé des Coups au nommg « y
qui a Provoqué le gjt agent |
lente et pargleg grossiers,

administrative, est puni (
avee privation totale go solde.

——

Présenté ay Jury disciplinaire pour refug
catégorique de bravail ; condamng a 25f.00,
d’amende sur nouveau refus, apres invitation dp
tribunal disciplinaire, § reprendre sop service,
La plainte pour coups contre Pengagiste et le
commandeur avait étg précédemment déférée ay
Parquet et clagsge,

. ) . N . .
) Inex:.xct, U2 pas dit au syndie qu'il avait
Pintention de leur faire suivre une école ; sursis
Ve
aceordé dang g cas ol

_ 1 justifierait de 1 fré-
quentation q’ype €cole par ses enfants,
F. MALION,
Le Protecteur, Chef du Service.

ST. Demis .
11 Mars 1593, }

—_—
No 2.—N’seq que de bons traitements, Soyf.
» 8 été gardé

a été payg
améliord, gy, sa
a été envoyé

3 mois an magasin & ne rjgy faire,

3, . .
N’a pas touch¢ 3 §3 Case, qui est une (eos

, : )
+ L’engagiste 5 ouvriers
A ces réparations,

D’aprys information de f’rocureur de la Ré.
aire de Police,
¢, a, en effet,
aratin-Ponama, **
‘ar attitude inso-
Le garde, par mesure
¢ 8 jowrs de prison

de Police, « Thomy Oljy

s

AT.
Nos. pU PROTECTOR
Nos. ET DATES DU CONSULAT.

4 Suites données.
Motifs des Plaintes.

1891,

0 T h : .y Q() “” (” Il lnsm'qe au Ia,r llet. ()lilSSée sans Sl]if , ler
» - l, “ ‘\ q
i S t i . .
€¢ P mann_T] Ollmale(, [y > ) 0 i l. [y l
f xRkl 1 s 1 “ Anohde Stu < 189

eng ﬂ,"éd demmselie germaline, ) hl

Denis. . .

A été battue hiel‘ pa,r son eugagls.ie, a
a l 'Ol]

queiques metres dll COI]Slllllb, au vu, d b 3

de domestiques du cousul. o1 Mai 1891.

Maq. ) i in” No, 109777,
| ”19 gt ” "Om’i’e ‘;)l\c{:i:\ii'ecloglﬁl)l()n, pour 4 ans, au
" Don Pa]a"]l’, benqgueg malade, il se voit | engage dle ‘\IEIJules Salaiin, a pris une maladie
. e plaln y y . > o M. A
x Dell}li,trze ge Phopital par son engsgete: s'erilcl(itique orave, qui ne ’empéche, c.epc.endant,
o i ])ile truv:ﬂler. Suivant les p‘i‘escriptions du
Dr, Mabé,” il prend de la liqueur de: van
SDr. eten et :J.e I’iodure de potassium, qui sont
e .
](-i: seuls remedes pour cette affection.

19 Mas.
I
ngagé
¢ Pouin-Tendrayen,” No. 107,'356, engag
Heritiers. St. Georges, S’;e. i\{‘a:;e.s i
53 Pemployé “ Ro
Ayant reclamé a . yé: losacin” un
soldgde 40 £, qui lui restait di surre 2 g -
t de 2 ans, qu'il venait de contracter,
en , : :
r’r;' longé par la téte dans le caisson de ndz,
été p : e e,
maintenn par les pieds et battu’h cl?[ P)ital
branche de filaos, puis enfermé & ;‘OI :
s i de Dinfirmier
iours scus la surveillance de
deux jours scus urye o Vinmicr
¢« Narayanin,” constitué gardien; teu:(:.
“ Narayanin ”’ et une femme ‘“ Amouny,

e uite
Transmise au Parquet. Classée sans suite,

lettre du 19 Mai.

20 Mas.

¢ Saddyen-Ayapadéatchy,”  No. 100—
835, engagé Claverie, & Ste. Suzanne. N
N,Ialade; n’est pas convenablement traité

a ILiopital,

g ep is le Yer ! Vl'ii i89|.
Ai)SPIlt illé}-:i]emenl depui 1 ] r A
S 8, 1l a + ou ) Jours, devaut le
Sest pl‘B;.CUtG, 1y N I
S)nhc de Ste. Suzanne, avec¢ conse t;llle LG
e ‘ i 3 rupture de son
Scrl ngagisie a la
crit de son engagy @ ' - .
e cagement sous conditlun dll 1embomspm ’
y n ‘ ent
di’lum somme assez élevée sans fairve conn'.ut C
qu )et‘llt malade verl re 1Sty
il étal lad M. Claverle a2 un l.g‘ tre
d ’l‘l ‘ ' sont i S()r.tes les ViSltt’S du
6pi al sur ]equel in 1 .
n]’eh ep(l:tl] ’uusi 8 15 jours ou plus souveus,
Sdecin © es & ou y
1

10 Juen g'il y a lieu.

. a de-
ires réluits & 10f. par mois sur sa de-
“ Iroudou-Tneadon,” No. 14579, en- Salaires 1-edmtst :vamprpau dela de 6h. par
¢ & un indien, “ Jean Marie Mariapin,’s | paxde de ne pas l, eant, 8 £. b0c.; 1f.
gage T s 3e p . A regu, en s'engageait, 8.—
a St. Denis, en qualité de Jardinier & 1%f, jour. reg . t été retenus sur ses gages.
50c. par mois, Surchargé de travail, subit 50c. seu]emem]onr des rechanges 2 la fin du
mauvais traitements, rechanges retenus; trés | Recevra la vanu" agiste ne peut pas rompre,
igé; demande rapatriement, que Pengagiste ler semestl’e-t oei iwagemenbx A cause de ses
en S
refuse, en ce mOMELL,
plautatio:e.
.10 Jlll.ll.

“ Ramin Mada,” No, 99,929, Engagé
Lesport, St. Denis.
Violemment battu & une heure de Vaprs-
midi par M, A'exis Lesport.

I)l t . ,t E Y e, u
in 1 ce. of m nt 1 mp .
al e refir e ne "]g‘(} e 0
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Nos. ®r DATES DU CONSULAT, N
08, DU PrOTROTORAT
Motifs des Plaintes. ‘\'\‘
Suites données

1891,

Témoins : Fortuné Félix, cuisinier, Forte
cf')ntusion sur la poitrine, effet d’un coup de
pied, -

10 Juin.

“ Joseph Namemby,” No. 114,619, En-
gagé Claverie, Ste. Suzanne. Le 13 du
courant, & l’appel, malade; a demandé
d’e.ntrer a Phépital. Refus de Yengaciste
qui lui a ordonné d’aller au tra,va.il.c Li\I’e,
ayant rien fait, a ét¢ conduit devant Ie ju .
de paix, qui Va condamné a 15 jou-sJ %e
macadam. Sous préteste de payer il X

. €té mis en liberté et s’est fait délivr:ar ;
le Dr. Azema, un certificat, qu’il prodf?i;r

22 Juillet,

 Joseph Mary,” No. 118 “ 8
) (lzonama,‘j’- No. 109,447, ,80(1)1?_;:;65 I\I{Iadre
o‘t\'/}x; a1;1v1er des Pluies,” St, Denis o

h €s: sur r . i
de’ les laisser entr::usa (}?hﬁ ];::lgaglste
?)I;ista,x? leur case, on I polife, ap]:)]g:
aex,'(,é' b ornu: est  venue Jeg arréter et
. Pa;és et;zl: ef, 5’00., que leur employeur
2 Dt .dése: t";)n’c €t€ enfermés 3 Phépital
o S \urs; Y sont restés jusqu’a

e ], 0U, sous prétexte do prend
ol i,é lt,a; 8 8¢ sont fait mettye gy ]ibertlle
Proprelf on serffu,t » daps eux, petit, m;"
bropr I;tring”elmt la cuigine, et j) servirait

. et de“water-closets 7D
s © malades, quj g trouva'it avez

eux, avait une plaj
o plaie 3 Ig
€tait nauseabonde, Jambe, dont J'odeyy

28 Juilles,

‘““ Maugra Biijy »

) ]y, No,
Léon Ganche, St, Andyg, "

A' €té battu par son engag
a faire toute espéce de tr;va
c,o-engagé “Joseph ” : dom
Yengrgement, ‘

en gagé

iste, qui Foblige
ux; témOin: 8on
ande ‘rupture go

) D(i l’énquéte, il résulte
vadé de Patelier le
sa declaration qu’il
pas payer,
Déserteur de ‘
Dés chez son i
J oerten engagiste d
au]uzlg, pl{;s, du8anls; puis enfin duu24:nle'r in.
e t_';m let, ott il a ¢tg anété p:;,r les J;l(;n.
POHC; res. M. Claverie 5 dd l’envowlergah ;:
Sur son refus de trava; X
} . ] availl y
conduire 1 machine 3 vapeur, i aet;t;l::tgei;e
u

proférer des
enaces et préuir ‘ !
sauterait,”’ préuire que “Ia machine

- que ]e' plaignant g’est
PY avait €6 mig gyp
'@ pouvait ou ne voylajt

Ont di
ap,-é:t dl.sparu de I’Etablishment le 14 juille
B palen,lent des oages do x’nai et:J i t
arré[é: (::a 1 h’6p11ul, olt il étaient entrés 120113.
é,prés-o ; état de désertion quelques jou ’

3 ont eu & payer pour fiais de ¢ o o7
B ¢ capture 2f,

' L)h6 .
une au(‘;::a] '_{deux salles ; Ia cuisine go fait dans
trines *’ et rlec:? attenang Phépital; les «1a
es “ wafer. -
au dehors, er-closests ”? yont également
L
" brotecteur, en tour. g, 1 visité; la plaje
3

A ln s
la jumbe du malade v’avait | as d’odeur

En i

) dongge'zz 2 Jun.]]fet 1891 pour Ia culture et
En dehor:l d, cc;ndltmn ivsérée dans le contrit.
commense, e la préparation de |g vanille,
asoer 831 o assle,z tard le matin, et suspendue
oh i mat_ns apres-midi, il balaje Pécurie 3
sl o 1m, et met de 1’ean dans Ia maison
P ((;“nnde reconnait lui-méme, Obligé de,
v ; Ou comment, ont ét§ exercés les
s :,, atl" pond que cela st passé de trds
bt in Sfans témoing) ; qu'il w’n pns 6té

ort, qu’il a 6t simplement repoussé par

M, Gauehe |
. ; la rupt ’
serait pas J'u,stiﬁéo. plure do Vengagoment ne

Ré
Pondu 3 note par celle du Protectorat.

7 dody,
« Joseph Namemb 2
Ys 0.1 .
ge la note restée sang répon8e14,519..0b39t
e nouveau, coudamnéy g j(;u Atil grg,

dam ? rs de Iacg.

Duphi

é‘ag(:cat]a aflressé A été condamné A 15£. pour

" ndel nte.luer de discipline, ot il purgeait
@ cendemaation d’égale durée.

Lo A TR SRTEE TR R T T e e T
. T e TR

No8. 27 DATES DU CONSULAT.

NoS. DU PROTEOTORAT.

L

Motifs des Plaintes.

Suites donnébes.

1891.

20 Octobre.
“ Palurcy-Comarin,” No. 102,261, en-
gagé ” Vivahou-Minatchy ;” se plaint de non-
paiement de gages et de mauvais traitements,

10 Décembre.
' No. 87,865, engagé

* Sinapou-Cariassapou,’
se dit surchargé

P. Mcrange Montgaillard ;
de travail, allant chercher, dans les h.auts, A
grande distance, de grandes quantités de

fourrage.

1892.
18 Février.
« Vingadassamy-Nellaya,” "engagé Alfred
Mazévieux fils, St. Denis,  Coups et

blessures.
29 Féyprier,

Paye de ses gages jusqu'au 28 Septembre
1891. Fait rompre tous ses engagements;
celui-ci est le 4me en 3 ans: fumeur de
«“ gandix ;" condamné 8 fois pour désertion,
vol et vagabondage. Engagement rompu.

FEnquéte par Syndic. A’comme les autres co-
engagés, & fournir, pour la corvée, matin et
suir, deux paquets de fourrage, a prendre, non
pas dans les hauts, mais 3 } d’heure de marche.
Vérifié par un agent de police, envoyé sur les
lieuz. Registres de paiement vérifiés, engagés
négulierement payés. Journées d’hopital ne sont
\s retenues & 1 £, 85c. par jour, comme l’a

prétendu le plaignant.

Deféré au Parquet, Classée sans suite.

Mransmise au Parquet, Classée sanssuite.

“ Virapin Moutin.”  Son engagiste, M.
Claverie, & St. André, I'a frappé. Témoins :

Péroumal et sa femme.

95 Février.

Patanimodély-Caroupamodély. Son enga-
PAcide Champ-Borne,

1’a frappé avec un biton, Présent: Carpa-

giste, M. Marville

nin, son co-engngé.

926 Février.

Abdeleader Abdehémané, Saberma-Nal-
lamée, engagés de K péguen, St. Louis, De-
mandent 3 étre transférés sur une autre pro-
priété de leur engagiste, d cause de M. Rouz-

eaud, qui leur refuse leur ration,

17 Mass.

Mransmise au Parquet. Classée sans suite.

Absents trés souvent ; regoivent leurs vivres

par jour.

Robet Auama. Son engagiste, M Marcelin
Douce, le traite trés durement; lave pour
famille nombreuse ; retenues excessives sur ses
gages pour linge non détaché.

14 Avril.

Marie Thérdse ‘dite Conpaya', fille deVally,
engagés Lory fréves, Chaudron. Frappée
et enfermée & 1’hOpital par gérant, qui ’a
foreés & se rengager, quand elle aurait voulu
suivre sa mére, sortie de 1’etablissement,

10 Mas.

Sert depuis 10 mois, ne s’est jamais plaint :
linge rapporté sans atre blanchi. L’engagiste
pe peut payer pour gervice non fait et dépenser

fournitures sans résultat.

ic et du Commissaire de
pi enfermée par
le nommé

Enquéte du Synd
Police; n’a été ni frappée,
gérant ; battue par son amant,
Ponapin, qu’elle & quittée.

Maugina-Anoup.  Frappé par employ?

Transmise au Parquet. Classée sans suite,



Nos. ET DATES DU CONSUTLAT.

Motifs des Plaintes,

Nos. v Prorzororar,

—p

E8uites donngey,

1892,
Raoul, qui 1’a fait enfermer 2 jours au
poste de polices engagé Salaiin.

9 Mars.

Gobalin-Serami, engagé ~ Claverie, St. |

André. Frappé & coups de pied dans le dos
par son eugagiste ; aucun témoin.

10 Mas.
Armougom-Canavin, engagée de Kpéguen,
quartier frangais, '
Batta par employé Jh, Boutin.

10 Mas.
Latchigadou Ramoundon, engagé Salaiin,
FraPpé par ommandear Moutien Aran,
Cite trois témoins, ses co-engagés.
- 11 Jusllet.
Bahoinesing-Mésaramé, engagé Heritiers
St. Georges-Ste. Marie. Frappé par com-
mandeur ; s’est plaint au gérant, qui I’a fait
condamner & 5 £, d’amende.

17 Avril.

Mardin Joseph Fernand (dit Diska), St,
André. ’

Validité de Vengagement avee M
de Roland, contestée, .

Mise en cause do la police de cette com.
mune pour arrestation illégale du plaignant,

12 Septembre,

(Conduits par Interprdte en I'absence du
. Consul) 1° Candassamy Minatchy, engagé
Adam de Villiers, St. André;

2° Simisée. Vellaye, engasé Adam de Vil.
liers, Bras, Panou.

Exces de travail, charretiers rendue re-
sponsables des accidents aux mules et aux
harnais, retranchements de salaireg pour cette
cause,

19 Septembre,

Haidersago-Noustansagh, engagé A, Bel.
lier, Bois Rouge. :

Rudement mal-traité; condamné 3 payer
une forte amende pour impertinence enveps
gérant de Pétablissement.

17 Octobre;

Partouramin-'Co.l\nma.rdin, engagé . de |
Kpéguen (La Riviére), St. Louis.

Demande 1a rupture d’un rengagement de
5 années qu’il a é4é forcé de contracter soug
menaces et sous prétexte qu’il a volé; rete.
nues de 2 f. 50c. par mois sur ses gages.

Transmise ay Parquet, Classée 8an8 guite

Transmige ay Parquet, Classée sang syite

@

T i '
Co..;:::;ls‘la au Parquet ; classée sans suite
s ¢, e 8 juillet, poyr refus de travail eé
. o contre commandeyy bf & d
Par Jury discipling jre, et

o
reco;::;lrét Ipassé rar employé du Syndie, non
peouna. atervention de 15 Police déférée a

arquet : classée sang suje, )

I ]aint usse; o ; con-
es fa i 1
> B, actlon de ] engﬂalste k] 0

damnati()" 1 nnelle our e
en PO]lce (¢ .() n p
) N Ol‘l‘ecfl

En pp ) .
Prdsence d’un témoins refuse avee inso-

| lenca & M, Robin, Gérant, ‘d’exéenter travail

z?mmandé- Condamné pour ce fait & 25 £,
amende ; cherche 3 faire rompre son engnge-
ment pour aller & Maurice ; 'a declaré d plu-

sieurs de geg co-engagés.

Surpris 3 voler une boite de peinture i] a pro-
posé de lui-m8me au gérant de se rengager pour
b ans, ce qui a 6t accepté. Aucune retenue n’a
6té opérée suivant vérification faite des livres
de paiement,

No8, BT DATES DU CONSULAT.

No8. DU PROTECTORAT.

<

Motifs des Plaintes.

Suites donné.

1892.
28 Octobre,

Pdinin Poinambalom, engagé Lamarque,
St. Denis. Frappé par son engagiste en pré-
sence de quelques magons créoles, parce qu'il
se plaignait & lui d’étre surmené.

"3 Novembre,

Tolachi-Viraye, engagé & de Villiers, Ste.
Marie. Ily a 8 semaines, battu par garde
‘champétre ¢ Técher,”” #’est plaint au Com-
missaire de police ; aucune poursuite ; continue
4 &tre tracassé et perséeute.

8 Décembre.

Rangassamy-Mounapa, engagé Veuve
Barbot (Fiague) & St. Louis. Est retenu,
bien que son engagement soit terminé,

2 Décembre.
Soussé-Rayapin, engagé Bellier (Réunion) ,
Ste, Suzanne,
Ne regoit pas soins médicaux convenables
a ’hopital ; réclame gages 17 f. 50 ¢, non-
payés.
10 Décembre.
Saminadin Ramsamy, engagé dame Octave
Brunet.
Empéché de travailler par une douleur
dans le dos ; son engagiste V’oblige & se lever
et 8 balayer. :

Transmise au Parquet, Classée,, 12 Novem-
bre 1892,

Transmise au Parquet. Classée, 26 Novem-
bre 1892,

Verifié sur registre déclarations visés mensu-
ellement par Syndic. Est maintenu chez son
engagiste pour fournir le remploi de 16 mois et

19 jours d’absence illégale.

Passe son temps & ’hdpital, ou en désertion;
& Phopital est soigné comme tous les malades;
mauvais travailleur. L’engagiste a envoyé au
Syndie livret et somme de 17f, 50 c. pour 1la
rupture de Yengagement, ayant renoncée au
remploi de nombre de journées supplémentaires.

Malade ; a été soigné par Dr, Legras, qui lui
a fait poser un vesicatoire ; en porte la marque;
a repris de travail de lui-méme en 24 Novembre
au 4 Decembre ; disparule 6 jusqu'au 10, ou
il s’est plaint; veut faire rompre son engage-
ment.

Dated Foreign Office, the 16th June 1893.
From—Sie T. H. SanpersoN, K.C.M.G., Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affasrs,
To—The Under Secretary of 8tate for India,
With respect to the letter £rom this Office, of the 6th ultimo, T am directed by the Earl

Consul Bennett, No. 12, 11th May.

of Rosebery to transmit to you, to be laid before
the Secretary of State for India in Council, a

copy of a despatch from Mr. Bennett, Her Majesty’s Consul in Réunion, reporting the
arrival in that-island of Mr, Muir-Mackenzie, the officer deputed by the Government of India
to investigate the condition of the Indian coolie labourers in the Colony. .

I am to observe that a despatch was addressed to the Consul on the 15th of April, warning
him of the proposed mission, and that on the 6th ultimo, when it had been ascertained that
the French Government were willing to give the requisite facilities to Mr. Muir-Mackenzie
a telegram was despatched to Mr. Benpett véid Aden, whence it would be posted to Réunion.

Unfortunately, the early arrival of Mr. Mackeuzie found Mr. Bennett without any
information or instructions on the subject of the mission, and placed both gentlemen in a
‘position of some embarrassment, not only towards each other, but towards the Local Govern-

ment.

No. 12, dated Réunion, the 11th May 1893,

From—~C. W. Bexwerr, Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion,
Zo—Tae Earv or Rosteary, K.G., Her Majesly’s Secy. of State for Foreign Affairs.

On the 25th of March last I received a letter from Mr, James Muir-Mackenzie, dated
from Calcutta on the 3rd of March, in which he iuformed mg that he had been chosen by the
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L.
|
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Goverameut of India for a missi {
e : ' mission to Réunion i i P ’
\vath; view to, if p'oss'ible, a renewal of immigra:;osonne"ffn with the Tndian eoslie quéstion
bat i :: onot:1 replied that I had heard nothing fl'Um Your Fordshi -coneer ,
B ',‘ ‘:z'] o:bt, before ’hls arrival I should receive instructions § ’ i ning his misidy f
nea ﬁls; (;nt.m: red ;nm that T should be bappy to sseit b1, i:m Your Lordship ; and 1 g
y imation I received of this missi overy prope
letter from the French Consul G:n:ra.l ]:: 1(‘5::’:;;7 2 fl:Om the loonl presz, Whicl: !::l‘:;il:;.ed a
o " . N a‘n , .
ccming here ¢ pour traiter directement avec Monsieur le _é,‘ut‘z‘;:zr';e?quéteur anglais »* wag No. 1614 E., dated Simla, the 38th July 1893
‘ . 1or'a renewal of immj. * ’ o |

Endorsement by tke ForEIeN DEPARTMENT.
tural Department for disposal.

gration,
The impression , > this I
. generally conveyed by this lette
it by the papers was that 1 was su ", and the numerous ,
! superseded by Mr. Mackenzi commerits made. : ;
to mita})out it, and once I was asked whetheZI was ;:il;e:ir' 2',’:&39‘701'81 remarks wex'e'l;xqulel g Trunafors thy foll(.>wmg to the Rovenue snd Agrics
rumour:swiﬁli:: for x%elto fems;:k ({;hat, apart from g f:elin(é :)f l:ézfi:z- ) Sy } )
re widely circulated, caused c T Ty soren
that no such step could be contemplat,ed’bert::: ‘i‘:é:gs;?hens} o 8 .I had alsolute z:ﬁ;:::: ' Dated: Caloutta, the 19th July 1893,
e"e“f;il;n);i:llrvt{pg been finformed of it, P without, in ,h"e ‘natural coude of From—Moxse. J. JousLaix, Consul General for Prance at Calentia,
~ The situation was farther complicated by the fach e ‘ ' ‘ — tary lo the Government of India, FORRIGN DEPARTMBNT.
received instructions from Paris concerning Mr. Ma 'kact' Ehat_ Monsioar Mands: had diread To— The Secrelary to .v of s e L
Ckenzie’s mission, ready 3%ui, depuis deux ans, adressé différents rapports au Ministdre des. Affaires Etrangéres
a Paris formulant des critiques sur la pratique de P’émigration & la Réunion et demandant au
cher 1a reprise de PEmigration dans cette ile

Ministre que ces errements de nature A empé

Mr. Mackenzie, mo i i
Your Lordstip have»mclfzgvgg arrived -by the mail of yesterday, but g4 yet no orders £;
T rather .gather from wha{.;‘M i B
. Laer . ‘ . Mackenszie tells
boca sombwhes prosiciins r. M zte tells me that the G _ soient abandonnés.
at precipitate in despatching him' to Réunion; byt fr‘;‘zl‘:vn;ent of India bave N M. le Ministre des Affaires Etrangdres a transmis Pexposé de mes griefs au Sous-Séeré-
a taire des Colonies, qui, de son cbté, a provoqué les explications et justifications de M. Mannds,

tever cause the
ports justiﬁcﬁtifs,

delay in communicating i
lay. g to me the notice of the sendi
arise, the fact remains that I have b : i e‘n g o Réunion of i i
Not to have sesmetioct by n:e me):;xlldplla::ed 11:1 8 very awkward: position, r. Mackenzie may Gouverneur de 1'Tle de 1a Réunion. .
and bis.calling slone o tin G would? een disrespecful to the Gove M., Mands a répondu, au Sous-Séerétaire des Colonies, par deux. rap

: .have tended to strengthen the b, ]-r"ﬂ’ent of India, , : ue M. le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres me chrge de transmetbre en a0pie A% (oavernement

olief in the rumonr : de Son Excellence le Vise-Roi. v
J’ai, en conséquence, I’honneur de vous transmettre ces documents portant les numéros &

that I was'superseded.;-and, ;
: v ;and, on the other hani
instpuctions from You; Lor:lshifp to do (:o fiaed, T could not officially .re
1 therefota ventured: to present him unofficially to Mousieur Mang
ands,

Hia Excellenoy ' that Your Lotdship’s orders as to the migs; had
on ha not

cognize him, as I bad
no
' et 8 de mon envoi.
rangéres me charge de transmettre, au Gouvernement de

2. M. le Ministre des Affaires Et;
les pidces jointes portant le No. 1 de mon envoi et con-

being o&reﬁzl
. to tell
ot .
yeb reached me ; byt Son Excellence la Vice-Roi et en copie,
cernant le.rapatriement de 63 immigrants indiens venant de la Réunion et par la voie de

that-as Mr. Mackenzie had been teleg
. elegraphed to at
await a further communication from Indi Aden to proceed t i
. . the to Mauritius
Mr. Mackenzie leaves to-dav. 8, they would probably g and there .
X -day. He is now the Y arrive by noxt mail. .
lrletur.x;l.l;e ?ullA accept the hospitality of the Consulate 8’;;81'- of_ Monsieur Mands; but. on bj ‘ Maurice. . . . ) ' .
o will-be-acoessible to a number of influential people ! By ere hie novements wi|l be fr 18 Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Séerétaire, les assurances de ma trés haute considération,
me“tiho““ 150'!0118‘ IN the -present Governor is in péw::' would never set foot.ingide g:;:rl;d <. V
n cone Ik ) ower, . .
accord, and lui’:zn ;onvh;lvc:do:;]h’;tto s;i?llgb: N Mit'- Mackenzie and wyself are acting j e No. I.
" interests of the public servige, ” @ return, we ghall be ab '1g In perfect
d service. ‘ able to work together in the ' Dated Paris, the 9th June 1893.
| Prom—Moxs. Deviiug, Minister for Foreign dffairs, Paris,
To—The Consul General for France at Calcutia, »
Monsieur lo Sous-Sécrétaire d’Etat des Colonies me fait connaitre que le gouverneur dela
immigrante indiens & rapatrier et que

Réunion a dirigé sur PInde, par Maurice, un groupe d’immi
Padministration de notre colonie a pris toutes les mesures néce
de ces coolies g’effectue dans les meilleures conditions.

J’ai Phonueur, en me référant 2 la communication de M. Ribot du 6 janvier dernier,
vous transmettre, ci-joint, pour votre information, uue copie de Ia lettre que M. Delcassé
m’s adressée 3 ce sujet et je crois devoir, A cette ocoasion, vous faire savoir que c'est sur la

laisant 1a Réunion pour

demande du Gouvernement britannique que les convois de coolies, . .
‘retourner sux Indes, sont dirigés sur Vil Mauarice. 1ls peuvent de cette maniére faire
cette colonie britannique pour I’Inde.

partir des convois de retour partant chaque mois de
Recevez, Monsieur, les assurances de ma considération trés distinguée.

e s i

gsaires pour que le rapatriement

Dated Paris, the 81st May 1893.

From —Moxs. Deroassé, Under-8ecretary of dtate Jor the Col

To—The Minister for Foreign dffairs, Paris.

Pour faire suite & la lettre de mon prédécessenr en date du 18 Avril 1892, No. 1209, j'ai

Phonneur de vous informer que le Gouvernenr de !a Béunion & dirigé sur Maarice 63 immi-
nts indiens & rapatrier. ‘

outes les mesures nécessaires pour assurer la

L’administration de notre colonie a pris ¢
réussité de cette opération. Des rechanges ont 6té embarqués en méme temps que le convoi,

ontes, Paris,

Gov brament of India Central Printing OfficoomN —_— 3
Hob=~No, 151 B, & 4,~29.8.95
S S RS-0 ~F. J, B.~120,



2
pour &tre distribués avant le débarquement dans:l’Inde. Ddapres | " e
des immigrants ils emportaient un pécule #'élevant & 2,013 frsﬁcs eﬂLgi‘:::mW:;i;"dlvldue .
o s . ( comp

la fagon snivante :—
8 enfants de 12 9 uns,

7 immigrants de 10 & 20 ans.
19 .,. - de2C & 50 ans,
28 " de 50 & 70 ans.

1 veillard  de 84 ans, ‘

soit dix-neuf indiens senlement représentant des forces vives. ' Les convois quj i

oelui-ci comprendront & peu de chose prés les mémes éléments. Cependant, si 1,?11‘ suivront
indienne était reprise, il est & présumer que le taux des primes de renga,crement:: T;l..,"ratw.n
notablement, et il pourrait e’en suivre des convois:de rapatriement plus impo:tan te. Ealsse;”t
quelques hommes valides, que Pavantage des primes élevées retient dans la coloni;a d o ; b
raient leuf rapatriement, et il-en serait de méme d’un grand nombre’ d’immic.:»,.,,,nt's r’e‘ r:ma.n e
les non-valeurs que la pénurie de bras a foreé jusqu’d ce jour léspropriétaire:a em l’op o
ceus-ci remplacersient avee empressement par de jeunes recrues. mployer ¢t que

3

" Agréez, ete.

_ No. II..
. Dgted St. Denis, the- 18th March 1893.

Prom—Mons. E. Mands, Governor of Réunion,
To—The Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, Paris.

Il m’a parﬁ indispengable de vous fournir un compléu;ent d; rei enemante o. . )
ense

dans la. plus large mesure possible, les impressions ficheuses q:elgs:zg:i?nio“r gtf:.enue

fiéclaratmns de M. le Consul d’Angleterre 2 la Réunion en -particalier 3 cell o

il est fait allusion dans la- réponse de M.: le . Consul Général parlant dee'sfui

rapporteraiént & ces “derniers temps.”

T
‘ es
auxquelles
ts qui-se

Je vais done examiner ces déclarations une b.‘ une | ;
, y eén reproduisan
13 lottre de M. Jouslain : P t les“
619, Il ost un point qui n'a pas ét6 traité jusqu’d présent dont il es
: 8 t parlé t i
semble copendant avoir nne grande influence sur les déterminations prises danf?z pa::; iorttom

“On a constaté que les coolies venant de nos ‘eolonies revenaient j
restreint, ou méme sans pécule, surtout ceux de la Réunion.” . . " prosane tou]’ours aveo un péoule triy

termes p)émg de

ent, mais qui

Ci-joint un tableau contenant des renseignements statisti ai .
d rnidres années, d’autre part le pécule emporté par ces mémes immi‘grant‘s. De czu:slge vl
résulte-qu’il a'6té rapatrié. 1,861 indiens, qui, défaleation faite -des femmes et desa 9: .
(s0it 532), out emp rté un pézule total de 83,544 franes, ce qui fait en'moyen par i en ants
de 21 ans et au-dessus une somme de 79:08fr. ' o yon par immigrants
11 n’est done pas exact de dire que les coolies' venant de  la Réunion reviennent
toujours “sans péeule surtout, si Ion’ considere, comms le fait remarquer le P vl;resque
(voir tablcau” A) que ‘les immigrants se refusent 2 faire’ la déelaration du éculio eOtfPr'
emportent,” et &, en outre, on tient compte dela valeur des achats faits indir\)ridu eil bk
par chaque immigrant au moment du départ. , € emen

Asburément il eerait 2 désirer que ce pécule £4t plus important, mais il ne fay .
oublier que dans to1s les eonvois, il se trouve dans la proportion d'un quart au m ’_‘“t pas,
vieillards et des infirmes qui, n’4tant plus capables d’nn travail effectif, n’ont reca (;)“_15_ dee
dernidres années qu’un salaire restreint, qu’en outre Pimprévoyance est’ et sera % ans oces
temps, et que les indiens, plus que tous autres peut-Btre, y sont généralement exposé: tous les

« 9°, On a appris que dans cette dernidre colonie (la Réunion .
aux alentours delpgillages d’éwigrants des cantines qni'( previennént){, ljzag:'l;;egl;:::::tmlu%lg“]328::\1t ﬂ.'établir
coolies et surtout au moment de leur départ, alors que les émigrants de la Guyane Holla:ndaix Oul:.omles den
ot ceux des colonies auglaises trds surveillés et (soumis B ane certaine retenae do salaire, avec leu:- ::’m G:emple.
recevaient, en arrivant dans I'Inde, des sommes parfois eonsidé;nblu, provenant de-oss retenues volont iel::.!'nent

Le département n’ignore pas que ce qui est permis & la Guyane Hollandyi ;
colonies anglaises, e+t formeljement interdit & la Réunion, . ! - nduise et dans l'eet

Eu effet, aux termes dn déeret du 27 Aoflit 1887 'régléthehtan‘t;‘ le travail dans .la coloni |
un décret rendu A la suite des désidérata formulés en 1882 par le Gouvernement de l’;::iee.

‘n'est exposé & aucune tentation, et d’ol il sort pour s’em

lui-méme, “los salaires dfis aux indiens doivent &tre payés Yous les mois et exceptionelle-
e%t, sur autorisation du Protecteur tous les deux mois-au plus ¥ (article 45). ,

Si douc les retenues opérées sur les salaires des indiens employés dans les colonies
anglaises—moins celle de Maurice tontefois—permettent & ces émigrants, A leur retour dams
P’Inde, d’avoir des sommes parfois considérables, comment le Gouvernement de I’Inde peut-il
s'étonner que les mémes resultats ne soient pas obtenus. & la Réunion, olt il est fait une
obligation stiicte aux propriétaires de g’acquitter intégralement chaque  mois des salaires:
dfis aux travailleurs ? '

D’autre part, si ces émigrants réussissest par ce moyen 3 amasser un pécule, rien ne serait
plus facile que d’arrivar & des résultats tout aussi satisfaisants dans la colonie. 11 suffirait pour
cola ou de modifier 'article 55 du déeret précité, on d’intraluire dans les contrits passés dans
PInde et dans la colonie une clause autorsant sur les gsalaires des travailleurs une retenue
mensuelle de 2:50 fr. oude 5 franes, laquelle retenue serait versée entre les mnins du Protecteur
des Immigrants, qui en ferait le dépot aux caisses d épargue et dans tous autres établissements
publics, et remise aux indiens & leur débarquement a Pondichéry.

Je ne puis done que recommander au Département Vadoption de cette mesure, mais, en
attendant que ce progrés puisse &tre réalisé, e’en suit-il, comme le constate la lettre de M.
Jouslain, que les coolies, surtout au momeant de lear départ, dépensent, jusqu’au dernier sou, de
leurs économies dans des cantines établies au ¢ alentours des villages d'émigrants?

Ces remseignements sont inexacts, attendu quen vertu du projet de déeret da 20
Décembre 1867, relatif 2 la fabrication et & la vente des epirituenx dans la colonie ““ aucun
boutique de spiritueux, en dehors des villes et bourgs, ne peut-étre placé & une distance moindre
de 250 matres de toute distillerie (Article 85).”

Or, chacun sait que les distilleries sont le plus gouvent des annexés aux fabriques de sucre,
aupres desquelles sont situés les camps des travailleurs que M. St. lohn qualifie sans doute
de villages d’émigrants—et que toutes les fabriques de sucre sont établies dans les campagnes.

De plus, comme les spiritueux ne peuvent &tre vendus au détuil que dans des cantines,
puisque le colportage en est interdit.et qu’ausun débit ne peat étre ouvert avant la justification
au service des contributions indiréctes du paiement d’une licence (art. 36 du projet de décret
précité), on voit que les preseriptions de V’article 35 ci-dessus rappelées ne peuvent étre que
rigoareuscment observées. '

La, d’aillenrsy ne se bornent pas les sages dispositions élictées par nos réglements en
vigueur et qui sont de nature & protégar Pémigrant contre toutes excitations. TLe déeret du
27 a0t 1887 preserit anssi que la dette contractée par un travailleur dans une boutigue tenue
pur la propriété o il réside, ne peut en sucun cas tre retenue sur ses salaires (article 58) ;
non seulement les Syndics tiennent la main & ce que aucune retenue ne soit opérée de ce chef,
mais la preseription édictée par c:t article 58 éjuivaut en fait & une prohibition de Vinstalla-
tion de brutiques sur les propriétés rurales.

En fin, est-il besoin de rappeler que, & Pexpiration de son contrat d’engagement, limmi-
grant est placé dans wn dépdt communal, puis dirigé au chef lieu sur un dépbt central, o il
barquer & destination de Pondichéry.

8. “I1 en résultait, ces faits étant repandus par les arrivants, gne les indiens de l'iutérienr .montreraient
beaucoup de répugnance A s’engager pour nos colonies, d'oit on arrivail nu comme au dépars, et cette répug- .
navce des indiens pour I'engazement en pays frangais, quoique non constatée daus les rapports et griefs offici-
ellement tranemis & notre Goavernemsut, aurait 6t4 pour beaucoup dans la détermination de suspendre I'émigra- .
tion pour nos colonies.” » ‘

Un semblable grief a lieu de me surprendre. .

Le Département sait, en effet, que avantle départ des coolies jndiens qui ont opté pour
le rapatriement le Consul d’Angleterre se rend en personne ad dépds central dont j’al parlé'
plus hdut, et que 1a il examine et questimie les immigrants. Il est donc ir.nposs-ible d’ad:
mettre qu'il ait laissé des sujets anglais 8tre embarqués 748 ; quoiqu’il en soit, je puis affirmer
ot j’affirme que, outre les deux rechanges que chaque travaillear recoit par an,aux term?s de
gon contrit (article 51 du décret de 1887), il est distribué des rechanges tant 3 lear départ

de la colonie qu'd leur arrivée dans VI de, aux indiens qui se présentent insuffisamment’

vétus. Cette distribution se fait au départ par le Protectorat des Immigrants et d l’.arrivée'
rd du navire affr8té pour le rapatriement.

par le Commissaire du Gouvernement embirqué & bo ms
C’est ainsi que, pour les derniers convois il a §té donné des rechanges dans les conditions
sus-indiquées & 814 indiens, ainsi que le mentionne le tableau A. .

De méme V’administration de la colonie a ssin de faire remettre par le Gouvernement. de
Pondichéry aux indiens les plus nécessiteux des secours, dits secours de route, pour leur per-

mettre de se rendre dane leurs foyers.



®

Ce grief n’a done sucun fondement.

4°. Enfin, “ clest tout un dossier de plai 'u‘ Ra-tooties mqs‘u direstemint 3 Londres formnIul;ﬂo
nombreux griefs sur les mauvais traitements quig onk subis tﬁQm.dm’ ces derniers temps, ot depuis les avis
que j'avais cependant transmis au mioistire etdent; -par ‘ecuséquent, on n's tenu sucuy compte dans les
oolonies.” : L ‘ )

Jo ferai romarquer tout d’abord que jamais.ces plaintes n’ont &6 communiqtiées & mon
administration, qui ne pouvait, par conséquent, en tenir compte; mais qu’y a-t«il de fondé
dans ces plaintes? En quoi consistent-elles et quelle en est la valeur ?

Toutes les plaintes recues par le Cousul et transmises au Protestorat deé Tmmigrants
sont enrégistrées. Or, il appert des archives du I:- otectorat qu’i.l 616 formalé, pour Pannée
1891, 108 plaintes de diverses natures et 66 pour I a.lfné 1592, s,(.nt au total 18 en deux aus,
On voit déja que le nombre de ces plaintes est d'e bion peu d’importance en égard A selui.
des indiens adultes résidant dans la colonie et qui sont encore au nombre de 17,420, .

Si Pon examine ensuite le caractdre de ces diverses plaintes, on est conduit & constater que
sur ce nombre de 178, 87 seulement ont trait aux prétendus mauvais traitemente subis
par les indiens. Jedis ¢ prétendus manv .is traitements, ” car les enquéte.s suxquelles il a '4tg
- procédé tant par les parquets que par le service du Protectom.t ont &tabli 'le mal-fondé ‘de ls.

plupart des griefls forwulés, ou ’insuffisance des preuves fournies par les plaignants.

Mais j’admets que toutes ces plaintes, au nombre de 37, soient justitiées. 11 werait- inté}-l

essant de savoic si daus ces colonies anglaises, si surveillées et tant vaut.ées, la proportion de
plaintes pour mauvais traitements n’est, comme & la Réunion, que d’environ un pour 'mill'e ot
par an, Aussi ai-je pleive confiance que de l’exameg. auquel le Dep&s’temenh‘ pourra ge livrep
2 Paide du résumé analytique ci-joint (tablean B), 11' resultera une {impreseion favorable, & la
géuéralité, des engagistes, et une refutation péremptou:e de ces as.sert\ons.

A titre de considérations géunérales je ferai ressortir, en terminant— .

1°. Que loin de subir de mauvais traitements, la grande majorité des indiens. qui ont
émigré  la Réunion se plaisent & y rester, et & renouveler leur engagement de trg.vall a l’ex:
piration de leur contrét. La preuve en est dans le ohiffre tres restreint des rapatriements, qui
s0 sontélevés de 1889 2 1892 & 1,361, y compris 224 enfants au-dessous de 10 ans, soit 340 par
an. .
Nest-on pas dés lors autorieé & soutenir que ces immigrants, coutrairement aux déclara-
tions de MM. les Consuls, se trouvent heureux dams la colonie, puisqu’au lieu d’user de leur
droit de retour dans ’Inde, ils préférent opter pour des ré-engagements successifs ?

20, Qu’il est établi que, dans ces derniers temps, le nombre des indiens qui ont sollicité et
obtenu les permis de séjour, aprds une série d’années passées daus les liens de I’engagement,
8’est aceru d’une manire sensible, Le nombre en a été, en effet,

de 90 en 1890
de 8l en 1891
etdel22 en 1892

soit 283 en trois ans. Or, le Département sait que le permis de séjour est le prix d'une
condaite exemplaire et surtout la preuve d’habitudes d’économies, puisque Vautorisation de
résider sans engagement dans la colonie n’est déliviée qu’aux immigrants n’ayant subi
aucune condamnation et justifiant des moyens d’existenc(}.

Pui tenu d’autant plus 2 donner cc renseignement qu’il vient corroborer celui fourni au
début de cette lettre & suvoir que les indiens réussissent & amasser un pécule pendant la durée
de leur engagement, bien qu’il ne s-it opéré aucune retenue eur leurs salaives.

Comme conclusion, j’ai done le dr it d’énoner quc ce ne sont pas les griefs exposés dans
la lettre de M. le Consul Général dc France & Calcutta qui ont pu motiver la détermina-
tion du Gouvernement de I'Tnde de suspendre I'émigration pour la Colonie de la Réunion,
lesquels griefs je crois les avoir réduits & néaut, muis bien certaines autres considérations que
le Département est & méme d’apprécier et dont il a seul V'autorité nécessaire pour triompher.
Aussi Ia colonie compte-t-elle sur toute votre sollicitude, Monsieur le Sous-Séerétuire d’Etat,

pour obtenir un coursnt d’éwigration qui la préserve d’une rnine certaine et me charge
d’étre auprds de vous Pinterpréte de ses 1égitimes et preseantes doléances.

Réunton.

IMMIGRATION. .

EXTRAIT DES ARCHIVEs DU PROTECTORAT. A
Rapatriements & Immigranis Indiens de «la Réunion’’—de Juin 18892 Juin 1892.

8t, Denis.
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Tableau B.
‘ILE DE LA REUNION,
IMMIGRATION,

Résumé des plainies poriés au Conswlat & Angleterre en 1891 et 1893, pour mauvais traitements

Nos. er DATES DU CONSULAT.

" Nos. pv ProTECTORAT.

Motifs des Plaintes.

Suites donnée.

, 1891.
No. 2.=13 Janvier.

“ Galisaeb Gourana,” No. 8092 (T.),
engagé, ‘‘ Renaissance,” Ste. Suzanne.

Menacé de perdre la vue, a demandé un
travail doux. Le gérant Venvoie aux
champs, et lui demande, pour rompre son
engagement, le remboursement de la prime.

No, 8.—13 Féprier,

“ Ramincaondin  Vingadassulom, ”” No,
106,095, engagé, Archambeaud, St. Denis.

Sa femme, “ Allamelom Arsonin,” déclare
que leur engagiste a fait arréter et empri-
sonner ““ Ramincaondin,”” qui depuis 8 jours
est occupé & reparer sa case abimée par la
coup de vent,

L * 26 Février.

SUN “Varatin Ponama,’> No, 117,127, en-

- gagé Hibon, St. Denis. Sur la décla-
ration de son engrgiste qu’il était
absent, a été arrété et conduit au poste
de “ I’Assomption,” Ayant r<fusé d’obtem-

AR . pérer & Pordre que lui a donné un agent de
Police d’arroser devant le poste, il a été violem-

L ment frappé par lui. Porte des traces &
' Poeil gauche.

21 dovril,

“Ponma Ti-Oumaléchetty,” No. 107,071,
engagée, demoiselle germaine “ Anolide,” St,
Denis.

A été battue hier par son engagiste 3
quelque .metres du consulat, au vu, dit-on, de
domestiques du cousul,

19 Mz,
“Mary Palain,” engagé & M. Salaiin, a
St. Denis, se plaint que, malade, il se voit
refuser I'entrée de I'hdpital par son engugiste,

‘ Ponin Tendrayen,” No. 107,356, en-
gogé Heritiers St, George, Ste, Matie.
Ayant réclamé & I’employé “ Rosselin ”’ un

-8ervice de M. Jules

No. 2.

N’a eu que de bons traitements.

Souffrant d’une inflummation des yeux, a’

été gardé 8 mois au magasin & ne rien faire
a été payéintégralement. Son état amélioré,
sur sa demande de reprendre le travail ,a éfé,
envoyé a la petite bande.

No. 8,

Ar:rété pour g’étre abgenté illégalemenf
dEPlll? 8 jours, quand tout le personnel
devrait &tre présent pour réparer les dégats.

N’a pas touché & ea case, qui est une

des moins endommagées. L’engagiste a b6
ovvriers entendus et occupés A ces réparations.

D’aprés informations du Procureur de la
République, sur enquéte du Commissaire
de Police, le garde da Police, “Thomy Olive,”
:1;, fn e.ffet, porté de coups au nomn;é

Vgra.tm Ponama,” qui a provoqué le dit
ajg\ent par attitude insolente et paroles gros-
sx:res. . Le ga:rde, par mesure administrative
(;so ‘ aplt;n(;ed:dt:l e;{ourls de prigon avee privation

Transmise au parquet,

Classé ;
1% Mai 1891, S°0 sans suite,

21 Mas.

Le nommé¢ « Mary Coulin

» \d
ngagé le 1 otabry 1890, hon s 2 7

1;910, pour 4 ans, au
> de M. aliiin, a pris une
waladie siphylitique grave, qui,ne l’fmpéohea
eepen(!an.t, Pas de travailler, Suivant les
Prescriptions du Dr,  Mahé,” il prend de Ia
liqueur de Van Sweeten of go iodure de

Pottassium, qui sont leg
geul
octte affection, " remiden pous

Transmise an o
parquet, CI
lettre du 19 Mai 1 aseée sans suite

R L
oSG Ay o e
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1891.

sgide de 40 fr., qui lui restait dii sur rengage-
ment de 2 ans qu’il venait de contracter, a
ét6 plongé par la téte dans le caisson de 11z,
maintenu par les pieds et battu & coups
de branche de filaos; puis enfermé 3 .1’h6p1'f.al
deux jours sous la surveillance <.1e 1'1uﬁrm}er
“ Narayanin,” constitué gardien; ten:?ms
“ Narayanin” et une femme « Amouny.

20 Ma.

« Sa.déyen-Ayapadéatchy, » No. 100,835,
engagé Claverie, & St. Suzanne. y
Malade ; n’est pas convenablement traité

2 hopital.

10 Juin.

« Proudon Incadon,” No, 14,879, engagé
2 un indien, “Jean Marie Mariapin,” 2
St. Denis, en qualité de jardinier a 12?.
50c. par mois. Suichargé de travail, subit
mauvais traitements rechanges retenus ; t:rés
4gé; demande rapatriement, que I’engagiste
refuse,

10 Juin.

« Ramin Mada,” No. 99,929, engagé,
Lesport, St. Denis.
Violemment battu 2 une heure de Papres-
midi par M. Alexis Lesport.
Témoins : Fortuné Félix, cuisinier. Forte
covtusion sur la poitrine, effet d’un coup
de pied.

“ Joseph Numemby,” No. 114,519,
engagé Claverie, Ste Suzanae. Le 13 du
courant, & Vappel, malade; a demandé
d’entrer d I’hopital. Refus de Pengagiste,
qui lui & ordonné d’aller au travail. N’en
ayani rien fait, a été conduit devant le Juge
de paix, qui ’a condammné & 15 jours de ma-
cadam. Sous prétexte de payer, il a été mis
en liberté et s’est fait delivrer parle Dr.

' Azéma, un certificat qu’il produit.

22 Jusllet.

¢ Joseph Mary,”” No. 118,802, et ‘“ Madré
Ponama,” No. 109,447 engagés Madame
Cornu, Riviére des Pluies, St. Denis.
Malade : sur refus de Vengagiste de les
laisser entrer & Dhopital, sont allés dans
leur case, ot la police, appelée par M. Cornu,
est venue les arréter et a exigé d’eux
. £, bOc., que leur employeur apayés. Ilsont
été enfermés d ’hopital comme déserteurs;

Absent illégalement depuis le 1° Avril
1891, S'est présentéilyadou b jours devant
le Syndic de St. Suzanne. Avec consente-
tement écrit de son engagiste: a la rupture
de son engagement sous condltl?n d’u rem-
boursement d’une somme assez élevée sans
faire connaitre qu’il &tait malade. M. Clavene
a un registre d’hopital sur lequel sonb
inscrites les visites du médgcm togs les 8 ou
15 jours ou plus souvent ¢l y a lieu.

Salaire réduite 3 10f, par mois sur sa de-
mande de ne pas travailler au deld de 6h.
par jour. A regu, en s’engageant, 3f. 50c. ;
1£.50c, seulement ont 66 retenu ssur ses gages.
" evra la valeur des rechanges 3 la fin du
engagiste ne peut pas rompre,
t, & cause de

Recevr

4
ler semestre. L
en ce moment, cet engagemen

ses plunta.tions.

Pluinte retirée. Engagement rompd.

De Venguéte il resulte que le .pla.ig’ua.r.st
g’est évadé de V’atelier 1e 16 5y avait été mis

. . . -
sur ea déclaration qu’il ne pouvait ou ne

it pas payer. .
lngsert};nZ' de chez son engagiste .du ler au
4 juin; puis, du 8 au 13 ; puis enfin, du 124
juin au 13 juillet, od il & été arrété par do;
gardes champétres. M. Claverie a ,
Penvoyer & Ja Police sar son re’.('us de traval i
‘ler, chargé de conduire 1a machine b. vapeux; ;
il a été entendu proférer des_ n,l,enaces
prédire que « |a machine sauterait.

Ont dispara de 1’Etablissement dle ]4,'
juillet, apres paiement des ga\ge.sl fm}:z
‘et juin. ivaiés de Phopital, ou 18 edél ¢
* entrés le 10; arrétés \en état de dsse
tion quelques jours apres; ont e:xg ?a.){er
ur frais de capture 2f. 590. L’h plt:a.t a
deux salles; la cuisine so fait dans une .au 1':;:
piéce‘ attenant & I’hOpital ; les ¢¢ Jatrines
et les water-closets ” sont également en

y sout restés jusqu’d samedi soir, oll, sous
jrétexte de reprendre le travail, ils se sont

dehors. Le Protecteur, en tournée, I'a visité;
Ja plaie & la jambe du mulade n’avait pas

d’odeur.

fait mettre en liberté, Cet hépital serait,



d’aprds eux,
cuisine,
“« water-clogets,” De pl
qu1 se trouvait avec eux,
Jambe, dont Podeur était nauséabonde,

28 Juillet,

’“ Maugra Brijy, No. 10,530
Léon Gauche, St. André,
- A été battu par son engagi il
- giste, qui ]
a faire toute espdce de travaux ;’ ;
co-engagé “ Joseph ”
Yengagement,

) :
7 dodt,

“ Joseph Na.memhy,” No. 114,519.

C A « A-teil
6t6, de nouveau, condamné 3 15 jours de

Objet de 1a note restée sang réponse

macadam ?
20 Octobre.

“ Palany-Comarin, No, 102,261
Vivahou Minatchy. »?

Se plaint de non-
mauvais traitements,

10 Décembre,
“ Sinapou Cariassapou, ’ 87
P. Morange, Montgaillard.
Se dit surchargé de travail, allant chercher,

dans les hauts, 3 grande distance, de grande
quantité de fourrage,

18 Février.

“ Vingadassamy Nellaya,” engagé Alfred
Mazévieux fils, St. Denis,
Coups et blessures,

22 Février.

“ Virapin  Moutin.” Son engagiste,

avait une plaie & Ia

(C), engagé

oblige
témoin, son
; demande rupture de

» engagé

paiement de gageset de

,865, engagé

. 1891,
}jetit, mal-propre: on y ferait la
ot il servirait de * latrine ” ot de

us, un des malades,

Engagé le 2 juillet 1891 pour la culture
et la domesticité, Condilion insérée dans le
contrdt, En dehors de la préparation .de
la vanille, commencée assez tard le matin,
et suspendue assez t0t dans D’aprés-midi,
il balaie V’écurie & 6h. du matin, et met
de P'eau dans la maison, ainsi qu’il le recon-
Dait lui-méme. Obligé de dire quand, od,
ot comment ont té exercés les sévices, il
Tépond que cela s’est passé de trés grand
matim (sans témoins) ; qu’il n’a pas été battu
fort, qu’il a ét¢ simplement repoussé par M.

Gau.che. La rupture de Pengagement ne
Seralt pas justifide,

b Répon du & note par celle du Protectorat.
uph’eata- adressé, A été condamné 2 15f.

pour évasiou de Patelier de discipline, od il

Purgeait une condamnation d’égale durée,

Pay¢ jusqu’
1891zfye de ses gages Jusqu'au 28 septembre

Fait rompre tous seg
Lo °8 engagements ;
:slm-cx est lo d4me en 3 ang: fumeur de
* gandix, ” cond 3 fois p
g >~ condamné 8 fois pour désertion,
vol et vagabondage, Engagement rompu.

Enquéte par Syndic.
co-engagés, a fournir pou
et soir, deux paquets de
bon pas dans les h
de marche, Vérifié
envoyé sur les lieux,
vérifiés, Engagés
Journées d’
1f. 85¢c. p
Plaignant.

A, comme les autyes
v la corvée, matin
fourrage, 3 Prendre,
auts, mais 3 } d’heure
Parun agent de police

Registres de Ppaiement

regulidrement payés
hogltal he sont pas retenues A
ar jour, comme I’ prétendu le

1892.

D/ Al . 2
€féré au parquet, Classée sans suite,

Transmise au

9

1892.

r 26 Février.
Abdeleader Abdelrémané, Saberma Nalla-
mée, engagés de Kpéguen, St. Louis.
Demandent 3 8tre transférés sur une autre
propriété de leur engagiste, 2 cause de M. Ron-
zeaud, qui leur refuse leur ration.

17 Mars.

Robet Anama. Son engagiste, M. Mar-
celin Douce, le traite trés durement ; I'ave'
pour famille nombreuse ; retenues excessives

. re ”
surs ses gages p ur linge non détaché.

14 Adoril,
Marie Thérese (dite Coupaya), fille de
Vally, engagée Lory fréres, Chaudron. )
Frappée et enfermée & 'hopital par geran?‘,
qui I’a forcée A se rengager quand elle aurait
voulu suivre sa mére, sortie de I’établiese-

meat,
10 Mai.
Maugina Anoup.  Frappé par employé
Raoul, qui I’a fait enfermer 2 jours au poste
de polices, engagé Salaiin.

9 Mars.

Gobulin 8évami, engagé Claverie, St.
André.

Frappé a coups de pied dans le dos parson
engagiste; aucun temoin.

10 Mas.

. 2
Armougom Canavin, engagé de Kpéguen,

quartier francais.
Battu par employé Jh. Boutin,

Latchigadou Ramudou, engacé Salaiin.

Frappé par commandeur Moutié Aran.

Cite trois témoins, ses co-engagés.

11 Jusllet,

Bahoinesing Mésaramé, engagé Héritiers

St. George, 8te. Marie.

Frappé par commuandeur; s’est plaint
au gérant, qui ’a fait condamuer & 5f.

d’amende.
17 Aodt.

Mardin Joseph Fernand (dit * Diska ),

St. André.

Validité  de D’engagement avee M.

de Roland contestés,

Absents trés souvent ; regoivent leurs vivres

par jour.

Seut depuis 10 mois; ne g'est j:u?a{s p’laint;
linge rapporté sans dtre blax.wchl. L enga-
giste ne peut payer pour sc}arvnee non fait et
dépenser fournitures sans résultat.

Tnquéte du Syndic e'n’du ?OmmiSSﬁ,il'e de
police ; p’a ét6 ni frappée, m enfermée pm:
Gérant ; battu par son amant, le nommeé
Ponapin qu’elle a quitté.

2 .
i - e sans suite.
Transmise au parquet. Classé

Transmise au parquet. .
i i 'sulvi pour
Sur action de engagiste, pours I

fausse plainte et condamné, le 20 avril, 2
3 ’
an mois de prison et 25£. d amende.

nsm’ y sée sans suite.
Transm'se au parquet, Classée

, .
Transmise au parquet. Classée sans suite.

Transmise au pargoeb. Classée sans sultde.
Condamné, le 8 juillet, pour refus 5:
travail et rébellion contre commandeur & 1.

d’amende par jury disciplinaire.

Contrat passé par employé du S yndu’:fx,l?’n
reconnu. Intervention de la Police déférée
au parquet. Classée sans suite.

. ~ 2 1 » . ar et, 4 . p . .
M. Claverie, 3 St, André, I'a frappé. suito, Prquet.  Classée  sans o poat ammatation Méele du s
Temoins : Péroumal et sa femme. !:;ltﬂ P a g plaig
25 Février, 12 Septembre. o da Vengagiste
imodé g S . Dre Plaintes fausses, action da Uengagisie;
Patanimodély Carolpamodély, Son enga. Transmise ( Conduits par Interpréte en l'absence du . o correctionnelle pour
au pa 1 ; tion en Police correctionnelle p
giste, M, Marville PAcide Champ-Borne, parquet. - Classée sans suite, Consul. ) condamnatio

Pa frappé avec un béton, 1°

le premier, le 10 Novembre, & un mois de ~
Psésent : Curpanin, son co-engagé,

Candassamy  Minatchy, engagé ]
Adam De Villiers, St. André; prison.




%
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1892.

2° Simini-Vellaye, engagé Adam de
Villiers, Bras-Panon,

Excés de travail, charrretiers rendus re-
sponsables des accidents aux mules et aux
harnais retranchements de salaire pour cette
cause,

19 Septembre.

Haidersaéb Noustansaéb, engagé A.
" Bellier, “ Bois Rouge.”
Rudement maltraité ; condamné & payer
une forte jJamende pour impertinence envers
gérant de Pétablissemert,

17 Octobre,

Partouramin Comarin, engagé de Ré-
guen (La Riviére) St. Louis.

Deémande la rupture d’un rengagement de
5 années qu’ill a été foreé de contracter sous
menace et sous prétexte qu’ila volé ; retenues
de 2fr. 50c., par mois sur ses gages,

28 Octobre.

Péivin Poinambalom, engagé Lamarque, °

St. Denis.

Frappé par son engagiste en préserce de
guelques magons créoles, parce qu’il se plaig-
nait & lui d’étre surmené.

8 Novembre,

Colachi-Viraye, engagé A. de Viiliers, Ste
Marie. Ilya 3 semains battu par garde
champétre “ Técher,” s’est plaint au Commis-
saiie de Police ; aucune poursuite; continue
4 &tre tracassé et perséeuté,

&8 Décembre.
Rangassamy Mouniaya, engagé Veuve
Barbot (Fiague) a St, Louis.
Est retenu bien que son engagement soit
terminé.

2 Décembre.

Joussé Rayapin, engagé Ballier (Réunion),
Ste Suzanne.

Ne regois pas soins médicaux convenables 3
’hébpital ; reclame gages 17 fr, 50 c. non-payés.

10 Déecembre.

Saminadin Ramsamy, engagé dame Oc-
tave Brunet.

Empéché de travailler par une doleur dans
le dos ; son engagiste 'vblige & se lever et a
balayer.

En présence d'un témoin a refusé avee
insolence & M. Robin, gérant, d’exécuter
travail commandé. Condamné pour ce fait
2bf, d’amende, ckerche a faire rompre son
engagement pour aller & Maurice ; ’a déclaré
3 plusieurs de ses co engagés,

Surpris & veler une boite de peiuture, il

., 4 3 4
a proposé de lui-méme au gérant de se
rengager pour 5 ans, ce quia été accepté,

A s . .
ucune retenue n’a été opérée suivant veri-

fieation faite des livres de faiement.

Transmise au £
parquet ; classée, 12 rem-
bre 1893, quet ; e, 12 Novem

Transmise au parquet ; classé, 26 Nov-
embre 1892,

Vérifié sur régistre; déclaration visé
mensuellement par syndic. Est maintenu
chez son engagiste pour fournir le remploi
de 16 mois et 19 jours d’absence illégule.

. Passe son temps & I'b8pital ou en déser-
tion ; & I’h6pital est soigné comme tous les
m.alades; mauvais  travailleur.—L’enga-
giste a envoyé au syndic livret et somme de
17 fr. 50 ¢. pour la rupture de Pengagement,
ayant renoncé au remploi de nombre de
Journées supplémentaire.

.Malade, a été soigné par Dr. Legras, qui
lui & fit poser un vesicatoire; en porte la
marque ; a repiis le travail de lui-méme du
?4 novembre ou 4 décembre ; disparu le 6
Jusq’au 10, ol il &’est plaint; veut fairo
rompre son engagement,

11
1892.
Décembre. e
r 20 Ie’.cem re ) . Présenté au Jury disciplinaire pour refus
Mounoussamy Latchimy, engzgé Claverie catégorique de travail; condamné 3 25 fr.
a St. Suzanve. 00 ¢. damende sur mnouveau refus, apres

Plainte portée en son nom par le nommé
Percival Gondinagom, qui se dit le pere de
Mounoussamy, et prétend que celui-ci a 6té
condamné au macadam pour refus de tra-
vail. 1l n’a plus voulu, declare-t-il, fravail.
ler aprés qu'il a été violemment battu par son
engagiste & la suite de sa precédente plainte
au consulat contre M. Claverie et le com-
mandeur Felix Tangin.

invitation du tribunal disciplinaire, & repren=
dre son service. Lia plainte pour coups contre
Pengagiste et le commandeur avait été précé-
demment déférée an parquet et classée.

26 Décembre.

Chéda Danesinga & I’Entre-Deurx.

Le plaint que le syndic veut soumeftre
gos deux enfants 3 Pengagement, bien qu’il
veuille les mettre & Péecle.

Tnexact ; n’a pas dit au syndic qu’il avait
Pintention de leur faire suivre une
sursis aecordé dans la cas ot il justi-

école ; ' ’ :
e la fréquentation d’une école par

fierait d
ses enfants.
Le Protecteur ; Chef du Service,
G. MALION.

8¢, Denis, le 11 Mars 1893.

NO- III'
Dated St. Denis, the 24th April 1893.

From—M. Ed. Maxks, Governor of the Island of Rézmzz;on,

To—The Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, Paris.

(ter Division, 9me Bureau) vous avez
Juite par la Chambre de Commerce dela
al Général de France d Calcutta que
Jlisés dans notre colonie des économies
e la clientéle des caisses d’épargne

Par votre dépéche du 8 mars deraier, No. 26
demandé d’dtve fisé sur la valeur de cette assertion pro
o Réunion & M. le Cons

4 pp- Jointes. les indiens auraient ré

appréciables et formeraient un des princ’paux éléments d
locales.

J’gi Vhonneur de vous adresser des états certifiés, par e aenls qui
tués par des indiens aux caisses d’épargne de St. Plicrre et de St. Pa.nl; gs Siu e 1
existent & la Réunion, et, en outre, & la caisse de prévoyance du crédlt_ ed S.(-, Denis' .
existait une autre caisse de prévoyance, celle du crédit ggricole ef,.cor'r:u.le;’mal 9' t d oo ) pgu-
avait recu de nombreuses sommes déposées par les ir.ldxens. Mais jat et:ef;cernant ootte
voir pas vous envoyer en méme temps, par ce courrer .les renselfgneu:le’n trer en liquidation
dernidre, et certainement les plus importants. Cet établissement vient d'en

judiciaire.

qui de droit des pla-ements effec-

i i ce documeat, dont vous
Je pense, cependant, pouvoir vous tiansmettre prochainement A

p . 10ts. La
apprécierez VVimportance sous le rapport du nombre des de:posa.nts ob ddu cb(:g: ed(:lsed?:.z‘t,zyance
crédit agricole, en effet, par la traduction en tamoul des 1:eglen.1e’nts ¢ sa &indiens, qui y ap-
qu’il a fait répandre en ville et dans les campagnes, avait attu:: tl;?iltlcgtuge - trait o’ﬂ rtes.
portaient leurs économies A cause des conditions avantageuses d’intere

) .
23: s placé avaieunt
. . PRRRT e crédit, les somme X
] uis la fermeture de cet établissement d - ot
Bien que, e : arera la crise financidre ; il n’en est pas molns

&té toutes relirées, pour rester cachés tant que d + Cr” \ie et pourra servir justi-
certain que le relevé qui vous sera adressé accusera Ia situation vmerce dola Réunion. A une
fier, dans une certaine mesure, Vassertion de la Chambre de Comm jes, quils ne savaient & qui
certaine époque, lorsque les indiens, embarassés de leurs econlom Zno.ait 1a garde de leur
confier, voulaient se prémunir contre les éventualités auxquelles les €Xp
péeule dans lews cases, ils s’étaient adressés au Protectorat. Protectorat, il résulte que 64
C’est ainsi que, depuis 1878 & 1887, d’un carnet tenu au O ui ::onstitue un dépdt
indiens ont déposé de sommes s’élevant 3 19,534 fr. 55 c. en 9 an?, ced
annuel moyen de 2,170 fr., soit, en moyenne, par individue, 339 fr.



12
Les dépdts officiels appuyés de pitees ci-jointes se montent aux sommes snivantes :
Caisse d’cpargne de §. Pierre . . . . . . e S '
Caisse de prévoyance de §t. Pierre . . N . T z’ggo 23 ""
Caisse d’epargne de St. Paul . . . . . . ) 1’40? g?)
22D
e Y
. Ensemble . 9,921 923

pour 30 déposants, soit, en moyenne, 339 fr. 70 0. par individu,

Ce.s réS\.xltats'partiels ne paraissent pas faits pour confirmer ’assertion rappelée plus haut
11 convient, je crois, d’attendre le rensrignement annoncé, qui doit les compléter ouI; se fa'l.] ’
une opinion définitive sur l.a?, question, quoique, & vrai dire, il soit de notoriétd ,uI; o dfa1re
qui ont des épargnes constituent une exception parmi leurs compatriotes 1 § ndens

Etat des Sommes D élz‘f""é“_ aw _C’éd’.‘ Agricole, par les Indiens, par Pintermédiaire dw servi
de Uimmigration, du 88 Octobre 1878 au 30 Novembre 1887 e

Déposée Nowmbre des Montant des =
on Déposants, Dépots. Observations.
1878 1 Fr. ¢
1880 13 0,438 65 | tours bphics u cournnt des choses rélatives au
1851 19 3’351 a5 eéd'etu 8 “PATgNes, les indiens so sont adressés dir 'tp eement
1882 8 l:270 25 ‘c‘rTalmo:lg"l’KI:::e;é qu “teal la bonne idde (ie fair:etbr:(rllllxei?: 211:
1883 4 1000 60 | attirés d g emouts do sa “caisse de prévoyance,” qui
1884 9 3,058 15 irés do préférence. yance,” qui les a
1885 7 3,913 30
1886 3 2,220 25
1887 7 2,223 00
ToTAUX 64 19,534 55
Le . .
Protecteur ; Chef du Service de P Immigration,
Sr. DENIS; F. MALION.

Le 20 doril 1893.

Liste des Immigrants qui ont effectué des Dépdts & lu caisse d’Epargne de « 8 Piorre
; ierre.

Dates des Versements, Noms des Indienes, M tTd_QEM‘
— ontant des Dépdts,
Septembre et Octobre 1886 | ... | Vaity . . . . . Fr. e
1883 Mars . . .1 12 Darmalingum . . . * . . 6 05

3 Y] . . 3 Angama Gourama . . * ¢ 450 00
, Avril . . . Ramsamy . . . . . 10 29
1887 Aot . . .| 1% | Alexandra Taily ) : . 2 87
., Septembre . 1 | Latchoumin . . . . . ) . 33 39
1890 Octobre. .| .. | Armand Racaille . . . ’ . . 419 12
+| .. | Antony Papa . ’ : . 68 85
- . .1 . |8inin Virapin . . . 78 94
1891 Mars . . .| .. | Dany Gaucalia . . . 380 07
1892 Novembre . 7 Moumousamy . . . . ) 10 00
1893 Avril . , .l ... | Amourdom Louis . . . . : . ;? ég
e
Torar .| 1,500 23

Certifié conforme & nos livres,

Le Cai:sier de la caisse & Epargne de 8t Pierre
CROSNIER.
St. PierRe; le 18 Avril 1893.

13

Liste des Indiens qui ont fait Dépbt & la Caisse de Prévoyance de Saint Pierre,

. ae

Compts, Dates des versements, Noms des Indiens. Montants des Dépdts.
Fr. e.
7 | Du 24 Novembre 1890 au 11 Janvier 1893 | Panama Savagany . . . 2,104 76
29 | Du 29 Décembre 1890 au 6 Février 1893 | Berthe Latohoumanu . . . §9 05
30 » " . | Joseph Latchoumanu . 22 00
31 " » | Eugéuio Latchoumsnn  + .+ . 22 00
32 » » . | Elise Latchoumanu . . . . 97 10
34 ” 2 . | Emilien Latchoumanz . . . 54 60
44 | Du 5 Janvier 1891 au 1* Janvier 1893 . | Emmanael (flls d’Antony Rayapin) . 1,327 30
64 » » .| Antony, Rayapin, pdre o . . 662 30
106 | Du 30 Juin 1891 au 4 Avril 1893 .| Pouty (Madémoiselle @le, 118,743) . 141 80
180 | Du 12 Avril 1892 au 1% Janvier 1893 .| Sanassamsa Madémoiselle Gle, 2,777) . 985 40
212 | Du 13 Juillet 1892 aun ” » - | Eugene Talitiama . & . . 625 00
216 |Du20 , , au " .| Bengali Zibetate Maugri (No. 9674) 511 00
258 | Du 9 Décembre 1892 an » - | Bermah Simayen (Madémoiselle Gle, 401 20
103,848).
268 | Du 6 Février 1893 » » «|René Latchoumanu . . 12 50
ToTAL . 6,926 00
Certifié conformes 2 nos livres, le 1893.
Pour le Directenr,
L. RICUL.
—
CAISSE D’EPARGNE DE ST, PAUL.
Liste nominative des Indiens ayant effectué des Dépbts & la caisse @ Epargne.
Rl Noms et prénoms, Date des versements. Montant du verse™ | Obgervations.
Fr,
1 | Paquirsaéb, dit Paquiry Bebana . . . | 24 Février 1890 . 164
” I ” e . 10 Mars 9 . 50
" 2 » . . .28 » 1801 . 101
2 | Soucroumanien Ellams . . . .120 Aottt 1892 . 50
8 | Carropin Virapin . . . . .| 30 Janvier 18908 . 1,000
4 | Anamoutou Joseph . . . |17 Aviil 18083 . 50
F—
TorsL . 1,405
g=;
Vu :. Certifié exact.
Le casssier,

L’adminssiralenr,
DES JARDINS.

8, Pavr;

Le 17 Avril 1893.

Gevernment of Iadia Contral Printing Oftes,~No. 153 B C. A,

S. VINCENT.

»
=91-8-08,~120.=F, J, B,



No. 872; dated Madras, the 12th August 1893, o Fie No. 4 -

" From—1J. B. Coneax, Esq., Mauritius Government Emigration Agent.

To—The Secretary to the Government of India, REVENUE iND AaeicULTURAL DEpt. )

Wita reference to the question of permitting the _résumption of cooly et&iigraﬁon to
Réunion, which I learn from the newspapers is now under the consideration of thg G,overt.lment
of India, I beg to address you on % point which has most probibly already been dealt with by

Mr. Muir-Mackenzie. : , s
- 9. If, as 1 understand is the case, the said permission is to be accorded only on the
condition that future emigration to Réunion shall be regulated by the existing Emigration Aet
and ra'es, the recruitmeat being made in British territory by British gubjects .afxd the
embarkation effected only ab British ports, then, 1 have reason to believe,. the .Mauntm§ Go-
vernment would be willing to assist in this matter-by allowing its emigration ?.genc1es ab
Calcutta and Madras to recruit and export the labour requiréd, Besi‘dfes.meetmg all the
requirements of the* Act and rules this arrangement will enable the Mam‘.lhus Governmenh to .
mainiain its existing agencies at a 'reduc;d cost ab well as 8aVe the Réunmon Government the .
larger expendituf'q which the opening out and ‘maintena.ncepf separate agencics would neces- .
garily entail, 80 that it would.be acceptable to both the Colonies on he score of economy.
would here beg to “point %o the fact that a similar arrangement exists In regard; to the re. .
patriation of Indians in the French Colony, which sends its return coolie.s to India throug};
Mauritius, whose agencies - at Calcutta and Madras réceive "and deal with them on, their
_arrival at these ports. ’ B

3. If this particular matter has not already come %0 the notice of the Government of
India and. formed the subject of communication, between the two Government.si I beg. ?0
request you will be good enough to place it before His Excellency the Vi.c'eroy in Council in
view tothe Government of Mauritius belog afforded an opportunity'ot' making 2 PTQPOSB‘-

o

.

CGoversment of Indis Central Printing Ofbe.~No, 860 B. & l.—23-l1-93-—120.4&. R, ,
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Dated Calcutta, the 22nd August 1893.

From—13. Jousrain, Esq,, Consul General of France in India, Calculla,

To—His Bxcellency the Viceroy in Council, Simla.
L Gouvernement de Pondichéry et la Chambre de Commerce de ce port francais ont éé
e de Madras, dont traduction est jointe et qui conclut
notre territoire.
Gouverneur de Pondichéry pour é&tres
établissent 1’ inexactitude des faitss

vivement émus par un arficle de la Press
3 la suppression des Agences francaises d’Emigration suv
Les documents joints qui m’ont été transmis par le
soumis & Votre Excellence et au haut conseil de V'Inde,
allégués par Madras.
J’ai Ihonneur de les adresser 8 Votre Excellence.

Lesprit élevé et équitable du baut conseil appréciera si les revendications de Madrfa\s
bagées sur des faits inexacts, et condamnables par leur exagération méme, devront étre aceueil-
lies par le Vice-Roi en Conseil.

Votre Excellence et le haut Conseil pensera certainement,
comme 1\’ Angleterre, possédant dans I’Inde 280 millions de sujets contre 150 mille environ

vivants sur les petits enclaves de Pondichéry et Karikal, ne peut raisonnablement et humaine-
ps par ces petites parcelles de

qui a & sa disposition toutes les

en outre, qu'une grande nation

ment supprimer les ressources qul viennent chez ses voisi
terrain ; et ce, pour le profit d’une grande cité comme Madras

" richesses d’un immense territotre.

. En conséquence j’exprime espoir que le Vice-Roi en Conseil appelé 3 désigner les ports
de Inde, dans lesquels les opérations de recrutement seront effectuées (conformément
a Varticle 3 desiderata exprimés par le projet Mackenzie-Mangs en date du 20 Juin 1893 ), main-
tiendra les ports frangais de Pondichéry et de Karikal comme ports de recrutement tels qu’ils
P’ont été dans le passé.

Traduction &un Article du Madras Times du 94 Juillet 1693.

RerERANT 3 nos remarques, dans an puméro recént au sujet de V’émigration des coolis
de 'Inde Anglaise 3 la Réunion, nous apprenons qu’il est probable que le résultat de la mission
de M. Mackenzie sera que, st la reprise de Pémigration 3 cette colonie doit étre permise, elle sera
geulement sanctionnée & la condition que les coolis soient embarqués dans les Ports Anglais,
et que leur emigration soit reglementée par le Decret et les arrétés existant sur Pémigration.
Pans Yintérét du cooly nous espérons que tel sera le eas, On ne doit jamais oublier que les
torts qui ont causé le retrait du privilege gu’on se propose d'accorder de nouveau 2 la Colonie,
consistaient, non seulement dans le traitement que le cooly indien recevait, de planteurs

exigeants, apres s0n arrivée a destination, mais aunssi davs les malheurs qu’il avait & supporter

avant qu’il ne soit arrivé 3 destination ; nous pouvons, tout d’abord, dire que c’est presque 3
partir du moment ol il met les pieds sur le territoire de 1'I nde-Francaise. 8i le négrier de
Bourbon, dont nous avons écrit Phistoire dans notre numéro en question, avait usé de moins
de reticences en ce qui concerne les détails les plus gombres de son commerce, il aurait pu nous
revéler une histoire d’une description trés écceurante. Mais les abus aux quels le privilege
d’exporter les coolis Anglo-Indiens du territoire Franco-Indien donnaient lien, méme avec la
surveillance attentive d’un Protecteur d’¢ migrants dans la personne du Conseil Anglais, sont
gufisamment connus pour qu’d aucun prix on puisse desirer le retour & P’ancienne méthode ;
en ce qui concerne le cooly, nous croyons que les pmpositions que M. Mackenzie soumett::a
au Gouvernement, écartent complétement tout retour 3 Pancien régime, et que lorsque Pémi-
gration pour la Réunion sera permise, elle sera, sous tous les rapports, placée sur le méme pied
que celui desautres colonies qui présentement obtiennent Je travail de ’Indien aux condit.ion's
imposées par le decret et les réglements de I’émigration dans ’Inde. Madras deviendra, ainsi,
probablement, le port d’embarquement pour le sud de I’Inde, avec un dépdt central fonction-
nant en connexion avec 'agence locale de Pémigration de Maurice, comme Calcntta le sera pour
le nord de Inde. Nous apprenons que déja un accord a eu lieu entre les Gouvernements de
Maurice et de Bourbon et qu’il & été reconnu par Je Gouvernement de PInde. Ce? accord
pourvoit au rapatriement des coolis Indiens de la Réunion vid ‘Maurice » d’h ils sont
transportés a Madras conjointement avec ceux qui sont rapatriés de Maurice, et sont recus et

L
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traités, ici par P'agence d’6migration de Mautice, de 1a mém
S e fagon qu i
Maurice le sont. ’ agom que les aoolis revenant‘;i.
s . N G
Ife stt?amer British India S. Cie, qui nous apportait le dernier eonvoi de coolis retournant d
Matfnce, il y a deux mois écoulés, a aussi transporté, en vertu de cette convention, le premi e
contingent de coolis qui a été ainsi rapatrié de Bonrbon, Cet arrangement nous mc:nt p] mier
sibilité d’utiliser la méme canal pour Pexportation. La Réunion aura ainsi ses tx;re ‘_!-IPOB
indiens par le canal de Maurice, les besoins de la premidre colonie étant satistaits aval eurs
agences présentemenb maintenues & Calcutta et & Madras par la deuxieme colonipour. le
Maurice. - Ce plan semble non seulement praticable mais se recommande lui-mémee Z’:l et
étant le moyen le plus simple de trouver le résultat du Jprobléme e
: une M. M ieq €i
chargé de résoudre. ' ' ' E ackenzio a 6té

No. 126, dated Pondicherry, the 8th Aagust 1893,

From—M. E. PovLa1N, Vice-President, Chamber of Commerce, Pondicherry
To—The Governor of French Settlements in India, Pondi’éﬁerry, Vs

1artENTIOX de la Chambre de Commerce a été appelée : .
Juillet dernier daos le Madras Times, dont j’ai l’honneﬁf de v;l:: 1:;:;:13:112 tlr):(;) ]lét. lo 24
_qui a pour but dobtenir du Gouvernement anglais la centralisution 3 Madras de : N ;011, o
opémgoxla‘eé d'e recrutemefxt, ‘d’engagement ft _d, expédition des convois d’engag é:ui:;i:::
gzuIr( m‘ik‘ﬁ‘]t.mmn, en supprimant les agences d’émigration et les transports de Pondichéry ot
Bien que Varticle d’un tournal quélgu’en soit Vaute : . ]
les résolutious du Gouvernexlnent Br(iltan?lique de 1’Inde, ;lar,Cnh:mdborl: i E:lsl t:ugou:s l’nﬁuet.lcer
qu’elles seraient les consequences commerciales et maritimes, pour nos Et; l:)]u ent d’examiner
si les propositions suggérées vévaient b étre admises, ’ ablissements frangais
Aprés en avoir délibéré elle m’a chargé des vous soumettre ses observati
priant de les appuyer aupr2s de qui de droit, au moment précisement od des l:;'a ions, en vous
matiques se poursuivent afin d’arriver a la reprise de I’émigration pour PIle d g]'o(ﬂatlon.s deplo-
Les agences de Pondichéry et de Karikal ont 6té institudes en verf, e @Réumon.
internationale des 1% Juillet 1881, conclue entre Paris et Londreer u de'la eonvention
Varrété local du 3 Juillet 1862 ; elles ont réguliérement fonctionné en :;é ei' confirmément 2
actes, sous le contrdle et la direction de V’Administration de notre °°]°niecpglon de ces deux
agents consulairps de Sa Majesté Britannique, protecteur des émisrants ano,l et sous les yeux des
vous affirmer, Moneieur- lo Gouverneur, que jamais, & la connaissanc .:iaxs. Nous ‘poavons
chambre, leurs operations n’ont donné lieu & la moindre réclamation deel e membres de notre
méent de Inde ou de ses agents ; si des plaintes sont survenues et s lo reﬂ P: " 'G(‘:uverne.
pendu successivement pour la Guyane, la Réunion et les Antilles c’estcm en(;ent a ét6 sus.
Jument étrangeres au fonctionnement des agences de Pondichéry et., de Kﬁ?}? rl 8 canses abgo-
o Das lors, et en présence d’un traité internationnl qui n’a pas ét6 abrogé . :
Commerce s'est demandée avec raison, pourquoi les ports de nos Etabﬁs;em)tle Cl_‘ambr? de
i étre p;-iv{;és.des]av'afnza.ges con(;merciaux, maritimes et budgétaires dont ils b?:gé:i:i':::l‘:ent
our le profit exclusif du port eM ? : - ce
})0 ;1]-'1 P ‘ P adras? C’est probablement une question purement d'intés &
Le conseil dont le Madras Times » pris Vinitiative peut se résumer comme suit -
tralisation & Madras de toutes les operations d’émigration pour les colonies francaiz Sl?t‘: cen:
tions et rapatriement des convois exclusivement par navires anglais, opérant pour Mes ,_expedl.
Réunion collectivement. aurice et la
Si notre Gouvernement approuvait cette modification de la convention de 1861, il Iy:
faudrait abroger Varrété de 1862, et ce gerait reconnaitre en quelque sorte que I’ Admi’ .1']‘1‘
tion de motre Colonie a mal dirigé et mal contrdlé ‘la gestion de nos agents recrutmstm'l
Pondichéry et de Karikal, de méme que les expéditions des convois pour la Réunion e::s de
Antilles, et cela bien gqu’aucune plainte fondée de ce genre ne se soit produite jusqu'd oe j nos
En second lieu, comment la direction el le contrdle de notre Administration pourril:i):;1 r;
ils se produire sur les actes et les dépenses d’un agent établi & Madras? Sans cette gﬁmmlf
fort importante, les intéréts de la Réunion seront exposés aux éventualités les plus fﬂehelzlselse
Une agence anglaise chargée de V’émigration pour les Colonies anglaises, ne' peut pas étre.
chargée en méme temps de Pémigration pour les colonies francaises, les intéréts sont opposés
Les contingents doivent étre formés de cultivateurs jeunes et robustes, e serait il ainsi h
Madras ou n’aurait-on pour la Réunion que les rebuts des colonies anglaises? Combien de
temps faudra-t-il pour réupir un convoi et & combien reviendrait-il ? Il est impossible de le
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prévoir Deplus, le contact sur un méme navire d’inliens provenant d’agences différentes
podr des destinations différentes et 3 des conditions d’engagement probablement différentes
gurait inévitablement des conséquences trés-malheureuses.

Le maintien du recrutement a Pondichéry et 2 Karikal oli des agents consulaires britan=
niques ont été nommés depuis 1861, spécialement pour Pémigration (puisque les affaires admi-
nistratives se traitent toujoirs avee Jes collecteurs de Sud Arcot et du Tanjore) s’impose pour
de nombreuses raisons, en dehors de celles que je viens de vous exposer.

D’autre part, pour les affrétements et les installations des mnavires destinés & D’expédition
des convois aux Colonies frangaises, on né cawrait adopter-un meilleur mode que celui expéri,
menté depuis 30 ans, permettant aux navires frangais de concourir aux transports des engagés.

En envisageant cette question au point de vue des intéréts spéeiaux qui la concernent, la
Chambre a pu constater qu’un contingent de 450 engagés pour Ja Réunion occasionnait (le
£,8t non compris) une dépense de R36,550 , et un pour Jes Antilles R47,700. Plusieurs contin-
gents annuels donnaient donc lieu dans notre colcnie, 3 un fort mouvement de fonds pour
achats de vivres, de vétements et &installation & bord des navires; ¢’était une ressource pourt
Jes fournisseurs comme pour les ouvriers et di verses petites industries, et une portion de ces
(dépenses, relatives aux articles de consommation, profitait aux revenus de la colonie.

~ La Chambre est persuadée que les dispositions hestiles que revéle parfois la presse de
‘Madras, surtout & I’occasion des cheminsde fer de Pondich:éry et de Karikal et dont le mobilees
un intérét local, ne sauraient avoir une action sur 1a haute appréciation et les di§positions du
Vice-Roi de ’Inde, de son administration supgrieure €b du Go-uverr'xement Britannigne a Lon-
dres, au sujet des conditions d convenir pour la reprise de V’émigration pour la Réunion.

Je vous prie instamment, Monsieur le Gouverneur, de vouloir bien nous accorder.votre '
haiute et énergique intervention, soit & Calcutts, coit & Paris, en appuyant notre réclamation le
plus t6t possible aupres de notre Consul Général et de notre Gouvernement.

- —

Dated Pondicherry the 7th August 1893.

From—M. E. Hrcquer, Emigration 4gent at Pondicherry,
To—The Governor of French Settlements in India, Pondickerry.

Lt Madras Times du 24 Juillet, a publié vn article concernaut la reprise du recrute
ment des indiens pour la Réunion, Il insiste pour que Jo Gouvernement Britannique n’accorde
<on autorisation, qu’a la condition que les agences d’émigration, de Pondichéry et de Karikal,
seraient supprimés et que les cpérations d’engagements ot d’expéditions ne se feraient qu’a

Madras pour tout le sud de I’Inde.

La Chambre de Commerce de Pondichéry s’est émue de cette condition, en Penvisageant
dans ses conséquences commerciales, maritimes et budgétaires; elle se propose Ge vous sous
mettre ses réclamations & ce sujet.

Veuillez me permettre, Monsieur le Gouverneur, de vous présenter les miennes, quant au
ez juger cette question

t que les négociations

recrutement, en ma qualité d’agent d’émigration, afin que vous puissi
sous ses principaux aspects et intervenir au mieux des intéréts frangais avan
diplomatiques, commencées 3 Calcutta, ne soient terminées. ‘ v \

Le traité du 1% Juillet 1861 fixe les conditious respectives, convenues entre .la Franm? et
Ja Grande Bretagne, pour régler I’émigration indienne en destination des colonies frangs’i{ses.
Un aryété local, du 8 Juillet 1862 fixe les conditions de recrutement, d’engagement de séjour
dans les dépbts, et d’expédition des convois sous la direction et le contréle de ’Administration a
Pondichéry et & Karikal.

Le traité du 1 Juillet est en vigueur, car il n’a j
Gouvernement anglais & usé de son droit, prévu dans ce trait
recrutement pour nos colonies, dans le but d’obtenir certaines

"ou profit des engagés, c’est ce qui se produit en ce moment. _ )
: P J’ai pris uni I?arf: active dans les affaires d’émigration de nos- Et?bllsseme'nts, depuis 185 2;
jai administré ’agence de Karikal depuis 1861, et celle de Pondlchery. depuis 1884, Je puis
vous affirmer, Monsieur le Gouverneur, qu’aucune plainte ne gest produite de .la part des antorités
Bﬁtanﬁiques concernant les opérations de les deux agences; M. !e CO@ISSMI‘& dg Governe-
ment (rancais pour,l’émigration, peut vous certifier, qu¢ ]a déclaration du l{adra: Temes sur ce
point, est absolument inexactes. Au contraire, tou les agents consulaires de Sa Majesté
Brif.annique, chargés spécialement de Pémigration : les Colonels. Dowton, Fischer, S.herman,
Hartis, et M. Sam, qui ont suivi avec une tyds-grande attention toutes les oPératzons des
a'génoes de Pondichéry et de Karikal, n’ont cessé d’exprimer lenr satisfaction, pour la régularité

amais é16 dénoncé; seulement le
é, de suspendre temporairement le
améliorations, qu’il juge utiles et
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du recrutement, les boussoins donnés aix engagés, et les mesures pri.ses pour .lgs expéditéons ;
5° suis done fort surpris de voir un journal de Madras, avancer un fait contraire A la véritdet
qu’il lui serait impossible de justifier. )

Je crois me souvenir que M. Lecot, agent consulaire de France 3 Madras, a essayé d’y
créer une agence d’émigration pour nos colonies vers 1862 ; elle a ét& de trds-courte durée,
par suite de nombreuses ditﬁcult;és,.d’e depensf:s ’c?nszdérg.bles et de la ‘concurrence des agences
pour les colonies anglaises. Je suis persuadé qu’une nouvelle tentative ne donnerait pas un
meilleur résultat. : . . L. .

L’émigration indienre a été objet de I:?m!)reuses cn.tx‘ques, en prineipe, aux Antilles et
a Paris; on est allé jusqu’d prétendre que c'était uve traité deguisée, sans tenir compte des
conditions du traité de 1861, des rég}emeuts pris par le.s administrations francaise et anglaise
de 'Inde, et des instructions ministérielles de Paris, qui ont minutieusement déterming toutes

érations de cette émigration,
les °P1§:,at1 861 a 1884, 1e§ agents de’ Pofldicbéry et de Karikal
bord des navires, leurs émigrants & un prix déterming, On a observé, avec une apparence de
justice, que ce mode pouvait cachex.' une opération commereiale, une sorte de spéculation. 1la
été abandonné et remplacé par celui suivi par les agences de Madras pour les colonies anglaises ;
dans ces nouvelles conditions déja appliquées, les agents ¢’ igration doivent opérer suivant
les réglements convenus entre les denx Gouvernements, sous la direction et le contr8le de
I’Administration de nos Etablissements, pour le Sompte et au mienx des intéréts des colonies
francaises destinataizes. C’est la une garantie sérieuse, ne pouvent donner lien a aucun soupgon
d’aucune nature. Le conseil général de la Guadeloupe, dans une de ses délibérations a estimé
. que le nouveau mod: adopté par les agences f‘_‘“}?*‘ises de 1’Inde, présentait des avantages

sérieux, par suite de Paction constante de I’ Administration dg Dotre colonie dans toutes opéra-
tions de ces agences,

Je termine, M. le Gouverneur, par une dernidre considération,
le trapsfer des agences de Pondichéry et de Karikq) 3 Madras
agent frangais ?  Quelle assistance peut-il espérer an begoin de notre Gouvernement, Opérant
au milieu des ageuts anglais de Maurice et autreg Possessions britanniquee, quels seront les
effets de la concurrence inévitable qu’il rencontreps pour le bon choix des en’gng-és et pour les
dépenses A faire? Ne serait-il pas imprudent de réyyy Sur un méme navire anglais avec un
commissaire protesteur britannique, des indiens destingg 3 différentes colonies, ayant des contrats
avec des conditions différentes ? Pondichéry et Karikal recratent dans le S’ud Arcot, le Salem;
le Vellore, le Tanjore, le Trichenopoly, et le Madur, Pourquoi obliger les indiens recrutés dans
ces provinces & aller jusqu’d Madras, en leur imposant un g-ra;d déplacement et des frais
complémentaires? Liows du rapatriement, ne serai.j Pas préférable de débarquer les émigrants
passagers prés de leu.rs f'oyfars a Pondichéry et 3 Karika.l, plutdt qu’d Madraa?

Toutes ces cons'lderatlc.)ns et <l’)eaucoup @’autres peuvent, &tre invoqués contre V’idée que
le Madras Times croit devoir suggérer 3 M. le OMmissaire Muir-Mackenzie, a I’Administra-
tion de Madras et au Vice-Roi de I'Inde Britannique‘ ’

U.n traité international ne saurait priver la France, co-intéressé, de son action, de ses

garanties, et de ses avantages. En maintenant leg 8gences de nos Establissements, alors
seulement notre Gouvernement pourrait accepter une Tésponsabilité d’exéeution, étant la,issé en-
mesure de contrdler les opérations, de remédier any difficultgs accidentelles et ’d’ngir au mieux
des intéréts frangais, suivant la lettre et Vesprit de o traité,

J’ai V’honneur (,]e sm’mTettre ces observationg Votre haute appréciation, en vous
priant instamment d’intervenir, afin que des obgervntions malfondées et inexactes, suggérées
uniquement par un intérét local, tendant & réunir i Madyge toutes les affujres comr;ler c;a?es ot
autres de cette présidence, d’aprds les journaux anglais,

s @'étalent engagéa A livrer, &

Si 'on venait & admettre
» quelle serait la situation de cet

. ubliés depui | t
puissent prévaloir auprés du Vice-Roi de 1’Inde et dy cabinep °puis quelque tempe, ne

t de Saint James,
— T TT——

No. 90, dated Pondicherry the 16th August 1898

From—M, Cutuent THoMmas, Governor of Prench

To—The Consul General of France in India, Caleutta,

La Chambre de Commerce de Pondichéry s'est émue ¢’
24 Juillet dernier, dont vous truuYerez une traduction, goug ¢e pli, qui demande que la reprise
de ’émigration avec la Réunion eoit subordonnée i 1g suppression des Agences do Pond chéry
et de Karikal. Les opérations de recrutement, dengagem

d’émigrants, en te qui concerne le eud de I'Inde seraient contralipges Madras;

Seitiements in India, Pondicherry,

un article du Madras Times du

ent, et d’expédition des convoiy’

.

b

ssident de la Chambre de
SERT, de vous envoyer copie de la lettre que le ?res{d: A
Jai lhonne:;r ée & ce sujet, et dans laquelle sont expo&leesFl e s anences Sowvan
. . ’ essee » P P L e vo ,
mercemaaés qui résulteraient de la mesure préconisée, a ; lhi“tewenir
Y i gociatio .
tageuses pour 1’ intéréts de nos Etablissements dans les négoc e bt
G e ia d’une communication relative a ,
Jo vous adresee, o eat éamigrat 3 Pondichéry et Kavikal, concluant également
’émigration & Po
émanant de M. E, Hecquet, Agent d’émigr

iti éré as Times.
au rejet de la condition suggeree par le Madr

v=12-9-93 ~120=W. R,
Government of India Central Prlnting Qice,~No. 183 R & Av=12-9
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No. 98 Public (Emigration), dated India Office, London, the 81sv August 1893.

From—Tre Riear Hon’sLe THE Eary or Kmuperiey, K. G., Her Majesty’s
Secretary of Slate for India,

To—The Government of India.

IN continuation of my Despatch No, 67 of the 6th ultimo, I forward, for the information

No. 16, dated 10th June 1893, and consideration of Your Excellency in Council, copy of fur-

No. 17, dated 18th June 1893,and ther despatches from Her Majesty’s Consul in Réunion relat-

‘"ﬁgf‘i‘;'aated 21t June 1893, ing to the recent visit to that colony of Mr. Muir-Mackenzie.

No. 19, dated 24th June 1893, and I have concurred in the approval of the proceedings of the
enclosure, Consul, which the Earl of Rosebery proposes to send to that
gentleman, '
2. I also forward copy of a previous despatch from the Consul regarding the case of an
No. 15, dated 8th June 1893, and Indian condemned before the Juge de Paix on the strength of
enclosures. a note from his master.

8. The consular reports show that the condition of the coolies is still by no means satis-

factory. It is clear that, in the event of any proposal for the revival of emigration to Réunion

_being entertained, it will be necessary to iusist, as a primary condition, on such regulations as
will secure to the immigrants just and humane treatment in all respects.

Dated Rénuion, the 10th June 1893,

From—C. W. Benxnerr, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Réunion,
To—The Secretary of State for Foreign Affasrs. ’

Witk reference to my Despatch No. 14 of the 28rd ultimo, I have the honour to report
that Mr. Muir-Mackenzie returned from Mauritius on the 24th ultimo and at oace accepted
the hospitality of the Consulate.

The following day I presented Mr. Muir-Mackenzie officially to Monsieur Man&s, who
received him most cordially and offered him all facilities,

*The next few days were spent in conferring generally with me on the whole subjeect, in
interviewing His Excellency the Governor, the Protector of Immigrants, and in making the
aoquaintance of leading personages interested in the question of labour. '

We also visited the depdts atelier de discipline, prison ard local hospitals in St. Denis.

On the 29th we started on a tour of inspection of estates, large and small, and of depéts,
syndicates, etc., in the country districts,

Every facility of examination was accorded by, the Administration and by the proprietors.

- We were absent nine days, during which time we visited twenty-five estates, and over
twenty depbte,syndicates, ete.

I propose at a later date to write more fully to Your Lordship as to our observations on
this tour. . N
' At present, time only permits me to report that whilst we found many nrregularxtxfes,
several abuses, and a marked want of efficacy in the service of the Protectorafze'.and §ynd1cs,
we were met with so many evident, earnest promises of reform, and the Adu.mnls'bratlon and
planters generally were so fally prepared to make large and valuable concessions in favour ?E
eflicient protection of the Indian, that the general impression left upon our minds was that it
might be possible to arrange a scheme under which, whilst the Indian would be well protected.
and remunerated, and socially and moraliy raised, the Réunion planter would be able to secure
further labour from India. '

Under these circumstances I have urged Mr, MuirMackensie to remainl a few days
longer, as his success must depend in the first instance upon securing large.measures of reform,
which can only, if at all, be settled in principle by Mr, Mackenzie remaining longer than he
originally intended.

I have much pleasure in reporting that Mr, Muir-Mackenzie and myself are working in

perfect harmony, and are completely in accord in noting how many large reforms are required
before we could conscientiously adviss a resumption of immigration.

fict

‘J»
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No. 17, dated Réunion, the 18th June 1893,

Irom,—C. W. BexnerT, Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion
To—The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, ’

Wirh reference to my Despatch No. 16 of i

. No. 16 of the 10th instant, I
send to Your Lordship tl-le following remarks upon the state of tl:e I::l):: hav?' the. boncur to
engs,.ged under contract in connection with the recent tour of imspect;io'n cog los 20 Réunion
syndlcat:es, etc., made by Mr. Muir-Mackenzie and myself in ¢ e cotates, depbts,
of Immigrants. ’ 1n company with the Protector

I propose to divide this report into two

p parts s the first ibi
of the Indian, the advantages and disadvantages of his p;:sen(ie;rzalil;:s :llxl: a:;tualt 'ﬁ!‘featment
3 ] s ount of protec-

tion he now enjoys, the abuses of the s i
: ystem, and its gene ' :
ter and standing ; and the second part to sho’wing hovgv nutll‘?lle: ﬁ::::: :ﬂ?::li?il:n:udl:?’i oharac-
, which are in

principle accepted by the local Administration, his position may be vastly i a
- mproved,

.

PART I.

There can be no doubt whatever that sine TR

.\ o the visit of the I . L.
187.7, the position of the Indian coolie has very much chan “:f:ll'l;atlonal Commission in
1ations, payment of wages and general treatment, _ ged for the better as regards

1. Rations.—Complaints of bad rations Were never met with, and on only one estat, :
estate were

any remarks made as to short rations, and this was at on i

on the suggestion of the Syndic, who was in attendan::,ri?gd;:i sby ;hefp‘rOpx-ietor’s agent

agent, a new man, was-not aware of the short delivery although he z; y fair to add that the
2. Wor/fa.—The work in the fields is of two kinds : day :‘nd taozb t to have been.
Concerning day work there were no complaints, The Indian a: Wolrk.

and whe:re the_a nature of the operation permits of it, task work is u ?1 ru ? prefers task work,
!t is optional for the Indian, however, to decline task work a.:t;a y given. .

he thinks the tiche too hard, to do his full day’s toil if

The thche naturally vari i '
e, the 'Indian tural ; i:n;a: :c;:::;in;g ;t:: ]t[he :l‘ature of the.soil, and when the task is
then at his own disposal. . eren earler
. The téche however is not given to
its being .done ; but each 3m§.n has :29 ;h: ]:e?:a?ﬁ‘:nd 'g Jond
strong ﬁnlsh’ﬁrst and the weakly ones come in about 4 5P°°1 s
Com.plamts of overwork on the task system are oot bat
rule Indians are overworked, and they have the o
work. - The. Indian naturally desires to have tlll':ntle
may be a fair task to-day may be a hard one to-morrov:

a fair
The remainder of the day is

man made responsible for
ount of work; so that the
P, M,

qu('ant; !)ut I do not think that es
dy in ﬂfell‘ own hands by refusing tasl':
sk set him as easy as possible, and what

completely changed the working conditions. 18 sonsequence of & night's rain bavin
o dOu msl}y estates the task is provisionally set in the morn; . g
1she (;::C ording to the result of the first hour’s work, 178, and increased o dimin
” hor;e estate, we found a morning corvée, lasting until ej
ore t. e full day’s task work commenced. elght.-,, exacted from the m
This, however, was at once put a stop to. ' . N

It also frequently ha :

N uently happens that an Indian, apparentl
g’ﬁ“d", bande,” receiving the full bounty, 1,..‘;‘; 3,
the III)eme bande,” and a higher rate of wages.

H: ﬁ::st:ls fu.ll work for a month or 50, and then fails owing to weal
lighter work el ther 10 qui the  grande bande” and g0 with the * peity §
work being first Pr(;::r 1('13‘70 Oi wli:ges, a medical certificato of hig being ul:ftll:le vands,” who do

red; or to have his engagement able to do the b
bande ” and have his wa gag cancelled ; or to work op s e harder
: ges constantly cut under article 68 of th onin the ¢
receives nothing in case he has done only hal ‘e 68 of the Labour Law, yng " grande
: £ of his task or 1 » inder which
he has aCCOmphshed more thﬂ e on y a or £88, aﬂd Onl h aman
n half and less than two-third Y half a day’s ;
These deductions are ri . irds of the work set b pay if
rigorously exacted on all estates and give 1 .
but, as stated above, the remedy lies to a great extent in the ma f"svz vlv 1:ehto (linany com
. ands,

Overwork is not obligator

. y, and when performed oo

unable to disco i cr e a med voluntarily i8 paid

s et i oo ooy
(although it m o work, An occasional drink. however , b equently offered
; g ay not do any good) after a day’s work in tl’le . , probably does no harm
of a tendency to drunkenness, rain, and can hardly be the cause

y well and strong,

an that granted to m engages for the

on who engage in

Plaints ;
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{a) Macadam.~On many of the large estates the men are not generally sent to Ma?adam
fop offences against the Labour Law. The planters are beginning to understand that it is not
to their interest to lose their labourers for ten or fifteen days, and at the end _Of the original
term claim a corresponding .number of extra days, which are grudgingly and ill-humouredly
put in by the engagé. ' .

On others, however, large and gmall, it appears to be more or Jess of a practice to send a
man to Macadam for a trivial offence and with a deliberate intention of using the extra days

of service thereby due to the engagisté as a lever to force the man to r(?-engage. .
The careless, easy-going method in which this is done is explained in the enclosures in my

Despatch No. 15 of the 8th instant.

1 regret that on some estates, and particul%.rly upon 0
man of colour and a most unfit man to be an engagisté,
that this power was at times unscrupulously abused.

(b) Journées de remploi :— ‘ ) o
The engagé having put in the requisite number of daysin the.atf,her de dlsclplfﬂes say
$wo months, his engagement being about to expire by time, tbe. engaglstf‘: sends for. him aond
offers to let him off his extra days if he will re-engage, 2 bait of a big bounty 1s dangled

before him, and the Indian re-engages.
be easily found under the extremely vague

Tf he does not yield a charge against him can reme’y
terms of article 164 of the Labour Law, and an extra dose of Macadam 18 judiciously

administered in order to induce a more agreeable frame of mind.
The process continues until engagisté or engagé i tired of further remstanc.e. '
Jasses : one consisting of stone

8. Camps.—The Indian camps may be divided into three ¢
buildings round a hollow squaré or in regular rows; detached huts, generally of wood and
bamboo, both walls and roofs being thatched and arranged in regular order ; and the camp
which has sprung up anyhow, each engagé building where and Low he pleases. '
The second is eminently preferable on account of health, cleanliness and “order. In
laid on in pipes and brought

almost all cases they are supplied with excellent drinking water :
at times from a very considerable distance. In only one ipstance was any complaint made as

to want of water. Although this was in a very dry part of the island, the matter was alr?ady
engaging the attention of the proprietor, and he promised to have the faulb at once remedied.
''he camps were all particularly free from odour; but animale—pigs, COWS, goats, ete.—
were too close to the dwelling houses : there is no central yard for camp animals, an.d as 3
general rule the camps were not kept clean and sweet by daily or even weekly scavengering.
There were, however, one or two exceptions, where, except s to avimals, the camps were

quite up to the mark.
 TFacilities are everywhere given to Indians to
is to be had for the asking if not, as in many cases, actually allotted to each hut. .
The houses themselves naturally vary, and if in many camps Wo found houses which
were a source of pleasure to us and of pride to the owner, in & fow cases we were compelled
to say that the accommodation provided was bardly good enough for cattle. ‘
Much of course depends upon the proprietor, bub still more upon the energy of the Pro-

thctor and Syndics. ‘ 1. wood
4, Hospitals,were found to be of all kinds and degrees,—very oo good,
and absolutely wanting. . .
Many of the provisions of the Labour Law and of the Decree of 1881 concer.n:’ng h“P“}“‘f
bave never been carried out. Arrangements have mainly been left to tl;e propne :(;iﬁ:;sm;
tiative, and it is impossible to believe that some of the most inadequate’y eqll‘l,P(‘)l Jines under
gheds which we found used as hospitals were ever certified as fit and proper uilding

gection 76 of the Decree.

ne owned by a Mr. Pirame, a gentle-
we found only too much evidence

keep livestock and to cultivate land, which

indifferent, bad

Although much had been done in the way of buy ing new beds' an;i new gngi;;dof:‘:;;
ing walls in view of Mr. Muir-Mackenzie’s visit, it must be emphatically ;0(:50_" e ol § "
of ten or a dozen establishments hospital arrangements 8fe Very bad, and that in nearly ali cas
the medical visit is not sufficiently frequent. ) .

The supply of medicines, on the other hand, was in €very case suficient, and medical pre-
scriptions appeared to be carefully carried out. .

5. Protectorate—Under article 7 of the decree of 8lst March 1881, the lfr%ticts}rate
is called upon to personally visit, at least once a year, 8ll establishments upont @ ich Indians

to inspect bospitals, camps, etc. We had ample proof on our rounds that

are engaged, and
he never did so.
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Many proprietors were personally unknown to him, and he had to avail himself of my

service to learn where certain estates which I had placed amongst those I desired My Muygr-
Mackenzie to visit were situated. B

His personal knowledge of the condition of the Indians on the establishments was the
fore practically nsl. re-

T thought it more delicate not to assist at Mr, Muir-Mackenzie’s inquirv ;
torate, but I understand from him that the state of the archives there ;1::1"}; ;:Zi:]l;e Prfotec.
most important ¢ matricule generale ” is lamentable, y of the

6. Syndz'catea.—Following the example of their chief, the Syndi :
interest in the protection of the Indian: registers of corr’espondeice l::dh:fvzoilsplayed no
either altogether absent or most imperfectly kept.

A A general apathy and indolence prevailed as regards everything but the collectio
and the whole system was characterized by a total want of supervision and guida
part of the Protector.

7. Depits.—The “depdt colonial ”” at 8t. Denis is a fuirly good buildine . )
extra expenditure might be rendered perfectly adequate for tl{eises Ru;]sd;i?t:nd with a little

The “depdts communaux” however are dreadful dens, being somebimes. as at St
actually part of the local prison. They are useless and should be done a.way’ with .
used, as at present, as a refuge for old and worn out Indians.

8, Local Hospitals.—The local hospitals to which engagés are sometimes sent wi ‘
engagisté has no hospital on the estate, or in grave cases even when he bas, are 'elrll their
clean and wholesome, and the sick are well nursed and cared for by Sisters of C’harit well kept,

Some of them are perhaps rather crowded, but, with the exception of that at g
they were worthy of praise.

9. Bounties.—I have on more than one occasion had the honour to
Lordship the bad effect of bounties on re-engagement.

Tempted by the chance of handling a large sum of money,
hundred or two hundred francs is paid to him in cash.

The same day he gets drunk, and before many hours elapse all his mo
stolen from him, and he begine his engagement with a debt of unearned b
him hand and foot to his engagisté,

This evil has been very clearly brought out duiing our tour of inspection

10. Social condition.—There can be no dowbt that many of the engagy, h
and profitably invested it in stock and other ways, and their lot is g Ii,g e ma
much doubt whether it can be said that the general run of Indiang herl; Py one;
advanced in morals than they were in their native villages, e &
lot of the Indian is a more cheerful one,

He may have petty worriss, be subjected to harassing
stabus 18 bettered. °

There can be no doubt that as regards the women the .
is little or no education of the coolies’ children, and the m;:j)ria;l :z:nai‘:::“m tvery low; there
are left entirely to themselves in the matter. Drunkenness is withom':y demlited to drink,
common, and a far too large proportion of the coolies’ wages goes to *ill theou lamentably

neighbouring “ boutiquier”” and to swelling the local budget, pockets of the

On many of the large estates, however, matters are not so bad ; o ‘
interest on the part of the planters, backed by a strong liquor law ,t'l:rilsd g‘:;lé Z h; tle care ang
and coped with, ’ Vit may be mes

It would be unjust to condemn the Réunion planters as a whole on charges £
ment and neglect of Indians. They have never had—but that is not our f‘au]bf,._ of

of showing what they can do with a good protective service. 8 e

If the Protectorate in a British colony, Mauritius for example, were as im ortant i

is bere, I very much doubt whether the Indian would be very much better treatedp o

If we can bring the bad proprietors, and they are not numerous, up to the .level of th

good ones by means of an efficient protective service, there can be no doubt in my mind th °

the engaged Indian’s social, material and moral condition will be a muh higher and a N

brighter one. tuch

If so much has been done without a Protectorate, we may co
measure of improvements with it. ’ y confidently hope for a large
I bave always entertained this view in connection with the eventual complete freed £

the Indian, and I can now urge it all the more strongly as, until a few days since, I w om o

unaware the protective system was so lamentably weak, 1 Was quite

plaints were

n of taxes,
nce on the

Pay),
and not

t. Benoit,
point out to Your

the Indian re-engages, and the

ney is wasted or
ounty which bindg

de money
but I very

By way more
As regards social position the

Police regulations, but hjs material

ill-treat-
ir chance

i
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No doubt even to-day, with the measure of protection utterly inadequate as it unhappily
is, %% far better state of things would have been secured if the proprietors had allowed their
interest to extend more frequently to something beyond their labourer’s mere capacity as a
workman,

With rare exceptions, however, the proprietor meets any sug
tion ?* of the Indian with a contemptuous shrug of the shoulders. .

To restrain drink, regulate relations with women, and to promote education, the Govern-
ment must interfere.

That course has not been taken by the Government as fully as is desirable up to the
present, It would not be fair to impute all the blame of this want of action 'to the proprie-
tors; but it reflects all the more credit upon those few who, unaided by Goveroment, have
tried to tackle the difficulty.

Having now attempted to clearly place before Your Lordship the main advantages of the
I will endeavour to point out how Mr. Muir-Mackenzie, in fullest
inted out.

gestions for the  moraliza-

Indians’ present status,
consultation with me, has endeavoured to meet the objections I have po

In all his negotiations with M. Mangs, aad with planters and others, Mr. Muir-
Mackenzie has been most thoughtfully careful to treat me with the —utmost fiankness
and courtesy. .

Acting upon his instructions from the Government of India,
his attention to the following special points :

1. To prevent improper persons from having engagés.

9. To secure an adequate means of protection for all engagés by means of a properly
equipped and manned Protectorate. °

3. Torender the Indian, whilst under engagement, as free as possible from all vexatious
to leave him absolutely

regulations not .

he has particularly directed

police proceedings, and when his term of initial engagement is over,
free to re-engage or reside as a free Indian, subject to no taxation or police
applicable to Creoles.

4. To render the Indian an absolutely free resident within a limited time.

5. % To remedy the drink evil.

The great difficulty in all the negotiations, which have been carried on with great delicacy
and patience by Mr. Muir-Mackenzie, was to secure the results hoped for from the “ droit de
visite”, without actually demanding it or unduly casting doubt upon the loyalty of the
Administration by asking for largely increased powers to be granted to Her Majesty’s Counsul.

Between the  amour propre” of the Creole and the exigencies of the Consulate, lay a
very narrow and tortuous channel, upon whose rocks more than once there was danger of his
vessel being wrecked.

But finally the document*, of which I have the honour to enclose a copy, was accepted by

#Not printed; copies received in print M. Manes as a basis for further negotiations to be carried on
from Mr. Muir-Muckenzie. in London, Calcutta and Paris, stibject always to the judg-
ment of the Governments of Her Majesty, India and France.

It is a compromise, but in my opinion provides entirely, or in a very great measure, for
the remedy of all the abuses now prevalent, '

It would unnecessarily tire Your Lordship to give & lengthy account of all the steps
which resulted in the production of this agreement,

Mr. Muir-Mackenzie, who is more fully qualified than
report fully to the Government of India on that head, and exp.
this point and that, and how it was found absolutely necestary
secure the concession of ansther.

Everything depends upon the Protectorate.

The present Protector must go, and his place be taken by a Frenchman of chagacter and
determination, who must be a Chef d’Administration. - '

1f, as now, he is only a Chef de Service depending upon the Governor, no matter what
his character may be, the protectorate will not be real and efficient. ’

The Syndics must be under his immediate orders and responsible to him alone. The
establishment must be well paid, and all imuigration charges must be placed amougst the
¢ depenses obligatoires’’ of the Colony.

These requirements are most essential to the success of the scheme, and unless they are
aoc.epted in every particular 1 must respectfully record my opinion that immigration to Ré-
union under contract should not be renewed. The complete abolition of the penal labour law
might, however, if these conditions are not accepted, justify 8 tentative scheme of entirely free

I am to do so, will no doubt
lain how hard a fight he had for
to yield one small point to
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Indian labour: or free labour and contr i o
strong protectorate is established. ack Isbour might go on side by side even whep the
The strong and independent protectorate : l
is T believe assured, and it matte}')s little whatgtl:: t)et::x,ert::oi‘;:f . 0{ the scheme as drafted
valuable concessions have been obtained, bearing upon domestic ser ons are. NevF rtheless, very
Put an end to; the 'abolition of “ journées de remploi,” which :vlicl? :‘f bawking, which are
mt.lucement of sendm.g men to Macadam ; the abolition of all tax o eIaniy nearly o the
paid by Creoles; restrictions on the sale of drink ; a raising of th e ndl?ns except those
ments, and free industrial residence after the expiration of a grst 9";1%::)?“‘1“0’3 engage-
g .

These conditions may perhaps be made

_ even m ; :

vinced that no hetter ones can be procured from the ';ocaflaof:vroumblf in Paris, but I am con-
ernment.

No. 18, dated Réunion, the 21st June 1893.

From—C. W. Bexnnerr, Ecq., Her Moj
£q., 12¢r Majesty’s C ;
To—"Dhe Secretary of State for Foreig : ) ;a;” onsul at Kéunion,

Wit reference to my Despatch No, 17 of

: ; - the 18th instant, I now have the h

;;%or;lrth;;uitth;ekiz;; I::ZM the,f;:glﬂonal conditions noreed’to between Monsieuz'ng;:nzz

. - re submitted to a : = . .
over by His .Excellency, and were unanimodslyn;?:;;:gegf the Chamber of Agriculture presided
; A m?etmg of rep.resenta.tive planters was yesterda.ybheld at the C late .
cor a;xtt l:rixelzvshwere raised except as to the abolition of the * journées d Ons‘; 5‘\”, and no dis-
AT : e remploi.

. thivk, however, that this slight difficulty will be overcome b ki o i

is a point which must be very carefully safeguarded y @ little firmness; bub it
The s.cheme ‘.N}n then be. submitted to the Conseil Général and .

There again I anticipate very little difficulty. »l and considered by
Mr. Muir-Mackenzie leaves for India to-day vig Mauritius "

them,

No. 19, dated Réunion, the 24th June 1893.

From—C. W, Besxerr, Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion
To—The Secretary of State for Foreign Afairs. ’

1 mavE the honour to enclose a copy of a letter whi
N . ) which T have address .
Man!as, thankn.lg I‘!IS Excellency for the facilities which he accorded t: g};‘:&;({l 'to Mons1e9r
in his recent inquiry into the immigration question, and for the courtes . Muir-Mackenzie
personally to myself. ) y everywhere showed
I have also sent a note in the same spirit to the Protector of Immigrants
=] .

No. 26, dated Réunion, the 22nd June 1893

From-—.C.. W. Besnerr, Eeq., Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion
To— His Excellency the Governor of Réunion, ’

I mave had the greatest pleasure, in my reports to m i
}g;:;’{:r:z-l\dt:cirnzzs mission, in stating that every fagili(t*;vizzmb‘:rzl m;m;;n;(:tiun with
Bxcellen 30001. e officer deputed by the Government of India to enquire i tg ll: ed by Your

dian ies in Réunion, and that during his whole stay in the is] nto the condition of
met with the greatest courtesy and hospitality from all with  sland be has invariably
tact. with whom he has come into con-

1 desire, however, to place also upon record my per
I;/a[tzzllx(%ne.xtendeg to me, unsolicited or my part,ytlF: :):?:ille;:az;‘s ajzor:o:r _EXcellency f.or
Mac zie on his visits to estates and to public buildings connected w'zhny‘ng Mr Mu.u'-
Service. ith the lmmigration

Tt is my earnest desire as always to Work i .

Administration for 'the protection and welfare oflt‘:]ep;:f;(:n h:;?(ing ;v ith Your Exeellency’s
knowledge of the immediate surroundings of the Indian, in his 3:;; l;.f:,dentht.hgt;,he fresh
ife, which Your Ex-

cellency’s courtesy has now enabled me to secur

. e upon a m

render this pleasant tack even more easy than it has been he‘::::fl:rger scale than before, will
ore,

7|

No. 15, dated Réunion, the §th June 1893.

L _ From—C., W. BENNE Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion,

To—The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

I bave the hovour to transmit herewith a copy of a correspondence which has passed

Consul to Governor, May 3rd, 1893, Governor to between the Governor of Réunion and myself
Consul, th May 1893. Consul to Governor, 6th May regarding the condemnation before the Juge de

1898. Alfred to Carrére, April 19th, 1893. Gov- : i
ernor to Consul, 18th May 1893, Protector to Gov-  Paix of St Denis of an Iodian who had incurred

ernor, 9th May 1893, Consul to Governor, 20th May the disp]easure of his mast er’s agent.

1893. .
His Excellency has not yet answered my note of the 20th ultimo, but 1 hope to receive

it before the mail leaves in order to forward a copy to Your Lordship.

-

No. 10, dated St. Denis, the Srd May 1893.

From—C. W. Bexnerr, Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion,

fo—His Excellency the Governor of Réunion.

1 have the honour o ask Your Excelleacy to kindly procure for me informat:,ion con-
cerning the condemnation on-the 25th ultimo before the Juge de Paix of St. Denis of an

Indian named Ponma, engaged to Mr. Carrére at the Brile. .
I should like to know whether the engagisté himself attendejd to prosecute, and if not,
who prosecuted on his behalf, and what evidence Was produced against the Indian, who is by

no means satisfied with his punishmeant.

e —

No. 119, dated St. Denis, the 5th May 1893.
From—Moxs. E. Manks, Governor of Réunion,

To—Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at Réunion.

J’ai V'honneur de vous transmettre les renseignements que vous m’avez demandés par

votre lettre du 3 mai courant, No. 10.
1’Indien Poumanaik Troumanaik, No, 111111, 2 été, en effet, traduit devant Ie
tribunal de simple police sur la plainte de son engagiste, M. R. Caryere, dans les circonstances
ci-apres :

L’employé de la propriété de M. Carrére, sise au Brilé, av

ait prévenu Poumanaik de
faisait assez souvent, au moment de la coupe du geramum

ne pas s’absenter, comme il le
quallait étre faite dans la semaine suivante, des 17 au 20 avril.
Malgre cette recommendation, cet engagé gest absenté sans permission les 17 et 18

avril. Aussi fut-i], sévérement reprimandé lors de son retour sur la propriété.
Au licu de se soumettre, Poumanaik le prit vis-2-vig de Pemployé sur un ton tel que
térer devant M. le Juge de Paix, qui, 2 la

celui-ci n’eut pas d’autre alternative que de le dé
lence et refus de

requéte du Ministére Public, le condamna & 15 {rancs d’amende pour inso

travail,
S

No. 18, dated St. Denis, the 6th May 1893.
From—C. W. Benwgrr, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at 8t. Dents,

To— His Ezcellency the Governor of Réunson.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Escellency’s note No. 1_19 of yester-
day’s date, with reference to the condemnation before the Juge de Paix of an Indian engaged
to M. Carrere. ’

T regret that Your Excellency has not answe
secute him and what evidence was produced against the Indian.

1 should also be glad to know by virtue of what Article of the labour law or other law the
Indian was condemued to 15 franes fine converted into fifteen days of Macadam.

The case wou!d appear to fall under Article 112, and 0ot Articles 117 and 168 of the Decree
and it is believed that under Articles 136 and 138 the intervention of the Syndic was called for.

1 bave now further to inform Your Excellency that on the 19th ultimo this Indian called
at the Consulate with a letter, copy of which I enclose, which was without an envelope and
open, addressed to M. Carrére,

The Indian was told to present the letter to his employer, which he did on the 20th.

red my question a8 to who appeared to pro-
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M. Carrére gave him a letter to the Commissaire de Police, who promptly locked the

~N -
of
the 24th, when the case was expected to come off, but it was not called, and next day I learned

Indian up until the trial came on. ,
Mr. Bell, in obedience to my instructions, attended in Coft during the whole audience

that the Indian had been condemned.

With these further explanations Your Excellency will at once see that this is a case which

pf which may be disagreeable for all persons con-

calls for a very searching inquiry, the result
cerned.

I shall await Your Excellency’s reply before offering any suggestions of my own as to

what course should now be taken.

En date Brouk, 19 doril 1893
Mons. R, CaARRERE— . t .

Je vous expédie Pouma pour le punir, Il faut un exemple.

Voila un homme que jo flatte, ghte, parceque son engagement est prés de finir
comme je sais qu’il doit partic malgré, fourrez-lui quinze jours de macadam ,
mérité en me disant, quand je lui ai dit qu’il avait 2 fres, 50 ¢s. @’
de deux jours pendant la coup, il m’a répondu avec insolence
que je coupe ou non,-cela ne le regarde pas : il avait besoin de deux
qu’il préfere faire quiuze jours d’atelier que de payer,

Ainsi ne le ratez pas ; convaincez-le.

(Signé) Avrrgmp,

No. 181, dated St. Denis, the 13th May 1893,

From—Mors. E. Manks, Governor of Réunjon,
To—Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Réunion,

J’ai ’honueur, en réponse & votre demande de renge;

. : nement,
relative 2 la condamnation prononcés par M. le Jugg nisen date du 6 du courant

e de Paix de St, Denis contre 1’

Poumanaik, de vous transmettre la lettre que m’a adressée M, 1o

N.B.—M. le Protecteur m’informera & Pinstant

. que M. Carrére a rompu I’
nommé Poumanaik, avec le consentement de celui-ci, Pl sgRgement du

No. 67, dated St. Denis, the 9th May 1393,

From—Mons. F. MaLcor, Profector of Immigrants ot St Denis
To—His Excellency the Governor of Réunion, ’

J’ai Y'honneur de vous transmettre les renseignements relatifs g .
5 ux obs
par M. le Consul dans sa réponse du 6 mai courant, No, 1 obgervations formulées
par le Juge de Paix de l'indien Poumanaik Troumanaik, No. 111111 a6 A
Carrére. > engagé & M. R,

M. le Consul y a relate exactement ce qui s’est, passé les 19 et 20 avril dernjer
I écrit que le 24 M. Bell, suivant ses instructions, )

a assisté & Vaud;
n’a pas été appelée. & laudience et que I’

M. le Commissaire de Police exjlique que quand il est prévenu de Parrivée de M. 1o J

de Paix, si ce magistrat arrive assez t6t, 4 2 hours moins le t o re s SUge

: ) ! . ot, quart par exemple, ’audience de
simple police est tenue avant Paudience civile. !

Ce jour-1, soit que le Juge de Paix fut arrivé trop tard, soit que lui n’ait pas ét¢ avisé 3
temps, ayant en outre 3 faire partie de la Commission des poissons salés, audience de simple
police & été remise au lendemain. P

Le 26, en effet, vers 2 heures de relevée, M. le Juge de Paix a jugé les infractions 2 .
loi sur le travail, le Commissaire de Police faisant fonctions de Miuistére Public et le Syndi‘:;
présent, )

Le Ministére Public a donué lecture dela plainte éerite de M. R, Carrére, le Juge a
entendu les explications de I’engagé, qui a reconnu les faits, en quoi le Syndic n’a pas eu ocea-

mais
; il I’a bien
amende pour son absence
qu’il ne paiera rien da tout ;
jours, et il les a pris, et

ndien
et qui renferme les résultats de Penquéte 3 laquelle il a procédé, Proteoteur des Immigrants

3, vieant la condamnation ,

affuire

9

sion d’intervenir, et & condamné Poumanaik par application de Varticle 164 du decret du 27
_4& aolit 1887, & 15 francs d’amende.

? nse aux deat premiers alinéas de 1a lettre de M. le Consul. . )
gezs;::ul;eeio? Cest 1a reg)nna.issance par l’indifen, deva.’u.(z 1;, J;‘ uge, dl;tf:lf} ;-:Igs::; 1 L
A qui appartenait-il de poursuivr,e ? an;s le lui avez déja fait connaitre :
. 1 R wiste,
& P(;l‘]lri::tl;l gz :;uzl]mlzc;;tio?i’i:;ifza;-st.il été conda.mné_é 1,5 ’fra.x.lcs d’;mil'lde conver-
tis en 15 jours de macadam ? L’article 1684 précité, do.nt il luia ei’cée :zlgeasfu;ca(,l ::;n;endent .
Le fait & lui reproché, le refus de 1:.ravail avec in.s?len;e, é 'a, fde oems g b e
troubler Pordre dans une exploitation ainsi que I’'a a’ppreele le ug:?e, :n ?oumées [boution
Varticle 141 que cette amende, si elle n’est pas payée, sera com;e: 1 . Jd urabes o el
L’argumentation du gection 3 de la lettre de M. le Consul tombe
exphcitlonst 5 : r;:‘;g e(;:; il importe de justifier prés de M.le COI’lSlll ;¢ eistz | empr'ison.neme’nt,
nie iﬁ;ep;i‘m, de Poumanaik, du 20 avril, ot le d.it indien a été envoyé al\}a El’ohéi;lill;si(::a ;1;
e05m tinp ot il a été jugé. D’aprés les renselgnem?nts fournis par M d e26 ommissa
c2le ;l:)]ir: M. le Juge de Paix, en conformité des prescriptions de votr‘e1i arretsei (it, 26 a0 engaoé |
fixé les,a.udiences dites disciplinaires aux lundis, ma-l‘fll.s,\et mercred S-d‘ o U oY c; X
a xedd. ¢ au Commissaire de Police pour étre poursuivl partir de jeud 1,_%(1('1 . cos
;st;ou;szsii—il est gardé 2 la Police pour é&tre présenté A %a. prochatme:1 aus ;:nc:: 1,;0 s:rcgez
]:rsque, comme Vindien en question, il habite & une grandeﬁ dls;ixeuc;a ::s ?1 ee; son xefour cher
Pengagiste, avant le répression, peut-,t ét,tre x;ne qausgéj(;eenr(él:hec ;
i i és été mise . .
Paut?;:iée:: ﬁaltlf ai\f:e:z:ui‘jpll‘: aizszlnta.': ;eel’enquéte qui a été faite avec grand soin sur
, M.

T by A ion légale et
i ’ ‘Té sume a une conda.mna.tlo 8
cette affaire quy, ramenée & ce q’elle est réellement, se re

]uStl{(iJZi:hes, il ettt mieux valu que Vindien £it jugé toub de suite,
] . . . ,

Stanofls eI;tol?it;xf ;Tul;e;‘r;lso'retter que la lettre mal-2-droit d’un inconscient,—.-]e veu,x dire Pe[,:i‘f;{:

de M. R. Carrére—-soitotombée entre les mains d:e M. le Conful. Ma.t:so; n;gels'a:::;rslun

autro chose que ce qu'elle signifie; quil wy avait plas de ’mena.%emen our lgui est qui s’était

travaillear qui voulait g'en aller, quelque bon pl:ocede_ quon .:; e p ?

exposé, par son refus prémédité de travail, 2 une répression meriice.

si que de facheuses circon-

No. 14, dated Réunion, the 20th May 1898.

From—C. W. Bexxerr, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at St. Dends,
To—His Excellency the Governor of Réunton.

? th
I have the bonour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excel{er;cy 8 :Zt: f:e lfrlb fhicz
18th instant, in which you did me the honour to forwar(‘l for my ll:iormatfl beforI:a tho Juge
had been ma.,de to Your Excellency by the Protector regarding the condemuation
3 i Indian engagé of M, Carrere. ) o
& PaFl‘x . gt:u?%l;sc;fe:x;y’s first no:e,gNo. 119 of the 5th of May, I learnt that the Indian in
rom

4137 which, unless the fault were of a
1 fus de travail,”’ w ,
i g condemned ¢ pour insolence et re . o
B e uld be punished under Article 112 of the Deer —
ery e : however, I gather that a grav g

. der reply;
From Your Excellency’s note now un e Article 164 of the Labour Law.
st hi i he case under :
was l;ﬁughti agmf‘;:nliml;egl:;cl;l;ric;utgstt ci :t,aine din the extraordinary letter addressed by
e only ev1

« Alfred” to his master. . o
Alfred would naturally, imbued a8 he is w1
whose engagement is about to expire, be har

misdemeanour, : saive de Police, of which I have no
i to the Commiss ¢
'H i~ 1(1):: ?::n:dﬂ:;e lﬁsza}:s s::;d:ct ag worse than th%lxt dtescnbed by Alfred, the case
1zance i ial into error.
mmes moro grave by the fact of his having led & publie officia 1‘{“ (:v hether in your opinion
1 would therefore ask Your Excellency to candidly leb me KROW. o 15 france fine
+ 1stice has or has not been carried out in the condemnation of Poumanati
iy acadam lice detention. .
or 15Id:Zs, !1\1/[0 doubt 5;223:3 &y ny:’nofnli’;d as to what Your Excellency’s reply will be on
ve

this point.

th peculiar ideas as to the treatment of India,n’s
dly likely to have understated the mau’s



i
‘1
j
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Apart, however, from this special case, I would desire to direct Your Excellency’s attention S
to the principle involved, to the large power for good or evil given under the Labour Law, to%

gentlemen of kind and humane disposition equally with persons who, like the Alfred in question, Inp1a OFrICE; File No. 4

are utterly unfit to exercise such powers, and who unserupulously abuse them,

M., Carrere, instead of, as a gentleman would have done, immediately sending Alfred a sharp
rebuke for such an unbecoming letter, acts upon it, the law is put in motion, and an *‘in-
conscient ”’, as M. le Protecteur calls him, securesthe condemnation of the Indian,

The Indian avowed his guilt, but it was hardly to be expected, although the Court of course

has no cognizance of this, that, fancying himself deserted by the Consulate, he should have done )

otherwise.

« Certes il eyt mieux valu,” writes the Protector “que l'indien fut jugé toutde suite,
si que de facheuses circonstances n’ont pas permis. Il est bien plus & regretter que la lettre
mal-3-droit &’un inconscient ,~—je veux dire de Pemployé de M. Carrére,—soit tombée entre les
mains de M. le Consul. Mais on n’en saurait tirer autre chose que ce qu’elle signifie ”’.

Tt is a pity that the Indian could not be tried at once, or at any rate his days of detention
counted as days of Macadam ; but I eannot agree with M. le Probecteur that it was still more
to be regretted that the letter in question fell into my hands.

On the contrary, animated as M. le Protecteur is by a sincere desire to protect the
Indian, it should have afforded him lively satisfaction not, perhaps, to detect an abuse, but to
remedy it.

T also would not wish to draw from this letter anything which it did not signify ; but the
letter emphasizes the fact that the personal liberty of the engagé lies in the hand of the en-
gagisté, and that a “letter maladroite d’un inconscient >’ is sufficient to imprison and send to
Macadam for three weeks an engagé who has incurred his master’s displeasure.

I am far from saying that this power is generally abused, but I can quote very many
instances in which it has been abused by unscrupulous men.

Article 164 is too vague, and will, I trust, be either erased or surrounded with so many
safeguards that its abuse will be impossible in future,

* 1 fully recognize its necessity under existing circumstances ; but a police inquiry before
it is put in action, and the personal inquiry of the Syndic into every case before it is brought
into Court, appears to me to be eminently desirable, :

@overnment of India Central Printing Office.—No. 210 R. & A.—28-10-93.~100.—R. G,

London, 28tk September 1893. gmriar No. 51.

Public (Eingration.)
No. 106.

To His Excellency the Most Honourable the Governor General of India
in Council.

My Lorp MARQUIS,—In continuation of my Despateh No. 98 of th'e 31st

Dated 11th August 1893, No. 21, and enclosures.  Ult1MO, I forward, for the information of

Ditto noow B Your Excellency in Council, copy of fur-

ther Despatches from ller Majesty’s Consul in Réunion, regarding the opera-

tion of the Liquor Law of 1873, and the result of a visit of inspection paid by

him to the quarantine station used for British Indian immigrants on their
first arrival in the Colony.

1 have the honour to be,
My Lorp MARQUIS,
Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servant,

KIMBERLEY.

No. 21, dated Réunion, the 11th August 1893.
From—C. W. Bexyerr, Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul in Réunion,
To—The Eave or Rosepery, K. G., Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

I mave the honour to enclose herewith a tabular statement of con-

demnations l}ndor the\ Réunion Liquor Law of 1873, which has been sent to
me by Monsicur Manés for Mr. Muir-Mackenzie.

¥ also send a copy of a circular addressed by the Procureur Général to
the .11'0(.3111'0111'3 de la Republique at St. Denis, and St. Pierre urging the strict
application of thic law in future.

The circular is good cnough in theory, but T doubt its being so in practice
Naturally all depends upon the way it is carried out. Its operation will be
entrusted to the loeal police, who are not sufficient in number and are drawn
from a very low class.

I have already pointed out to Mr. Muir-Mackenzie that if good results, so
far as Indians are concerned, are to be e.\'pCCted from it, the police force in the
country districts must cither be lareely increased, or, better still, the Protector
and the Syndics should have powef'to' draw up a procés verbal against offend-
ing public houses and taverns.

Tbe truck system is always a difficult question to handle, but now that the
eyes of the authorities are open to its abuses my hands are strengthened, and
it is o great satisfaction to report that a ¢ Boutique” upon the property of
Bellemene, which in Juue attracted the attention of Mr. Muir-Mackenzie, has,

owing to my vigorous remonstrances, since the month of February last, been
at length definitely closed.

St. Denis, le 21 Juin 1898.

Circulaire A M.M. les Procureurs de Ja République de St. Denis et de St. Pierre.
MERSSIEURS—

G A plus1_eurs l‘epl‘i_SP:S_vos prédécesseurs, soit sur T’invitation du Parquet
néral, soit de leur initiative propre, ont adressé & leurs auxiliaires et notam-



2
ment aux commissaires de police placés sous leurs ordres, des circulaires ayant
pour but d’assurer la stricte execution de la loi du 23 Janvier 1873 sur 1’ivresse
publique.

Je sais que I’ om verbalise réguliérement, j’en veux pour preuve le der-
nier relevé que m'a fait parvenir le parquet de St. Denis, d’ou résulte que de-
puis le ler J anvier 1892 dans I’arrondissement du Vent 734 procés verbaux ont
6té dressés en vertu de la loi ci-dessus, 594 contre des Européens, créoles et des
caffres, et 140 contre des indiens. :

Je sais aussi que des poursuites et des condamnations interviennent toutes
les fois que les infractions sont suffisamment prouvées.

Cependant, comme la vente du rhum atteint chaque année un chiffre élevé
dans la Colonie, comme l'alcoolisme n’est pas en décroissance et qu'il importe
dans un but de moralization de combattre ce vice qui en engendre tant d’aut
~ res, je vous prie de recommander de nouveau i tous les officiers de police 'udi:
ciaire placés sous vos ordres d’appliquer et de fajre observer plus rigourguse-

ment que jamais les obligations de 1a loi du 23 Janvier 1873.

Vous savez que le texte de cette loi doit étre affiché 2 la

Mairies et dans la salle principale de tous les cafés, cabarets gt? ;t:tl(‘l(fs t(;)(?bt%s lgs
boisson, et que la lacération du texte ou le défaut d’affichage constitu ' une
infraction punie de peines de-police. I est essentiel de s’assurer par dees visi
tes inopinées et fréquentes faites chez les cabavetiers, cafetiers E’n débit v1§1-
que, sur ce point, la volonté du législateur soit observée, CoR,

Celui qui la viole n’a pas d’excuse, puisque le parquet 6 :
tenu a la disposition de ceux que €n faisaient la dgmz(}nde Siziili& tqu;gurs
gros caractére de la loi de 1873. * prime en

Recevez &e. &c.
(84.) D. BRUNET,

Procureur Général,

N
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ADMINISTRATION DE LA JUSTICE.

Cunrlamn“ions prononcdes en ver lu de la loi du 28 Janvier 1673.

Localitiéa. \ Casto des Contrevenauts.
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No. 23, dated Réunion, the 11th August 1893. A

From—C. W. Benxert, Esq, Her Majesty’s Consul in Réunion,
To—The Secretary of State for Foreign aAffairs.

Time not having permitted Mr. Muir-Mackenzie to inspect the quaran-
tine station where Indians on their first arrival in the Colony are intered, I
have the honour to report that at his wish I have, since his departure visi,ted
it in company with the Protector. ’

There are two large main stone buildings, each about forﬁy yards long by
ten wide; of the first, half of the lower storey is used as a store room an& dis-
pensary, the other half for sleeping accommodation. Upstairs, which is ap-
proached by a handsome flight of stone steps, at each end, are two large dor-
mitories. )

The second building contains three dormitories, two upstairs and one down
and ahospital. - ’

There are also ten rooms at a certain distance devoted solely to the use
of the resident doctor and the employés : a good supply of water is laid on in
pipes and runs into large cisterns which are used for bathing and washin
purposes ; the sanitary arrangements are better than usual. 7 8

The buildings, which we visited on a very wet day, are clean, well-
Wateti-tight, the foors are of wood eilnd in good order :y’the dormi’tm?ieslzergt,vgéll?
ventilated and protected from weather. Hach man is provid .
blanket in lieu of a bed. provided with a mat and

The landing place, which in years past was a source of ¢
. ; en . . S onstant -
plaint, is now provided with a small iron jetty, which renders the opelgtisgn;f

landing comparatively safe, even in bad weather. Th : !
for allti)assengers landed in quarantine. 6 same Jetty is used

The Lazaretto described as used exclusively for I ior
very rare occasions 'When they are too numeZousr arlflgr‘l‘}cﬁ:‘trlgs,bl)(ut or t?he
the ordinary quarantine establishment, which we also visited i sent to

I have much pleasure in recording the fact that the Lazaretto for Indians

at Réunion is one of the very few Government i .
passed as satisfactory. nt establishments which can be

————————_—

@. C, Pross, Simla.—No. 835 R. & A, D,=13.11.98.—100

| File No. 4.
Serial No. 52.

Twpia OFFICE,

London, the 5th October 1895.
Public Emigration.

No, 108. o
To His Excellency the Most Honourable the Governor-General of India 1n
Council.

/ — : -uation of my despateh No. 98 of. the 31st of
My Lorp Msnquis,—Ln contmu?&ﬁ)gust lazt, I fgrward, for the information

‘% No. 22, dated 11th Angust 1893, and enclosures. of Your Excellency in Council, copy of a

tagty’ in Réuni the subject of
further Despatch from Her Majesty's Consul in Réunion on
the acceptar?ce by the Conseil Général of the conditions stated to have been

laid down by Mr. Muir-Mackenzie as a basis of mnegotiation for the renewal of
emigration from India to Réunion.
1 have the honour to be,

My Lord Marquis,

Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble servant,

KIMBERLEY.

e

No. 22, datcd Réunion, the 11th August 1893. N
From—C. W. Bexnert, Esq., Her Britavnic Majesty’s Consul at Réunion,
To—The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

With reference to my despatch No. 18 of 21st of the Jun.e, 1 h’avehﬂ:ei
honour to inform Your Lordship that at a sitting of the Conseﬂ_Géneral el¢
on the 4th instant the desiderata expressed by Mr. Muir-Mackenzie as a baslls
for a possible renewal of immigration from India were accepted unanimously
without discussion.

T enclose in triplicate the report of the Commission, from vgrhwh Your Lord-
ship will see that only one alteration was made, namely, the imposition of the
« double cut” as a substitute for the entire abolition of the penalty now existing
for the days due for illegal absence,

I should bave much preferred to have seen the conditions t:,horoughly dis-
cussed and thrashed out in the Chamber. Being also under the impression tha(ti
the Conseil Général were not fully alive to the great changes being m%(ile, z{?
that they looked upon the desiderata which were rushed through tae ‘3me§’é
as being the utmost limit ot any conditions to be exaclted by the .ovem;n
of India, and were attaching to their acceptance a far g_rea.te.r impor afici(a‘
than Mr. Muir-Mackenzie wished to give them, I thought tt ]udlclo‘;lfs ‘1V1111 i(():xh ei
t0 avoid possible recriminations in futuré to address the note, copy
enclose herewith, to His Excellency.

: Monsieur Manes
T now have the honour to transmit & COPY_Of & rgply from A
from which it would appear that the Conseil Général were fully alive to the

<hanges about to be made, and especially to the abolition of engagements or re-

engagements of Indians to any but landed proprietors for the cultivation of the

soil.
I

No. 44, dated St. Denis, the 9th August 1893.
From—C. W. Bexxerr, Esq, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul ab Réunion,
To—His Excellency the Governor of Réunion.
I learn }rom the local Press that the proposals made by Mr. Muir-Mackenazie

as a possible basis for a_renewal of immigration from India to Réunion have
been accepted without discusiion by the Conseil Général.
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% No.112,—(Publio-Emmigration'idated I

From—=Taz Eant o KikBERLEY, o
i 1 October 1898.
. 1’0—-1%4: Government of India. Ofee, Tondon, the 19th October ‘

- . . iesty’ etary of State for India,®

_© " "IN continuation of my Despatch of the o Her Majesty's Becntm:j s % ’
. @No, 24, datod 16tk August 1803,  biom of Yo ' : .
fx?». 26, dated 28th A;g::t 1898snd  from Har M4 of July last, No. 87, I forward, for the mfor:pa-
enclosuse, . ' ' &’ Bstonrnellee Excellency in Council, copy Of.“ despateh®
emigration from India to that Colony. Asesty’s Consul in Réunion commenting on Baron
also enclosed. s note respecting the question of the renewal of
_____ao' . Py of a further despateht from the Consul is
No. 24, datel Réunior :

o . From—C. W. Besxerr, Bsq., Her 8 F )
To—Her Majesty’s Secretary of Slaté the 15th A.ngusib 1893. ¢ Réunion
1 mavR the honour to ackdowledge the rec&‘ta“w Il.la; Y : Consul af REUMT,
8th ultimo, transmitting, for my information Ry Poreign Affasrs.
Office and of a note from the French Chargé 4’ At of Your Lorlship’s Despateh No. 11, of th.e o
question of renewal of Indian emigration to Réud guidance, copy of a lotter from the India
I propose to respectfully offer a few reuaj ffaires at the Court of St. James réspecting the
Tote of May 29th. ' iont. ,
The figures given by Mr, Malcor, the Prgks upon the Baron & Estournelles de Coustans
79 francs a head for all adult males repatriate . ’
The figures tally fairly well with those prtector of Immigrants, give an average of about
accepted as reasogably correct. No account|jn 1889—1892. '
pamber, many, if/not most, of whom are far neserved in the Consulate, and this total may be
by thd Madagascar carried awhy respectit has, however, been taken of the women, 252 1n
women under 2 ) ‘ ore saving than men ; for instance, two -women
Several of the latter appear to have sumsjly B450 and 2980; nor of young ten OF

... ) -

But even supposing that the figure 79 fr y
‘ the men and women immigraats, which it i ngiog up to R50 and R80. ) .
’ that it can be quoted with pride. BEY L W per head is taken as the average saving of y

Next, as regards the roll of complainta. e
Your Lordship will no doubt bave notieef.
108 complaints having been formulated at the! :
furnithed by the Protector, only 15 complain!®¢hat althongh the Baron, in his note, speaks of
curious coincidence that the 33 alluded to are“ onsulate in 1891 and 65 in 1892, in the rés.mhe x
I have already furnished Mr. Muir-Mad®for 1891 and 18 for 1892 are quoted. It 18 &
92, and it is interesting to comrpare the two. Jnostly trivial complaints. : .
The Baron also probably was not awar nzie with a complete complaiht roll for 1891-
* direotly to the Syndics, and in 1892, 238, mi_,

When statisties are given, it is well to ha] that in 1881, 927 complaints were preferred
objections to immigation as at present carrie ing in all a total of 688.

ot, I do not consider this such a brilliwt resuls

, npou the two items gpecially selected by Ba them as accurate @8 possible ; bnt‘; the real g
. The French Charge &’ Affaires is right I? on /@ general ones rather than ehiefly based ;
law is admirable, bat it 18 not carried out. &’Estournelles de Cougtans. - .
. V . . ywever as tothe law regulating bounthueg ; the
o + . No. 26, dated Réunic . .
From—C. W. Baxxerr, Esq., Her B B

. e
To~Her Majesty’s Secretary of Stels’ the 26th Angust 1893. . ‘ o
I . itannic Majesty’s Consul at ﬂc’umtm,‘ : .
. Sinen sending off my Despatch No. 24 - Affairs :
from the French Charge d’Affaires of the Jor Forergn fasrs. . ~
. from the Protector of Immigrants in Man the 15th instant, commenting upon the le.t.ter -
the sums carried away by returning immig29th of May, to Your L"}‘dﬂhlp: I have W.“d ot
., those geleoted by the French authoriti itius 8 t.able, copy of which I enclose, showing -
appears that every statute adult bad on an #ffr ts from Mauritius during the same months as
. Taking ancount of the Réunion childre®’. he Jupe 1889 to June 1892, from which it
adults, I find-the Réunion convoys copsiste hegre over R37. ‘ .
per head, or very nearly exactly 40 shillings. ad tyroing - them also at 2 for 1 into stafute
' ) of 1,249 sdults, giving an average of 52 francs




The Mauritius coolie, however, pays hi? bwn passage, which costs just 825; so that
wmmmmwmmmmmmmmwmmwwmmnmmmm@mm
ings. '

It may therefore be said that the Mauri' ;5 coolie saves more than double as much as
the Réunion coolie. . o .

As & matter of fact there is no comparist , hatween the social standing and well being
of the two ; ope is a large, fairly well-to-do ¢0fymynity, the other small and poverty-stricken,
having, with rare exceptions, no money deposited in sdvings bauks, or iuvested in land or
stock, ' : '

[
it v——— .

Statement showsng the number of Statute adult :!mmigrants who left Mauritius, from June 1889
oo to the 318t ¢ May 1892. .

- . *
: Adults em- | Adultsem: | 2g,1t5 em- Adults em-- Amount of
PaBI0D. barked for | barked for ba:kedef?:r barked for T:;:}t:t::; 6 declared sav-
} Calcutta. | Mudras. Bombay. other Indian barked ings carried
ports. o away.
: R
June to Decetber 1869 .« 2363 190 8874 26 841 :
January to December 1890. . 8684 80X, 820% asi 1 ’0253 :g'ggg
January to December 1881 . 2:28% . g‘l‘gy 2854 36 863% 28188
Junuary to May 1892 . - 179 - 4 .28 16 436} . 17544
Torst .|  1,007% 1075} 9714 uz | 867 | 118601
TumienaTion OFFICE,
91st of Angust 1893. )
] _. J. F. TROTTER,
. . Protector of Immigrants,
.
®
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Ser1aL No. 4.

No. 189, dated India Office, London, the 23rd November 1893.

From—Tue Ricat Hox’BLe TtHE EARL OF KiuserrLey, K.G., Her Majesty’s
Secretary of 8tate for India,
TowThe Government of India.

Wirn reference tomy Despateh No, 121, of the ond instant, I forward, for the information
of Your Excellency in Council, copy of a despatch from
Her Majesty’s Consul in Réunion giving further details
respecting suicides and accidental deaths referred to in his
annual report on immigration for the year 1892.

Dated 4th November 1893, No. 33,
and enclosure.

e i

No. 88, dated Réunion, the 4th October 1893.
From—C. W. BexnerT, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, Réunion,
To—The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

Witk reference to my Despatch No, 27 of the gth ultimo, inclosing my annual report
on Indian immigration at Reunion, I have the honour to
o inclose a copy of a letter from the Protector of Immigrants,
in reply to my inquiries made in annexure No. 6 of my report as to suicides and accidental
deaths.

I have addressed a despatch in the same sense direct to the Viceroy of India.

No. 149 of September 15th, 1893.

et

No. 149, dated the 15th September 1893.

From—Mons. F. Mavcor, Protector of Immigrants, 8¢, Denta,
To—Her Britannic Majesty’s Conaul, Réunion.

J%ai Phonneur, en réponse A votre lettre No. 52, du 25 aofit dernier, de compléter par
les Tenseignements demandés plusieurs de« 24 proces verbaux de suicides et de morts accident-
elles d’indiens en 1892 dont I'envoi vous a déja été fait.

Au sujet du déces de Gangadine Abjalkan, No. 6432, il est relevé que son aggresseur, le
nommé Ganga Laotane, No. #780, a été condamné, le 18 aolt 1892, par le Tribunal Correc-
tionnel de St. Denis & huit mois de prison pour coups 6t blessures ayant entrainé la mort du
sus-dit sans intention de la donner,

Des cinq autres, trois ont succombé dans des conditions particuliéres qui échappent 3 la
eritique.

Le premier, Carpin Catan, No, 27538, dispensé dengagementd, été trouvé mort de fai-
blesse et de vieillesse dans une cabane abandonnée. Confié 3 M. Clément Frost, il avait disparu
depuis quelques jours.

Le deuzidme, Virasamy Rongayen, No, 46-239, sans engagement, rentre dans la case quil
oceupait & 3t. Pierre chez Vengagiste, Mme. Caben,—de chez qu'il venait de sortir,—a suc-
combé & un accés de ficvre pendant une des absences de cette dame.

Lo troisiéme, Hamodekan Ibrameau, No, 17-987, ayant terminé son engagement avec
M. Henri Sanglier & St. Pierre et muni d’un permis de circulation, se rendait apparemment &
la propri.été Kivequen * Bassin Martin > pour proposer 8es services. 1l est probable que pris
en chemin du mal qui Va emporté (accds froid) il n’a pas eu la force de continuer et s’st
couché, & quelques pas de la route, dans un taillis. Ce n’est qu’au bont de deux mois que, ses
ossoments ayaat été trouvés par hasard par un gardien de M, deKivequen, il a été reconnu a
;1:8 1restes de linge. Clest Popinion du médecin, Docteur Hibon, qui a opéré la constatation

gale.

Des deux derniers, 'un * Sellambin Audy,” No. 22787, placé en subsistence, sur ea
demande, le 19 Septembre 1891, chez le permissionnaire Alavin Alavin, fermier de M, de
Chateauvieux 2 St Len, n’avait aucune affection qui ait pu le porter au suicide,

11 était regulier au travail. L’autre, Samigadon Potigadon, No. 431, s’est suicidé par sus-
pension & St. Paul, non parce qu’il était malade, mais bien parcequ’il avait dd se séparer de sa
femme affectée d’hydropisie et de suites de couches, qu’il avait fallu faire entrer & ’hospice
communal avec ses enfants malades’ aussi,

Government of India Central Printing Office No. 684 ¢—29-12-93—100—F, F. B,
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EMIGRATION—No. 3140.

CALCUTTA, tue 14ru NOVEMBER 1892.

Frou C. E. BUCKLAND, Esa.,

Secretary to the Government of Bengal,

To Tarx SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

REevENUE AND AGRICULTURAL DxPArRTMENT.

SIR,
I au directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No J,

dated the 29th July 1892, in which it was stated that the Government of India,
while agreeing with the Government of Bengal that the resumption of emigra-
tion to the French Colonies of Martinique and Guadeloupe was undesirable,
were nevertheless of opinion that the proposal to resume emigration to Réunion
should be further considered,

2. In accordance with these views of the Government of India, the
Protector of Emigrants zamccll Surgeon-Major D. W. D. Comins were again ad-

e, GT€8sed on the subject of the latter proposal, and
Coleattn, Nor 2asa. doted the 1oew 1 am now directed to submit, for the infofmation of
A¥xi 1823@011-Mﬂjor b W. D the Governmen.t of. India, the. accompanying co_pies
Comins, dated the 15th October 1892,  Of the communications noted in the margin, received
from those officers, and to say that the Lieutenant-
Governor agrees generally with the views expressed by Dr. Comins and
Dr. Macleod on the points enumerated in paragraph 4 of your letter. Of these
points the most important is unquestionably the first, 7.c., the right of the
British Consul to visit and inspect at will the places where Indian immigrants in
Réunion are under employment, His Honour fully realizes the importance of
arriving, if possible, at a settlement of the question, which would dispense with
the necessity of free inspection, apparently so distasteful to the French Govern-
ment ; but having regard to the nature and education of the ordinary immigrant,
his comparative belplessness, and even unwillingness, to protect himself at
any expense of trouble or money, and also to the previous history of the
treatment of immigrants in the French Colonies, it does not appear that any
lesser guarantee than that of free inspection by the Consul, coupled with the
free right of communicating with the Consul as proposed by Dr. Macleod,
would be sufficient to ensure systematic good treatment for the Indian immi-
grants at the hands of their employers. If the French Government are
unable to make this small and totally inexpensive concession, the objections
to which seem after all to rest chiefly on sentiment, it seems to Sir Charles
Elliott inadvisable that immigration should be re-opened.

3. Withreference to the question whether nore-engagement should be allow-
edtill the expiry of the first contract, and then olny subject to confirmation by
the British Consul, I am to say that the Lieutenant-Governor agrees with the view
expressed by the Government of India in paragraph (7) of your letter, that Dr.
Comins has gone too far in advocating the total abolition of re-indenture. His
Honour considers that it would be sufficient to adopt the system in force in
several British Colonies(e.g., Trinidad and Natal), under which five years represent
the first term of indenture, and ten years the term of residence (indentured or other-
wise) qualifying for a free return passage. Re-indenture should be allowed
for periods of one year only ata time, and -only on expiry of a previous term of
indenture, and with theratification of the British Consul.

4. The reforms numbered 8 and 6 in paragraph 4 of your letter under
reply commend themselves to the Lieutenant-Governor as desirable, and I
am to say that he is of opinion that these suggestions, to which there would
apparently be no difficulty in obtaining the assent of the French Government,
should be adopted.
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1so
The reforms numbered 7 and 8 seem also to C
They are unquestionably salutary, and should give rise t

part gf tl}FhErenggrggv;ﬁﬁ)gZd 9 and 11 would doubtless Prorw;e ubigggﬁcgzl’
but the Lieu?;erl;g.nt-Governor is of opinion that gomet}ll:ngdmogfslsshofllﬂ 1 be done
agrees with Dr. Comins that the present prison-like epmaintaine d at ports
agvay with altogether, and only open sheds, where necessary,

Jication on all estates
of cmbarkation. Further, the real and bond fide pub 1{;) tion o o asisted

igrant sh X
of the dates fixed for the departure of return emigran se use of their right o

on in order to enable time-f xpire]fl()irﬁln;i%ri?lizn?ngégvernor would suggest &
repatriation, As regards retorm 1U,

who so desire shoul
somewhat modified provision to th ts

o no objections on the

o effect that immigta” but those who prefer

n
be sent at once to the sheds at the por of embarkation, b o they please.

gand W
to make their own arangementy silgu;(rll(}) elngtegb%?i; alternative proposa.s. n

. forms numbered . h. the Lieute-
consc?nang‘eh‘:vﬁhozllﬁa views expressed in the preceding paragrapd,

n vessels a year
nant-Governor would prefer that there should be %;{w?orﬁtl(li;) vw ould involve
to start on fixed dates or in certain fixed months. Cemins suggests, should be
the collection of immigrants in depots which, as Dr. 01 d vlace & premium on
discontinued as far as possible, and moreover it .w:)u P ing a return
devices of various kinds to check time-expired immigs i

assage. Lieutenant-
P 7g.e As regards the reform numbered'14, I am to sayt;,lilr?ltythI?Ot entail for-
Governor considers that the permit de Sejour shon d c?r ‘s there is, perhaps,
feiture of the right to repatriation. In the British Coloni . .

. onsenting, 1D
no objection to a cooly obtaining 8 eons1derable bonu:gs;géd; %ut, in the’prt?-
consideration therefor, to give up his right to a return Pt 1d in His

this wou
sent doubtful state of emigration to the French Colonies this
Honour’s opinion be inadvisable. ) h 7 of your letter com-
8. The further conditions proposed in paragrap As regards the first, His
mend themselves entirely to the Lieutenant-Governor. fs Eom of emigrants
Honour considers that it is essential that the absolute ﬁeZm ployment as they
on the expiry of their five years’ indenture to adopt suc etition in the same
may choose, or can obtain under the system of open comé) onditions (2) and (3)
way as ordinary French subjects, should be secured. ot observance of
would seem to be also necessary. How best to ensure the 8 l;vould leave to the
tShe conditions imposed is a question which His Honour WOT t
upreme Government to decide. . immigrants,
P 9. Lastly comes the very difficult question of the maﬂ('iatgedofhtam‘z& June
which was referred to in this office letter No. 154T°G"h p eof Dr. Comins
1892 The difficultics are well pointed out in para@rapt <., ~o7:.,tenant-
letter, but he has not suggested any practica golution. .o given to have
Governor understands from Dr. Comins that Op}im't“,“lty t; ei%her on arrival
professed marriages registered by the Protector of Immigran rival, or &t any
in tho Colony, if the marriage is antecedent to su¢ ar 'vai such regis-
subsequent time in the case of marriages contracted after a};n The right ©
tration entitling the children of such marriages to ’mhemt;ably be of very
registration, however, as Dr. Comins points out, will pro
little use. . endorse-
10. In conelusion, I am to point out, with rcference to youar %?;; of des-
ment No. %2 dated the 21st October 1892, forwardmgs o bor 1892,
patch from the Secretary of State, No. 93, dated .tbe 220d 1el;especting the
and enclosures, that the views expressed by the British Consu vy says that the
French Nationality Law are conspicuously one-sided. Ho m:iretg’ seitle perma-
Jaw will benefit and not injure those Indian coolies who inten the point of view
nently in the Colony, but he does not discuss the case from p

of those who do not intend to do so.

ants from claim

I have the honour to be;
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
c. E. BUCKLAND,
Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

¢. K. G.—Keg. No. 4884C~179~—15-11-92.
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No. 2444, dated Calcutta, the 19th August 1892.
From—R. MacLgob, Esa., M.p., Protector of Emigrants, :
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, General Department.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the correspondence
forwarded under cover of Mr. Richardson’s endorsement No. 2360, dated the
12th instant, and, in compliance with the request therein made, to submit my
report on the proposal to re-open emigration to Réunion.-

2. After a careful perusal of Dr. Comins’s report on the French West
Indian Colonies, I am more than ever convinced that it is absolutely necessary
that the Indian emigrants working under indenture on plantations in Réunion
should have the means of freely communicating with the British Consul, with
a view to making known their grievances if not fairly treated by their
employers. :

3. To this end it would be desirable that the French Government should
permit the British Consul, an independent officer, to visit the estates at will, so
as to afford emigrants opportunities of making known. their condition if
unsatisfactory, and of obtaining such concessions, through his intervention, from
the French authorities as the laws and the terms of their indentures would
warrant.

4, There is more than this, however, that is necessary to ensure satisfac-
tory treatment of emigrants. In view of the probability that the official visits
to the- estates will be few and far between, it is important that the labour
regulations should clearly provide for the granting of permits and passports to
at least two of the most intelligent .and well-conducted emigrants on every
estate periodically, say every three months, to enable them to proceed to the
British Consul’s residence and report themselves as being in attendance for the
purpose of furnishing to the British Consul information regarding the indentured
emigrants in the estate on which they were employed.

5. Beyond doubt such a measure would be conducive to the interests of
the employer as well as of those employed by him. In order to obviate
unfavourable reports, good treatment of the emigrants on plantations would, I
believe, be the rule, and the frequent advocacy of the cause of indentured
emigrants by the British Consul would hardly be needed. In the event of non-
attendance m any case, the Protector of Immigrants might be communicated
with by the British Consul and the reason ascertained for the satisfaction of all
concerned.

6. In addition to the right of visiting and inspecting estates to be conceded
to the British Consul, it is important to require the above concession in order to
establish the constant communication between indentured emigrants and the
British Consul, needed to prevent the former from being reduced to the condition
of slavery aimed at by the decree of 30th June 1890 for Guadeloupe.

7. In regard to reindentures, I do not think it advisable to take objection
to their being entered into for short periods; but I concur with Dr. Comins
that there should be certain conditions attached to reindentures, such as the
expiry of the first contract, obtaining of the certificate of exemption from labour,
freedom from the influence or control of the estate on which employed during
term of first contract, and cxecution of any fresh contract in the presence and
with the approval of the British Consul. . ) .

8. It should also be thoroughly understood at the time of reindenture by
both the contracting parties that, in the case of an emigrant that is entitled
to a free return passage, the contract must be held to be null and void if the
opportunity offers for his return to India and he is willing to avail himself of
such opportunity. In short, the reindenture should be permitted subject to the
condition of freedom therefrom under the above circumstances.

9. Another important point to be insisted on before the resumption of
emigration to Réunion is sanctioned is the revision of the French Immigration
laws on the lines of the recently framed Immigration Ordinance for British
Guiana, so as to secure freedom to the Indian emigrant to choose his own line of
life on the expiration of his indenture for five years, and to settle in the colony
on terms of equality with the original colonists should he decide not to return
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to India. If the French authorities in Réunion are sincerely desirous of agamn

' . 1 i hould have no hesitation 1n
e Hocian, immigrants the v o afclr)r?gnts thltay receive in the British

according Indian immigrants the fair treatn ¢
colonies,gafter the example of the a}xllthéntles in Dtutgél I(i:(lilizn?r.l

10. The points noticed by the overnment 0 in paragial L pro-
Sir E. Buck's letter should, [ think, be introduced 1n conncctlo_x:1 oho adopl'zion

posed revision of the l.abour laws; apd the b.QSt metth(())? (I)i;;;ilrém1grants would
of practically protective measures o the interests the British Consul

doubtless be to depute an officer to Réunion to consult with ) on
and the Fxl‘)ench auglorities in determining what alterations Htl: ts:cgtfg?}llgr::;ll-
laws are feasible, and what fresh conditions will be req.ulsl'ie t(()) o colony. It
being of Indian emigrants if again permitted to emigrale any new formula
appears that the French Government are prepared to examine y

that may be prepared by the Indian Government.

W. F. A==Reg. No. 34100—123 —34-8.92.
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paragraph 7 of

o

@om Sureeox-Masor D. W. D. COMINS,

To tae SECRETARY 1o THE GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,

GENERAL AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS.

Dated Calcutta, the 15th October 1892.

SIR,

I mavE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the correspond-
1743 ence on the subject of the resumption of emigra-
Nos. T7* of 29th July 1892, tion to the French colonies of Martinique, Guade-
from the Secretary to the Govern- loupe, and Réunion, and 1in reply to submit the
ment of India, Revenue and Agri- followin g remarks: —
cultural Department, to the Secre- . .
tary to the Government of Bengal, With reference to the first portion of para-
forward:g gy etxn egﬂggrésegc;ﬁ- graph II of Sir Edward Buck’s letter, I desire to
tary to the Governmens of Lo, point out that Martinique and Guadeloupe have
ment, on the 11th ultimo. in a great measure owed their prosperity in the
past to the success of the sugar industry which
in former years was enormously remunerative. Of late cane sugar has declined
so much in price owing to the introduction of beet root sugar that, unless under
favourable circumstances, it can hardly be worked at a profit.

Better management and machinery have enabled the proprietors on
many estates to hold their own against depreciated prices. The amalgama-
tion of small estates in suitable localities, the abandonment of others not so
well situated, and the concentration of manufacture in large usines have per-
mitted, among other benefits, a substantial reduction of establishment. Scientific
methods of manufacture and the introduction of the latest improvements to
machinery have largely increased the outturn of sugar, which under more
primitive and wasteful processes was not extracted from the cane.

As showing the improvement which has taken place in this direction,
a report of the Colonial Company published in 1887 shows that in English
colonies and on their estates in 1879 manufacture of a ton of sugar cost £22-2,
in 1880 £17-7-1, in 1887 £10-14, and the French West Indian colonies have
made equal progress in reducing the cost of production. In no colony in the
West Indies, either British or Foreign, have greater improvements been made
than in Guadeloupe. '

Aided by a heavy bounty the proprietors have brought from Europe
the most expensive modern machinery, have built enormous usines, have
constructed railways to carry produce from their out-estates, and in every way
have perfected their system for laying down sugar and rum for export at the
lowest possible price, and many English colonies might learn from them an
useful lesson in the conservation and concentration of force. _Close to Pointe-
3-Pitre is the usine D’Arboussier, one of the most magnificent sugar manufac-
tories in the world, and which is only surpassed in 1ts outturn by one factory in
the island of Cuba, and there are other usines I have visited in Guadeloupe and
Martinique possessed of all the improvements modern science can suggest.

If, therefore, these colonies are not so valuable to France, it is not owing
to the decrease in the outturn and export of the staple product, but to its
depreciated value. )

The number of planters, especially of white planters, has become small,
and absentee proprietors drain the island of much of its wealth; but those
who remain carry on a very active war against the difficulties of their
position, and the immense sums of money spent on the land, on the buildings,
on machinery and improvements, render it imperatively necessary that an
adequate supply of labour shall be forthcoming, and this can be obtained only
from India.

9. I wish to correct the impression that apparently exists that there are
no *“ free ” coolies in Guadeloupe. It was to lessen the increasing number of
these * free” immigrants, who, 1 have remarked in my letter to you dated the
June last, were many, and who having completed their indentures left the
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sugar estates and betook themselves to other forms of agriculture or modes ot" ‘

life, and are entirely free from the restrictions of the immigration ordinances,
that led to the introduction of the decree of 1890. In the same paragraph I also
remarked — In Guadeloupe there are some planters who employ none but the old
coolies not under indenture, whom they pay wmore than the wages authorised
by the convention, as being old skilled {abourers s and in the same paragraph
I have noticed that immigrants were, prior to the passing of the decree of 1890,
leaving the estates in Grande-terre and setting up for themselves as small
farmers in the favourite island of Basse-terre, and it was to check this that
the above-named decree was passed. In one syndicate I reported there were
400 immigrants not engaged or, in the parlance of these colonies, ¢ free.” In
paragraph 22 I have given an account of the various ways in which ¢ free”
coolies employ themselves, and of the number of depositors and large sums
placed to their account in the Guadeloupe and Pointe-3-Pitre banks. In
Appendix B are given the number of immigrants under time contracts for
labour, as well as those who have adopted occupations of their own. The
Guadeloupe Immigration Department gave me the followin information :—

_ “Seven thousand and four hundred immigrants free ?rom engagement, of
which 1,400 have completely abandoned work on the sugar estates, and some
of whom are employed on day work on coffee, cacao, and ¢ ground provision ”
farms, and on the roads or in the towns. Theso numbers probably include
a number of children and old people who are not considered worth re-engaging.
Ninety-seven * free” Indians in tho canton Lamentin cultivate 164 hectares of
lf‘md or their own profit. The ¢ free” coolies live principally in the cantons
Capesterre and Trois Rivieres. In Grande-terre some ‘' free ) coolies employ
themselves as colons or farmers for the large pro‘)rietors.”

The number of * free” coolies is not nearly so large as it ought to be,

considering the time that has elapsed since the last batch arrived in the island.
Still there are many who in spite of all obstacles have got clear of the disci-
plined labour on estates.

3. In all colonies, both British and Foreign, recciving Indian immi-
grants, the legal recognition of marriages and of the more or less permanent
alliances approved among Indians as having the force of marriage bristles with
difficulties.

Among coolies there are to be found every religion and ocaste, though
both of them are greatly modified, or entirely neglected as a result of absenc?
from a country where they are more strictly observed, and alliances an
marriages are made among persons of different castes and religions which
would not be recognized by the leaders of sects in India.

It is & common custom for intending emigrants of high caste to con-
ceal their identity, and to adopt and retain throughout their residenco in the
colony names belonging to lower castes among the more sought for agriCUItural
classses. Thus many Brahmans are described as Ahirs. It is also known that
a large proportion of immigrant women are obtained from the bazars, or from

young women who dreading disgrace in their families have adopted otber

names and fled from their homes. Before their arrival in the colony they
have either been married to or accompany some immigrant not necessarily of
their own caste, and these alliances are recognized us marriages in the colony,
and the names of such married couples are entered in the Matriculation Register-
The question of caste is mot considered and does not affect” the validity of the
marriage, and marriages once registered are permanent in the eycs of the law
and cannot be dissolved by mutual consent, but ounly by the colonial laws
of divorce. ’

In British Guiana where a divorce costs money, if from want of means
of cher cause t}le aggrieved party does not wish to a};ply for a divorce, & sepa-
ration and equitable division of property takes place 1f an application be made
to the Magistrate. No marriage, except by Christian rites, is valid unless
registered, and children of unregistered parents are considered as.illegitimate,
and do not succeed to property. Reputed marriages are not recognized by the
law, except in the case when immigrants having lived together apply to the
Magistrate for a division of property. It has, however, been the custom 1n
the case of an immigrant dying intestate, to recognize the claim of a reputed
wife or husband to a share in the property left by the deceased, provided
that it has been mutuaily accumulated or contributed, and as a concession
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the children the result of unregistered marriages have been allowed to inherit
their parents’ property.

The registration of marriages made according to the customs of their
country is not considered by immigrants at all necessary; and formal marriages
are generally considered hazardous aud objectionable, which is not to be
wondered at looking to the class from which the women are drawn, and the
difference in caste of the contracting parties, which although to a great extent
in abeyance in the colonies, and obtruding itself little into the ordinary rela-
tions of life there, would again assert its influence on the return of the married
couple to India. . )

It is not possible for & man of caste refurning to his own village in
India to take with him a woman of another caste or religion and to produce
her before his relatives as his wife. Such an assumption would be scouted, and
neither he nor his wife could claim any caste privilege. It is therefore not a
matter for surprise that men should prefer to live unfettered by the bonds
of legal union rather than contract obligations which they know will have
to be hereafter broken. ,

In one case which came under my personal observation, an immigrant
continued to live with his wife, a woman of another caste, and brought her
back from the colony and as far as the Howrah railway station, where he
told her and his child to sit while he got tickets, and heartlessly deserted
her. On the other hand, I have known women long married in the colony
decline to accompany their husbands to India, and appealed to the Magistrate
to prevent their husbands returning. These remarks apply more or less
completely to all colonies, and save that the number of registered marriages
may he fewer, and low caste pariahs who form the bulk of the immigrant
population are perhaps more regardless of moral and social customs, there is

" nothing exceptional in this matter in the French colonies.

" The degree to which these informal marriages should be legalised pre-
sents a perplexing question which has not ceased to trouble the minds of
colonial legislators, who have not yet arrived at any solution which will meet
oIl their difficulties. Lord Knutsford, the late Secretary of State for the
Colonies, has devoted much attention to framing laws which will meet the
requirements of the case, but anloss the coolies are driven to the altar, they will
not to any great extent take advantage of them.

Regarding Réunion Mr. Consul Perry writes :—“ The question relat-
ing to the property of Indians is closely connected with that of Indian
marriages.  As the matter stands at present, all money belonging to deceased
Indians, whether immigrants or Indians working on their own account, are
invariably confiscated by the Curateur, on the ground that the deceased had no
heirs, even if during life he had been ackrnowledged as the father of children
born in the colony.” From this it would appear that the law of illegitimacy
is more harshly administered than in the French West Indies, where children
arc allowed to succeed to the property of their parents. .

Mr. Perry adds:—“No marriages among Indians meet with recognition
here except those that have taken place in the colony according to the French
law before the Maires of the different communes,” which is identical with the
custom prevailing in the French West Indies. '

4, Major-General Sir F. Goldsmid’s report and Mr, Lyall's note on emi-
gration of 1878, though written long ago, and differing in some details,

* are a sufficiently true picture of the condition of Indian immigrant life as

existing in the French West Indies I have visited, and it seems that the only
important change has been in the :ntroduction of harsher laws. I cannot hope

that much improvement has taken place. . ]
This is the view adopted by Lord Salisbury in 1889, who observes—

‘ Matters everywhere have in fact remained through much in the same
condition as was found to prevail when enquiry was made into-the state of

affairs by the British Commissioner ten years ago ;? and he adds:—* Under no

~ condition should emigration from India to Réunion be allowed to be resumed.”

I have never visited Réunion, and my information is limited to that
obtained by me in enquiries as Protector of Emigrants. I may say that an
impression prevails among those acquainted with the subject that the ar-
rangements of that colony are even less liberal than of the French West
Indian colonies.
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- It may be assumed that the position of immigrants, though perhaps'ﬁ

differing slightly in some details from that in Guadeloupe, is in gener
so similar t%

to both., Article 40. of the Guadeloupe decree of 1890, which has been
authoritatively described as the keynote of the system by which are enforced
endless and rigidly controlled terms of labour, was adopted from Réunion,
where it had for years existed as an integral portion of the immigration laws,
contrary to Article XXIII of the Convention of 1861, which says that the
rules in force in Martinique shall form the basis for those to be adopted in other
colonies, and to the engagement of the French Government not to make any
modification which shall render the conditions of labour harder than those
stipulated. This ““article” runs thus :—* Les travailleurs immigrants des deux
sexes sont pendant toute la duree de leur sejour dans la colonie soumis a
Pobligation de l’engagement,” and dates from the Réunion decree of the
27th August 1887, which has never been recognized by the English Govern-
ment and in which it stands as article 18, and is the peg on which hang the
endless modifications of the original terms of service, all tending to curtail the
advantages the immigrants should enjoy. .

““The Court of Directors thought it proper to remark that the _avovyed
object and direct tendency of every modification in the system of _immigration
as suggested by the colonists was with the view of reducing the price of labour
and to curtail the advantages of the immigrants.”—(Mauritius report, para-
graph 320. i

I the) opportunities for return to India are withheld ““la duree” of
their residence, and consequently of their obligation to engagements 18
indefinitely prolonged, and as they are constantly obliged to be under engage-
ments for terms of years, they are at mno time free to claim their right to a
return passage. Mr. Consul Perry remarks:—‘‘ Every Indian without an
engagement or who absents himself (even for a day) without leave 18 looked
upon as a vagabond, and is liable to arrest and punishment in the Macadam,
.1 am satisfied if the term of engagement under the control of the
immigration laws were limited to five yearsafter introduction into the island, as
the immigrant has the right to imagine it will be, the train of injustices
attendant on attempts to enforce further and continued terms of servitude
would disappear. On the other hand, if the present system of successive engage-
ments be allowed to continue, no improvement in the treatment of the immi-
grants can be expected.

The correspondence in 1889 between Governor Manés and Mr. Consul
Bell throws some side light on this question, and the Governor freely
acknowledges that the normal conditiom of an immigrant is to be under
indentured engagement throughout his residence in the is%and, without which he
18 1o a state of vagabondage and subject to from 3 to 6 months’ imprisonment.
If re-engagements are permitted either before or after the termination of
indenture, they will, for the reasons I have stated in my previous report of {he
14th June last, be much to the disadvantage of the immigrant, who will pav’t’a

ressure brought to bear on him in one form or another which no * protective
mmlg:atxon Service which these colonies are likely to provide will be able to
prevent. .
I see that all the avils of re-engagement were in full force at the time

of Sir F. Goldsmid’s visit, vide page 64 of Mr, Lyall’s report, in which he quotes

some of the ways by which re-engagements are obtaincd—
Three successive engagements enforced by condemnation to
de discipline.
An immigrant begging for rapatriement is induced to re-engage. d
Re-engagement 14 months before the expiry of indenture actually s1gne
at the Immigration Office,

Mr. Consul Perry at page 174 of Sir F. Goldsmid’s report further ex-
plains the real manner in which re-engagements are effected ; and speaklr_)lg
more particularly of anticipatory re-engagements, adds * that of the many er -
of Indian immigration, that is Eerhaps the greatest,” but these are only & ehw
of the innumerable ways in which the cooly is deprived of all volition in the
mutter. .

5. If there is any intention of resuming emigratio
am convinced, and I feel it cannot be stated too strongly,

the atelier

n to these colopies, 1
that it would in the
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-glklterests of the immigrants be far preferable to insist on their remaining ten

years instead of five years in the colony so long as re-indentures were prohibited,
and it could be ensured, asin English colonies, that the second pertod of five
years’ residence need not be industrial residence on estates, and the immigrants
were allowed to choose during this time their own line of life, and to seek work
where they wished it free from the control of the immigration laws and the
attentions of éngagistes, sgndics, gendarmerie, agents de vagabondage, and all
the oppressive tyranny by which immigrants are prevented from bettering
themselves.

If they are really free at the end of five years, and are able, as provided for
in paragraph 7, article I, of Sir E. Buck’s letter, to employ themselves in any
lawful pursuit or trade they may prefer, and are given facilities equal to those
of other sections of the community for acquiring and cultivating land, planters
will soon find immigrants will of themselves, and without any inducement of
prime of re-engagement, come to work by task and in suitable employments by
the day on the estate when they are not occupied on their own lands. If they
are treated well by the colony, they will lose all desire to return to India, and by
the end of ten years will have found many reasons for not leaving the colony,
which will benefit greatly by the smaller cost incurred in sending them back to
India, and by a growing population of youngsters who will be sent to work by
their parents.

The right of immigrants to their freedom at the end of their indenture is
not unknown to their employers.

‘“ On ne peut nier en effet que les immigrants indiens qui ont ét¢ introduits
par Padministration dans la colonie n’ajent été par le fait admis & y resider. Ils
jouissent donc de tous les droits civils. Une fois libres de leur premier engage-
ment ils sont completement dans le droit commun.”

“I1 faut tendre par la justice et generosité de nos procédés & 'egard
de .ces immigrants & faire rapatriement l'exception. Un des principaux
reproches & adresser & une immigration n’ est il pas celui de ne fournir que des
travailleurs ds passage et non de futurs habitants du pays ol ils se seront
affranchirs du régime du travail discipliné. Nous n’encourrons pas ce reproche et
ne negligerons aucun des moyens propres & ne laisser echapper que le moins
posrible de cet elément de population.”—(Speeck of Governor Le Boucher to
the Conseil Général, Guadeloupe, 29th November 1887.)

The justice and generosity here recommended will not be exercised so
long as immigrants can be forced into engagements which effectually prevent
their leaving the colony.

6. While advocating extended residence under ameliorated conditions,
if it be finally decided that the improvements promised admit of the resump-
tion of emigration to Réunion or other colonies, I would respectfully submit
that in my opinion no such difference exists in the condition of immigrants as
would admit of a separate line of treatment in favour of Réunion, and I confi-
dently believe that Martinique and Guadeloupe will be able to show that
their treatment of immigrants is at least as good, if not better than that of
Réunion. There can, I think, be no doubt as to the better position occupied by
the Indian immigrants in Martinique which, as I have shown in my report of
the 14th June, is owing to their freedom from re-engagements and the harassing
persecutions connected with them.

Regarding the reforms which have been suggested by authorities in
Réunion, I desire to observe—

(1) It should be well understood, if not actually stated, that the “inspec-
tion of the estate’ should mean enquiry into the condition and
treatment of immigrants, including an inspection of the estate
books in which the work and pay of the immigrant is shown.

§2) My opinion on re-engagements has already been stated.

3) It would perhaps be necessary to add ‘“and cannot be diverted to.
other purposes” as has been done.

(4) I would preface this by the words * that task work in preference to
day work should be given in all cases permitting of measurement,
and that this should be done by mutual arrangement between the
ixélpllc;yer, as provided for by article 10 of the Convention of

61.
(7) I would alter this so far as it affects re-engagements.
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(8) Looking to the imperfect (if the expression be strong enough) arrange-"

ments on French emigrant ships, I think the proviso for space

only not sufficient. :
(9, 10, 11, 12) The colonial depdt as well as all other depdts are

entirely unnecessary, and only exist as par of the system by
which a man and lis family who bave resisted all inducement to
remain on the estate, oF have become useless for work as a
anishment or in the hope of making him re-engage or to suit the
pocket and convenience of the employer, 18 turned off the

estate.

The depdt is a prison in which long before there 1s any chance of

a return ship arriving, jmmigrants are herded together, and in
which no respectable man returning to India with young daugh-
ters would enter if he had the choice ; in fact they often spend

the whole of their means i avoiding 1t. Tho proper places for

criminals, the sick, the aged and infirm are the prisom, the

colonial hospital, and the poor-house.

If immigrants remain ten years in the colony, the latter half of which

is passed in occupations chosen by themselves, they will be
possessed of homes and property of their own, and when the
arrival of the ship is notified, they will proceed to the Tmmigra-
tion Office a day or two before the time of embarkation, an

obtain their papers. All that is necessary for their accommoda-
tion, either on arriv hed or two near the

al or departure, 18 & large 8

Immigration Office, such as are provided at railway stations n

this country for native passengers, in which they will provide
their own food and sleep in groups or families as they wish.

As regards Paragraph 12, 1 would point out that if the grnval 9f

the ship be not i imwmi
at work or in their homes until she is about to sail, and I would
dic keep a list of all the jmmigrants who

suggest that each syn 1
y : i registered their names

since the departure of the last ship have t
f which should be furnished to the

to return to India, & copYy © >
English Consul. The probable dates of the arrival and departure
of the ship should be potified a month or two 11 advance, S0
that the immigrants may have time to dispose of their property
to the best advantage and obtain remission of their money to
India, and be ready bofore the sailing of the ship to proceed to
: the port with the fow effects they carry with them.
7. As regards the humilialion

er. 1 do not consider
an English Protector neccssary or €

d'un controle étranger, )

ven desirable, and the duties can be best
combined with, and form one of the principal duties of, the, qu}xsh Consul. A
separate protector whose duties would largely cogmst in criticising gmd .report-
ing the shortcomings of éngagistes would almost infallibly excite animosity and
constant complaint to tho Consul ; whereas if the Consul combines the duties
and pay of the two appointments, the best 1)0§s1blo man can bo chosen for the
purpose, and as the representativc 0 d as long as he
refrains from executive control, 1o would command & degree of respect an
desire for conciliation which sh’ould help very far In maintalning his position.
Unless he is freely invited by the planters to visit their estates and acquamt
himself with the condition of the jmmigrants, do not expect that even if
the strongest promises are givem, tho Government of Indis, knowing what
it does of Réunion, will be gatisfied 10 gending imml_gra:nts. there. My
impression, derived from my own oxperienco is that if the jnvitation 18 allowe
to como through the French Government and the planters, they will cagerly

avail themselves of the opportunity of giving it.
I have the honour to be,
SIB,
Your most obedient servant,

D. W. D. COMINS, Surgeon-Major-

R. D'R.—Reg No. 3478J—139- 18-10-92.
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. 29. Your 8499 Decerber Re-
Yion. -This Govt. agrees generally
 to proposals thoughf it considers
"that modification might be mude
in some details. Letter follows.

.
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Rev. ond Agri. Department.

SIR,
In continuation of nmy telegram No.
29 of the 19th instant - narginally _g};dt.lgd'

I an dlrec‘ced to subnit the f‘ollowing xe—

._.\r

r.arks on points in the schene for the z‘e_,;

sumption of Buigration to Reunion which

-

apnear to this Govt. to reyuire modifica-]

Mﬂi
papers have been before thic, Govt., hd'-} ﬂg},ﬂ

preciuded the possibility of a thor‘oughw
)

exariination being nide of the many deta}.lﬁ

dealit with in Mr, Muir Mackenzie's repor

o
. In clause (X) of your letter under

reply the words “with its own consent ™

seer very obscure. Even if over 15 years

of age o minor should not engage except

with the consent of his parentsg
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