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HIS EXCELLENGCY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
THE EARL oF ELGIN AND KINCARDINE, P.C., LD, &c.,

VICEROY AND GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA IN COUNCIL,

SIMLA.

The humble Petition of the
Members of the Jain Community
tn Public Mecting assembled.

REespEcTPULLY SHEWETH :—

That a Committee, consisting of medical and military officers and laymen,

have issued anappeal to Englishmen; who are temporary residentsin India, the
people of this country and to the princes and people of the Native States of India,
for funds necessary to establish a Pasteur Institute where persons who are in
actual danger of hydrophobia may be saved by the virus inoculations after Pasteur’s
method where the means of prevention of dire Indian diseases, such as cholera,
feverand leprosy, may be sought out, and where instruction may be afforded
to selected native students in bacteriological study and practice, and that the
Committec have further determined to record by inscription upon the building
itself the names of thosc who contribute most generously to the funds of the
proposed Institute, It has been also announced that this scheme has received
special encouragement at the hands of the Punjab Government and met with
the approval of the Government of India.

2. The question of estaiblishingz‘l Pasteur Institute, though in itself it
demands very scrious considcration at' the hands of all thoughtful persons, is
inseparably cpnnected with what is a &mst painful subject to the majority of
the people of India, wiz., the question bf Viviseetion. This question, which is
being hotly debated even in Great Britgin and other countries with a view to the

- total prohibition of vivisectional experixtents, is so inextricably mixed up with -

the most highly cherished ethical and religious ideals ofthe Jain and the
Hindu communities that the petititners feel it their bounden duty to
place before Government eertain ‘gonsiderations why Her Majesty’s
Government should not dircetly or| indirectly lend countenance to a
movement which, however humanitariaq" it may appear to superficial observers,

is destined, when its character and working arc more fully undorstood than now
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by the generality of the peoplein India, to introduce an element of serious
complication in the administration of the country. From these ohservations it
is abundantly clear that the question involved in the present movement is not
purely scientific buthas an important moral, religious and pohtlcal bearing
which the petitioners now proceed to explain. e

3. With regard to the proposed establishment of a Pasteur Institute your
Lordship’s humble petitioners do not desire to enter into any lengthy discussion
of the scientific aspects of Pasteur'sm. However great may be the services of
M., Pasteur to the cause of science, the interests of truth and humanity are higher
than other considerations and the petitioners have reasons to believe that the
merits and demerits of his anti-rabic inoculations have not been placed before
the people with equal candour and impartiality except in this presidency.
Assuming that his hydrophobic cure is successful to the extent described
by its advocates, it is an acknowledged fact that the number of deaths from
genuine hydrophobia in India is infinitely smaller than the number of deaths
from other preventible causes. From the latest Statistical Abstract for British
India,it appears that out of 2,07,152 persons killed between 1881-1889 by elephants,
tigers, leopards, bears, wolves, hyenas, snakes and other wild beasts, about 50
persons were killed by mad dogs. But even this statement does not show how
many died from hydrophobic symptoms and how many from the severity and
deadly character of the wounds themselves. Even if all these were cases of
hydrophobia they do not establish the existence of any over-masteriug necessity
for the foundation of a Pasteur Institute. No doubt during this period of nine
years about 700 persons were killed by wild dogs and about 2,000 by wolves, But
the best way to lessen the number of these and other casnaltics is to equip
villagers with the means of defending themselves against wild beasts by relaxing
the undue rigidity of the Arms Act. Dunmr the same period about 6,00,000 cattle
were killed by wild beasts and this meth?d will, therefore, befound to be vastly
more useful to poor villagers than any Institute worked at the foot of the

Himalayas. g
+

4. Your Lordship’s petitioners hav* shown above that oven if the Pasteut‘
cure were as efficacious as it is alleged to b, it is the first duty of Government and

the public to provide for the safety of thousands of men and cattle that are an- -

nually killed by wild beasts before trying to save a small number of persons by in-
flicting terrible sufferings on thoroughly innocent dogs and rabbits for the purpose
of obtaining the required virus for inocalations, As a matter of fact, however,
there is among eminent scientific men of, great Britain and KEurope a marked
divergence of views regarding the efficacy and rationale of Pasteur's cure.
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" No doubt, attempts are now and then made to prove its success by means of
- statistics, DBut these are vitiated to a very large extent by unavoidable sources

of orror. In the first place there is no perfect agreement among scientific men
regarding the essential symptoms of the disease, cases having occurred in which
spasms and convulsions have been mistaken for signs of hydrophobia ; secondly,
the percentage of deaths in cases without any treatment is uncertain.
Thirdly, there is no sure test by which to determine whether animals after death
were or were not rabid. Dr. Charles Bell Taylor, M.D., F.R.C. 8. E., Fellow

- of the Medical Society of London, and late President of the Parisian Medical

Saciety, in an address delivered at the Nottingham Medical Chirugical Society,
observed that “the most profound veterinarian cannot say with certaioty whether
a dog is mad or not.” It was this very element of incertitude that led to the
discontinuance of the project for establishing a Pasteur Institute in New York
Fourthly, the influence of imagination is a potent but an undeterminable factor
in the progress of the disease. These are some of the principal considerations
for receiving Pasteur’s statistics with extreme caution. That his intensive
methqd is dangerous, and has proved fatal, has been virtually admitted by the
British Commission. Professor Michel Peter, one of the first physicians in Europe,
and who has been in charge of one of the largest hospitals in Paris, Dr, Lutaud,

the Chief Editor of the Journal De Medecine, the late Dr. Constantine James,

‘Professor Jules Guerin, Mr, Bouillier, Dr. Colin of Alfort and numerous other

countrymen of Pasteur, &ntertam the same view, Professors Von Freisch and
Bilroth of Vienna, Professors Rhenzi and Amoroso of Naples, Professor Abreu

of Lisbon, Professors Spitzka, and Dulles and Hermann C. Biggs of New York,

Dr. Dowdeswell and Dr. Clarke of Lbndon and Professeur Augusto Michelacei
of Florence have condemned Pasteur'y process in most emphatic terms, “first,

“because of the inefficacy of the injections when sterilized, and second, because

when stronger than water, theyare aﬁt to prove fatal.” Asregards its rationale
the Lancet has proclaimed it as irrational in principle, and many scientists regard
it as opposed to the accepted principles of scientific treatment of disease.

5. It was considerations like the above sat forth that led tho Italian Gov-
ernment to suppress two arti-rabic inst‘tutions established at Turin. The Florentine
authorities as well as the Belgian Goyernment have al -0 for similar reasons 'pro-
hibited the establishment of a Pasteur‘.[nstitute in Florence and Bruss:ls respec-

tively, - As already pointed out, New|York feschauge) abandoned the project of

' a Pasteur Institute, Enzland, tho richest and most enterprising country in the

world has not yet thought fit > emulae the example of France. The committee

of the proposed Pasteur Institute i¥ India announced in their appeal that an
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resign their bodies and souls uncomplainingly but without making them%elvé;
parties to the unpardonable crime of viviscetion. As observed by Jchn Ruskin,
“ For one secret discovered by the torture of a thousand animals, a thousand
means of health, peace and happiness werc lost, " by the general devradatmn of
moral and intellectual idcals of professors and their students and the commumty (.
at large. Vivis:ctional experiments mean certain vivisection of the viviscctor’s
soul, a slaying of the moral conscience, a perversion of natural laws, recognition
of the debasing human tyraany over absolutely innocent and helpless animals,
the demoralization of men to whom the lives of poor men, women and children

are daily entrusted, and the general detenomhon of national character.

11. Even in a country like Eno]and A ‘here the legislature has mtervened
to regulate the practice of viviscction, and where anti-vivisectionists are powerfu]
enough to make their voice heard, anin. 'ﬂq do not enjoy sufficient immunity
against painful experiments,  Dr. Klein lihs admitted that many of the v1v1sec-
tional experiments are necesmulez of o pamful character. That cxpcuments on
donrs, mbblts, cows, horses and monkefs in the Pastewr’s Inmstitute are in-
_is acknowledged by Dr. Reid who

personally observed them, and by the Swiss expert, Dr. Borel, who says that the

strumeutal in causing incaleulable sufferilg

suﬁ'crm'rs of the animals after the experiijents are so acute that thoy arc almost

iercfore, suppliantly implore that the

stupeficd.  Your Lordship’s petitioners,
Government of Her Majesty, who ropresents in her august person some of the
highest and tonderest attributes of her nolfle sex, will not transPhnt these horrors
to this land, so renowned from ancicnt tipies for the ploverbml oontleness of its
inhabitants and their exemplary humanityjtowards the unoffendiny creatures of
God. In England members of the Royjl Family and represcntatives of Her
Ma]esty s Government have gencrally abfained and=wisely from taking sides in

questmns of scientific controversy affectinfr the feclings and sensibilitics of even

a section of the people, and only recentl
Wales Jdisclaiined all connection with the

of a Pastcur Institutc under the auspice

and Viceroys in India, where there is np legislative enactment to restrain the

ingenuity and curiosity of the viviscetor,

regret, and may lead to no inconsiderabp

His Royal Hltrhness the lece of
helsea Institute,

of Governors, Licutcnant-Governors

'

s, therefore, a matter for surprise and

bring into marked opposition the ethical ¢
ruled, widen the unhappy gulf already subs
of social and religious opposition and hat

.avoid in the very interosts of science anc

p moral and political mischiefy It will
d religious ideas of the rulers and the
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peaceful government. In conclusion,

your humble petitioners respectfully pry that Government will be pleased, on

the considerations above set forth, not tdsanction the establishment ofa P.xstcur

Thc esfabhshment j“
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Institute, prohibit the practice of rivisection in this country, and adopt
the practical _ measures " which have jeen found successful in Germany for
the suppression of hydr0phobra, anc further by a generous recognition of

svenous medical talent, by the irprovement of sanitation in its widest

sense, by encouraging the foundatior of well-equipped hospitals, by a liberal
treatment of the existing institutionswith a generous supply to them of food,
medicine and other sick requisites, an by diffusing the knowledge of the laws
- of hygiene, prevent human suffering ad advance the cause of science in India
without violating the immutable prciples of justice and humanity towards
God’s sentient creatures and withoutgiving a terrible shock to the moral and

religious susceptibilities of a people ©ose sublime u_ieal in this respect is des-
tined to be the exemplar to the rest opankmd
And for this act of mercy your .ordsth s petitioners shall, as in duty

‘bound, ever pray. : l
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