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FiLe No. 91.
* Ser1iat No. 1,

No. 129 (Public— Emigration), dated India Office, London, the 9th November 1893,

Prom—TaE Rienr Hon’BLE THE Esrt or KimeerLey, K.G., Her Majesty s Secy.

of State for India,
To—The Government of India.

I rorwARD herewith for your information copy of a letter from the Foreign Office, inclosing
21st October 1893, and enclosure. a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Paramaribo on
8th November 1893. _ the subject of the proportion of male to female immigrants

into Surinam ; and of my reply to the Foreign Office.

2. 1 request Your Excellency to take this matter into consideration«n counection with
other points relating to emigration to Surinar raised by Dr.Comius’ Note. Reference is
made to this subject in Mr. Consul Wyndham's remarks on the Note which was forwarded
to you with my despatch No. 99 of the 21st August last.

Dated Foreign Office, London, the 21st October 1893,

From—S1r T. V. Listes, Under-Secretary of State, Foreign Oﬁce,
To—The Under-Secretary of State, India Office. .

1 au directed by the Secrétary of State for Foreign Affairs to transmit to you to be laid

) . before the Earl of Kimberley, for such observations as His

203"5'“1 §g!ith-Delaconr, No. 35, Lordship may wish to offer, the accompanying despatch from
22ud Septeriber. Her Majesty’s Consul in Surinam respecting the disproportion

“between the numbers of male and female Indian immigrants in that Colony.

No. 85, dated Paramaribo, the 22nd September 1893,
From =E. W. Suitu-Devacour, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Consud, Surinam,
To—The Secretary of State for Foreign Affarrs.

ArTicLE XVI of the Convention of 8th September 1870, between Great Britain and the
Netherlands, concerning labourers from India to Surinam, stipulates that :—

¢ Each shipment of emigrants shall include a proportion of women equal to at least one-
half of the number of men. Should the proportion fixed for the British Colonies be hereafter
raised above one-half, the reame rate shall apply to the Netherlands Colony.”

- The proportion of one-half has since'been decreased to 40 women to every 100 men.  *

Whether this article was intended to regulate the proportion of women to men to be
maintained during tlie voyage from India to Surinam, or the proportion to be maintained
during the term of indenture in the Colony, is not distinctly determined in the Copvention.

The latter supposition would seem the more natural one, especially when it is considered
that the words *“ for ¢he Bitisk Colonies” are used.

Had the clause been intended to regulate the proportion of women to men duting a
voyage, the words * for the voyage* would bave seemed more appropriate thap « for the British
Colonies”

1 have the honour to report, however, that the proportion of 40 women to every 100 men
is not maintained in this Colony ; there having been only 32 women to every, 100 men on J1st
December 1492, and there being only the same proportion at the present time.

The effects of this large discrepancy are most apparent. The amount of murders, assaults,
and di<turbances arising out of or caused by the abuse of family relations is 8o predominant in
the list of offences, that it would not Le overestimating to state that every third case
reportcd to the Immigration Department and to this office dealt with this subject.

1 consequently have the honour to submit to Your Lordship that the amended stipulations
of Article XVI above referred to, are not maintained by the authorities of this Colony, anil
that the comsequences of such violation tend in every way against the interests of British
Indian immigrants indentured for service in this Colony.
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No. 129 (Public—Emigration), dated India;Olﬁce, London, the 9th November 1893,

From—Tue Riear Hox’BLE Tdae EarL or KiuBERLEY, K.G,, Her Ma}'eaty’s Secy,

of State for India,
To—The Government of India.

I rorwARD herewith for your information copy of aletter from the Foreign Office, inclosing
218t October 1893, and enclosure, @ despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Paramaribo on
8th November 1893. _ the subject of the proportion of male to female immigrants

into Surinam ; and of my reply to the Foreign Office.

2. I request Your Excellency to take this matter into considerationdn connection with
other points relating to emigration to Surinam raised by Dr. Comins’ Note. Reference is
made to this subject in Mr. Consul Wyndhan’s remarks on the Note which was forwarded
to you with my despatch No. 99 of the 21st August last.

Dated Foreign Office, London, the 21st October 1893,

From—Sir T. V. Lister, Under-Secretary of State, Foreign O_ﬂice,
To—1he Under-Secretary of State, India Office.

1 ax directed by the Secrétary of State for Foreign Affairs to transmit to you to be laid

' . before the Earl of Kimberley, for such observations as His

Consul  Smith-Delacour, No. 85, Lordship may wish to offer, the accompanying despatch from
22nd Septerbber. Her Majesty’s Consul in Surinam respecting the disproportion

.

"between the numbers of male and female Indian immigrants in that Colony.

No. 85, dated Paramaribo, the 220d September 1893.
From —E. W. Surta-Dsracovr, Esq., Her Brilannic Majesty’s Consul, Surinam,
To—The Seccretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

Arrionk XVI of the Convention of 8th September 1870, between Great Britain and the
Netherlands, concerning labourers from India to Surinam, stipulates that ;—

¢ Each shipment of emigrants shall include a proportion of women equal to at least one-
balf of the number of men. Should the proportion fixed for the British Colonies be hereafter
raised above one-half, the rame rate shall apply to the Netherlands Colony.”

- The proportion of one-half has since been decreased to 40 women to every 100 men. .

Whether this article was intended to regulate the proportion of women to men to be
‘maintained during tlie voyage from India to Surinam, or the proportion to be maintained
during the term of indenture in the Colony, is not distinctly determined in the Copvention.

The latter supposition would seem the more natural one, especially when it is considered
that the words “ for the Bitisk Colonies’’ are used.

Had the clause been intended to regulate the proportion of women to men duting a
voyage, the words for the voyage ” would have seemed more appropriate than “ for the British
Cvlonses”

1 have the honsur to report, however, that the proportion of 40 women to every 100 men
is not maintained in this Colony ; there having been only 32 women to every., 100 men on 3]st
December 1592, and there being only the same proportion at the present time.

The effects of this large discrepancy are most apparent. The amount of murders, assaults,
and disturbances arising out of or caused by the abuse of family relations is 8o predominant in
the list of offences, that it would not be overestimating to state that every third case
reportcd to the Immigration Department and to this office dealt with this subject.

1 consequently have the honour to submit to Your Lordship that the amended stipulations
of Article XVI above referred to, are not maintained by the authorities of this Colony, anl
that the consequences of such violation tend in every way against the interests of British
Indian immigrants indentured for service in this Colony.
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No. J. & P, 2078, dated India} Office, the 8th November 1893.

- { .
From—81r J, A, GopLryy, Under-Seeretary of State, India Office,
To—Thke Under-Secretary of State, Foreign Office.

I ayM directed by the Barl ef Kimberley 'to acknowledge the receipt of Sir T. V. Lister’
letter of the 21st October last, enclosing a despatch from Her Majesty’s C  Paramaribo
on the subject of the proportion of female to' male immigran%s in the Colony of Surinam

- In reply I am to request you to informi the Ear] of Rosebery that Mr. Smith-Del ,
despatch will be forwarded for the consideration of the Government of India.

I am at the same time to point out that when this question was raiged in 1885-886, it
appeared that there were serious difficulties in the way of recruiting even the reducedk numi)er
of women, 40 per cent., which had been required by the rules issued in India under Act XXI
of 1883 : and the Government of Tndia were at that time desirous of obtainine a modificati
of the 16th aiticle of the Treaty of 1876, The matter was, however, d?opped bec‘alll(;z

it was considered jnconvenient for various reasons to propose to the Dutch Government a modi-
fication of the isolated clause of the Tieaty.

onsul at Paramaribo

acour’g

L)
Governwent of India Central Prin'ipg Ofos, «No, 758 B, & Ay ~5-1-94,~100.
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No. 129 (Public— Emigration), dated India Office, London, the 9th November 1893,

Prom—Tur Ricar HowBLe Tae Eart or KiMBErLEY, K.G., Her Majesty’s Secy.
of State for Inda’a’

To—Tke Government of India.

1 rorwARD herewith for your information copy of a letter from the Foreign Office, inclosing
218t Ootober 1603, and enclosure, @ despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul' at Paramaribo on
8th November 1893. the subject of the proportion of male to female immigrants

into Surinam ; and of my reply to the Foreign Office. ’

2. T request Your Excellency to take this matter into consideration in counection with
other points relating to emigration to Surinam raised by Dr. Comins’ Note. Reference is
made to this subject in Mr. Consul Wyndham’s remarks on the Note which was forwarded
to you with my despatch No. 99 of the 21st August last.

Dated Foreign Office, London, the 21st October 1893,

From—Ste T. V. Listes, Under-Secretary o' State, Foretgn Office,
To—The Under-Secretary of State, India Office.

1 ax directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to transmit to you to be laid

before the Earl of Kimberley, for such observations as His

Consul Smith-Delacour, No. 35, Lordship may wish to offer, the accompanying despatch from

22ud September. Her Majesty’s Consul in Surinam respecting the disproportion
between the numbers of male and female Indian immigrants in that Colony.

No. 85, dated Paramaribo, the 22nd September 1893.
From =E. W. Surra-Deracous, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, Surinam,
To—The Secretary of State for Foreign Afjairs.

Artione XVI of the Convention of 8th September 1870, between Great Britain and the
Nethérlands, concerning labourers from India to Surinam, stipxﬂates that :—

¢ Each shipment of emigrants shall include a proportion of women equal to at least one-
balf of the number of men. Should the proportion fixed for the British Colonies be hereafter
raised above one-half, the same rate shall apply to the Netherlands Colony.” .

The proportion of one-half has since been decreased to 40 women to every 100 men,

Whether this article was intended to regulate the proportion of women to men to be
maintained during the voyage from Iadia- to Surinam, or the proportion to be maintained
during the term of indenture in the Colony, is not distinctly determined in the Convention.

The latter supposition would seem the more natural one, especially when it is considered
that the words ¢ for the Bitish Colonies” are used. ’

Had the clause been intended to regulate the proportion of women to men during a

voyage, the words “ for ¢the voyage ” would have seemed more appropriate than « for the British

Colonies.” )
1 have the honour to report, however, that the proportion of 40 women to every 100 men

is not maintained in this Colony ; there having been only 32 women to every 100 men on 31st
December 1892, and there being only the same proportion at the present time. ,

The effects of this large dicrepancy are most apparent. The amount of murders, assaults,
and disturbances srising out of or caused by the abuse of family relations is so predominant in
the list of offences, that it would not be overestimating to state that every third case
reported to the Immigration Department and to this office dealt with this subject. o

1 consequently have the honour to submit to Your Lordship that the amended stipulations
of Artiole XVI above referred to, are not maintained by the authorities of this Colony,.a.nd
that the consequences of such violation tend in every way against the iuterests of British

"Indian immigrants indentuared for service in this Colony.

-
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No. J. & P. 2078, dated India Office, the 8th November 1893.

From—Sir J. A, Gobprey, Under-Secretary of State, India Office,
To—The Under-Secretary of State, Foreign Office.

I aum directed by the Earl of Kimberley to acknowledge the receipt of Sir T, V, Lister’s
letter of the 21s% October last, enclosin.r a despateh from Her Majesty’s Consul at P:;amaribo
on the subject of the proportion of female to male immigrants i.n the Colovy of Surinam,

. In reply I am to request you to inform the Earl of Rosebery that Mr. Smith-Delacour’s
despatch will be forwarded for the consideration of the Government 0 '

£ India.

1 am at the same time to poiat out that when this question was raised in 1885-886, it
appeared that there were serious difficulties in the way of’ recruiting even the reduced number
of women, 40 per cent., which had been required by the rules issued in India under Act XXI
of 1883 : and the Government of India were at that time desirous of obtaining a modification

of the 16th article of the Preaty of 1870. The mutter was, however, dropped because
it was considered inconvenient for various reasons to propose to the Dutch Government a modi-
fication of the isolated clause of the Treaty.

, Government of India Central Peiuting OBe, =No. 738 R. & ¢ =5-1-94,~ 100,
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No. 129 (Public— Emigration), dated India Office, London, the 9th November 1893,
| Prom—Tug Ricar Hon’BLE Tae EARL oF KIMBERLEY, K.G., Her Majesty’s Secy.

: of Stats for India’
To-—-—Th Government of India.

. . . - of a letter from the Foreign Office, inclosing
» herewith for your information copy o - N C o .
I romwaz Josur a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Paxajmar}bo, on
2sb ogfﬁfz:igﬁﬁ;nfs%%? e the subject of the proportion of male to female immigrants
. . . £ my reply to the Foreign Office. ' . . . .
o Zm;n?:;easid;ouryExSel%ency to take this matter into consideration in connection with

. . ) .
" other points relating to emigration to Surinam raised by Dr. Comins’ Note. Reference is

de to this subject in Mr. Consul Wyndham's remarks on the Note which was forwarded
ma My,
to you with my despatch No, 99 of the Zlst August last.

.

Dated Foreign Office, London, the 21st October 1893.
B

From—Sir T. V. LisiEe, Under-Secretary qfﬁtate, Foreign Office,
To—The Under-Secretary of State, India Offices e ¢ o v to be Lid
el nsmit 1o yo
1 ax divectcd by the Seeretall)‘yf: fes‘f: eé:ingEelKg?mliﬁ;? fo(l)' ;:ch obseertions as His
Consul  Smith-Delacour, N(;. 35, LeOI‘L‘IShip may \Vigh to ?ﬁer; t.he accompar?yinghdzs'pat.ch frf)m»
22nd September. " Her Majest.y’s (7ons1'11 n Su}'ma,m resp«ictlng the disproportion
between the numbers of male and female Indian immigrants in that Colony.

No, 85, dated Paramaribo, the 22nd September 1893. .
From =E. W. Surru-DxrLacour, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, Surinam,

To—The Secretary of State for Foreign Affarrs. :

Artione XVI of the Convention of 8th September 1870, ?etwe?n tGreat ‘Britain aud the
i i 1 tes that :—
Nl g s e Tl 5050 S
i ierants shail melu N .
half ;‘Elf;:hn:l;i::‘elgz ;fe:m%‘[:nu]sd the proportion fixed for the Brénlsh C(,)’lomes be hereafter
a ' .
raised above one-half, the same rate shall ;pplydt‘;l};:e‘;\; ‘;‘:’Z’;a’;g;e: ;nZvery 100 men.
i 1 een de
'\1)‘\17}; plrlopm:\‘i:?n :fti(z:]l:-t::i til:::e:g:; to regulate the proportion of' women to men t? be
s ot gy . lsﬂ ¢ vovage from Iadia to Surinam, or the proportion to be mam'?:uned
mm.ntamed- urmgf "d ty ° in the Colony, is not distinctly determ.med in tbe.C?nveut}on.
durm'l%'hthtle tfrm (:,plpl:,;:iol;rewould seem the miore natural one, especially when it is considered
e latter s :

‘ ; Colonies” are used. ) )
that the wolrds ;f o:et,:e::fﬁtengezlmto regulate the proportion of _women 's‘o men dum.lg. :
Ha«:ht ]‘:o:d?t: for the voyage” would have seemed more appropriate than “ for the Britis
voyage, the w

Gelonies” jon of 40 women to every 100 men
that the proportion o wo &
he honsur to report, however, { ‘ en
i o: "t::i:at:inid(;nathis Colcf)ny : there baving been only 32 wzmen to e:.:}-y 100 men on
Dec i ion at the present time.
A ‘being only the same proportion a P .
Decemli)er ;‘9:, a;‘n:h:: ;::ol;e:il;:,crep:ncy are most apparent. The am?unt ?E murdc:i;s, a'.ss:::tisl;
'F . eb e oaﬁsino' m:t of or caused by the abuse of family relations 1s 80 pre :Irln;a oo
:l‘:d (i'l‘:u:)fa::fci?nces t’l:mt it would not be overestimating fo state t.,hat lf'v‘:;y i
18 - ’ : . . ect.
re eortcd to the Immigration Department and to this office deal't with t,l]ns su e.:l e stipulations
’ 1 consequent] h:.Ve the honour to submit to Your Lordship that the amE e e e
of Art(i!:]:sIgVI a{)ove referred to, are notemaintained by the aut}mont::s oi - ti; :Sts . g;itish
that the consequences of such violation tend- in every way against é
Indian immigrants indentared for service 1o this Colony.
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No. J. & P. 2078; dated India Office, the 8th November 189'3.
From—Siz J. A, GobLey, Under-Secretary

of State, India Office,
To—The Under-Secretary of State,

Foreign Office.

I ax directed by the Earl of Kimberle
letter of the 21s% October last, enclosins 5 q
on the subject of the

y to acknowledge the receipt of
espatch from Her M

ajesty’s Consul at aramaribo
n the Colony of Surinam,

» Which had been required by
of 1883 : and the Gover

! ent’of India were at that time desiro
of the 16th aiticle of th

us of obtaining a modification
e Treaty of 1870,
1t was considered inconveni

The matter was, however, dropped because

‘reasons to propose to the Dutch Government a modi- »
fication of the isolated clag

se of the Tmaty,

-

Governmens of India Central Peig’ ing Oos, ~No, 758 B, & Ay ~5-1-94,~100,

Sir T. V. Lister’s

.

v

No. 4 oF 1894.
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. ]
, RE{ZENUE AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT.

EMIGRATION.
.
To T " .
' G.
y L or KIMBERLEY, K.G,,
NVOURABLE mHE EAR '
im RIGHE HOROD Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.
F
‘ * C4rzcuTT4, the 10ih January 1394,
My Lorbp,

129 (Public—Emigration), dated
Wit refer(?ltll(;e t;il)lfs%):f;hﬁzzlslhziz gﬁvarded .for ounl') c.OnsiiI;i:r:;
the 9th Noveml?er l.ast, Xl WHer Majesty’s Consul in. Sqflnarzg, rltr;gin ?Ghat
tion a c:omlcn'umca,hor_1 1}‘:“: cen male and female Indian nnrnlc,:;'.raulof n that
notice the disproportion be ::; o e ihat in our opizion the pI‘OIforth;nlsrzo wle
Colon){, we haf; :};:sh;:;zirre d by Article XVI olf the ICdors?:;’u:: Zuppose ith
male immi . o wou ’
:.(l)le Netherlands Govex:}xlme::z ::b:t; fasv:il:n Sn, exidont in the 001;:)7;1120;:12
PrOPobrt:(’; t:::lliesct:yresi:e;]t but the proportion of women tomen ,
numbe )

of pmbarkat_ionlfx.-omdl.ndia‘;r Tespatch No. 1of 19th January 1886 the reason
2: We explained in o

t. of women in the shipments
ion of 40 per cen
which 1ed: us to accfept a p:;)lgo:;;oare 0t prepared at present fﬁo Cailiegpfl: :1;:
from Indlat t];) Suli:;%;;’ percentage even though the Conve.ntlon gi
Colony to take a )

X to have called for any
power to do so.. subiect does not a:ppear . ¢ ooy

3.kWe 3;) tl::c:};: ;1:: on exlnigration to Surinam by Dr. Comins, on

remarks in the rece

25th October 1893.

»

" t liberty to
i authorities, who are a

: tice of the Surinam t. that may be

the n%att(?l' fo 1.‘hec’rxt]i(z)rll of women not less.than 40 Perf::Your Lordship to

e Zn)’_ Pll.o(;le) In confirmation of this view we ED:Y ;‘: with a similar appli-

thought desirable, ust 1 31, which dea ° that
. 63, dated 25th August 1 2. ‘b i ointed out tha

our. Despatch ]J:TO g ; idad authorities anc. in which it W?sst}f-u tioms from the

" cation fromﬂtl. eg to prevent the Emigration Agents upon Insu

there is nothin ‘
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Colonial Governments which they represent from engaging as many women for
their shipments as they may be able to find. The correspondence appended to

- that despatch indicates the inconvenience which might arise from any alteration

. of the present rule. .

e We have the honour to be,

i My Lorbp,

‘ ' Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servants,
LANSDOWNE.

A. E. MILLER.
- H. BRACKENBURY
| C. B. PRITCHARD.

J. WESTLAND.
A. P. MACDONNELL.

20—21 :
Nos. —; .

Copy, tcgether Wlth copy of the despatch to which it refers, forwarded to

' | ' the Governments of Mad®as and Bengal for information.
* . . By orger,
. | E. D. MACLAGAN,
" ' ‘ Under-Secretary to the Government of India.
i ; . ’ . !
: *
" ] .
’ [ ]
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o ERIAL No. 1.
1894,

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. -

Reyenue and Agricultural D_;*partment. '

EMIGRATION.

No. 4, paTED CaLCUTTA, THE 10TH JANUARY 1894,

L

(coPT.) *°

)
. .

(Zetier to Hor Majesly's Secre?ary & Stafe,
_‘for India.) Statey

SusBJyecT.

ExpREssEs the views of the Government &f -

" India on the representation of the Consul in

Surinam respecting the disproportion between

male  and female Indign immigrants in that -

Colony. . ,

»

@.1.C. P. P._No, 757 Ry & A, D,5-1-04,~117=G, B»

. 4 *
- v

. - . [ ]
- -‘. ’
- ) ot e : . .. . . . \
. -, No.4o0r 1804
‘  GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. . .

REVENUE AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT. *

EMIGRATION,

-

TO . ) . * L P

-

"« Tue RIGHT HONOURABLE THE EARL of KIMBERLEY, K.G.,
’ Her Majesty’s Secrelary of State for India. -

% ’ .

Carcurrd, the 10th January 1304,

- 4 , My Lorp, ‘ .

S
R

Wons reforence to Despatoh No. 129 (Public—Emigration), dated

the 9th November last, with which Your Lordship fofwarded for our congidera-
tion & commubication from Her Majesty’s Consul in Surinarfl, Yringing to
notice the disproportion between male and femalé Indian immigrants in that

" Colony, we have the honour to gtate that in our opinion the proportion of female

« to male immigrants required. by Article XVI 0{ the Conveﬁtion of 1870 with

the Netherlands Government is not, a8 the Consul would seem to suppose, the -

_ proportion borne by the pumber of women, resident in the Colony, to the

number of men so resident, but the proportion of women tomen at the time
of embarkation from India. '

»

L

2. We explained in our Despatch No. 1 of 19th January 1886 the reason |

which led us to accept a proportion of 40 per cent. of women in the shipments

" from India to Surinam, and we are not prepared at present to call upon the °

Colony to take a larger percentage even though the Convention gives us the

.

poter to do so. , : .
3. 'Wé notice that the subject does not appear to have called for any

remarks in the recent Note on emigration to Surinam by Dr. Comins, on which.
we have expressed our Views tn our Emigration Despatch Nb. 74, dated the -

95th October 1893.

- .

4. We consider that th;a best course would be for the Consul to bring"j : 2
“the matter {o the notice of thre Surinam authorities, who are at libertyto . :
* .. pecruit any proportion of - women pot less than 40 per cent. that may be

thought desirable, In confirmation of this view wé may refer Your Lordship to

. our Despatch No. 63, dated 25th August 1881, which dealt with a.similar appli-
" cation from the Trinidad authorities and in which it was pointed out that

" there.is nothing to prevent the Emigration Agents upon instructions from the
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" : . : . ' .
- Colonial Governments which they represent from engaging as many women for .

- » their shipments as they rfiay be able to find. The correspondence’ appended to

that despatch indicates the inconvenience which 1pight hrise from any alteration ¢
6f the present rule, - , .
' .

. . 3
-

. ' o We have the honour to be, *

-

My Lorbp,

, "Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servants,

' ' LANSDOANE. :
. A. E. MILLER.
T . H. BRACKENBURY.
: C. B. PRITOHARD, »
| - J. WESTLAND, -
. | | " A. P. MACDONNELL,
e e i - SN
. , ‘NOS.' ‘g—sll- : : : i‘ ’ S
Copy, tcg‘éther with copy of the despatch to which it fefers, forwarded to  ° ..
_the G‘pvernmeﬁ?s“,of.Madf'as and Bengal for information. |
T ' 4 "~ * " By-order, R
| « - E D MACLAGAN, . IR AR
* Under-Secretary to the Government of Indid, v
- . . * .
. ¢ ) '. ‘ '
. *. . . . . : . .
. { ". -
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- Colonial Governments which they represent from engaging as many ‘women for
their shipments as they may be able to find. The correspondence appended to
that despatch indicates the inconvenience which might arise from any alteration
of the present rule. ‘ '

‘We have the honour to be,
« MY Lorbp,

Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servants,

LANSDOWNE, .
A. E. MILLER.

H. BRACKENBURY.

C. B. PRITCHARD.

J. WESTLAND.
A. P. MACDONNELL.

20—21 "
Nos. —5—.

Copy, tcgether with copy of the despatch to which it refers, forwarded to
the Governmen's of Madras and Bengal for information.

Y -

: By order,

E. D. MACLAGAN,
Under- Secretary to the Government of India.
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(Zetter to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State
Jor India.)

SUBJECT.

ExprEssES the views of the Government of
India on the representation of the Consul in

Surinam respecting the disproportion between.
) male and female Indian immigrants in that
Colony. S

G‘- I_n C. ,P. P-_NO- 757 Bo & A. D.-5-1-94-117-—G- E

SEa

FiLe No. 91.
Spriar No. 1.

Neo. 129 (Public—-Emigration), dated India Office, London, the 9th November 1893,

Prom—Tax Ricar Hon’BLe TaE EARL OF Kuseriey, K.G., Her Majesty’s Secy.
of State for India,
To—The Government of India.
1 rorwAED herewith for your information ¢opy of a letter from the Foreign Office, inclosing
a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Paramaribo on
the .subject of the.proportion of male to female immigrants
into Surinan ; and of my reply to the Foreign Office. . . .. ] L
2. 1 request Your Excellency to take this matter into consideration in connection with
other points relating to emigration to Surinam raised by Dr. Comins’ Nf)te. Reference is -
made to $his subject in Mr. Consul Wyndham's remarks on the Note which was forwarded
to you with my despatch No. 99 of the 21st August last.

215t October 1893, and enclosure.
8th November 1893.

- ——

Dated Foreign Office, Tondon, the 21st October 1893,

From—Sir T. V. LisTER, Under-Secretary of State, . Foreign Office,
- To—The Under-Secretary of State, India Office.
1 au directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to transmit to you to belaid -
before the Earl of Kimberley, for such observations as His
Consul  Smith-Delacour, No. 35, Lordship may wish to offer, the accompanying despatch from
22nd Soptember. Her Majesty’s Consul in Surinam respecting the disproportion
between the numbers of male and female Indian immigrants :m that Colony.

- —

No. 85, dated Paramaribo, the 22nd September 1893.
From=F. W. Sy1ri-D LAcOUR, Esdo [ler Britaunic Majesty’s « sul, Surinam,

Po—The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

Arrione XVI of the Convention of ath September 1870, between Great Britain and the
Netherlands, concerning labourers from India to Surinam, S.tip\lla,tes that :—

« Each shipment of emigrants shall include a proportion of women equal to at least one-
half of the number of men. Should the pl’0p0rtion fixed for the British Colonies be hereafter
raised above one-half, the same rate shall apply to the Netherlands Colony.”

Tle proportion of one-half has since been decreased to 40 women to every 100 men.

Whether this article was intended to reculate the proportion of women to men to be
maintained during the voyage from India to Snrin.arr}, or the pm})ortit.m to be maini}uin}l

. during the term of indenture in the Colony, is not distinetly determ.med in the‘Cc'mvent}on.

The latter supposition would seem the more natural one, especially when 1t 1s considered
that the words ¢ for the Bitish Colonies” are used. . .

Had, the clause been intended to regulate the “proportion of.women to men dunr'lg‘ a
voyage, the words “ for the voyage” would have seemed mote appropnate than “ for the British
Colonies.” - : A

1 have the honour to report, however, that the proportion of 40 women to every 100 r:len
is not maintained in this Colony ; there having been only 32 women to every 100 men on 3lst
December 1892, and there being only the samne pmpor[inn at the present time.

The effoets of this large discrepancy are m yst apparent. The a.m(?unt f’f murders, a_ssault's,
and di-turbances arising out of or caused by tie abuse of family relations 18 80 predonr%mant in
the list of offences, that it would not le overestimating to state that e.very third case
reported to the Immigration Department ard to this oftice dealt with this subject. . .

1 consequently have the honour to submit to Your Lordship that the a.mendt‘ztl stipulations
of Article XVI above referred to, are no! maintained by the authorities of this Co]ony,'a‘nd
that the consequences of such violation tend iu every way against the inferests of British
Jndian immigrants indentared for gervice in this Colony.
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.1t was considered inconvenient for various reasons to pro

2

No. J. & P. 2078, dated India Office, the 8th November 1893.

From—S18 §. A. GopLy, Under-Secretary of State, India Office,
To—The Under-Secretary of State, Foreign Office.

" 1 ax directed by the Earl of Kimberley to acknowledge the receipt of Sir T. V. Lister’s

Jetter of the 21st October last, enclosiny a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Paramaribo
on the subjeet of the proportion of female to male immigrants in the Colony of Surinam.

In reply I am to request you to inform the Earl of Rosebery that Mr. Smith-Delacour’s
despatch will be forwarded for the consideration of the Government of India.

1 am at the same time to point out that when this question was raised in 1885-86, it
appeared that there were serious difficulties in the way of recruiting even the reduced number
of women, 40 per cent., which had been required by the rules issued in India under Act XXI
of 1883 : and the Government of India were 2~ that time desirous of obtaining a modification
of the 16th aiticle of the Treaty of 1870, The matter was, however, dropped because
pose to the Dutch Government a modi-

fication of the isolated clause of the Treaty.

Governmens of India Central Pcinting Ofos, ~No. 769 B. & Ao —5-1-94,-100,
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