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TESTIMONTALS
OF :
. Baghany @ harln,

g VT 2N ; e

COLLECTOR’S OFFICE.

|
|

- in the Chinglepu Collector’s Offjce during the year

¥

R i

wformed hig duties. He hag had a gooq education
-and ig yery quick. :

. (Signed) R, J. MELVILLE, o 8,
28tk October 1876.

.
MY prar RAGAVACHART,
* %

Your Sincere Frieng,
(Signed) R. w. BARLow,
L8t Novembey 1877.

S Oy

During the three years that I wag Assistant
ollector in the Chingleput District, the thep Col.

ctor, Mr, Barlow, frequent]y Placed at my dispogg]



2

' Chari when any case of

e an. (:1EinZt.'yRi?§Bii;2y or importance rendel};elzd
o me the assistance of a.thoroug‘ }:
e t(I)Ience I had ample opportumt.y of f))lITS
oo o as to Ragava Chari’s merits. He 1d
ng m.l oplnlo'zll(e‘r;lan of great intelligence,. zeal an
) natlj"e gelcll his manners are unexceptional. He
e lous partisan of athletic spczrts .and ha
'3 uISC? “ Zeado xercised a very beneﬁc.nal 'mﬁ.uenc;
on this hed 'di et High School, an institution o
over the Sm”‘zs and importance. All the gent}gmer;
considersbl bIllaghzwa Chari has served a.t Saidape
under whom highest opinion of his merits.
B e (Signed) E. E. SPENCER.

entertal

21st Maj‘ch 1878.

—r

; 283
.porT ror Fusni 1283.
1 REPORT

y ing velu Mudaliar and
« * MylHead Clerk Singara Mud

Rag 'av C ‘ari cting En lish Clerk in charge of
taghava hari, Acting g h k h

tion. * ¥
: n .
serve special me

o . W. BARLOW,
(b1gned) R Collector.

6.
JamapaxDl REPORT FOR Fuswt 128

m————

; Mudali
iter M. Singaravelu :
« * My Head W%scovenanted Assistant in

was appointed Acting ond V. Raghava Chari, Ma-

the Government Office,

SRR e ]

3

nager of the Trade Departiment in the Board’s office,

acted for him and worked hard and well during the
past trying year. *

1
2

(Signed) R. W, BARLOW,
) Collector,
i

S Oy

SERVICE REGISTER.
i

/1\ e V. Raghava Chari—English Head Glerk—Did
1 - excellent service during the Famine. I promoted
him to Acting Head W riter, in which post he gave
e entire satisfaction. I wrote specially regarding

this officer to Mr., Price, recommending him for pro-
motion in 1878.

(Signed) R. W. BARLOW.
8th April 1879. _

—— s

Sir,

L
|
|

I have forwarded your application to the Pri.
vate Secretary to His Grace the Governor and wish
it all success. I have had much Pleasure in doing

this and mentioning again your good services during
the Famine.

Yours very truly,

(Signed) R.W. BARLOW,
2nd November 1870,

—“——-
Dear Srx,

* * From the time

\ I first met lyou on
%‘ the cricket ground t Saidapet,

)

!

%‘

till the time you were
taken away from my Offico by Mr. H. E. Stokes,

7
4



53
4 lost the services of g very able Assistant, T thought
‘ very highly of him myself during the five months
. i the Board, I never
who offered yo:h pll,itrll:;zfzpli:ion of you, ’and what that Local Fung work passed through my hands
Bad other tha.n' eof oyou in the Board’s office fur- B Yours Sincerely,
A [ afterwards sd“;} t opinion. You rose by h¢jest : (Signed) (. F. MacCARTIE.
: ther conﬁl:medder ]ric ianhinglcput District frox\1 an II//M December 1885,
3 un . .
; ha.rfi v:orclerk to be English Ilead Clerk on Rs. ) 50. :
ordina .’Z great dcal of youand you always beha\v\ed GOVERN MEN T OFFICE.
I - entleman in all your doings. ‘ ——OCe—
like a g Yours very truly, MANAGER.
i (Signed) R. W. BARLOW. * % If you continye to manage the Office
! y ber 1884. satisfactorily, you are certain to be made permanent
; 23rd September N ; Manager, and the pay of that appointment, will be
| " probably Rs. 500. * =
. ’ 4
| REVENUE BOARD’S & (Signed) M. HAMMICK.
OFFICLE. 4 30tk July 1885,
 the Boards f
The Local Fund Manager in the Boald S ‘ ReMarks on the dpaft Local Funq Genera} Review
i f? t class man who did his work admirably, *’;/ for 1886—§7.
Oﬂi(}e: a nrst * ¥ _—
s 400,
got only Rs. 4 (Initialled) W. W(iLson.) { I trust that Honorable Members wil] pe able to
' accord a word of commendation to Mp, Meyer, Ag-
sistant Secrebary, under whose Supervision thjg very
My pEAR Ris, tho * Lst Member, who was in completo and carefyl report has been drawp up. The
[ have consulted b 1T | "e of Local Fund work, review appears this year full five monthg earlier than }l‘
'c u'u,:ard to your query about ‘ the last one, and this result has been attained by j
® Mr. H. 8. Tioxas. 1\[; IRe-T(rhaV& Charlu’s reputa- i very hard work in the Loca] and Municipa,l Depart-

: th‘;t (l?is work was done with : ment. The Gleneral Municipal Review ig also dope, _K
tion, and he Cousfl;l?ll;y LGibson was of the same i (Initialled) f. I, S‘('mKES,) !
groat care i‘llld ‘;((]n "s:lid that with the transfer of : 20th January 188s.

[ as he olten sSaid f
opinion, as he

. ‘ ard
1 Funds fo the Government Office, the Boar
Liocal Funids fo )

oy

T A A —
Broewyt oG- 4 AT

/] e - -

\ O
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8

This is a very admirable review. It is very
ly put and must have entailed
enormous labour. It reflects greab credit both on,
Mr. Meyer and on the Uncovenanted Assistam%, an

(Initialled) P. P. H(vroninsis0.
Ved

clearly and correct

ond February 1888.

————

Remares on the Local Fund General Review for 1887

—88.

9. The Governor General in Council is
glad to motice from this full and interesting review
that during the year there was much vitality in many
departments of Local Self-Government. * *
(Signed) A. P. MaocDONELL,
Secretary to the Govt. of India.

* ¥

6th January 1889.

Reyaggs on the Municipal General Review for 1887

—88.

+ % 2. 1am desired to convey t0 the Govern-
or in Council the acknowledgments of the Governor

General in Co
racter of the review. * *

(Signed) A. P. MacDONELL.
“11th June 1889.

ancil for the full and interesting cha-

7

ReMaRRs on the draft
for 185889, aft Local Fund General Review

A very good review I think.

. (Initialled) H. E. S(rokzs.)
i ( » ) J.H. G(arsTiv.)
) (  » ) C(oNNEMARA.)

' The labour involved in checking and compa-
ring the multitudinous statements which accompa.I;
each budget and report and bringing to lght thz
numerous errors and discrepancies that nearly al-
ways e'mst is enormous, and I think the complete-
ness with which this part of the work is don}:a
flects much credit on the 1st Assistant. ~

Initi
15¢h November 1889. (Initialled) W. S. M(evesr.)

On leaving the Secretariat, possi
turn, the undersigned desires to ezpres:]'zont?e t]?, o
and Municipal Office collectively and to the Ft?cal
Assistant * ¥ in particular, his hearty thanks l;%.
the unremitting industry and zeal with which ’ch01
have worked during the last three years and fey
.the great assistance which they have rendered hior
in coping with the ever increasing mass of Lo nll
Fund and Municipal work. =
(Signed) W.S. MEYER.

5th January 1890. Acting Under Secretary.

e O

B TR~ e N 4 , . '/7 e .

“/1
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DEAR SIR,

x % [ readily admit, from the experience that
I myself have had, the maddening and utterly dr_o: ry
character of your work, and I take this opportu-
nity of acknowledging the very able and careful
manner in which you perform it; but I think that
you are unwise in your desire to exchange your
preSent post for a Deputy Collectorship. » * I
think that you would be wiser to hold on where you
are and wait for the chance of something turning
up. * * .

Yours faithfully,

(Signed) J. Frederick PRICE.

929nd June 1891.

O

atement showing the progress in

ReMaRKS on the St
. 1 Fund and Municipal Reports

the disposal of Lioca
for 1890—91.

Very good indoed and very creditable to the
Office and Under Secretary. Honorable Mr. Stokes
the other day remarked to me that the progress was
isfactory and the reviews very well done. * *

(Initialled) J. F. P(ricE.)

sat

09nd August 1891,

Reuarks on the Municipal Reviews for 1890—91.

I think the quickest time in which they

This is !
" m much obliged to the

have ever been done, and I a

9

Office for the promptitude and zeal with which they
have worked to secure this end.

‘ (Initialled) N. S. B(ropIE.)
18t{.dSeptember 1591,

This, I believe, beats the record. I submit that
the Office and the Assistant Secretary deserve great
credit for the rapidity with which these reviews have,
by dint of much overtime work, been got out.

(Initialled) J. F. P(gIcE.)
23rd September 1891.

st

ReMmagks on the Local Fund Reviews for 1890—91.

This is exceedingly creditable to the Office.

(Initialled) N. S. B(robIE.)
21st September 1891.
Very creditable to the Office and to the Assist-
ant Secretary. )
(Initialled) J. F. P(rice.)
30th September 1891.
Remargs on the draft Local Fund General Review
" for 1890—91.

A very good review, full and yet concise.
(Initialled) H. E. S(togEs.)

The excellent nature of the work done by
Mr. Raghava Chari is so well known to the Chief
Secretary and the Honorable Members of Government

C T
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that it seems almost superfluous on my part to say
that, during the eighteen months I have been in
charge of the Local and Municipal Department, he
has been my right hand man and has discharge,chis
duties with a zeal and energy for which I caanot
sufficiently express my obligations. I should be ex-
tremely sorry to lose him, but there can be no doubt

that he deserves some reward for his past labours.
in this Department and I trust that he will soon

obtain the promotion which he has so amply merited.
(Signed) N. S. BRODIE.

Acting Under Secretary.
17th May 1892.

I was also in charge of the Local and Municipal
Department for seven months and hen.ce agree en-
tirely with all that Mr. Brodie has written above.

(Bigned) A. BUTTERWORTH.
Acting Under Secretary.

16th July 1892.

I have been six months in charge of thfa Local
and Municipal :Department, Chief Secretariat, and
can fully endorse Mr. Brodie’s remarks o'n the
excellent work done by Mr. V. Raghava Chari.

(Signed) D. COWIE.
17th Nocember 1892, Acting Asststant Secretary.

e O e

TR R

T MEE T e .

11

Remares on the Statement showing the progress in

the disposal of Local Fund and Municipal Reports
for 1891—92.

¥%¥ry good. The Chief Secretary is much pleased
with the good work done by the office.

5t75,*06t0be1- 1892. (Initialled) D. C(owik.)

ReMARRS on the Local Fund and Municipal
' Reviews for 1891—92,

This completes the reviews on District Munici-
palities and Local Fund Boards for the year 1891—
92. The work has been finished in a shorter time
than it has ever been before and the Office establish-
ment and Assistant Secretary deserve, I submit,

credit for the rapidity with which this dreary work
has been got through.

5th October 1892. (Initialled) J. F. P(RICE.)'
This is very creditable. I hope the Genera]
Reviews will be got-out before Xmas holidays.

- (Initialled) H. E. S ,
8th October 1892. ) (ToxEs.)

——Cr .

Dear Sig,

* * Though I shall be very sorry to lose you
and though I think your going wou!d be an unwise
step, I hope that you may gain the wish expressec
in your letter to me.

Yours truly,

(Signed) J. Frederick PRICE.

s,

16tk January 1893.

O
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Dear SIR,

[ am glad to comply with the
in your lettor of the 9nd Instant,
lent manner in which
1 Department was conducted
rge of that Depart-
ly for about three
me the work was .

request contained
and to bear _tg}sti—

mony to the excel the weik Of

the Local and Municipa
by you during the time I had cha
ment. I think that this was on

months, but throughout that ti
always done with admirable accuracys punctuality =
The number of papers is very great |
are that the success with which the
was achicved was largely

and clearness.
and T am aw
,unctual disposal of them

e, L

I :
owing to the good order and system which you had y
enforced and carried out. v 5
Yours faithfullys g
(Signed) A. G- CARDEW. 4
oth February 1893.
el OO .
S8 Scarn !

16"New 1892

Py dean Ru;wackm
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TESTIMONIALS OF
T. BALASUNDARA MUDELLIAR,

Kivrauxg,
7th July 1879,

T. Balasundrum was & pupil of Pacheappah’s High School for
about b years, during which time, he made fair progress in his
studies and conducted bimself to my entire satisfactivn, as is testi-
fied to,by the Prizes * he carried off while in the Matriculation class.
After passing the University Entrance Ezamination, he was trans-

ferred to the Presidency College as a Paclieappah’s student ... .. .

1t will give me much pleasure to learn that he succeeded in obtain-

ing a suitable employment.
B. LOVERY.

(Principal of Pacheappah’s Iigh School.)

Sen————

Mapras CHRISTIAN COLLEGE,
Tth July 1882,

Mr. T. Balasundrum was a student here for about threo years
aud is well known to me. Tam glad to cortify that his conduct
was uniformly satisfactory and such as to give me a very favourable
opinion of his character. I have much interost in him. I believe
him to be a young man of good principles and one who will bo
found intelligent, active, and trustworthy in discharging any duties

that wmay be entrusted to him.
Winuia¥ MILLER, a.aA.
° Principal.

#(1) Prize “W“"dlﬁQ by The Honourable G.N. Rajah Gajapathy Row,
fofgproficiency imdnuieh.

(2) Prize awarded by The Honourable H.S. Cunnivghnam, the late
Advocate Goneral and the Patron of Pacheapah’s charities,
for proficiency in Translation.

(3) Class Prizes swarded by B. Lovery Esqr., for securing the
highest marks in tho Classes.

71y A scholarslip of Rupees Seven pec mensem, granted by tho

' "Trustces of Pacheapah’s charities, for holding a conspicuous
rank at the University Matriculation Kxamination.

Thr CHrisTIAN COLLEGE, MADRAs'\'

July 182,

Pandalum Balasundrum Moodelly was three years a stuuent in

this College. He always conducted himself in an exemplary
manner and did his work with satisfactory diligence. He is
possessed of good ability and I believe him to be a young man of
upright character ; I have no doubt he will perform the duties of
any office for which he may be found fit, with fidelity, intelligence

and zeal,
Gro. MiLye. RAE, w.a,

T. Balasundara Mudaliar has been well known to me as a
student in this College for several years. He always condueted

- bimself with propriety in his classes, and showed a very creditable

amount of diligence in his studies. His general intelligence, as
evinced by his college work and in conversation, is, I should say,
above the average. He bears an excellent moral character, m;d
possesses an amiable and obliging disposition,

Mapras CrristiaN COLLEGE, )

Tth July 1882, y  Atex. ALEXANDER, y.a,

_—

Mapras, 13th July, 1882,
T. Balasundrum studied for three years in the Madras Christian
College. As a student, he was thoroughly well conducted, regulur
and diligent, snd made satisfactory progress in his studies.b He
was very popilar with his class-fellows, and showed much public
spirit, and diring the last year of his course, he occupied the
position of Sewetary to the Students’ Literary Society. He is a
young man of excellent charvacter and disposition, and of cood
abilities and :cquirements. In particular, he has a very gb;ood
knowledge of Inglish and can write it with much correctnoss
From all I know him, I feel confident that he will give great sn‘ti;’:
faction in any -ppointment for which he may be found (Tua]iﬁed, |

Cuagres, COOPER, m.a.

I')'l"/'l WROY,

Ci—
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(d7ou think it devolves to preserve
i now exists and in the best way
ptovernment does not care for it.
¢ule, very poor., They are scarcely
40 subsist on empty names. Tamil
. Jur Zemindars and Mirasidars are,
© no taste for literature. Printers
Purely mercantile men ; they bring
eir pockets. Editors look to the
and the University. Will it be too
Graduates in good circumstances, say
han five thousand Rupees a year, to
. Pandit and publish one book each,
red Rupees or more for its publica-
come is not less than two thousand
costing less ? And when arare and
fired from its grave, is it not the duty,
a other graduate whose income may

a year, to buy a copy for his library
prs from loss P I assure you, Brothers,
gnoh  books will not cost you more
¥ on an average, Bat the good to the
calculation.

baok being taken up by different gradu-
blisher has simply to issue a prospectus
ellow graduates,” Never mind what the
[tq:het your book is or is not congenial

0 be congidered when you write & new
haw author. Priut a book which is
*ans allow it, and buy one which others
done your duty to Tamil literature, to

il graduates who excuse themselves
jneither taste nor time to read Tamil.
entlemen who coolly leave their once
‘-dea,th and deny their duty to help her,
ling new bride, charmiuvg and youthful,
5y who looks to their comfort and happi-
weful ! Shameful !!

'nds, rescned from imminent death the
works noted in the *margin, whose
value to Tamil literature and whose
rarity are well known. They are
rold at the prices therein noted,
The beoks have cost me, indepen.
dently of the time and labour bes.
towed on them, Rs. 3,500 in ready
cash. They are much above the
he present collegiate course, and have
sale. I expected patronage from my
woped that all Tamil gradvates would
one of them. I was sadly disappointed,
be miue in that many may not be
blication. Inclusive of the help given
d V. L. Society and Mr. Grigg, our
‘ublic Instruction, I have not realized
[ am therefore puzzled how to keep
Having done more than can be ex-

COw®wo ©

pected of me, I pause for want of funds, either from the sala
of my books or from such donations as my friends may deem
proper to favour me with, with a view to encourage me in this
noble work., Every donation which may be sent to me in time
will be acknowledged in my preface to Kalithokai, which is now
passing through the press, and the cost of which I expect to be
borne by an Honorable gentleman, to whom I had simply to
ropresent the matter to secure his sympathy, I have furthee
resolved to devote every pie I can earn over and above my
peusion to publishing more works, so long as I live, I need
hardly say what further sacrifice I make by not sticking to my
avocation as High Court Vakil, for want, of time, which is now
entirely devoted to this one sole object.

I should not omit here to state that I stand under very greaf
obligation to two gentlemen (both Graduates of the Umversity
of Madras)who encouraged me to bring out Thollpyam Nachi-
*'the Hon'ble §. Subramanya ndrkkiniyam by advancing me the

Aiyar, B.L. necessary funds for purchase of
T. Ganapathy Aiyar, Bsq, paper required to print it. I have
J. B. Bilderbeck, Ksq., B. a. refrained from giving their names
t Rajah Sir T. Midhava Rau, bere for reasons known to them,

K. C. 8.1, *Three gentlemen have already
Thz‘ Hon’ble A. R4machandia gent me very ligeral donationa and

iyar, B. L. . a tfew others have promised mao
The Zemindar of Pérairir. ; : ¢
N ! ! ) help. His Holiness the Mahi-
bhl]?;;y_ Kistuaadmy Mudulliar, sanﬁithdnam of Thiruvdvaduthurai
S. Rimasimy Mudalliar, Esq., has not only placed his manu.

M. A, B, L script library always open to me,
bat has also very obligingly belped me by procuring additional
copies from other Districts. His Holiness hag besides, with
his generous liberality, subscribed to take 20 copies of all m
publications, It is hoped that the heads of other Matts will
follow his illustrious example.

Thoogh specially addressed to the Tamil Literatis of our
Colleges, yet 1 indulge the humble hope, that my appeal will not
fail to move the sympathy of other chariatable and lxtem.ry
Gentlemen to extend their helping hands to me and patronize
me in this noble pursuit, I am sure thut some of them have
simply to know the state of our manuscripts and what is being
done to preserve the literatare, to volunteer their help.

The Inspectors of Schools and their Deputies may freely
patronize such andertaking by ordering ancient works newly
published to be selected for their annual prizes as far as
practicable. A sale of 50 copies a year will go far to indem-
nify publishers from severe loss. The number of copies of
Tholkdpyam voluntarily parchased duaring the past ten months,
since its publication, bhas not exceeded stw, although ten times
that number of men have shewn a real anxiety to read the

book and applied for its supply gratis, some pleading poverty
as their excuse and others from a fallacious expectation to gct
one as a matler of right, BECAUSE they are PaNpiTs.

Trosting that my appeal will not go in vain, and that I ghall
be enabled to devote my whole time aund energy to save as
many ancient works as I can,

I beg to remain,
Gentlemen,
Yours faithfully,

KuuBHAKONAM, }
C. W. Tayoruaray Pirray,

15th July, 1886,

.



AN APPEAL

TO

The Tamil Probicienfs and Gea

Or

“~ The late Madras High School

and the University of Madr

-
-

AMIL and Bamskrit are the most ancient of all Indian lan-
T guages. They rival each other in the loftiness of their
classics and the sublimity of their poetry, in the copiousness of
their vocabulary and the fulness of their maxims and synonyms,
in force of expression and elegance of style. They yield
ta no other language in the world in refinement of speech, in
rhetorical beanty and in the variety of their themes. But even
Sanskrit must give way to Tamil in euphony, in variety of
metre and in choice songs, Yea! its name itself means, accord-
ing to one set of philologists, ‘“ sweetness”, and according to
another, “ incomparableness”. Dr. Burnell,the well-known Sans-
krit scholar, who latterly began to read Tamil and often con-
sulted me whenever he felt any doubt, once declared to me that
in learning the Kural he found a pleasure which no Sanskrit
text gave him. ~Sir Walter Elliot, who took a great delight in
Tamil, and who frequently employed me to translate for him
various pieces from several Tamil works, remarked that Pora-
ladhikdram was the diadem of Tamil, the gems of which out.
shone the lustre of all other literature he knew,

The origin both of Tamil and Sanskrit is far beyond human
research, and is so involved in mystery that there has been
from time immemorial a mythological account that they were
both handed down to man by Siva himself, Sages like Agastia
and Panini were respectively the superhuman grammarians
of these languages.

Tamil had its domain in the South and Sanskrit in the North,
separated from one another by the wide forest of the Deccan, and
known consequently under the appellations of the Southern
and Northern Tongues. The dignity of the one was maintained
by the Pandyan College of Madura, while that of the other was
kept up by the Naimisiraniam College of Benares. Tradition
wopld carry us further, and would bave ug believe that the
Sanskrit College was so jealous of the rivalr of Tamil as even
to expel Agastia from their Convocation for aving, as its pane-
gyrist, bestowed higher encomiums on Tamil,

With such 'equality in th.eir age, growth, status and estima.
tion, the Tamil had to survive two of the greatest calamities that
ever befella language. Its second seat at Kapédapuram, to
which the capital of Madura had been removed from the ancient
or Southern Madura, for greater safety from the encroachments
of the ocean, was nevertheless submerged with all that part of
its kingdom south of the Kumari river, and the repository of
its rare and valuable works irretrievably lost. Notwith.
standing the formation of another College at the Uttara op
Northern Madura, as distingnished from the Southern Capital,
and notwithstanding the endeavour to establish & new librar ,
all the ancient works on Science and Arts, on Philosophy and
Metaphysics, were found to have been lost, and ouly their
names left to be deplored. The famous Nakkirar of this last
College has informed us that the number of important works
on all subjects passed by the College, previous to the fate of
Kaphdapuram, was 8,149, a_small portion alone of which sur.
vived the calamity.

This, supplemented by 450 works passed later on by the

ew College, formed again a decent but very defective library,
,Ii‘ this were added, after the fall of the Pindyan dynasty and
th‘:e breaking up of the College, the eminent productions of the
Jains, who played an important part in the History of ’Fa{ml
ai oture from the second to the fifth century of the Christian
]]teraTtixlesubsequent Epics and Puranams, together with innume.
crz.]e frge translations from the Sanskrit, continued to augment
T Tamil literaturo for about eight centuries, so that in the
?}‘:it;'teenth century A. D. Tamil very nearly regained the place
<1 ce lost,
which it hadrgzd the second calamity. The Mohamedans invaded
Then occu ith the determination of allowing no litera-
the country,tapd :;:tagoniﬂm with the Koran, reduced to ashes
{}llrﬁbtr(:ir(i::slih;tl came in their way,ss well as all tho works in
a

every ona of these related to the relig
Our Massulman conquerors went on ex
tinction all human sources of mental ligh
and arts shared the same fate as theol
escaped their hands for the benefit o
of popular treatises on grammar, tho ol
the art of war and heroic narrations,\ -
common tales, ethical precepts and medie
love songs and hymus of prayer, with a fe
matics and astronomy intermixed with
gical disquisitions and mectaphysical di
now possess were written during the g~
the present period of the Athinams. E!
extant, the relics of our ancient reposito
literature ranks, next to Sanskrit, as th
languages of India.

ing without dis-
worw'yon sciences
d myths. Whnt
ritg consist only
and Epic poetry,
Puranams and
tice and folk-lore,
ks on pure mathe-
ogy. The theolo-
tations which wo
gent period, 3. e.,
v ¥ith the little now
7 & kuowledge, Tamil
emost alnong the
¥
this remnant which
% on kadjan leaves,
n8, with the excep-
t fifty years, has
*kadjan to kadjan

Now, gentlomen, how do wo preserve
constitutes our pride ? It is handed down,
astate in which, for the most part, it still ve
tion of a small portion which, within the
seen the light of print, Transcription fr
has lately ceased. Even those that progERd to have a good
knowledge of Tamil and pass as excelle udits and learner
scholars, are content with what they|vcan acquire from
printed pages. Natare, on the other handy steadily carries on
1ts process of decay aud putrefaction, whem extreme caro docs
not arrest it. Worms and white ants Prove more ruinous
than the bigoted zeal of the followers E Mahomet, stealing
unobserved even into secret places which ed refuge from
the terror of the latter. The owners themiselves unconsciously
help these vermin by the annual sprinkliog, on theip volumes
of cold water and scents, on the day of | Omage to Sara.svati’
}{ow long these unprinted manuscripts m k&djan can kee[;
18 then a serious quostion for every Tamiliay who has axi
love for the literature of his mother tongue. - . y

Many & hook which was evidently in €Xistenge qup:
life-time of Sivagnina Swamigal of Tiruvév‘dnthnrai, lltl:ct}ln‘iza th:.
Manivar of Conjiveram, and Vaithiyanatha R‘V’lllm' of Tiruva::?r
only a centary and a half ago, are not now forthcoming, One
Ainkurunfiru, a valuable work desoribing the five different
tracts of land, the hills, the desert, the j"lngle, the field and
the beach, and the habits, manners, worship and
their inhabitants, the mountaineers, the foresters ¢}, o s
the agriculturists and the fishormen, which [ heg the pleasur
of reading thirty vears ago, when I was & Tap; andit in
the Presidency College, and Asathikkovai writtay by nol ]m
& personage than Auvai, the dearncd Sister of Tiruva]lu .
which, when a boy, ten years old, 1 saw i 4 hand:urf'
my father to whom that work and the Kura] wepe sourc of
great pleasure and pride, and whoso tongue weg .. y “v}(;;lo
passage from either the one or the other ¢4 illustratq h'&
VIOws, are not now to be had anywhere. Thaye travelled fi. n
.d'St"{Ct to district and house to house 1D Search of them l()m::
1n vain. One book after another disappears angd remembey ’tl nt
with old things, as time advances in arithmetiog] decay pl:o:

ceeds in geometrical ratio. Can you be Passive spect
8such & state of things ? Pectators of

Pleaso, at least for tho sake of curiosity, send fop
any ancient and rare work, such as Kuva.lm’énantham' ]‘;‘&L‘:’ { (f\f.
diniam, Agangotira, Purandntra, Thakadtrygdrs; Parapporat
pennirupadalam, Nachinarkkinism Cholladhikgram N oreot

¢, and observe in what state the copy is. You wil flod ite
leaves rotten, worm-eaten, broken to pieces and tarn to slins
sticking together in a process of putrefaction ang bardly readagh;
In many a place. When editing Virachdliyam five years ago,
I found some portions impossible to decipher, Notwithstand-
ing that, in collating it, I had the use of msuy manuscripts from

different Tumil districts. 17""7‘3'}1 2 /V"‘Wm"""

private bands which thoy oould lay hold of; supposing thas

’ifwomplcuigcy’ ’ 7, 'e
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required of a Head Munshi, and of the importance of making the post one in which
an able and competent man will be willing to serv for years, J am of opinion that
the salary of the Head Munshi should#not be lower than Rs. 200, and should rise
according to length of service as hig‘ﬁ as Rs. 250. 1 would also recommend that
the Munshi should hereafter be styled ¢ Assistant Translator to Government.” This
designation would augment the standing and .mportance of the office in the eyes
of the native community, and would be only a just recognition of the increasing
nnportance of the office.......”

4

A Rutnaswami Mudaliar has given me the highest satisfaciion as Head
Munsbi. He has a thorough knowledge of his own language and an excellent
knowledge of English. He is indgs’t_l;i.oggzhgg}-_gf&]_hﬂﬁrOugh] y reliable, and systematic
in the disposal of business. IHis demeanor and manners are also pleasing. I have
considered myself extremely fortunate to have the services of so able a subordi-

nate during my tenure of the Translator’s appointment. i

4th October 1884, ~ (Signed) T. WEIR.

w0

Extract from a letter from T. Weir, Esq., dated Kodaikaual, 24th Me.y 1885.

*“ My dear Rutnaswami,

“......and T will always feel and-ba prepared to ackiowledge that I never
had a better or more faithful and intelligengfjésu})orQigate than yourself......"” .

— e

Extract from a letter from T. Weir, Esq., dated Madura, 10th March 1887.

¢ My dear Rutnaswami, | | '

Crres If a native is to be appointéd Tamil Translator, I certainly cannot see
why the individual selected should be any ome but yourself. You are certainly

pre-eminently well-fitted for the post and it would be very wrong 1 think to pass
vou over...... " v

Extract from a note from Dr. C. D. Macleane, Tamil Translator to Govt.,
dated 14th March 1888.

¢t Moonshee,
“1 take 3 months’ privilege leave from 1st April, and have recommended
that you should act......”

Opinion recorded by the Head

Name of Officer. Name °f' Post. _ of the Office.

A. Ruthpasawmy Moodelliar. Head Moounshee. An excellent and painstaking
« . officer, who has never failed to
give me satisfaction.
5 (8d.) C. D. MACLEANE,
Tamil Translator to Govt.
30th June 1889.
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COPIES OF TESTIMONIALS, &e.

It gives me great pleasure in testifying to the geal and ability with which
A. Ruthnasawmy Mudaliar, B. 4., has performed his duties as Tamil Munshi during
the period he has served under me. He is » most respectable man and his character
has been irreproachable. I wish him every suecess in life.

Maorss, 1} (Signed) W.F. WRIGHT,
7t hSeptr. 1878. § Tamil Translalor to Government.

AeR——

A. Rutnaswami Mudali has discharged his duties most admirably curing
my tenure of the office of Tamil Translator. He is very careful, acourate and reli-
able, and is in all respects a deserving and promising young man.

Oth February 1880. (Signed) T. WEIR.

During the 20 months during which I have been in chargo of tho Tamil
Translator’s office, I have found that Rutnasawmi Mudaliar bas fully maintained
the high character given him by Mr. Weir.

28th Septr. 1881. (Signed) H. R. FARMER.

Extracts from Letter fromT. Weir, Esq., Tamil Translator to Government
to the Chief Secrctary to Government, dated 5th February 1883, and printed in
G. O., dated 16th February 1838, No. 39, Legislative.

L T In all cases, however, great care and, I hope 1 may add,
trained intelligence is exercised both by the Munshi aud myself in rendering the
translations as complete and acourate as possible.....ce

“Oiiiene Having regard indeed to the varied subjects from almost all
Departments (Revenue, Police, Marine, Engineering, Scientific) that come before
the Translator for translation, it is desirable, if not essential, that the Translator
and his Assistant should have a wide and varied experience of muny subjects and

«g......[ am reluctantly obliged to request......that the high
qualifications and continuous work now required from the Hend Munshi may be re-
cognized by an adequate increase of galary. 1f this is not doue, the Translator's
office will no doubt suffer in efficiency from frequent changes of office. Other dec-
partments of Government Service in which the salaries are not only higher
but are progressive hold out strong inducements to men of the ability and mental
activity which a Head Munshi must possess, and the present Translator las
recently been on the point of losing the services of the present Munshi by
transfer to another Department.* Having regard to the high qualifications now

*To wit, the Salt Department, the spplication of the Mooushee for an Inspector’s post having been accepted
by the Commissioner of Salt Revenue.
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