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ADDRESSES, &c., PRESENTED T0 AND REPLIES MADE BY HIS
EXCELLENCY THE LORD WENLOCK ON HIS ELEVENTH TOUR,

Address by the Native Christian Community of Calicut.

May 1t PLEASE YOUR ExCELLENCY,—In the name of the Native Christian community of
this town, we beg to offer your Excellency a most respectful and hearty welcome on the occasion
of your Excellency’s visit to this important province, one of the many interesting features of
which is, as regards the Christian Church, its connection with the Apostolie times.

‘We beg to thank your Excellency for the opportunity given us to wait upon your Excel-
lency and to offer our expressions of loyalty and devotion to Her Most Gracious Majesty the
Queen-Empress and to Her representatives in this land.

It will not be out of place, we venture to hope, to lay before your Excellency the following
facts connected with the Native church in this town. The Protestant church here is represented,
first, by the Basel Evangelical Mission which commenced operations 51 years ago. Year after
year the work has been expanding and progressing, and to-day we are thankful to be able to say
that the adherents of this church number about a thousand.

The Mission establishments of weaving, carpentry and tile works afford industrial training
and occupation to a large number of the poor Christians of the congregation as well as to
others. Awpart from their value as an auxiliary to Mission work, they have been the means of
giving an impetus to enterprises of a similar nature in different parts of the country.

The active interest taken by the Mission in educational work is evidenced by its High
School and the Girls’ School, which are the oldest institutions in the town.

The Mission has also a Medical branch which was started six years ago, and which affords
medical relief to thousands.

In many parts of the world the missionaries have made the literature of the people, and we
are proud to think that the Basel missionaries have contributed not a little to the development
of the Malayalam langvage. Two standard works in the language, the Malayalam-English
Dictionary and the Grammar by that great missionary and scholar, Dr. Gundert, who has just
recently passed away, are & monument of his genius, and must long continue to win the admira-
tion of every studeut of Malayalam.

There is a small Anglican Native congregation numbering some 150 souls worshipping in
St. Mary’s Church, unconneoted with either of the Church societies. This congregation has
been in existence for thirteen years. Like the congregations at Madura and Chittoor similarly
circumstanced, it is under the personal direction of the Lord Bishop of Madras, and is solely
supported by voluntary subscriptions and donations. The Pastor, whose services have been
kindly lent by the C.M.S., does Evangelistic work among the Tamil population in the town.

In approaching your Excellency with this very brief account of Christian work in this
place, we beg humbly to assure your Excellency that no section of Her Majesty’s subjects
tig)preciate the blessings of a Christian Government more than we, and we pray that Christian

ngland’s rule over India may continue to the end of time, to the enlightenment and happiness
of the millions committed to her charge.

Praying that God Almighty may pour down upon your Excellency and Lady Wenlock all
the blessings of this life and the life to come.— Calicut, 14th Oc:ober 1893.

His Excellency’s Reply.

GrNTLEMEN,—I beg to thank you, on B ady Wenlock and myself, for the very
kind address which you }g;ave just p{ese’nted tt}ctenll)e r(::norfn} aogxing to this town for the first time.
I can assure you it is with great satisfaction that I heard the account which you have just read
to me of your progress in this particular part of the country. As you say, you are a smp]l com-
munity amongst a large one; and it is fo us, as it is to yourselves, naturally a great satisfaction
to think that you live in peaceful harmony with all those that surround you, differing as you
do in point of religion. You point out that you have been in existence for 50 ®years and your
numbers are gradually increasing. You point also with pride—as you may well do—to the
material progress which you are making among those of your coramunity who are poorer, and
have to look for support in different kinds and branches of professions in life. Yousay your
Mission has been able to introduce works of great interest and great utility, and different kinds
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of indastry, which are cf great importance and are conducive to the welfare of those who are
engaged in them. It isto us,on the part of Government, naturally a great satisfaction to see
the industries flourishing and that you are quite able to keep them up. I hope sincerely that
they may be the nucleus of still larger industries and be the centre of greater progress in techni-
cal arts in this part of the country. Af tle same_time, you show that you are not behindhand
in giving education to those that need it, that your High School and the Girls’ School—the oldest
institutions in the town—-are in & flourishing condition, and that you are also, at the same time,
not neglecting that useful science, useful not only to missionary life but to all life in this
couniry and in all others, namely, medical science. I hope the medical branch, which you say
affords relief to thousands, may long ﬂounsh.a,nd be thc'a means of _affordmg help and relief to the
suffering poor. Another point you also bring to notice, which is of great importance in this
country, viz., the way in which the missionary, who has unfor.tu'na.tel.y passed away, has been the
means of assisting all those who took an interest in the administration of affairs in the country
50 as to be able to place themselves in closer communication with the mative community by whom
they are surrounded. The works left behind him have proved to be of great utility to those
who are entrusted with this work. The knowledge of the vernacular is the most important one
in this country, and 1 am glad to think your community ha's been the means of enabling those
entrusted with the work of administering the copntry to obtain a better and more facile mode of
learning the Malayalam language. In conclusion, I beg to thank you very much for the kind
address which you have preseuted to us, and which we had great pleasure in receiving.

Address by the Municipal Councillors of Calicut.

My 17 PLEASE YOUR ExcerLexcy,—On behalf of the citizerns of Calicut, we, the Munioipai

Councillors of this town, beg leave to approach your Kxcellency with this address of cordial

welcome. ) .
Calicut is one of the leading towns int the Presidency and has been from the earliest times
an important trading port. 1t was the first to welcome European commerce and its civilisin

uched by Vasco-de-Gama, the earliest Kuropean navigator to the

i 1 rt to sco-d :
lﬁfsl‘tenc'ﬁebiﬁfn t}h:s II:))?aen steadily advancing in commerce and population, which now numbers
66 078. It was granted municipal rights 10 July 1866, and since then our predecessors in the
001’mcil' and now our bumble selves |have been discharging, with as much zeal and earnestness as
we can command, the duties of hm}ted local self-government entrusted to us. This being &

s ith its inhabitants increasing year by year, the public health is not

i t, town, W1 ! .
;xl'%d;;lsg a.sses?t)‘,(i)srfacgory, s could be wished. Tmportant and costly sanitary works have yet to be

i {f the crowded parts of the t :

i . The water-su ply and the drainage 0 P e town are defective
ﬁfg‘ﬁiv?:o bo :tten ded tc? at an early date, which can be done only by a large outlay. The
municipal funds, limited as they aré cannot by themselves meet these large and extraoidinary
charges. We trust that when the papers in connection with these useful projects are laid before
your Excellenoy’s Government, your

Excellency wi'll. be please_d to make an adequate grant
towards such purposes and thexeby confer upon the citizens of this town the blessings of health
and happiness.

In conclusion, we once mo
welcome on the occasion of your

re offer your Excellency and Lady Wenlock a loyal and i
Tixcellency’s first visit to Calicut.—Calicut, 14th %ctob]clr fggiml

His Eacellency’s Reply.

—T beg to thank you very.much for the km.d.a.ddress of welcome, and to s
that S;‘ 11311:1?;'1):?11: me muc%l pleasure to have this opportunity of visiting your town and other pla(?e};
the West, Const. This is the first time I have had the opportunity of coming down to this part

o?th country, and I assure you I look forward to it _w1th the very greatest pleasure. On this, m

%rst :.rrival Lore, [ assure you it is with extreme satisfaction I have heard the address just re
because 1 unders,tand from that address thatHyou offer to me a heart}}é and loyal welcome as th;
representative in this part of the country of Her Majesty the Queen-Kmpress. T can assure you
that on my part I have heard all that you said with the very greatest pleasure, and I am glad to
think that you are able to speak of yourselves as anllmpoﬂgmt and progressive town, and as one of
the greatest ports in this part of tI}e coast: The points which you have raised in connection with
sanitation, 1 need hardly say, will receive my utmost care when I have to deal with papers
connected with this matter. ou must rqmember you are not the.only town, that ask the Govern-
ment . for support in matters connected with water-supply and drainage, but we are doing as much
as we possibly can to assist, as far as our funds permit, municipalities and local bodies in different
arts of the coumtry 8o as to enable them to supply themselves with thpse extremely uscful and
gecessa works. then our turn comes, I hope we may find ourselves in a position to give you
such agsistance a8 will enable you to carry out those works which you consider—and others advising

t consider—necessary for proper sanitation. 1 beg to thank you once more fo
gﬁ?ﬁi&s of welccme op behalf of myself and Lady ‘Wenlock, and to eay that it has gil;/e);loti

wmuch pleasure to be present here.

3
Address by the Members of Kerala Mahajana Sabha.

My 17 PLEASE Your ExceLLENcY,—We the members of the Kerala Mahajana Sabha—
an Association of landholders of various classes in Malabar ~beg leave to welcome your Excellency
and Lady Wenlock to this historical land of Kerala, and in so doing we desire to express our
strong attachment and loyalty to Her Most Gracious Majesty our beloved Mmpress and our
appreciation of the manifold blessings we enjoy under the British Government, and also our

ratitude personally to your Excellency for your indefatigable labours at considerable self-sacrifice
on behalf of the millions committed to your care.

9. We are highly thankfnl to your Excellency for nominating the Honorable C. Sankaran '
Nair to the Legislative Council in consideration of fhe peculiar customs, manners and land tenures
of this district, which are almost unknown to an outsider, and for which separate representation in
council is indispensable.

3. Your Bxcellency’s repeated endeavours to elevate deserving natives to public offices of
trust and responsibility have never failed to arouse feclings of gratitude in the hearts of the people
of Southern India, and your Kxzcellency’s latest act in that direction, viz., the raising of a native
of this district. anc. that a member of the ancient and illustrious house of the Zamorin, to the
status of Collector and Magistrate, has endeared your Excellency to our hearts.

4. While we are very grateful for the various benefits we have received from the British
Government, we are constrained to bring to your Txcellency’s notice some of our grievances also.
The most important subject which engages {he attention of the people of this district now is the
Land Survey and Revenue Settlement. It is no exaggeration to say that landholders of all
classes, from the highest to the lowest, view the forthcoming settlement with very great apprehen-
gion. We desire to impress upon your Excellency’s attention the fact that the conditions of land-
holding in this district are quite different from those obtaining in other districts. ¥rom time out
of mind Malabar developed a perfect system of ¢ private ownership in land,” which contributed
ot a little in uniting the Malayalee races into a body corporate in the civil and military organi-
zations of the country. 1f the cultivated area has increased, and in some instances one-crop land
;s converted into two-crop land, it must be noted that the whole improvement is due to private
capital and labour and there has not been the slightest State aid in that direction. There are no
irrigation works maintained by the State to assist the ryots in the cultivation of lands. The
unusually large quantity of rain water that we get in some seasons does more harm than good for
want of any means to store water to bo used in times of scareity. The facts that all the lands in
tho district are rainfed or manavari and that rainfall is uncertain both as to the time and
quantity are, we submit, important factors for consideration in carrying out settlement operations
in this district. In these circumstances it is clear that the fixing of the assessment with reference
to the value of the produce will work great hardship on the ratepayers. It is a fundamental
principle of the Settlement Code that the improvements made at the cultivator’s expense will not be
taxed. If this principle be ungrudgingly applied to Malabar, we need not entertain much fear;
but from what we have seen of the settlement in Wynaad— the first settlement of a proprietary
tiact in this presidency—we have reasonable grounds for apprehension that the settlement will
result in an enhancement of revenue ; we therefore most earnestly pray that the proposed settlement
may be so conducted as not to end 1 an increase of taxation, regard being had to the .various
circumstances above referred to.

5. While we fully appreciate the motives of the Government in passsing the Abkéri and the
Forest Laws, we may be permitted to ebserve that the zeal of the responsible officers to bring
credit to the respective departments by a successful administration results in & rigorous working
of the laws and oppression of the poor. The Salt Law, which taxes the most necessary article of
life, and which has deprived several thousands of people on this coast of their means of livelihood

_ by prohibiting the manufacture of earth-salt, and the Arms Act, which creates an invidious

di_stinction of races and cests a slur upon a section of Her Majesty’s loy?.l_ subjects,‘are viewe:l
with great disfavour by the people at large. We therefore earnestly solicit your Excellency’s
kind and early attention to the defects in tie administration of these laws.

6. We further request that the question of extending the railway to North Malabar from
Calicut, and to Dindigul and Cochin from Palghat may receive the favorable consideration of your

Excellency, since the opening of these lines is caloulated to rapidly develope the trade and
commerce of this coast. .

In conclusion we most respectfully pray that, as this Sabha forms a recognised institution
representing all the various landed interests in Malabar, your Jxcelloncy may be pleased to allow
it an opportunity of expressing its opinion on all important public measures affecting the interesta
of the country.

Wishing Your Excellency and Lady Wenlock long life and prosperity.
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His Euxcellency’s Reply.

GexrLEMEN,—I have to thank you for the address of welcome you have addressed to Lady
‘Wenlock and myself and for the expression of loyalty to Her Majesty the Queen- Kmpross. You
first note with satisfaction that the Hon’ble Mr. Sankaran Nair has been appointed again to a place
on the Legislative Council. With regard to that I can only say that I hope the presenco of that
gentleman there will give Government that assistance and advice which we hope to get from
a gentleman in his position and knowledge, especially regarding matters connceted with this
part of the country, and more especially in connection with a matter which he himself brought
forward in the Council—I refer to the revision of the Malabar Marriage Laws. You are also
Evlﬁlased to note that Mr. Manavedan Raja has been appointed to act as Jolleotor of a district.

is is the first time in the history of this part of the country under Dritish rule that a native
has assumed that position. I am glad to think you watch his progress in that position with much
care and attention, and I only hope it may be found that the results of his labours in that position
will be perfectly satisfactory toall concerned. As you know, he was appointed to act as Judge and
now he acts as Collector. ~ I hope we may find, what I might call the experiment, certainly as
regards himself, will prove an unqualified success. It is naturally a post which we look upon with
great interest, and I sincerely hope, as T said before, that we shall find the result of his labours
will go to show that his career is marked as one of success.

Tue SETTLEMENT.

You then mention a point which I have no doubt excites a great dgal“pf apprehensmn in your
minds at the present time, that is the survey and settlement of the district—a dlﬂ"icult .problex.n
which lies befgre the Government now as to how to bring the district of Malabar into line, as it
were, with the rest of the Presidency. You are aware that almost overy c_>ther dlstnc!: .has E)reen
surveyed and a settled assessment has been levied on the people with a view to obtaining from
them what may be considered a fair and just assessment, and I hope that, as far as we ca(f _sa}; :t
present, our operations in that direction have not resalted in anything but what i8 fair ar; %uts %
all parties. When we come to Malabar we find ourselves confronfed with a different state o

affairs from that which provails in every other district of the Presidency. Naturally, this matter
has caused us a considergble amount ofryz;nxiety. The subject can only be .approach%ll anh great
care, and as the matter has progressed only to 8 slight extent at, present, it is 1m1()10;m. e for me tto
say anything definitely to you as to what ma probably be considered a proper and 1air asBes;nfleill .
All T can say at present is, that we shall make a point in all our proceedings as we go (;;1 o }clhy;
" taking you into our confidence and giving you an oppox:tumty of expressing yoﬁrt lrlef s{,: sof b 1a

we may be in a position to know, not only what you think, but also what arefah e ;e s of the
case. You say that the levying of the assessment with reforence to the value of the produce works

"a hardship on the ratepayers; but I have some difficulty in undorstanding how else it can_be

) ) . ‘tvick if it is to be conducted on different lines
possible to arrive at a proper assessment It the distrct & tom for the Sirkar to allot to

to that of other districts. From time immemorial it has been the custor R
itself a cortain proportion of the produce of the land. In that connectlgél L thlmk it rt h: to say
it is impossible to assess the lands in Malabar on a different system. N Outabsot Eazd aT ﬁt is a
fundamental principle of settlement operations that improvements should no tE} 2. & il at, of
course, is a well-known axiom which (Government has always before ﬂ: ufli qule shilotns © sfe emont.
You must, however, also be aware that there is always a period in the fisoa! his cf)ry of a distriot
Palterin s,ettlenient’ Las to bo taken once for all, after which penodmal rev1siops of assessment are
made without taking consideration of the iml.”I'OVemem"s qﬁ‘ected. by.the ou tl‘éat}?r' At the first
start I don’t see how Government con proceed without taking o eertamlsha; °° If e produce of the
lend. Om dry erops naturally the assessment is lower than on better lands, where the produce is
rice or cocoaguts gvhieh are a very valuablo produce. ¥So long aio aﬁi 1811) 5, when Government
went into the quostion, it was an understood thing that the Sirkar should take a certain proportion
of the crops th‘?(lm rov:r'mg on the ground. 1 dOn’t. gee how at the prese?t1 day, nearly 90. oors
after, we I038.11 proeeg;ad on different lines to those which have already been (f) lowed, and which are
gene;-ally accopted 88 the principl os which are to guide the settlement of assessment. As you

= \ly say so—the survey hes disolosed a large excess in the
g?t?x‘g:n zg%ug;}}lli 37(;; ?:m!lll(; :‘;msyin your mind oonsiderable apprehension as to what the

-t out to you that the Sirkar oonsidered itself entitled to a
resx;lt; may bex:t' I n?et"}leh”‘:géﬁ cgogfltan waltivated lands, and all lands brought under cultivation
::ilil a::;.tﬁ;i?loy {)(;Dei pecteg to contribute what is held to be a fair share of assessment due to

L0 Csntended at the mext jamabandi to issue to all holders of
ﬁ?l?;n;;;!;;-sh ﬁi;;g::ﬁl:t fﬂf’bztexis &iscovered to be the excess found by survey in the area of

their holdings alongside of the area on which they are actually paying, so that they may know

. - d what Government will consider the probable amount of land
El?izr\?vi({}llzsﬁslgt:s:: ;:sgl(s):rglelft? and that they may make any representagmn they choose. This
will enable you to see what line the (tovernment intend to adopt. We will not do anything in a

you to ' rtunity of representing your case and stuting anything you

;tny&igﬁtt:i%}rgvei%gg :;:f.l'y I"%I())z,t suppose the se.ttlement of Malabar will be concluded for
80,,{’9 time to eomeg as it is a difficult and intricate question, and one which will give the Government

o great deal of trouble and anxiety.

b
Tue ABRart aNp ForssT Laws,

The next point is with reference to the Abkéri and Forest Laws, the rigorous working of which
you say has resulted in oppression to the poor. You do not say anything definite as to the wa
in which the laws oppress the poor. I can therefore only give you a general answer, that if you
have any particular case of oppression by a member of these departments, I would beg you to
bring it immediately to the notice of the Collector, who, I am satisfied, will do his utmost to see
that the people are not oppressed, and that justico is done in each case. I am not sufficiently
familiar with the working of the department in the case of Forest Laws, and I am not aware
that you are alluding to one forest more than another. But I understand that, as regards the

eople who live in them, the Kurumbers and various other tribes have every means of earning
their livelihood, within certain limits, afforded them, so that I do not know that they are oppressed,
and as regards the people outside, I was not aware that they were oppressed, at all events in the
immediate vieinity of Malabar. With regard to_the Salt tax, there is no doubt there is a great
deal to be said against the Salt tax. All that X can say is that Government finds it absolutely
necessary for the raising of revenue necessary to carry on the work of Government to impose
such a tax as the Salt tax. I would, as you would, be glad to find it possible to do away with a
tax like this, but as matters stand we have to see that it i8 raised with as little oppression as
possible. It is, however, so long now since the manufacture of earth-salt has been done away
;vith lltlha'c I can hardly believe at the present moment there are many dependent on it for their
ivelihood.

Tue Arms AcT.

As regards the Arms Act, a8 far as I can understand it, it seems that in this district the
Arms Act s intended to preserve the public peace, and a8 much as anything for the special
protection of the gentlemen I see before me. I believe, owing to the introduction of the Arms Act,
you gentlemen keep the possessions you do and live in the harmony which prevails. The past
history of the district unfortunately tells us that such an enactment is necessary for the public

eace, and I can hardly belisve that at the present day its existence is oppressive to anybody.
I'hose persons who wish to protect their crops are enabled in each district to obtain licences
within certain limits, and I believe that 4,000 licences have been taken out in one taluk alone. I
don’t believe the existence of the Arms Act is a hardship on any one. Asregards what you say
about its being a slur on you, most of you are, I believe, exempt from its provisions ; it can
hardly, therefore, be called a slur on the gentlemen I see before me.

BaiLway ExTENSION.

You now go on to say that you wish to see the railway extended from Calicut to North
Malabar, and from Cochin and Palghat to Dindigul. I have just answered a deputation at some
length with regard to railway estension and T can only tell you, what I told them, that the
extension of railways was not go much a matter for the local Government as for the Government
of India. We can do no more than recommend certain lines to be constructed, and it is for the
Government of India to take up the lines for themselves if they are able to doso. They have
only a limited sum at their disposal each year, and T am afraid it will be some years before they
turn their attention in the direction of Malabar. As you are aware, the Government of India

/7514%{&(
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has promulgated rules and regulations for the construction of railways by private enterprise, .
and I hope it will be found possible to find gentlemen with capital to come forward and take

advautage of these rules to construct such a railway as you wish to see. I am not prepared,
however, to say that the extension of the railway to North Malabar is in itself advisable at
present, because I believe the right policy at the present moment in the history of the country is,
not to extend the railways along the coast, where they will compete with the sea traffic, but to
connect the interior with the different ports, Nct only for this reason will a railway from Calicut
to Tellicherry and Mangalore be unadvisable, but also because in that part of the country the
cost of construction would be enormous on account of the bridging that would have to be done.
1t seems to me, therefore, that the railway to North Malabar shou d not be taken up; but if it
should be, it will not do to oppose it, if any one should come forward and ask that the line shqulc}
be made by private enterprise. You say in conclusion that you are & body from a recognised
institution and ask for an oppcitunity of expressing your views on matters of public importance.
I need hardly say that any rcprosentation you would like to make will receive the attention
it is likely to deserve. Thereture if you feel it incumbent on you to make a representation
on any matter connected with the interest and welfare of the people of the district you may do
8o, only I may express the hope that you will do it through the usuai channel, viz, through the
Collector, that he may have an opportunity of endorsing it with any recommendations or remarks
he may have to make. In conclusion, I beg to thank you for your addrese and to state that it
has given me great pleasure to meet you here to-day.




B 8

Address of the Fownsmen of Calicut.

Your ExceLLExcy,— We, the representatives of the townsmen of Calicut, beg leave to offer
our hearty welcome to your Iixcellency and Ladyp.Wenlock‘ to this ancient and historic city and
we express our feelings of loyalty to Her Most Gracious Majesty the Quecn-Empress whom your

Excellency represents in this Presidency.

As this is the first visit of your lxcellency to this town, we beg leave to bring to your notico .

an important question regarding the ac'lm%mstratlon .o_f the municipal affairs of this town. Tho
town of Calicut was for a long time enjoying the privilege of electing its municipal councillors
and their Chairman, and that privilege we are sorry to state? has been taken away by Government
in the year 1890. 1t is a matter of great regret that the principal town in the district of Malabar
should” be deprived of this privilege, v_vhlle the less importaut towns enjoy it. We therefore
earnestly beg your Kxcellency to reconsider this and restore to us the privilege which we have lost.

Hoping that your Eacellency will be able to visit our town once more.—Calicut, 14th

October 1893.

oo

His Excellency’s Reply.

GENTLEMEN,—]1 thank you very much for the address you have presented to me weleoming

me to your town, and for the expressi
address you bring, to notice one 1Mpo

ons of loyalty to Her Majesty the Queen-Empres y
rtant fact that you would like to see altered, t}ixlf(:t? 8i's yiﬁ iv(;lsllll.

to have restored the privilege of electing your own Chairman. You say in 1890 Governn

deprived you of the grivilege which you had 95130}'9(1 for some time. In this connection Il(?:xllt
only say that as far as Government is concerned we are only anxious to see all the principles of
local self-government carried out to the fullest extent. At the same time, I would remind you
that Government has placed on it the IGSPOHMb‘ht}' of seeing that these principles of self govern-
ment are properly used. Itis absolutely necessary that those who are put forward to represent

the people in such an institution as a muni

cipality should watch over aud take proper care of the

interests of those committed to their qllal'ge'. On looking baqk' to see what were the reasons which
actuated the Government of the day in coming to such a decision in 1890, I find that in 1890 the

number of meetings were sma

11 and poorly attended, the average attendance being less than one-

* half ; registers of taxes were out of date and no attempt was made to reviso them ; the arrear col-

leotions were gross

ly neglected; the current collections were very unsatisfactory ; education was

» ! . hools were very poor, nearly half of th i
tat . the rosults achieved by the s y boor, noar'y hall ot tho grants of this
; rz; rllcéilla(x)'%’ 34 1:dfninistrati°n used. to be allowed to lapse; the vaceination of children was wholly
neglect'e d; the registration of vital statistics was imperfect ; sanitary defeots remained unremedied

and large liabilities incurred in years provious to 1889-90 were left unpaid. This, I should say,

appears to be a strong indictment to bring

forward against the Municipality of a large town like

Calicut. Since then, and in consequence of this fact, a paid Chairman was appointed and Govern-
mentulooked for better results. With some exceptions I do not know that the reports submitted
gince then show any great improvement. Therefore, you may say, as you have said, we are no
better off now than then; but, a8 far as I oan see, there are gpod signs of improvement which I
trust will be further developed_ before long. I can assure you that as soon as satisfactory

accounts come in, Government will not oppose any recommendation the Collector is able to make

t ivi be restored to you I hope that date will not be long delayed, and th
hat the priv 0 cg e e osition to give back the privilege. As I said beforeg, Govgrmx;aggt do:st 1:::

shall find we are In & P

7—(; k M‘,,(, wish to take it away or keep it awzg from you longer than is absolutely necessary. As soon as

todl ¥ Mn we have better accounts of you

T am sorry I cannot give you @ more
/'_——-/‘

overnment will restore the privilege,
satisfactory answer.

As matters are now,

Address of the Timber Merchants of Calicut.’

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELI,ENCY,“'The undersigned inhabitants of Calj

fully beg to aﬁ)proa.ch your kx
herein set forth w h
for your Excellency’s memorialists the re

cellency with this humble memorial in the hope

. . gideration of your K ’
{11 meet with the con llief thoy seek). ur KExcellency’s Government and obtain

out most respect-
that the matters

1. The Tahsildar of Oalicut has issued notice, copy of which is marginally noted, to the

You are hereby directed under orders from the Board of

Revenue to remove all timber, &c., stored and i‘i‘:;“‘kegnz)i'
you on Government land forming the hank of T int of
river in Naguram amsam within 20 days from fh?e_o erpucr)e
this notice ; failing which, & quit rent of Rs. ndslzn i
wii) be charged on all the said Government lan you
possussion.

You are ulso requested to sign on the back of the ?zc"m&
panying duplicate nofice n token of having geen 1, an
to return it.

timber merchants of Cal;
t ) cut, to th
if the timber stored on “,Govelj;xflfefgzt lts:lxg

forming the bank of the Kallai river” is not

removed within 20 4
& quit-ront of Lts. 25 (t;ys from the date thereof,

on sl such lands. per acre will be charged

2. That the timber trade i i
i e in Caliout f
one of the most important, if not tﬁem;os: 1111?:
portant, trade of the town needs no particular
mention, as the trade statistics of Malabar will
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abundantly prove it. The annual timber export both by sea and by rail is very large. That
the revenue to Government arising therefrom is a very large item of their income from Malabar is
also sufficiently clear. At present, the timber merchants have to pay under various heads an
enormous sum in the shape of license, land and profession tax to the municipality. land and
income tax to the Imperial funds, a registration fee for stamping their names on the timber,
and in some cases rent to the several proprietors of lands on the margin of the river. The fact
that two-thirds of the population of thie town entirely depend on this branch of the profession for
their livelihood emphasizes the importance of the trade. ,

3. The lands adjoining the river are the Jenm properties of private individuals, and though
timber is at present stored thereon, still it is absolutely necessary for the purpose of trade that
they should be placed within reach of the water, and consequently in the river and on the land
between high and low wate: mark, as will be apparent to all who have ever had occasion to see
the storage of timber at Kallai. Tt is this land that is now described by the Tahsildar as Govern-
ment land—a elaim which isnot admitted by the proprietors of the lands boxdgrn_)g the river and
which your Excellency’s memorialists are informed will be difficalt of substantiation.

4. This system of storage has been uninterruptedly carried on from time out of mind and
long before the Dritish Government or other foreign Government ever established their supremacy
over Malabar, and no Government has ever up to now interfered with this right of the timber-
trading population of Calicut, nor has any attempt ever been made to charge the traders making
use of the river for such use.

5. Your Excellency’s memorialists have been advised that the action by the local authori-
ties in making this demand is illegal, both on the ground that there is no foundation for the
claim that the land lying between high and low water mork is the property of Government, and
that even if that be so, the uninterrupted user of such land for over sixty years has extinguished
any right that the Government may have had to make such a claim. Be this however as it may,
your Kxcellency’s memorialists beg to bring to your txeellency’s notice that, in the circum-
stances detailed above, they feel it a very great hardship both to them and to their families, not
to speak of those dependent on the trade, to be compelled to obey the mnotice aforesaid which
makes it peremptory either to remove the fimber—an utter impossibility, as timber on the banks
of Kallai river eatends to a space of about 40 acres—or to pay & quit-rent of Rs. 250 per acre—a
sum equal to, if not in excess of, the actual value of the land ; and they therefore most respeet-
fully pray that your Excellency will condescend to t.ake the matter into your Kxcellency’s
consideration and pass such orders as will restore things to the state they were before the

issue of the notice.

6. In this connection your Excellency’s memorialists beg to bring to your Excellency’s
notice another grievance they are labouring under. The mouth of the Kallai river is every year
blocked by deposit of sand which causes considerable difficulty in landing on, or shipping from,
the river and often effectually prevents anything being done in this way. 'l'hat trade must
suffer by this periodical deposit of sand need not be particularly mentioned. ‘Though this
matter has been brought to the notice of the local authorities, nothing has been done to prevent
the closing of the river. Your Excellency’s memorialists therefore prey that this matter al:o
may have the consideration of your Kxcelleney’s Government, and that it may please your
Excellency’s Government to direct the local authorities to attend to the same.

In conclusion, your Excellency’s memorialists pray that, in the interest of an important
branch of trade which materially contributes to the prosperity of the chief town of Malabar,
your Excellency will be graciously pleased to consider the matters now submitted and afford them
adequate relief, for which act of kindness your Excelleney’s memorialists shall, as in duty bound,
every pray.—Calicut, 14th October 1893. '

————

His Ezxcellency’s Reply.

A deputation of timber merchants of the Kallai river next waited on His Excellency
with & statement in the form of an address complaining, among other things, that nothing
was being done by the authorities to keep the mouth of the river open. As a matter of fact,
however, about two years ago Government was prepared to undertake the work if the merchants
would consent to place funds at the disposal of Government to meet the ini’cia.l'cost. This sum
was caleulated by the Executive Engineer to be Rs. 1,000, which would be repaid out of the fees
collected from the merchants on the timber which was ’ﬂoated out of the mouth of the river. His
Excellency enguired through an interpreter of the spokesman of the deputation, a venerable
Moplah gentleman, if the merchants were prepared to deposit Rs. 1,000 as a fund to defray the
initial cost of opening the bar. The spokesman, after 8 consultation with the other members of
the deputation, stated that the river bar was now open; but that when it silted up they wero
prepared to deposit the money. They also consented to pay the scheduled rates for floating logs,
planks and scantlings out of the river on condition that they were not required to pay any more
taxes. It was, however, represented to him that the High Court had ruled that recent acoretions
in the river were the property of Government, and tha to control the river in the interest of their
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tlliade (1)t was absolutely necessary that a nominal quit-rent, which Government proposed to fix at
dﬂ- . :;d per aere, should be levied on these accretions. The Moplah gentleman at first stoutly
t:I}I the right of Government to these aceretions ; the Fligh Court's decision, he thought, applied
to islands forming in the bed of the river; the river banks had been their property from time
}mmemc_mal,. certainly since the last hundred years during which they had plied. Reing driven
brom this point by his Excellency, he at length conceded that the land did belong to Government ;
ut took refuge in the statement that, having to bear the burden of six or seven other taxes, they
could not pay the new taxes that it was proposed to levy. 1f this policy on the part of Govern-
ment was persisted in, it would, he said, ruin the timber trade of Calicut. Hix }l):hcellency took
great pains to assure him that the quit-rent proposed to be levied was merely nominal and could
not by any means ruin the timber trade of Calicut. The spokesman, after much discussion.
eventually agreed, but with much misgiving, to a quit-rent of Rs. 6 per acre being lovied.
fhnother consultation with his fellow deputationists being held, he came back with the suggestion
at the quit-rent should be Rs. ¢ per acre. His Excellency informed him that he was not there
to haggle over the matter, but as the intention of Government was that the quit-rent was to be
nominal, and sineo the deputation desired it to be Re. 2 per acre, it should be that amount. The
spokesman further agreed to the scheduled rates of fees on timber floated out of the river and to
pay the deposit of Rs. 1.000 towards the fund for opening the bar. His Kxcellency informed the
deputation that it was calculated that Rs. 1,600 would be the ineome from the fees for timber
goated out of the river ; bu.t if the collections exceeded that amount the excess would be returned, as
tlove.rnment had no intention of making money out of the soheme, but merely wished to conserve
o river for the purposes of their trade. The deputation then withdrew after calling down
blessings on the Governor for the favorable consideration he had accorded them.

Adiress of the Mercantile Community of Calicut.

Your ExcerLLrNcy,—We. the representatives of the mercantile community of Calicut, have
the honour to offer a hearty welcome to your Excellency and Lady Wenlock to this prosperous
and beautiful portion of the Madras P’residency, and we can assure you of the feelings of loyalty

to the Throne, and love of Jaw and order, which is felt by us and those we represent.

We take advantage of this the first visit of ycur Excellency to Malabarto bring-to your notice
a few questions of vital importance to this town and district. In anticipation of your kxcellency’s
visit a meeting of European and .N ative merchants, manufacturers, land-owners and others
interested in the welfare of the district was held at the Viotoria Jubilee Hall, and it was
resolved. to address your Iixcellency on the following subjects, viz. :—

(1) Railway extension. (3) Municipnl affairs.
(2) The formation of a Port Trust.

Railways.—The oxtension of the pressat Line of railway is one of the most important
guestions affecting the adva.ncement' and prosperity of the Malabar district. The initial mistake
of placing the western terminal station of the Madras Railway at Beypore was happily put au
end to on 2nd January 1688 by the opening of the line to Calicut, aud the most sunguine
anticipations of the Railway Company and t}le d'eputahon.who met Sir Theodore Hope, when
that gentleman visited Calicut te deeide whether the extension to Calicut was to be made or not,
have been more than realized, as can be shown by the imrmense increase in traffic at this end of

-

the line and the interest paid on capital expended on the extension.

The time has arrived when active steps should be taken to comnmect the chief port
Malabar with each other and the Wynaad plateau, and also with the Provinces of COI(;(:‘g sanoé
Mysore, by rail. '

There is a scheme now under consideration for eonstructing a railway from Mysore to
Mangalore. 0

£ there is room for two lines to connect the coast with the plateau, between Man

Calicut, both inclusive, Mangalore should most probabty have one, but we fear that there i%aizii:(ﬁ
for two, and assuming this to be the case, it is obvious that the best route with the best outlet or
port on the coast should be _seleoted_- It is well known to those who are connected with
shipping on the coast, that Tellicherry is facile princeps the best port within the limits stated

It is provided with a natural boat harbour, and is generally so well protected that shipping
operations are seldom impossible even 1t the monsoon.  1ts shipping need not, therefore ew?e?r bg
burdened with heavy dues to meet the cost 'O‘f, or ivterest on, break-waters or other marine luxuri ?
Calicut unfortunately is not protected a8 Pellicherry is and has no boat-harbour, and Man 1es o
is the worst off of the three ports. All connected with the shipping of that ’port knowgafo_re
dangerous bar, which, even in April, often renders .shlpping operations difficult and da kg
and which renders such operations altogether impossible during the monseon. HEeroRs,
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~ Engineers and others tell us that harbours can be made at Mangalore or Calicut : possibly
g0, but their enormous cost would eventually result in trade being driven from those ports to
Tellicherry ! Now, assuming thut Tellicherry is admitted to be the best, and at the same time
a central outlet, the next question is as to how the proposed line of railway should run with a
view to serving the district generally.

As a first step we ask that our good frionds the Madras Railway Company be permitted to
extend up the coast to Tellicherry and Mangalore. It has been stated, and it is gratifying news,
that the exteunsion from Beypore to Calicut, though necessarily very costly, pays well, and there
can be little doubt that an extension up the coast through a densely-populated and rich district,
embracing the towns of Coilandy and Badagara and the French Settlement of Mahé, would pay
equally well.

As regards connecting the Mysore and Coorg plateaus with the West Coast, the Mysore
Government are ready, we are informed, to extend their line to such poigt on their frontier as
may be fixed on as the best line to the coast.

From flying surveys and a careful examination of the country it has, we believe, been
demonstrated that a line can be made starting from Mysore City or Seringapatam, through
Western Mysore and the richest part of Coorg, to Tellicherry. Such a line will be about 130
miles long and might be taken up for construction by the Madras Railway Company or the
Southern Mahratta Railway Company.

Salt, kerosine-oil, rice, bulky manures (which are much required) and other commodities
would in this way find an easy entrance to our hill districts, coffee and timber and all the
produce of Mysore and Coorg an easy exit ; and by this scheme our coast backwaters would once
more be bridged and the district generally opened up.

As feeders, loop lines might run from Gudaltr throngh Malabar-Wynaad to the head of
the pass down which the line would run, and from Hassan down through Mysore to the same
point. The Mysore Government would probably supply the latter and possibly other feeders.

The proposed line, with its Gadalar feeder, might in certain eventualities be of considerable
gervice to Government, as troops, &e., could be very easily concentrated at Cannanore from
Bangalore and the Hills for embarkation to Upper Indis, &o.

Another much needed line of railway is an extension of the Madras line to Palni and
Dindigul via Palghat or Pédanfir. These lines would shorten the distance between Calicut and
Dindigul by 127 and 110 miles, or thereabouts, respectively, and would eventually put Malabar

in direct railway communication with Quilon, Trivandrum and Tuticorin.

Madura produces oil-seeds and cakes largely, for which there is a large demand in Malabar,
but the importation is completely barred now by the cost of carriage over 315 miles—the distance
to Dindigul ¢ia Erode and Trichinopoly.

Malabar in times of scarcity could send large grain supplies to the Madura and adjoining
districts by this short line at a moderate cost for carriage. Lhe pilgrim traffic to Palni would
be of considerable importance in estimating the profits of this line. The construction of this
railway has already been pressed on Government by the merchants of Palghat; the planting
community of the Wynaad and N ilgiris are deeply interested in its construction, with a view to

being able to get labour readily and cheaply from the Madura district for their tea industry.

Port Trust.—The port of Calicut contributes a very considerable sum yearly in the form of
“ dues; ” the amount can readily be arrived at by referring to the annual public accounts of
trade, &e. The entire amount of the dues collected here and at other coast ports goes to Madras,
and no inconsiderable portion of these funds have been swallowed up, we believe, in the construos
tion of the Madras harbour, &c’, while little or nothing is dome to improve our port. The pier
erected by Government bad to be taken over, and is for the most part maintained, by a few
mercantile firms.

When His Excellency Sir Grant Duff visited Calicut this matter was brought to his notioe,
and he personally cordially agreed to our proposal that our funds and all matters connected with
the port should be managed by a Port Trust. Unfortunately this matter was not followad up at
the time, but we avail ourselves of this opportunity to bring the necessity for a Port Trust
prominently to the notice of your Excellency. And in this connection we should beg of Gov-
ernment to extend the morthern limit of the port, so as to enable shippers and consigho® o
cargo to send off and land goods at the Varakal beach, when, as is 80 frequently the case 1n May
and June, this is the only sheltered spot where shipping or landing operations can be carried on.

For the past 40 years shipping and landin rations have been carried on at Varakal
beach at all times when the statgpof gt:he wea?:her gn(;) p:ea prevented cargo-boats touching at any
point within ‘port limits ; objections have recently been raised t0 the use of this beach for shipping
and landing cargo and passengers on account of its being beyond the limits of the port. No
objection can be made to extend the limits and so fagilitate the sea-borne trade of our port.

‘Wo further have the honour to ask your Excellency t0 consider the question of having a road
constructed out of Port funds from the Custom-house to the Varakal beach, as such a road is
urgently required by merchants for conveying goods for shipment to Varakal, where a large, open
customs shed is much required for the protection of cargo. 3
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By an arrangement made by His Excellency 8ir Grant Duff with the merchants of Calicut,
(':hefp}er v‘rias handed over to a small Company in the year 1883, and it has since been maintained
in fair order.

No additions have beon made to the pier such as the trade of the port call for : the present
T. head is much too small and unsuitable for landing rice, &ec.,—a great drawback to its public
usefulness. We beg that with the creation of a Port Trust arrangements should be made for the
taking over the pier from the Calicut Pier Company, Limited, adding to and improving it for the
public benefit.

" Woe think the following figures connccted with the trade of the port may be of interest to
your Excellency, and they show the growth of the sea-borne trade :—

1S,
187718, Value of Exports .. .o Yo .. 40,565,096
. ” Imports . ) oo o0 1,22,66,004

Total .. 1,63,21,100

— | ———

1883-84. Value of Exports . .- .o .. 5314,884
Imports .. .o . .. 40,10,711

—— e ar—_

Total .. 93,25,5698

”

- l‘t . . .o .o 77 74,080
182-93. Value o ?;%%r& ot lL L 8415367

»

P —— ————

Total .. 1,11,89,447

In 1877-78 large quentities of rice Were imported during the famine. The exports bave

steadily increased. . )

The timber trade of this port is one of considerable dimensions and has been carried on from
time immemorial along the banks of the Kallai river, the land on either side of which belongs to
Janmis (Landlords) who have hitherto exercised their rlgl}ts of ownership unchallenged, and have
stacked and kept their timber on the river frontage of their lands. Now, woe are informed, orders
have been issued to tax all these timber depots, and th3s the owners resent as an illegal and
oppressive act. We pray your Kscellency to enquire into this matter. The timber trade is &
large and important one ; 8nco the exteusion of the railway into Calicut two stcam-saw mills have
been erected at Kallai, one to the east and one to tho west of the railway, with sidings running
into the mills, and a third saw-mill is now n prospect, all adding to the industrial importance of
our town, and the profits of the railway in carrying sawn timber to the East Coast, Kolar Mines,
and elsewhere.

We cannot but think that some misapprqhension exists regarding the own .
foreshore or river frontage, or (on the Janmis’ side) with refereue% to th% proposed iﬂlp of the

The permanent opening of the m01_1t_h of the Kallai river is a matter demanding t
and specit})l attention of the Port authorities, both from a commercial and sanitar;nstlsﬁgdpt(l)?net%ﬂy

Several of our body are proprietors of coffee-curing works which emplo ider-
able number of the poorer classes of the population at healthy and easy w}orky; %eivsgyhfto;:;%g{y
connected in busiuness with plapters, custodians of their property, and representing proprietors ot
coffee estates in different parts of the coun{,ry , these gentlemen beg most respectfully to join in
the plante rs’ appeal to Government )tor the iberal amendment of Aot VIII of 1878 (as pointed
out in the memorial of the Nilgiri Planters Association), and that it may be strictly enforced in
every taluk of Malabar. At present thOCA(l’;O_ is pot in force in the Palghat taluk although all
the cotfee crops from the Nel.lfamp?thx { ae in) hills pass through this taluk en route to the coast
for curing and ghipment. ‘I'be Cochin overnment are, we are glad to find, taking steps to
apply a similar Act in Cochin term'coryl-I Exeall o

Finally, we have the honour.to ask your Excellency to favourably consider t i

ittingy"c’he rate-payers of Calicut to have once more the right ofy electing tll:si;l Sﬁgggpﬁ
councillors and Chairmsan, 88 prayed for 1 the memorial presented to His Excellency the
Governor in Council in 1890. o and ioclined ¢ -

Hoping that you may be able and inclined to revisit our district at some future ti
that youI;' ngcellegcies may be able to look back with pleasure on this visit.—-(,'alicu: r&;,moi,zzﬁ
1893.

——

His Excellency’s Reply.

The address these gentlemen have presented to me deals with three points. Fi

with regard to the question of railway extension they ask that the railwaypshousld bflz:tteonfd:g
from Calicut to Tellicherry and ;'Mm‘.galore. I have already explained to another deputation
that, as at present advised, 1 think 1t mOLO desirable to connect the ports on the sea-coast with
railways that run into the interior, rather than make lines which will only compete with the see
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traffic. With that object a reconnaisance has been made between Mangslore and Tellicherry to
connect with the South Mshratta Railway. As regards the extension of the railway to this
part of the country, I hope it will be found possible for gentlemen to come forward with capital
to construct them as a private enterprise. These gentlemen will see that it is not within the

ower of the Madras Government to construct a railway itself, but that the Government of India
Eas entire control over the State Railways. The Madras Government has recommended to the
Government of India several proposals to extend the railways to the West Coast. The Port
rust is the next question they bring forward, and ask that such a trust should be formed for the
purposes of the port of Calicut. I will look into the matter and will give it my careful consider-

ation. They then ask that the port ghould be extended to the Varakal beach. I understand| _ 7. 0.0« Defé

that there is an objection to extending the port as a port as far as that; but those of the
merchants who wish it may land or ship goods from that beach during the monsoons when the
weather there is calmer. ‘The Collector here will undertake to see that proper facilities a1e give
for the purpose on their paying the necessary espenses. AS regards the Toad from the Custom-
house to Varakal beach along the s¢ a-shore, 1 am informed that it will be extremely expensive on
account of its foundations. (His Excellency suggested that the existing road, half 2 mile inland,
should be used which joined the Cannanore road which led to Varakal beach). The next point
they mention is with regard to the pier. They asked that the Port Trust should take over
charge of the pier and impreve it. As regards this I find that gome years ago ‘1 1882, the pier
was handed over to a Cempany who undertook to look after it, Government contributing two-thirds
of the cost of putting it in order. This year, in May, complaints were made by the Presidency
Port Officer thut the pier was not in good condition. A Board of Investigation was held which
found that Messrs. Peirce, Leslie & Company considered it quite satisfactory and met all the
requirements of the port. Wo must believe Messrs. Peirce, Leslie & Company, who are doing such
a large business bere and must know what the requirements of the trade are. The next question
they go into is the question of the Kallai river. 'That point has just been thoroughly threshed
out and I hope the arrangement we have now come to will prove satisfactory. The next point
they mention is in connection with the Coffee-stealing Act VIII of 1878. With regard to that
there is a Government Urder on the subject which came out about a fortnight ago, by which the

rovisions uf the Act were oxtended to the Palghat, Walawanad and Ponnéni taluks. The next
point they mention is the election of a Municipal Chairman. 1 have already pointed out to a
deputation that waited on me in counection with this matter that Government will be pleased to
restore the privilege as soon a8 it is satisfied that the affairs of the Calicut Municipality are in a
satisfactory condition. In conclusion, 1 bave to thank you for the address you bave just
presented to me and to assure you that I am pleased to see you here to-day.

Address of the Inhabitants of Palghat,

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR ExcELLENCY,— We, the representatives of the inhabitants of Palghat
and its neighbourhood, while cordially welcoming Your Excellency and Her kxcellency Lady
Wenlock to our district, gladly avail oursclves of this opportunity, so graciously accorded by
Your Excellency, of submitting the following on a subject which is of great moment to our

town and indeed to the distriet and Presidency at large, viz., the extension of the Railway from
Palghat to Dindigul and to Cochin.

2. We respectfuily beg to mention that, at the beginning of the year 1891, the inhabitants
of Palghat and its neighbourhood submitted a memorial to Your Excellency in Council inviting
our aftention to the need that existed for the extension of the present Palghat branch of the
adras Railway to Dindigul and to Cochin. We have therein given accurate statistical infor-
mation showing that, on the assumption that 20 cart-loads go to a railway wagon load and 15
wagons to a train, it would require about 1,500 trains annually between Dindigul and Palghat,
about 800 between Palghat and Dindigul, about 1,000 between Palghat and Cochin and about
400 between Cochin and Palghat to carry the goods traffio slone. We have also therein shown
that about 8,000 head of cattle come from the Dindigul side monthly, and that & considerable
f_ortmn of these would be rail-borne. We have further shown that the passenger traffic on these
ines would be very large throughout the year owing to the enormous number of pilgrims that
%o to the Palnis, Madura and Remisseram. We have also further stated that the Broposed line
etween Palghat and Dindigul was strongly recommended by the Railway Committee of 1873
End by the Famine Commission, and approved by Your Excellency’s predecessor, Lord
onnemars.

3. We would invite Your Excellency’s kind attention, in this connection, to the opinion of
the Madras Chamber of Commerce, expressed by its Chairman in his letter to Government, in
which he drew its attention to the memorial of the inhabitents of Palghat, and stated that the
Chamber shared the opinion of the memorialists that such important towns 88 Dindigul, Cochin
and Palghat should be connected by a railway, that it would respectfully urge upon the Govern-
ment the great desirability of the construction of the lines indicated, both for the benefit of the
districte through which they would pass and of the Presidency generally, that it desired to
strongly support the proposal that the lines should be apdertaken by the Madras Railway Com-
pany, for by this means transhipment and delays at junction stations would be avoided, and there
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would be less risk of damage to goods in transit from break of bulk, that the direct connection by
broad gauge of these towns with the large towns of tho Madras Railway system to the east, and
in view of the opening of tho lately proj woted Hast Coast Railway would be of great advantage
to the whole Presidency, and that the Chamber ventured to hope that Governmont would give the
proposals contained in the memorial of the inhabitants of Palghat its best consideration.

: 4. Tt is a matter for sincere congratulation that Your Excelleney is reported to have said in
reply to an address presented at Madura in November 1892 as follows:—

“The main point brought to notice was the construction of two railways—the Dindigul-
Palghat and the Madura- Pamban Railways—and all he could siy was that he would only be
too glad to see these works completed, which would naturally confer great advantages on th;
people. But the matter rested entirely with the Government of India which had the disposal o
all monies connected with the construction and extonsion of railways. It had at present a large
and important project in Burma which was occupying its attoution, and other proj cets in oth:r
places, and consequently he thought it would not now be in a position to ofter much assxstanc: (;
any other lines. [le promised, however, to_do all he could to impress upon the Govemmeri od
India the importance of the schemes with a view to seeing whether the lines could not be complote

soon. Should he be successful, he assured them that no pains would be tpared on his part to
render them the assistance they needed.”’ ot y o

5. We have since learnt that projects which were under consideration only for a short ine
have a.lreagy %)eon sl;anctioned by thc? Gg)vemment of India, whereas the Dindigul-Palghat and the
Palghat-Cochin lines, whose importance had been acknowledged, have been left unnoticed for
soveral years. We have heard that, in some quarters, it has been su‘ggested that, if thore are lines
to Dindi 1 and to Cochin, they should gtart from Pédanar snd Shoranur or Pattémbi, respee-
tivel ng\}e most respectfully beg Your Excellency’s permission to state that, to us who know by
persgr;al experionce these places which are only insigniﬁcantuvﬂlixgge:ﬁ 1&%1:5111;)051:23&; ;())7 };;el;.‘%\;z

; i consideration at all. e rag 7 8u
;L]:,tis:g;tﬁ;ogp Osi:l:ulflf?;: Ee:gx t%;wfa:u?g alignment of its main line which avoids touching such
?

X 3 oimbatore and Palghat, though as regards some towns
§m111)0rta:nt tczbwns as l:t::)et(i «Z ?111;})1?’0;;11?;:;’ gf i)ranoh lines. If_gi;ny lines are started from Pédantr
o Shocanur of ligrrété bi guoh lines, we need scarcely 82y, will be quite unsuited for the purpose
and Shoranur or Fatidi s Tp ghat’ which has justly been designated the great emporiui.. of
for which they aﬁe ?ﬂpe‘lé a.n 4 the Wc;st Coasts of the Presidency, receives east and west goods
trade between the 9:, the first instance to Palghat, and then 'througl_x the traders of this town
which are largely sent.m e We are intimately a,o%ua,inted with the inhabitants of our district
forwarded to their dtﬁ u;,a;stue' Your Kxcellency that lines to Dindigul and to Oochin from any
and we can oonﬁden'ly divert the large trade which now exists with the town of P'alghat. The
other place woulﬁl tfa::o t%)iridigul will eonnect Calicut and Dindigul, passing through Pollachi,
a .

line from Palg by great impetus to trade. 'L'he line from Palghat to Cochin

ngmalpfﬁrang‘hl)&l:il’.igﬁ:;f%gsggowmg portions of the Malabar district and Cochin territory,
pass throu ?

. Sattikad, the timber of which for_ests is at present inaccessible,
and tap tho splendld foresti}?: o:n?i':t:;eatc; the nearest Railway station of Palghat.

: to cover .
bemg:;[ too fazlt‘;t)x’l (;re bog to mention that we have taken the liberty of addrossing Your
n con )

Exoellency on this subject whioh is of the highest importance to this and the adjoining distriots,
xoelleno , )

in the full assurance that it will receive Your Excellency’s most favorable consideration.

m——

His Excellency’s Reply.

—Tn answer to the address just presented, I beg to thank you in the first place
b%m;f’rg}mg:éy V\Iflen‘.o ck and myself for the kl.nd words' of weloome. it contains. The }x)nain
;2in: o? your address is conneoted with’ the question of railway exteusion on your part of the

country.
Tur ParcHAT-CocHIN Rammway.

olves, 1 wasvapproa,ched on the s_nb]eot at what I may term the other end of

.As youds;}’w}; :;ual"tts)10 by ,express myself thoroughly in sympathy with what was then presented
the line, and 1 on that occasion. 1 can only say to you who live at this end of the line that I
8. the words 1 said thep, but simply to express to you my thorough recogni-

district of Palghat in t,cllxe ma.ttter oftrmlway Ex!:enslilon.h But, as I pointed
3 ;jway extension does not rest so much in the hands of the Local

out them, the Q}:‘e“'t‘“;n }?afngr of {he Government of Indlg.. The poli.ey of the Government of
GOV.emment as: ot aside 8 © ortain sUm each year for railway extensions, and if rests with that
India has been t0 hich lines should be taken up first. The fact that your line, in the
ove 1o Local Government, should some time or another be constructed, has been laid before
opinion of the %% Tndis, an T can only toll you that it is down on its list for taking up at
the Government O When’ that time will be of course it is impossible for me to say or give any
some fature time. £ Tndis hes laid out & large sum of money lately in the Madras

3 e t .
.111’1(110'31;1;2& az(;\?a(i:ﬁfl;!;ﬂglsgedoon a large Work, the East Coast Railway, which, for some years
reside; A _
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to come at all events, will take up a large amount of the money it has at its disposal for spending
in the Madras Presidency. I am afraid, therefore, that I cannot hold out much hope of the
Government of India coming in your direction at present. As you may have seen, the Govern-
ment of India has lately promulgated rules for the guidance of persons who may wish to tuke up
railway extension as a private enterprise. I can only hope that some enterprising body of
capitalists may come forward and take up your railway as part of their enterprise. At the
present moment there is before the Government of India an application by a Mr. (Gale for
permission to construct the Palghat-Cochin line without any guarantee; but he asks for three
years to complete the survey and float the scheme. 'The matter is under consideration; but without
going into the question, I may say it appears to me that such a long time as three years does not
Jook favorable. I can only hope that somebody else will come forward to construct the line in a
more expeditious manner than that proposed by that gentleman and his syndicate. You pointed
out as regards the line, that you wish to see Palghat connected with Cochin direct without going
round by Shoranur. On that point I would like to say a fow words. The most recent survey is
the direct line from Palghat to Trichur and Karupadna (the head of the Cochin back-water). It
was carried out in 1889-91 by the Madras Railway, and is 602 miles leng, and is estimated to
cost Rs. 1,81,000 per mile. It crosses the Kutheran ghat and involves a tunnel 2} long between
Vatakkanjéri and Pattigod, costing 27 lakhs—gradients +4g. Since this survey, the Cochin
Durbar instructed their Engineer to report if this tunnel could be avoided. He stated that from
a rough examination it appeared possible by taking “he line further south between Vatakkanjéri
and Pattigod, the line would be lengthened one mile but the tunnel would be avoided. A detailed-
survey of this is now being made. The other routes from Shoranur and from Patt4mbi were
surveyed in 1868 und subsequent years by the Madras Hailway and estimated to cost about 1
lakh per mile, the length being 594 miles and 604 miles respectively. In reviewing the direct
line survey and estimates the Madras Government came to the same conclusion as the Board of
Directors of the Madras Railway that its cost was prohibitive, and that a better alternative would"
be to build a line from Pattdmbi or Shoranur to Cochin. So you see, as far as we can tell at

. Eresent, it is very much cheaper to build a line from Shoranur than frim Palghat, a lakh and a

alf & mile being the cost for the one and only a lakh for the other. Therefore, if anything is
likely to be done in the construction of this railway, it is more likely the cheaper route will be
adopted than the dearer one. The line you mention is one that has often been before us, and we
fully recognise its importance; but beyond recommending it, as we have already done to the
Government of India, I am afiaid the Government of Madres cannot hold out any hope itself to
do anything more on your behalf. 1 hope you will understand as far as my sympathy goes it is
entirely with you, and if it is possible to assist you to get the extension you ask for you may
depeni on our doing the best we can. I do not know that I have anything now to add to this,
but to thank you for your kind address and to assure you that it has given me great pleasure to
receive you here to-day-

His Excellency’s Specch at Kerala Vidhyasala, Calicut, Distribution of Prizes.

Tapiss Axp GEsTLEMEN,—I should like in the first place to express to you and all those
who are specially interested in this institution, the great pleasure I have experienced in being
here this afternoon to witness and preside at the distribution of prizes at the end of the last
year’s work of the school. It is naturally a matter of great satisfaction to one like myself who
has visited different parts of the Presidency to find the great interest taken in such an institution
as this. Government, as you are aware, are fully occupied in providing, as far as they possibly
can, a proper and suitable education to all classes and creeds within this country; but their
power of doing this is only limited by the unfortunate financial position which, I fancy, affects
more or less all Governments. If we had any power, we would double and even treble contribu-
tion from provincial funds for education in this country, but unfortunately education, like other
matters, has to be somewhat curtailed in consequence of the shortness of the provincial purse.
Therefore it is that we hail with great satisfaction the efforts which are made either by private
individunls or corporations to come forward and assist Government in that great work which the
Government have before them which they would like to see constantly pushed, viz., the cause of
Een_eral education It is not often that we find gentlemen in_the position-of the Zamorin of
Calicut coming forward and showing by their endeavours and efforts that they recognize the
importance of the subject. I think those who are in such 8 position, viz., those who have large
property, must recognigse that as their duty and as their privilege. I do not think there 18
attaching to the owners of the land any gfeater respo'nsibility than to provide a suitable and
proper education for those who are and more immediately connected with them, g,nd whqse
iuterests are connected with theirs in that position. Therefore 1 say that ‘it is with special
satisfaction I find in this particular part of the country the Zamorin of Calicut has come forward
to assist Government in providing as far as he ocan excellent edusation and instruction for boys
of the castes whose cause he particularly wishes to advance. 'I'he efforte which are made in his
bshalf are shown by the numbers which are attending this institution. The Principal has shown
us how the numbers have gone up from 306.to 320 during 1892 to 1893, and sinco then there has
been an addition of as many as 31, d.e, in the first few months of this year. This shows at all
events that this institution is popular among those for whom it i8 intended. I think the Principal
must be congratulated on being able to attract so many more within she walls of this institution.

4
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ié%xcfglea:agﬁiz t}meb{:}le Principal, naturally identified and closely connected with the work of such a
Ho oot » 18 obliged to confess that there are certain points in which he sees room for improvement.
the };f}lélts out what they are, and also points out at the same time there is & way for overcoming
Hz D 1h culties which have rather stupped the progress of this institution in its fullest development.
th shows us, too, that while proper atteuntion 1s being paid to the mental part of education,
' o physical part is not being neglected. The apparatus for gymnastics has been provided, and a
gymnasium has b.eqn built, and the authorities are doing all ‘that they possibly can to see that
while boys are recciving education in the class rooms, when they are within the college, they devote

roper attention to & very important part of cducation, viz., that of gymuastics. In all parts of

ndia—at all events in this part of the country—this portion of the education of the younger
children is not being neglected, and for some years past there has been a suitable provision made
in this respect. At all events in this school the difficulties in this direction are now being remedied
and attention is paid to that special branch of education. The Principal has referred to the extra
stringency of the Matriculation and F.A. Iixaminations, and in regard to that he is perfectly
willing to acknowledge that the Senate have a right to insist upon a still higher standard of
education throughout the country. T am glad to say that the progress of cducation throughout
this country is advancing with most rapid strides, and it is only necessary that as education
advances, still more stringeit examinations must be demanded from those who are receiving that
education. I hope that in a short time the general body of students will attain a higher and more
Perfect standard than they had as yet doze- It is also & matter of satisfaction to find that the
ibrary is being extended, and the Zamorin has shown an enlightened and liberal policy in granting
Rs. 100 a year for purchasing books. The students are availing themselves of the privileges,
and we may only hope that as the library increases so the readers within its walls will also increase.
The list of improvements read to us by the Principal is very satisfactory, and 1 hope he may soon
find himself reaching the limits of what he considers necessary for the proper development of the
school, so that a sounder and more erfect education might be given to those who come within ite
walls. 1 heartily and cordially wis this institution everﬂ success. Under the present P’rincipal
there is reason to believe that further progress and further improvement will be shown as time
goes on, and I wish him long life and prosperity while he is here and Principal of this institution.
(Cheers.) 1do pot know if uny further words are called for from me. To all students who have
come here to receive instruction I would say this, that this is the particular time of their life in

which only th(ﬁy can receive proper education so as to fit them for life, and those who choose to be
e

careless and idle at school wi repent it all their years after. To them education is the key which
opens the door of vast advancement in every degree of life they may be called upon to fill. To
gome the highest limit of human hafpiness is to enter Government service, and to these, 1 wish
to say, that Government service is limited, and it demands yearly a higher standard from those
who enter it. 'The competition is getting keener and keener, and the members secking Govern-
ment appointments are larger and larger, while the number of posts remains the same. There are
other openings to you in life, and even in them advancement cannot be got unless you have received
a perfect education. 1 sincerely hope that you will not throw away the advantages offered here
and you will take advantage of the younger yeaxs of life. If you do not doit, I am afraid 'ou,
will regret in years to come that you have not taken advantage of what has been so kindly z.nd
liberally provided you here. In conclusion, I beg to thank you for the great interest you have
ghown in this institution by your presence here to~day and express on behalf of those present the
gatisfaction we have had in being present ot such an intercsting ceremony as that which we have
been witnessing.

—
—————

Address by the Municipal Qouncillors of Tellicherry,

MY 1T PLEASE YOUR ExcrLLENcY,— With feelings of loyalty and devoti
of the Municipal Couneil of Tellicherry, have assembled heiye tz.day tg"g ég? ;'v:x’x :hﬁ z:gl:frs
and Lady Wenlock a hearty welcome on this the occasion of your visit to our litle town ency

Five years ago we had the honour of welcoming your Excellency’s pred i :
and we then availed ourselves of the opportunity to request his Exce)ilenlzy tch:;f{h’: f%%;g:gi:;
stone of the Jubilee Market, which his Excellency readily consented to do: and now, the
structure having been completed, 8 long-felt want has been satisfied. ! )

An unusual accident, the result of the severit)_' of last years’ monsoons, for i

diate attention a work of a very urgent nature, vis., the making of the Coast %%iffor%zfi I:lexxi\:{x
was so seriously damaged in oue part a8 to cause suspension of all traffic by that road and
to necessitate an allotment of 10,000 rupees towards ita re-construction and repair. We take
this opportunity of thanking your Exocellency for sanctioning the loan of 5,000 rup;aes we wele
compelled to apply for and which has enabled us to tide over what would otherwise have been &
great financial embarrassment, and to take immediate steps for the making of the road that is now
progressing satisfactorily.

Though visits like the present are regarded as opportunities for furnishi i
beseeohinggfavours, or representing grievances, yet, considering that other meansu:fgco(r’::l;xl:xrxlﬁ:t;g;z
ave available to us for such purposes, we will not detain your Excellency by any refercnce to them
here; but we shall be failing in our duty 8s the spokesmen of the rate-payers if we did not svail
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ourselves of this occasion to impress on your Excellency one matter the importance of which in a
commercial and social point of view can hardly be exaggerated— we mean our isolation from all
touch of railway communication.

The commercial importance of the town of Tellicherry is too well known to require statistical
proofs, taking as we do a prominent place in figures of export and import ; and though we fully
appreciate the edvantages we now enjoy, yet wo feel the want very keenly, and if we can hope to
have the benefit of such communication, at any rate with Mysore and Coorg, oxtended to us at no
distant date, the development of our trade and that of the neighbouring districts and provinces and
the rise of our town to the forefront of commercial importance will, we make bold to say, be
assured.

Permit us, your Excellency, to express to you our gratification at the honour you and Lady
Wenlock have done us in visiting our little town, and to assure you that we yield to none in those
quslities that stamp the subject as devoted and loyal subjects of the Queen-Empress, whose worthy
representative in this Presidency we have now in our midst. We trust that even after your
kxcellency leaves these shores, yours will be a career of usefulness to this country and that your
Excellency and Lady Wenlock, whose advent among us is a source of extreme pleasure to us, will
always have kindly recollections of this picturesque Little town of ours.— Tellicherry, Uctober 1893.

His Excellency’s Reply.

GenTLEMEN,—I should like on Lehalf of myself and Lady Wenlock, to express to you our
great thanks for the extremely kind manuer in which you have welcomed us to your town and
received us. We can only, on our part, express to you the great pleasure that we feel on coming
round to see the objects of the West Coast, among which Tellicherry may not be one of the least.
1n the address which yon present to us, you only mention one particular point which you consider
to be of special importance and which you wish to press home upon the attention of Government.
"T'hat is the question of railway communication, to which you feel yourselves so very much inclined.
1 think, just on landing, you will excuse me it T do not enter into this question just now. The
fact is that I have a large number of addresses to reply to, almost all of which touch upon this
important point. I think it will be hetter to reserve till afternoon the further consideration of this
question. You may be certain that this particular point will not be lost sight of. I think it
would be better to treat of it a little later than at present. But you may depend upon it that it
is one that I will be careful to allude to. I do not know that there is anything further for me at
the present moment to say beyond repeating the great pleasure that we feel in having been able to

be present here this morning.

Addvress of the Inhabitants of Tellickerry.

May 1t PLEASE YoUR ExcerLency,—We, the members of the Committee appointed at a
general meeting of the inhabitants of Tellicherry and its suburbs to be their representatives on this
great occasion of your Excellency’s visit, do respectfully and loyally welcome your Excellency
into our midst, as the kind and sympathetio ruler of the millions entrusted to your care by that
august and beloved Sovereign—at once the large-hearted mother of nations, the first lady of the
day, and among the best of rulers of any age or land.

We take this opportunity to assure your Kxeellency in person that we have a deep sense of
the blessings of British rule, and that we are confident of the desire of our rulers to promote the
interest and well-being of their subjects. And in this confidence we now venture to lay before
your Excellency some of our grievaneces, doing so with an abundant hope that our representations
will not all be vainly made.

Firstly, let us beg leave to tell your Excellency that all Malabar views with reasonable
alarm the approaching Settlement of this district, for there can be no doubt that the measure will
result in raising the land revenue to a prohibitive height. We have secn how the Wynaad
Settlement has raised the land-cess to such an extent that it has seriously affected the prosperity
of that taluk and has reduced thousands from opulence to beggary, and we cannot, from a elose
knowledge of our own affairs, expect that other results will follow were the Settlement laid down
in the other parts of the district. We beg leave to draw your Kxcellency’s attention to the fact
that land in Malabar is the private property of the people, and that any improvement now obser-
vable has been due to the unaided exertions of the  private owners,” who have received no aid
whatsoever from the State, either in the way of irrigation works, remissions of tax in seasons of
drought, or loans under the Agriculturista” Loans %ct. And therefore, the landowners feel it a
grievance that a Settlement should be contemplated which would virtually deprive them of a large

ortion of the fruits of their own industry. It would also be desirable to have all papers connected
with the Settlement given due and early publicity, as then the people would have timely notice of
operations that so closely touch their interests. At present they are in the dark as to the manmner
in which the Settlement programme progresses. We also beg leave to point out to your Excellency
tpat the collection of kist in four instalments every year, and at a season when the cultivator 18
simply unable to raise money on the produce of his fields, tells heavily on the country, and we beg
of your Excellency to give your earnest consideration to this matter.
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. Woe next beg permission to express ourselves on the important subject of railway extension
in this province. e will not weary your Excellency with facts and figures, doubtless already
before you, in support of our pleading for the extension of the railway from Calicut to Tellicherry-
Cannanore. But we can confidently assure your Excellency that the proposed line would tap 8
most fertile strip of territory, give an impetus to the trade of the southern portion of the Presi-
dency, and enhance the prosperity of a large section of the subject population.

. We.wo.uld ask leave also to say a few words about the Salt and Abkéri Laws as they operate
in this district. _ The enhancement of the duty on salt is a source of keen discomfort to the poorer
inhabitants, while the rigorous application of the Abkéri Laws has created grave discontent among
8 very peaceable and contented section of the people. Your Kxcellency might be aware that there
are means, not the most desirable, by which good results of Abkéri administration are arrived at.
We pray that your Excellency would move for the reform of both Salt and Abkéri administration.

o isVVe leave these our wants and grievances in your Excellency’s hands, feeling confident of
sue.

Tt now remasins for us earnestly and loyally to express the hope that Her Fxcellency Lady
Wenlock and your Excellency may derive much pleasure and benefit from this your brief sojourn
in our beautiful and historical district. We would hail the day that would sec your Excellency,
fol%r 3}11 permLog yo&;‘ hllgl{{ ofﬁ(cle is ove};}, coi?e back to rule again over millions in this countrﬁ.

ishing Lady Wenlock and your Excellency a long th.
e Y etor 1605, y . y a long, prosperous and happy career on ear

Ris Excellency’s Reply.

GintLEMEN,—I beg to thank you for the address which you have been kind enough to
present me on my coming here for the first time. Iam pleased to note what you say about
your deep sense of the blessings of British rule and of your confidence in those who are carrying
on thp administration (_)f this country. You then allude to one or two poiuts which you are anxious
to bring to the attention of Government; and the first you lay any stress upon is in connection
with sqttlement. As regards' the settlement in this particular part of the country, 1 do not think
gt the present moment I am in a position to give you any information. I understand the survey

as not yet been completed. The whole matter is now receiving the attention of Government,
zllxl'd in a short time we will be in a position to know what should be the course of action in

i8 part_mulax: dlstn(}t. But I can assure you that before the scheme is put into force every
opportunity will be given to those who are interested in the matter to make any rcpresentation
they wish to make to the Settlement officer and those connected with him. If necessary,
should be very glad to receive a deputation on the subject. I need hardly say that we do not wish
to introduce this measure harshly and rigorously, or in any way unjustly. But we are anxious
that all parties should .have an opportunity of citing their own case bcf}:)re anything is finally
concludeq. You mention one point on which you wish to see an alteration made, that is, 88
regards kmtbpndy. I have ascortained, as far as I can, the exact position of kistbundy, and it
appears_tha.t it bas been thoroughly gone into only a few years ago, and tho decision then arrived
at is still conmdgred to be satisfactory. You do not say yoursclves where you consider the
pressure of the. kist to lie. I find that this matter was again gone into, and the (Government
issued rules fixing four kists not earlier than December or later than May,’ and finally four equal
kists were sanctioned in 1889. The first erop is reaped in September-October, and tho kist is due
in December. Pepper crop comes in November and the kist in January. The two largest yields
pf cocoanuts fall due in December and January, and the kist in February. Tho second rice crop
is reaped between 25th January and 25th February, while the kist is in March. Those that went
into the subject at the time thought that these were the best arrangements possible. However, if
you point out how these kists press hard on the cultivators and if you specify what your points
are ?,nd send them through the Collector, I shall be glad to consider them. Govornment are
ansious that theso kists should be fixed so 88 to fall with tho least inconvenicnce on the cultivator.
This matter has only been looked into four years ago and these dues were fixed with reference to
Orop-hmests, a,nd_it is difficult to say bhow we can arrive at botter conclusions. If you mention
any points they will be considered. It appoars that there were originally ten kists and they were
o uced. to four, and there is no intention to reduce them to one, as there seems to be some 1des in
your minds t_ha.t they should be reduced to one. There is no intention of altering the present
system, and it is believed by those most concerned in the matter that the present system is the
best one. As regards railways as I said to the gentlemen who preceded you about this question,
I should be glad to see myself the railway system extended to Tellicherry, as it would be an
undoubted advantage to this part of the count_ry.‘ 'T'he question of ways an ,means is an impor-
tant one, and I am afraid you will get very little assistance from the local Government in this
matter, beoause all those have been taken out of our hands, and rest with the Government of
IGndla. You say the enhancement of salt duty is folt keonly by tho poor inhabitants; the loeal
D overnment has no power in this matter. The question of enhancoment of the duty is ::onsidered
ly the Government of India and was put on five years ago, and it is outside the powoer of the
ocal Government to do anything in regard to this matter. As rogards abkéri administration, I
am well aware there is a very large number of officers connected with this department who are 'in
constant communication with the people, and possibly there might be oppression and illegal acts
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committed by certain members of that department, and all I beg of you is that you should brin
these to the notice of the Collector, who will do his utmost to see that these laws are administereg'
in a proper and fitting manner. Tn safeguarding the interosts of the State revenues it is neces-
sary that these rules and regulations should bs strictly enforced. .I think these are all the points
vou have brought to my notice, and have to thank you in conclusion for your address, and assure
you of the pleasure I have had in being present here this afternoon.

Address of the Mercantile Community of Tellicherry.

Your ExcrLrLExcy,—We the European and Native representatives of the commercial entera
prise of this town, beg to tender to your Excellency and Lady Wenlock a most respectful weloome
to North Malabar, and at the same time to assure you that no class is imbued with feelings of
greater loyalty to Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress and to you as her represen-
tative here, than ourselves. :

‘While we fully appreciate the many advantages we enjoy, we gladly take the opportunity
of your Excellency’s presence in our midstto bring to your notice one or two matters which very
materially affect the future trade of this town, and which if carried out will not only benefit us
but the community in general.

Wo will not at the present time enter into details 88 regards statistios, as your Excellency’s
time is so limited, and reference can be better made at head-quarters as to these.

We may mention, however, that for many years Tellicherry has been the fourth port in the
Presidency as regards value of exports and imports, the ports taking precedence being Madras,
Tuticorin and Cocanada. :

We believe that the trade returns for the year ending 3lst March 1892 show a slight dimi-
nution, due to short erops of coffee and pepper, and a great decline on the value of the latter, and
1o the high price of rice at the producing centres checking imports ; but we think we are justi-
fied in saying that these causes are merely temporary. The official reports of the prospects of
coffee in Coorg show a considerable increase over those of last season, while the pepper crop is
expected to be very much larger than that of last season.

The imports of rice must tend to increase, as the district ecannot now grow a sufficient
quantity for the requirements of the existing and annually-increasing population.

Madras and Tuticorin have long had railway communication with the interior. Cocanada
is now being connected by rail. ~ Calicut has had a railway for some years with, we believe, the
result of considerably increasing the trade of the port. .

What, therefore, we respectfully beg to impress on your Excellency is the urgent need for
and importance of giving to Tellicherry railway communication at an early date with the country
generally.

For some years there have been rumours that the Madras Railway intended to extend its
Jine to Tellicherry, and we should heartily welcome such an extension.

There is at the present time a very large produce and passenger traffic between Calicut and
Tellicherry, and the intermediate towns of Quilandy, Badagara and Mahé, which would undoubt-
edly be greatly incrcased if a railway ran between the two former towns. We would point to
the great success of the Beypore-Calicut extension of 6 miles which, although in that short
distance two large bridges had to be constructed, already yields, we believe, over 5 per cent. net
profit on the outlay, chiefly, we understand, from passenger traffic.

At the same time we fccl convineed that a railway from Mysore through Coorg snd North
Malahar would be of far more importance to this port and the country generally, and have more
profitable results to all concerned than a line from Calicut.

This matter has been brought to the notice of several of your Excollency’s predecessors.

Such a line would pass through portions of the fertile district of Mysore, through Coorg,
where there are about 30,000 acres of almost continuous coffee cultivation of a very high class,
and the crop of which is this year expected to be over 8,000 tons of plantation coffee alone,
besides several thousand tons of native-grown coffee, and through the distriet of North Malabar
the castern portions of which are thickly wooded with more or less valuable timber for which
there is much demand in Bombay and Kurrachee—the western division full of pepper gardens,
the produce of which also comes to this port for shipment.

Much of the rice and salt imports go to Coorg and Mysore, and such a line as we suggest
would afford a cheap outlet to many kinds of produce grown throughout Mysore —sandalwood,
oils and seeds of various descriptions, which,if exported now, have either to go by train to Madras
gome 300 miles, or still further to Bombay, whereas the distance to Tellicherry 1s about 120
miles,

To give your Excellency an idea of the cost of road traffic, we would mention that it now costa
to bring coffee down from Coorg, a distance of, say, 60 miles, about Rs. 20 per ton, while the cost to
Calicut by train for a similar distance would be about Rs. 4-4-0 per ton, and the cost of conveying
a ton of coffec to London, 8,000 miles, is only about 35 shillings or, 58, Rs. 28!
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These 30,000 acres of coffee require 1 i
. ‘ A 0 quire large annual supplies of ext
which would be greatlr increased (tending to increased cfc?ps for tlexz rx:a.?lev?}al; I:Lag:ir:;’ ;231111)8%3:

for the ¢ . L 2
manure. normous cost of upward carriage, which in some cases is as much as the coast cost of the

We need scarcely remind your Excellency of the immense benefit which it would be to the‘

country at the Eastern end of the proposed line to have an alternative route in case of famine by

which to throw grain into the distressed district i i ich 1
HBppor wias th b oy e ot ofssuppiy. cts, and so avoid the congestion which is so apt to

The port of Tellicherry is particularly well situated for being the outlet of a line such as we

have advocated. Shi i i
| ) pment is easy and cheap, and
year, except during bursts of the xionsoon. d san bo oaried on, wo may sny, throughout (b2

We believe that those ex
_ i perts who have gone over the country which would be traversed b
the proposed line consider that the facilities for easy aud chea;y conlsltrLZZiogil are greater thax};

in other distriets which have been examined with a view to railway extension to the West Cosst.

In the meantime we would respectfull i i isti
of commn s oantime & directions.spee y suggest that more attention be paid to existing means

On the Southern side, the Ellattoor and Quilandy bri ; i i
s ) y bridges have been down sinco 1882, involving
Tgrhe:glsgllﬁ)t: passengers and goods traffic and much exposure to the former during the monsoon-
etween Calicut and Badagara is in bad repair, especinlly at the Pyolly Lock, where

frequently goods have to be unloaded and i i : '
Malé has been down for over 14 month:n curred from ono sido fo tho oher, The bridge o*

On the Northern side the Koduvally bridge has b i
: cen d 1 d beyond
8 few beams on the bank of the river chre is Eo sign ofe I:océsrlr:tiﬁt:t?%tf?r nhout 8 year, SE

passeTnhe wan{\I of this bridge is much felt by the poorer classes. T'he lato bridge was freo for foot
g gers. Now the poor grass-cutter or coffee workwoman, earning perhaps one anna and eight

e8 per day, pays her two pies for being conveyed aor i i
X oss, whilo any one connected with the
ducational department, drawing perhaps %{s 40/(?0 a month’, passes frZo.

In the Eastern direction the road to Merea jer i
ra near the Coorg frontier is very often during the
dry season & mass of small boulders, in the monsoon a sloughgof despond, leZding to breaking

down of carts and consequent del i ¢
of carriage of exports ar?d. impo:t: y and risk of loss of valuable property, and onhancement of ¢o8

Another matter to which we would draw your Excollency's attention is that of & pier.

It is now a good man i i i ' .
y years since the construction of a pier first occu ied tho attention of the
Government officers of the district, and it has long been knol\)vn that therepis an enormous surplus

£ : - .
%elggl:pf:&dgnr:ﬁr:{;zﬁ from dues levied from ports on this coast, and felt that very little was

suita%l};e{o(;hitf difficulty as regards the pier has been the choice of a site that would be most

le 10 e requirements of th ; o i view the marine
peculiarities of the%lace. s of the Buropenn snd Native trade, koeping i VIo%

As your Excellency ma i i R
h y have noticed, a more or less continuous reef runs from nearly
°P¥t°§}te the Protestant Churoh—first westward and then southward. Tho mercontile part of tho
qu dsles to the southward of this reef, so that the shipping place is sheltered from the preveiling
inds and swell which come from north and west nearly all the year round.

The two main Bchemes have been (1) 8 pi j i i h
pier or jetty starting from somo point of the beac
between the Church and Custom-House, aod (2) a nsuchy mote ;m{i)itli'ous :chomg for an extensive

boat. i
v:')es ;::EO(Ert;oelﬁﬁigzned by constructing & sea-wall from the shoro fo tho recf of rocks to the

‘We are unanimously of opinion that a jetty would suffice for the requirements of the port.

At present all cargo is shipped into boat, i ighi

from 15 to 18 owts. 'These 31‘1)1131 lla‘czats s, each carrying about 12 bags of goods weigirg
0 18 . go alongsid i 20/ t of

cargo) which lie a short distance from the shore, geide barges (onrry Tng <0725 tone weish

In fine weather the sea is qui ippi
v a is quite calm at the shipping place, but rough weather or & strong
B::ezees szzdlsdml a swell which Rroduces & surf alongehoref lt)md a piler o(:'ujgett;-efalongside whie
o n?a o \lvlvh'l 01?3 boyom.i this beuch. B}IPfso 88 to obviate the risk of valuable cargo being
damaged while being carried through it in the small boats—is all that is xequired.
%rll;ﬂartiemarks apply to imports.
_When the sea is so rough that there is a surf v
1 urf or more or less brok ater at the presen
t?x:dxl-:gf 1;1&? rr‘fd tl;g t:l;lgee, it means lc"ougher water further out, espe:?n-l?; l‘)ve oud the shglter. of
stonmers to o 0. no one would care to ship cargo, and barges could not go alongside

We would venture to suggest that th i
enhanecl ggest that the use of the pier should not be compulsory and thet
oonstmctiol:trt dues to cover interest on cost and cost of upkeep should not Y)e a condition of

The latter wi
The cost ;fw‘ﬁ]x&‘:ﬁ}l and could be met out of current Port funds.

has A may be looked on as merely a re t of f what the port
- already paid in excoss of requirements, end thereiorz eho Syxrxﬂ(tmb« :r ?nms:. N ¥
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1f the pier, 83 we think will be the tase, facilitates trade, it will be used by the merchants.
I£ it does not, it would be hard on traders to have to pay dues for a structure they do not use,
and it must be borne in mind that the chief exports by native merchants are of a description that
do not suffer much from a slight wetting. Meantime the surplus port funds seem to be of the
pature of the ¢ buried talent ’” of which some of us at least have read, and 1t appears des}rab]e
that a portion ghould be expended in such a promising work as the construction of a pier at

‘ellicherry.
te The Iy;ier chould have a T head with an assortment of cranes. These would be useful when
railway is constructed. oo ) .
the We h);,d the honour of bringing the subject of railway communication with Mysore before Hie
Excellency Sir Mountstuart Grant Duff, who however regretted that there were more important
works which claimed the attention of Government. . .

'fen years have elapsed gince then ; the trade and importance of the port have increased
materially in the interval. We see other ports getting vailway - communication with their
producing districts. We are left in the cold as regards a railway, and our water and road
communications have on the whole rather deteriorated than improved.— Zellicherry, 19th October
18Y3.

His Excellency’s Reply-

GentLEMEN,—] have heard with much interest the address which has ]Qst been read to me
from the mercantile community urging upon myself, as the representative of Government, various
wants and requirements which you focl are o necessary in this place to equip you to carry on
more casily the work which is at present before you in your .res1dence here. As naturally your
first point turns to the extension of railway system to Tellicherry, and_you point out that two
lines are in your opinion necessary for the improvement of the trade in this particular part of the
country, placing special importance on one more than the other, I am bound to say myself I
thoroughly sympathise with you in your views in this particular matter. I feel that extending
the railway system from inwards to Tellicherry should be preferred to one gong down from
here to Calicut, placing you in conmection with the Madras railway. Because as most of your
business is drawn from tile interior of the country, you naturally wich to be supplied with some
direct communication with those with whom you have connection. Regarding the question of the
railway 1 should like that my answer in this respect should be taken, not only by yourselves vyho
have presented this address, but also by others who have presented other addresses to me touching
on this question. If you will take one reply to different addresses on this particular point I think
we should all be mutually benefited. You must be fully aware, 1 suppose, tl}at as regards. the local
Government we really have no power to order the construction of the extension of any railway but
all that we can do is to recommend to the favorable notice of the Government of India any parti-
cular line, and they in their twn may not accede to the request which you may put forward.
It rests entirely with the Government of India to decide whether they will extend any railway
system in India in any particular year, and if they are engaged in other projects in other parts of
the country, we in this part of the country must be content to wait. Thave urged on the Govern-
ment of India on several occasions certain railways which I have considered, as'far as 1 could judge,
to be of very great importance to this presidency, and the Government of India have pointed out
with a great deal of truth that at the present time they have invested a large amount of money on
the construction of the Kast Coast Railway. L hey also point to the extensions i railway improve-
ments in connection with the South Indian system ; and they also point to the Bg]lary-Klstna
Railway as works in this particular part of the country which the Government of India have lately
constructed, and they say with some reason that Madras cannot complain of having been altogether
left out in the cold. I have always urged upon them the importance of considering other portions
of the country, as well as those to which they have already directed their attention. I hope tha::vﬁ
time their atbention will be directed more especially to the western portion of the Coast. YOE
be also aware that proposals have been submitted to the Government of India for constructing 8
roilway from Mangalore into the interior, and when that was coming up for consu}er&t}y;n wc;
thought it would be advisable to have the reconnaissance made a8 -regards the (:;dvxsa 1 ya I?d
extending the railway system, not only to Mangalore, but also to Tellicherry or to an'i:m?v(i)ﬁe’be <
the result of the reconnaisance that has been made has only just reached me, and nstlh .
some interest I will read to yott with your kind permission the note which I have go ere(.1 b
results of this reconnaissance are as under :—  The route from Mangalore to Hm;sxsant an (i)lll] 1(;
Arsikere on the Southern Mahratta Railway is 136} miles about hzzlt in Mysoreh tate a]I.I. 1 i
in British territery. The gradients are 1-100 except the Western Gbéts, wlggre they _arg ]Ifl x
for about 243 miles, and estimated to cost one-and-a-half lakhs per mile. The ren}a(}g()er o mile
line is estimated to coet about Re. 60,010 per mile. The total average cost 18 Rs. 7(}5 pert 3
or 94 lakhs—the metre gauge. The route from Tellicherry to Veera]‘endmpgf‘. lasglwet an
Y edetore to Mysore city is 1584 miles, of which 54 are in the Mysore Htate. 'he glrm] Th 8 are
1-90 except in the Western Ghits where they are 1in 40 for 8 miles, ccsting 1} lakhs per
mile. The total average cost is estimated tobe Rs. 72,500 per mile or 115 lakhs—metre 1glga.ugei
These are the two alternatives which are now before Government, and this mformat.xonh a8 onby
just been received. 8o far as the actusl cost is concerned the line from Mangalore 1: ct h?pi‘l;isx
gome twenty lakhs. I am not in a porition to say anything further about this 'poﬁn ?t s
the matter will receive our most careful attention. . I am very .glad. to have .had t g.o;épo :lxm y
of coming down here and learning what your own wishes &r0 in this particular subject, and you
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may depend upon it, as far as I am concerned, nothin i
X ] 1 ’ g you have brought forward will be
ﬁgltﬁed' If}llly_ sympathise with you in your position,yand without c%mmitting myself to
'1‘hy Eg dpﬁmte, it appears to me th_at, as far a8 I oan judge, there is room for both the railways.
theeive wo important ports might be linked up with the existing railway system of the country to
e e;y great advantage of all concerned, but if it comes to a conflict between Mangalore and
Ge icherry, their respective claims will have to be most carefully weighed. Meanwhile the
Wﬁ(v)e;rillrfent of India have promulgated certain regulations for assistance and guidance of thoso
o tc}())me forward to make railway extensions in India with privato capital, and these have
o ni; qus e&n published to the world, and when they are a little time before the publie pcople may
some czryvjv:afh ?lnd take them up. If anybody does come forward in that way and propose to us to
sonue 1e ellicherry with Mysore, I s}}all bemost happy. In that lies your salvation in the matter
ri.llr way extensx_on rather than placing yourselves in the hands of the Government of India, who
2;? eady committed to so many other railwavs. You then mention in your address that:, not
ma{t are you very badly off in the matter of railway extension, but you are very badly off in the
cherrer}(i 1'0%(15- On th{B point you say.that Ellathur and Quilandi bridges on south of Telli-
This{ a.v;) een down since 1382, mvolvmg great exposure to traffic and passengers in monsoons.
t's a fact, and Local Boards cannot afford to reconstruct them, especially while the railway
g:gs lt(ﬁl is under consideration, as a railway bridge, if made, can be made to accommodate carts
froixri 5 e1 _caze of Ferok and Kallai bridges. A _gentleman has made a proposal to make & railway
whethea cu ’t }t:_nd that has oply ;just come in, but he asked for so much time that I do not know
whet fOr ani‘yd ing farther will be done. But at all events it shows that people are prepared to
i will bl;awa ) andhlel only money can be raised, I should like to sco that railway made, because
oot Zlfr)i u&e . As regards bridges, I think it is very much better that the railway should
Betoract f‘ bridges on which ordma;-y traffic may be allowed to pass. You say that the canals
ot sn ! wlitl;l and Badagara are in a bad condition. [ am given to understand that tratfio
thin 1)1’0 assis 1(‘1011gh the canal except when there is trouble with the contractor. As regards
e asas een lealt‘ with by the President end further difficulties are not likely to be experi-
el faa:‘, stplfc;a. estimate has been r'ecently sanctioned for repairs. As regards the Mahé bridge
h beene ﬂdlf has been down since July 1892. An estimate has been sanctioned. There
of tha S Sgn_let edi}y m\ob@ammg sanotion for this estimate owing to the unfortunate inability
the Kod E i‘ln qumg_ Engineer to meet the Local Fund Engineer in consultation. As regards
e 19;11:& u r{kge it is dismantled for repairs; on removal of the timbers extensive renewals
sanétion o (l:rhwo(x?r s were found to be necessary. T'his necessitated an estimate requiring the
cononion o ) Yovernmer.lt, and in any case the work could not be undertaken until the fair
Pt n. c})lu mention that the people of the Educational Department’go over the bridge
o Fopris B%)petal;'s that the only persons of tho Bducational Department entitled to toll-free passago
ool e re : I? inspecting staff. As regards grass-cutters, I understand that the most of the
froo. but }C;nl ]G; south of the bridge. I admit it would be a great advantage to have the toll
tha et ,t}N ile these difficulties occur, persons interesto.l must try to accommodate themselves to:
of Merua on u(rlxtﬂ it is possible to eﬁegt an improvemont. You then mention about tho bad state
to cmcﬂg&trZﬁ . 1f due to any one, it is due.to tho neglect of the contractor, and he has failed
tract YI }‘11 ?fcoﬁllra:ct ; he has been given six months’ notice of intontion to terminate the con-
anotiler 0otpe if that is carried out it will be found feasible to introduco a better system under
o thatctl:l !'Igactor, or to get 13he present contractor to alter his ways. As regards the pier you
fox): ot et. ort funds of this part of the country are largely in credit, and should be utilised
Fioor z:uc ‘(‘118' the pier in your harbour. I find that some time ago the Presidency Port
Intepost dme town here, and was unable to come to any arrangement with the gontlemen most
- she lt:isbo the best site of the pier. There seemed to be so much difference of opinion as to
ernment(;m Alle Idone, that he came away without being able to make any recommendation to Gov-
with oo can say is that if those interested in the pier should come before (Government
the matzesug%fsgon showing there is unanimity of opinion that the pier ought to be constructed,
o lx.-twf; e carefully looked into by Government. But I may tell you that the Telli-
fund sy too ku“ds are only 13,486 in credit, and it will be necessary to indent on the rest of the
build th make up sufficient money to make & proper pier, It that is so, it will not be fair to
invest Pe rg‘fl‘ unless the Government is assured of its finanvial success. It is not proper to
should to unds in anything that would not bring anything like a proper interest. If anything
form r:'ngpl}:e in future as to the construction of the railway, I have no doubt that the pier will
o HF:I‘GO the enterpr:lse. But if nothing seems to come forwatd in that matter I need only
co{} o r: b Ove;nment will be happy to can}der any suggestion you may have tc make as to the
the 1o; ctlon of the pier, whenever unanimity of opinivn does exist. I have touched upon all
m an%;:{;rv?}:ieo% n yol‘:r address, ?e!‘lidtilq cogglusion 1 beg to thank you very much for the kind
. ou have presen 18 addr
that T have had uz’ hoaring Ix)vhat o o wisg?st:r:le and to assure you of the great pleasure

Address of the School-going Sectian of the Moplah Community of Tellicherry.

Your ExcriLExcy,— We, in the name of the school-goi i i

) X OUE \ ol-going section of the Moplah

:f df,lns town, most respectfully welcome your Excellenoyg;,ndgLady Wenlocl t: Ililz)rt%o‘;dl:ﬁ?);t\?
nd assure your kixcellency that there is no class imbued with deeper feelings of loyalty towards

‘Her Graci i
ng’ t}i;(gog:mlgﬁ:;t‘y our Queen-Empress and towards your Excellency as her representative
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While fully appreciating the geveral advantages we now enjoy, we gladly avail ourselves of

our Excellency’s presence in our midst in order to place before you one or two gricvances

which we apprehend would ruinously affect the well-being of our community in the near future.:

The Moplah population of Malabar is nearly one-fourth of the whole population, but in
respect of education they have been the most backward people of all classes. Taking the pro-
portion of those under instruction to the entire community, the Moplah is as yet in the fogs of
invincible ignorance as compared with any other individual class. The constitution of the Moplah
family, the influence of social and religious customs, and the almost passionate love of trade in

roference to any other mode of earning a living, have been so many obstacles in the way of
R{O})lah advancement in education, for our elders unfortunately do not and cannot realize the
benefits of a liberal education.

The origin of the Moplah dates so far back as the time when the trade of the district was
exclusively with Arabia and the L'ersian Gulf, ie, Jong before Vasco de Gama had visited these
shores. 'I'he community has since gone on fucreasing with giant strides. Their commercial
enterprises have secured them cousiderable wealth and influence, and in some cases they have
been the largest tax-payers to Government. To their very success 1nt trade may be attributed in
a large measure their aversion towards urdergoing the expenses of obtaining a liberal education
for their children.

While so the only inducement thal has since of late prompted .Mopluhs_ to send their children
to English schools is the example before them of a few of their co-religionists having been
appointed in the Government service. Although it cannot be denicd that amongst all classes the
ambition to secure a place in the official service is great, yet amongst the Moplahs it is less so
than one would be inclined to think. With them education is a mere matter of speculation and
they understand no other rule than the one of *small profits and quick returns.” To expect
anything better from a class that is but just beginning to emerge from the complete lethargy in
which it has lain for centuries past would be premature. What is now required in order to raise
them out of the mire of ignorance, make them love education for its own sake and bring them up
to the level of the rest of their countrymen in the social scale, is encouragement to the heads of
families to send their ehildren to English schools to acquire such education as would render them

useful members of society ready to interest themselves in all questions of social progress.

These results can but be worked out gradually, but it is with deop distress that we beg leave
to place before your Excellency the painful fact that just as an appreciable number of Moplah youths
arc under tuition, both in the High school and College departments, the minimum of marks to
gecure a pass in the edueational tests has been raised, and the Matriculation examination is no more
to be the passport to official service except to posts carrying with them pay up to Rs. 15 per
nensen. }ihese rules have cast a gloom over the entire community and have seriously discouraged
intending eandidates and those now under instruction.

Tt must be conceded that the Moplah ig nowhere before his Hindu brethren in the matter of
education. I'he above changes were no doubt made because the time had come when the exami-
nation could be made stiffer for the Hindus without inflicting any tangible hardship on them, but
the same argument cannot and does not hold good in the case of Moplah youths—so far as the
latter are concerned, the rules under reference are a contradiction of the avowed intentions of the
State to raise the educational status of the Moplah. Keeping in view the broad fact that just
at present the Moplah requires to be coaxed into acquiring a relish for western education and
culture, we beg leave to point out to your Excellency that the present rules are not calculated to
foster a love of learning in the minds of a people who, it is no exaggeration to say, are yet in the
woods in point of education ; but they are more calculated to handicap their youths, force them
out of the public schools to a life of idleness, and place them on the high road to retrogression and
ignorance.

What would indubitably tend more towards the advancement of Moplah education would be
the establishment of separate scholarships for students of their class, in such nuxqbers as would
excite a fair amount of emulation amongst the candidates. 1he number of scholarships now avail-
able for Moplahs in the High and College departments is but two. It might with very beneficial
results be increased.

We are full;' alive to the maxim of the Government that « Public emoluments are trgated as
public pmperty,’ and that the public should therefore be served b the © ﬁtt‘e‘st persons. This
fitness 18 put to the proof by educational tests, and in rare {nstances by competitive examinations.

All that the Moplah can at present aspire t . eagerly looking for, is generally speaking
the post of a clerk inpthe official Is)ervice. is aﬁﬁﬁlﬁ,f might Zoar higher but he is aware too that
he cannot hope to enter the magic circle of the Revenue and Judicial officers, or expect to get
the big plums in the other departments unless he can successfully compete with the rest of his
countrymen. .

The object of encouraging Moplah education is, so far as we understand, not so much to fit
them for Government employ as to engender a love of Jearning in the race and thus raise them in
the social scale. Until that object is attained it may safely be inferred that they will not betake
themselves to higher education. The official service is therefore virtually the means to bring about
the desired end. Now if the bottom rungs of the official ladder are so high up as to be beyonq
the reach of those whose educational growth is but of yesterday, and who nevertheless are told t},a¢
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they must enter the fiel iti i ir Hi
aloosst o oo ! ég, i:l(xl; :sft ({)(;mpetltlon with their linda brothron whose cducation was bogun

, it 1 apparent that it was but giving tl ir death- b
have \x;ad:hthe fexanmw,t:xon rules more stringent just as th%y hlgd e:?toMxic? ltrllxl(lasliﬂtlg ¢ dontheblonEo
¢ therelore pray your Excellency will bo i into
. ' . graciously ploased to tak blo
consideration the cireumstances now brought to notico and ()ﬁlor tho (i'(m:)ga}ll,|tf%ry:$t;()f‘;yozrfﬂ to

coite, of the rostrictions whi y b i : :
Bocondacy oxaminats which have boen brought into. fores with the introduction of the Uppor

Trusting your K«collencies

ill earry with 1 : : ioh 1
the good old days of the Kast I 1L earn you ploasant recollections of this town which 1
this district.—-ﬁfllz'c/ee:'r.'/, 19IS/¢ Ulcléill)‘t'rb;)g;)%%ny as tho contro of thoir commorcial outorprise in

His Ercellency's Reply.

- The point you have brou ice i
ght to my notice i i i
mo by the Muhammadan cominunity iuy di(fereu: c;)r;n;'wluoh e oy B P T bvo

had o m . . '8 of the country. To all of them I have
you. B:é{?tpiset(g eni‘r}cihl thIe sam> answor, aud I am afraid it is not g very encouraging one to
advised, the GOVO[‘IlmOI:.tOI N roally belisve to bo in your own iutersst. It'is that, as at present
regarding the compotiri 8?‘ nlr)_t prepard to make any relaxation in favour of ono particular class
sorvico, D\ huvepalxl-ri:rorlcll Oxt' txlxg_;hor e(luc‘xtlou and tho various tests which are required for publio
only way by which wo é 8t this conclusion, because wo really and truly believe that this is the
that by thoir own offo tllzhOIwOumge all classes and communities to como to the front and sce
ovidones which ( thinkr 8 they can reach the goal which they wish to attain. We aro getting
ning to I’OCOO"(.I{ZO the fa,’etm ez"e:{ day accumulating that the Muhammadan community are begin-
in 5 botter p% sition ne 8 "d 10 case, and are beginning to place themselves by sovere exertions
when the quostion of lglgar :. their Hinda comlpeers. You say that you aro not equal to Hindus
Bre 50 backward as that om(p‘e ition ermos in 5 I ean hardly believo the Muhammadan community
and great powor of colso t’?’;‘_P"SOJ of sturdy, independent persons of great strength of character
shoull find thf;msol ; 1eentration and of ability, it appears to me rathor extraordinary that thoy

2lves constantly beaten by Hindus. As I told you, the cvidence wo arc now

otting ‘
Betling tends to show ﬂt‘)at they aro gradually altering and modifying their ideas, and they will
ctter themselves and to take thoir own place in the race which has to be

:oonbbe in a position to

'ntégor({:egli(fr}:len zomm\l‘}lti({s and classes in this country. You will bo aware that Governmont have
done a groat (’10:1“0288101:11“ the matter of foos in lower grades of oducation, and I believe that has
soholarsiips and a %‘)o - But you say you want somo further encouragemont in the mattor o
Publio Instruct; at you have only two scholarships. I will rofor the subject to tho Dircctor of
ary examir lt?_ lon and will soe what ho has to say upon it. 'Thon you object to tho Upper Second-
found Possilf;l:niln“: being scvere, and I will also ask him what ho has to say upon that. Ifitis
I do not hold out a?ly way to assist you, you may depend upon it that [ am anxious to do 80.

.| would warrant, boca

Mangalore but to Tellicherry or Cannanors, ¢

y hopes of our making ?rcator concessions than the circumstance of the caso
use we feel it is not right

L LA W to the rest of the populati roat pains
;ﬂmﬁnﬁ themselves forward that any particular concession 3;101:11({" tbglinv:(lillg itr‘:l:;ggx;rd t(? any
that b i‘ class. The Government would like to get the bost mon for their servico, and we believe
prid iy eaving it open to all the classes to take thoir chanco, we shall get the voriy best men.

8 any way that can be suggested by which you can bo assisted with fairness and justice to

all th : i
hope.o others, I shall be glad to soe it done. Boyond that I cannot hold out to you very much

R . . . .
made :ggl;%xng extension of the railway system touched upon in several addresses his Excollenoy

: ply. He pointed out that it Was the Government of Indj
ndia tl d extend tho
ruilway or not. The local Government oould only recommend the oox;slttucgcfnogy L o:r\taein line,

* but the final decision rested with the Government of India.

P His E that

mirtm‘;x lines bhe constructed, but the Government of India pointclad o::e ltll?ztc {x rfac: I?:ﬁ:l(gxel(llt had

lireg, ¥ been spent in the construotion of the Kast Coast Railway, the extensimg of the South
udian Railway system, and the Bellary-Kistna Railway, so Y ,

.ot complain of being in the cold. Proposals had been sub that tho Madeas Government g0

mitted to the Government of India
¢ [nterior. Accordingly a reconnais-
eore :éief{)dl.ng the railway system, not only to
cheaper than either of the other two by 20 lakhs of rupeegmg that the line to Mangaloro was

attention. Without committing himself to anythin deﬁni{;e, The mattor would_ receive caroful

for the construction of a railway from Mangalore int
_ t!
sance had been made regarding the advisabilitg ey

‘room for both railways. The two imﬁortﬂnt ports o Mxmgo.loas far a8 o could judgo thero was

with the existing railway system of the country to the very g e mellicherry might be linked

A reat advant .
As regards a pier for Tellicherry there appeared to be a wntago of all conoernal

$ difference of opini hem-
selves, but if they should eome before Government wj s .po 00 OPLIION AmAng them
matter will bo oa)x’-efully looked into.r ent with anything like practical unanimity, the

His Exoelleney then fully dwelt on geveral noi .
pddresses. In th aon B points of local interest raised in various
8.8. Mayo fornOa :nz“?e;:g his Excellency Visited the hospital, and in the night he left by the
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20th October 1893.

. ; ity, the inhabitants of Tellicherry

deputations, namely, those of the mercantile community, inna 3
and thll:cllfgl-going éection of the Moplah community, waited upon l‘hs bxcellen(zy yesterday,
at 8-3) p.u., and presented addresses. 'Che-address-peosented by the (‘hamber of Comumerce has

_already appeared in our telegraphie columns.

Address of the Inhabitants of the Touwn of Tellicherry.

/ i . 1 hitants of the old historic town of Telli-
Your Excerrexcy,—We, on behalf of the inhabitan
cher_rv,o E:artify welcome your Excellency and Lady Wenlock to North Malabar.

! i frst established a factory here,
From the year 1683, when the East India Company Hurst a fz
'l‘ellic]:é)rry hnsyjustiﬁed the correctness of the commereial 1us§1ncts of the quhsh, al"d has
grown in prosperity with the growth of tle .Br_i'.isl'l 1pow«l-r. f:f[‘jlo(:hllﬂlilagtﬁsﬁnhl ?ﬁgi:oit ;)snvgvitﬁ
: ith and under the wise, benign and impartial rie ot | e X ndia, it it
;::}te?gfl;g plleasure we now take the Optf)ortunity of your kxceliency’s pﬁser;c(e} in our Iil{ldst :o
assure you of our deep abiding sentiments of loyalty and devotion to Her Most Gracious Majesty
our Queen-Empress. . , . o
Filled with the assurance of a sympathetic hearing from your Exc_e‘ll(f'nczﬁ , ZVO Cdesu'e 11:)01' ;n;i:g
your particular attention to the necessity of a railway extension ﬁi(ln(rjl Calicut to Cannanore,
of a railway between this port and the Province of Myeore, throug 'oor;gl: - -
, iliti ] ication, Tellicherry yet contimues
I she does not possess the facilities of railway communication, . €41 Y 3 i
to atgzlxlgtutg;)lhsereport the 1w)raricd products of the forests oﬁ Itlhe wl%tbqugshattﬁea;%o?{fi Ifll;teyp(l:fmltlir
. ‘naad, Coorg and Mysore. T'he industry of her inhabitants, 3 .
;gis t(?fcz\f{fé: a:x;d pepger growing localitics, the noedfs i;l};i prod:t(;}tl_,onsﬂ céf w‘lkﬁe S?)I;Z(;i?eilgg
s+ o1 these have helped to make this town the Iqurth scapo in th b v,
iﬁ;(irlgs%n :heasl S_pf Calicut? the head-quarters of the district. and the presgnt_ tenm;ms 011: thg
Mudras Railway. With railway connection, the trade and importance of Tellicherry must anc
will advance.
iliti - shi the vear, due to the natural breakwater,
"ho facilities for easy shipment almost throughout year, due to atoral b -
form:‘lqlf)f z; ieldnre of rocks, by which the harbour is protected, gxake 1 elh('l}err) stand 1{1‘ mﬁrked
contrglst to Manealore—her rival for favour with regard to railway extcnsion. Your Exce lency
will in a few dar\"s- be able to see for yourself why Mangalore is a closed port for nearly five

onths in the year. e ‘ ‘
B A railway} to Tellicherry would make easily accessible the military cantonment of Cannanore

" — g healthy but now neglected station whose splendid range of barracks and spacious bungalows

are at present in disuse. '
“}')e need not dwell on the manifest importance of such a railway towards the development
of the resources of Coorg and Mvsore, and towqrds the prgven’cmn of the often-recurring seasons
" of searcity in the various parts of Malabar and in the Province of Mysore.

erity of North Malabar is now greatly retarded by the difficulties of the
land'g:ixgzd el?(i}hgrxgr; dzstance of 56 miles between ‘()annan.ore and Calicut, the rc}uteraait;n%
the trunk road is interrupted by the breaking down or dismantling of the brldge[;1 overt ouioﬁ %n
rivers. If the re-construction of these bridges s delayed merely in view of the ezi eItlSt on, 12
the near future, of the Madras Railway from Calicut northwards, then we ar(ilcvoneeli1 . ot
patiently. But if there is no speedy prospeet of such an extension, we earncs )0 n;t %ommuni-
Esxcellency to urge on the Local Fund Board to adopt measures whereby our ¢
cations may be soon perfected. . . , . Tt isa
We trust that your Excellency’s stay among us, though brief, will be pleasant. o
source of pride and i)leasure to us, gnd weyfecl confident that your tour through this importa

part of tho distriot will e benefioial to its inhabitants— Tellicherry, October 1893.

His E.I‘C(’[?l(‘!/’s Reply. ho add bich

GrxtiEMEN,—I have to thank you, the inhabitants of this tOW:, for tw?arz ro";)sg ‘Zn:)(i] }31'(;‘(1)
have just presented to me, and to assure you that I have heard wha )10“1 wval regmarks in v%hich
say about us with the greatest pleasure, and also to notice the extreme )’E 0y ot Indin, Lok
you have alluded to'Ifer Gracious Majesty our Sovereign the Queen-h.nflp vints that ve hl o.
the other address which has just been resented to me, one of the chie] Pl .;n I ?ou 1ave
alluded to is the same demand as had been put forward by the {"‘m“}ﬁ’fn‘ y ; d)(’uba low
me, I can only answer you, as I have answered them, that this question wi ehre fér‘fb to by me
later on in the day, because I think it would be advisable that one answ el;hs ‘0;1 e made to
cover all the various addresses which touch upon this point. I shall not therefore allude to it
now. I hope you will not consider I am in any way unaware of its g‘reat mlportan.ce, _but I
think it would be advisable to refer to it later on, You mention the Coast communication by
roads, which are at present in a bad condition. That 18 also alluded to at greater length in
another address, and 1 will take the opportunity of referring also {o that point. At the Present
moment I shall take your address as one of kind welcome to ourselves, and I assure you that
I have heard it with very great pleasure. I thank you again for the welcome you have given ug
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Adidress by the Fishermen Community of Tellickerry.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR Excei LESCY,'—Wgy who represent the fishermen community of this
port, beg most respectfully to welcome your Excellency and | .ady Wenlock to this town and to
express our feelings of deep Joyalty towards your Excellency as the rcpresentative of Her Most
Gracious Majesty tue Queen-Fmpress of India. *

9. 'We humbly avail ourselves of your Excellency’s presence in our midst to bring to your
notice certain matters in respect of which we have not been able to gain the favorable ear of the
authorities that be.

8. There are amongst us over & hundred ticket-holders—mostly women—who carry on the
busiuess of fish-curing at the Government yard provided for the purpose. '

4. Up to the year 1882 salt-eaith was used for curing fish, which cost about 6 pies per
basket ; sinoe then, however, they have begu compolled to use Government salt issued to them at
the rate of 12 annas per rpaund_ up to 1892, wheu the price was raiscd to 1 rupeo, thus entailing
gerious loss on the curers 10 various ways.

5. The use.of salt-earth enable(j the ourers‘to sell the fish at any price that would suffice to

ive them a living, but the compulsion to use Government salt has tended not a little to restrict

the sale of salt-fisb, and the subsequent 1ncrease in the price of salt is a grievance that is being
keenly felt.

6. DBesides having to pay Rupee 1 ]ier maund of salt, the curers are subjected by the Salt
officers to o series of Tormalities as needless as they are vexatious and fraught with pecuniary
Joss to them.

7. The fresh fish after being cleaped and washed at the sea-shore oufside the salt-yard has
to be carried to the yard and weighed in the presence of the Balt officer in order to enable him to
determine what quantity of salt ws)uld have to be issued. When fish is plentiful, great incon-
venience is felt in having to carry it to the yard, and hired hands have therefore to be employed
for the purpose. The weighm_ent takes time a.nd_ thus pr(_)duces tmpt_m the fish which, on being
cured, has to be gold at & considerable loss, and in some instances it is so tainted that it is wufit

for sale. . .

8. Till about 2 years 880 the fish after being salted in the yard bad to be carried to the
sea-shore on the follozving day, washed there and gbmught back to the yard for the purpose of
drying ; but under the present rule the fish has to be washed in the yard, the water for which has
to be brought from the sea, thus making the groeess more expensive than what it was formerly,
cousidering the quantity of water that has to be brought up in order to keep the yard thoroughly

clean.

9. The rules permit the removal of th: fish from the yard only after it is thoroughly dry,
when it has to undergo 2 gesond weighment. . .

10. It is further insisted upon that alﬁ fish must be dri-d within the yard ; the dimensions of
the yard are totally insufficient to meet t l‘i‘ requlllrements? hence until the quantity at one time
out is thoroughly dried the subsequent 82 m%s a\fre to lie in salt till drying space is available
for them ; and as there 18 only & hmltedP:{um erI of salting barrels, there is & stoppage of work
uutil the barrels are €m ty for fresh s8 llilﬁ. &“;"“Sﬁquen o of (ke e Tying bE B Eor ook
Jong a time the smaller descriptions get spoilt and the big ones become too tloh to fnd o een

and ready sale. in the yard has been thrown on th d
T Tohe duty of fencing in the y ! 1 the curers, and in case of damage t

o pk Tho a}g};:native is forced _om QhellzhOf either repairing the damage or having nogsal(:;
jasued (o them. Taking into oonsldel.'atwu he poverty of the curers, it is a great hardship to them
to have to keep the fonce constantly m.:;?:‘ t of th d i

2. Tt takes 4 days to pas the dried fish out of the yard into the exclusive possession of th
ourerﬁ’ o :hey o 5i(n consequence Precluded from selling the partially-dry fish whene(:/er :
demand arises for that description Oflﬁsh.ho hage no oth { :

< aro mostly females W p no other means of earning a livelihpod
rnleslt‘;m;r tlfe;u}f:i: to follow are such that they are productive of losses Wii"h may ver} ?glﬂﬁg
spared them. It would not be out of place to mention here that, during the last 11 years that
the curing has been conducted under Govcfmment supervision, there has never arisen a single
instance in which the Balt officials bave ha . to put the curers in Court. We therefore earnestly
instance & Faelloncy will graciously P eaged to take th.e above circumstances into considera-
B e el D exs as will secure our interests from being needlessly and ruinously interfered
with, and also that the price of salt may be reduced to 12 annas per maund.

tor which we would phumbly venture to place before your Excellency is the f
o Rﬁn%hf:vilggg)ey the Municipality frem 1t‘he curers for granting them & licenso toystore the?i
dried fish in close proximity fo the sea-beach. 1t is for“7°“" Excellency tg’decide whether the
storage in question can be viewed as the earrying on of *“an offensive trade ” under which head
apperently the Municipality has classed lt .

With expressions of our deep gratitude to your Excellencies foy this visit~We beg, &o.—
Tellickerry, 12th Qotaber 1893. ' ‘
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His Excellency’s Reply (through an interpreter).

In the first place I wish to thank them for their address, and in regard to the matters
they have brought to my notice, I will take them as they give them in the address. They
object to the uso of Government salt Lecause it tends to restrict the sale of fish. In regard
to the sale of fish, I find there has been an increase during the past three years, and in 1891
it was as much as 2 lakhs and 18,000 maunds, and that of last year from the export by railway
and coast it was 8,463 tons. The present price of salf, which is supplied to them duty-free,
merely ropresents the cost of the transit and the establishment. Up to four years ago the salt
was issued by Government at a dead loss, and it has only just begun to cover the expenses.

Tt is evident that the 'Erice at which Government issues it does not in any way tend to restrict

the sale of salt-fish. They take objection to the regulations gbout yards. You may say that we
consider it absolutely necessary for sanitary purposes, and also for issuing the salt free of duty.
"This matter was thoroughly gone into by the Board of Revenue last year, and the Government
have approved of the proposals, being satisfied that they were the best under the circumstances.
As the trade is so firmly established that we have reason to believe that it is becoming prosperous
for those that take part in it, it is considered advisable and appropriate that the curers should
have the expenses of keeping up the fence. Though every now and then there may be difficulty
sonmected with it, we must have certain regulations. 1t is absolutely necessary for sanitary
purposes that no fresh and partially dried fish hould be available for sale. I find that as regards
the price of salt there was a short time ago a contractor who failed to supply the locally-made
salt at Re. 1 per maund, on which the curers freely resorted to Bombay salt, the price of which
varies from Rs. 8-8-0 to Rs 5 per maund ; hence, as they could afford to turn out considerable
quantitics of fish cured with salt purchased at such high rates, it is clear that the curers have not
much to complain of the rates at which the local Government supply them with salt for euring.
~o far as Government can judge, the present price of salt has not at all restricted or interfered
with the sale of fish, and does not press upon fishermen. I am afraid I cannot interfere with the
Muuicipality, in considering the trade an offensive one, and I am sorry that I am not able to
meet their wishes in that respect.

Address of the Toddy-drawers of Burumbrandd Taluk.

May it vivase Your Exceriency,—We, the undersigned toddy-drawers of Badagara,
Puthuppenom, Muttungal, lyiyur, Palayat, Memunda, Maniyur and Arakilad of the Kurum-
Prandd taluk, beg to bring to Xour Excellency’s favorable consideration the following grievances
from which we, in common with other members of our community elsewhere, are suffering.

1. Your Exccllency’s humble memorialists and our forefathers, who have been living
principally on the sca coast, unlike others of our brethren in the interior parts, have been, for
generations, depending for our means of livelihood on the private manufacture of salt and the
tapping of toddy. Sinec the introduction of laws, prohibiting the former, we had to rely solely
on the latter for our maintenance; and after the passing of the Abkari laws regulating and
restricting the tapping and sale of toddy and the distillation of arrack, our condition has become
oue well nigh approaching starvation, and the only moans of eking out our existence now consist
in the tapping of sweet toddy, for the manufacture of jaggery. Iiven this, we beg to bring to
Your Excellency’s kind consideration cannot, according to the practice now in_vogue, be carried
on without the interference of the Abkéri authorities. ln tapping for sweet toddy, unless chunam
be deposited in the tapping pot, the toddy drawn becomes fermented, and when a bunch is newly
tapped, if chunam be used in the commencement, the bunch is sure to be dried up, and if the
toddy ke allowed to drop away, it will, falling on the tuft of the cocoanut tree, destroy it, and
ultimately the tree. The infant yield of every swoet toddy-tapping tree cannot, under these
cirocumstances, but be fermented, and the Abkéri officers taking advantage of this, seize the pots
with their contents (which, in most cases, do not amount to more than a few drops), take them
to tho Police station and get the poor tappers convicted for tapping fermented toddy-

2. Your Excellency’s humble memorialists further beg to submit that it requires only to be
kept for a few hours to convert sweet into fermented toddy, and though the toddﬁ, when seized,
be sweet by the time it is arrived at the Police station, becomes fermented and the poor tapper
hes to answer for tapping fermented toddy. Under ‘these circomstances Your eelleney’s
humble memorialists beg to suggest that Your Excellency may be pleased to rule that hereqfter,
as soon as toddy, whether sweet or fermented, is seized by the Abkéri suthorities, it be submitted
to the nearest Magistrate, wherever it is possible to do so, before the expiry of the time required
for fermentation to set in, or where it is not practicable to the nearest Adhigari.

8. Your Excellency’s humble memorialist, ubinit ander the rules now in vogue,
gweet toddy-tappers have to take out frel;;lh lgc:::;get%r; 8ixX mgls;ths, and some time inevitably
clapses according to the current practice before a fresh license is obtained, the tappers are reduced
to one or the other of the two plights, viz., either to discontinue or continue tapping till the arrival
of the new license. In the first caso, as the bunches will be dried up, if tapping be off for a
single day, their business will be suspended for three months, till another bunch becomes ready
for tapping, and in the second, they will be obliged to gtand a prosecution at the hands of the
Abkéri officers for tapping toddy overstopping the time prescribed in the last liccnse.

7
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4. Your Excellency’s humble memorialists beg to state that the remuneration given to the
Abkéri officers for conviction geoured 18 something ‘which tempts ordinary official integrity and
probity, and consequently o great majority of them, acting under inducements offered, resort to
all sorts of malpractices, and as the power of seizure is vested on oven the very low grades of the
service as peons, &c., they often abuse it, and the poor tappers when onco in their clutches, are
perfectly powerless and incapable of producing evidence to rebut the charge preforred against
them ; and owing to their extreme poverty and want of influence, sections 59 and 60 of the Abkéri
Act prove practically & dead letter.

5. Your Excellency’s humble mex.nonathsts beg to state further that tho Abkari laws are
administered with no lenient hand, as 18 e,v1denced by the fact, that with a few excoptions, there
is not a single abode of Your Excellency’s humble memorialists where conviction hes not found
its way once at loast; and this, Your Excellency, cannot be otherwise, seeing that the interested
and concerned officers, wielding, in comparison with thope at the dock an immense official influence,
and having the outlook of a tempting remuneration in case of conviction have but to depose
against the accused to throw the burden on them to rebut.

Under the above circumstances, Your Exccllency’s humble memorialists most humbly beg
to request that Your Excellency may be pleased to consider favorably the grievances depicted in
the foregoing lines with a view to redress them and to uplift us from the mire of poverty and
gtarvation in which we are now deeply sunk, and by so doing we assuro_ Your Excelloncy that
the gratitude of the whole Teya Community of Malabar will be Your Excellency’s reward.—
Badagyara, Ocloler 1893.

Address of the Residents of Cannanore.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR ExceLLENCY,—This town was, from time immemorial, a pur i
gtation with a full European Regiment and two Native Infantry and had béshfes et}goll\ldgl‘};teig
gome time, a Cavalry. Tt is at present the seat of a small fraction of a Huropean Re’gim ont with
g full Native Infantry. Most of the large and commodious buildings, raised in European style
at considerable cost and labour by some of the wealthy residents for the accommodation of {h ;
officers belonging to various regiments, bave since their withdrawal been ruined owing to non-
occupation, while the few surviving buildings are in a_very neglected condition owing to the
supreme_indifference of the owners who are saddled with assessment both by the Government
‘and by the Municipality, while they derive no proportionate income whatever therefrom. The
withdrawal of the force has also greatly sffected the country and population, not to spe ok of the
enormous amount annually spent by the Government for the upkeep of the extensive buildings

once occupied by the soldiers, but now remmmng‘vacant and operated in greatly retarding co%n 4
merce which was else in a very flourishing state. The first prayerof the memorialists is, therefore.

that orders may be issued for the restoration of the Military force which means the reversion of
this town and its population to the healthy and prosperous condition in which it once was.

9. Your memorialists next come to the Local Municipality. The Municipal asse:
hitherto fired at 5 per cent. That even rflu.s rate was too much for the poor r_f,,/)ot lo p(:;’?: ’Z‘z‘(x:;
from the fact that default and lery by d;sh_;ss and sale were of ordinary, if not, of daily occurrence
The memorialixts now Jearn that this rate das benp ratsed to T4 per cent. Looking to the generai
impoverished state of the country, the enhance ) ;ate.zs Ltoo much for the poor ryot to bear and an actual
grievance ; this is not all. The houses ntl;a eb within the Xarar limits are assessed by Al Lajoh
Avargal, who is the Local Zemindar, a8 & sob y the Municipality, while the parambas are asseesed by
the Glovernment and incomes on all sources ;,/ the Municipality again. The memorialists pray that
they may be relieved from these double payments aud that the Municipality be directed to adhers to the
former percentage of assessmen;. \ that tho nafi

3. Tt is a well-known fact 1% e native army comprised all the sections i
population excepting those from MalabaB and it is o painful thing that thoy have ")‘fotttzel’iat}l’z:
taken on the service. When Sir ‘.Tames .dormer, the late Commander-in-Chief, paid a visit to this
station he held a levy of the leading rest _t?lmfﬂ and discussed the question of forming an Infantry
Regiment consisting of Malayalees. As their prediliction for the army is well apparent from the
fact that there were, in Malabar, several reilments consisting purely of them when 1t was under the
control of native Drinces and .Ra,]ahs, the memorialists pray that steps may be taken for the
formation of an Infantry consisting ;f .tll;:erz' Rail

4. The recent extension of the adras Railway to C_&HOut has, no dou
jnestimable boon to South Malabar, the taluks comprising which have thus beenblti;l(izﬁf:?e(;lth:!;
and the public convenience and comfort :Onmdell')ably echanced. The memorialists now takge this
opportunity to request that arrangemen SRmfly o made for the extension of the Railway to this
station which will doubtless augment the Railway revenue, improve the commerce of the countr
and ensure the convenienoe of its people- y ; _ y

5. The survey and settlement operations 1or sometime set on foot in thi
natuslly mcated sn impression in the publio mind us foading towards the enhanoopont o1 tho
oxisting Tate of revenue. Malabar, unlike other districts, has its peculiar physical features
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inasmuch as the Government has no right in the soil, which, on the contrary, is almost owned by
the people. It is solely dependent, for its prosperity, on the monsoon, it is blessed with, which,
when moderate and timely, confers & boon on the public, while its overabundance or failure
equally affects the local agriculture. The operations above alluded to may not, therefore, be
utilized as means for enhancing the present revenue, which the janmies find considerable
difficulties to meet, but only for the specification of the boundaries of properties which, no doubt,
is of great moment.

6. Tt has been brought to their notice that Your Excellency has been discussing the
expediency of rendering pecuniary help to the agrioultural class, and of starting to this end
agricultural banks. The measure will, no doubt, turn to be of immense help to the public, and
the memorialists pray that in the event of establishing such banks, one may be opened in this
town.

7. Your memorialists next draw Your Excellercy’s attention to the stringent nature of the
Abkéri and Salt laws which must have ere long created an impression in Your Excellency’s mind.
Considering the restrictions laid on salt, which else would be within the reach of the pocrest
citizen by utilizing the salt-earth, the people at this distant date praise the benignant East
India Company which was very indulgent to them in this respect. The Abkéri laws are unlike
Salt laws inasmuch as salt is indispensable alike to man and animals. The memorialists there-
fore pray that the restrictions laid on the manufacture of salt for home consumption may be

removed.

8. In respect of the Abkéri laws, the memorialists beg to state that it may be a source of
loss to Government as the Jails are tenanted by a class of people. The former laws weré less
oppressive and were equally paying to the Government. 'The present tree-tax rules not only
impose fixed fees on the already taxed cocoanut trees which are tapped for toddy purposes, but
also enjoin the poor tappers to draw sweet toddy only from trees marked for the purpose. These
are hard-and-fast rules and have the effect of discoursging an industry which maintains a class
of people who form the largest portion of the population of this district. These rules may
therefore be annulled and the old rules be brought into force.

9. In conclusion, the memorialists beg'to allude to the Arms Act which insists on the annual
renewal of the licenses once taken. As this is an inconvenience and loss, they most humbly request
that the rules framed under this Act may be so relaxed as to dispense with the present renewal
system altogether, unless transfer of arms is affected, or the license once granted is mutilated i¢
destroyed, in which cases fresh licenses ought to issue.

For which act of kindness and charity the memorialists, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.—
Cannanore, 12th October 1893.

Reply to the Moplahs at Cannanore.

To the Moplah community His Excellency pointed out that the question of the strength of
the army rested with the Government of India and not with the Liocal Governmnent, and a8
matters now stood, he did not think he could hold out hopes that the cantonment of Cannanore
was likely to receive an accession of strength. The Madras army was smaller now than it
used to be, and there were other places that required garrisoning, and every place had now
got its garrison and there were no troops to spare to return to Cannanore. 'The next point
alluded to was the question of municipal revenue: on this head the memorialists thought they
were hardly treated in that they had to pay the assessment to the zemindar as well as the
municipal faxes; but His Excellency, while expressing his sympathy for them, said he could not
n_mke any exception between Cannanore and other municipalities, and all would have to fall into
line. The next point raised was the Native army, with regard to which they said that it was
open to all sections of the commaunity except fo the inhabitants of Malabar. Lord Wenlock
pointed out that the Native army was open to all, including the inhabitants of Malabar, and he
enquired why they did not enlist. They wished a regiment to be formed of Malayalis, pure and
simple. 1f such a regiment was formed would they consent, His Excellency asked, to take their
turn w1th_ the rest of the army for service in Burma. That, the memorialists said, was .mpos-
sible, their request to have a Malayali regiment was more & last resouice the outcome of poverty
than a desire for military service. ~His Excellency repeated the reply he has now so often given
with regard to railway extension, the Malabar Revenue Settlement and the administration of the
Salt and Abkéri Department. Beforé leaving, the deputationists made one last attempt to
alleviate their municipal burdens and asked that the revised 7} per cent. tax should be postponed
for five years.

His Excellency firmly pointed out that, under the present arrangements, it was scarcely
gossible;;or the Municipality to pay its burdens, and it would be absolutely so if the taxes were

ecreased.
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Address of the Ticket-holders of the Fish-curing Yard at Ayekode, Cuannanore.

May tr pLEasE Your Excentency,—We, the undersigned ticket-holders of the fish-curing
yard at Ayekode, beg to embrace this opportunity of your Excellency’s visit at Cannanore to
_present this memorial representing certain of our grievances.

On the introdyction of the new Salt Act, the using of the salt-earth, which we have collected
83 a moans of livelihood, was prohibited, and as a compensation for that, we were allowed salt
imported by Government at the low rate of 12 annas per maund, and accordingly we cured fish in
the fish-curing yard without complaint.

After sometime we were ashed to defray the expenses required to keep the store-house and
fence around the fish-curing yard in good order and repair. Morcover, we were not allowed to
clean from the sea those fish which have salted even after all the salt has been dissolved, but we
are compelled to bring the sea-water within the premises of the yard to do the purpose, and also
we are not allowed to take those clean fish out of the vard to some place of convenience.

To add to these hardships the price of the salt was increased from 12 annas to 1 rupee.

This, as well as the repairing of the store-house and fence done by us as stated before, only
decrease our poor income.

Under these circumstsnces, we most humbly beg your Excellency to be graciously pleased to
pass some kind orders to redress our grievances,

Address of the Muckura Ticket-holders of the Old Town of Cannanore.

.. May 17 riEase Your Excrriescy,—We the undersigned, reprosenting the Muckuva
ticket-holders of the fish-curing yard in the Old Town of Cannanoro, beg to embrace this oppor-

tu{lity of your Excellency’s visit to this station to present this memorial representing certain of our
grievances.

2. Bince the advent of the British Government and long before that our community has
been entirely depending "for our livelihood on the precarious, dangerous and toilsome industry of
catching fish and curing them.

8. This curing was till of late done solely with the means of salt-carth collected by us from
the neighbouring saline tracts, and this collection amounted to 500 to 1,000 maunds a year for
each house-owner in the village. The salt-earth has not been at all used for any purpose other
than curing fish ; and the records of the Salt Department will provo that there was not a single
ease of illicit manufacture of salt brought home to a member of our community.

4. On the introduction of the new Salt Act, this collection of salt-carth was prohibited, and as

& compensation, we were allowed salt imported by Government at the low rate of 12 annas per
maund. As a preliminary step to this concession, all the salt-earth, which we .had coll.eeted by
spending much labour and time, was ordered to be destroyed. Government restricted this conces-
sion by asking us to cure the fish within the premises of the fish-curing yard. We are not allowed
to take the fish out of the yard even after aﬁ) the salt there is in them has dlssolved,_ except after
two or three days. Our community, both male and female, brought up to no other ludustrx a8 &
means of livelihood, has no other alternative but to submit to these restrictions, and has accordingly
to work in the fish-curing yard both day and night, many of our females having to scparate them-
gelves from their babies. {f these rules were intended by the department to enable it to collect
statistics as to the change in weight, &c., the fish will undergo in all circumstances and conditions,
we humbly beg to state that the department h.as enough of fapts and experiences, collected.lgy this
time, and that therefore we fail to see why this rule should still be enforced in a way, entailing as
it does, much inconvenience and loss of time, and sometimes great loss by a fall in the market
rice.
P 5. To add to these difficulties another stringent rule was lately passed by the department to
the effect that we are to defray the expenses required to keop the store-house and the fence around
the yard in proper order and repair. "This additional taxation on this community almost savours
of the policy of quartering troops on & recalcitrant class of people, for we are to pay for the
upkeep of the measures taken by Government to ¥revent illicit uso of the salt granted to us at a
low rate—an offence which we are not capable o committing. Now the price has been raised

from 12 annas to 1 rupee. This must necessarily further tell upon our poor income.

6. Merchants belonging to other castes who dealt in cured fish used to buy the Bombay salt
for curing their fish intended for shipment to Ceylon and other places, at the time when we were
using salt-earth in curing our fish, that is, beforo the introduction of the fish-curing yard system.
Now in common with us, they are also allowed salt at the low rate of 1 rupee per maund snd
the large sum of money thus set free in their hands enables them to buy up all fish coming to the
market, &o. This competition and this sbsorption of the whole supply of fish handicaps our
industry and sometimes throws many of us out of employ for some days.

7. Further, wo cannot sugur when there would be a good supply of fish, It may be, as it
often is, ab any i during thge day or ni'ght; fish brought to shore at a time beyond t);le Ofﬁ:i;I
hour of supplying salt had on many occasions to be thrown away or buried as they became putrid
t;;y waiting for the appointed hour, or occasionally for want of sufficient supply of salt in the local
store.
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8. In these circumstances, we most humbly beg your Excellency will be graciously pleased
to pass the following orders redressing our grievances : —

(1) To supply us with salt at the former rate of 12 annas per maund. )

(2) To allow us to take fish out of the fish-curing yard to some place of convenience after
all the salt put in has dissolved.

(3) The cost of the repair of the store-house and fences around the yard to be borne solely
by Government.

4) To a{low salt free of duty only to professional curers of fish, and not to the rich
merchants and capitalists employing hired laborers. )

(5) To order salt to be supplied to us in the yard at all hours of the day and night, when
we require it.—Cannanore, 11th October 1893.

His Ezcellency’s Reply to Cannanore Fish-curers.

The 8sh-curers’ depntation, & motley collection of old and withered beldames, then succeeded,
and the following remarks of His Excellency were interpreted to them :—They complained that
the salt rate stopped their curing fish, and that Government originally supplied them with salt
at 12 annas per maund and that now il was a rupee per _ma.und. They Wxs‘hed now to go back
to the original rate. His Excellency had occasiop at Tellicherry to tell the fish-curers there that
the Government rate of 1 rupee per maund was barely sufficient to cover the cost of transit and
establishment, and if it was supplied at a less cost Government would be the loser. Their trade
had so increased and had become 8o important that Government was not justified in sacrificing
any more money to protect the industry still further. Besides, thgy said themselves that 1 rupee
a maund is a low rate, because when they talk of other people curing fish they say they are able
to do so because the rate is only L rupee. If that rate.therefore enabled one man to make a

rofit, it ought to enable them to do the same, irrespective of whether they were _rich or poor.
I'hey then complained cf the rich merchants coming into the trade. Surely, said His Excellency,
these rich merchants were just the people their Lushands would like to see waiting on the beach
to buy their fish when they come in. With regard to the request that they might take their fish
out of the yard and that Government should bear the cost of the fences and store-houses, he said
that the regulations would have te be enforced in a place where so much salt was brought in free
of duty, and that with respect to the upkeep of store-houses and fences, Government believed
{hat now the trade was such a prosperous one, it was not necessary for Government to prop it ap
in the way it had to when it first commenced, that is why those interested in the trade should
bear t(llw expenses of repairing fences, &c., which might almost be said to be part of their stock
in trade.

Address from the Municipal Council of Cannanore.

May 17 pLEASE Your ExceriEncy,—Wo the Chairman and Councillors of the Municipality
of Cannanore, on behalf of its inhabitants, beg to accord to Your Excellency a sincere, cordial
and loyal welcome on this occasion of Your Excellency’s visit to this town.

Cannanore was once & flourishing town and it enjoyed a happy period of prosperity when it
was garrisoned by a full Regiment of European Infavtry, two Regiments of Native Infantry,
and a Company of Royal Artillery. The bulk of the population directly or indirectly
depended for their livelihood on the trocps, the removal of the greater part ot which has led
many to emigrate to Burma and other places. Great poverty now exists among the major
portion of the remaining population. This general poverty has told much on the Municipal
finances. 'I'here is mothing to show that the town may not be further impoverished by the
removal of the remaining regiment of Native Infantry, and we beg humbly to request that
some assurance may be given us that this will not be the case.

The risk and inconvenience attending on the absence of good means of internal communica-
tion divert the trade in the produce of the ncighbouring rural tracts to other ports on the coast
though the roadstead in this port is considered safer than that of many in Malabar. If therefore
Your Excellency’s Government will not find its way to restore to this Military station the comple-
ment of troops as they once existed, we would humbly suggest that the next thing that will conduce
to the improvement of the town and to the material prosperity of its inhabitants will be the exten
sion of the Madras Railway from Calicut to this, which branch may eventually be joined to ¢ o
Railway s%;tem now under contemplation to be extended in Mysore, Coorg, Wynaad and S b
Canara. e need not here enumerate all the numerous advantages that will acerue fro South
extension to the inhabitants of the parts of the country to be traversed by the Proposed R ml this
These, we trust, have been prominently brought to Your Excellency’s notice by the inha’b'tal ek
Calicut and Tellicherry in the addresses presented to Your Excelleney by them during ¢}, itants of
tour. We humbly pray, therefore, that Your Excellency’s Government will be gracig 1e Present
to take early steps to have the Railway extended to this port, and we hope that wh, i pl‘e ased
lency the Governor next visits these parts he will be able to do so by rail en His Kcel.
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The old town of Cannanore, thickly and solely peopl T .

\}i‘ied of a complete drainage system and of a scheglepiopszgp?; ?tsmi:ga}?ﬁ:gltas’ sp;-l:aly etandst n
at portion of the town is not at present thoroughly drained. Surfa. ¢ iy W(ll pure wa ,el"'
ercolate in the ground and in consequence what water there is at preso(r}l(:; ?1? t(;foilvleusewf %ﬁ e:g‘}nyl
18 anything but_wholesome. These two great defects have to be remedied, and unf srto tel the
gn]gn(_zes of this Municipality are in such a bad condition at present that it has lto 1(11111 01 unate {ar o
ebt in the way of outstanding balances of expenditure incurred in past years VE}O. t’f‘rg" ‘?ew %0
:‘)el%ledy tfhese two crying evils of the town which have been repeatedl)z’ noted b ltllu? Svsinitary
o :ers of Government, we would humbly approach Your Kxcellency’s Governmcntywith » roquest

at these two works which necessarily require a large outlay of expendit . (éd
& charge on the Provincial Revenue, and supplied at an early date P uro may be considered 88

_ In concluding we heartily wish Your Exoellenc
journey, long life and continuous good health. y 8nd Ledy Wenlook o prosperous and safo

His Excellency’s Reply.

Mr. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,—I beg to tha

‘Wenlock and mysf;lf for the address you l}ave just prese;l};(edygv%l::gnmushton bthlf of L:I(}J?;
the first opportunity we have had of coming here. I can assure yougit; ; yf(i)'urdc(()lwn s eat
pleasure to be able to pay a visit, though it i8 & short one, to this intoresti asta n Yl'ls grint
out in your address that you are not the flourishing town you used t f) 1S conor o Iéotl 6
reductions which have had to be made in the troops quartered here a do e e hore i 1;
no further reduction. As regards this matter I am hardly in a (ilsit'y o :) eg that thoro may 1(:
assurance you ask for, a8 it is & question which lies with the Govell')nmell(l)(l;1 fo Ig(li"r0 yoilf a"?ylsol:ﬁd.
take upon itself to reduce any further the Madras Native Army, naturall 0th | 18“b } tsaltio“s
at which these regiments are quartered will have to be diminished, and tillytl : pum bor o t& Wl it i8
impossible to make any definite statement. However, as far ag I’ ca 1 \at point o b vou 1
have any apprehensions of the Native Regiment being removed ()If1 : s thmkhym: nelfs
do you give a prominent place to the question of railway extension w(}):ilrlso’.”"s “E allnot ter Oﬁv of
you a matter of very great importance. But to all who have addres d o on the subeot fh ve
only been able to return the one answer, and that is that as regards ti(:a Iine ?btho Sub]eo: ire
not able to do anything for you on the question of railway extension , whi (l)c&'l ovoncnt'w? in
the.ha.nds of the Indian Government. It only rests with the Local G‘ e is a oo 1mdyﬂ o
various extensions considered necessary and to let the Governme tOV(f}rilm?nt o recqmr.nenl_ l:
favorably of the recommendation. From what I know of the Govgm o india move if it tun es
I am afraid I cannot hold out much hope that they will bo ablo to dlnrlgrtt t(if e stprogrtu mil;llllis’
Eart of the country. I hope that now the new rules for tho encourage . tm;r vato o t(; rise

ave been put forward, somebody will be found to come forward to r%I:l (tm C privato f - I;:e 8
railway from here to Calicut; if so, I will be very glad to see it dorr)le b0 - Lo}xflpanyt ; }na"e
mportant to this part of the country. You next allude to what vou ; eci‘f o0 fho G llz 3;
with the same interest as do a large number of other Munioipalit};es fls . 1 unicipellty IO(f) ufer‘
supply and drainage, and you ask that Government should come to 4 amﬁ {’ e Ot Ny nd
you show that you are not able to contribute anything to the 005’;) ux; D e m]_%t o a'11
Government would rather get an assurance from you that you wouldsb y 1the echome. altfu wey,
The work is an important one and similar works have to be oarriod ; tg_ad Lo et it b fw :g;
:ﬁuntry, and Government looks to the various places themselves to ooxftl;ril;?tev:muts 'ps;;rltx:ol(x)nt of

e cost. We are doing now as much as our finances will admit for the oxisti cor :m ount
supply, and on each occasion we have called on the memorialists to g oy boar e
portion of the cost. Therefore, if any station is backward or unal] 0'(: mo forward and bear somt
:lri’ila &1;1 ti;ir:idt Q{))v:rnment Witlsl' be n;o:‘ﬁ il(l,glsltttedlto direct its atten‘ziozot(:)mt(})mt; (;vull;o a::;s?r?:?ozs

0 € .

reported on al?yr;cllxle;:?me porbion @ m ot awaro that tho Sanitary Engineor hes

Chairman—Yes ; its cost is about Rs. 30,000,

His Excellency—Not more than that ! It seems a very small sum. However, I will mske
. ’

& point of inquiring into this when I go back and will look i
present moment I am not able to make any definite pm;i‘;l; into the matter; beyond that at the

Address of the Municipal Councillors of the Town of Mangalore

MaY 17 prEASE Your ExcrLLENCY,— W8, th iod '

, — We, the Munio : -

11?;';,1 avail (igurselves of’ your Exoellenoy”s visit to our towrlxp:c} giu;ﬁlm Ofl e TO‘R ?1f h;a: %ﬁe
your Excellency’s Government has graciously conferred mf omour plgemgls.:nlc:ioglinog the

transfer to the municipal i ; i SFT .
88 the municipal hos‘;II;:l ﬁ?&zfsﬁ?ﬁﬁ?m’“’ building to which the institution hitherto knownt
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Tn the year 1871, the Government ordered the transfer of the institution along with the endow-
ment fund of Rs. 1,000 to the Municipal Commissioners, with the remark that ¢ it had no doubt
that under their care and with adequate appropriation from local and municipal funds,it would
be improved in efficiency.” The average annual attendance, which was about 2,700 at the time
of the transfer, has been steadily increasing year after year, until it rose to 11,723 in 1886, when
it became necessary to provide additional accommodation. This has been supplied within the
premises with the help of the endowment fund referred to, and the new wards thus constructed
were opened in 1888 and called after Mr. John Sturrock, for many years the Collector of the
District and Chairman of the Municipal Council.

On the abandonment of Mangalore as a military station, this building was made over to us
by your Excellency’s Government, and we cannot mark our gratitude in a more suitable manner
than by associating it with your name and calling it “The Wenlock Hospital,” for which we
golicit your permission.

We have yet another request to make. A special room for operations will increase the
usefulness of the Wenlock Hospital, besides meeting a necessity repeatedly pointed out by
Surgeon—Maj or W. A. Lee, the late District Surgeon of this place, owing to the increasing number
of surgical cases. We therefore take this opport:nity to request you tolay the foundation-stone of
the proposed structure, as an upper storey aver the front part of this building, which shall also
commemorate the invaluable services of Dr. Lee, for which funds were subscribed and the project
started some time ago, but hitherto kept in abeyance for want of space in the premises of the
former hospital.

In conclusion, we beg to tender our heart-felt thanks to your Excellency for having
condesconded to comply with our request, and wish your Excellency and Lady Wenlock long
life and prosperity.—Manga,lore, Q1st October 1893.

His Excellency’s Reply.
His Excellency, in reply, thanked the gentlemen present for their address of welcome, and

added that he could not possibly visit their district before, as other districts less favoured than
theirs demanded his attention. He was, however, glad to be among them and thanked them in

his own as well as Lady Wenlock’s name for the recoption they had acoorded him.

Address of the Inkabitants of the Town and District of Mangalore.

May 1T PLEASE Your ExceLtexcy,—In presenting to you the expression of our gratitude
for this your visit, we, the representatives of the Town and Distriet of .Mangalore, seize the
opportunity to lay before your Excellency a matter affecting our prosperity very nearly. We
are encouraged to do this by the kuowledge we have of your Txcellency’s invariable kindness to
those who approach you and the encouragement you have always given to the frank exposition
of anything affecting the well-being of any portion of the community under your rule.

The oue great fact we are anxious to impress upon your Excellency is that of our almost
complete gsolation from the seat of Gorvernment. During three months of the year, our port is
olosed, and our only communication with the outer world is by post and telegraph. The nearest
railway station is that of Kadur, 120 miles away uponl the other side of the ghat. By the
departure of the regiment, this isolation is intensified, and there are no means whereby security
of life or property can be guaranteed ; whilst the absence of a European Surgeon leaves us
without a second medical man in the district; and ghould an emergency arise, & week or more
must pass before assistance, either military or medjcal, from Cannanore or elsewhere could be
afforded us. Meanwhile we form 8 community of over 40,000 souls, and the property in the
town is very considerable—too considerable to be left unprotected, t00 dependent on the fluctua-
tions of trade, to be hampered or prevented from legitimate expansion. The present prosperit
we are proud to say, has been built up by the unaided exertions of the citizens. To yog "
Excellency’s Government is transmitted yearly a revenue of over 11 lakhs after providing £ d
the revenue and judicial administration, and up $ill now no works of public improvement %aor
been undertaken which in any degree encroach upon this contribution to the Imperial ineg o
But as your Excellency must be well aware, trade knows nothing of standing still ; it o
either bfa on the increase, or it flows back and ebbs away. Mangalore has reached that pO’int post
prosperity when for its further extension the hand of Government is absolutely necessa b
for the very preservation of its present trade, prompt action is essential to connect us Withlgh’ “hen
of railway at present joining the other seats of commerce in this empire. © lines

We addressed your Excellency in Council on this subject on the 10th
subsequently petitioned His Excellency the Viceroy and Hi]s Highness the Ma:%llf:;?‘h 1f8 92, and
on the same matter. The _pom_ts we _then presented for consideration were (1) ]t&ho MF sore
development of manufacturing industries in the town and of agricultural interests i at a 8reat
would certainly follow on the construction of the proposed line ; (2) that the enol.mol‘xllsthe dxlstriet
Surplus of
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this district would be at once available in times of scarcity for others less favoured ; (3) that His

. Highness the Msaharaja was prepared to construct the 60 miles of the line lying within his

* territory ; (4) that the passenger traffic would be very considerable owing to the {arge number of
pilgrims (estimated at about 200,000) who annually visit the noted shrines in the district, as well
as of coolies who to the number of 100,000 yearly travel between here and the ghdts ; (5) that the
opening up of communication with the ghéts would enable the forest produce of that region to be
utilized ; (8) that the only existing point of railway communication in_ the 500 miles of coast
between Bombay and Calicut is at Mormugao in foreign territory ; and finally that the cost of
construction of all, except the portion immediately on the slope of the ghat, is estimated at a very
low figure. :

Since the presentation of these petitions the Imperial Government has shown unmistakably
its interest in the scheme by applying for detailed m_formation respecting the present traffic which,
we believe, affords conclusive evidence of the necessity of immediate construction. It is alsoin
communication with the Government of Bombay and the Southern Mahratta Railway with a view
of coming to some definite settlement.

The Supreme Government hawging thus shown its interest in our project, we most earnestly
and respectfully urge upon your Excellency, who is mow from personal observation acquainted
with our great need and the means for its fulfilment, to mak? as strong a representation as possible
to the authorities at Calcutta, urging upon them the necessity, not of making the line, for of this
they are assured, but of initiating it without delay.

Allied to the question of the railway, comes that Of_ an improved harbo-ur. Your Excellency
has learnt something of its state in the difficult 'and tqdlous process of landing, but we venture to
point out where, in our humble opinion, these difficulties have their root, and what should be the

course to be pursued for their removal.

streams—the Nétravati and Gurpur river— which bound our town, have rock
fonngt}il:n: :1? Sultan’s Battery on the north and the Marine yard on the south. 'These form th{;
natural demarcation of the port, and weo would depre:ca.te any renewal.of the attempt, which failed
so disastrously some years Eack to form an outlet independent of these. At Bantvél, 16 miles
inland, the current of the N atravati river (the principal of the streams) is partially damned and
the wa:terway rendered impassable ; at Ferringipet an ’1‘sland divides the stream; and at Jeppoo
another rocky barrier diverts it into se‘{eral channels. The bed of the river is continually shifting
and forming shoals, and the channel is therefore .rer}dered very dangerous. We would suggest
that a system of roclamation from this bed, obtained by training walls, would give to this the
' and to the harbour such an mereased scouring force as to

i terway safety ; ; :
g;oereeﬁxﬁc;rtgﬁ o‘;athe rizer,f(;onsiderably decrease the preson’t bar, and render it no longer an
obstla)acle to vessels of greater draught than can 1now enter. While effecting improvements on the

stravats river we deem it a,dvi.sable to call attention to another very necessary work
zvcl(;izofistllt;(ilge&i:‘gf;r;rrerriver might be diverted to the landward side of Sultan’s Battgy by a
outting which would probably giveus fairl),’ deep wfa{lter at the quay. As on the pr%mary question
of railway we have asked your Excellency 8 powerful adVOCfaCy with the Supreme Government, so
in the matter of the harbour we beg for the appointment o 1_an. Engineer specially skilled in this
branch of his profession, who may not only advise as to &reﬁpunary steps for the opening of our
port, but may be entrusted with such powers 8s tm& ?t ;ﬁl to authorize, and, 1n conjunction
with the Collecter, to carry out, 80y plans he may t suitable for improving, as occasion arises,

its practical working. )
ar is closely allied to the question of the railway, so also is

: t of the harbo ]
that ‘ci‘fs :1}:: EITaIi)xrgge:l ;n tl?e ghore-side portion of the town to that of the harbour. This matter
has been urgently vecommended to the Municipality by the Sanitary Commisrioners, and they can

gee no way to action but by the increased scouring power which the rivers would obtain under the

harbour scheme we have just proposed. . -
. 1 toful to your Esxoellency for giving us the opportunity of
Ia.c’In oonclusxogla:(r{) O:I‘?Ddge‘l’l% 95:1 gl;?fore you, and for the patience with which you have listey;led
placing our grea y + that the rest of your tour may afford you the satisfaction

to our proposals. ‘We earnestly trus S : onr
eople of outh India so richly de§erve, B:nd we pray that the
}Aolﬁi;}if:;t ;f:; g:aztg:votggnth;ofr Exoellency and Lady Wenlock inoreasing strength for the

performance of your arduous Juties and sbundant blessings upon your after years.—Mangalore,
Uctober 1893,

His Excellency’s Reply.

i forring ¢ the varions points in the address, ex ressed 8 hope that the needs
of Manl;a]{]oigegi?;l’g’;g :$;Eed in due timo, es 901&11)' as his Excel{’qncy ’s Government were not
opposed to them, but rather favoured them. Ilis Excellency explained how matters stood in
connection with the railway question, and informed the signatories that the financial aspect of

) ‘ 83

-the question was being examined by the Government of India, while as regards the Harbour
improvement projects he promised, if possible, to obtain the deputation of an expert to report on
the various proposals put ferward, on receipt of whose report the Government would give the
-whole question its best consideration. Iis Excellency’s words holding out such bright hopes
were repeatedly cheered. .

Address of the Muhammadan Community of Mangalore.

May 1T pLEAsE Your Excerrescy,—We, the members of the Muhammadan community
on behalf of the Muhammadans of this district, approach your Excellency with this address,
humble though it may be, to show your Excellency and Lady Weulock that we will be second t(;
none in the welcome offered to your Excellency and Lady Wenlock on the auspicious occasion
‘of your Excellency’s visiting these shores.

Tt is not necessary for us to remind your Excellency that in times past the M

were the ruling power not.only in these parts, but even in other parts oprndia, in tlllgl :{:;Ilnagans
of sovereignty of the Honorable the East India Company. All the highest offices open to l\%' t_ays
were filled by Muhammadans ; but, gradually, times changed and the Muhammadans 6 om
the poorest and a very miserable section of the population, though very numerous as a b :&‘; now

We humbly acknowledge with the greatest gratitude that our deplorabl it
partly ameliorated by the efforts of Government to gradually impIr)ovl;sa t}?ee(z;(rilgilt(z)iﬁ has been
people ; but this has happened only when we have sunk in the deepest poverty. n of our

~ Woe submit that the Muhammadans of India were once the pioneers of i
we are poverty-stricken, ignorant, illiterate, to such an extent thgt, unless so?g: (ﬁ(ﬁ’ bt now
and help are shown to us, we are likely to go lower and lower in the scale of civiliz .tioll;agement

Under the peculiar circumstances of the degradation to which we are b .
that your Excellency may be pleased to show sympathy to this communigi inr;)tl‘lggshutfy:? submit
take steps to bestow some special consideration on us in the hard race of life, fiugs and

Wo respectfully submit and pray that the boys of our communit

admitted as free students in the Government schoolsyand colleges, and wg, fllxll&}{];e :‘}lli’:;e‘d to be
Excellency will be pleased to take into your consideration the fact that our POV@,-};-, ay that your
from being able to send our sons up for the public examinations more than onceJorytgljeveuts us
most, and we are thus placed at a great disadvantage with the wealthier portions of thlee at the
nity, and, in consideration of our efforts, to give our sons an adequate education, your Eexeoﬁlmu-
will be graciously pleased to grant that some minor posts under Government may be 'bce'c ency

ho may be unfortunate enough to fail at such examinations, but W(ffoong

upon those of them w
be found otherwise fit.

Moreover, we submit that appointments in the public service of 20 or 25 rupees’ gal
least may be conferred on the people of our community, whenever possible, on conside,.at‘?ry at
our ability and knowledge to carry on public business in the offices, not only as 5 n? lon of
lifting as out of our degradation, but to create higher aspiration and self-respect Whiche-ans of
wanting. 18 now

Government has been so far good and kind as to exempt the Muhammadan com
one moiety of the liabilities attaching to other classes of the State, and we pray th
ernment will be pleased to further exempt them from the other moiety, to which
liable, in consideration of their very depressed and deplorable condition.

And your petitioners will ever pray for your Excellency’s and for Lady Wenlock
prosperity and happiness.—Mungalore, 23rd October 1893.

munity from
at your Goya
they are now

’s long life,

Address of the Catholio Community of Mangalore.

MAY 1T PLEASE Your ExceLLeNcy,—We have already raised our voiceg ; .
our fellow jcitizens offering you and Lady Wenlock a most cordial welcome aln unison with
our welcome is all the warmer as we viewed with great concern the mighg mongst us ; anq
Excellency !;he other day which é)rovidentially has not proved serious. We P that befel] your
Excellency in the name of the Catholic community of the district to pay gocﬁgppmach your

peculiarly our own and to make a few representations on subjects we have especiall t of gratitude

2. Ours has been an eventful history, and we are indebted f : Y 8t heart.
your Excellenoy so worthily represents. y Te maebted 10T our very existence o the powe
r

3. We were converted to Christianity in the 1 oen’
we l?ear in virtue of their custom of bestg’wing mw%%mm;?lsrys})glzgﬁx POrtuguese wh
family. Our forefathers who were drawn from the superior Indian Ou the first o
Kshatriyas being most numerous—emigrated to these parts from Goa nd castes—Brq),
tant and prosperous section of the population. But evil days dawx?é(ll 8 on formea

; an i
“lt NPOr-
h the Muhamma}zlan

nvert of 4
mme gy

-—
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conquest, and the tyranny of Tippu made us hail as saviours th iti i

siege of Mangalore. It was for this that, when the war enged,ea. ]’cae‘:nt'l’;lllev;l;ggleam:s ::::egrzgl:gg
by the Sultan. In a single night, at a fixed hour, over 60,000 Catholiecs—men, women and
ghll.dren scattered all over the comst—were seized in their beds and dragged into tivity t
Seringapatam. What they endured no tongue can tell. Our churches we%ég 11‘11: c:}.}) pls fmg
and all our property confiscated. Tazed ¥o Lhe gro

4. The British victory at Seringapatam bronght deli i

exiles, some 10,000, whom the Great Iilke helped %o find IZE:?;M\::O g;ed;msg&ble tx:mnant o e

petmﬁn tswzfy oé the tBr'ltlmh Government, we have again grown in fmmbe'rs (111:)]3970 %1(1;01)11;16:; gﬂ:
n ]

‘;ﬁs :rigz ual and material progress has won us an honorable place among the inhabitants of the

5. But the awful past can never fade away out of our minds, and its contrast with the happy

present impels us to seize every opportunity to manifest i Py
thankfulness. This sentiment has been proved by deed?w ublicly our deep and abiding sense of

tide over the local outbreak of 1837 and the anxious days of the mutiny twenty years lat
er.

6. Considering our past traditions and our tried loyalt \
the favour of being permitted to enroll ourselves intoyz o);’mv{):naskofa ¢ Vy Tu tEXcellgqcy 's hands
The isolation of the district and the difficulty of meeting any eme{ eno ﬁun eﬁr Civie (;}uards.
brought to your Excellency’s notice, and we venture to hope that %ur ﬁﬁeave me{)an prominont'y
your Exeellency’s Government. r will be acceptable to

7. Further, it is but too well known that public educati : .
been creating a distaste for manual labour,—a rl;sult that ::;i;g; E?Z’;;i:iﬂ t(; atth&:i Pr.e:ltlmt lines has
—and the evil is growing apace. 'T'he want of an Industrial school is Pthee fwl ﬁut dismay,
We would have started a really good one for the benefit of all castes, but our refore, keenly felt.
We invoke the aid of your Excellency’s Government in this bebalf and als: f}souxt‘oes ate limited.
esteemed public charities—the Leper Asylum and St. Joseph’s Hospital— h(‘)rh wo of our most
and care for the castaways of the distriet irrespective of creed. which provide shelter
8. We thank your Excellency for kindly granting us an andience to- .
and Lady Wenlock many happy years.— Mangalere, 23rd Octoder 189?{' to-day and we wish yon

His Excellency’s Reply.

GrxnTLRMEN,~—I beg to thank you very cordially on behalf of Lady Wenlock and

the kind address you have just presented to us on coming here to make this our first vi;i‘?' :glf :‘?:
district. You allude to the acoident 1 met with a short time back. I am thankful to say thz.t it
has not prevented my carrying out the greater part of the tour I projected.

A SpeciaL NaTive VoLunTEeR Cores.

You describe to me the history of your past, which shows that you have gone throu

meny trials and troubles, till at last you think you have reached a c}luiet undi happier %ilxln*;.grezl:
the same time you tell me that the ‘evil days through which you have passed are not altogether
abgent from your minds, and you seem fo apprehend at some time or other a recurrence of the
evil things of former days. On that point 1 must tell you candidly that Government does not
share your apprehensions, and does not believe that there is likely to be any disturbance or trouble
in this part of the country which the ordinary police force could not contend with. You are not
likely again to havean irruption of M‘ uhamm?dgns frcra Mysore, nor are you likely to suffer from
the teursions of the wild tiives of Coorg. t 18 now considerably over 50 years siuce your last
trouble from that direction, and since then Coorg has been settled and is prosperous ang I hope
happy. You say there is in your m}nds ap?rehensmn of the likelihood of a dlsturba’.noe betWegn
cortain castes and ereeds 1n your midst. 1’ersonally I beg to say that I do not apprehend an
serious trouble in this part of the country. However, you think there is a possibility of such ¥
disturbance arising 8s elsewhere, and you ESk'that Government will authorise the raising of a
special corps of Volunteers. 1 must _tell )i;)u in regard to this that when the matter cagle ua
lately before the Government of India, such an idon as you suggest did not meet with ap mvaf
as it did not consider it advisable to sanction the raising of a purely native Voluateer Co P :
have no doubt that its reasons were wel.l-founded. and Ithink it will be hardly right if onersps_ 1
class is given a privilege which is not given to others. 1 am afraid, thorefors, thoat 1 e gi c(:?d
out any bopes of Government according its sanction to the praposal you have brought forwacd

Ebucation.

Yon then mention that the public ed.ucatlon.as carried out at prosent ten i
tage of manual labour. This you thirk is en evil which is growing apace andd ss}ft?lltll&ebglgﬁg:gn&
as much as possible. I suppose you speak with experience on this matter, but I have been ut?l
1o pay Cursory visits to the various industries in this town, and L am bound to say that, as far ae
1 can see, there seems to be a large opening in the different industries which are ﬂ()u;ibhing i:

enever occasion arose, for we helped to
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Mangalore. At the same time I am quite willing to admit that {echnical education requires
fostering specially in a place where industries are rowing and being developed, and I shall be
glad to refer the matter to the Director of Public %nstruction to see 1f anything can be done in
this direction.
Tue CaariTins.
You then ask that Government should come to the assistance of the charities whi

existing here, namely, the Leper Asylum and the 8t. Joseph’s Workhouse. As far l::I Ia?ngg:
stand, the Leper Asylum is maintained by private contributions supplemented by grants from the
Municipality and District Board, a.n.d these amounts are at present quite sufficient to keep the
Leper Asylum in a flourishing condition. I went also tothe 8t. Joseph’s Hospital, and from what
T could see of the various extepsions .bemg. carried out, I was not led to believe that it would be
necessary for Government to come to its assistance either. Therefore I am bound to tell you that
these two institutions are hardl{ such as require a diversion of the public funds towards their
assistance at the present time. If at any time the locality is unable to keep up these institations
for the benefit cf those most concerned, it will then be proper to approach Government and lay your
grievances before it. I need hardly tell you that Government has large demands made on bghalf
of a great many institutions for the requirements of the public which I am sorry to say are not in
as flourishing a condition as these two charities. In conclusion, I have only to thank you for the
address you have presented, and I am glad to find in this part of the country such a large
pumber of gentlemen of the Roman Catholic community in a prosperous and, I hope I may sagr,

contented position.

Address to Lady Wenlock by the Municipal Councillors of the Toun of Mangalore.

May 11 PLEASE Your Excrriency,—As the first Lady President of the Countess of Duf-
ferin’s Fund who has visited these parts, we, the undersigned municipal councillors of the town
of Mangalore, bid you our hearty and grateful welcome. And to commemorate this auspicious
occasion we have considered it eminently appropriate to initiate a measure which shall supply a
long-felt want of this district. Although to the suffering among the weaker sex the municipal
hospital located in this building did, to some extent, afford both accommodation and medical
aid, yet we must admit there were no facilities by which, with proper regard at the same time
to the distinctions of caste and creed, they could be accommodated exclusively by themselves
on critical occasions, and nursed under the professional care of their own sex. This long-felt
want could not be hitherto attended to, primarily in the absence of & proper building, and
secondly of the necessary funds to meet tke outlay incident upon the opening of a hospital for
women aud children. It must be noted that the financial position of this Municipality is neither
sufficiently stable nor prosperous to enable it, in addition to the existing burdens, to undertake
the carrying out of objects entailing running expenditure, by far the most prominent and urgent
of which is the establishment of a hospital for women and children with lying-in wards. Such
being the circumstances, the council was encouraged in March 1892 by the munificent endow-
ment of M.R.Ry. M. Shiva Rau Avargal, a wealthy landlord in Manjeshwar, of Rs. 1,000
towards the construction of the hospital premises of a maternity ward to be called after the donor’s
lamented only daughter who died soon  after the birth of her child. T'he abandonment of this
town as a military station was also talked of at the time, and could the military hospital be
gecured from Government for the purpose of the oivil hospital, the council entertained a hope,
destined to be realised to-day, of utilising this building for female wa;'lds. th'And we ha\{e assem-
bled here to respectfully ask your Excellency to be pleased to declare ¢ at this building is, for all

; fieri womankind. One more appeal, and we
time to come, to be devoted to the cause of suffering O o and two fomalo servants will bo

have done. By way of a beginning, our two out-door h .y

available for duty. A resident lady apothecary is also necessary who mus he engagfd at once,
if available, or one should te trained for the purpose. Our resour&ses, we aw;e}; 00? essed, are
unequsl to meet the requirements of a well-equipped hOSPltﬂl‘, an . we musif;nln erefore look to
extraneous aid. The District Board will be appealed to, 1n ViIeW © the use ; 1955 of the new
institution to the whole district. By your presence here on this occésmntwe ??D ueilfmqm;aged to
hope that your Excellency in your capacity as Lady President of the lloun o88 I(i 1 d?‘m 8 Fund,
the avowed object whereof is to promote institutions of the kind a (lleeli) t g ndian Empire,
raay be pleased to move the benign Government of your illustrious husband to sanction the
grant, from Imperial revenues, of a reasonable proportion of the outlay e?ln this new charitable
institution. In conclusion we request that your Excellency may ‘?9 pleas. to accept our thanks
for your kind condescension in complying with our desire o1 this occasion, and we wish your

Excellenoy and Lord Wenlock long life and prosperity-

—

Her Excellency’s Beply-

GenTLEMEN,—] beg to thank you for the kind and
welcomed me here to-day. I assure you it gives me the
inauguration of this branch of an institution in which I

hearty manner in which you have
eatest pleasure to be present at the
ol the deepest interest. I think no

10
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Furopean woman can reside in this country witho i
; C nt . 0 . .
:1:; :;.i? f:lv:e:::fgz. fPergonally I feel it tlllz highest ]E:;];;sx:ttl;r ebde v;%}: It)cl)kyhalt th?\ e %
romodial rascuror : &)( sz@noe, and on behalf of this institution I have to thmekth esSeh?"thl?.the
fo Bt apotheon ma Ilo;, a.lt(xld I hope that his example will be followed by C:ther :- Alva. o(;v
T amd ack the Drgéermoﬁunauffmaffa :2§ :gg?::tyrgen}; iihmt yet filled up, that y:ursfgf-ﬁ
oo ( u in the i i ‘
bexfr(x)g:t:a}r:; l(g%{émggﬁt“]; me as the Lady President of the Cou:xileiztt)ofnl())fxf;ef}ﬂ’ly-lg‘mlge? tind
1ol te wory happy b0 {i ouﬁr req;esi:. for a grant to aid in the initial expenses 1gfsthunh O_taf'
e ivearino the 0. KFoeling as I do the warmest sympathy i I this insti e hospital.
greatgst pleasure to declare the hospital opexy; in this institation, 1 oo

Address of the Agricultural Community of South Canara

May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY ‘We wh

. . . b D o sta

;g:mggncfﬁh&rlzll (Jominun;;c.y of Soutl.l Cal}ara, which ggmbl(::?:e ag(?ll:t o tho representatives of

t y o taﬁges portion of the inhabitants of the district. I'h hle agd bt l}alf lakhs and

tbe pr:tslen ;Jrefsl egulations and the fear caused by the unoert;.int e hardship inflicted on us b

le: ee o gﬁ:nan(zi tS::ndt}'eve.nue mey take place have compelled us t)c,) s to the principles on whic
attention m the hope that redress may be obtained encroach npon Your kxcel~

g0 often been held out to assist those who are not able to help tglelixemefmm those Lisnds which have

ves.

As regards forests, we have all alon, i
g g been alive to th inet
and we have }rlliew}rler hthougl_lt their preservation unnecessal;{)riﬁfép vlf tlf;at they require preservation,
manner in whic that pr}n.clplg is now carried into aotior; in o 2 dlll d fl'om exPerienoe that the
presume, considerable revision in the direction we shall presently lfpres?;ct r%qulres, we humbly
Z o Your Jxcellenoy.

As regards forest administration, our grievanc i ;
to 'landholders and existing restrictions t%ereon, :;;rezii()l)ixllmgﬁplency of kumaki now allowed
agricultural cattle. sufficient provision of pasture for

As to our first grievance, we beg Your Excel ’
means “aid” afforded to cultivation ign the shape olfe ;Z{tirieg: ::t&egresent that *kumaki
vgood and timber for either agricultural implements or for sheds for pr et, of leaves for manure ;
(,o?,st rain or f.or ot'her farm. {)urposes; grass for thatching and forp (i) ooting cattle from West
enjoyed from time immemoria from waste lands. limited only b thr)’ fodder, &o. These we
adjoining cultivation. About the middle of the present century wl);en (:vw: far-shed of tho hill
fo grow in value, limitations also began to be imposed by the curtailme a:s (fa land began slowly
This was followed by further restrictions, until in 1874 the kumaki i Oﬂ the kumaki extent.
of little practical value. Then the Government of Lord Hobart, on fullperlv ’(:1g'e had coms to bo
history of kumaki, most graciously restored to us our full right’B This onsideration of the past
stute, was however, destined to be shortlived, for it was withdrawn C'oncle{s;mn’ wo regrot to
partially restored to us after some years of hardship. We say partiall belcf1 Z?] and was only
the wargdar is allowed full kumaki rights, the restrictions imposed ):),n h'a use, though in theory
rights make 1t all but ﬂluso::y—he who cannot use on his land in his villa, to enjoyment of such
of the kumaki-strip, and this, even to recoup himself for the outlay on s ug:-il Ogll.uiiot sell the produce

oduce.

‘We humbly venture to think that restoration to u [ .
result in affording substantial aid to existing oulti:agfogmarfgnsﬁgltlts :?1 kumakis would only
extension of oultivation—the most important source of revenue in Can: T ial “encouragement to
. to Your Excellenoy is.that your Government may be pleased to rest ara ; and our humble prayer
right in kumakis. ore to us our onee-possessod full
That the kumski constitutes the most essential ¢ ;
‘i}lustl:atgd by the fact that we are af:oustomed. to gro:lgg‘;ﬁ:e:for“:‘;:% cultivation is practically
‘ hadis at & distance from cultivation when it is impracticablo to gro t]l‘]mgles locally krown as
and history shows that even the Coorg Government had found it I@B;:c;v em close to cultivation,
ortions of Canara when they fformed part of Coorg ; and grants mss:;ry to adopt this plan in
. gettlement m.181?—13 are to this day enjoyed under the name of * b‘:i e a,t’ Coorg survey and
from cultivation m those portions of Coorg which were added to C nes ” situated far away
Coorg to British possessions in 1834. anara after the annexation of
Our sccond grievance i3 the insufficient proision of pa .
hambly beg Your Excellency’s leave to represent tha{ é’aliz;:}{g: zzrl ngg rultural live-stock.—We
the ghats of either Mysore or of the Bombay P’residency are the murlgct breed of cattlo and that
and necessar;]li' draws for all its cattle. The cattlo thus imported re (}3181?“ which Canara freely
30,000 annually w}nch, at tho moderate average rate of Rs. 15 a head cgct tbo enormous number of
The reason of this enforeod resort to foreign markets is that the’la,t’5 s': out 4§ lakhs of rupoes.
roduces but & poor crop of grass for fodder available generally only dg:il o formution of Canara
he year; and the imported cattle, acoustomed to richer grass of the gh r;g about cight months of
and their death is expedlted by exposure to the heavy rain of Canar ghebs SO0 deteriorate here,
the cattle which survive these ovils are swept away by cattle diseasg; 01;A :ODS(llderabledpc{)rtion ﬁ{
re devoured by Wi
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beasts which, owing to the preservalion of forests on & large scale by Government in thi
clad district, have %ound an asylum_nearer our homes and our cattle-pens than was tshiorce::;
before. The replacement of cattle thus lost falls to onr lot every three or four years; and while

the replacement heavily drains us of our scanty savings, We a%o now grievously subjected to a
grass tax irrespective of whether the so-called pasture reserves afford fodder all the year round or
not, for the summer heat parches up all grass, and what is left of the dry stems after removal
for thatching purposes, i8 N asumed by casual fires; and the cattle seldom find a blade of grass
to browse on, during at least the four hot months of the year. We would humbly solicit Your
Excellency’s kind consideration to this matter of vital importance to agricultural communities—
a matter which leads to the bankruptcy and ruin of numberless ryots; and we humbly pray that
Your Excellency may be pleased to protect us in the matter of grazing, by so extending our
kumakis as to afford sufficient pasturage to all cattle which the extent of cultivation requires us
to maintain; and, where such kumakis are anavailable, to allow sufficient extent from the
reserve lands. Our request for special allotment of land for grazing purposes is not devoid of
precedent in the history of the distriet, for Your Excellency may find on enquiry that the

same Coorg Government which allotted land (bdnes) for kumaki purposes generally, allotted
oses under the name of “barikes” which have been transferred

special extents for grazing purp -
in Canara and have all along been enjoyed by the ryots.

from Coorg to the British power
On the subject of the approaching gettlement of our lands, we humbly wish to impress on
the main a hilly country. A greater part of its

Your Excellency’s mind that South Canara is in
ale sand on the coast. On the other

soil is poor and porous. 1t is rocky in the interior and st
d blessing in that they wash away the fertility

hand the heavy rains we get are not an unmixe
artificially imparted to the soil by the ryots at great Jabour and expense. Our district has therefore
much that is not common with the rest of the Presidency, and our tenures are, we believe, also
E-(iaculiar to ourselves. Considering oductiveness of the S,Oil.» we bear at presen’t the
ghest assessment of any district in the Presidency. No Government irrigation works exist here
and the lands were formed into fields and gardens and then cultivated by the unaided industry
of the ryots. We would ask most respectfully of Your Excellency that before orders are passed
as to the mode of assessing our lands, Your Excellency may be pleased to order us to be furnished
with all the papers connected with the approaching settlement of the district, and that we may
ortunity of making our representa-

be heard personally on the natter, so that we may have an opp
tions regarding the principle on which a just and faIr assessment may be based in view of the

peculiar circumstances of our isolated district. )

In conclusion we beg to thank Your Excellency for so patu_antly listening to these matters
which very seriously affect the prosperity of all and the very livelihood of many amongst us ; and
in praying for Your Excellency’s future welfare, we begs &o.—Mangalore, 23rd October 1893.

o——

His Excellency’s Reply.

GeNTILEMEN,—The address which you have preeel}ted. me deals with a question which natu-

rally affects you closely in your relation with the cultivation of the soil. The total area of the

land in the district is about 25 lakhs of acres, of which only 5 lakhs of acres are cultivated, leavin
od for forest purposes. I will only poin%

20 lakhs of acres of unassessed waste land or land reserv ; y
of unassessed wastd land which you complain is not sufficient

out that there is a large amount : : . )
for the pasturage of your cattle. You detail other difficulties which occur 1n connection with your
inted with the details of u cultivator’s life in South Canara

i

cattle. 1 am not sufficiently acqua: |
e the part of the cultivator that he has not

but it appears to me that there is something wanting on 3 )
managegpto Year ited to the conditions of the climate than those imported

a breed of cattle more st : i
from @ higher and & drier part of the country. I believe you will find in almost every country in
the world by Prop for the particular requirements of the

er selection & breed of cattle suitable
ained. I shall be glad to assist in any way the ryots in South Canara in

country can be obt .
anl;'thrizx of this sort which can be done for the benefit of the cultivators here. As regards th
kumaki lands, you toll me in former days that certain privileges existed, aud that now proces "
of restriction have tak ards the extent of these privileges and you ask that cert i
priviloges that were given by 2 G.0. in 1874 should be restored—that means to say that ain
ghould have unrestricted rights over the kumaki attached o each warg. I am not pre e()i’ou
could well consider ont the face of the decree of the %a(;ll‘xxb o
ay

t this is & point Government
say that this 18 & PO . " iih g case from North Consra and of the despatch of the Secreta
Ty

i in connect
High Court 1 © own here in 1879. But as you well know, the whole questi
ion

£ State on the subject which came down here ir ' :
gf thaz, esﬁrvey a.ud] settlement of the district is coming O and this matter will be thOI‘OUg}ﬂ
y

: 1to then, and we will see if the matter can be arranged satisfactorily for 2
{glggl(;’dfzﬁ:ll be in the country when the survey is ooncluded. I therefor); do g(?;l;vis{lt tls not
anything which will commit the Government in any way. What I do say is purely my o say
fecling on the subject. 10U ask that the kumaki should b% extended even so far-as Ly I()fl‘sonal
ment giving up & portion of the proposed forest reserves. ddo‘ar kumaki would bo ther, o :Verm
by a certain portion of the anassessed waste land being adaec. 1f that were done I we len@ed
to know if each ryot would be prepared to pay & light as.sessment not only on the existin 1;1 d Xke
but also on what extension 1t was found possible to give them, thus restoring to the %ulltl-ma:‘i,

. ivaton

unrestricted privileges 0ver his kumaki.
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Mr. Brito, the spokesman of the deputation, explained the state of affairs to Iis Excellency
and asked that the matter might be carefully gone into; if then, it was decided to levy an assess-
ment he prayed that it might be a light one.

His Excellency continuing said :—My idea is that it may be found possible that some such
arrangement might be satisfactory. It is hardly possible for me to make any definite pronounce-
ment on the subjeot, and all I would like to do is to get as much information as is possible on all
points raised. As regards the settlement which deals with kumaki among other matters, nothm.f‘
will be done in a hurry, and such papers as are necessary for the elucidation of matters will
certainly be submitted to you, and every opportunity will be given you of stating your own case.
You say in your address that the present condition of affairs leads to the ruin and bankruptcy of
numberless ryots. 1 have enquired into the number of coercivo processes issued for the recovery
of revenue, and I find that the number of coercive processes issued for the recovery of revenue
are extremely low. I hope therefore that I may consider the remarks you have made on this
point in your address slightly exaggerated. I am not prepared to admit that your district bears
s heavier assessment than any other in the Presidency. From what I can gather, the rates
bear favorable comparison with those of other districts. ‘With regard to the insufficiency of
grazing which I touched upon at the beginning of my reply, I learn that there are 14 lakhs of
acres of unassessed waste land, of which the cattle have a free run, ‘I'his appears fo e to compare
favorably with the conditions which obtain in other parts of the country. With regard to the
8,030 acres which it is proposed to reserve, I need hardly tell you that they will be reserved entirely
in the interests of the people themselves. Considering the manner in which the grazing on the
14 lakhs of acres is carried on, it seems to us that unless somebody sets to work to preserve some-

‘thing, in the course of a few years, there will be very little grazing at all for Government to
‘reserve. It is necessary also that some sort of restriction should be imposed with regard to the
forest reserves, for unless this is done the whole country would be denuded of its timber reserves.
1 need hardly tell you that the Collector and the Forest officer are only too willing to use this

ower with as much consideration for the ryots as possible. In attending to the restrlgt(liops
imposed, you object to the grass tax. That Ilearn is only half the maximum rate levied 1n
other distriets, and this it is absolutely necessary should be imposed in the Government reserves
in the interest of the people themselves in after years.
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