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Ixnp1a Orricy, .
London, 2 st Seplember 1555,

Lullic (_Emiqr«rlz'om).
No. 144

To His Exee}lency tho Bost Tonoaraily +
in Coune:]

My Lorp Miargurs,—1n conbinuation of Lhe corespondence forwarded
with my Despatch of the 8ist ultimo, No. eS8, I transmit, fop your in-
formnti(m, copy of a further Despatch

from Ier Majesty’s Coneyl in Réunion,
regarding the eagg of an Indian who g unable to pay the tay levied upon
him as being of Asiatic origin, and who sy Lwprisoned in the Depist Com.
munal at St, Doyig,

2. The estion of the leeality of thig tax is now undep refrrence to th
q aality a e
Foreign Offieq o India Ollice, 15 Jane 1893 and :L(?i,"ﬂ[ 'A(l\'iscr of ][Cl‘ I\[”iesty’s .Ei’!l;)(lS—

tuclosyye. . . A .
indin Otfico to Forcizn Office 941, June 1893, Sy in P““Ss as Your ]“A\CCHCD‘«‘.Y will ob.

serve from the dccompanying eorrespondence noted in the margin,

No. 20, dated 21st July 1893 and onclosures.

T have the konour to be,
My Lorp Marquis,
Your Lordship’s most obed:ent, tumble Servant,

KIMBERLEY.

———
No. 20, dated Réunion, the 21st July 1593,

From—C. W, Bryxnre Lisq,. Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion,
To—The Right Honourabla the Earl of Rosebery, K.G, &e, &e.,

I have the h()ﬂOlll' to inclose a copy of 3 COPFESI)OHdCHCG, as mark-

Consul Bennett, May 27¢h 1598, ed in the margin, whicl hag passed
é’f&fﬁi"){»fﬁﬁi’ﬁf {‘{l‘yy ifctz}]l,' 1’;‘,{? betwpen AL Manés and myself regard; ng
Goveroor Mangs, 2lay 31st, 1893, the imprisonment, ip the Depos Conn-
Consul Biennett, Juse 8l 1593, munal ng We Doy, of a free Indian, nam.

=1 Doresamy, who has boen URAGLC t0 puy (hy tay lovied upon him g beig
«1 Asiatic origin.

The fact of this Indinn, hiWin!: been discoverad by My, Mackenzie and
mysell in the first establishment Visited by ws on gy reeent tour of inspection
produced a_ most marknd TAPPSsIon npon AL Mands and is no douht mainly
the cause of such a sudden colle fues as Ilis l*)xcvl?r;ug}' performed on this

SCeasioN.
It is now pliced on reeord {hat Persons of Asiatic orieig Who ennnng pax

i fhat. ' who ’
their tax can enly beo imprisoned Jor fvo days, instend of, as in tiho past, e
taree or four months,

No. 16 dated S, Denis, the 2714 May 1823,

Gsep,, Tlop Majpaivty ¢1 YWouni:
From—~C. W, Buvygrr, Esip., Her Maje oy s Lonsul af, Rémninn,

S L
To~Ilis Excelleney the Governor of Réunion.

pection of the Denit Corvnunal made Yosesdsy by

ine the ins
_Duung, the . here wag e v b which frdine wor, forkod
quired whero was e o P waieh fudpne Wore Forko

Mr. Mackenzie, Iin .
up who failed to pay their taxes.




M. le Protecteur, as the matter did not in any way concern his depart-
nent, referred me to M. le Maire.

M. le Maire in eloquent phrases ,f\'proq:(\d hia dianpprovnl of the practice
of converting depots into prison, and beforve he had quite iinished the state-
meni of his views upon the subject, the door of the hovel in question was
opened and an Tndian, with eves blinded by the sunlight, ran amongst us.
1lis name I found was Doresamy. ile arrived from Muauritins three months
acro and has been imprisoned at the depot for six weeks. T could not ascer-
tain how much lonzer he was to be kept there.

The hovel in question was ahont, 10 by 19 feet with o door and windows
being tightly closed, it was perfeetly dark It is to be hoped in the interests
of humanity that they are not usually closed.

Mer Majesty’s Government could hardly have hada clearer proof of my
constantly repeated assertion that between prison and dendt there is ouly a
difference of name, than was vesterday presentcd before Mr. Muir-Mackenzie

as Delegate of the Indian Government.

T shall be much obliced if Your Excellency will let me know what steps
will now be taken to put an end to Doresamy’'s imprisonniens,

St. Denis, je 28 Mai 1895,

From—>M. E. Maxts, Gouverneur de la Réunion,
To—M. le Consul &’ Angleterre, St, Dents.

J’ai honneur de répondre A votre lettre du 27 du courant, No. 16.

Aussitot informé de la présence au depdt communal de St. Denis du
nommé Doresamy Arlagnery. jai prié M. le Dirccteur de U'Intérieur de me
fournir des renseignements sur la situation de cet Indien.

11 resulte des informaticns donnéos par ce Chef d’Administration que le
Nommé Doresamy, ouvrier en bijouterie, est arrivé & 1y Réunion le 21 Ievrier
1893. En sa qualité d’étranger il était redevable d’une taxe de s¢jour s'élevant
3 17 francs 55 cts., pour le premier semestre do cotte année.  Comme il $’était
obstinément refusé a se liberer de la taxe due au "Présor et dont I pereeption
est autorisée par un décret de M. le Président de la République. 11 fut placé
au depot Communal en vertu de Particle 3 d’'un arrété pris par mon prédcéces-
seur en date du ler Avril 1887, en attendant que sa situation fut roglée.

Pendant son sé¢jour an dépot le bijoutier Amourdelincom proposa d’ac-
quitter la taxe de Doresamy A la condition qu'il travaillat pour lui.  Ce dernier
s’y est encore refusé. Ce qui prouve que cet T dien non seulement ne voulait
pas se sumettre aux obligations du déeret préeité, mais encore ¢tait déeidé
ne se livrer 4 aucun travail.

Pans cette sitnation le nommé Doresamy aurait pu éire déféré ausx tribue
naux pour s’enfendre condamner A cent franes damende et o un emprisonne-
ment de quinze jours, en conformité des prescriptions du déevet présidentiel

. 7
susvisé.

Au lieu de requérir contre lui les penies cidessus indiquées, le service de
la Police plaga Doresnmy datitre de mesnre transitoire et en exdeution de I’ar-
roté du ler Avril 1687 aw Depdt Communal.

Jusque 12, la mesure Ia plas bienveillants a ¢¢ applignés & Doresamy,
Mais je suis fros surpris Q’apprendre var vous que cet indicn se trouvait non
pas mis en subsistance au dit depot, mais empri~ound.

Cle-t 13 wne infraction manifeste aux réglements en vigueur contre laquelle
je ne saurais trop m'éléver.

Ct j’invite M. le Directeur de ' Interieur non seulement  infliger un blame
des plas gévores o lagent qui a commis cotte infraction, mais & faire mettre
Poresamy immédiatement en liberté, soul A lui réelamer par les voles lézales
et apres on délai moral le paiement de-la somme dont il est debiteut.

3

No. 17, dated Réunion, the 253th May 1893
From—C. W. Bryner Esq., Her Majesty's Consul at Réunion,

To—Son Excellence AL le Gouverneur de la Réunion.

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excelleney’s note
of to-day’s date with reference to the imprisonment at the Depot Communal

of a free British Indian named Doresamy.

I am pleased to see that Your Excellency ackaowledges the illegality of
this procecding which is by no means an unisnal one. T should be pleased to
convey to ler Majesty’s Goverament Your Ixcelleney’s formal assurance that
in future a very strict diifecence will be made between depots and prisons.

At the same time if Doresamy cannot pay 17 franes 55 cents which is now
due, it is hardly to be expected that he will be able to pay 100 francs after he
has been imprisoned in the depot for six weeks and then finished the term of
{ifteen days to which he will, [ presume, be condemned in due course. Ilis
one hundred francs fine will be converted into one hundred days’ imprisonment,
<o that for the crime of heing poor and unable to pay a poll taX levied upon
the inhabitants of a forcign country which Your lxcellency’s Administration
is now pressing to send labourers to Léunion, he will be iaprisoncd in all for
over five months.

I would beg respectfully to suggest to Your Excelleney that the penal
laws against Asiatics which by a recent decision of the Conseil Genm:al are to
be suppressed only “dés la reprise de I'Immigeation Indienne ? might lead
Tler Majesty’s Government to wonder whether it is the real wish of Your Excel-
lency’s Administration to have any Indians at all in the Island.

Mr. Mackenzie being of opinion that Doresamy will never be able to pay his

fines or escape his imprisonment, has deposited in my Lhands the sum necessary
to prevent the Indian from further molestation,

No. 152, St, Dennis, le 31 Mai 1893.
From—M. Maxks, Gouverneuar de la Réunion,
oM. le Consul d’ Angleterre.

Je ticns a ne pas laisser sans réponse certaines opinions on appréciations
eponcées dans votre lctt'-re du 26 Mai copmnf}, No. 17, et qui ne pe uvent érytre
que le résultat de renseignements erroncs quit vous ont 6t¢ fournis.

Vous me demandez de vous donner T assurance qu'a Ili’ avenir une stricte
différénce a S€Td faite entre les depdts et les prisons.

Je puis d"autant plus fac.ilozncnt vous donner cette assurince que cette
différence a de tout temps existe. Je ne pense pas quian fait uniqueet aceiden-
tal que j'al blamé et sur lequel j’al provoque 1‘3SA9A\'1>11<'11t‘1(:r}<’du Maire do St.
Denis qui & 1a s’m'ycﬂlance du depot, puisse ¢ire considdré comme ¢tant un
£ait habituel cb général.

Vous croyez que st Doresamy C:t'nit condamné & 309 franes d’nm_onde pour
défaut de paiement dc: s taxoe de séjour, cette amende serait convertie en cent
jours de prison ¢ est 10 encore une erreur.

Cotte copversion n'a licw que pour les amendes prononcées par le Tribunal
disciplinaire contre les unm\grrints set1n:)1§ ?u végime (Ilu travail et pour des in-
fractions auX dispositions du déeret du 27th April 1887,

Tour les étrangers goumis ¢ la ‘mx01 de séjour les recovenurs des domaines
chargés du récouvrement des amendes de celte nature exercent coutre cux la
contrainte par corps.

Or aux termes de Particle 9 de Ja loi du 27 juillet 1837 rendue applicable
qux Colonies par déeret du 27 Juin 1b})l, la (hu_’ce fh) (thtf') contrainte, en
matiere de simple police, st au maximum de chig jours. Telle est en con-
ééquence la pcinc d’cmpris’gnncmcnt Gue pcu‘f; avolr d ‘s Libil‘ ;1?bc?ntre}'enant au
réglcmcnt sur la ta.xc dg sc_!our ot non) {{a‘s tuall‘] 11];301'50’11 ress 12 1v ;na{:lrx lne ‘Pylio-
nongant presque jamals 'emprisonnement Go i P pe e régle-

ment prézite.
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Dans votre opini
inton Doresamy <erai .
i ) 1 n. samy cerait pauvre ot ine » . nxe
qui lui est réelamée.  Jo vous ,)"y 1 pauvre cf ineapable de payer la taxc
vous Val déjd fait connaitre prie de vouloir bien remarquer, ainsi que Jo
esse ; car dos 1".&1.1\,(;“ ‘(‘ll“’ll()” que sa pauvreté previent uniquement de sa pa'r—
X ) ’ e wiy) [ U}K\g:nnv ) 1. T .. - .
Jui a proposé de payer as taxe i | A ‘1\\"1:'1} COL)L‘.”",]O bijouticr Amourdelingom
de 15 francs par Mois noR co 1 4 jaeonnition gt il Yemployit chez lui o rawson
& 3 1 ] - P el . { - -
sy est formellement refusé (t]lm\ by nownritwe et e Togment. Doxesuny
) fusé eva préidvd rester dans Poisivete
> rester aans Posivete.

En ce qui coneernc &
, weerne le désie exnpimd: 9 i
faites allusi})n e n,qirfiulsudmu exprimd par le Comseil Géndral et anquel vous
; alaucun y oY ; ines
L motif pour ne pas le eroire sineere.

No. 19 &€ .
19, dated Réunion, the $th June 1593,
From—=C. W. Bevverr, B R . oo
"Po—Son E y B, Hor Majssty’s Consul at Réuuioen,
o—3Son Excellence A 1o Gouvar v
averneur de la Réumon.

T am much oblired -

, ired Tor Your 10 . ;
ine the imprisonn ‘ > ‘_f“l Your Ixeelleney’s note of tho 51st ultimo, regard
) mprisonment of DOL‘L‘.\'nn‘ly in the Depot Communal. i

I am pleased to nofe the x
plied in ("éuq where In‘){lf/ the et thatin futare the law will be less strietly ap-
loneer he Us‘L\d ‘w’ )i" naans are wrable to pay their taxes, that <lupots'will 1o
oo b HE ISONN, ¢ . . .
Vcrz‘l e g ‘1 SONN, :Lnd the 100 franes’ fine will not, as forwerly, be con-
ed 1to mnprisonent i the Gopog
* L Us

fact tIh:tOilﬂ%lfﬁlgoi]ﬁL?,E)glmlu-““yr‘f’ draw Your Excellency’s attention to the

zie, the Depdt Communal “i"“ m:h 1 have V\)SIIU(I in company \\'1Ul Mr..i\[acl_\'(zp-

very few istances o l)uil(’liliu»m»)ii’ aeat st Paud, a p:u'.t: of the :}ct,uul prison, 1s 1
o situated at any great distances from the prison.

As, however, th i
i e . . B . . -
connection with Mr \;{“f%mn ot onumunal depots will be fully considered in
pe ) A CMacs a1t .o . . ) » .
oo it WCRenzie’s visit, it is unneeessary for me to enter further

Dat S oy o .

ed Forcign Offi -, London, the Tst June 1593,

Form~3n T. V. L,

Lo STER, Assistant Secrctary of State, Foreign Otlice,
o—The Under Sceretary of Stute for India

With reference to your letter of the 15th of January last, I am directed
by the Earl of Roscbery to transmit the
from Mr. Dennett, Ier Majesty's :1ccoxxll):)1)1:\'il1g copy of a further despatch
tion of the legality of th.cfi‘oyusl'(,‘(')x}sul at LRcéanion, 1n rega'rd' to the "qpes-
origin residing in tho sl f‘ax 11f113<)5()§1_ on persons of Asiatic and African
s doubtful of the success o rom which it will be seen that Consul Bennett

eess of an appeal to the Cour de Cassation in Paris,

and has thought it best not to ¢ : Tpiti ;
costs of sach an appeal at Pr&éﬁ?umt the Dritish Indian community to the

From Consul Dennctt, No. 9 dated 2¢nd April 1503

ILe suggests, howey

! aaests ever . . e . . .

Embassy e %houldm],:dm the opinion of the legal adviser of Tler Majesty’s

1887, published inkth e l')(l taken as to the validity of the law of June 17th,
) ‘ ¢ “ I'renely ” Journal Ghieiel 77 of July Tth 1%87, and [

to state that, if Sceret:
H ' Sceretary tho Barl of IG : ;
) vtho Barl of Kimborley concurs, buer Mujesty’s Ambasy

3 3 D FNIN . .
sador in Paris will be instructed 1o obtzin it.

No, ¢ ) IR N . e
Noo 0, dated Blunioo, tha 2hd gy al Isve

I'rom—C. W. Bix ;
W Besyoore, B . C S
NLAT, JNI,, er Mujesty Copsul b Ridmoon,

T . ,
o-——1ler Majesiv's Seer o . L o
ajesty's Seevetury (7 Siate bow 1oreien sAare.

‘ot to tak D oot s O ey faw L()rv\l‘»h‘;li 5 approval of thesteps I was
about to take to ‘(',.sL the lecality of (1l poll fax imposed on persons of Asiatic
and Afvican origin residi in (e iddand of Bidunion, Thave the honour te
report 'ﬂ“ﬂ‘t on ““:“‘“1' mquivy 1 find that iLe vesult of an appeal tothe Cour de
Cas§11t1011 at ]).ﬂ'l‘l% is doubtind, and under these civcumstances L oean l::uﬂlv
advise the DBritish Indian conmpunity to tisk tve thousaud franes on the
chance of success. i ‘ }

1 am in some doubt as to whether this change of opinion on the part of
the lawyers comes {rom 2 closer cxamination of the law in question, or is the
result of pressure put on Dy the Government in order to save a tax which
brings in cighty thousand francs a year to the local budget.

It s alsolutely impossible to find here a lawyer who is independent and
will give an honest opmion o the casc.

T would, therefore, rcspeotfu_lly suggest that, bhefore anv further action
on my part is taken, the question of the validity of the ol Tan
1887, publis]ml in the French, Journal Officiel ”” of the 7th of July 1887, should

: I P LN " . g o D hy ¥ %
be laid before the logal adviscr of Her Majesty’s Embassy at Paris for his

opinion and advice.

Dated Tndia, Office, London, the 2tth June 1893.

From—Groncs W. B LRussery, Bsq, M. P. Her Majesty’s Under Secretary of State
for India, : ate
To— [Mer Majesty’s Under Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

With reference- to Sir 1. V. Lister’s lctter of the 1st instant, relating to
the question of the legality of the POH, fax imposed on pcrsons’ of Asiatic
and Alvican origin in the Island of Rdéumion, I am dirceted by the Secre-
(e for India in Council to state rthat the Earl of Kimberely conchrs
at the opinion of the Legal Adviser of Iler Mn’]ésty’e Em-
d be taken as to the vaildity of the law of 17ﬁ11 'Jjux')(\f 1887.

matter to the Marquis of Dufferin and Ava, Lord
Kimberley would suggest that attention
he ’(}rawn to the history of the case given
in La Vérit¢’ of the 5th July 1891 (a
léunion newspaper), a copy of which
was enclosed in Consul Bennett’s Despateh,
No. 26, dated the 10th of July 1891,
and to the subsequent correspondence
on this subject noted on the margin.

tary of Sta
in the suggestion th
hassy in Daris shoul

In referring this
See F O, letter to 1O 7ih August 1891
Foreirn  Office to India  Oflice, 24th and  25th
Angnst 1801,
India to Foreign Ofticd, Hth Sx‘ptvmher 16801.
Foreign Oflice to India Otlice, 4th and 2uth Sep-
temboer 1801 .
India Offiee to Foreiun Office, 7th October 1891,
Foreran Office to India Oflice, 10th May 1802,
Iluli;{ Othee to Foreign Oflice, sed June 1802,
For iem Office to India Office, 2¢th September 1802,
For e gn Oflice to India Otlice, sth January 1893,
lml"uHOtﬁcu {0 Forciyn Office, 18th January 1893,

e ——
G. C. [ress, Simla.—No. 851 K. & A. D.—2-11-93.—100.
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Forwarded to the fovarrrant of Vadras for infowration, in conbirmg

/) tion of this Daparumant ardorsamant, ¥o.1712/47, dated the 27th
7/

k;v/July 1592, _ ’ n S
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' By.order, X
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mwsam. . i

Under-Secretary to the Government 1/1 ndid.
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Ixp1a Orrier,
London, 21st Seplember 1997,

Public (Imigriation),

No, 164

. o

To Hiz Excellsncy tho Most Fousigsally tho Govsroor Gonoersal of India

16 Coune 1

My Lonp Marqurs,—In eontinuation of the correspondence  forwarded
with my Despatch of the 31st ultimo, No. 8, I transmit, for your in-
formation, copy of a further Despateh
from 1ler Majesty’s Consul in Réunion,
regarding the ('SCL%B.Of an Indian who was anable to pay the tax levied upon
hira as being of Asiatic origin, and who was Lmprisoned in the Depdt Com-
munal at St. Denis.

‘ 2. The qqgstigm of the lezality of this tax is now under reference to the
/«::1:7:“?,-{:\,0(“08 to India Ofiice, Ist June 1803 and Legal Adviser of Iler Mnjest-y’s Embas-

iudin Office to Forcirn Office 21th June 1893, sy in Paris, as Your Excellency will ob-
serve from tho accompanying Correspondence noted in the margin.

No. 20, dated 213t July 1892 and enclosures.

I have the honour to be,
My Lorp Marquis,
Tour Lordshiz)’s most obedient, humble Servant,
KIMBERLEY.

No. 20, dated Réuajon, the 21st July 1893.

From--C, VW, Bewxerr E‘;q, Her ),[;1‘}'{7:;?,‘,:5 Consnl at Héunian,
e L'} 1 v . Nt e N
Yo—The Right Honourable the [url of Losebery, K.G., %e., &o.,

I have the honour to iuciose a copy of a correspondence, as mark-

Cousal Lensctt, Yoy 270, 1803, ed in the margin, which has passed
Governor Xangs May D8, 1843 b , .
Conval Benmetty Sy 544, 193, bebween 2. Mands and myself regarding
Goveroor Mands, Hay $3s6, 1873, the Lnprisormueunt, in the Depot Com-
3 I Leunett, Juue 8ii, 1693, . . . T

Covgul Leunoks, Juue Hin, munal at Ot Denis, of a free Indian, nam-

+d Doresamy, who has been unable ¢, pay the tax levied npon him as being
of Asiatic origin.

The fact of this I'nd‘mn, baving heen dissoverad by Mr. Mackenzie and
myself In the first establishment visitod by ueon our recent tour of inspection
produced a most marked Imprescdion upon M. Manés and is no douht mainly
the cause of such a sudden volle fuce as His Excellency performed on this
SeCsion.

¢t is now pliced on record that persoms of Asiatic ovizin wha cannot pay
their tax can only be ireprisoned for five cays, anstead ef; as in the past, for
three or four monihs,
No. 16, dated 8t. Donis, the 27th May 1893,
From—~C. W. Brzxerr, Bsq, ey Majesty’s Consul at Réunion,
Po~—ilis Exeellency the Governor of Lé inion. ’

During the 1nspection of the Derdt Communsl made yesterday by
tr. Mackenziz, Lingnieed where was the rooia in which Indisns were locked
ap who failed to pay their taxes.

4
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AL le Profeclenr, as the matter did not in any way conecra bis depart-
ment, veferred nie to M. le Maire.

M. Ie Maive in eloguent phrases expressed his disnpproval of the practicd
of converting depots into pricen, and before hie had qzuit(' tint-liod the state-
ment of his views upon the subject, the door of the hovel in qrestion wus
opened and an Tndian, with eves blinded by the sunlicht, ran umongst us.
His name I found was Doresamy. e arvived Trom Manriiins threee months
azo and has bheen imprisoned at the depor for «ix weeks. I coull not ascer-
taiu how much fonger he was to be kept there.

The hovel in question was about 10 by 12 fect with o door and window,
being ng:.xtly closed, it was perfeetly dark. It is to be Lorel in the interests
of humanity that they are not usuully closed,

Mer Majesty’s Government eowld hardly have had a clearor proof of my
constantly repenred assertion that befween yrison and depdt o thees I8 only a
difference of name, than was vesterday prescutod before Mr. Mauir-2lackenzie
as Delegate of the Indian Governmuent.

[ shall be much obliced if Your Exeellency will 1ef me know what stops
will now e taken (o put an end to Doresamy’s imprisomment.

8¢t Denis, le 28 Mai 1895

Feom—M. B Maxis, Gouverneur de la Réunjon,
To—2. In Conanl d’Anvloterre, St. Dengs.

J’ai honnear do répondre & votre letire du 27 du ca.oonin. . o, 16.

Aussitof informé de la présence au depot commur i - 0 8t Donis dn
nommé ])urvsumy Arlaguery, J’ui prié. M. le Direeteur G oo rour de e

es renscignements sur [a situation et Indie

fournir des renseigne s sur la situat de cet Indien.

I1 resnite des informatiins données par eco Chef d'Ad: tealion que le
Nommé Doresany, ouvrier en hijouterie, est arrivé & Iv R o le 21 Fevrier
1893, En sa qualité d’étranzer il étai® redevalle q’uuo tax .o <¢jonr ~¢levant

a 17 francs 55 cts, pout le promier semestre da cotfe aunc .. Corame it S’¢ait
obstinément refusé a se liherer de la taxe due au Trésor ot ) nt o pereeption
est autorisé» par un déoret de M. le Président de 1 Danetli oo, TU fut placé
au depot Communal en vertu de Uarticle 8 Cun areetd pris ]lg v men prédéees-
seur en date du ler Avril 1887, en attepdant que sa sivuation (ut reclee.

Pendant son s¢jour an dépdt le bijoutier Amourde inrom proposa dacs
quitter la tixe de Dovesamy & 1a condition qu’i] tpavaillat vonr Jni. Co derniet
? T 2(n 11 M T ' .- . 01
8’y est encore refusé. (?.(_‘, qui prouve que cet Trdien non culement e voulait
pas se sumetive aux oblimations du déeret préeind, mais oneors ¢iaie déeldd D
ne se livrer & aucun travail.

0

Dans cette sitwation le nommé Dorecamy gupait o Stpe d0070¢ nus tribae
naug pour s’entendre condamner & cent franes Canaere. or H nn cMprisonnes
ment c}c quinze jours, en conformité des preseriptions da déecet présidenticd
rusvVise.

‘ Au hon‘ de reandrir contre lut les penies cidessus Dudiquies, le sm‘ViCQ, de
tn Police phien Parosamiy & titve de wiesare transifon - of en excontion de ar-
vité du lor Aved 1507 au Depor Cnﬂnmm;,[,

Jusque L, Tnumeesiere I plos bisnveiilants g ¢ annlignds & Doresamy,
Mais e suis (ros surpris dapprendee DT YOS ¢ e cot indivn se Lronvail non
pas mis en subsistance an dit depdt, mais cmprisonnd,

y . . o ;. . . , B N
Clest 1o une infraction manifeste aux réolenen« 1 viegour contre Iaquolk
. . Vv " ase T e}
i me saurais tron 1'dHéver,

Ci Pinvite M. Te Divecteur de PIntorieny non <o ement & inilicer un hlame
des plns Biveres f Pagent gut a conumis eotte {10iacetion, mais & faire mettre
Dones;\tmy nn’m(‘xnm(*mvnt en liberté, saufl & lai réd ver o les voies lémales
ct apres en déiad nroral lo patement de la somme dozsoil ezt debiteut.

3

No. 17, dated Réanion, the 28{h May 1893
From—C. W. Bexsgr Esq., Her Majesty's Consul at Réunion,

To—Son Excellence M. le Gouvernenr de 1a Rénnion.

T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Escellencey’s note
of to-day’s date with reference to the huprisonment at the Lepst Communal
of a free British Indian named Dorvesamy.

I am pleased to see that Your Excellency acknowledzes the illegality of
this proceeding which is by no meaws an unnsual one. T should be pleased to
convey to Her Majesty’s Government Yonr Excelleney’s formal assnrance that
in future a very strict difference will be made between depots and prisons.

At the same time if Doresamy cannot pay 17 franes 55 eents which is now
due, it is hardly to be expected that he will be able to pay 100 franes after he
has been imprisoned in the depot for six weeks and then {inished the term of
fifteen days to which he will, T presiome, he condemned in due course. His
onc hundred francs fine will be converted into one hundred days’ imprisonment,
so that for the crime of being poor and unable to pay a poll tax levied npon
the inhabitants of a foreign country which Your Excellency’s Administration
is now pressing to send labourcers to Réanion, he will be imprisoned in all for
over five months,

T would beg respcctful!y to sugoest tn Your Excellency that the penal
laws acainst Asiatics which by a recent decision of the Conseil General are to
be suppressed only ¢ dés In reprise de I'T amigeation Indie.nne " m)ghp load
Ter Majesty’s Government to wonder whetler it is the real wish of Your Excel-
leney’s Adwministration to hiave any Indians at all in the Island.

AMr. Mackenazic heing of opinion that Doresamy will never be able to pay his
fines or escape his imprisonment, has deposited in my hauds the sum necessary
to. prevent the Indian from further molestation.

No. 152, St, Dennis, le 31 Mai 1593.
From—M. Maxks, Gouverneur de la Réunion,
To—M. le Consul d”Augleterre.

Je tiens 4 pe pas laisser sans réponse certaines opinions on appréeiations
. - N " a 2 N a oo - \ ~ H - N
enoncées dansewvotre lettre du 26 Mai courant, No. 17, et qui ne peuvent dntre
gue le résultat de renseignements erronds qui vous ont ¢té fournis.

Vous me demandez de vous donuer I agsurance qua 11i’ avenir une stricte
différénce a sera faite entre les depdts et les prisous.

Je puis d’autant plus facilement vous donner cette assuranee que cotte
dilférence a de tout temps existé.  Je ne pense pas qu'an fait unique ot aceiden-
tal que j'al blamé et sur lequel Jai provoqné les explications du Maire do St
Denis qui 2 la surveillance du depot, puisse ¢ire cousidéré comine ¢t un
fait habituel et général. : ‘

’,

Vous croyez que si Doresainy c?ait condamné & 100 franes d’amende ponr
défaui de pueme’ut dg sa taxe de »Gjour, cotte amende serait convertic ¢n cent
jours de prison ¢ est 1n encore une erreur,

. ’ LI . . » .

Cette conversion wa licu que powr les amendes prononcées parle Tribunal

disciplinaive contre les immigrants soumis au régime du travail et pour des in-
fractions auy dispositions du déeret du 27t April 1857.

Pour les étrangers soumis ¢ In taxe de sijour Jes recovenurs des domaines
chargCs dn recouvrenment des ameades de cotte nature exercent contre cux la
contrainte par corps.

Or anx termes de Uarticle 9 do la loi du 27 juillet 1557 rendue applicable
aux Colonies par déeret du 27 juin 1591, la durée de cette contrainte, en
matitre de simple police, est aw maximum de cing jours. Telle est en con-
séquence la peine d’emprisonnement Gue peut avoir & subir uo contrevenant au
réglement sur la taxe de séjour et non pas cinq mois, les tribunanx ne pro-

noncant presque jamais D'cmprisonnement de 15 jours prévu pur le rigle-

ment préeitd.
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Dans votre opinion Doresamy serait pauvra of ineapable de payer la taxe
quilui est réelamée.  Je vous pric de voulolr bien renmrquer, ainst que je
vous 'ai déja Iait connaitre, que sa pauvretd previent uniquement de sa par-
esse; car, dos arrivée de Dovesamy dans 1a Colonie, te bijoutier Amourdelingom
lui & proposé de payer as taxe & la condition qwil semployit chez lui & raison
de 15 franes par mois non compris ln newrriture of e logement.  Doresamy
s'y est formellement refusé v a préférd roster dans Poisiverc,

En ce qui concerne le désiv exprimé par Ie Conseil Géndral ot auquel vous
faites allusion, je n'ai aucun motif pour ne pas le croive sincére.

No. 19, dated Réunion, the £th June 1<93.

From—=C. W. Bay~urr, B, Hor Majesty's Consul at Réunion,

To—Son Excellence M. lo Gouverneur de la Réunion.

I am much obliged for Your Ixcelleney’s note of the 51st ultimo, regard
ing the imprisonment of Doresamy in the Depot Communal.

I am pleased to note the fact thatin future the law will be less strictly ap-
plied in cases where Indians are unable to pay their taxes, that depots will no
longer be used as prisons, and the 100 franes’ tine will not, as forwerly, be con-
verted into imprisonment in the depot,

I would take this opportunity to draw Your Excellency’s attention to the
fact that in the Communes which I have visited in compnn)} with Mr, Macken-
zie, the Depot Communal, if not, as at St. Paul, a part ol the actual prison, is in
very few instances a building situated at any great distances from the prison.

As, however, the question of Communal depots will he fully considered in
. . LIS 4 L . .
connection with Mr. Mackenzie’s visit, it is unneceessary for me to enter further
into it.

Dated Foreign Office, London, the 1st June 1503,

Form—Sir T. V. Lister, Assistant Secretary of State, Foreign Ollice,
To—Tha Under Sccretary of State for India.

With reference to your letter of the 18th of January last, I am directed

From Consul Bennett, No,”9 dated 22nd April 1693. b) the J:”l'l- of I{OSOI)(\.F'V te transmit the

. accompnnying copy of a further despatch

from Mr. Bennett, Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion, in regard to the ques-

tion of the legality of the poll tax imposed on persons of Asiatic and African

origin residinz in the Island, from which it will he seen that Consul Bennett

is doubtful of the success of an appeal to the Cour de Cassation in Paris,

and has thought it hest not to commit the British lndjan community to the
costs of such an appeal at present. '

Ile sugmests, however, that the opinion of the legal adviser of 1ler Majesty’s
Embassy in Paris should be taken»us to the vali(lity\/ of the law of June 17th,
1687, published inthe “ Freneh ” J'Olll‘.lml Ofliciel 7 of July 7th 1587, and I am
to state that, if Sceretary the Larl of Kiviberley concurs, Iler slajesty’s Ambas-
sador in Paris will be instructed to obtain it,

No. 9, doted Réunion, the 22nd Apnil 1508

From—C. W. Bexyerr, Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul at Réanion,

To—1ler Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Atluirs.

With reference to 8ir Villiers Lister's despatch No, 2 of the 2nd of
February last, conveying to me Your Lordship’s approval of the steps 1 was
about to take totest the legality of the poll tax imposed on persons of Asiatic
and African origin residing in the Island of Réunion, I have the honour to
report that on further inguiry Iind that the result of an appeal to the Cour de
Cassation at Paris is doubtful, and under these circurastances I can hardly
advise the DBritish Indian community to risk five thousand {rancs on the
chance of success.

P

by

I am in some doubt as to whethey this change of opinion on the part of
the lawyers comes from a cloger examination of the law in question, or is the
result of pressure put on by the Government in order to save a tax which
brings in cighty thousand franecs g year to the local budget.

It is absolutely impossible to find here a lawyer who is independent and
will give an honest opinion on the cage,

I would, therefore, respectfully suggest that, before any further action
on my part is taken, the question of the validity of the law of 17th of June
1887, published in the French, “ Journal Officiel ** of the Tth of July 1887, should
be laid before the legal adviser of I[ep Majesty’s Embassy at Paris for his
opinion and advice.

Dated India, Office, London, the 24th June 1893.

From—Groree W, E. RussELr, Esq., M. P. Her Majesty’s Under Secrctary of State
for India,

To—Her Majesty’s Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

With reference to Sir T. V. Lister’s Ietter of the 1st instant, relating to
the question of the legality of the poll tax imposed on persons of Asiatic
and African origin in the Island of Rgunion, I am dirccted by the Secre-
tary of State for India in Council to state thatthe Earl of Kimberely concurs
in the suggestion that the opinion of the Legal Adviser of ITer Majesty’s Bm.-
bassy in Paris should be taken as to the validity of the law of 17th June 1387.

In referring this matter to the Marquis of Dufferin and Ava, Lord

0. letter to 1. O. 7th August 1891, . Y N
%f)iegn Oeﬁice to ladia Oﬂicg, 24th and 25th Klmbelley WO'l].ld suggeSt that a'ttentlon

A 3801 be drawn to the history of the case given
5 RS 5 ante » 186 . 7 sy,
Tndia to boreig O P toe, 41h and oo sep. 111" La VEritd of the 5th July 1891 (a
Foreign Oflice to India ce, 4th and 1 Sep- > - N £ hi h
tember 1891 wéunion newspaper), a copy of whic

. e ign Office, 7th October 1891, « : ’
{l:}l:rr(]))ﬂ(l;l;lctg o Tniin Offico, 10th May 1862, was enclosed in Consul Bennett’s Despatch,
Ll

India Offce to Foreign Oftice, 3rd Juno 1862, No. 26, dated the 10th of July 1891,
torvien Office to India Office, 26th September 1802,

]};‘Z:- el‘&rx;l Ot;icc to India Office, 5th January 1803, and -to th_e subsequent COI'I'eSp-ODdence

Ludia Office to Foreign Offce, 18th January 1595 on this subject noted on the margin.

G. C. I'ress, Simla.-~No. 851 R. & A, D.—2-11.93.—100.

\ |



Ixp1a OrricE,

Pablic (Bmigration). ZLondon, 21st Seplember 1893.
No. 1u4 :

To His Excellency the Moest Hono
inC .

. rablo the Gsvernor General of India

My Lorp Marquis,—In continuduncil.

with my Despatch of the 31st ultj

jon of the correspondence forwarded
tho, No. 8, I transmit, for your in-

regarding the case of an Indian who {rmation, copy of a further Despatch
him as being of Asiatic origin, and wipm Her Majesty’s Consul in Réunion,
munal at St. Denis. as unable to pay the tax levied upon
, ) . 5 was imprisoned in the Depo6t Com-
2. The question of the lezality of
Foreign Office to India Office, 1st June 1893 and L h
enclosure. i i erence to the
India Office to Foreign Office 24th June 1893. 8 hlS tax IS“DOW under r[ef ? E 1
serve from the accompanying correspongal Adviser of He{ Majesty’s Embas-
) Win Paris, as Your Excellency will ob-
lence noted in the margin.
{

No. 20, dated 21st July 1893 and enclosures.

i
'4) I have the Lionour to be,
r

Your Lordsﬂ My Lorp MARQUIS,

‘nip’s'most obedient, humble Servant,
‘( KIMBERLEY.
No. 20, dated Réur\

From—C. W, BexNeTT Esq,‘ Her Maj("mn, the 21st Ju]y 1893.
To-~The Right Honourable the Earl o L.
2sty’s Consul at Réunion,

I have the honour to inclose a € Rosebery, K.G., &c., &c.,

Consul Bennett, May 27th, 1898. ed
iy Governor Mands, May 28th, 1893, bet \COPY of a correspondence, as mark-
h Consul Bennett, May 28th, 1893, 1 1 : : .
Goveroor Manés,’May 315&:.'1893. the in the marglns Wthh hab pas_sed
Consul Bennets, June 8th, 1693. musveen M. Manés and myself regarding

ed Doresamy, who has been unable to pat imprisonment, in the Depdt Com-
of Asiatic origin. 1al at St. Denis, of a free Indian, nam-

: i im as being

The fact of this Indian, having bee” the tax levied upon hm} °

myself in the first establishment visited L

produced a most marked impression uph

the cause of such a sudden wvolle face a3t
neeasion.

discovered by Mr. Mackenzie and
us on our recent tour of inspection
M. dManés and is no douht mainly
Iis Ixcellency performed on this

It is now placed on record that perd
their tax can only be imprisoned for five V!

three or four months. 1 of Asiatic origin who cannot pay
¢, jostead of, as in the past, for
St
2t
No. 16, dated St. Denis, .,
) AL g
=}

From~—C. W. Bexnerr, Esq., Her Maj, la May 1895.

To—His Lixcellency the Governor of Ré 1 Aoyl at Réunion
- ; sul at hveunion,

During the inspection of the Def ‘lxt ave
Mr. Mackenzie, I inquirgd where was tI,“( iing 1

iled to pay their taxes. “de lwunal made yesterday by
up who fal Py Hef fax t " which Indians were locked

,
|
|
|
|
!
|
!
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kot in any way ceoncern his depart-

]

3 ] VR e iy » . 1 ; . - . . .
alode oot as the ma‘ter (i essed his disannroval ol the pr:l(ﬂtlcf?
dore he had guite finished the state-
S Te KMadve Do elagaont 5 rases o,,]‘:-"“" of the hovel in question was
of converting depots into -{\1-{“‘,] '1‘1«1“‘?’1 by the sunlicht, ran amongst us.
N R T TR ’ THER E bepived r el ins N
ment of his viows upon the sahioet, “m.r} e d ir_()m \.‘mn(n‘x\ three months
openced and an Todi e opot for sIxo werks. [ could not ascer-
i ' narn, wWith oeves Im.'x‘
is name T found was Dores piv, 1ol 000
azo and has been i ; . . :
tain o has ]}"_‘“ imnrisoned ot the o by 12 fect with a door and window,
{ W e iy . ) - - . . .
mueh ionzer he was to he kepgrlk It s to he Loped in the interests

,(‘n‘.(‘(l.

went, relvered e to ML e Maire

m .
" —”‘f" hovel in questinn was about
wine tiehitly elosed, it was feotiy Gurd
o 1 itly o d. it was periect'y ierdly have had a cleaver proof of my
rumanity thoet ey are not usualiy en prison and depdt there is only a
Her Meajosivs Governmont m”mpn:.\u;mul before Mr. Muir-Mackenzie
(u{)v“r "V-)|\- ] [ i
1-,7.;1\"1””“ veneated asswertion that hetw
itierone I “w \ i i
cerenee el none, tiom wes vesterdavelleney widl Tet me know what step®

1 1)(\ e A0 R 1 . . . .
s Delesate of the Indim Goverinnent, samy s U Prisonucn.

Iehndl homueh obliced it Your B .

will nes qlio 3 ]
now he tilion ty put an end to Dor \ai 19
= AMar T4

T Ddnion,
x\t I\l( “i.‘\', L‘N’ !i:.\',

T — e Bl L N B . - - -
From—M. L Masts, Gouvernenr deotire dn 27 du courant, No. 10.

To—M. 1o Conal d Ano! :
. Y Anoleterre, S, . 1S du
: w depot eommunal de 8t Denis da

3t Phonnear de répondre & votre M. 1o Dircetour de Plntérienr e e
.~\11:=;i26f: nformé de 1a présence o de ect Indien.

e By Ry e it T e

\ seimnewents sur la situe, ostoarrivé i ly Réunion e 21 Fevrier

. 11 recnlte des informatione donne. redevable e g de sijons -*:éf",";"",t

Nommé Doresamy. onyrier o Diontor S da cotte anndée,  Comme il yétat

1803, I s qualit d'd ey i (\*'Lli,‘\—c due au ‘Trésor et dont Ia pereeption

A 17 franes 55 ets), poar le nr«-:-:irn-t;( sident de Ia Républigue. . f”t' !f‘”"(’

obstindiment refusd i ve Ii}w;w‘r (1041'1. tl(‘ 5 dhun arreté pris par mey T“"'dcccs'

est antorisée par un ¢¢ret Jo L. ‘/.'Al’r‘

S _ ;

e S e Vot Amomiinany

s 87, en atte ion qu'il teavailiat poar Tui.

Pendant son «“ionr au denot e cot Trdien non seulenent veo

guitter la taxe do Doreamy 4 1 uoml"“t' pricitg, mais eacore Gtait deéell
s'vest encore refust. Co cui prouve o

11):5:01;‘111’()11(t:l:‘ul:,\l (t\li:l;:;r;;ions du (‘l(:':-(\x‘é.'\‘.'lm\' :)}xrnit pu <’~trq ( 3 )

aviil, At franes d'umende et aoon emprisonne

des prescriptions du déervet présidentlt

It que sa sitnation fut reglde.

13 . ’l (]
clinzom proposa d’acr
Ce dernidl
ne voutlalt
1é o

16féré aux tribu-

1

Dans cette situntion le nommd

. chedtgf

nanx pour s'entendrs condimper 3
I’(.nt l } . . . s - N ‘.. . . . . .
ment de quinze jours, en conformi  penies eidescus indiguies,
STISVIS(C. A i ' ¢ . l \ l, "

Ceare transiioire of en esdérution de 'a
Au lien de requdvie cantee 1 SHUREL
In. Police placa Doy i e
raé du lor Aveil 1887 ::,u-])vw()?

dveilints o Gooanpliqrés i Doresamys
COULIVOLS G cot indicn se trouvait nog
Jusque I Iy moesare 14 P Wiis enne oune.

Mais je suis fros suryris dae
nas mis en subsistance au i

aux récjoments en viguenr contre laquelle

pésrionr non seulement aindicer un blame
Lanis eette infraciion, mais @ faice mettre
sauf a4 lai réclamer par les voles lC‘gﬂ]C"'
¢ la sommue dent il -t dehiteut.

_ Clest Ui nne infretion v
je ne ?42!2'!’;15§ trop m'¢léver,
CL Pinvi'a M. e Diree
des plus sdveros o Paeen
Doresamy imwd liafenent
ctapres en délal moral 1o

lo service de

. )

§
the 23th May 1607,

™ - T2 :
No. 17, dated Béanion, it .
ty's Consul at Réunton,

le la RRéunion.
. 7 3 ?
o receipt of Your Excecllency’s note
1 have the honour to acknowledos 171 . ! senot Con
P tadav’ ool pal o risonment at the Depdt Communal
of to-day’s date with reference to she im ;)
of a free British Indian nanied Doresamy?

From=—C. W. Bexswer Bsq., Her XMajes
o

o ; N (
To—Son Excellonee AL le Gouvernenr ©

lency acknowledees the illegality of
unusual one. I should be pleased to
1 Excelleney’s formal assurance that
Lade between depots and prisons.

—~

I am pleased to see that Your Fxeel
this proceeding which is by no means wn
convey to Her Majesty’s Government Yo:
in future a very strict diifevence will be nf
) ) - pay 17 franes 55 cents which is now

At the sime time if Doresamy eannot ) e able to pay 100 francs after he
due, it is hardly to he expeeted bt he Wioeks and then finished the term of
has been 1:npmrs(‘m?d in the depdt for six vo e condemned in due course. {lis
fifteen days to which he will, I presume, o one hundred days’ imprisonment,
one hundred franes line will be converted iy ple to pay a poll tax levied upon
so that for the crime of being por and uni your fixcellency’s Administration
the inhabitants of a foveign country whichion he will be imprisoned in all for

is now pressing to send labourers to Réuni
#o Your Lxcelleney that the penal

over five months.

I “"?um beg r_e"l’(’”tf”uy to sugaest {nision of the Conseil General are to
laws against Asiatics xffhmh by a I.‘Pceilt (1(3:1;1'_\,]-!”@‘-3&011 Indienne” might lead
be suppx;esse(’l only “dés la reprise de 1 per it is the real wish of Your lixcel-
. Her Majesty s.G(wo’rnmentvto wonder wheis gt all in the Island,
lency’s Administration to have any Indian, X u

) . . ibresamy will never be able to pay his

Mr. L\Iackenz-m.bemg of opinion that Digited in my bands the sum necessary
fines or escape his imprisonment, has depdsion. :
to prevent the Indian from further molexte

[

] %1 Mai 1893,
No. 152, St, Dennis, le &

nioun,
From—M. Maxds, Gouverneur de la Réc
To—2M. le Consul d’ Angleterre. " L.
: ‘ . ) sorbaines opinions on appréeiations
y tiens 18 laisser sans rénonse dyt ) i 4
J% tiens A ne pas laiss s CPONSe dnt o. 17, et qui ne peuvent éntre
enoncées dans votre lettre du 26 Mat couraiyii vous ont 66 fournis
que le résultat de renseignements erronés q -
ssurance qu'd 11 avenir une strict
Vous me demandez de vous donner T ¢, prizons 1 stricte
différénce a sera faite entre les depots et les .
doaner cette assurince que
ST Tomer » assurance que cette
. ’Je puis d’autant plus T"IC‘IIO’mUlt VOus nse pas qu’un fait unique et acciden-
différence a de tout temps existé.  Je ne pe 16 jos explications du Maire de St
tal que j’al blamé et sur lequel J'ai provoquisse ¢ire considéré comme étant un
Denis qui a la surveillance du depdt, pu
fait habituel ¢t général. :
damné a 100 francs d’amende pour
_ . s d’ame ar
e < Dor . am . A
Vous cr oyez que s Doresamy Ejff“-t conte amende serait convertie en, cent
défaut de paiement de sa taxe de séjour, cet
jours de prison ¢’est 1o encore unc erreur. 1
) ) menres prononcées parle Tribunal
: _ .
Cette conversion n’a lieu que’pour les ay végime du travail et pour des i;1
disciplinairs contre les immigrants soumis mAPfﬂ 1887,

fractions aux dispositions du déeret du 27¢h |,
¢jour les reeovenurs des domaines

Pour les étrangers sowmis ¢ la taxe de s;te nature exercent countre ¢ I
chargés du recouvrement des amendes de ce - eux la
contrainte par corps. o7 5l

Z 2 3 R |

Or aux termes de l'article 9 de la loi dula (fll;llleétdl(s '3:“1;(;11(1:21{;33?]110&016
aux Colonies par déeret du 27 juin 1591, 4 do cing joursl. Tello cot (‘;, en
matitre de simple police, st au maximuyt avoir & sabir uo contreven(‘m(t}oant;
séquence la peine d’emprisonnement Gue peying mois, les tribunaux né -
réglement sur la taxe de sé¢jour et non pas ¢de 15 jo,urs et | \1:10.
nongant presque jamais l'emprisonnement . p p e regle-
ment précité. .



Dans votre opinion Doresamy ser 4
ui lui est réclamée.  Je vous prio de i .

30118 lai déja fait connaitre, qtll() sa w:"fmf pm}‘jl(; ¢t mcay‘)n‘ble (?0 p')vcr ]153{12
esse ; car, dos arrivée do Doresamy d: ‘OUIE)“ wen rem}lqum, Ltunlbl 4 ,l'l_
lui a proposé de pa or as taxe A I co tAVrCté ])1‘0"'1011t uniquement de S Ppa
d 15pf ! 'S P ompris 1o S 1a Colonie, le bijoutier Amourdelingom
s’; est fg;;selll):;2:1(;1i;}?lzéc:€2 11)1;Lfc ndition. qu’il s’employat chez lui & raison

¢ nourriture et le logement. Dorcsamy
En ce qui concerne Ie désir eXPrisé rester dans Poisivet o,

i i je n’al aue tif po . . .
faites allusion, je wai aucun MOt me par le Conseil Général ef auqucl vous

T ar ne pas le croire sincore.

No. 19, dated Réu
From—~C. W. Buyyprr, L., II‘”‘nion, the &th June 1893,
To~—~Son.Excellence M. I Gouvern

Maj:sty's Consul at Réunion,
I am much oblized for Your Exleur do 1 Réunion.

i impris " Doresamy i’ .
Ing the tmprisonment of Dores © elleney’s note of the 31st ultimo, regard

I am pleased to note the fact the the Depot Communal,

ied in cases where Indians are unab . . .

plied in mse‘*%‘“‘h‘ele'lv . n W the 10 tbin future the law will be less strictly ap-

longedr _bet used a._s‘prlsonst, f'ﬁ‘(ﬂ‘e :Ic ;%e to pay their taxes, that depots will no

verted tnto imprisonment in the dej U franes’ fine will not, as formerly, be con-
I would take this opporfunity t-¢, |

i os which I . .
f{.wt that in :rhe Commums_ .0 draw Your Excellency’s attention to the
zle, the Dopdt Communal, if nof, as ¢ J

. o s . aave visited in company with Mr. Macken-
W Instances g ng situate’ " . ‘ ) Ay
very fow instances a buildi ° tt St Paul, a part of the actual prison, is in
As, however, the question of Co d at any great distances from the prison.
2, . q sy AR
connection with Mr. Mackenzie’s visi

R mmunal depots will be fully considered in
nto it. J

by It s unuceessary for me to enter further
Dated Foreign Office,

Form—Sir T. v, Lisrer, ASSi-"m,London,the Ist June 1898.

.. To—The Under Secretary of Sta,, Secretary of State, Foreign Oflice,

With reference to your letter Ote for India.

From Consul Bennett, No. 9 dated 2204 April1893. * the 1Sth of January last, I am directed

from Mr. Bennett, Her Majesty’s Cq by the Earl of Rosebery to transmit the

: \ ; St y @ccompanying copy of a further despatch
i xing e 1 e o T T e despatl

. an < 1mposed on persons of Asiatie and African
18 dd;)ubit;ul f?lfxt tltlbl s;lccetsst Oj; an whlich it wilIl) be seen that Consul Bennett
?nt mfs 10}u° ' )esl no ,Ofo;nnappeal to the Cour de Cassation in Paris,
Fo%s OF such an appeal at present. it the British Indian community to the
He suggoests, however, that the,

Embassy in Paris should be takeny . | 4 wal adviser of TTor A actare
1887, published in the « Freneh  gopinion of the leeal adviser of 1Top Majesty’s

Tnt 2 Earl o' to the validity of the law of June 17th,
:Z;(t)?tfn“i;lt;i;f‘?hclr{;?;;‘;;gﬁclt‘z(llltzuurnal Cliclel 77 of uly 7ch 1587, and I‘:lm
[]{jl]l])’\‘l‘lc_}' cunceurs, li(:r Mujcg,ty’s _'hnt)us-

— obtaiu It.

No. 9, dated——

From—C, W, BeNNer, Esq, I Rdunion, the 22nd April 1503,

ToTIn ’s Seer ar . ..
To—ller MJJES[‘Y 8 Secretary Ojl'er Majesty™s Consul at Réunion,

With reference to Sir Villie

February last, conveying to me Y . }
about to take to test theﬁl(‘g:xlify ¢s Lns’t(:’r s _d(;cpntch No. 2 of ‘thc 2;1(1 oi
and African origin residing in t.?(;m; Tord-Liyp s approval of “‘f’* 5t‘OI’E A,“tz.l“
report that on further inquiry 1 fiy". e poll tx Imposed on persons of Asiatic
Cassation at Paris is doubtfal, ap'¢ INand of Icunion, 1 have the h01‘10ur to
advise the British Indian coun; ! thet ”‘C‘ result of an appeal to the Cour do
chance of success. id under these cireulnstances I ocan hardly
hlnlt;{ to risk five thousaud francs on the

U State for Foveign Afluirs,

-

o

Iam in so . .
the Tapom Con?z: dﬁ}lbf] 25 t0 whether thjg change of opinion on the part of
: © PO A cloger CXamination of the law in question, or is the

f)isu},t O.f p}'.e“fuf‘e lput on by the Government in order to save a tax which
Ings in cighty thousand francs g year to the local budget.

It is absolutely impossible ¢ find here g I

. . er who is ind
will give an honest Opinion on the case Tyerw fncependent and

I woulq, therefore .
on my part iy t;kgrte’ ospeotiull Suggest that, before any farther action

g » WG question of thg validity of the law of 17th of -J
1887, published in the Frencl, “Journg] Officiel ”” of the 7th of July 1887, ShOllllIlls

be laid bef o ise . ;
opinion anezl (:)Llc.levizg.e legal adviser of Her Majesty’s Embassy at Paris o, his

———
Dated Tndia, Office, London, the 24th June 1893.

From—Gropgg W. E. Russer, Esq., M.
" for India,

To—Her Majesty’s Unde

P. Her Majesty’s Under Secretary of State

r Secretary of State for Foreign Affajrs,

With reference to Sir T. V. Listers i 1 i
) . . V. s letter of the 1st Instant, relating to
‘chel question of the legality of the Po'l tax imposed op persons of Asi?ttic
a‘n( African originin the Island of LF.éunion, T am directed by the Sccre-
tary of State for India in Counej] to state that the Earl of Kimberely concurs

in the suggestion that the opinion of the Legal Adviser of Her Majesty’s .

bassy in Parig should be taken as tq the vaiidity of the law of 17th June 1887,

In referrine this mat i 1
) atter to the 1 Lo
See F 0. lotter to I, t()) 7th Augnst 1891. 'Marquls of Du{femn and Ava, LOIJ

Foreign Office to [qyia Office, 24t} and Kglmberley would suggest that attention
A t 1891 25th =}
ugust 1891,

; S e dr i i
Indxz_t to Forejgn Office, 5th September 1801, S, awn ’t(.) £he hlStO!’y Of the case given
Foreign Office to India Oftice, 4t]) and 29¢], Sep- n LEL VCl'ltC Of the 5th July 1891 (a’

tember 1891, uni o *
Tudia ()Hice. to Foreign Office, 7th October 1891, R(",unlon DGT} Spaper)’ a Copy of Wthh
f“'l'f”ﬂ(‘)‘{f‘.""w t0 Tndia Offce, 101 Vng o Wwa's enclosed in Congsyl Bennett’s Despateh,
‘ndia, Office to foreign Otlice, 8rd June 1892, N
Foreign Office to India Office, 26th Septemby 1892, N € 26’ dated the 1Oth of July 1891’

For eign Office to Indlia Office 5th January 700 ancl to the SU.bSE! vent
: ; ) anuary g3, €0t correspondence
s Ofico to Forcign Offee, 18th January 1593, on thig subject noteél1 on the mal‘é’f;n

Al
{

A Y, . \“ !
G- C. Press, Simla, Ny, 851 1. & A. D.—2.17.93 —100
U
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Ixp1a Orpicr,

London, 21st Sopiember 1593,
Public (Emiyr:rliou)_
No. lgt

To His Excelloney thg Most Honourabls the Goversor Gcneral of India

in Couwnc;l

My Lorp MarQuis,~—In continuation of the correspondence forwarded
with my Despatch of the 31st ultimo, No. 8, [ fransmit, for your in-
No. 20, dated 21s¢ July 1893 and enclosures, fOI‘i‘]](ItiO]I, (?OP:V of a further _])Cﬂ)ﬂ.t(:h

' ) from Iler Majesty’s Consul in Réunion,
regsarding the case of an Indian who was unable to pay the tax levied upon
him as being of Asiatio origin, and who was lmprisoned in the Depdt Com-
munal at St. Denis. l

2. The question of the lezality of téxis tax is now under reference to the
Foreizn Office to India Ofice, 1st Juno 1893 ad - Teleal Adviser of [lep Majesty’s Embas-
for s v Majest, 15

enclosure, X . 5 .
India Office to Foreign Office 21th June 1893, Sy in Pt‘lrlsg as Y()UI‘ LXCG“CUU_Y will ob-
serve from the dccompanying correspondence noted in the margin.

¢ T have the Lonour to be,

‘

My Lorp MAarQuis,

y
Your Lords}flip’s most obedient, humble Servant,

KIMBERLEY.

—————— e

No. 20, dated Réu nion, the 21st July 1893.

From—C. W. Bepxnerr Esq,. Her Maj esty’s Consul at Réunion,

To—The Right Honourable the [4y] ¢;f Rosebery, K.G., &e., &e.,

I have the honour to inclose a (copy of a correspondence, as mark-

Consul Bennett, May 27tl, 1893, edy in the margin, which has passed
Governor Manas. May ¢8th, 1593, vwan Tand A rorardine
Cousul Bennett, May 25th, 1893, betl“ _(’bn .:N[' I\LLULS :}nd myS“,lf lioaulmb
Goveroor Manés, May 31st, 1893, the mmprisonment, in the Depdt Com-

Cousul Leunets, June 8ib, 1593. mwnal at 8t. Denis, of a free Indian, nam-
ed Doresamy, who has beea unable to p:’]:.y the tax levied upon him as being
of Asiatic origin. :

34 '
The fact of this Indian, baving becn diseoverad by Mr. Mackenzie and
myself in the first establishment visited | hy wson our recent tour of inspection
produced a most marked impression uyton M. Manés and is no douht mainly

the cause of such a sudden volle fuce s is Lxcellency performed on this
ceasion, '

It is now placed on record that petisons of Asiatie orizin who eannot pay
their tax can only be mmprisoned for fived days, instead of, as in the past, [or
three or four months,

[ SH

Y

No. 16, dated St. Denis, * the 27th May 1802

Prom—C. W, Bevnerr, Esq., Her Mayjusty’s Consul at Réunion,
To—Ilis Excelleney the Governor of I, Sunjon,
] i : o,
During the inspection of the D« 0t Communal made vesterday by
Mr. Mackenzie, Iingnived whero Was i ae room in which Indisus were locked
up who {ailed to pay their taxes, ?nt




2

M. 1e Tiotectenr. as the 1 : ; ]
. : votecteur, as the matter did not in any way concern his depart-
ment, vreferred me to M. le Maire. ) ‘

ment of his views o “”{ Ll\l'l and before ht“, had quite h‘nlshed the state-

opened and an Tndian “".;lu ject, the door of the hovel in question was

His name I found W‘:IS ’ I‘mx]':-:. N ,QS hh—”‘ried. by t‘lm Sm.‘hf‘r]'.t’. ran amongst us.

avo and has been im'n‘iwm.‘éllm-}t.t‘”‘: :lr}'l\'f’(l ix:om Miauritius three months

ain how mueh fonzor ‘lw ‘\;'.l.. X Il ne depot for six weeks. 1 could not ascer-
zer hewas to be kept there.

The hovel ; .
ne hovel in gquestir s i 1
juestion was abont 10 by 12 feet with 2 door and window,

b“-‘n"' “”.‘.,r.l . 1 .
ekl o \ (‘,10‘(‘(1 g " Al gt ! ; . . N . .
AT sed, 1t was pevieetly dark. It is to be Loped in the mterests:

of humanity thit toey arve not wsually elosed

Her Aogesty's Qove
constantly 1;<~J> v ?,‘1 (‘m"_rm'“‘ﬂt (‘uuhl hardly have had a clearer proof of my
df]f(\r(\n.:-l(: O"]‘in'(,wl assertion that ])(\t“-“,n Prig()n and d(‘pu’t there 1s only a
di D(J]‘ 100 o name, 1!,,\1] wis vesterday presontcd before Mr. Muir-Mackenzie
a legate of the Indinn Government,

T shall b Johlieod if Y < .
will now he 1.'“”2 hobliced il Your Lxeellency will let me know wlat steps
ow be taxen to put an end to Doresamy’s imprisonuient.

St Denis, lo 2« Mai 1893
4‘,,’ — Al N «
From—2L 100 Maxks, Gouvernear de Ia Réunton,
T()——-—:\I. If\ (‘()n\:u] d’;\ X):“:H‘«(‘N'(', ST, ])( HiS

or 17 I~ 7 N
J’ai honnear de répondre & votre Jottre du 27 da eourant. No. 16,

0.
Aussitdt iy 4 ' . \ : .
! b informé de 1a presence au depot communal ¢ St. Denis du
nommdé Doresamy Arlacuery. Vail ppid . oY A Lo .
fournir des rense. guery, 3at oprit ML le Directewr ae Dapierienr ae me
es renseignements suar la sitwatjon de cet Indien. :

Non Il :’"‘lj”}‘t“ des informations donndes par ce Chef 4" Adwinistration que le
155’3;711(,}‘]1‘10:;:1“\3:i:{\ii{?\it]\"gt(;},;:{:(‘]);‘?‘](”}}m,'i"’ exf m‘rin"; aly R«"m}iwn’ le 21‘.E‘:¢'\‘ri(‘r
A 17 francs 55 cts l)om' '\{) a \I‘ 1 éait redevable a’une taxe e sdonr s.cu"‘.":m.t"
obstinément refusé ‘!1 o 1l "1"‘ ”;“‘1‘ senestre da c("’fh}» anné. Comme il s'élait
est autorisés par ;m ((é ”“ ’(‘1 ‘\"E']‘ ‘i lzl‘tn’x'e due au lres9r et flont, I pereeption
an depdt Communal ;‘1'1’\'::11""/ "‘)-1,’:? Prisident do la N]{’cpn'hllqnv. I fut nln('(t
seur en date du lor Ave e Particle 3 d’un arrét€ pris par mon prédeces-
ate du ler Avril 1987, en atte wlant que sa situation fut rogice.

Pendant son <« am
a g <O 10 : 160, NS : ; ’
toe 1a s clour aw dépot leijoutier Amourdelinzom propost d’ac-
quitter la taxe de Tioresamy & la condivg '’ i i odernd
L Jresny i ation qu'il travaillat pour lui. Ce dernler
8’y est encore refusé. Te qui prouve ¢ { ‘ .
pas se sumetire Blieat mve ue cet Trdien non sealement ne voulalt
as se sumettre cux oblier s 1o . pat
. { : ux « H,,.E(I()Ils (1[1 aclyet IJI'UUHU, mats engore ¢tatt (l(,:('l(lu H
ne.se livrer & aucun travail.

Dansg cette situati ' ; . : Soan .
nan Dans ,()* sitnation le nommé Dopesamy aurait pu cive déféné aux tribu-
n(mf Il)(\)ur s'entendre condumuier & cent franes darend: et A un emprisonne-

ient de quinze jours, en conformité des prescriptions du déeret présidentied
susvisé,

I P(A‘}l ]10“] (1(‘ !—(;;‘li(\r‘.l- cortre :\1i ]!"5 F(anipg (\fdegqug in(“q‘“'\(\g’ 1(- S(‘rViCO de
A 1TO1ce pliaen [UARS! P ity ’ o - - .
oG 1‘ L plen Lonimmy hiere d2 1y, sure transitoire ot en exéeation de lar-
cté du Jer Aveill 1=u7 au Depdr Comrynnal. .
Jusque 1, Ia mean ' . - VI
Maie io ! ¥ hf' !'1 meaure Jaoplus Bicgveiilants a ¢¢ appliquée a Doresamy,
Arars suls fros Srnris ', ey LI o, .
TR RRIS AVES SHrprs d’apprendrn yor vous que cet indien se trouvait non
pas mis en subsistance au dit depat, mais empri-onnd.
Clest By une infracti : ‘
; . : miraction manifeste qux rézlements en vigueor contre laquelle
10 ne sauraks trop m'éléver. v

Ct P’invite Seeetonr : . N
des 14 ‘3 elr M. ]‘; Directeur de Flnterienr non senjement ainfiger un blame
o IS BOVEePOS A yy L . . e . Y .

Uvmi e ,‘1_‘ agent qui a commis cette mfraction, mnis a faire mettre
B LN Y M , . . . .
l th r}:ﬂ)r 111}1};1(;. iafement en liborté, sauf & Iui réelamer pav les voles 1égales
CLNpTes e My . NP ; . .

pres en délai morad Je paiement de la somme dont il est debiteut.

No. 17, dated Rénnion, the 28th May 1893.
From—QC. W. Bexyer Bsq., Her Majesty’s Consul av Réunion,
To—Son Excellence M. le Gouverneur de ta Réunion.
I have the honour to acknowledae the receipt of Your Excelleney’s note
of to-day’s date with reference to the imprisomment at the Depot Comamunal
of a free British Indian naied Doresamy.

1 am pleased to see thai Your Bxcellency acknowledges the illezality of
this proceciling which is by no means an unusual one. I should be pleased to
convey to Ler Majesty’s Government Your Excellenc, - formul assurance that
in future a very strict diffevence will be made between depots and- prisons.

At the same time if Doresamy cannot pay 17 franes 59 cents which is now
due, it is hardly to be expeeted that he will be able to pay 100 francs after he
has been imprisoned in the depds for six woeks aund then finished the term of
Gfteen days to which he will, I preswne, e condemned in due course. Iis
one hundred franes fine will be converted into one hundred days’ imprisonment,
<o that for the crimoe of being poor and unable to pay a podl tax levied upon
the inhabitants of a forcign country which Your Tixeellency’s Administration
is now pressing.to send labourers to Réunion, he will be imprisoned in all for
over five months. '

T would heg respectfully to sugagest to Your Txeelleney that the penal
laws against Asiatics which by a recent decision of the Conseil General are to
he suppressed only “dés la reprise de 1Tmmigration Indienne” might lead
Tler Majesty’s Government to wonder whetdier it is the real wish of Your Excel-
lency’s Administration to have any Indians at ail in the Island.

Me. Mackenzie being of opinion that Doresamy will never be able to pay hiss
fines or escape his imprisonment, has deposited in my hands the sum necessary
to prevent the Indian from further molestation.

{

No. 152, St, Dennis, le 51 Mui 1393,
From—M. Maxis, Gouverneur de la l’uélllhiol),
To——M. le Consul I’ Angleterre. ‘
Je tiens A me pas laisser sans réponse crréaines opinions on appréeiations
enoncdées dans votre lettre du 26 Mai courant, No. 17, et qui he peuvent éntre
» . ” [ » .
que le résultat de renseignements erroués gl vous ont été fournis.

Vous me demandez de vous donner I :wssurdnce qu'a Ili’ avenir une stricte
différénce a sera faite entre les depOts et les prisons.

, ) X n

Je puis A’autant plus facilement vous donner cette assurance que cette
Aifférence a de tout temps existé.  Je ne pehse pas qu’an fait unique et acciden-
tal que j’al blam¢ et sur lequel jal pl‘()V()(ll]lé les explications du Maire de St.
Denis qui a la surveillance du depdt, puisse ¢ire considéré comme ¢tant un
fait habituel et général.

Vous croycs que si Doresamy était conlamné 4 100 franes d’amende pour
défaut de palemqut de sa taxe de s¢jour, cefite amende serait convertie en cent
jours de prison c'est 14 encore unc erreur.

- Q1 ) e I > Q : I .

Cette conversion n’a lieu que pour les #mendes prononcées par le Tribunal
disciplinare contre les immigrants soumis au régime du travail et pour des in-
fractions aux dizpositions du déervet du 27th! April 1857,

Pour les éivangers soumis ¢ la taxe de géjour les recovenurs des domaines
chargCs du recouvrement des amendes de cekte nature exercent contre eux la
contrainte par corps.

Or aux termes de article 9 de Ta Joi ¢ 27 juillet 1837 rendue applicable
qux Colonics par déeret du 27 juin 1591, da durée de cette contrainte, en
matiere de simple police, est an maximuwn de cing jours. Telle est (fn’con-
séquence la peine d’emprisonnement Gue pe &b avoir a subir uo contrevenant au
réglcment sar la taxe de séjour et non pas cing mois, les tribunaux ne pro-
nongant presque jamais l'emprisonnement de 15 jours préva par le regle-
ment préeité. A




4

. Dans votre opinion Doresamy serait pauvre ct ineapable de payer la taxe
qui lui est réclamée.  Jo vous prie de vouloir bien remarquer, ainsi que je
vous I'ai déja fait connaitre, que sa pauvreté previent uniquement de sa par-
esse ; car, dos Parrivée de Dovesamy dans la Colonie, Te bijoutier Amourdelingom
lui a p}'o[)osé de payer as taxe a la dondition quil employit chez Iui & raison
d’e 15 francs par mois non compris ¥ neurrituee et e logement.  Doresamy
sy est formellement refusé ot a pré(éré rester dans Polsiveté,

En ce qui concerne 1o désir m—li‘rim(? par le Conseil Géndral et auquel vous

faites allusion, je n'ai avcun motit pour ne pas le croive sinctre.

{

No. 19, dated R¢huion, the $th June 1393,
From—=C. . Bexyerr, Esq, I1
m < : 1
To—Son Excellence M. le Gouvepeur de Ta Réunion.

. I am much obliced for Your ]‘:tw]hln(""’s note of the 91st ultimo, regard
1ng the imprisonment of Doresamy I the Depot Communal,

Maijesty's Conzul at Réunion,

L am pleased Yo note the fact tant in future the law will be less strietly ap-
plied in cases where Indinns are wpihle to pay their taxes, that depots will no
longer })e used as prisous, and the 100 frances’ fine will not, as formerly, be con-
verted into imprisonment in tl.e deppt-

I would take this opportunity g0 draw Your Excellency’s attontion to the
f{lct that in the Communes which [have visited in company with Mr. Macken-
zie, the J)f:pot Communal, if not, as ?t st Paul, a part of the aciual prison, is in
very fe“r lnsta]lccs a buildiug bltu{lt (1 at/ a]l.\' gl‘(‘llt diSt«'lll(fCS 1‘1‘0”1 “10 I)ris(}n.

As, however, the question of Cymmunal depots will be fully considered jn

?onnf’tcuon with Mr. Mackenzie’s vifit, it is unneceessary for me to enter further
into it.

—
Dated Foreign Office!Lsondoun, the Ist June 1893,
Form—Sir T. V, Lister, Assist 3t Secretary of State, Foreign Office,
To~Ths Under Secretary of Sty for India,

With reference to your letter of the 1Sth of January last, T am directed

From Consul Bennett, No, 9 dated 22nd April 1693.} by the J‘:«'ll’l. of ROSC[)O'I"V ‘tO transmit the
_ accontpanying copy of a further despatch

f}‘om Mr. Bennett, Her Majesty’s cJosul at Réunion, in regard to the ques-
tion of the legality of the poll tay imposed on persons of Asiatic and African
origin resulmg: in the Island, frop which it will be scen that Consul Bennett
is doubtful of t_hc success of anpppeal to the Cour de Cassation in Paris,
and has thought it hest not to compft the British Indian community to the
costs of such an appeal at present, |

}

1le suggests, however, that the ypinion of the legal adviser of Iler Majesty’s
Embassy in Paris should le taken & to the validity of the law of June 17th,
1887, pubhshgvd inthe “ French » Jiurnal Officiel 7 of July 7th 1587, and I am
to stutg that, if Secretary the Earl ot Kimherley concurs, Jler Majesty’s Ambas-
sador in Paris will be instructed toobtaia it

No. 9, datedRcunion, the 27nd April 1508, .

From—C, V. BE.\'NET‘I‘, Bey, Tpr Mujgesty™s Consul at Réunion,

m . ' o . N . .
Fo—Tler M?‘Jt‘b'f)' s bccretnr_v oSite for Foreirn Aitaira.

) With veference to Sip Villier  Lister’s despatch No, 2 of the 2nd of
February last, conveying to me Yar Lord-hip’s approval of the steps 1 was
about to tulke totest the legality «, the poll iax imposcd on persons of Asiatic
and Afviean origin residing jiy 12 Idand of Réunion, 1 have thoe honour to
report that on further inquiry | {i;.s that the result of an appeal tothe Cour de
Cassation at Paris is doubtful, g, under these civeimstances 1 ean hardly
advise the Buritish Indian compy ity to visk five thousand francs on the
chance of success.

|
!
s

~
J

I am in some doubt as to whether this change of opinion on the part of
the lawyers comes from a closer examination of the law in question, or is the
result of pressurc put on by the Government in order to save a tax which
brings in cighty thousand francs a year to the local budget.

It is absolutely impossible to find here a lawyer who is independent and
will give an honest opinion on the case.

I would, therefore, respectfully sucgest that, before any further action
on my part is taken, the question of the validity of the law of 17th of June
1887, published in the French, ¢ Journal Officiel *’ of the Tth of July 1887, should
be laid before the legal adviser of Her Majesty’s Embassy at Paris for his
opinion and advice.

Dated Tndia, Office, London, the 24th June 1893.

From—Grorge W. E. Russerr, Esq., M. P. Her Majesty’s Under Secretary of State
for India,

To—Her Majesty’s Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

With reference to Sir T.V. Lister’s Ictter of the 1st instant, relating to
the question of the legality of the poll tax imposed on persons of Asiatic
and African originin the Island of Réunion, Iam directed by the Seccre-
tary of State for India in Council to state that the Earl of Kimberely concurs |
in the suggestion that the opinion of the Legal Adviser of Her Majesty’s Em.
bassy in Paris should be taken as to the vaiidity of the law of 17th June 1387.

In referring this matter to the Marquis of Dufferin and Ava, Lord
See F O. letter to 1. O. 7th August 1891, Kimberley would suggest that attention

Foreign Oftice to India Office, 24th and 25th ; . A
Angugt 1801, be drawn to the history of the case given

India fo Foreign Office, 5th September 1891. in'” La Vérité’ of the 5th July 1891 (a
Foreign Oflice to' India Otlice, 4th and 29th Sep- > vr N .
tember 1891, Réunion newspaper), a copy of which

India Office to Foreigu Office, 7th October 1891, was . ot h
Forergn Office to India Office, 10th May 1892, as enclosed in Consul Bennett’s Despatch,

India Oftice to Foreign Office, 3rd June 1892, NO 26, dated the 10th of Jlﬂy 1891,

Foreign Office to India Office, 26th September 1892, and
I«‘or‘eign Oftice to India ()ﬂic,e, 5th January 1893, ‘ q tO the subsequent correspondence

Lnd'a Offico to Foreigu Office, 18th Janwary 1595, 0Ty this subject noted on the margin.

b
G. C. I’ress, Simla.~~No. 851 r{. & A, D.—2-11.93.—100.
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