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A~aex No. 8.
Dated Réunion, the 25th August 1593,

From—C. W. Benwerr, Esq., Hler Britvanic Majo

ty’s Consul at Réunion,
To—The Protector of Immigrants, 8. Denss.

1 have the honour to acknowledge the reevipt of vourletter No. 130 of the 23rd instant,
inclosing 24 proeds-verbaux concerning the deaths of Indians

In most of the cases an adequut. inquiry appears to have been made, but to one instance
which appears. on the face of it, to have been of a serious nature, I feel compelled to draw
your special notice and ask for further information.

(tangadine Abjalkan, No, 6132, engaged to the Commuae of St. Suzanae, is alleged by
the procés-verbal of July 10th to have died 3 Ia suite de eoups!” It is *not stated hy whom
the blows were inflicted, and no medical examination was made, so far as the procés verbal
goes. 1 can hardly believe that the case was allowed to drop without further inquiry.

Talso notice that when the police investigation proves that there wasno evidence of
erime, the matter ends.

by suteide and accident in 1892,

Many of these cases show, hewever, that the suicid
consequent on illness and presumably through neglect.

You have no doubt made inquiries as to whether Carpin Catan, No. 27533, Sallawbin
Audy, No, 22787, Samigadon Potigadon, No, 431, Vi

rasamy Ravgayen, no number given, and
Mamondekhan Ibramakan, No. 17987, received adequate medical assistance before death. In
these cases no mention is made of hospital treatment.
No reply yet received.
C. W, B,

¢s Were occasioned through pain

) Perhaps you can also inform me whether any of the enga-
81:46s were in fault and were preceeded against,

Govervment of Indin Central Printing Office. No. 234 R. & A.—75.—2-11-83.—J. W DeR.

3/
No. T7

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

REVENUE AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT. ¢

( fmigration. )

2
Simla, dated the " Novembar 1892,

N

, . . ation.
Forwarded to the fBovarrmant of Madras for infomation

Jated tl

G, 1.C.P,

By order,

YSMuuﬂwwﬂ*

Under-Secretary to the Government of India.

List of Papers forwarded.

' ic Maj 's 0 1 at Raunion
I,atter from Her Pritannic Majesty's Tonsu ’

Ww

e 9th Septembar 1393 and snclosurss.

O.~No. 1353 R, & A, D.—12-4-92.—1,000
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Axnex No. 5.

Table siowing Taxes levied upon Indians or upon their engagements and stating by whom payable.

Nature of Tax. Ratio, + Payable by Tota! amount. Remarks.
. F. C
Poll tax . . . . | 6 franes a head Indian .| 97,077 58
Engagement tax . . . « | 6 francs per year .| Engagisté .| 53.370 00
Permis de Séjour . . . B . Indian . .| 28,300 00
Capture mouey . . . . + | 24 francs on arrest . | Indian . W 625 00
Total amount derived from Indians through Direct Taxation .| 179,372 58

AnNEX No. 6.

Roll of Suscides, Accidental and Sudden Deaths of Indians for 1892,

Date., Nawe, Alleged cause of Death. IEmployer or Establishment, ‘
January 2 .| Toulcavon Tordavara- Congestion of the | Mr. falaiin, the town
yen. brain caused by | sweeper.
drink.
, 9 .|Sidambarom Arnas- | Fall from a tree « | Mme deVillela.
salom.
,» 16 .| Carpin Catan . General weakness fol- | Lory  fréres (Le| Found dead in a desrerted
lowing on old age. Chandrou). hut on “Chandron®
property.
s 24 .| Unknown . .| Natural . . o Found dexd in the bush.
» 28 .| Sallawbin Audy .| Suicide by hanging « | Not engaged . . | Suffering from dysen~
tery.
February 6 . | Coupon Saveganey - | Accidental drowning Bernica (Crédit Fou-
cer).
» 9 <! Virapin Boutane Suicide by hanging G Caillot . . .| Renson for suicide said
to be jealousy.
» 13 .| Francine Abraham Fracture of skull . | Mr. de K. Vequen Hut ) blown down in
eyclone,
» 25 .| Tourabsine Abdoulab- | Fall from a tree Permissionnaire,
saeb.
March 8 .| Rangasaney Ramsauey| Full overa precipice . "'tL'UnE:m des Plan-
eurs.
w22 «| Sellin Rameaney Suicide by hanging . | M. Armanet St. Leu Atandonel by his wife
and children.
April 2 .| Samigadon Potigadon | Suicide by hanging Mr. E. Langlois Suffering fiom dysen-
tery.
» 28, .|Nallama Viri (woman) | Suicide by drowning . | * Belleméne” Estate . | No re.son given.
Alleged to have attempt-
ed to drown herseif
. six times before.

May 8 «| Yacobsaéb Casimsaéb | Suicide, in hospital, | “ Menciol”  Estate | A very thorough inquiry
by hangiug whilst | (Crédit Foucier). was made into this
drunk. death which was no

doubt a suicide ; but it
does not reflect much
credit upoun the hospi-
. . tal management.
» 12 Marie Latehimy (wo- | Suicide by hanging .| Mr. Choppy (mon | No reason given.
man). vert).
» 13 .| Pintama Latchy (wo-| Accidental drowning | Mr. Morange (St.| Alleged to have fallen
man). Aune). into a cistern when
drunk.
» 19 .| Virasamy Rangayen . | Fever . . Not engaged . . | Found dead in a hut.

July 10 Gangadine Abjalkan . | Found dead Commune of St. Su- | Alleged cause of death,

%4100, blows. No medical ex-
amination held and no
enquiry wade !

w 27 . | Samayen Carpin .| Landelip and shock .| ‘Bernica”  (Crédit Death caused by neglect.

Fougier).

Otcober 24 . | Vaitylingom Anamal- | Suicide by hanging . | Mrs. l)us)sac (St. Leu) | Alleged reason, jealousy.

29

Now:;:mber 15

"

December 7

chetty.
Caroupin Montania
Tonodine Ibamsaéb .

26 | Mamondean Ibramean

Louis Ramsaney

Suicide by drowning

Unknown .

Crushed by an ox-cart

Suvicide by hanging .

Mr. de K. Vequen.

Mr. de K. Vequen Appatently disgusted at

having  dissipated a
bounty of 150 francs
received the previous
week.

Found as a ske'cton,

Mr. Sanglier ) .
Suffering from syphilis.

“ Pernica’
Foucier).

(Crédit

ANNEX 7.

Statement of Complaints lodged at the different Syndicates during 1892.
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Tt appears from the Protector’s reply to my inquiries that during 1892 only 161 Iydmnll
were received in the different hospitals of the Colony, not being hospitals on estates, v/2.; 8t
at the Colonial Hospital at St. Denis, and 80 in the various hospitals in the differen
“ Communes.” . )

Some, but very few, of the large proprietors send men when very ill to the local hos[)lt?ls ;
this figare of 161 therefore roughly represents the medical care bestowed by persons employing
less than 20 men on their engagés who number 6,3 69 adults—4,260 men and 2,109 “.'omen..

If, on the other hand, it is alleged that many persons tend their own sick servax?ts in t}:elr
houses, it must also be remembered that the provisions of the Decree making a hospital Obhia;
tory ou all persons having more than 20 men bave never been strictly enforced, .and tha
whereas even now many properties employing over 20 men have no hospitals on the\r.estates,
previously to Mr, Muir-Mackenzie’s visit there were estates employing over 100 menavhich were
not provided with any hospital accommodation whatever. —_—

The simplest way to solve this difficulty would be to forbid the engagement of I?dmns to
anybody who had no hospital, and I am sure that in practice this would free the Consulate
from alarge quantity of complaints. That Indians under such conditions are not properly
cared for is proved by the fact that in a country where men are covstantly racked by .fever
and other complaints, only 161 persons out of 6,369~ not counting children—or about 1in 38,
received medical care during the year. .

Without, however, exciting a great deal of opposition and ill-feeling, and perhaps causing
some hardship, it seems to be jmpossible to lay down the hard-and-fast rule that no one who
bas not a private hospita 1 ¢} have any contract labourers. If adequate means can be found
to force the proprietor to properly lodge, feed, and care for his labourer, I do not see why be
should not be allowed to have a few. . .

I should like to see the hospital service assimilated to that of Mauritius, the doctor being
appointed and paid by the Immigration Department or the State, and a tax of so much per
head Jevied upon each engagé at the expense of the engagisté,

It is hardly reasonable to expect a man who has only 20 labourers: to build a‘nd
maintain a fully equipped hospital. I would suggest that the minimum number for which
a hospital chould be obligatory might be raised to 50. Those employing under 50 cont@t
labourers should be compelled to give a formal bond under penalties that in consideration
of their being allowed. to have contract labourers without a hospital they will send them
when illto a certain approved hospital named in the bond, either a neighbouring estate
hespital or a communal hospital.

In order, however, to prevent, as at present, the engagisté himself being the judge as to
the necessity of sending sick men to hospital, such estates should be visited at fixed dates by
the doctor. It would be essential that such virits should be at fixed dates in order to
enable the men to meet him, as there would be no hospital where he could find the sick all
together, as on the large estates ; and even if the men were not at work, he could not be
expected to make house-to-house visits. In fact there should be & weekly medical parade on
all such sinall estates.

Such a course would be only fair, ag emall proprietors get their men much cheaper than
the large, inasmuch as they incur no expense for building and maintaining a hospital, or for
payment of a medical officer. This concession must not, however, be considered to extend to

engagements other than those for work on sugar plantations, mills, and bond fide agricultural
undertakings.

Engagements for domestic purposes and hawking should on no sccunt be again
permitted.

Annex No. 6, Annexed is also a return of sudden deaths, violent
deaths, and accidents for 1892,

The Protector of Immigrants not baving sent me copies of all the procts-verbaux in
the cases, nor the necessary information to fill up annex No. 7 as to complaints preferred at
Syndicates, I requested him to do s0; but he was so dilatory that my report has thereby been
delayed over two months,

» Not priuted, The original procts-verbaux are attacbed:* to the copy of
this report sent to the Government of India.

A copy of a lotter addressed to the Protector concerning the very casual way in which
examinations into the deaths of Ind:ans are held is forwarded
herewith,

The Protector having at first reported 25 deaths under this head (see annex 1), that
figure was taken as accurate, When the figures in my whole report and annexes were fixed
he reported it as 24, )

In order to avoid disturbing the figures all through the documents, the error of 1 in annex
1 is allowed to stand. ‘

Annex No. 8.
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A roll of complaints lodged at the Syndicates is also annexed ; but in view of the disorder
which Mr, Muir-Mackenzie and myself found reigning in the
Syndic’s offices, it can hardly, it is feared, be relied upon as
quite accurate.

Rfotox, C. W. BENNETT.
The 9tk September 1893,

Annex No. 7.

Anxxex No. 1.

Population Return.

Designation, Men. Women. Children, ToTAL.
Under contract . . .o . . . 11,887 4,993 5,189 22,069
0ld engagés holding permis de séjou . . . 865
*Free Indiaus, traders, etc. . . . . . e 227
“Total Indian population in Réunion . 23,161
Annex No. 2.
Increase and Decrease of Population,
Births . . . . . . . . . . 482 230 boys, 262 girls,
Natural deaths . . . . . . . . 619
Deaths by suicide . . . . . . . . 11
Accidental deaths . . . . . . . . . s
Arrivals . . . . ‘ . . . . . 1 ;2
%: : g;: tl\?hu‘ritius' . . . . . . . 30 Increase . . . 483
» s Madagascar . . . . . . . . 3 Decrease . . . - 859
Net decrease . 377

Ansex No. 3,
Return of Indians and Masters condemned by Courts during the year 1892.

Indians, Masters. Fines, Costs, Bauanxs,
N Francs. Francs.
jeher Courts . 297 il 907 6,669 | Eight hundred and thirty men con.
ngme?ﬁmer . . 1,119 it 4,672 demned to macadam worked out their

fines at 1 frano per day, and 625
francs were paid for capture money to
the police.

Axvex No. 4,

Return of wumber of Indians engaged or re-engaged during 1892 showing the amount of bounty
: received, '

Fi t Engagements | Total nnmber | Total amount
5;?%3?:‘:?1‘.' wn'n'.ﬁ:é"ﬁfix“,. o? w%men. of eogagements.; of bounties, Bemarks.
—
’ Francs.
2,970 2,764 3,161 8,895 118,800 | These engagements must have pro.

duced at least 53,370 franc.
by the engagisté, or in tﬁz Payable
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FiLe No 87,

. Ser1aL No. 1.
Dated Réunion, the 9th September 1893.

From—C. W rBexxerr, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Réunion,
To— His Ezcellency the Viceroy and Governor General of India.

1 have the honour to inclose a copy of a report which I have made to the Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs on Indian Immigration at Réunion in 1892,

Report by Mr. Consul Bennett upon Indian Immigration at Réunion for the year ending
31st December 1892,

The following report is based entirely, so far as statistics are concerned, upon figures sent
to me by the Protector of Immigrants ; Her Majesty’s Co‘nsul not having access to the books
of the Immigration Department, I have no means of checking the accuracy of the returns.

Population —1 annex, No. 1, a return of Indian immi-
grants and Indian permissionnaires formerly engagés and
of free Indians other than old engagés, the last being mostly traders and small shop-keepers,
which bring the total British Indian population to 23,161,

Of the 22,069 Indian immigrauts, including men, women, and children, 10,521 adults—
7,627 men and 2,894 women—are engaged upon the large estates, and 6,369 adults— 4,260
men and 2,109 women— with persons employing less than 20 men.

A very large proportion of t,he‘ latter are engaged as domestic servants or hawkers, or
for other more undesirable purposes.

Annex No. L.

T also annex a return of births and deaths and losses

Annex No. 2. by repatriation and by leaving the Colony for Mauritius and

elsewhere at their own expense.

The death return is rather a heavy one—644 ; but it is a decided improvement upon that
tor 1891, when, owing, it is true, to u great extent to an epidemic of influenza, 894 deaths
were recorded.

One hundred and twenty-three marriages were celebrated in 1892—108 between India,
Immigrants and 15 between Indians and Creoles,

A return of eondemnation before police and superic')r
courts is also attached.

Two huodred and eighty-three cases were tried and Indians condemned before the Police
Correctionnelle, 173 being for theft and vagabondage, 5 for robberies, 21 for wounds inflicted
4 lor false complaints, 2 for drunkenness, and the remainder for various offences, the punish:
ment ranging from 1 to 100 franes and imprisonment from two days to two years,

Four cases came before the Assizes, the most serious beiug a term of 20 years for murder
and five for robbery with violence.

Ten were carried to the Court of Appeal for various offences and were condemned to fines
of 50 or 100 francs, or imprisonment varying from a month to a year.

We now come to the odious system of *‘macadam ”. One thousand one hundred and
pineteen sentences to the ‘“atelier de discipline” were pronounced. This large figure
naturally includes several black sheep who are sen! again and again during the year to
¢« macadam ”’; but with all due allowance for this fact the number is unduly ]ar:e. 1do not so
much object to the punishment, itself, for the work at “ macadam *’ is not exces:ive but to th
mauner in which the punishment is inflicted; but I have so often pointed Ol,lb as have
my predecessors, how the personal liberty of the engagé lies absolutely in the hollo:v of th:
engagisté’s hands, and can be taken away by the mere fact of the engagisté giving hi
celf the trouble to write a few lines to a complaisant police agent, that I need hardl15 a ffl'
allude to it. 7 e

The iniquitous fee for capture of Indians, which is put down for 1892 at the moq
figure of 625 franes, 'gives naturally an extra spur to the police who are always zealousn;z :}?t
interests of the engagistés. ) ¢

The evils of the bounty system bave also been dwelt upon at length in ver
despatches. ' ' ¥ Tecent

The question of hospitals on estates has been carefully examined during the recent i
tion made by Mr, Muir-Mackenzie, and his conclusions as to the refo:ms requi Ild o

y in the hands of the Government of India. duired will be

Annex No. 3.

pec-
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