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intorest himself iAn any way on bshalf of Indians who hays
made such deposits. Noverthsless, in view of ths faet that an

Indian engaged from his social status and want of education

"':'is unable to follow the intricats procesdings of a "liquida-

tion judicaire" I am sure #hat Her Majosty's Noverrisnt and
the “overmmant of India would think it a kindly action on
your part ifr Your Exesllency would sss your vay to sfficisntly
guard, through the Protegtor of Immigrants, the interssts of

anglndian engagés who ars creditors of the lank in

qugastion,

From the Sovernor of Reunion to Her Majesty's fonsul,

Reunion, No.120, dated Ath May 1893,

En vous accusant ressption ds votre lettre du 5_}1}{ ti)l!!jafnt-
j'ai 1'honnsur de vous donnsr avis que je la tranmets a
Monniﬁx; 1o Protsctewr des Immigrants,avses recommandation
d'in(riter Yessiours ley Syndics a tenir la main a ge qus
les engages soient,aussi sxactement que possible, en prsssnss
de la crise financisore que subit la Colonie, tenus au oéumnt
des salairss qui lsur seraiont dus.

J'invits egalement Monsisur 1e Protesteur dos Imigmtl
& demander aux liqulda surs judicitixﬁss du Crodit Agricole la
liste nominative des on3ages indiens qui auraient deposs dans
oot stablissemeént lo fruit de lsurs spargnes st d"examinsr los

Mesures necessaibes a prendre en vue de sauvegarder lsurs
interets,



R Do '

ly straightened in thsir means through ths collapss of the
*Credit Agricole', I have the honor to suggest to Your

~~—Bxcsllency that ordsrs should be sent to the various 'Syndic»!
t:; be very careful as to the carrying out of the prévisions
for monthly payments callsd for by Article 55 of ths Dssrst
of 1387. |

This is perhaps not so nsgessary in tho case of angag‘a,s
upon estimates as thews theiw engageln wagos £xa fom a
privilegsd claim upon the property and would, in the
ordinary way, be protected as such.

In respsct to domostic servants, howsvsr, the casse is

- different. Ths privileged claim which is also there accorddd
may be greater than the valus of ths propserty upon which it
is secured; or the propsrty itself may not syen sxist as a
legal basis on which to found ths j)-rivilsged claim Por the
servant's wages, It is more barticﬁlarly to such c‘ass:» f.hat
I think it would be desirable to call the Synifc's spscial
attention, buth in rezard to present enzagsments and the
‘contracting of now onss. | | .

There is also one other point to which I will dirsct Your.
Bxcelleancy's attentions

Although only ons Indian sngagsd ‘o the Btablissemsnt

} *Folie" St.Pierr@has, yot reported to the Consulate that hs.
. is a oreditor of Qle,f *Credit agricole” for six thousand ‘franes

- ‘there are no doubt & few others.

I have on a prsvi;ous occasion stated that _Yoﬁr Bxeslloncy's
administration could in no way be held responsible for such
investments which are clearly a privats affair of the Indian
who prefersed a high rate of intersst and a doubtful ‘ss0urity
to a safs investment; and I do not evem think that I should

be authorised in asking the Protector of Immigrants to
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. ‘With referende tomy daspatch No.4 Commsreial of this
-date fepo'rbing that the collapse of ths Oredit Agricole Rank
I have the horor to.enclosa a COpy of ths oorregpondenc_s which

. ias passed between Mons. Manes and :myself as to ‘the ste ps

yaken by me to protect as far as possible ths ?nteres’ts of
. Indian Coolie Laborers in ths General Financial erash which
 has at length cormmenced at Rsunion. R
It is téo early yst to-say whore this widesprsad ruin will
- erid,but at best 1t must leave the Colony very much poorsr than
.1t was before, and if the smallsr plantsrs who wm uit_iglly 30
prolific in causing complaints, disappear, it still ranains
doubtful whether the wsalthisr planters will bs abls =~ sy

if they are inclined to - to accept still larger responsibil-
ities, . T I TP

The increased debt and the larzsly diminished incoms of
the Colony must also be taken into ascount in dealing with

[

i
;

’. .t ‘.’~ : . REE
From Her Maj egty,‘:;_GomuJ,_at Reunion to the fovsrmor of -
Reunion, dated 5th May 1893.

In view of the acute financial arisis through which the

Ca e

Colony i3 now passing and of thg Pagt that many psrsons who -

, / L
possass Indian snzages ars sither corpletely ruinsd or ssiiouy-

et et g i e
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Despatch from Her Maj esty's,j Séqretary of Stats, YNo.40,
wlic Brigration), dated 15th June 1893.

In continuation of my De’sp'atidh af Nc.23.'p’f the 16th o
10th May '93.camem1a1 Noud & No.ll - Figbmary 1888, 1
'Gonsulur - and’ emlosuros. o | "~ forward for the
inf&”nnati"on of your Bxceﬂemytn Counsil eopy of two further
‘Do;pa’bo‘hen from Her Maj esty's fonsul in Reunion repofbing on

the finanoial orisis in the island of Reunion.

E A P

From Her Maj asty's f‘omul Raunian to. t.he Earl of . Wogobsry
K.G., No,4 Commercial, dated 10?)1 May . 1898. !

'ith reference to my despaboh No.4 o!’ ’t.ha 5th Boem’bsr 1892
of this series,I have the ﬁonor to - {nfom Your Loxdﬁfp tha't.

the, *Credtt Agricole® Bank which & fow days sines was gmm
now
"liqiidatiorjudiciaire® has,been. declared “erifaillite’.

The effest upon the Golo‘m is di!a_:trous-, ‘mdny fad ﬁ Fwell

to do Tamilies are plunged infs" utter ruin, mo #t of %umiu

- plantsrs will Bo unsble to MY Wiels eagare

ute, & it m
be said generally q)ealing. t.hat nons hut tho voalﬁhy pro~

pristors will be able in futurs to carry on opem*..ion! upon
tho same scale as tqnaorly. ‘

,,‘,-'

Crpdit is dead. qa the Golony itself 1: burdsmd vith an
extra debt of two mlllion,md probably two million ei@t hun-
dred thousand frmds w the Banque de la Reunion whioh.with |
‘d.iminithing 1nooma. e win bo tound dirficult 6 pay off. -

B

From the British Consul at Reunion to the Barl of

ot e R ks s T
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It is hardly perhaps within my rights to ask where the funds accruing from the headings
Nos. 1 at.ld 2 are depusited, but I should like to have Your Excellency’s assurauce for
informatlop of my Government that Your Excellency’s Administration holds itself respd'nsib]e
for all such amounts wherever deposited. ‘

7 As regards No.'8, deposits made by Indians at private banks, I recognize the fact that
Your Excelleney’s Administration has no responsibiiiby whatever, and that the -depositors run
the ordinary risks of dealing with a private banking house. , , '

T would' therefore merely inquire of Your Excellency whether any means exist by which
Her Majesty’s Indian subjects can - invest their savings at Le Tresor or other establishment
where they would have the security of the guarantee of the State, aud, if not, whether steps
could not, at Your Excellency’s instigation, be taken to carry such an arrangement into effect,

No. 346, dated St. Denis, the 17th Decexhber 1892.
From=E. Maxis, Esq.,
TowmHer Majesty’s Consul, Réunion. '

J’ai 'honneur de vous adresser les renseignements que vons m'avez demandés par votre
lettre du 6 du courant, No. 98, et que j'ai fait recueillir par Monsieur le Protecteur des Immi-
grants.

1. Toutes les sommes provenant des déces des Indiens sujets Anglais sont versées 2 la
Curatelle aux Biens Vacants & St Denis. ‘

D’apres le relevé ci-joint ces sommes, de 1877 au 30 Novembre 1892, s’élevent & 4,393
francs et 91 centimes. . \ :

2. Le Protecteur ne regoit en dépot, pour des Indiens, mineurs ou autres, aucune somme
d’argent. - :
11 o’y a que deux jeunes orphelins engagés & St. Joseph dont le Service de I'Tmmigration

a fait déposer les épargnes au “ Crédit Agricole” en conservant dans ses archives les livrets de |

ces dépots qui s’élevent & 161 francs, .

3, Depuis fort longtemps les Indiens déposent eux mémes directment au “ Crédit
Agricole ” leurs épargnes, dout ils sont également remboursés sans Vintermédiaire du Pro-
tecteur, '

Dans ces conditions, ainsi que vous le reconnaissez d’ailleurs, mon administration ne
saurait en aucune facon accepter la responsabilité des ces placements.

4. Le tresor n’a aucune qualité pour recevoir des dépots de cette nature, et ne pourrait
en recevoir qu’avec Vautorisation de le Monsieur Ministre des Finances,
 Jajouterai que c’est 12 une des questions annexés & cetté de la reprise de 'Tmmigration
Indienne. ,

Relevé des Sommes verssées & la Curatella auz Biens Vacants de 1887 a 1892, provenani des
Décds des Indiens sujets Anglas.

) Francs, Cts.
Année 1877 . . . . . . . . . . . . 278 48/
» 1878 . . . . . . . . . . . . 778 90
» 1879 . . . . « . . . . . . . 159 81
» 1880 . . . . . . . . . . . . 483 79
188l . . . .. ... e e e . 928 59
» 1882 . . . . .. . . . . . . 208 48
., 188 . . . ... ee . 6 59
» 1884 . . . . R . . . . . . . 240 99
»w 1885 . . . . . . . . . . e . 226 96
» 1886 . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 80
» 1887 . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 0b
» 1888 . . 4 . . . . . . . . . 10 10
» 1889 . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 68

» 1880 . . . e . . . " . . . . 66 44
» 1891 . . . . . . . . . . . .
» 1892 (au 30 Novembre) . . . . . . - . 203 Vi d

ToraL . . 48938 a1 |
F. Maicor,

The 9th Decembre 1892, I

S \

No. 162 (J. & P.), dated India Office, London, the 10th February 1893.

From—Horacs WALPOLE, Esq., Undcr-Sbc}otary of State for India,
To—The Undes-Secrelary of State for Foreign Affairs.

I aM directed by the Secretary of State for India. il} Council to acknowledg'e the receipt
of Sir T. V. Lister’s letter of the 26th ultimo, transmitting copy of a despatch, with enclosn-res
from Her Majesty’s Consul in Réunion, No._33, dated the 22nd of. Decex.nber last, regarding
the responsibility of the Colonial Administration (1) for sums deposited with them on acconnt

of estates of deceased Indians, (2) sums of money lodged at the Protectorate belonging to

Indisn minors and others, and (8) for deposits made by Indians at private banking establi-h-

ment.sI.n reply, I am to s3y that the Earl of Kimberley would be much obliged if Mr. Bennett

ill continue to watch over this matter, but that His Lordship does not think that any
"ef:lo purpose will be served by pressing the Governor at the present time for a more
usl

definite assurance.

A}
|

Govervment of India Central Printing Office,~1142 R. & A.—20.3-98.—60—1. O’B.
1



‘ | Fre No. 23.
SeriaL No. 3.

— No. 23 (Publie), dated India Office, London, the 16th February 1893.

— g Earr or KiMBERLEY K.G., Her Majesty’s
Fro, Tae Riaar HoNOURABLE TH Secretar;l o Sta’te ot 1ndie
To—The Government of India.

Ix continuation of my Despatch No. 15, dated the 26th altimo, 1 forward, for.the inform-
ation of Your Excelleucy in Council, copy of

i i 189 . .
-nd,?:;f;n?:?"wmdm Offce, 26th January 1655 further correspondence with the Foreign Office,

India Office, to Foreign Office, 10th Febraary 1893.  regpecting the responsibility of the French Gov-
ernment in Réunion for sums of mouey deposited by Indian immigrants in that Colony.

e e

Dated Foreign Office, the 28th January 1893.

From—S1z T. V. Lister, Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
To—The Under-3ecretary of State for Indis.

I ax directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to transmit to you, to be laid
before the Secretary of State for India in Council,
for His Lordship’s observations, the enclosed copy
of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul in Béunion respecting the responsibility of the
Colonial Government for official investments of money belonging to British Indian immi.
grants.

Consul Bennett, No, 33, December 22nd.

No. 88, dated Réunion, the 92nd December 1892,

From—C. W. Bannerr, Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion,
To—The Sccretary of State for Foreiqn Affairs.

1 mave the honour to inclose a copy of a note which T addressed to Monsieur Manés on
the 6th instant, and of His Excellency’s reply thereto, with reference to the responsibility of
the Administration for sums deposited with them on account of estates of deceased Indians
and minors. )

Your Lordship will notice that there is no banking institution in Réunion where the
Indians can deposit their savings under Grovernment guarantee.

I understand that in view of the circumstances referred to in my Despateh No. 4 {Com-
mercial) of the 5th instant, nearly all the Indisns have withdrawn their money from the
s Credit Agricole et Commerciel,” and that they experience great diffculty in re-investing it.

His Excellency’s reply as to the liability of the Government is not very explicit, but
unless I receive instructions from Your Lordship to press for a more definite answer I propose
to let the question rest where it is.

No. 93, dated Réunion, the 6th December 1892.

From—C. W. Bexnngrr, Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion,
To— His Excellency the Governor of Réunton.

I view of the present financial crisis ‘owing to the want of confidence caused by the
temporary suspension of payments by the Credit Agricole,” I would be much obliged if
Your Excellency would kindly give me information upon the following points. .

1 feel that my addressing this request to Your Excellency at the moment when your
time is #o fully taken up in coping with the gravity of the situation may appear somewhat
jnconsiderate ; but I think Your Excellency will allow after consideration that I can bardly
pursue any other course. .

At the same time I beg to offer you my sincere wishes that the erisis may be tided over
and complete confidence again restored at an early date.

The information I desire relates to the following points :—

1. Proceeds of deceased British Indian subjects. »

9. Moneys lodged at the Protectorate belonging to Indian minors and others.

3, Deposite made by Indians at private bankiog establishments,
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GOVERNMENT DF INDIA.
' REVENUE AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT.
( Bmigration. )
. :
Simla, dated the September 1893 .
Forwarded to the (loyerrment of Madras for infomation, in continu-
’6 280 | ation of this Départment endorsélnent No.477/23, dated the 1lst

"ﬁf?éf March 1893. ) 3

By order,

_ ) ~ ,
_ Under-Secretary to the Government of India.

List of Pnpers Jorwarded,
Despatch from the Secretary of State, No.23 (Public Emigm.

tion) dated the 16th February 1893 and enclosures.

Despatch from the Secratary of Stats No.60, (Public
Brigration ) dated the 15th June 1893, and ehclosures.
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