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CALCUTTA, tue 1218 AUGUST 1893.

Frox H. H. RISLEY, Esaq., CLE, i

Secretary to the Government of Bengal,

To THE SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
REVENUE AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT.

Sir,
I au directed to acknowledge the receipt of your endorsement
No. lg%‘l, dated the 22nd July 1893, with enclosures, regarding the treatment to

which time-expired immigrants who returned from Réunion and Mauritius
to Madras by the S.S. Warora were subjected on the voyage. It appears from
the correspondence that all the coolies, with a few exceptions, unanimously ;com-
plained before the Protector of Emigrants, Madras, of the bad treatment
they had experienced on board at the hands of the Medical Officers, and
more especially at those of Compounder Mr. Cantin. :

9. 1 am to submit, for the information of the Government of India,
Letter from the_Protector of Emi- & CODY of the papers noted on the margin, from
ggmiaga;gggfﬂ,;ﬁg;gm?g;;,;gf*ed the which it will be observed that when the Warora
th 8T the Protoctor of Emigrants,  arrived in Qalcutta with return emigrants from
Calcutta, No. 180T.G., dated the 13th .. . . . . - N
June 1893, Mauritius in April 1893, similar complaints of ill-treat-
%t?ugmﬁ;g; I:c’t:ii’ ;: fed t: of the emigrants. Dr. Macleod held an enquiry
et o, 369T.G., dated igrants, 1 to the charges, and decided that Mr. Cantin
July 1893, should be deprived of his full gratuity and debar-
red from future employment in the Emigration Service. Against  this decision
Mr. Cantin submitted an appeal ; and the [4eutenant-Governor, after 2 full
consideration of the facts of the case, decided that he should be fined half
of his gratuity, and be warned that he would be debarred from employment
if apything of the kind occurred again.

orders with regard to Mr. Cantin 88 may be necessary on being placed in

of the Madras coolies.

I have the honour to be,
Six,
Your most obedient servant,
H. H. RISLEY,
Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

3
no 1863, om the Protector of Emi- ment were preferred against Mr. Cantin by some.

3, Iam to add that the Tieutenant-Governor will issue such further 31
ossession of the views of the Government of Mauritius regarding his treatment +
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No. 971, dated Calcutta, the 18th May 1893.

From—R. MacLeoD, M.D- Protector of Emigrants, Calcutta,
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Greneral Department.
1 mAvE the honour to submit, for the orders of Government, the accompany-
ing copy of endorsement No. 302—239, dated 10th instant, from the Emi-

tion Agent for Mauritius, forwarding copy of a representation from
Mr. E. Cantin, late compounder on board the 8.8. Warora, which conveyed
return emigrants from Mauritius to Oalcutta in April last.

 While holding the inspection of the return emigrants after the arrival

of the vessel at this port, several complaints of {ll-treatment were preferred
acainst Mr. E. Cantin, first compounder. I held an enquiry into the charges
in the presence of the Emigration Agent and Dr. F. L. Keisler, Surgeon-
Superintendent, in which the report of the enquiry held on board on the 25th
April last, & copy of which is herewith enclosed, was read to the complainants
and the defendant. It will be observed that Mr. Cantin made no attempt to
refuto the charges brought against him, but on the contrary acknowledged the
statements to be correct. 1 accordingly decided that he should be deprived of
his full gratuity and debarred from future employment in the Emigration
Qervice. 'This decision was conveyed to Mr, Cantin through the Emigration
Agent for Mauritius, and the present appeal is against that decision.

Dated Caloutta, the 6th May 1893.
From—Mzr. E. CanTIN,
To—The Government Emigration Agent for Maauritius.

1 am sorry to hear from you that the Protector of Emigrants at Calcutta hes intimated
to you that 1 should be deprived of the whole of my grs.tuitg; and that I should further be
debarred from employment 1in the Emigration Service for the alleged ill-treatment of the
return emigrants by the 8.8. Warora. -

1 have been exployed for the last twelve years in the Emigration Service and have made
geveral YOyages between Mauritius and the Indian ports 83 Surgeon-Superintendent, but under
recent rul T have been compellgd to fill a subordinate position.

uring the long time of service I have never on 80y ocoasion been found fault with.
I have been acoused of ill-treating, &.e., branding with a hot jron during the last voyage
soveral return em;igmnts belonging to both Madres and Caloutta, and I ga.ve been found
guilty of this otencd without having been allowed to defend myself before the proper
outhority in Indig. i -

T'his concession 18 granted to the greatest crjminal, and I am unaware why the same was
not extended to me. i ,

In ?espec!: to Madras there was no time to hold & proper enquiry into the allegations made
by certain emigrants, as the vessel’s stay in that gort extended to but a few hours.

Hero of course this was not go, and I think that at least I should have been called upon
to ti?,qe the charges which I was mn & position o prove by evidence Were utterly false and
malicious.

Tn these circumstances T respectfully beg roquest that you will be pleased to forward
this to the Protector of Emigrants, with the pra ir that he will forward it to the Government
of Bengal with any remarks he may deem nebessary in order that the degision arrived at
may be considered by them. : ’

To ill-treat one on board, my long servieb and intimacy with the rules of the service
would have been sufficient to deter me from any guch action as has been imputed to me.

1 may add that I have and do admit haying used 2 fire utensil (¢‘shovel”’) one day on
board to disperse & orowd, who were preventing the issue of medical comforts to the sick and

oak.

In doing so I had mo intention to strike or injure any person, my only object being to
clear & space, 80 10 enable the bhandary to carry out my instructions, s.e., that the invalids
ghould be gorved first.

1 did not specially geleot that utensil, but it was the first to hand, and was therefore taken
advantage of.

1 was not aware that this was at all hot, as the emigrants have endeavoured to make out,
as no complaints whatever of burning were msde 8t the time. Had this been done, the
OCOUTTence would have been brought jmmediately to the notice of the Surgeon-Superintendent
whereas reports of burning were made by the Madras emi%'mnts on their being landed a,mi
by the Calcutts complement the day after the departure o the vessel from that port. ’

An enquiry was mede immediately by the Surgeon-Superintendent and the Captain in
presence of .tbe Ship's Surgeon and the Clerk, and 1 was called upon to explain matters.

On this occgsion 1 did not put forward any witnesses as I did not consider the tribunal
one qualiﬁed to dispose of the case, and I preferred to reserve them till the matter was ion-
vestigated by the proper authority in Caloutta. :

*®




(2) -

I, however, was disappointed inasmuch as I was not called upon to defend myself at

all, the matter having been disposed of ex-parte. There have been several instances of
emigrants getting burnt on board whilst cooking their food, whilst others have been burnt
accidentally by the bhandary ; each and all of these cases have been put down to me. For
instance ; & Madrasee was burnt one day on the leg by a boy who was helping the bhandary
to cook the sago; he was deteoted 0y the second compounder in the act of striking the boy-when
he was locked up in a buthroom by the same compounder.

This case of burning was also imputed to me in Madras. Another instance: ome
Motoora, who was one day standing by the galley, was burnt acoidentally on the leg by the
hospital bhandary while dragging a pot of boiling sago from one gside of the hospital to
the other (for the purpose of serving out the contents to the invalids), also alleged that he
was burnt, slapped, and abused on his applyirg to me for some liniment to rub on his wrist.

As already stated in each and every case I was prepared to prove that the marks borne
by them were not caused by me. . ,

The sole reason for the complaints agsinst me was the fact that I refused to issue stores
to those wishing to cook their own food ‘without the express order from the Surgeon-
Superintendent.

) These statements having been also instigated by a bhandary among the Madras, who was
disrated by order of the Surgeon-Superintendent on acoount of siokness, and also by the
man (Madrasee) who was locked up in & bathroom, to whom reference is made above.

The Caloutta emigrants having heard from the ship’s topasses {who were appointed to
work for the emigrants and who had been on shore for the purpose of receiving their gratuity)
that the Madras emigrants complained to the Protector of having been burnt. = They, in their
tél;;é&i;hﬂ* next morning made & similar complaint to the Surgeon-Superintendent and the

1 can also solemnly affirm that I have never lifted my hand on or abused any man,
womean or child on board, and that these statements, likeythe others, are utterly groyundless

and made with the sole object of involving me in difficulti issui
ing them to have the use of the galleyvﬁ.gtheir plea.su(l}";. os for not isming stores and allow

" § No. 302-239, dated Caloutta, the 10th May 1893.

emo. by—A. C. SrewarT, Esq., Government Emigrati iti
gration Agent for Mauritius.

Cory forwarded to the Protector of Emigrants in accordance with Mr. Cantin’s request.

8.8. “Warora,”
) o The 25th Apri} 1893.
Enquiry regarding ill-treatment of the coolies by my first compounder, E. Cantin, in presence of
* ’

Captain G. Joknstone, Dr. F. L, Keisler, Sur )
. F. L. , geon- Superintendent, G. J
clerk) and Dr. Buchanan (ship’s doctor).’ » G . M. Gameron (hips

TaE following statements are taken from th i

. ) turn emigrants i i

laints of ill-treatment d . , 6 re grants regarding serious com-
Eius to India :—a ent done to the coolies during the voyage of 8.8. Warora. from Mauri-

1st witness, Motoora, states—That he went to th .
applied for some liniment to rub on his wrisf, and re?ae?::tdqgl?uﬁ)&: &er, Mr. E. Cantin, sud
on hl; f;%,‘tand alssoee lt);almt with a hot iron on his leg. nguage. He was struck
| ona wliness, am, states—That he went to the sa

his child, and instead of obtaini me compounder for some sago for
poker. g obtaining what he asked for, he was burnt on the leg with g hot

3rd witness, Bachoo, states—That he W

e aiI:I(: bu'lt.nt w’it%: l;cot, poker on twa(') plaeoes ggtlfi(; ?;e same compounder for some sago, and
Ath witness, Ramkalea (female), states—That she "went

asked for some sago for two of her chil $he went to the same cowpounder and

and filthy langnage. er children, a0d received a slap on the face and also abusive
5th witness, Daree (female), states—That

sago, and was bérnt on two placgs’ on the dorsum zlietl::aell']itghtt?f:;e same oompound'e r for some

i o s Bookbai Cfmal) st el she o cooking somo food, fox horel, and

aw i

hot poker. gy p ay and at the same time burnt on the left forefinger with a
7th witness, Ramgobin (child), states—That h

538‘0,8:1;1 g;as burnt z}ith al ?ot pé)ker on the back eofvﬁ;tlgfot fgge same oompounder for some

, Sammoony ( female), states—That she w i ;

was struck on the face, and a’lst_) received abusive :;30 Eﬁlﬁ? ls:;n ° :gzd for herself, and that she
They all state having received good trestment and atten(%:nce in the way of food and

medwrl;o.ll1 comforts from the second assistant and all others concerned on board ay o an

i o e e e e nd govo the following statement in
ofence :—All the patients, sick and wesk people, amounting to 80 or 908w ! olld X

two distinet rows in the after part of the ship for the purpose of issuing to t :;‘; P :1 edwﬁ

comforts, that is to say, sago, milk, chicken, &., &. The cooking-pot; containing the hot sago

bl oo

}.
. (8

was by the side of the galley, and no sooner had the hospital topas started gerving the sago
that all the healthy cooljes made & rush to the place, trying to obtain & portion of the medical
comforts that was then being given. They were told several times that.the sick and weak people
must be served first, and whatever might remain would be given to them. They insisted by
force to obtain some 8ago. and wanted to be served first, which was refused.  They became

ressive, and as they would not move away 1 took one of the fire utensils that was lying
by and used it in clearing a space to enable me to serve the medical comforts to the invalids.

intentions in so doing being meither to strike or burn the coolies, and I was not aware
that the utensil I was using was hot. i ,

As to the accusations of slapping two wom(n on the face, I solemnly declare have done
pothing of the kind. I was one day very busy oo?king some chicken broth, when a woman
oame forward and started some cocking of her own. She was told that it was not the proper
time, and to come after I had finished. She iﬁlsted snd quarrelled with the bhandary,
saying that no one ocould prevent h.er from cooking her food there. I heard her saying so,
and moved her chappates away, and in so doing éyme of them fell ‘behind the galley.

So muoh of the medical comforts in the way of sago, milk and chicken broth, &e., &c,
were being cooked that unless I had the whole usejof the galley to myself for that purpose
I would not have been able to complete the work ip time.

{
(. JOHNSTONE, i

Commander, 88. Warora.”

R. D. BucHANAN,
Ship’s Surgeon.

F. L. KEISLER.

G. M. M. CaMERON, N
Surgeon-Superintendent, 8.8, “Warora.”

Ship’s Clerk.

Dated Caloutts, the 2th April 1893.
Memo. by—R- MacLEoD, Esa., D.M., Pratector of Emigrants, Caloutta.

Tue above gtatements of complainants ami defendant were read on to them in my
presence and acknowledged by them to be correet.!
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No. 180T —G, dated Darjeding, the 13th June 1893.
From- H. J. McINrosH, Esa., Under-Soy. to the Govt. of Bengal, General Dept.,,
To—The Protector of Emigrants, Calouta.. :
WirH reference to gour letter No. g1, dated the 18th May 1893, and its
enclosures, I am directed to request that yu will be so good as to_report what
character Mr. E. Cantin, late compounter on board the S.S. Warora, bore

before the complaints of ill-treatment wge preferred against him by the return
emigrants on board that vessel.

i s

E. J. H.—RBeg. No, 3169Cem08 =13-8-98.
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No. 369T.—G., dated

From—H. J. McInrosH, Esa.,

T
To~—The Protector of Emigrants, Qutta

!

i

|
Dfeling, the 7th July 1893. |
n¢-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, General Dept.,

t

1 am directed ta acknowledge t seceipt of your letters noted %n the
margin rerding the misconduct of Mr. E. Cantin,
xsgs?-ﬂle'm?l:?uiefm 18th May 1.40 compnder on board the S.S. Warora. It

1898.

No. 1988, dated the 220d June appears t} when that vessel arrived with return
emigrants om Mauritius to Calcutta in April 1893,

complaints of ill-treatment were prefred against Mr. Cantin by some of the
emigrants. You held an enquiry into |e charges and decided that Mr. Cantin

should be deprived of his fuﬁ gratuity hd debarred from future employment in
the Emigration Service. Against

appeal.

decision Mr. Cantin has submitted an

2. Inreply I am to say that, in fow of the fact that the ill-treatment of
the emigrants occurred on one occasi| only, and then under circumstances of
gome provocation, and considering thafMr. Cantin has hitherto borne a good
character, as reported by you, the Itutenant-Governor considers that & less
gevere punishment will meet the meri{ of the case. His Honour accordingly
directs that Mr. Cantin be fined halflf his gratuity, and be warned that 1f
anything of the kind occurs again he [ill be debarred from employment,

Et J- Ho-mgo NO. 31680-98-118'980

g e TN
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No. 1388, dated Calcutta, fo 22nd June 1893.
From—R. MacLEOD, Esa., M.D., Protect| of Emigrants, Caloutta,
To —The Secretary to the Government okiengal, General Department.
I mave the honour to acknowledge ne receipt of Mr. McIntosh’s letter

No. 180T.G., dated the 13th instant, dsiring me to report regarding the
character previously borne by Mr. Cantirlate compounder on board the S.8.
Warora, and in reply to state, for the infgnation of Government, that from an
examination of the records of this office Mr/Cantin does not appear to have been
\unfawiourably reported in connection wit his previous vOyages in emigrant
vessels.

Eo Jo H.-Reg- NO. 31600-93—11-8°93.
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