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Puni is the dsughter of Hindu parents but was baptised by accused before -t;henlleé’ea-f marri- ld B. D. The def londire doclined 1o BT Dadficld, Ho was then wlled 55 8
age took place. _ : efence pleaders dech | l
ge p C ‘ "etmn witness and deposed that an excommumeated f)erson iastill @ Christian and has any g xi
'his Charch privileges whenever he 18 ré- : }

I rights the law of the land gives him. He resumes

4. The first witness is the alleged bridegroom Betavolu Nosah. He admits that Pum
r ‘. t
came from Tosmpudi to Vennanapudi and was beptised by accused but there was no mm"'“‘ge Wmled to the Church. Baptism by s layman, even $hough excommnnicated, 1# valid beptiert ,
18 4 .
‘ ‘.?Oﬂgh it may be highly irregular. . o

Vakil, and
- 16. Tho accused was defended by Mr. C. Rsflg&chm, B. L., High Court Vaki .
by Mr. Venkatareddi Naida. The first point made fqr the defence was that this Act eanl:he
Bpply to excommunicated persons who sre no looger! ! Christiaos. St-ress was laid apoD .
rerts ]

‘,","d' of the thirty-third article of religion in the Ang*mw prayer book which di that &%
if s man is to be

Porsons are to be taken as heathen and publicans snd: it was contended that

ken- a8 & heathen he cannot at the same time be t&ken s » Clristian.

‘There may have beep a betrothal ceremony but witness was not present at it, *

5. The asecond witness is the alleged Dride. She admite that she was taken to Ve— .
e Was plwed on har neok by
he was then betrothed ‘
threutaned

nnanapudi and was there baptised by accused. After that a necklac
accused a8 a sign of betrothal but witness does not know to whomn s
The tali before the Court was not tied on ner neck. Afterwards when the police

| witness she obtained this tali from ker uncle aad gave it up to the police to pamfy them

6. The third witness is the nncle of second witness. He accompanied her o Venns-

w88 baphsed in order i
bapﬁsm was. ,

- 17. 1 see no force in this objection. The: queat.vn ;8 whether 2 Nosah and Pani sre
.jmlnat\g“ Noah is a Christian by birth. He is still a eChrlstmn An excommunicated peﬂ“’“
"8 Nevertheless a Christian. There is a vast difference lfe""“n excommunication and apostacy'

'-The the Hesathen and Publican in the l.hlrt:y—dnr& Anglican srticle i rhetorical emph8eis
Yethor than an exaot definition of status. Also, the ndian Christisn Mnrrisge Ach does no¥
: h""llm‘e ehrolment or membership in any Cburch but mpphes to all who profess the Christian
religion,  Ag for Puni, she was bepticed, and btptxsm- even by a3 excommuniested 10725, s

~vrdid bﬂphem 1t authdrity for this proposmon is reﬂmfe‘l by the ngb Court, beymxd the
1n the rubric of the

e+ e oSt A kSt
- U —S s
d " e e 3

napudi. The accused asked witness to witidraw at the baptism. She
that she might afterwards marry Nosh wken accused recened s liconve. The
followed by a betrothal ceremony.

itness. She admits that her dwgbw’a .
Nosh re-.

7. 'The fourth witncss is the mothes of second wi
went to Vennanapudi to be baptised but she lenies that there Whs 8 marriage OF that
tarned with her danghter to Inampudi aud corsummnted the marrmge that night. j .

8. The fifgh and sixth witnesses aretwo yonths who went to look ou 8b the Wemop’; :

and they say _that. it was not & betrothal but & marriage. The first and second witae! IO - -oral evidence of Mr. Padfield on thi ite the following.

together and socused joined their hands. B read from a book and they spoke the wordﬂ o oh ’ ~ Bituals Romanum. Quotics 1:: ; :ec‘:]“i — : in vitse periculo, potest 8 qnoeumqae ’ et

wmarriage at his dictation. These two youths lelong to- the party in this village which Y” not, : Ky 'imphun in qushbeh lingua, sive :11!:: e :“Mr”: excommunicsto, give fideli, sive infidel, » .
oo, sive laico, o¥s en forms eb " intentione

idn, servats tame
y layman of woman wsy

« In casos

sy
: °lw°“h°h00, sive haeretico, sive viro, sive foem}
8s.! In Schonppe 8 Religious Instruction: “Io elsaL of necessity 80

hphua
aven thoﬂgb @ heretic or an infidel”. In B\sho? Hiy's Sincere Christian:
is suthonied to administer baptism "

in dsnger of desth, but

excommunicated and so they onght not to hwe been spectst,ors at s marrisge unonﬂ*h‘ i
- communicated party ‘

9.
N e nat "ll‘he seventh and eighth witnesse¢ are men of Inampud1 They 88Y ‘h“‘ :
[ m
. +ho =0 n;:‘ with second witness to Tnamp-<di that evening, that there wes & dlnnﬂ'
1}
gh ura and thet then the first snd socnd witnesses retired for the vight into

necessi
o by any lny person, man or WOman,

I" the precent care there was nc necessity, n? Puni was ot
that she professed the

. ————
g I ——

3;“ - sad W first witness remained there for ten ays. : &at 4
. 4 Lo " o " . i 4’.?';; (1.1 llot ln Sh wB
A T 10. L e 8P, validate the bapti d at losst, the DOpHs™ &3¢
L ‘ The ninth witness is the Curnen of Gudivada. He gaw second -witnese B ” nltun reli wptiem and at loreh © 7 hin the words of the Act. 1
&, o the police the Tali before the C 9‘ S lﬁyh frat ‘ glon, which is all that is required to bn;ng per within
S lourt, sayirg that it had been tied round her nea®- . L t‘he"ﬁm, hold that both Noah and Puni were G"‘i“"‘“ :
y Was &

witness.

i otha] :d :;"08 then contended, upon the facts§
: %hhves would hn marriage. Only her uncle came
here was & we attonded. The two chief pel'BODf'
*herg bo q ;mhge 80 do the uncle and moﬁbor '
dmg f“& oy looked ou and the equslly worthl t d
: "'“nm and the consummation of the marrisge at, Inampuct
W 18 more than counterbalsnced by the mass of videno® thet
o '% e’;g:l:o thetali said to have been tied on the 'bndes nock 86072
‘ 19, es.;: of an old tali used at & wedding: :
Amouga: rep], the public _prosecutor pointed ;
ugat dgtive Christiana. It is admitsed thet ¥BE™® was 8
i heﬁ A ‘“"hage The evidence of the tWO léd‘ who were 8 ped‘w

The i % oy -that the mmxuge was ommumm""“"i that g0 oiv eloo did

f tlns cane, thst the oeremon :
ulxtbeenamumgenllher_ N

11, : . :
i ; The tenth <witness is the Police Lnepector. He proves the deposmn wlﬁﬂh
itness gave before the committing Magistrso |

foat mm‘:s :‘::e 6:::1& witnoes is the Wv. A. E. Goodwan. He sl

1893. 142 persons were:x‘”mm‘““"‘“’d byiamo By the Bishop " M“‘"“’"
xoommanicated ofrhom 74 were of Vennanapudi ‘"“'80' ‘

municated persons are Christiaus, although thy are for the time deprived of Oﬁ“wh

1
8. - Accused in his statement admit that he baptised Puni. and ﬂlﬁ* ﬂlﬂ""
trothal but demies that there Was & marriage, )

i, A ‘ﬁ she
ceremon and The first and second witnesses or the defence ssy that they WGf“ P"e"ni $o

say th‘ty they that it. was ouly a betrothal al not a meirisge. The third and
raw first witness in Vennanapdi that evening sfter the girl b

Ina
howm::dl Th? fitth witness proves ocertair rulee of the local Chareb h Count
commaunicated persons are to be avoidd. . : ‘7' ;' ! wesmy to be \ .
e 15. Thegs w ' ho Mhﬁ’ ‘ h h&hdn of a new tali. 1f it was not used b l;namis" .
o : noned ot th ore oll the witnesses olled by the defence. Others W0° T P 8 ’ 'w Ahe bride? Upon the law of this the P°
_ st the request of accused were in attndance and smonget them $he BW‘\ i : BM"&&R“W XX. and L L. B- 14?"“1"‘ 3
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20. 'The three assessors gave 3'n opinion that the ceremony was a marriege and BO# &

betrothal - In that opinion I entxrely cox;,w(. I think that no person who hesrd this case &n‘l

8aw the dqmcanour of the witnesses coulﬂ come to any other conclusion. It follows that I convieh

tho accuseﬂ Arava David, under 3903101;1 68 of the Indian Christian Marriage Act.

1. Th° maximum pumshmeg,h for this- offence is ten years’ imprisonment, but it
appenrs 10 e that this vory heavy pennity ie mtended to meet the case’ of men who Pr‘”qﬂa
to have an;thonty under the Avt or who ! ' porsonate a clergyman and thereby decewe the bride

ang briﬂegroom, and in the preseng casq, there seems to hav'e been no deception.

22 The pleader for the d‘3'\fence said that aocused has fallen into these troubleﬁ
becanse he has incurred the dxapleasure, of Mr. Padfield and the pleader pointed out the hard-
ships to whlch this numerons bod) of persons is exposed in bemg practlmlly de}fﬂ‘lveﬂ of
marrmge, because the ouly legal mcbhods left open to them are to attend before. the Marriage
Regwt"’“ at Masulipatam, which 005'5’5 more than ten rupees or to go before & Baptist or
Lutberan holder of a licenge under the Act which wonld be a severance of their copnection With
the Lhnrch of England.

03 1 koow nothing about ﬂae history of this dissension in the Anghcan Missiots in
this Dls'orxct T donot know the realgons why the Bishop of Madras exconimumcated the.
accused and the first witness. With. these reasons in tho present case I have no concerd:
This Sesmons Court 13 not a tribunal’ which can criticize the Bishop's action. If the persons

L) I
who have heen éxcommumcabed feel .t)hemselves to be aggrieved: they have their remedies.

presume. § that an appeal lies to the, Bishop of Calcutta as Metropolitan. Possibly &
further qppea.l wight lie to the Arc‘hbxshop of Canterbury if g;hm- civil mghte have bet:l
impaired «the question might bo raised h,y a civil suit. In re De Cruz I. B R. VII]: eﬁdws 14
 Brown’ 1;; Cure de Montreal 6 P. C. 14 ‘,7 Langhfon y. Bishop of Sodor dndd- Ma” 4"'113’ 41,496~
Jonking v. Cook 1 P. D. 80. If the ﬂiccnsed does nob 1ntend to seek, reconciliation wath the
Church'of Englstmd and mtends to be th&, Wesley of a new bect; ,upagmb}y in tine Goéﬁlmment wy
gwe him a hcense to solexnmse marmuggg under the Act. Baut, me‘\nwhxle, he is ’B&und to ébay
the Taw °f the land and he h‘“ "]e‘}ﬂf ommxtted an offence nnder sec,tlon 68 of the Act.

ay ot be aecbssa y to plssa a severe sentence. Acoused
n

custody. "He has, doubtless béen put to expense i

at e behcvod thut he would sﬁdﬁf;’ “G‘Jm"’ a hcenw

’24‘ However, in this bags it |
was arrested an(} ‘was for somte .fime j

conducting his defunce. It is p&sm%le b
. from Government ammwermg hpn ﬁq
’ have served lts pnrpose if it w

.'7

e

mﬁY ’be‘ szmshed mth 8 very ]ang term OE :

y S szm' l‘ rupeEB or.

{
f
i

mu
empise marriages under the Agt. This Pmﬂe"“mn 2

arng ﬂﬂcfuso& and. others. that illicit c&lebr&m“ of 8 Ghnsbm?
onment.; I 33“‘ :
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