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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
Reap—Census of India, 1891, Vol. XTII.

Orper—dated 24th July 1893, No. 670, Revenue.

The Government has read with in-
terest Mr. H. A. Stuart’s excellent report
on the Madras Census of 1891. A detailed
review of the report would serve no useful purpose, and the Government will therefore
only touch briefly on the principal points calling for notice.

2. The total population of the Madras Presidency in 1891, excluding feudatory
states, was 35,630,440, having increased since the Census of 1881 by 4,803,327 or
about 151 per cent. The decade, 1881—91, was marked by no serious famines nor
epidemics of pestilence, and its conditions were therefore favorable to an increase in
population ; it is not therefore surprising to find that the effects of the severe famine
of 187778 have almost entirely disappeared and that the population has multiplied
rapidly. It is interesting to observe the effects of the great famine on the age
character of the population. The mortality, during the famine, was naturally greater
among the young and old than among those in the prime of life and consequently the
majority of the survivors were at the reproduction age at the commencement of the
decade, 1881—91; the result has been that the rate of increase of the population in the
districts affected by the famine has been much higher than in the non-famine districts.
The population of Cuddapah, Kurnool, Bellary and Anantapur is still, however, below
what it was in 1871.

3. In the 85th paragraph of the Report, Mr. Stuart draws attention to the
extreme inaccuracy of the birth and death statistics as they are now recorded in the
Madras Presidency. The figures quoted by him show that the vital statistics for the
10 years, 1881—091, exhibit an excess of births over deaths of 2,423,133, or only about
one-half of the increase in population during the same period ascertained by the Census,
The difference between the figures is enormous, and, as there can be no doubt as to
the approximate correctness of the Census returns, it is obvious that the registration
of vital statistics is extremely imperfect, especially in rural tracts, where the work is
entirely in the hands of the low-paid village accountant. The subject merits the
serious attention of Collectors and their subordinates, for, though a perfect system of
registration cannot be expected in the present ecircumstances of the country, the
Goverument is disposed to think that if more supervision were exercised over the work
of village accountants in this matter, a far greater degree of accuracy would be secured
in the statistics recorded.

4. According to the Census, Hindus, in the Madras Presidency, numbered
32,471,053, Muhammadans 2,247,172 and Christians 865,528. A comparison with
the Census figures of 1881 shows that Muhammadans and Christians have increased
more rapidly than Hindus. In the case of Muhammadans, the comparatively high rate
of increase is ascribed by Mr. Stuart partly to conversions from Hinduism to Islamism
and partly to a greater natural fertility amongst Muhammadans which is evidenced
by the high proportion of Muhammadan children under five years of age. The high
increase amongst Christians is attributed entirely to conversions. It is a curious fact

* . that in the Tinnevelly district, which is one of the chief centres of Protestant Mission

work, the number of Protestant Christians has decreased since 1881 by 8 per cent,

Census, No. 1.
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Mr. Stuart’s explanation of the decrease is that lare nu

during the famine have since returned to the Hindugfaithfnb?&rrs]:tieihotslfe: on::}ﬁgg
suggests itself is .that many of the famine converis have become Roman CIZtholics
aqd some colour is lent to this by the fact that the Roman Catholic communit il;
Tinnevelly has increased since 1881 by 22 per cent. ) d

9. The most interesting feature of the fourth ch i |
age apd sex, 18 a life-table f%r the city of Madras co;I;:EZdoi);h;d:ep(o}rt’IIWhS]tcl?a::eﬁsAOf
Ifrlnclpal of ?he Presidency College, Madras. ' The table has bee.n .re -ared at ’a c;)n.:
s1dera:ble sacrifice of time and labour, and the Government is much indg)bte% to Mr. Stuart
for this valuab}e addition to the Census repor't. Four hundred and twelv‘e : ersons
were entered in the Census schedules as centenariang but inquiries subse puentl
instituted have demonstrated that the returns are in hat"dly anchases reliable:l Th{;
Census ﬁgure:s show an excess of 391,650 females over males in the total po ﬁlation
Mr. .Stuart dlseu.sses.at some length the theory that a preponderance of llf)hg female;
sex In a population is a measure of the accuracy with which a Census has been
conducted. The figures of the recent Census throw cousiderable doubt on the correcf-

ness of this theory, and Mr. Stuart’s conclusion, that there is -
. . . natur R
males in several districts of the Presidency, seems to be fullya jltxl:tlige; g ?lj‘llf:s:ifto}f *
chapter of the report deals with the civil or conjugal condition of the pe(;ple From o
* .

the statistics regarding the age at which females of the differe inari

Tt . nt
married, it is calculated that the custom of infant marriage is ob::::::(si a{)re (:‘l()i(;gitlrtil(})’ "
per cent. of the native population, y

6. Mr. Stuart infers from a comparison of the Census ficure ~ :
1891 that the disease of insanity has bepen steadily diminishinf:;}zrfl?eolila}frg ’P:ess?(}eigd 4
during the last 20 years. This inference is doubtless justified by the statistics whic'l‘; A
show a decrease in the number of insane persons from 14,017 in 1871 to 7.687 in
1891. The number of lepers has also decreased during the same period though not )
to so marked an extent. The Government has some hesitation in believin gin the
absence of any known causes which have tended to diminjsh insanity and le ﬁ;s that
these two diseases are really less common than they were 20 years ago, and tll)le é’turm ‘
under these heads - are probably not trustworthy. = There is. more fou’ndation for Mr. x
Stuart’s cq};lclugion that blindness is really diminishing among the population, for in
this case, there are, as he observes, causes at work which would contfibute to such a
result, fmﬁr}ehy, a dec(ll'ease in the number of cases of small-pox, which is a frequent
cause of blindness and an increasing tendency on the part i g
to skilled medical practitioners for tgre:a,tmem;.y part of blind persons to resort

7. The statistics of education show that 92 per cent. of the people of this Presi-
dency are unable to read and write, while among females, the proportion of illiterates
18 a8 high as 99 per cent. - Education has advanced steadily though slowly since 1871
and so far there is ground for satisfaction, but Mr. Stuart very justly observes that it
will have to be_extended on a much greater scale than in past years before any real u
impression can be made on the prevailing - iguorance of the masses, The Brahmans “
are far in advance of all other castes in the matter of education, a fact which explains
the large proportion of Brahmans holding appointments in the public service. The
attention of the Director of Public Instruction will be drawn in the Educational Depart-
ment to the remarks in paragraphs 256—258 of the report, with reference to the
discrepancies between the Census returns and the statistics of the Educational Depart-

ment relating to the number of pupils attending schools and colleges.

8. Chapters 10 and 11 of the report, the first of which deals with castes, tribes
and races, and the second with occupations, are full of interest. Mr. Stuart has here
collected a quantity of information regarding subdivisions of castes, and popular
manners and customs, much of which is new and will repay perusal. The subject
is, as he observes, one of extreme ethnological interest and its investigation is still
far from complete. The statistios of occupations show that 62 per cent. of the total
population may be classed as wholly or partly agricultural and that 18 per cent.
are engafed in the preparation and supply of material substances. The proportion of
the population classed under the remaining occupations is comparatively small ; only 2%
per-ocent. are employed in Government service. ‘
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9. The net cost of the Census, including the expenditure from Municipal reve-
nues, was Rs. 4,72,022 or Rs. 13-4-0 per 1,000 of the population. The figure com-
pares favorably with that of the Census of 1881 and every effort appears to have
been made to minimise expenditure. Mr. Stuart has been unable to obtain complete
statistics of the expenditure incurred in -other provinces of India, but he anticipates
that the cost of. the Census in Madras will be found to be higher than in other large
provinces. This seems probable from the length of time which has been taken in
the completion of the Madras réport, necessitating the prolonged retention of a special
establishment. ~ The con¢luding’ chapter of the report and its appendices, which
contain a detai.led description of the way in which the census was carried out and
certain suggestions for the future, suggested by the experience of the past, will prove
a useful record for reference when the next census takes place.

10. In conclusion, His Excellency the Governor in Council desires to thank
Mr. H. A. Stuart for the able manner in which he has carried out the Census of
the Madras Presidency. The thanks of the Government are also due to M.R.Ry. Rai
Bahadur C. Kalyanasundram Chettiar Avergal and to the other officers whose
services are acknowledged by Mr. Stuart in the preface to his report.

v'! /‘
h’m.,om,,m i

(True Extract.) - j

) Oﬁ&’/ Secretary to Government.

To the Director of Publi¢ Inst uction, through the Educational Departmens.
the Lioard of Revenud\;Ladd Revenue).
, ttlement).

the Public De[;art-ment :
H. A. Stuart, lisq., £.C.S.

.. No. 670A.

Copy tc;‘.the Government of India, Home Department (Census).

(Signed)  C. A. GALTON,
Secretary to Government.
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Exd. 8.J. Pereira.
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